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Witnels  Examined — John  Barnes,  Efq. 

Governor  of  Senegal  from  1763  to  1766.  Thirteen  ^789- 
years  in  Africa,  (p.    21).     Negro  government  with  p'"^'^**^ 
which  he  was  acquainted,  in  general,  a  kind  of  mixed    *  S* 
monarchy. 

There  have  been  flaves  in  all  Africa,  as  far  back  P.  6. 
as  he  has  heard  of;  they  become  fo  by  capture  in 
war(not  a  great  proportion,  p.  8.)>  by  conviiflion  for 
theft,  murder,  adultery,  witchcraft;  alfo  for  debt. 
Has  been  told  of  many  by  gambling.  Polygamy 
univcrfally  allowed.  Witchcraft  frequently  charged; 
the  trial  always  full  and  fiir,  before  the  elders  of 
the  town.  Underllood  principals  were  put  to  death, 
reft  of  the  family  made  flaves.  Docs  not  believe 
it  poffible,  that  crimes  fhoutd  have  been  imputed, 
from  the  fairnefs  and  opennefs  of  the  trial.  Perfons 
convided  generally  Ibid  for  the  benefit  of  the  party 
injured. 
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Never  heard  of  princes  going  to  war,  or  breaking 
up  villages,  to  make  flaves.  Make  war  there  as  in 
other  countries.  If  prifoners  cannot  ranfom  them- 
felves,  muft  be  fold. 

Never  knew  of  kidnapping  by  blacks;  is  con- 
fident it  would  not  pafs  unpuniftied. 

People  in  the  country  poffcfs  flaves  ;  fome  an  in- 
credible number.     Believes  they  have  not  any  power 
over  their  lives,  except  prifoners  of  war  in  the  act 
of  capture. 
P*  9.  Great  numbers  brought  by  flave- merchants  from 

interiour  parts.  Much  trade  in  flaves  to  North 
Barbary  and  Egypt.  Neighbourhood  of  coafts  and 
rivers  extremely  populous.  War  is  very  little  de- 
ftruftive  (as  he  always  underftood  from  the  natives, 
p.  18.) 

Senegal  furniflies  from  icoo  to  14CO  flaves. 

Believes,  but  for  flavery,  the  laws  would  be  more 
fanguinary. 

Senegal,  befides  flaves,  produces  gum ;  Gambia  a 
little  bees-wax.  Windward  coaft  a  few  dying  woods  ; 
all  over  the  coaft  a  little  ivory.  Trade  in  thefe 
articles  could  not  be  increafcd  -,  nothing  elfe  worth 
mentipning.  The  country  capable  of  producing  all 
Weft  Indian  produdls ;  but  the  inhabitants  too  in- 
dolent to  cultivate  them.  Does  not  believe  it  prac- 
ticable to  obtain  thofe  produfts  from  thence. 
V.  10,  Not  worth  while  to  bring  down  ivory,  but  when 
carried  by  flaves*  Very  fine  cotton  grown  for  home 
ufe ;  could  never  obtain  any  great  quantity. 
P.  !!•  Knows  the  coaft  to  the  river  Sherbro;  no  landing 
heavy  goods,  except  within  the  rivers ;  believes  no 
fafe  landing  between  Sherbro  and  Benin ;  all  open 
coaft  for  300  or  400  leagues.  Between  Benin  and 
Bonny,  40  or  50  leagues  5  fome  fmall  rivers  in  which 
a  lan;i:ng  may  be  made. 
P,  12.  The  prince  who  can  fell  the  flave,  can  certainly 
require  labour  of  him. 

Increafing  the  number  of  cultivators  of  cotton, 
would  proportionably  increafe  the  produce. 
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If  European  goods  could  not  be  had  for  flavcs,  1789. 
the  princes  would  be  induced  to  require  labour  of  v^^V>-^ 
their  people ;  but  is  confident  could  not  fo  obtain 
goods  J  becaufe  cotton  only  would  hear  the  carriage ; 
and  vegetation  liable  to  bedeftroyed  by  locufts.    All  P.  13, 
property  infecure,  from  the  imperfedlion  of  govern- 
ment.    Chiefs  averfe  to  attempt  induftry :  docs  notP*  14. 
believe  the  prince  could  fecure  the  produce  of  the 
lands  diilant  from  the  towns. 

The  people  have  each  their  little  diftrids  for  the 
year  only  ;  the  property  as  fecure  as  it  can  be  in  a 
very  loofe  and  imperfed  govern mentf. 

Theft  punifhed  generally  by  fine,  as  far  as  the  va- 
lue of  the  perfon  of  the  thief,  (fometimcs  10  or  20 
flaves,  p.  17,  or  30,  p.  20.) 

The  mines,  he  has  heard,  are  confidered  as  dcpofitP.  15. 
of  facred  treafure,  to  be  had  recourfe  to  only  on  par- 
ticular occafions  :  fpeaks  particularly  of  Galam,  and 
believes  the  fame  of  Bambarena. 

Between  Senegal  and  Gambia,  the  women  (even 
of  the  highefl  fituations,  p.  )  amufe  themlelves 
with  fpinning  cotton  of  their  own  growth.  Profefled 
weavers  (fometimes  their  own  flaves,  p.  )  weave 
the  cloth  for  hire.  No  other  mechanicks  but  fmiths,P.  16. 
who  make  coarfe  hammers,  adzes,  and  gold  ear-rings 
for  the  ladies.  Houfes  of  reeds,  or  mud  thatched. 
Nobility  and  free  people  ranked  between  the  prince 
and  the  labourer.  No  improvement  in  civilization 
during  his  13  years  refidence.  Obftruftions  to  it 
the  fame  as  among  the  American  favages.  When  in 
Africa,  during  the  war  of  1756,  fewer  (hips  arrived, 
flaves  were  confequently  cheaper.  Underftood  that 
thofe  which  remained  on  hand  were  fent  to  North 
Barbary  and  Egypt  i  no  attempt  was  made  to  fetP.  17. 
them  at  work.  The  flave-trade  always  carried  on 
openly  between  fliips  and  the  natives. 

In  1758  and  1761  (p.  27)  very  terrible  mortality 

occurred  in  two  King's  fliips  (the  London,    bufs; 

the  Union,  hoy-,  and  Goree,  floop,  p.  27)  at  Sene- 

igal^   while   he   was  there  ;  infomuch  that  they  were 
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1789.  forced  to  man  them  with  hired  negroes,  of  which 

w/^sr>^  there  are  great  nurnbers  at  Senegal,  (p.  20.) 

In  merchant-men  mortality  greateft  when  up 
rivers  5  on  open  coaft  as  healthy  as  other  Ihips  be- 
tween the  Tropics. 

P.  18.  Slaves  in  Africa  pretty  well  treated;  allowed  to 
marry,  but  with  their  mailer's  confcnt ;  puniflied  for 
flight  offences  with  ftripes  at  difcretion ;  children 
well  treated.  For  greater  crimes  generally  fold  as 
flaves,  with  confent  of  their  fellow-fervants  j  fpeaks 
of  the  praftice,  not  the  right  of  the  matter;  believes 
it  a  praftice  of  prudence ;  for  were  he  to  treat  his 
flaves  arbitrarily  or  cruelly,  he  would  lofe  them  by 
defertion. 

Wars  very  irregular.  Bufli-fighting.  About  150 
leagues  inland  they  ufe  fire-arms,  furniflied  by  the 
Europeans  and  Moors;  beyond  that,  bows;  and 
every  where  the  javelin. 

P*  I9«  The  people  of  North  Barbary  come  and  buy  flaves, 
and  carry  them  back  a  diftance  of  10  degrees;  a  great 
part  of  that  diftrid  an  uninhabited  defart,  taking 
provifions  with  them,  even  water.  Houfc-flaves 
never  fold  but  for  crimes.  Slaves  near  the  coatt,  who 
fee  Europeans,  do  not  conceive  the  transfer  from 
African  to  European  flavery  to  be  a  hardfliip ;  they 
know  where  they  are  going,  and  for  what  purpofe; 
the  only  hardfliip  is  the  being  feparated  from  thetr 
family.  But  flaves  from  interior  parts  are  terrified 
at  being  put  into  the  hands  of  people  of  different 
colour,  not  knowing  for  what  purpofe. — Afked,  if 
the  being  fold  to  the  Europeans,  be  not  confidered 
as  a  hardfliip ;  has  the  dread  of  it  any  effcft  in  prc- 

?•  20.  venting  crimes  ? — Replied,  only  where  they  have  a 
family ;  and  the  (hame  of  tranfportation,  though 
they  do  not  dread  it,  is  ftill  a  punifliment.  (p.  30.) 
Does  not  think  domeftic  attachments  are  fo  ftrong, 
as  where  polygamy  is  not  allowed. 

Were  the  flave-trade  aboliflicd  by  the  Britifli,  the 
African  princes  might  no  doubt  be  fupplied  with 

Europe^ 
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European  goods  by  other  Europeans   carrying  on  1789. 
the  trade. 

Believes,  that  while  it  is  poflible  for  thofe  princes 
to  get  European  goods  for  flaves,  through  any  chan- 
nel, they  would  not  be  induced  to  acquire  them  by 
the  improved  induftry  of  their  fubjels. 

His  evidence,  when  he  mentions  Senegal,  relates 
to  that  only.  In  his  general  evidence,  his  meaning 
goes  as  far  as  he  has  been,  on  the  Windward  coaft, 
as  far  as  Sherbro. 

About  half  the    flaves   exported   from  Senegal,?.  21. 
natives  of  the  coaft;   and  half  from   the   interior 
country. 

The  making  flaves  in  the  lower  country,  fell 
more  within  his  knowledge.  He  had  the  mode  of 
making  flaves  in  the  interior  country  from  hear-fay, 
from  the  moft  refpedlable  travellers  through  thofe 
countries  (generally  priefts,  p.  23.)  who  gave  him 
no  information  about  their  government,  materiallyP.  22. 
diflferent  from  that  of  the  fca  coaft,  with  which  he 
was  acquainted. 

Has  underftood,  criminals,  in  interior  countries, 
are  tried  by  the  ciders  openly.  Does  not  undertake 
to  fay,  there  are  no  unjuft  ccnviftions  5  but  believes 
jufticc  is  generally  fairly  admlniftered.  The  judge 
has  no  advantage  in  the  ifllie  of  trials. 

Conceives   the   interior  countries,    pf  which    he 
fpeaks,  to  be  the  fame  with  thofe  which  furnifli  flaves 
to  the  reft  of  the  coaft,  as  far  as  Benin,  namely.  Bam- P.  23. 
barena,  &c. 

Has  underftood,  that  many  flaves  from  thofe  coun- 
tries, are  prifoners  of  war :  they  never  told  him  of 
perfons  being  kidnapped. 

The  caufes  he  has  mentioned,  as  preventing  the 
exportation  of  provifions,  apply  to  the  countries  be- 
tween, and  bordering  on,  Senegal  and  Gambia.  A 
little  rice  is  raifed  by  the  natives  in  thofe  countries, 
but  more  toward  Sherbro.  Has  always  known  rice 
purchafed  by  the  fliips  ;  though  fomctimes  they  find 
k  difficult  to  get  enough, 

T\\t 


6  Africa.  Bakhes. 

1789.       The  Jittle  gold  which  is  bought  by  the  Europeans^ 
'-''V^is  got  in  the  mines;  and,  upon  the  Gold  Coaft,  he 
P.  24*    underftood  it  was  collcclcd  by  walhing  the  fands  in 
rivulet.    The  mines  belongs  to  the  diftrifts,  and  are 
under  the  controul  of  the  prince  and  the  prifft.     The 
gold  is  bought  with  European  goods,  but  always  ex- 
pended again  on  the  coafl. 
P.  a^.       During  the  war,  the  number  of  ftiips  to  Africa 
was  leflened  ;  but  the  demand  for  African  produce, 
gold,  wax,  ivory,  and  cam-wood,  was  always  very 
great ;  in  the  poorcft  ftate  of  the  trade,  infinitely 
greater  than  the  fupply. 

The  Haves  are  employed  in  inland  commerce  and . 
agriculture. 
P.  26.  Is  confident  prifoners  of  war,  and  convifts,  would 
not  be  put  to  raife  cotton,  if  they  were  not  fold  to 
the  Europeans,  Does  not  believe  the  abolition  of 
the  flavc  trade  would  make  any  difference  in  the 
people's  induftry. 

There  are  no  public  roads ;  many  horfes  between 
Senegal  and  Gambia,  but  they  are  never  ufed  for 
draft  or  burden.  Land-carriage  is  totally  imprac- 
ticable. 

Never  heard  of  any  rice  fouthward  of  the  Wind- 
ward Coaft. 

In  Senegal  and  Gambia,  the  flaves  of  black  maf- 
ters  are  very  well  fed  (except  in  famines)  with  corn, 
flclh  and  filh.  They  are  not  worked  for  any  regular 
time,  nor  conftantly,  and  never  under  the  whip. 
P.  27.  There  is  no  landing-place  between  Sherbro  and 
the  Bite  of  Benin,  fit  for  landing  and  Ihipping  goods, 
without  great  danger.  A  gre^t  deal  of  (lave  trade 
in  that  diftancc.  At  the  Teveral  faftories  there  are 
landing-places,  but  very  unfafe  ones.  He  has  heard 
the  anchorage  is  fafe  on  all  that  coaft.  Has  never 
heard  of  Ihips  being  loft  by  ftrefs  of  weather  on  the 
Gold  Coaft ;  becaufe  the  wind  is  always  along,  or 
off  ftiore.  Eor  the  fame  reafon  ftiips  can  put  to  fca 
at  plcafurc^ 
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Senegal  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  and   1 789. 
we  have  tio  accefs  to  it.  ^■^-— ^ 

All  he  fays  of  the  Gold  Coaft,  is  from  informa-  P*  ^8. 
tion. 

He  has  not  feen  an  inftance  of  the  Tetanus. 

For  the  reafons  why  fewer  females  than  males  are 
fcnt  out  of  Africa,  he  refers  to  his  evidence  before 
the  Privy  Council. 

The  punifhment  for  adultery  attaches  both  on  the  P.  29. 
man  and  the  woman. 

Men  have  wives  in  proportion  to  their  quality  andP.  30. 
opulence.     The  firft  wife  bearing  a  child,  is  confider- 
ed  as  the  chief  one.     Believes  the  marriage  ceremony 
takes  place  with  every  wife. 

Knows  the  Moors  on  the  northern  fhore  of  the 
Senegal  do  not  crofs  the  river  to  catch  the  negroes. 
AflTerts  this,  from  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
country,  and  correfpondence  with  the  chiefs,  page  32. 

The  African  owner  holds  one  defcription  of  flaves 
as  merchandize ;  another,  the  domeftic,  he  cannot 
fell  but  for  crimes. 

The  Africans  are  fond,  of  European  goods,  only  P.  3U 
as  far  as  their  neccflities  require. 

In  the  earlier  period  of  the  African  trade,  beads, 
&c.  were  much  ufed,  but  it  is  now  generally  reduced 
to  a  demand  for  neceflaries.  He  is  moft  confident, 
the  natives  would  rather  go  without  thofe  goods, 
than  raife  produce  to  procure  them. 

Trials  tor  witchcraft  generally  fecret.  He  does 
not  know  of  any  fair  trial  for  it. 

Does  not  believe  it  is  the  praftice  to  afk  thofe  who  P.  3a. 
offer  flaves  for  fale,  how  they  procured  them. 

Between  Senegal  and  Gambia,  the  inhabitants 
wear  clothing,  chiefly  of  their  own  manufafture,  and 
of  cotton  of  their  own  growth.  He  never  knew  them 
have  more  cotton  than  they  want.  With  great  pains 
he  never  could  get  more  than  a  few  pounds.  He 
might  have  obtained  a  few  cloths  at  a  very  high 
price.  Has  known  two  cloths,  3  yards  long,  if 
yard  wide,  valued  at  two  flaves.    They  are  very  fcl-p.  33; 
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17S9-  ^°^  an  article  of  fale,  hence  their  dcarnefs.  The  na- 
(./■Yv^  ^'^"  manufatture  them  for  thetnfelves.  Believes 
their  high  price  arifes  chiefly  from  the  indolence  of 
the  people.  The  pooreft  female  Ilave  may  have  two 
coarfe  cloths,  which  may  fcrvc  her  for  a  year.  They 
never  wear  more  than  two  at  a  time;  one  over  the 
flioulders,  and  one  round  the  waift.  The  opulent 
will  have  changes ;  but  does  not  think  the  confump- 
tion  exceeds  two  for  each  yearly.  Women  of  the 
higheft  condition  fpin,  alfo  their  flaves.  Profcfled 
weavers,  fometimes  their  own  Qaves,  weave  it.  Does 
P.  34.  not  believe  the  flaves  who,  by  their  mafter*s  com- 
mand, manufafture  the  cloths  i  would,  if  ordered, 
raife  cotton.  It  is  the  labour  of  women  and  children, 
except  the  weaving. 

Has  never  known  women  do  field-work;  fpeaks 
this  of  the  country  between  Senegal  and  Gam- 
bia. 

Very  little  wood  got  from  that  country.  He 
once  imported  fome  very  bad  ebony,  and  loft  by  it; 
alfo  fome  coarfe  mahogany,  dearer  than  it  would 
have  been  here.  Knows  much  ebony  could  not  be 
got.  Believes  more  mahogany  might;  but  not  at 
a  faleable  price.  He  has  not  known  wood  import- 
ed from  that  part  before  he  did  it.  Thinks, 
he  has  heard,  that  the  African  company  made 
an  unfuccefsful  attempt  of  this  kind.  The  wood 
he  imported  was  chiefly  cut  down  by  the  fea- 
men,  and  fome  of  it  by  the  flaves  of  a  white  trader. 
Does  not  believe  thofe  flaves  would  have  obeyed 
their  mafter,  'had  he  ordered  them  to  cultivate  cot- 
ton ;  becaufe  the  one  is  only  a  fervice  of  Ihort  dura- 
tion, to  which  they  would  have  fubmitced,  to  gratify 
him.  Were  the  cutting  of  wood  conftant,  they 
would  not  do  that  neither. 
P.  35.  The  native  fmiths,  free  or  flaves,  make  a  clumfy 
hoe,  axe  and  knife.  There  are  iron  ores  in  Galam  i 
the  high  lands  of  S.  Leone,  feemed  entirely  iron 
ore ;  but  the  natives  know  not  its  ufc. 

Is 
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1789.       Slaves  are  fold  by  black  brokers  to  Europeans." 
■wv^*       They  are  made  flaves  for  theft,  debt,  adultery,  and 
witchcraft.     They  have  as  fair  trials,  according  to 
.    the  laws,  as  elfcwhere.     Trials  for  witchcraft  are  ge- 
nerally in  the  night;  but,  fronn  generally  feeing  all 
fatisfied,  except  the  culprits,  concludes  the  trials 
fair.     Cannot  fay  there  are  no  exceptions;  believes 
many;  knows  fome.     Principals  in  witchcraft  are 
facrificcd  ;  the  reft  generally  fold.     Commonly  the 
whole  family  fuffer  flaveryj  but  here  alfo  are  fomc 
exceptions. 
P.  40.        The  pynims,  judges  or  ciders,  in  the   defpotic 
country,  are  more  dependant  on  the  king's  will^ 
than  on  other  parts  of  the  coaft. 

Convids  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  injured.  Has 
known  thoufands  of  debtors  fold  for  the  benefit  of 
creditors.  Does  not  think  crimes  imputed  to  make 
flaves  i  unlefs  witchcraft  comes  under  that  defcrip- 
tion.  Judges  have  a  fee  at  inftituting  fuits ;  but 
believes  they  have  no  benefit  from  conviftions. 
P.  41.  Thinks  wars  unfrequent;  but  where  they  happen, 
prifoners  may  be  fold.  But  he  generally  found  that 
en  Ikirmifhes  (for  he  admits  not  wars)  between 
towns,  the  difference  is  made  up  by  mediation,  and 
the  prifoners  exchanged  j  except  that  a  man  or  fa- 
mily caufing  a  quarrel,  is  fold. 

Some  have  gold  in  confiderable  quantities;  but  a 
man,  fpcaking  of  his  property,  fpcaks  of  his  flaves  j 
every  thing  elfe  is  fecondary. 

Does  not  know  he  ever  heard  the  word  kidnap- 
ping mentioned  out  of  this  country.  It  cannot  be 
praSifed  to  any  extent,  without  certain  deteftion  ; 
for  the  natives  have  one  general  language,  and  the 
brokers  have  daily  intercourfe  with  the  ftiipping. 
Hence  a  kidnapped  flave  on  board  would  tell  his 
cafe  to  the  brokers,  who,  from  intereft  and  regard 
to  the  laws,  would  find  out  theotfender. 
P,  4a.  Has  no  doubt  human  facrifices  are  generally  prac- 
tifedj  has  had  occular  proof  of  it;  many  thoufands 

are 
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are  facrificed  at  great  mens  funerals  $  (to  which  fuch  lySg. 
facrifices  are  chiefly  confined,  p.  6^.)  every  one  who  wi'v*^ 
knows  the  language,  know  this  to  be  general. 

Knows  of  no  a6bs  of  oppreflion,  but  by  the  king  of 
Apolionia;  nor  of  any  committed  by  the  Euro- 
peans, unlefs  in  one  or  two  inftances ;  in  which  he 
believes  the  offenders  have  been  punilhed  in  this 
country. 

Skirmilhes,  fo  far  from  increafing  the  number  of 
flavcs,  the  prifoncrs  are  generally  exchanged. 

Thinks  the  Gold  Coaft  lefs  favourable  to  culturep,  ^j. 
than  any  other  part ;  except  a  fmall  part  between 
Accra  and  the  river  Volta. 

Very  fmall  quantities  of  gold  and  ivory,  he  con* P.  44. 
ccives,    could  be    protured.     A  fliip  of  lOo  tons 
would  carry  twice  as  much  ivory  as  the  Gold  Coafl: 
affords  in  a  year  (p.  60.)  A  very  fmall  boat  would 
carry  all  the  gold  that  could  be  got. 

When  a  broker  has  flaves,  he  generally  endeavours 
to  get  ivory  for  them  to  bring  down. 

No  navigable  river  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  except  the 
fmall  one  at  Chama,  a  Dutch  fcttlcment  j  and  he  is 
doubtful,  if  even  its  mouth  will  admit  vcffels.  What 
little  he  has  fccn  of  the  country  is  an  impenetrable 
wood. 

Mod  of  the  landings  at  the  forts  are  very  danger 
rous  from  the  furf.  He  knows  of  no  bay  or  har- 
bour capable  of  admitting  a  (hip  of  burden;  (hips 
generally  lie  two  or  three  miles  from  (hore ;  con- 
ceives this  would  be  a  great  drawback  on  the  value 
of  produce  (hipped. 

Should  be  forry  to  attempt  to  colonize  that  coun- 
try ;  the  natives,  and,  ftill  more  the  climate,  would 
oppofe  you. 

Never  knew  the  Gold  Coaft  produce  grain  or 
cotton  for  exportation,  except  Indian  corn  fold  to 
the  (hips :  the  quantity  depends  on  that  of  the  pro- 
vi(ions  they  carry  from  Europe.  The  corn  to  the 
windward  is  different. 

B  2  Never 
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1789.       Never  knew  of  dye-wood  on  the  Gold  Coaft  -,  can^ 
*'*•>"*'   not  lay  there  is  none ;  but  thinks  if  there  had  been 
a"y  Tome  of  it  would  have  pafled  through  his  hands. 
Vf(^  grows  there  much  like  wainfcot. 

While  he  was  there,  the    Dutch,   Danes,   and 

P«  45'  Portugutrze,  a  few  French,  and  a  very  confiderable 
number  of  Americans,  traded  for  flaves.  The  French 
had  then  no  fettlemcnt  there-,  undcrftands  they  now 
have,  or  are  building  one  j  but  their  trade  there  is 
now  confiderable,  not  with  the  natives,  but  with  our 

P,  46.  fliips.  The  Americans  traded  very  confidcrably  on 
that  coall,  on  the  firft  going,  and  till  the  war.  Un- 
dcrftands that  they  have  taken  it  up  again  -,  and  that 
fevcral  of  their  (hips  are  now  there,  chiefly  from 
Bolton  i  but  he  doubts  not  they  will  foon  have  Ihips 
from  other  pprts. 

1  he  Slave-Trade  might  certainly  be  attempted 
to  be  relumed,  if  it  were  given  up  for  a  few  years-j 
but  he  thinks  it  would  be  very  impolitick  to  rclin- 
qui(h  it. 

The  climate  is  generally  very  fatal  to  Europeans; 
though  he  enjoyed  his  health.  Believes  thofe  on 
ftiore  are  more  unhealthy  than  thofe  on  board  (hip. 

Believes  land  is  generally  fo  plenty,  that  every  one 
takes  what  he  likes,  and  Is  not  invaded  till  he  reaps 
his  crop. 

P.  47.  In  moft  towns,  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  there  is  a 
Palaver,  ho  I'fe,  or  Court  of  Juftice,  where  the  judges 
or  tillers  (few  under  the  age  of  60  or  70)  hear  the 
panics,  openly,  for  theft  and  adultery.  But  he  con- 
ceives the  trial  for  witchcraft  to  be  a  fort  of  fccret 
religious  bufinefs,  which  ihcy  conceal.  Only  a  very 
few  are  fold  for  witchcraft. 

P.  48.  Not  one  in  ico  of  the  flaves  exported  are  natives 
of  Apollonia.  The  late  kmg  took  more  pleafure  in 
killing  than  felling  his  flaves;  he  was  a  great  war- 
rior  and  monfterj  he  was  many  years  at  war  with 
the  Dutch,  who  attempted  to  take  his  country, 
which  he  ceded  to  us  in  1765;  believes  many 
tboufands  were  loft  on  both  fides. 

He 
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He, docs  not  believe  affeflion  is  very  predominant  1789. 
in  the  breafts  of  the  negroes ;  but  rather  otherwife  j  ^— v«*# 
can  give  no  particular  reafon.  He  is  fute  they  doP.  48, 
ooc  look  up«n  exile  as  the  greatcft  calamity ;  is 
cenain  that  they  do  not  expcd  to  be  iacrificed  inP*  49< 
the  Weft-Indies. 

Thinks  they  would  have  the  fame  right  to  oppoic 
a  fettlement  on  their  land,  as  a  Wcft-lndia  planter 
would  on  his. 

Never  knew  a  fingte  inilance  of  fcizing  their 
perfons. 

All  his  live  and  dead  ftock  was  bought  from  the 
natives. 

Rice  and  millet  do  not  grow  on  the  Gold  Coaft. 
Thinks  the  freemen  on  the  water-fide  may  be  to  the 
Saves  annually  exported  from  the  water-fide  as  100 
to  one;  (p.  51.)  fuppofes  the  (laves  exported  from 
the  watcr-fide  arc  moflly  domeftics. 

Often  a  convift's  family  redeem  him  with  a  flavejP.  50. 
if  not,  he  is  fold.  That  flave  is  from  the  inland 
country ;  |of  whom  moft  people  of  confequence  have 
fome.  A  towns-man  on  the  coaft,  to  redeem  his 
fbn.  Sec.  if  he  cannot  get  a  flave  any  other  way, 
will  buy  one  from  the  Europeans. 

The  women  moftly  cultivate  the  land,  and  do  the 
houfe  drudgery  ;  the  men  are  chiefly  filhermen, 
fome  are  huntnncn;  but  Blh  is  the  great  article  of 
trade. 

He  knows  not  of  any  manufafture  on  the  Gold 
Coaft.  In  moft  villages  there  is  an  aukward  fort  of 
a  bUckfmith,  their  only  rradefman.  In  the  towns 
the  Europeans  have  (hops;  the  natives  none. 

Believes  a  convict's  family  are  not  fold,  except?.  51. 
for  witchcraft. 

He  confidcrs  domcftic  flaves  as  freemen,  from 
having  all  their  advantages-,  but  it  is  difficult  to 
afcertain  who  the  domcftic  flaves  in  a  family  are. 

Guefles  there  might  be  more  than  one, two,  orp,  52. 
three  villages,  with  3  or  4000  inhabitants,  within 
Bve  miles  of  his  rcfidcnce. 

The 
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1789.        The  brokers  generally  fell  the  flaves  from  the 

w>v«o  inland  partSj  who  make  }  of  the  whole,  as  fuon  as 

they  can,    to  fave  expenfe  of  feeding  and  rilk  of 

p.  5^,  mortality.  They  do  not  employ  them.  The  other  f 
are  generally  fold  jull  after  they  are  made  flaves,  &c. 
He  has  known  brokers  keep  flaves  on  hand,  to  raifc 
the  price.  Convi£ts  are  generally  confined  till  fold. 
He  who  receives  a  flave,  in  exchange  for  a  con^ 
vi£t>  may  ufe  him  as  he  pleafes ;  he  may  fell  him  to 
the  Europeans,  or  incorporate  him  among  his  do- 
mc(tics;  fuppofcs  fuch  are  generally  fold  to  tho 
fiiipping.    ' 

For  debt  and  adultery,  it  is  common,  and  fome- 
times  for  theft,  to  exchange  another  flave  for  him 

f  •  54*  condemned.  Believes  it  is  (lipulated,  that  an  adul- 
terer, with  the  king's,  or  a  great  man's  wife,  fliali 
not  live  in  the  country. 

Convids  for  witchcraft  are  generally  put  to  death, 
as  viftims,  immediately  after  the  fentencc.  There 
is  very  little  opportunity  of  knowing  what  pafles  in 
thofe  cafes :  but  he  generally  underltood,  that  they 
put  one,  or  more  to  death,  to  appeafc  the  injurcd- 
The  number  fold  or  killed  for  witchcraft  is  very 
trifling.  Trials  for  witchcraft  being  fecret,  in  the 
night,  their  fnuation  can  be  known  only  from  the 
fellers,  or  the  convi^s,  who,  not  confidering  it  dif- 
graceful,  make  no  fecret  of  what  they  were  fold  for. 

P.  55.  It  is  not  the  praftice  to  aflc  the  feller,  or  the  flave, 
what  was  his  crime  j  he  fliould  not  have  aflced  it, 
had  he  known  the  language,  Thofe  of  inland  flaves 
are  different,  and  wholly  unintelligible  to  Europeans. 
Having  often  miffed  a  man  or  woman  out  of  a 
town,  he  has  been  told  by  the  town's  people,  they 
had  been  condemned  for  witchcraft.  Witchcraft 
attaching  to  the  whole  family,  none  of  that  family 
remain  to  redeem  the  convi6t:  but  believes  it  is  not 
unufual  forfomeof  the  younger  children  to  be  fpared. 
Perfons  fo  condemned,  are  fold  under  exprefs  agree- 
ment, that  they  fhall  not  be  put  on  Ihore  again. 
Should  the  European  redeem  fuch,  he  would  iuffer 

very 
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very  materially.     Being  confidered  as  dangerous,  ^7^9- 
ihcy  are  generally  hurried  out  of  the  country  the  *— »-^ 
moment  after  conviftion.    He  has  not  a  doubt,  that,P.  57, 
in  the   total  abfcnce  of  fhipping,  they  would  alt 
fuflFcr  death. 

Few  of  the  2000  flavcs  furnifhcd  by  the  coaft  are 
prifoncrs  of  war.  The  FanteeSj  on  the  watcr-fide, 
were  in  peace  almotl  all  his  time.  There  was  ai 
fcrious  war  between  the  Fantees  and  AJhantees,  the 
two  nnoft  powerful  nations  we  know  of,  fhortly  after 
his  arrival,  for  a  year  or  more.  It  was  an  inland 
war,  caufcd,  he  believes,  by  the  Afhantees  wilhing 
for  part  of  the  coaA  ;  thinks  he  can  confidently  lay* 
it  was  not  caufcd  or  prolonged  for  making  flaves ;  ic 
feemed  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  falc  of  flaves.  Believes, 
in  the  flcirmilhcs  near  his  rcfidcnce,  the  prifoners 
were  redeemed  in  19  cafes  out  of  20. 

Conceives  that  many  arc  fold  for  theft,  fewer  for 
adultery,  and  the  feweft  for  debt. 

Three-fourths  of  the  whole  are  not  confined ; 
being  from  Inland,  the  black  broker  is  not  afraid  of 
their  defcrting.  The  men  of  the  other  one-fourth 
have  their  wrifts  fattened  to  a  log  25  or  301b.  weight. 

The  natives  like  European  goods  very  well  -,  but 
do  not  like  to  pay  too  dear  for  them,  preferring  their 
own  gold. 

Has  generally  found  fo  little  induftry  in  them,  P.  ^ 
that  he  thinks,  they  would  not  endeavour  to  raifc 
produce,  to  procure  European  goods;  but  he  docs 
not  aflert  this  as  faft.  Though  the  ftiips  buy  all  the 
corn  for  fale,  yet  many  are  obliged  to  make  up  what 
they  want,  at  the  neighbouring  iflands.  This  de- 
mand is  pretty  certain  j  the  natives  know  the  number 
of  European  fettlers,  and  of  fiiips  expefted.  If  they 
were  difpofed  to  induftry,  he  knows  of  no  market 
for  the  corn,  and  the  few  vegetables  they  raife. 

Near  the  watcr-fide  it  is  very  rocky;  except  fome**  "O, 
foots.     Where  he  was,  (once  20  miles  inland)  the 
ifoil  is  fo  rocky,  that  it  could  not  produce  much  elfc 

than 
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1789.  The  brokers  generally  fell  the  flaves  from  the 
<-«v*«*  inland  parts,  who  make  i  of  the  whole,  as  foon  as 
they  can,  to  fave  expenfe  of  feeding  and  rilk  of 
p.  53.  mortality.  They  do  not  employ  them.  The  other  | 
are  generally  fold  juft  after  they  are  made  flaves,  &c. 
He  has  known  brokers  keep  Haves  on  hand,  to  raife 
the  price.    Convids  are  generally  confined  till  fold. 

He  who  receives  a  flave,  in  exchange  for  a  con- 
vi6b>  may  ufe  him  as  he  pleafes ;  he  may  fell  him  to 
the  Europeans,  or  incorporate  him  among  his  do- 
meflics ;  fuppofes  fuch  are  generally  fold  to  the 
Ihipping.    " 

For  debt  and  adultery,  it  is  common,  and  fome- 

tlmes  for  theft,  to  exchange  another  Have  for  him 

f  ■  54-    condemned.     Believes  it  is  ftipulated,  that  an  adal- 

cerer,  with  the  king's,  or  a  great  man's  wife,  Ihall 

not  live  in  the  country. 

Convifts  for  witchcraft  are  generally  put  to  death, 
as  viSims,  immediately  after  the  fentencc.  There 
is  very  little  opportunity  of  knowing  what  pafles  ia 
thofe  cafes:  but  he  generally  underllood,  that  they 
put  one,  or  more  to  death,  to  appeafe  the  injured. 
The  number  fold  or  killed  for  witchcraft  is  very 
trifling.  Trials  for  witchcraft  being  fccret,  in  the 
night,  their  licuation  can  be  known  only  from  the 
fellers,  or  the  convicts,  who,  not  confidering  it  dif- 
graceful,  make  no  fccret  of  what  they  were  fold  for, 
P.  ss.  It  is  not  the  praftice  to  a(k  the  feller,  or  the  (lave, 
what  was  his  crime  j  he  fliould  not  have  afked  it, 
had  he  known  the  language.  Thofe  of  inland  Haves 
are  different,  and  wholly  unintelligible  to  Europeans. 

Having  often  milted  a  man  or  woman  out  of  a 
town,  he  has  been  told  by  the  town's  people,  they 
had  been  condemned  for  witchcraft.  Witchcraft 
attaching  to  the  whole  family,  none  of  that  family 
remain  to  redeem  the  convid:  but  believes  it  is  not 
unufual  forfomcof  ihc  younger  children  to  be  fpared. 
Fcrfons  fo  condemned,  are  Ibid  under  exprels  agree- 
ment, that  they  fhall  not  be  put  on  Ihore  again. 
Should  the  European  redeem  fuch,  he  would  lulfer 

very 
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▼cry  materially.      Being  confidered  as  dangerous,  1789, 
they  are  generally  hurried  out  of  the  country  the  *-nr*J 
moment  after  conviftion.    He  has  not  a  doubt,  that,P,  57, 
in   the  total  abfcnce  of  (hipping,  they  would  all 
fuffcr  death. 

Few  of  the  2000  flaves  furniflied  by  the  coaft  are 
prifoners  of  war.  The  Fan  tees,  on  the  water-fide, 
were  in  peace  almoft  all  his  time.  There  was  a 
ferious  war  between  the  Fantees  and  Alhantees,  the 
two  mod  powerful  nations  we  know  of,  (hortly  after 
his  arrival,  for  a  year  or  more.  It  was  an  inland 
war,  caufed,  he  believes,  by  the  Alhantees  wifhing 
for  part  of  the  coaft  ;  thinks  he  can  confidently  fay, 
it  was  not  caufed  or  prolonged  for  making  flaves ;  it 
feemed  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  fale  of  flaves.  Believes, 
in  the  flcirmiflies  near  his  refidence,  the  prifoners 
were  redeemed  in  19  cafes  out  of  ao. 

Conceives  that  many  are  fold  for  theft,  fewer  for 
adultery,  and  the  feweft  for  debt. 

Three-fourths  of  the  whole  are  not  confined; 
being  from  inland,  the  black  broker  is  not  afraid  of 
their  defcrting.  The  men  of  the  other  one-fourth 
have  their  wrifts  fattened  to  a  log  25  or  3olb.  weight. 

The  natives  like  European  goods  very  well ;  but 
do  not  like  to  pay  too  dear  for  them,  preferring  their 
own  gold. 

Has  generally  found  fo  little  induftry  in  them,P.59» 
that  he  thinks,  they  would  not  endeavour  to  raifc 
produce,  to  procure  European  goods ;  but  he  does 
not  afl[ert  this  as  fadb.  Though  the  fliips  buy  all  the 
corn  for  fale,  yet  many  are  obliged  to  make  up  what 
they  want,  at  the  neighbouring  iflands.  This  de- 
mand is  pretty  certain  j  the  natives  know  the  number 
of  European  fettlers,  and  of  ftiips  expedled.  If  they 
were  difpofed  to  induttry,  he  knows  of  no  market 
for  the  corn,  and  the  few  vegetables  they  raife. 

Near  the  water-fide  it  is  very  rocky;  except  fomeP*  ^ 
fpots.     Where  he  was,  (once  20  miles  inland)  the 
foil  is  fo  rocky^  that  ic  could  not  produce  much  elfc 

than 
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1789.  than  Indian  corn.    There  is  no  inland  water  com* 
*"■*■>'  munication,  no  bcafts  of  burden,  (p.  61.)  and  the 
Ihipping  of  bulky  articles,  except  at  one  feafon  of 
the  year,  would  be  very  dangerous  and  expcnfive. 

Suppofes  the  inhabitants  would  not  be  fond  of 
employing  the  native  flavei  and  thofe  for  fale  in 
agriculture.  It  would  be  as  dangerous  as  fo  em- 
ploying convids  in  England  (p.  6y  65,  6S.) 

They  have  all  their  clothing  from  Europe;  not 
a  yard  of  cloth  is  made  on  the  Gold  coaft.  To 
leeward  of  the  river  Volta,  he  underftands,  they 
ufe  indigo ;  (and  bring  it  to  great  peri'e^ftion,  p. 
70)  but  not  that  he  remembers  on  the  GoU  Coaft. 
".  61,  Believes  he  faw  3  or  4  Arabian  horlcs  while  he 
was  there.  He  imported  hoifes>  but  they  did  not 
live. 

For  the  laft  10  years  of  his  refidence,  he  faw  al- 
moft  every  fliip  fail,  (that  had  fini(hed  her  bufmefs, 
p.  63.)  When  a  fhip  happened  10  fail  at  night. 
It  was  to  take  the  benefit  of  an  early  land-wind  ^ 
but  moft  fliips  fail  from  5  to  11  A.  M.  (p.  64.) 

He  is  confiderably  concerned  in  the  Slave- Trade: 
ihould  have  faid  that  at  Brft,  had  he  not  been  con- 
vinced, that  it  would  not  influence  his  evidence. 
P.  63.        If  a  cloth  2  yards  rq\iare  is  called  clothing,  they 
are  all  clothed. 
,  Familirs  generally  plant  corn  and  a  few  vegetables, 

which,  with  Bfh  (a  great  article  of  their  trade)  form 
the  chief  of  thtir  food. 

Molt  freemen  in  the  towns  have  2,  3,  or  more 
flaves,  who  cut  fire-wood  for  the  (hipping,  by  their 
order.  If  a  flave  of  his  difobeycd  him,  he  fold  him; 
and  fuppoles  a  free  native  would  do  the  fame. 
*■  ^3*  1  he  faftory  (laves  and  their  forefathers  have  been 
handt;d  down  from  time  to  timej  and  now  are  moft- 
ly  born  flaves. 

The  Gold  Coaft  produces  cotton,  which  might  be 
cultivated',  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  the  na- 
tives CO  do  it.    He  planted  the  only  pieces  of  cot- 
ton 
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ton  he  ever  faw  there,  which  might  be  the  fize  of  the  1789. 
floor  of  this  houfe.,    The  natives  would  not  gather  *— v^ 
it,  though  offered  ten  times  its  value.  Doubtlew  they 
received  for  flaves  the  fame  articles  he  offered. 

Does  not  fuppole  his  having  redeemed  fome  (laves 
from  facrifice,  had  much  effed  on  the  praftice }  it 
lefiened  the  number  in  that  inftance. 

Has    generally    heard  fuits  for  witchcraft    have  P.  64; 
taken  place  on  the  fudden  unaccountable  death  of 
the  flave's  maftcr  or  miflrefs. 

Cannot  fuppofc  couples  are  fo  conftant  there,  as 
■where  a  man  has  only  one  wife.  If  wives  have  money 
to  pay  the  forfeit,  they  generally  follow  their  inclina- 
tions. Men  and  women  convifted  of  adultery,  re- 
deem themfelves,  or  forfeit  liberty.  Says,  from  muchP.  65, 
experience,,  as  many  females  as  males  could  not  be 
hul.  He  has  bought  fome  hundreds — fome  thou- 
fands. 

He  never  buried  10  flaves,  young  and  old. 

Cannot  fay,  whether  the  free  natives  are  fubjeft 
to  Tetanus. 

They  have  no  punilhment  that  he  knows  of,  but 
death  and  flavery,  (p.  69.) 

No  doubt  the  large  canoes  which  carry  off  flaves, 
might  c^rry  off  produce. 

The  lapd  may  be  cultivated  j  but  this  removes 
not  the  general  inconvenience  of  the  rocks.  Docs  P.  66, 
not  fuppofe  loooih  part  of  the  land  capable  of  pro- 
ducing corn,  yams,  &c.  is  cultivated.  Cotton  will 
grow  there,  and  does  grow  wild.  Rice  has  often 
been  unfuccefsfully  tried  j  it  is  peculiar  to  another 
part  of  Africa. 

Believes  flaves  generally  require  mafters  at  their        « 
heels  J  and  fo  would  free  men. 

Admits  his  evidence  before  the  Privy  Council  as 
faft  (p.  71. J  P.  67, 

It  often  happens  that  1  (lave  in  a  lot  of  S  or  10  is 

refufed,    for  fome   little    defeift,   though    otherwifc 

ftrong.     He  has  generally  found  fuch  importunate 

C  to 
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1789.   to  be  bought,  and  endeavouring  to  ihow  himfclf  aj 
'— v**  capable   of    labour  as  the  reft.      Generally   nine- 
tcnths  of  all  he  has  bought  fecmed  pleafed  at  ex- 
changing Black  for  White  mailers.    Believes  their 

P.  68.  joy  arifcs  from  removing  from  a  fituation,  where  they 
think  their  lives  in  danger,  from  being  fubfervient 
to  their  mafter's  will.  Matters  put  fiaves  to  death 
in  their  rites;  and  probably  in  cafes  unknown  to 
Europeans.  He  cannot  fpeak  to  the  caufe  fo  well 
as  to  the  faft. 

P.  6g.  The  Europeans  are,  at  all  times,  ready  to  buy 
flaves  oflFered  to  them. 

An  inland  country,  between  Accra  and  the  river 
Volta,  makes  a  trifling  number  of  cloths,  which 
being  brought  to  Accra,  may  have  given  rife  to  the 
idea  that  they  are  made  there. 

P.  7^.  Has  been  told  by  judges  that  the  wild  indigo, 
between  Accra  and  the  river  Volta,  is  very  infcriour 
to  that  of  other  parts. 

Mr.  Baggs's  evidence  is  a  mere  burlefque  of  the 
cultivation  of  Africa.  He  admits  that  from  Accra 
to  the  river  Volta  is  level  and  more  fertile  than  the 
reft  of  the  Gold  Coaft;  the  diSerence  between  that  and 
other  parts  of  Africa  defcribed  by  him  very  ftriking ; 

F.  7  !•  but  thinks  Mr.  Baggs  paints  it  in  too  high  colours. 
May  have  ftatcd  that  indigo  grew  wild  about 
Accra ;  but  remembers  not  to  have  faid,  it  was  in 
ufe;  nor  has  he  feen  in  the  book  (viz.  The  Privy 
Council  Report)  that  part  of  his  evidence.  If  there 
ftated,  as  part  of  his  evidence,  he  docs  not  recolleft 
having  feen  it.  Certainly  had  an  opportunity  of  re- 
viftng  the  minutes. 

P«72.  Does  not  know  that  princes  keep  women  to  breed 
flaves  for  fale. 


Witncfs 
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1789.  puniOied  by  flavcry-,  but  the  principals,  in  witch- 
'—V-*'  craft,  «re  generally  ftrangled  and  then  burnt.    The 
reft  of  the  family  are  made  flaves. 

The  north  of  the  river  Sherbro  produces  cam- 
wood ^  the  fouth,    malaguetta  pepper;    the  whole 
rice,  and  fome  little  ivory. 
P*  76.       rias  made  3  voyages  to  Angola,  and  always  lived 
on  fhore. 

That  part  of  Angola  we  trade  to,  governed  by  a 
king,  under  many  fevere  reftri£tions. 

Slaves  fent  from  Angola,  like  moft  other  places, 
generally  come  from  inland ;  the  reft  from  the  king- 
dom on  the  beach.  They  become  flaves  for  the 
fame  crimes,  as  in  other  parts.  Trials  fair  and 
open  before  the  princes  of  the  blood,  fomctimes  the 
king.  The  party  aggrieved  has  the  benefit  of  con- 
p,  ^,   vidts.    It  is  the  fame  on  the  Grain  Coaft. 

The  part  of  Angola  we  trade  to  is  very  fmall.  In 
a  larger  fcnfe,  it  takes  in  Loango  St.  Paul's,  and  ex- 
tends about  5  degrees. 

It  produces  red  or  barwood,  and  a  little  ivory: 
knows  of  nothing  clfe.  A  very  few  ftiips  have  been 
in  the  barwood  trade :  believes  in  nothing  elfe. 

In  his  firft  voyage  as  mafter  (of  the  Fairy  of 
Liverpool,  p.  103)  in  1783,  had  45  men,  more 
than  one-half  landmen  :  feamen  not  then  to  be  got. 
Out  between  6  and  7  months.  Loft  none.  Had 
P.  78.  45°  negroes  on  board,  of  whom  he  loft  17  or  18. 
Tons  108,  perhaps  more.  Voyage  was  to  Angola 
and  Tortola  (where  arrived  June  1783,  p.  103.) 
Second  voyage  in  fame  Ihip  to  Angola  and  Dominica.. 
Out  about  14  months,  more  than  7  on  the  coaft, 
from  the  number  of  Frenchmen  then  there.  Crew 
33  or  or  34:  remembers  not  going  to  fea,  but  that 
more  than  one-half  (always  one-half,  p.  79.)  were 
landmen.  Loft  4  of  fevers.  Purchafed  about  320 
negroes,  and  loft  near  40,  from  the  length  of  the 
purchafe,  and  the  want  of  their  natural  food,  which 
that  country  never  affords  for  negroes  exported. 
P.  79.   Third  voyage  in  the  fame  ftiip,  to  C.  Mount,  on  the 

Grain 
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Grain  Coaft,  and  Dominica.  Had  3+  men.  Sent  1789. 
the  £hip  off,  with  3j  of  the  men  he  took  out,  after  w-v^x* 
be  had  been  17  months  on  the  coaft.  He  was  in  all 
ag  months:  3  were  officers  who  ftaid  with  him,  3  were 
loft  in  craft,  and  3  died  of  fevers.  Left  the  coaft, 
as  captain  of  a  fhip  (Lark  of  Liverpool,  p.  104.) 
Jan.  1788.  Had  on  board  290  negroes,  and  loft  1. 
(Arrived  in  W.  Indies,  Feb.  1788,  p.  104.) 

Believes  heavy  articles  cannot  be  Ihippcd  or  land- P.  80. 
ed,  on  the  Windward  Coaft,  from  the  heavy,  con- 
ftant,  and  univerfal  furf.  Rice  is  brought  gene- 
rally in  very  fmall  bafkcts,-  in  canoes,  and  is  very 
generally  wet.  He  often  could  not  get  enough  of 
rice. 

Knows  of  no  dye-woods  near  C.  Mount.  River 
Sherbro  produces  much  camwood,  ^nd  no  where 
eile,  that  he  knows,  in  the  diftriift.  Wax  here  un- 
known: the  whole  produces  fome  ivory,  maiaguetta 
pepper  in  cmc  part,  and  rice  over  the  whole.  Thinks 
our  market  overftockcd  with  camwood  and  bar- 
wood.  Apprehends  it  impolTible  to  extend  the 
ivory  trade  in  this  place. 

On   the  Wood  Coaft  eaft  of  Sherbro  there  is  noP.  81. 
river  where  a  boat  of  4  or  5  feet  water  could  go  12 
miles  up. 

Never  knew  nor  heard  of  kidnapping. 
Slaves  on  board  are,  moft  affurcdly,  treated  hu- 
manely. Rice  is  t  principal  article  of  their  food  on 
the  Windward  Coaft,  alio  caffada,  palm-oil,  many 
glutinous  herbs,  pepper-,  on  the  coaft  often  filh. 
I  When  rice  enough  cannot  be  got,  ftiips  carry  out 
beans  and  ftock-Blh;  and  from  Africa,  palm-oil> 
pepper,  flieep,  goacs,  fowls.  The  beans  are  gene- 
rally fplit,  but  has  fcen  them  otherwife.  Never 
knew  flaves  on  boarJ  without  plenty  of  Tood.  It  is 
almoft  the  folc  employment  ot  the  officers  to  ferveP.  82.' 
them.  The  natives  of  Angola  live  on  caffada,  fifli, 
and  a  little  Indian  corn.  Angola  affording  no  food, 
fltips  always  carry  out  beans,  and  he  always  called 
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1789.  at  the  Wood  Coaft  for  rice*  when  to  be  got  (fee 
^^•r^  p.  93.>  Never  faw  the  negroes  want  water  on  the 
paffage.  Ships  from  the  Windward  Coaft  fometimes 
water  at  S.  Leone ;  though  all  Ihips  employ  the  na- 
tives to  bring  water.  They  conftantly  take  about 
one  gallon  per  head  per  day,  for  two  months,  but 
generally  10  weeks,  from  the  Windward  Coaft. 
The  palTagc  being  more  certain  from  Angola,  Icli 
water  is  fuppofed  uifficient. 

The  men  are  generally  in  irons  (a  right  and  left 
leg  and  arm,  p.  85)  the  women  never.  (This  is  the 
cafe  in  moft  fliips,  p.  106.)  Many  take  off  the  irons 
only  when  they  reach  the  W.  Indies.    Others,  of 

P.  82.  whom  he  was  one,  when  they  leave  the  coaft,  (fee 
p.  109.) 

P.  8j.  Generally  ftiips  can  only  fail  very  early  in  the 
morning  when  the  land  breeze  blows.  They  may 
.  fail  along  the  G.  Coaft ;  but  cannot  well  get  from 
it  any  other  time.  A  fignal  for  failing  always  flying 
3  or  4  weeks  before.  A  few  mornings  before  failing, 
a  gun  is  daily  fired.  The  natives  know  thefc  fignals. 
In  good  weather,  the  Oaves  are  on  deck  all  day, 
and  the  grown  ones  below  at  night.  Many  of  the 
younger  ones  run  where  they  pleafe  night  and  day. 
Never  fuppofed  one  died  from  crowding.  Trade- 
wind,  they  go  from  under  the  gratings  to  keep 
from  cold. 

Every  attention  is  paid  to  the  tick.  For  his  6 
voyages  as  furgeon  he  vifited  them  3  or  4  times  in 
the  night.  All  fhips  are  amply  fupplied  with  me- 
dicines, fago,  wine,  &c.     Cleanlinefs,  fumigations, 

^  &c.  and  above  all,  frefh  air  fupplied. 

r.  84.  Never  knew  repellents  ufed  to  make  flaves  up  for 
fale.  (Never  ufed  them  himfelf,  nor  heard  of  their 
being  ufed,  p.  no.)  The  whites'  health  particularly 
attended  to.  The  greateft  mortality  falls  on  land- 
men from  being  unfcafoned  to  the  country. 

Saw  no  manufaftures  on  Windward  Coaft,  but  a 
few  deeping  mats.    Some  chiefs  wear  clothes  from    ' 
a  country  they  cannot  defcribe.    In  Angola  they    ' 

make 
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make  a  ftnall  grafs-cloth,  the  medium  of  trade,  alfo  178 9, 
a  few  caps  and  pipes  curioufly  formed.     A  fhip  load  ^^«v^^ 
would  not  fetch  5L  in  England,     Apprehends  few 
of  them  could  be  procured. 

Has  often  heard  that  a  very  few  flaves  from  in- 
land are  prifoners  of  war.     On  the  coafl:  war  alwaysP.  85. 
deftroys  the  flave-trade.      Never  heard  they   were 
made  or  prolonged  for  making  flaves. 

The  fir  ft  voyage  one  man  left  him  in  the  Weft 
Indies.    The  fecond  voyage  alfo  one,  and  four  died. 

In  moft  (hips  you  may  ftand  upright  under  the 
gratings,  in  others  all  over  the  fliip.  In  very  fmall 
fliips  often  not  above  four  feet.  His  fliip  5  feet  10 
inches,  under  the  gratings  6  feet  10  inches,  with 
platforms  all  round  nearly  in  the  middle  between  the?,  86. 
decks,  about  2  feet  1 1  inches  from  each,  quite  full 
of  flaves. 

Slaves  who  fpeak  the  fame  language  are  chained 
together.     Recolkds  not  an  inftance  to  the  contra-  « 
ry.  (fee  p.  106.) 

Never  faw  it  neceflfary  to  force  the  flaves  to  dance. 

Thinks,  but  for  the  negroes,  no  ivory  would  comep,  87. 
down,  and  that  all  we  receive,  and  for  which  we  give 
every  encouragement,  would  not  pay  carriage,  inde- 
pendent of  the  negroes. 

The  natives,  no  doubt,  wifli  for  our  goods.  Near 
the  beach,  making  no  cloth,  they  are  always  clothed 
from  Europe.  Guns,  powder,  fpirits,  and  tobacco^ 
from  habit,  may  be  reckoned  neceflaries. 

Ivory  is  their  only  article  that  could  be  ufeful  to 
us«  Some  mats  and  cloths  have  been  imported,  but 
never  fetched  a  price.  Believes  more  of  them  might 
be  produced,  but  not  ivory.  Apprehends  rice  could 
not  be  greatly  cultivated;  for  the  quick  vegetation 
xnakes  the  labour  of  clearing  land  ahnoft  incredible.  ' 

No  doubt  fonie  of  the  foil  might  be  applied  to  manyp^  88# 
articles  of  produce.     Much  is  now  uncultivated. 

Moft  generally  the  flaves  in  his  fliip  had  room  to 
lie  on  their  backs  —  fometimes  not.  In  moft  of  lafl: 
war,  all  the  French,  and  many  Englifli,  quitted  the 

trade. 
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1789.  trade.  Thofe  that  went  found  plenty  of  (laves,  and 
^i^y^  cheap,  (believes  fomething  under  lol.  each,  p.  104) 
hence  feme  crowded  Ihips.  In  his  !aft  voyage,  (in 
the  Tartar,  p.  103.)  as  fufgeon,  to  Angola,  in  1781 
and  early  in  1782,  the  flaves  wanted  room.  Of  his 
602  negroes,  few,  except  upon  deck,  had  the  breadth 
of  their  backs,  and  he  loft  only  nine  to  Jamaica. 
Believes  the  tonnage  from  130  to  150  tons,  (old 
regifter,  p.  91.)  but  not  pofitive. — In  his  next  voy- 
age, as  mafter,  they  were  pretty  much  in  the  fame 
fituation.  The  vcflel,  106  or  108  tons  by  regifter, 
,  the  flaves  450,  the  lofs  17  or  18, — 45  whites,  p.  89. 
P.  89.  In  his  laft  voyage,  the  fliip  might  be  about  120  tons, 
(old  regifter,  p.  9a.)  Seamen  (Icpt  upon  fpars  be- 
tween fore  and  main-maft,  as  in  all  Guinea-men. 
From  50  to  60  Haves  perhaps  flept  on  deck,  and  40 
to  45  in  the  cabin,  the  reft  below  j  but  docs  not  pre- 
cifely  remember.  The  cabin,  (which  would  have 
held  25  to  30,  and  with  platforms  fuppofcs  15  more, 
at  leaft,  p,  91.)  taken  up  by  a  fick  white  trader,  fo 
that  perhaps  all  the  (laves  had  not  the  breadth  of 
their  backs.  (70  boys  and  20  men  flept  on  deck. 
None  at  all  in  irons,  p.  92.)  Had  290  flaves,  and 
loft  but  one.  In  lix  other  voyages,  as  far  as  he  re-  , 
P.  89.  members,  they  might  have  lain  on  their  backs,  had 
P.  90.  they  chofe. — In  the  (hip  of  108  tons,  with  450  flaves, 
the  breadth  might  be  22  or  2j  feet. —  Provifion* 
abaft  in  rooms  for  the  purpofe.  Water  in  holdj  and 
for  10  days  on  deck — carried  feveral  puncheons  to 
the  Weft-Indies.  Water  took  up  little  of  the  deck', 
and  the  negroes,  not  one  of  whom  was  in  irons.,  had 
—  room  enough  for  amufement.     The  two  boats  flung 

'  ■  on  the  quarters.  Two  main  hatchways,  about  five 
feet  fquare,  but  not  pofitive.  A  fmall  one  forwards 
into  the  fuel-room.  Two  fmall  ones  abaft,  into  the 
provifion-room. 

Guinea  feamen  fubjeft  to  fevers,  feldom  to  dyfen- 
teries.     Rccollei5ts  no  other  general  difeafe. 

Negroes,   in  Africa,   daily  rub  themfelves  with 
pRlnv-oil> 
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palm-oil,  when  to  be  got.     This  is  alfo  done  in  the  1789. 
Nliddle  Paflage,  from  cleanlinefs.  *-^nr^.o 

His  grcatcft  mortality  was  from  Angola,  where  theP.  g^. 
natives  live  on  caflada  foured,  which  refills  the 
fcurvy,  of  which  9  of  10  that  he  loft,  died. — Of  his 
600  flaves  from  Angola,  he  loft  but  9,  from  quick 
purchafc.  From  50  to  200  were  then  offered  for 
falc  in  a  day. 

The  trade  is  made  on  (hore,  and  they  are  feldomP.  94. 
heard  of  till  they  come  into  the  fadory.     He  made 
the  trade  on  fhore  for  two  voyages.     When  they 
were  fo  plenty,   1782,  thinks  they  coft  about  one-  * 

third  of  the  price  he  afterwards  paid. 

Guinea  (hips  obliged  to  take  more  men  than  are  P.  95. 
neceffary  for  navigation.  Cannot  fee  that  their  all 
remaining  on  board  after  arrival  in  the  Weft  Indies 
would  hurt  owners.  Never  knew  maftcrs  of  Guinea- 
men  perfuade  or  oblige  feamen  to  defcrt  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  In  three  voyages  he  left  only  three  men 
there.  In  his  paffage  to  Africa,  he  never  reftridcd 
the  men  in  provifions.  On  the  coaft  was  obliged  to 
put  them  to  allowance,  to  prevent  embezzlement 
with  the  natives — generally  i  lb.  beef  and  ilb.  bread 
daily.  Never  knew  them  ftintcd  in  water.  Flour, 
peafe,  and  oatmeal  generally  half  a  pint  daily,  or 
more,  with  fome  butter.  Different  mafters,  he  be- 
lieves, give  different  articles  on  different  days;  with 
him  generally  flour  twice  a  week,  peafe  as  long  as 
good,  oatmeal,  if  found,  for  breakfaft,  and  butter 
occafionally.  He  had  always  water  abroach  for  thep.  ^6. 
feamen.  The  continuance  of  this  allowance  through 
the  Middle  Paffage,  will  depend  on  the  length  of 
purchafe.  Thinks  a  (hip,  with  two  flaves  to  a  ton, 
and  the  ufual  crew,  can  take  enough  of  provifions  to 
keep  up  this  allowance  for  the  voyage. 

Thinks  no  leamen  were  ever  better  treated  than 
his.      Wiflies  not  to  go  on  hcarfay.      Never  fold 
fpirits  to  his, crew;  but  has  fccn  it  done  in  one  or 
two  fliips.     His  had  a  dram  every  morning.     They  P.  97, 
icceivc  half  their  wages  in  the  Weft  Indies.     Knows 

D  of 
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1789.  of  no  dcduftions  but  one  fliilling  per' month  for  the 
<— <-^  hofpiials,  and  for  a  few  flops  they  may  have  had, 
(f<^e  p.  100.)  There  is  an  invoice-price-,  but  the 
faic-price  fixed  by  the  captain,  who  has  no  intereft 
in  it,  (fee  p.  100.)  Half-wages  paid  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  to  enable  men  to  lay  in  things  to  prcfent  their 

P.  98.  friends  with  on  their  return.  Has  known  officers  in 
their  agreement  prohibited  from  trading  in  Africa; 
but  no  reftriiSion  on  the  difpofal  of  men's  wages  in 
the  Weft  Indies.  In  feamcns  articles  there  is  one, 
that  if  an  officer  or  man  enters  himfclf  for  a  fituation 
he  cannot  fill,  the  mafter  and  two  officers,  named  by 
him,  at  fea,  (hall  make  a  reafonable  deduilion  from 
his  wages,  which  goes  to  the  owner,  one  feaman  be- 

P.  99.  ing  ftipulated  to  be  prcfent. — The  captain  has  a  dif- 
cretionary  power  to  remove  any  officer  of  whofe 
conduft  he  is  not  fatisfied.  It  is  very  generally  ex- 
prcITed  in  the  articles,  that  if  feamen  enter  on  board 
a  king's  (hip  they  fhall  be  paid  all  their  wages  in  the 
currency  of  the  country  in  which  they  are  paid,  but 

P.  100.  fuch  agreements  in  the  flave-trade  between  mafter  and 
feaman  having  been  fo  often  fet  afide  by  lawyers  and 
men  of  war's  officers,  a  man  would  be  a  fool  to  pro- 
fecute  him  who  had  nothing  to  lofe.  Means  that  the 
articles  would  not  warrant  withholding  any  of  the 
feaman's  pay,  however  he  might  have  behaved. 
Confiders  thofc  articles  of  very  little  ufe  indeed, 
though  he  never  went  without  them.     It  is  very 

P.  loi.  generally  agreed,  that  half  of  their  wages  ihall  be 
paid  in  currency.  On  that  account  we  generally 
give  (los.  per  month,  p.  105.)  one-fourth  more 
monthly- money  than  in  any  other  trade.  Thinks 
this  rather  given  as  an  equivalent  for  hilf-wages 
currency,  than  for  greater  danger  of  the  voyage,  (p. 
106.)  Is  very  certain  they  do  not  con  fider  their  40s. 
per  month  as  fterling.  It  is  feldom  neceflary  to  ex- 
plain the  difference  between  currency  and  fterling, 
for  any  of  the  men  can  do  it,  as  no  Liverpool  ftiip 
carries  all  new  men.  Believes  Antigua  currency  175, 
at  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes  always  140.    Thus  the 

wages 
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1789.  fix  or  eight  inches  long.     The  wrift-irons  the  fame, 
>-v^  but  more  flender. 

P.  108.  All  the  negroes  are  upon  deck  from  eight  to  five 
daily.  It  muft  be  very  bad  weather  when  they  arc 
not  brought  on  deck. 

Has  no  doubt  but  the  negroes  He  in  the  night  in 
tolerable  comfort. 

By  every  fymptom,  he  always  underftood  their 
complaints  proceeded  from  the  body.  Never  heard 
otherwife  from  the  interpreters. 

The  captain  and  officers,  as  well  as  the  meaneft 
landman,  receive  half  their  wages  in  currency. 
P.  109.  The  Daves,  in  his  fliip,  had  no  additional  chain  or 
irons,  by  night  or  day,  from  their  failing  from  the 
coaft,  in  his  three  voyages  as  mafte'r.  The  fafeiy 
of  the  Ihip  and  crew  depended  on  his  and  his  peo- 
ple's good  behaviour  to  the  flavcs. 

Never  knew  any  expedients  praftifed  to  fupprefs 
the  appearance  of  difeafcs  previous  to  the  Tale  of 
them. 

He  never  was  confulted  by  the  owners  as  to  the 
number,  but  often  as  to  the  accommodation,  of  the 
flaves  to  be  taken  on  board ;  that  is,  whether  they 
had  room  to  lie,  whether  their  food  was  well  drefied, 
whether  their  little  wants  were  well  fupplied,  and 
whether  their  food  was  duly  ferved,  and  in  fufficient 
quantity. 

Witnefs  examined — Capt.  William  Macintosh, 

Commander  of  a  Ship  in  the  Eaft-India  Company's 
Service. 

P.  112.  Was,  from  early  in  1760,  to  July  1762,  as  mid- 
{hipman  and  captain's  clerk  of  a  king's  veffcl,  at  Se- 
negal, to  defend  the  river's  mouth.     She  was  fta-; 

!*•  ^^3-  tioned  there  in  the  fickly  feafon,  and  in  the  healthier 
Ihe  was  generally  20  miles  higher,  oft' the  fort.  The 
crew  was  originally  57  men.  Were  often  fupplied, 
with  a  few  mcn-at  a  time,  by  men  of  war,  and  bu- 
ried 
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ried  many  more  than  their  original  complement.    17^9. 
Thinks  only  two,  bcfides  iiimfelf,  came  off  the  coaft.   '—v^ 
Thevcflcl  was  at  laft  funk  in  the  river,  for  wane  of 
men  to  bring  her  off,  it  not  being  thought  an  objcfl: 
to  fend  men  to  do  it. 

Went  again  to  Senegal  in  1774,  as  matter  of  a 
"Wcft-Indiaman.  Took  no  flaves  on  board,  as  he 
went  merely  for  information. 

Went  again  in  1775,  and  again  in  1776,  in  the 
fame  capacity.  Bought  above  200  (laves  each  voy- 
age. Did  not  (lay  on  the  coa(t  above  two  or  ihreeP.  114. 
•weeks  each  time.  Sold  at  Grenada,  (the  fame  vef- 
iel  each  time,  about  250  tons,  p.  i  lU.)  In  both  voy- 
ages, both  on  the  coall,  and  on  the  pafTige,  his 
(laves  and  crew  were  in  perfect  health,  till  the  fale, 
which  was  foon  -,  loft  none. 

Went  again  1778,  with  government  (lores  to  the 
Gold  Coa(t.  Staid  on  the  coaft  five  months.  Bought 
70  flavcs  at  Senegal.  Stopped  at  Gambia  and 
S.  Leone,  and  finilhed  his  purchafe  on  the  Gold 
Coaft,  after  landing  his  ftores,  cargo  when  compleat- 
ed  under 4.00  (laves.  Crew  48,  very  healthy.  SlavesP.  nj. 
generally  fo;  five  or  fix  died.  Sold  at  Grenada. 
(Ship  the  Symond,  abou:  300  tons,  p.  1 1 8.) 

VVhen  in  the  king's  floop,  he  often  went  into  the 
country  feveral  days  at  a  time,  and  once  walked  from 
Senegal  to  Goree,  and  back,  (ferried  acrofs  roGorce, 
p.  118.)  Always  heard  that  on  the  coaft  of  Senegal 
particularly,  (laves  were  made  for  crin:ies  ;  but  moft: 
of  them  come  down  the  river  from  inland.  Never  P.  116, 
heard  of  villages  in  that  country  being  pillaged  to 
procure  flavcs.  Certainly  never  heard  of  their  be- 
ing kidnapped  by  the  natives.  Has  heard  of  their 
being  kidnapped  by  Europeans;  but  no  man  ever 
told  him  he  faw  it.     Never  knew  it  happen. 

In  1778,  he  was  there  a  fingle  fliip,  when  the  war 
had  ftoppedthe  fl.ive  trade,  and  he  wifhcd  to  reduce 
the  price.  He  reafoned  with  them  about  the  folly 
of  keeping  it  up,  when  there  was  likely  to  be  no 
buyer.     A(ked  a  chief  what  he  would  do  with  his 

(laves 
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1789.  (laves  then?  obfemng  that  he  muft  let  them  go 
*— (—rf  again,  (meaning  prifoners  of  war.)    The  chief  re- 
P.  116. plied,  "  What  them  go  again,  to  come  to  kill  me 
again."     In  ftiort,  he  gave  me  to  underftand,  that 
they  would  put  them  to  death. 
P.  117.     Ships,  from  that  coaft,  always  fail  in  the  day,  ge- 
nerally in  the  morning.     Signals,  perfeftly  under- 
ftood  by  the  natives,  are  made  feveral  days  before 
failing. 

In  1778,  found  at  S.Leone,  that  the  Minerva  fri- 
gate, inilead  of  going  to  the  Gold  Coaft,  had  gone 
to  the  Weft- Indies  with  above  80  fick. 

Has  not  undcrftood  there  is  any  particular  morta- 
lity, in  flave  fhips  or  others  on  the  coaft,  but  only  up 
rivers.     He  never  was  up  any  but  Senegal. 
P.  118,      Senegal  produces  cotton  and  corn  chiefly.     Be- 
lieves neither  is  exported. 

Has  had  no  connexion  with  the  African  trade 
\      thefe  ten  years,  nor  likely  ever  to  have  any. 

Attributes  this  healthinefs  to  the  (bortnefs  of  the 
time  on  the  coaft,  not  to  the  fmall  number  of  ne- 
P.  iiq.S''^^  ^"  board.  He  did  not  carry  ftaves  as  a  com- 
mon guineaman,  had  much  room;  but  few  in  irons, 
and  had  plenty  of  provifions  and  water.  Thinks  a 
gallon  of  water  a  day  for  a  white  man,  and  three 
quarts  for  a  negro,  a  great  allowance.  Includes 
dreffing  of  food.     Never  ftinted  them. 

Made  no  agreement  with  feamen  to  pay  them  one- 
half  wages  in  currency.  Paid  them  the  whole  in 
London.  Sold  the  teamen  very  little  fpirits  or  to- 
bacco, fpirits  particularly.  Recollefls  not  the  price  i 
but  always  treated  the  men  very  liberally. 
P.  120.  Numbers  of  Guinea  failors  come  home  from  the 
Weft  Indies,  by  the  run,  for  which  they  get  more 
than  double  the  wages  they  would  have  received  in 
the  ftjve  (hips ;  this  a  ftrong  inducement  to  dcferC 
the  African  fhips. 

Docs  not  believe  the  Moors  ever  crofs  the  Niger 
to  take  the  women  out  of  the  villages,  while  the 
men  are  at  work. 

Does 
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Does  not  think  the  natural  afFcftions  of  the  ne-  1789. 
groes  by  any  means  fo  ftrong,  as  thofe  of  the  £u-  <-^v-*># 
ropeans.  P.  I2i. 

Does  not  think  wars  are  ftirred  up  to  get  brandy. 

Slaves  come  from  very  great  diftances  inland. 
Many  of  the  70  flaves  he  took  from  Senegal,  and 
who  came  from  Gallam,  knew  the  language  of  thofc 
he  got  on  the  Gold  Coaft.  Hence  he  infers,  there  is 
an  uninterrupted  trafiick  through  all  the  traft  from 
the  Gold  Coaft  to  the  head  of  the  Senegal. 

His  (hip  was  not  fo  conveniently  fitted  up  as  the 
Liverpool  flave  (hips  then  were. 

Thinks  the  flaves  in  the  Weft-Indies  appear  con- 
tented. 

Free  Africans  feldom  come  on  board  flave  fliips 
to  vifit  flaves. 

Thinks  not  quite  half  his  400  flaves  were  females.  P.  122. 
Thinks  the  men  coft  about  y^i6  or  ^18  the  women 
about  ^  icfs.  Did  not  wifti  for  an  equal  number 
of  females;  becaufe  he  thought  the  men  would  turn 
to  better  account.  Certainly  an  equal  number  of 
females  might  have  been  procured,  when  he  was 
there. 

Able  feamen  in  the  Weft-India  trade  have  from 
23/.  to  30J.  per  month,  according  to  the  time  of  the 
year  in  which  the  ftiips  are  fitted  out.  He  gene- 
rally brought  home  two- thirds  of  his  men  at  leaft. 
There  are  few  voyages  (to  any  place,  p.  123.)  in 
which  feamen  do  not  run  away.  Of  the  feamen  ta-  - 
ken  out  in  the  Weft-Indiamen,  fome  die,  fome  go 
to  America,  and  fome  to  the  French  iflands. 

Had  he  taken  500,  inftcad  of  200,  flaves,  he  be- 
lieves they  might  have  been  equally  healthy,  had  he 
ftaid  no  longer  on  the  coaft.  In  genera],  ftayingP.  123. 
long  on  the  coaft  is  more  fatal  to  flaves  and  crew, 
than  length  of  paflfage  or  crowding.  Thinks  the 
morulity  proportioned  to  the  time  j  for  fliips  are 
twice  or  thrice  as  long  on  the  coaft,  as  on  the  paf- 
fagc.     Thinks  the  open  coaft,  three  or  four  miles 

from  fhore,  as  healthy  as  the  Middle  Paflfage. 

More 
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1789.  More  die  after  the  Iliip  is  full  flaved,  and  is  gone 
*--v»o  off  the  coaft,  unlcfs  flic  is  long  on  the  coaft.  When 
P.  124.  there  is  a  greater  proportion  of  mortality  on  the  paf- 
fagc  than  thecoafl;,  it  probably  arifcsfrom  crowding 
or  ill  fitted  fliip,  unlefs  difeafc  gees  among  them, 
which  all  great  numbers  of  people  confined  in  a 
vefiel  are  liable  to. 

Believes,  were  the  trade  abolilhed,  it  would  be 
impoflible  to  prevent  our  planters  from  fupplying 
themfelvcs  from  the  neutral  or  French  iflands. 
Thinks  foreigners  would  immediately  take  up  the 
flave  trade. 

The  (laves  are  fold  in  the  Weft-Indies,  in  lots  of 
eight  or  ten.  The  whole  cargo  is  divided  into  pretty 
equal  lots.  When  he  faid  flaves  cofl:  ^f  16  or  ^f  18  on 
the  coaft,  he  meant  prime  Oaves.  The  average  price  ■ 
of  men,  women  and  children  was  then  abouc^^ia  or 
*-'25*  £13-  They  were  then  particularly  low.  The  ave- 
rage in  the  Wcft-lndies  was  then  from  £18  10  £^q. 

Slave  fhips  fcldom  bring  home  any  Weft-India 
produce,  becaufe  there  are  always  plenty  of  fliips  in 
P.  125.  that  trade.     When  there  are  not,  they  fometimes 
fliip  produce  on  board  flave  veffcls,  not  elfe. 

Thinks  it  would  anfwer,  as  a  mercantile  concern, 
to  fend  Wcft-Indiamen  to  take  in  flaves  on  the 
coaft,  if  ready  for  them ;  but  it  would  require  only 
3  fmail  proportion  of  the  Weft-Indiamcn,  to  carry 
the  flaves  from  Africa;  and  it  would  be  impoflible 
to  get  flaves  quick  enough  to  difpatch  the  fliips. 
As  far  as  S.  l^one,  the  delay  would  not  be  very 
great;  but  if  they  went  below  that,  it  would  be  a 
loflng  concern. 
P.  1 26.  Has  heard  that  a  houfe  in  this  town,  have  agents  on 
the  coaft,  to  difpatch  their  veflTets  quicker.  Does 
not  believe  they  have  a  ftiip  ftationcd  there  for  the 
purpofe  1  but  they  order  one  to  flay  there  for  a  time, 
and,  when  there  is  no  longer  occaflon  for  her,  flie 
goes  off  with  flaves. 

Thinks  his  being  able  to  get  as  many  females  as 
males. 
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males,  was  owing^  his  being  the  only  ftiip  then  on   1789. 
the  coaft.  <-«v«>^ 

Never  heard  of  firnding  boats  to  fcduce  boys  and 
Other  peopIc}  in  order  to  make  d^vcs  of  tlicin. 


'Witnefsexamined,— JcROMBBARNARoWBarEs,  Efq.  , 

Was  fourteen  years  in  Africa,  chiefly  as  Governor  p.  128, 
of  moft  of  the  Britifli  fores  on  the  Gold  Coalt.     Left 
it  more  than  five  years  ago.     Underftood  the  lan- 
guage as  well  as  molt  Europeans. 

That  country  is  divided    into  petty  Hates.     At  P.  I39» 
Anamaboe  there  is  a  King.     At  other  parts,  Fynims 
and  Elders,  and  Cabiflicrs  above  them. 

From  Succuodee  to  Accra  is  t-Sc  Faneee  country. 

Slaves  are  the  greawft  part  of  their  wealth,  (fee  p. 
147.)  There  are  born  flavcs  and  purclialoi  flavcs.  P.  130. 
A  born  flavecannotbefold  but  for  a  crime.  I  hey  are 
tried  by  judges  of  their  own  clan,  (i.  c.  flaves  belong- 
ing to,  and  inherited  by,  one  man,  p.  140.)  thepuntfh- 
mcnt  generally  (lavery.  Tht  y  are  made  (laves  for  thefr, 
adultery,  and  witchcraft,-  and  from  gaming  tSemfelves 
•way.    For  thele  crimes  freemen  arc  alio  made  flavcs. 

Criminals  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  injured.  Free-  P.  i  ai. 
men  are  tried  by  the  Pynims^  who  wear  a  peculiar 
ftraw  hat,  and  who  meet  in  the  market-place,  if  there 
is  no  paUver-houfe  (an  open  court  ot  jultice)  a  id 
try  them  openly.  Believes  the  Judges,  either  ot  a  free 
or  flave  criminal,  receive  no  reward. 

Gamcflers  become  flaves,  by  throwing  dice.  There 
is  no  trial.  They  furrender  thcmk-lves.  But  gaming 
is  not  frequent  on  the  Gold  Goaft. 

Believes  there  is  a  trial  for  witchcraft  ■,  but  never 
faw  one  (p.  140  )  He  once  bought  a  family  of  nine 
(neither  ot  the  fuperior  nor  interior  clafs  (p.  148) 
one  of  whom  only  had  been  accufed  of  wiichcraft. 
The  whole  town  came  to  fee  them  fairly  off  theP.  132. 
beach.  Hence  he  infi^rs  chey  had  a  fair  tri^.  W  itch- 
£  ctaft 
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1789.  craft  certainly  involves  the  whole  family  (who  artS 
^•■»p*^  always  extirpated  without  r^ard  to  perfons  p.  149). 

Fancies  from  6000  to  8000,  perhaps  more  flaves 
are  yearly  exported  from  the  Gold  Coaft.  Dares  fay 
above  two-thirds  by  the  Englifti,  the  reft  by  the 
Dutch  and  Danes. 

There  was  no  war  while  he  was  there.  Is  certain 
the  natives  of  the  Gold  Coaft  fold  in  that  time  were 
not  prifoners  of  war  but  merely  criminals. 

Knows  nothing  of  kidnapping,  is  fure  it  would 

be  imprafticabte.    Canoe-men  b.nng  natives  it  would 

be  impofliblc  to  get'  off  kidnappwd  flaves,  without 

P.  I33.^eing  known      No  captain  would  rifk  his  trade  by 

taking  off  any  perfon  unlawfully. 

Ships  before  they  can  trade  muft  pay  cuftoms. 
The  King  fends  town-elders  on  board  to  receive  his 
cuftoms  and  their  own.  Then  three,  five,  or  fevea 
guns  are  fired>  and  the  eofign  hoifted,  to  ftiow  that  - 
the  Jhip  may  trade.  Scarce  a  day  paHtrs  afterwards* 
but  black  brokers  come  and  lleep  on  board,  at  plea- 
fure,  to  fee  the  trade  properly  carried  on.  Hence  a 
perfon  wrongfully  feized  would  certainly  be  able  to 
convey  his  complaints  on  ftiore.  He  hardly  knows  a 
trade  more  fairly  carried  on.  The  black  broker  or 
flave's  owner  has  the  choice  of  the  goods.  If  they 
fuit  him  he  fells  the  flave,  if  not  he  tikes  him  away. 

Never  heard  of  breaking  up  villages  to  make  Haves. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  exifted  in  the  fourteen  years  he 
P.  134.  was  there.    Has  heard  the  natives  fay,  there  was  a 
want  of  flaves  during  inland  wars. 

A  great  many,  perhaps  one-half  or  two- thirds  of 
the  flaves  fent  from  the  Gold  Coaft,  come  from  far 
inland  (p.  154).  The  black  brokers  told  him  they 
go  three,  four,  or  five  days  journey  to  a  market  in- 
land, to  which  flaves  are  brought,  by  more  inland 
brokers,  and  fo  from  many  more  inland  brokers.  He 
judges  fuch  flaves  to  be  of  various  tribes  (from  their 
different  mode  of  marking  their  bodies,  fome  filing 
their  teeth,  above  alt  their  different  languages,  p. 
135).    Has  had  20>  30,  or  40  who  did  not  know 

each 
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each  other's  language.     Thinks  they  are  bred  inland  '789. 
for  (laves,  becaufe  feme  of  them  do  not  fecm  fufB-  ^-•v^^ 
cicntly  robuft  and  fpirited  for  wariors.     Slaves  arc^«  ^35^ 
not  bred  for  fale>  on  the  Gold  Coaftj  but  fold  for 
crime-s. 

Human  facrifices  prevail  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  and 
he  believes,  have  prevailed  from  time  immemorial. 
Slaves,  he  believes,  born  fo  or  purchafed,  arc  facri- 
ficcd  on  the  death  of  fome  great  man.  They  think 
the  manes  ot  the  dead  will  be  uncomfortable  unleis 
perfons  are  fent  to  wait  upon  him.  Believes  refufed 
flaves  are  generally  facrinced.  But  recoUedls  no  in-P,  1364 
ftance  of  it. 

1  he  Gold  Coaft  people  wear  no  clothes,  but  ^ 
yard  or  two  of  cloth  round  the  waift. 

Thinks  our  abolition  of  the  trade  would  not  abolifli 
it  there.  It  would  change  its  courfe,  and  the  flaves 
be  dilpcrfed  from  well  to  eaft  and  bought  by  the 
Moors,  Arabs,  &c.  But  this  only  opinion.  The 
other  Europeans  engaged  in  the  trade  would  fhare 
the  number  we  did  not  take  off.  There  would  not 
be  one  flave  the  lefs  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  nor  one  more 
or  lefs  convifted  of  crimes  on  the  Gold  Coaft  (if  the  P.  1^6^ 
trade  was  aboliflied  by  all  the  Europeans,  p.  141). 

There  are  no  manufadtures  on  the  Gold  Coaft.  P.  ijy. 
They  get  their  clothing  from  the  European^,  by  the 
flave -trade.     That  coaft  produces  no  articles  for 
commerce  but  Qaves. 

1  he  Gold  Coaft  extends  from  Cape  La  Hou  to  the 
River  Volta,  about  400  miles. 

It  produces  a  little  Gold  and  Ivory.  Little  Gold 
got  on  that  coaft.  Believes  the  little  Gold  and  Ivory 
there  19  brought  from  inland.  Ivory  generally 
brought  on  flaves  flioulders.  It  helps  to  pay  charges 
of  journey.  That  coaft  produces  Grain  and  Cotton, 
but  not  for  exportation.  Supplies  the  ftiips  food  forP,  ijS^ 
the  flaves.  Cotton  not  cultivated.  Has  heard  that 
the  Dutch  attempted  to  cultivate  it;  they  took  great 
pains,  but  it  came  to  nothing  (p.  151  at  Axim), 
The  i^itives  would  not  take  to  the  cultivation.   Sup-^ 

£  2  ^q(c% 
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17S0.    pofes  the  Tutch  now  hardly  raife  enough  for  wicks 
^^ya-i  tor  the  lamps  of  their  fettlements.     (They  had  many 
of  their  own  Daves  on  the  cotton  plantation.     Very 
little  flavc  tr*de  near  it,  p.  147). 

Never  f.w  any  dye-wood  there.  Knows  of  no 
other  woods  there,  except  common  wood  for  gun- 
carriages  and  other  carpenters  ufe.  From  the  little 
induury  of  the  natives,  even  for  their  own  main- 
tenanrc,  he  apprehends  they  would  not  raife  produce 
for  exportation.  Believes  that,  though  land  is  very 
plenty,  they  would  not  permit  the  Europeans  to  fet- 
tle there.  They  are  obliged  to  pay  rent  for  their  fet- 
tlemeius.  Apf.rehends  they  would  not  fell  the  land. 
White  he  was  in  Africa,  many  Americans  refortcd 
there,  and  he  believes,  they  do  now.  (They  traded 
brilkiy  till  the  war,  p,  139). 

Could  the  natives  be  brought  to  raife  produce,  it 
P.  I39.muft  be  conveyed  to  the  coait  on  their  heads.  The 
beft  landings  there  are  indifferent  (p.  151)  but  from 
May  to  Auguil  the  furf  makes  it  dangerous  for  (he 
natives  to  go  to  the  Hiips  and  return,  i  hinks  it  im- 
pofTible  to  fhip  a  hoglhead  of  fugar,  in  thofe  months, 
when  the  fliips  lie  about  four  miles  off,  in  fine  wea- 
ther, about  three  mile^. 

Recollc^s  not  feeing  a  fhip  fail  in  the  night. 
They  generally  fail,  in  the  morning,  with  the  land- 
wind.  They  always  make  lignals,  fometimes  a  month 
before  failing,  which,  he  underflood  was  done  to 
make  the  natives  fettle  their  accounts.  '1  he  fignal  is 
a  gun,  loofe  fore-top-fail  and  enfign  hoifted  every 
p.  i40.morning. 

For  the  fmalleft  Theft  the  offender  is  fold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  injured.  Does  not  recoiled  faying,  but 
might  have  faid,  before  the  Privy  Council,  that  con- 
vifls  for  witchcraft  were  fold  for  the  benefit  of  a  town 
at  large,  butchieBy  for  that  of  the  principal  people: 
if  he  did  f.iy  fo,  he  alluded  to  nine  perfons,  part  of 
the  family  of  a  man  condemned  for  witchcratt,  and 
who  were  fold  at  the  requelt  of  the  whole  town,  who 
received  their  value,  and  he  fuppolcs,  divided  it. 

Ha« 
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Has  heard  that  fome  refufed  flaves  have  been  ToM   1789. 
to  be  facrificed.    Believes  they  are  religiousfacriBces.  •^-^■^ 
Sometimes  a  great  man's  favourite  girl  or  boy  is  fi-P-  I4>- 
crificed  to  attend  him  in  the  next  world.    They  think 
I    this  a  duty  (p.  iS'.)-     Doubts  not,  but  if  refufed 
I    flaves  were  not  bought  for  this  ufe,  thole  of  the  de- 
ceafed  would  fupply  their  place. 

Believes  the  Dutch  or  Danes  often  buy  Oaves  of 
inferior  quality. 
.        As  flaves  are  not  bred  on  the  Gold  Coaft  for  fale,P.  141; 
f   he  thinks  the  number  from  inknd  mull  far  exceed 
[   any  thing  of  the  kind  on  the  Gold  Coalt.    As  there 
were  no  wars  in  Africa  while  he  was  there,  he  pre- 
I    fumes  the  flaves  brought  down  mull  have  been  bred 
'     Oaves  or  conviAs.    Moll  flaves  of  the  coall  are  un- 
doubtedly criminals. 

The  natives  of  the  Gold  Coall  arc  vlndidire  andP.  143. 
thievi(h  in  general. 

Convifts  are  generally  allowed  to  be  redeemed, 
if  they  have  friends  to  do  it. 

Hasfeen,  atadidance,  intended  vtflimsdrcflcdandP.  144* 
dancing  chearfully.    Has  no  doubt  but  this  arofe  from 
thinking  they  were  about  to  attend  their  dcceafed 
jnaller. 

'J  he  Gold  Coaft  not  fertile,  being  very  rocky. 
Indian  corn  is  the  chief  produce.  Mas  feen  the  na- 
tives raife  a  few  fugar-canes,  by  juft  throwing  them 
into  the  earth.  Cotton  alfo  grows  there.  Has  feen 
ibmething  called  Indigo  i  but  is  no  judge.  Never 
faw  any  dying-wood,  but  what  came  from  other  parts 
of  Africa.  P.  I45- 

The  Gold  coaft  is  very  populous.  There  are  a 
good  many  confiderable  towns  there,  which  are  fup- 
plied  with  provifions  from  a  good  way  inland,  by 
people  who  bring  corn  on  their  heads,  or  from  other 
parts  of  the  coall  by  water.  Canoes  are  fumetimes 
obliged  to  go  thirty  or  forty  miles  along  Ihore,  to 
fetch  corn  and  yams^  for  though  the  land  behind 
the  towns  is  cultivated  he  fuppolcs  to  iome  diftance, 
it  was  noc  ulready  produAive  to  maintain  the  peo-P.  146. 


r 
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1789.  pie.    When  he  has  been  obliged  to  buy  provifions 
*--*"**  from  them,  they  brought  corn  to  him,  five,  fix,  or 
fevcn  mites,  on  their  heads. 

They  have  no  idea  of  cultivation.  After  cutting 
the  brufh-wood,  they  let  it  dry,  burn  it,  and  throw 
the  com  on  the  aflies,  without  dicing  the  ground. 
This  is  done  by  the  family  where  there  is  no  (laves. 
If  2.  man  has  flaves,  they  help  him.  Famines  are 
P.  147. frequent.     He  has  known  corn  very  fcarce  indeed. 

The  natives  do  not  work  in  the  ihips,  but  when 
ficknefs  renders  it  neceflary.  They  are  often  em- 
ployed in  the  boats,  to  fave  the  Teamen. 

Where  the  Dutch  attempted  to  raife  cotton,  there 
is  very  little  trade  in  (laves,  but  chieBy  in  gold  and 
ivory,  which  lalt  is  brought  down  on  the  flaves 
flioulders,  or  by  the  people  brought  down  to  carry 
back  the  goods  bought  with  the  gold. 

The  natural  indolence  of  the  natives  is  a  total  bar 
to  all  induftry  whatever. 

Has  heard  the  natives  fay  the  Gold  Mines  are  a 
I  great  way  inland.     Believes  the  teeth  brought  from 

a  good  way  inland. 

There  are  few  iron  tools  but  what  are  imported 
from  Europe.  A  kind  of  noe  is  made  from  the  bar- 
iron  impprted  from  Europe,  and  with  which  they 
cultivate  yams.  Does  not  know  if  they  can  make  a 
hatchet  there. 

He  is  certain  perfons  convifted  of  witchcraft  and 
their  innocent  relations  would  be  facrificed,  were  the 
fale  of  flaves  prevented.  An  old  woman  accufed  of 
wicchcraft,  or  the  wife  of  an  accufed  man,  whom  ho 
refuftd,  had  her  head  cut  off. 

Does  not  know  he  ever  purchafed  a  prifoner  of 
war. 

Is  at  prefent  concerned  in  the  flave-trade. 

P,  150.     On  the  Gold  Coafl:,    the  fonfiderable  men  may 

have  from  twenty  to  three  dozen  of  wives.     Has  not 

a  doubt  but  thtfe  women  may  entrap  the  unwary. 

Dares  fay  it  may  be  as  common  there  as  in  London  1 

-  only  i..  Africa  is  attended  with  the  lofs  of  liberty^ 

Does 
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Does  not  believe  It  is  ufual  for  chiefs  to  lend  out   1789. 
women  for  this  purpofe.  <— v<«» 

Has  been  told  wars  ftop  the  flave-trade.  There 
Vis  no  fcarcitf  of  (laves  while  he  was  on  the  coaft. 

Three,  four,  or  five  black  brokers,  according 
to  the  Ihip's  fize,  attend  the  fliip  daily,  while  on  the 
coaft.     They  are  paid  for  this  attendance. 

Europeans  feldocn  a/k  the  black  brokers  how  the  P.  iji* 
flaves  are  procured.     Being  brought  on   board  ia 
canoes,  they  know  they  are  fairly  got,  and  take  no 
farther  trouble. 

The  largcft  canoes  he  ever  faw  were  two  with  at 
padlers  each.  No  doubt  a  cafk  of  the  fize  of  a 
water-cafk  might  be  carried  onboard  full  of  fugar  '^ 

OS  well  as  water. 

Believes  they  were  about  a  month  in  landing  fourp,  ipj* 
or  fix  42  pounders,  on  a  catamaran,  at  Anamaboe. 

The  flaves  belonging  to  the  Company  make  hinges, 
&c.  in  the  blackfmith's  ihop,  in  the  Caftle  Yard>  at 
C.  Coaft. 
*       Believes  human  facHBces,  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  are 

only  made  on  the  death  of  great  men.     Their  num-P.  i5Ji 
bers  depend  on  the  rank  of  tlie  deceafcd. 

When  there  were  many  [hips  on  the  Gold  Coaft  they 
did  not  go  oS'fo  quick  with  cargoes  as  when  there  were 
fewer.  Hence  he  apprehends,  it  the  demand  was  in- 
created,  there  would  be  ftill  nearly  the  fame  number 
of  Oaves,  unlefs  they  came  from  other  parts. 

Thinks,  if  there  was  no  flavc-markct  on  the  Gold 
Coaft,  petty  thieves  would  be  fold  to  inland  tribes, 
who  do  not  now  come  there  for  Haves  j  becaufe  they 
cannot  afford  the  price,  nor  give  the  goods  the 
natives  want. 

As  Europeans  could  not  cultivate  the  foil  them-P-  I54« 
&lve<,  thinks,  if  they  attempt  cultivation,  they  muft 
employ  (laves. 

Thinks  (laves  from  inland,  are  both  bred  flaves, 
■    and  convifls. 

,  The  convia  for  witchcraft  whofe  relations  he. 
k  bought,  had  his  head  cut  off.  His  father,  mother, 
I  two 
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1789.  two  wives,  and  three  children,  were  fold  to  him, 
•/"v^  on  condition  ihcy  IhoulJ  never  return  to  that  coun- 
try. 

Never  heard  of  the  locked  jaw  on  the  coaft. 

Thinks  as  many  females  as  males  could  not  be 
had  on 'the  coalt ;  becaufe  confiderable  men  keep  as 
many  wives  as  they  pleafc,  who  do  the  drudgery, 
fetch  water  and  provifionsj  but  very  fcldom  work 
in  the  fields. 

Has  known  of  an  infurreftion  where  the  flaves 
overcame  the  crew,  and  got  back  to  fliore,  where  he 
fancies  they  were  all  feized  by  the  natives  and  again 
fold. 
P.  155.  Thinks  the  intercourfe  which  the  Africans  on  the 
coaft  have  had  with  the  Europeans,  has  had  fome 
,  little  effeft  upon  their  external  appearance,  but  with 

refped  to  government  and  morals,  believes  them  ftill 
in  the  fame  ftate  they  were  centuries  ago. 

Has  reafon  to  belive,  from  the  tradition  of  the  na- 
tives, that  the  mode  of  trial  before  defcnbed  has 
exifted  from  time  immemorial. 

There  are  no  cattle  of  burthen  on  the  Gold  Coal^, 
and  very  few  bulls  and  cows  ■,  might  fay  none,  for  it 
is  a  luxury  to  poflefs  any. 

The  Europeans  have  gardens  or  plantations  on 
the  Gold  Coaft,  to  fupply  themfelves  with  vege- 
tables, ihefe  they  raife  with  great  trouble,  the  excef- 
five  heat  and  drynel's  of  the  foil  requiring  much  at- 
tention to  the  plants. 

Has  feen  free  Africans  fettled  on  the  Gold  Coaft, 
who  had  formerly  been  tranfporred  to  the  W.  Indies, 
bad  been  carried  from  thence  to  London,  from  whence 
they  were  fent  back  to  Africa.  1  hcfe  for  the  firft 
month  fccmed  veryproud  to  ftiew  themfelves  to  their 
friends,  in  their  European  drtrfs,  and  got  drunk  with 
them  as  oficn  as  they  could  :  they  foon,  however, 
got  tired  of  this  clothing  which  they  found  too 
warm,  and  betook  themfelves  to  the  two  yards  of 
cloth  wrapt  round  the  middle  as  worn  by  the  reft. 

Wat 
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Was  never  prcfeot  ac  the  trial  of  an^  perfikn  con-  1789. 
vifted  of  offences  which  fubjefted  them  to  be  fold  «*v**-f 
for  flaves. 

Has  before  faid,  that  the  whole  town  participated 
in  the  profit  ariling  from  the  fale  of  convifts  for 
witchcraft,  but  applied  this  only  to  the  family  fold 
to  him  for  that  crime,  not  fuppofing  it  in  general 
to  be  fo.  A  number  of  people  in  that  town  naving 
died  from  unknown  caufes,  thefe  deaths  were  charged 
upon  the  principal  of  this  family. 

This  was  the  only  inllance  of  a  condemnation  for 
wiKhcraft,  of  which  he  had  ocular  proof. 

Has  generally  obferved  that  the  large  canoes  are 
more  ealily  overfet  by  the  Turf  than  the  fmall  ones. 
As  to  the  twenty- one-hand  canoes,  has  before  ob- 
fcrrved,  that  he  never  faw  more  than  two,  and  thofe 
he  never  faw  overfct. 

The  furf  frequently  breaks  in  upon  the  large  ca-P.  157; 
nixs  fo  as  to  deftroy  or  damage  the  goods  on  board. 

Does  not  think  it  poflible,  by  the  craft  ufcd  on 
that  coaft,  to  put  on  fliore,  or  bring  off,  with  fafcty, 
fugar,  fait,  or  any  other  commodity  liable  to  melc, 
unlefs  the  calks  were  made  fo  tight,  as  to  be  impene- 
trable to  water. 

Never  faw  a  canoe  upon  the  Gcrfd  Coaft  capable 
of  taking  in  a  ht^lhead  of  fugar. 

Corn,  the  chief  article  of  provifions  carried  from 
Ihorc  on  board,  is  generally  put  into  tight  iron  bound 
puncheons.  Sugar  in  fuch  calks  might  no  doubt  be 
brought  on  board  equally  fafe.  t 

No  expenfe  attends  the  iranfporting  corn  from  the 
fliore  in  this  manner,  the  calks  fo  emjdoyed,  bdng 
the  water  calks  belonging  to  the  Ihip. 

Applies  this  information  relpcaing  the  danger 
from  the  furfs  to  the  whole  Gold  Coalt,  upon  which 
he  knows  no  landing  place,  where  the  furf  is  not 
more  or  lefs  hazardous. 

Commaodcd  the  Fort  at  Dixcove  upwards  of  twop,  158. 
years. 

F  Saw 
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1789.  Saw  once  a  boat  belonging  to  a  king's  Ihip  on 
^-^r*.*  fliore  there. 

Does  not  think  fuch  a  boat  could  land  on  Cape 
Coaft. 

Sugar,  generally  loaf  fugar>  is  ufed  on  the  Coaft 
of  Guinea,  which  is  ufually  landed  in  tight  pun- 
cheons. 

The  coming  off  fhore  with  a  loading  is  more  ha- 
zardous, than  landing,  infomuch,  as  ^r  one  canoe 
overfet  going  alhore,  ten  are  overfct  going  off,  tak- 
ing the  coaft  all  along,  good,  bad,  and  indiSerenc. 

King's  (hips,  wood  and  water  off  Cape  Coaft,  by 
canoes  from  che  ftiore,  which  are  frequently  orerfet. 
P.  i59'Can  fpccify  no  particular  inftance  of  a  canoe  overfet 
when  fo  employed,  becaufe  the  King's  fhips  while 
he  was  in  Africa,  had  generally  contrived  to  come 
there  in  the  5ne  feafon  when  the  fea  was  very  fmooth, 
and  there  was  very  little  furf,  which  is  not  the  cafe 
at  other  times,  from  May  to  the  Utter  end  of 
Auguft. 

Does  not  believe  there  is  any  wood  to  be  got  on 
the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  fit  to  be  fplit  into  ftaves  to 
make  tight  calks  of. 

Has  heard,  that  the  Fort  of  Anamaboe  (the  beft 
built  fort  in  Africa  without  exception)  was  built  by 
an  engineer,  fenc  out  under  the  dire£tion  of  the 
Board  of  Ordnance. 

Does  not  know  what  ufe  the  Arabs  and  Moors 
make  of  the  (laves  they  purchafe,  but  believes  it  is 
a  traifick  which  thej^  carry  on  for  their  own  benefit. 


Witnefs  examined, — John  Fountain,  Efq. 

160.     Has  refided  at  Cape  Coaft  Caftle,  Tantum,  and 
Accra,  from  tlie  year  1778,  to  January  1789. 

On  his  firft  arrival,  had  the  command  of  the  Com- 
pany's troops.     After  that  a  faftor  for  the  Company : 

then 


Africa.'  F  o  v  n  t  a  i  h.  4; 

then  fecond  of  Accra:  afterwards  fecond  of  Tan-  1789. 
turn  :  and  Jaftly  Governor  of  Tantum.  \y\-*^ 

Did  not  go  into  the  country,  further  than  in  paf- 
fing  from  one  fort  to  another. 

Did  not  fpeak  the  language  of  the  country,  but 
underftood  the  greater  part  of  what  was  fpoke  by  the 
Fantees. 

Is  of  opinion  that  the  natives  become  flavcs  from 
three  caufes,  principally  convifts,  otheriS  forgaming^ 
witchcraftjalfo  debt. 

Did  not  know  any  Qaves  who  had  been  prifonersP.  161. 
of  war.  Heard  of  few  wars  on  the  coaft  during  hts 
refidence.  Has  fecn  a  kind  of  war  carried  on  be- 
tween the  natives  of  different  towns,  but  not  of  any 
duration.  Between  3  and  4000  men  altogether 
might  meet ;  no  Qaves  made  prtfoners. 

Convids  are  generally  tried  openly  by  the  pynims 
or  elders  of  each  diftrift. 

Does  not  believe  the  judges  derive  any  advantage 
from  conviftions,  but  that  they  are  fold  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  injured. 

Docs  not  include  witchcraft  among  the  crimes  foP.  162. 
tried ;  but  remembers  one  fimilar  fort  of  trial  for 
witchcraft  at   Tantum  iaitely,  the  accufed  being  a 
perfon  of  fome  confideration. 

Witchcraft  generally  involves  the  whole  family. 

The  people  are  very  fupcrftitious — a  belief  in 
witchcraft  is  general — but  thinks  that  by  it.is  often 
meant  poifon. 

Is  not  concerned  -at  prefcniiwith  the  Africai}  trade.  P.  163. 

While  refident  therCj  acquired  fome  kniXwlcdge  of 
their  government.  ■...  ■ 

Thinks,  if  wars  had  been  frequent,  he  muft  haveP.  164. 
heard  of  them.    Very  few  of  the  Qaves  fold  off  that 
coafb,  were  prifoners  of  war. 

Never  knew  Europeans  foment  wars  among  the 
Africans.  Has  known  them  frequently  affift  in  fet- 
tling difputes. 

Never  knew  villages  pillaged  for  making  flavesiP,  165, 
which  he  confiders  aa  inipradicable  by  the  whites. 
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'7°9'  Never  heard  kidnapping  by  Europeans,  nor  con- 
^'^'^'''''^^ccives  that  fuch  a  praftice  ever  ex'iftedi  if  it  did,  it 
could  not  be  concealed;  and  any  European  expe- 
riencing a  lofs  of  trade  in  confequence,  would  com- 
plain to  the  Governor  and  Council  on  the  coaft,  as 
well  as  to  peribns  in  England. 

When  a  Qave  is  brougnc  down  for  fale,  the  owner 
.  applies  to  a  broker,  who  conduSs  him  to  a  Euro- 
pean trader ;  fliould  they  difagree,  they  are  at  liber- 
ty to  carry  him  away,  and  offer  him  to  another. 

There  are  always  fomc  free  natives,  ufually  called 
gold  takers,  on  board  the  (hip,  while  the  trade  is 
carrying  on. 

Says>  if  a  Have  had  been  kidnapped,  he  would  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  making  his  complaint ;  and 
beinghimfelf  a  member  of  the  Council,  had  any  fuch 
praflice  prevailed,  he  mult  have  heard  of  it. 
P.  i66.  Never  heardof  kidnapping  by  the  natives,  though 
it  pofliblymay  haveexiliedi  apprehends  it  would  be 
punifhed ;  is  fure  it  would  on  the  Gold  Coaft. 

The  natives  polTefs  a  great  number  of  Haves,  which 
are  confidercd  by  them  as  a  common  medium  of 
traffick. 

Slaves  purchafcd  by  the  natives,  may  be  fold 
again  at  their  pleafure;  but  fuch  as  have  fallen  to 
them  by  inheritance,  cannot  be  fold,  but  by  the 
general  confent  of  the  other  domcflics,  unlefs  con- 
vided  of  crimes. 

The  puniftimenc  of  a  free  African,  convided  of  a 

.  crime,  depends  upon  the  offence  committed, 

F.  167.     ^  man's  flaves  may  be  fcized  and  fold,  to  make 

good  the  fine  he  has  incurred,  or  debts  he  may  have 

'    contracted }  but  a  long  procefs  is  neceflary  before  he 

can  be  deprived  of  his  hereditary  Haves.    A  creditor 

often  prefers  feizing  one  of  the  family. 

A  man  condemned  to  flavery,  may  in  moH;  cafes 
redeem  himfelf  by  fubdiiuting  another,  but  there 
are  exceptions.  If  a  man  Ihould  think  himfelf  be- 
'witchedj  and  can  fix  upon  the  guilty   perfon,  he 

will 
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Will    then  fell  him    under    the  rcflriflion,  that  he  1789. 
Ihal)  not  be  redeemed.  1    _^_  ,'  , 

He  knew  a  laie  inftance,  in  which  (Awifliee)  aP.  j68. 
man  of  confidcrable  note,  and  one  of  the  beft  traders 
at  Tantum,  was  faid  to  be  bewitched,  and  a  day  or 
two  after  died.  The  pcrfon  accufed  (himfcif  a 
pynim)  with  his  familyj  had  a  formal  trial  j  the  rc- 
fulc  was,  the  old  pynim  was  fold,  and  the  family 
driven  out  of  the  town.  Another  inftance  occurred, 
whilft  he  commanded  atTancum,  the  CaboDieer,  a 
'  king}  was  taken  flck  in  the  morning,  reported  to  be 
bewitched,  but  died  before  fix  in  tne  evening;  the 
deceafed  not  being  a  man  of  any  connexions,  no 
inquiry  was  made  •,  the  matter  fell  to  the  ground. 

Has  been  informed,  that  (laves  accufed  ofwitch- 
crafc,  are  tried  by  their  own  family,  in  conjunftion 
with  the  hereditary  flaves.  Freemen  by  the  pynims, 
as  above  defcribed.' 

In  cafes  where  flaves  have  been  often  convi(Sed  ofP.  169. 
ill  behaviour,  the  purchafer  is  often  reflrained  from 
Tcdccming  and  keeping  them  in  the  country. 

A  manofconfcquence,  convi£led  of  adultery,  not 
only  forfeits  his  own  liberty,  but  may  have  many  of 
hi$  flaves  alfo  feized.  But  fliould  the  crime  be  com- 
mitted by  a  flave  of  a  great  man,  with  one  of  his 
mafler's  wives,  he  apprehends  he  would  be  put  to 
death. 

Human  facriflces  are  praftifed  in  that  country; 
had  been  informed  at  Appolonia,  by  the  governor, 
who  was  a  refpcftable  man,  that  he  had  feen  perfqns 
•  feized  by  furprize  in  the  market  place,  by  a  rope 
thrown  over  their  heads,  and  thus  dragged  fome  dif- 
tance,  and  executed  in  various  ways.  That  at  the 
death  of  old  BatOj  and  Ammoneer,  the  two  Cabbo- 

I  beers,  he  believed  near  300  had  been  put  to  death. 
Remembers  at  Cape  Coaft,  upon  the  death  ofP.  170. 
Qyamina,  the  governor  fent  to  the  family,  threaten- 
ing to  Bre  upon  the  houfe,  fliould  they  attempt  to 
^riHcc  any  pcrfon  j  but  notwithftanding  their  pro- 
mile  to  the  contrary,  a  boy  and  girl  were  knocked 
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1789.  on  the  head;  one  of  which  was  buried  under,  the 
^'OO-' other  above  his  coffin. 

The  governor  alluded  to  above,  was  Dickfon, 
now  dead,  but  believes  many  in  Europe  and  in  Af- 
rica know  the  circumftances  to  be  as  related. 

Believes,  that  from  the  reprefcntacions  of  the 
whites,  the  practice  does  not  now  prevail  fo  much 
upon  the  coaftas  formerly;  but  inland  it  is  report- 
ed ftill  to  exift  in  a  great  degree.  Concludes,  that 
flaves  not  faleable^  are  put  to  death,  from  an  inftance 
of  an  old  woman  at  Cape  Coaft  Caftle,  who,  on  be- 
ing refufed  to  be  bought,  to  fave  her  maintenance> 
was  murdered. 
P.  1 7 1 .  Is  of  opinion  that  the  purchafe  of  Haves  by  Euro-r 
peans,  prcferves  their  lives,  and  adds  to  their  eafe 
and  comfort.  Has  for  two  or  three  months  togct 
ther,  had  60  or  70  in  the  fort  at  once,  who  have  ap- 
peared infinitely  hsppier  and  healthier  than  when 
firft  purchafed  %  nor  did  he  ever  lofe  one  by  mortality. 

The  Dutch,  Danes,  Portuguefe,  French,  and 
Americans,  traded  on  the  coafl  while  he  was  there.  . 

The  trade  of  thelaft  has  much  increafed  of  late. 
That  from  America  is  chiefiy  carried  on  from  Bollon 
and  Salem. 

The  French  have  lately  taken  pofleffion  of  a  Ipot 
adjacent  toAnamaboej  and  though  from  the  un- 
healthy fituation  they  have  lofl:  many  people,  they 
ftill  perfcvere;  fend  many  more  (hips  than  they  did. 
p.  172.  Trade  for  flaves  is  carried  on  to  the  eaftward  of 
the  Gold  Coaft.  From  Whydah,  all  along  to  Old 
and  New  Calabar. 

Does  not  know  that  the  Englilh  fliips  have  been 
ib  the  pra^ice  of  leaving  the  coaft  fecretly  in  the 
night.  The  general  cuftom  is,  to  loofe  the  fore 
topfail,  hoift  the  cnfign,  and  fire  a  gun,  often  for, 
three,  four,  or  five  weeks,  as  a  fignal  ior  failing,  that 
fuch  of  them  as  have  accounts  to  fettle  with  the  cap- 
tain, may  come  on  board  j  the  ufual  time  for  getting 
under  way,  is  with  the  land  wind,  from  two  in  the 
morning. 

The 
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The  ftiips  which  lie  off"  the  coaft  arc  much  more  1789. 
iealthy  than  ihofc  which  go  up  the  rivers,  and  lie«''V'^' 
nearer  land  }  the  latter  being  more  expofcd  to  fogs. 

There  are  no  navigable  rivers  on  the  Gold  Coaft  i 
two  rivers,  Elmina  and  Shemar;  belonging  to  the 
Dutch,  ttiight  admit  boats  under  20  tons,  but  even 
thefc  would  foon  be  aground. 

There  is  neither  water  nor  land  carriage  for  bulky 
goods  from  within-land  to  the  coaft,  infomuch,  thatP,  173. 
a  tooth  of  about  170  pounds  weight,  was  cut  into 
three  pieces  to  be  made  portable. 

There  are  no  good  landing  places  on  the  coaft; 
the  bcft  (cafon  for  landing  or  (hipping  goods,  is 
about  Chriftmas,  January,  or  February;  but  has 
luiown  it  bad  in  thofe  months. 

The  coaft  he  alludes  to,  as  having  no  navigable 
rivers,  nor  any  good  landing  places,  extends  from 
Cape  la  Hou  to  the  Volta,  about  420  miles ;  a 
heavy  furf. 

It  is  fafer  landing  than  ftiipping  goods,  thoughP.  174, 
even  in  landing  fithery  canoes  (which  arc  much  the 
fafeft)  has  feenten  in  a  day  overi'ct. 

Believes  he  might  inftance  certain  fliips  deal  for 
ivory  and  gold,  but  thefe  alfo  trade  for  flaves. 

Gold  is  not  an  article  of  export,  becaufe  it  bears 
a  greater  price  there  than  here.  Ivory  is  likcwife  an 
uncertain  commodity.  While  fecond  at  Tantum, 
he  bought  a  great  deal  in  a  month,  whereas,  while 
laft  there,  he  had  not  been  able  to  buy  five  teeth  in 
two  years.  Thinks  it  could  not  be  an  objeft  of 
^commerce,  independent  of  the  flave  trade;  nay, 
that  it  could  not  be  had  at  all  in  that  event,  becaufc 
the  black  trader  who  brings  it  from  inland,  loads 
the  negroes  with  it,  whom  he  is  condufting  to  the 
coaft  for  falc  \  and  fa  fmall  is  their  profit,  it  would 
not  alone  pay  them  for  their  trouble. 

The  Gold  Coaft  produces  no  articles  of  commerce  P.  175. 
bcfides  gold  and  ivory ;  fomc  few  pieces  of  cloth, 
matts,  &c.  are  occafionally  bought,  as  matters  of 
cutiofity,  at  To  high  a  price  as  two  or  three  flaves  for 

a  cloth 
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1789.  a  cloth  of  eight  yards  by  fix  yards  y  but  fuch  are  not 
^-''V"^  the  kinds  of  cloth  the  natives  wear. 
P.  176.      It  does  not  produce  corn  equal  to  the  confump- 
tion,  nor  more  of  cotton  than  what  is  ufcd  for  lamp 
wicks.     A  fort  of  attempt  was  made  to  extend  its 
cultivation  near  Cape  Coad,  but  the  blacks  deflroy-  ' 
ed  by  night  the  work  of  the  day,  alledging  it  was 
prejudicial  to  their  provifion  ground. 
P>  177'     Nor  does  it  produce  rice  in  any  quantity  ;  knows 
of  none  to  leeward  of  Apollonia. 

It  produces  no  dye  woods,  nor,  fo  far  as  he  knows, 
any  article  befides  what  has  been  enumerated. 

He  redded  in  that  country  during  the  late  war, 
which  in  fome  degree  interrupted  the  Have  trade  i 
fewer  flaves  were  brought  down  than  formerly  1  the 
demand  not  fo  great;  the  prices  lower.  Did  not 
obferve  that  more  corn,  rice,  or  cotton,  was  produc- 
ed then,  than  before  j  but  he  was  rather  out  of  the 
way,  being  confined  during  the  war  chieBy  to 
Tantum. 
P.  178,  Doej  not  think  that  aboliftiing  the  flavc-trade 
would  materially  alter  the  cultivation  of  the  coun- 
try, the  natives  being  fo  indolent,  as  fetdom  to  cul- 
tivate more  than  is  neceffary  for  their  family,  from 
year  to  year. 

Believes  the  blacks  would  rather  ftarve  than  cultt- 
Tate  to  any  extent. 

Is  certain  it  would  not  extend  the  manufacture* 
of  cloths  and  matts,  nor  produce  new  ones. 

Knows  of  no  iron  in  the  country  t  of  that  fupplied 
them  from  Europe,  they  make  only  a  kind  of  bill 
or  hoe,  for  cultivating  their  land;  but  fo  courfe 
and  ill  tempered  that  they  do  not  laft.  Supplied 
with  many  articles  of  iron  from  Europe. 
r.  179.  Thinks,  if  the  llave-trade  were  aboliflied  in  Great 
Britain  there  would  not  be  a  Have  the  Icfs,  as  other 
nations,  the  French  nation  in  particular  would  take 
off,  what  would  otherwife  have  been  brought  by  the 
EngUfli.  The  French  have  lately  Ihewn  tKemfeWes 
defirous  of  extending  their  trade. 

in 
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Ifl  time  of  peace,  the  demand  for  flaves,  has  al-   1789. 
ways  been  fuperiour  to  the  fupply.  *^v-i*< 

Thinks,  that  wars  among  the  natives  would  be-p,  j^g, 
come  rather  more  frequent,  Ihould  the  flave-trade  be  ' 
aboliflied,  becaufc  convifts  being  left  in  the  country, 
would  create  or  foment  diflcnfions  among  the  na- 
tives. So  furc  the  abolition  would  be  produ£live 
of  a  fcene  of  carnage  all  along  the  coaft,  ^fee  p. 
166.) 

A  colony  could  not  be  elVablilhed  there  but  by 
conqueft,  the  natives  (except  upon  the  fea  coaft)  be- 
ing very  hollUe. 

Never  obferved  any  inftance  of  cruelty  exercifed 
by  the  £ngli(h  upon  flaves  bought  by  them;  but 
much  humanity,  and  particular  attention  when  Tick, 

Has  never  feen  any  particular  cruelty  to  fcamen  in 
this  trade ;  they  may  pofTibly  experience  inconveni- 
ences from  the  climate,  to  which  the  crews  of  vefleU 
trading  there  for  other  purpofes  would  be  equally 
fubjeAed,  and  which  would  alfo  affeft  colonies 
fettled  there.  Remembers  at  the  Danifti  fort  atP.  180. 
Accra,  that  the  governor,  vice-prefiilent,  fcven  or 
eight  officers,  with  100  foldiers,  died  in  a  month, 
aod  this  on  the  Tea  coall;. 

Has  been  three  voyages  from  England  to  Africa, 
and  two  from  Africa  to  England  by  way  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  between  1778  and  178J.  Obferved  no  ill 
treatment  of  the  crews.   Never  law  people  happier. 

His  firft  voyage  from  Africa  to  the  Weft  Indies 
was  in  the  Ins,  Mafon,  tonnage  about  220,  about 
300  Oaves  on  board  ;  exceeding  well  treated  ;  plenty 
of  provifions  and  water.  It  is  the  intereft  of  the 
owner.  If  not  kept  in  heart  and  good  fpirics,  it  is 
odds  biit  they  ficken  and  die.  PalTage  to  Jamaica?.  181; 
£x  weeks  and  two  days.  Slaves  not  confined  below 
above  two  days  in  all.  Appeared  quite  fatisfied  and 
cheerful.  I^ft  but  one.  Left  the  (hip  atBarbadoes, 
but  informed  by  the  captain  that  he  loft  none  going 
&om  thence  to  Jamaica. 
1  G  Before 
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1789.       Before  the  late  regulations,  captains  were  benefited 

\y>r^  by  the  numbers  they  landed.  Loft  fix  per  cent,  on 
fuch  as  died. 

Made  his  fecond  voyage  from  Africa  30th  January 
laft  to  Barbadofs,  on  board  the  Friendlhip,  Lamb,  a 
ftore  fhip  j  carried  a  few  flavcs  upon  freight ;  though 
a  large  Ihip,  worfe  calculated  fur  their  conveyance 

P.  18  2.  than  the  common  (lave  (hips  in  many  refpefts. 
Slaves  exceedingly  well  treated  during  the  voyage 
to  Barbadoes.  Ko  deaths  in  the  (hip.  Knows  not 
what  happened  after  leaving  Barbadoes ;  weie  all  in 
perfect  health.  Had  no  intereft  iri  the  fiaves  on 
board  J  nor  has  he  any  conneftion  whatfoever  with 
the  concern. 

P.  183.  Refided  in  Hanover  parilh,  Jamaica,  upwards  of 
fouryears,  from  beginning  of  1770  to  1774.  Knows 
of  no  praiflice  of  captains  or  furgeons  to  repel  dif- 
orders  of  the  flaves.  Never  knew  of  any  particular 
mortality  take  place  in  8  cargo  of  (laves  after  their 
arrival,  and  before  their  landing.  Has  been  on  board 
two  or  three  (lave  (hips  at  the  ifland  whofe  cargoes 
were  healthy.  Believes  few  (laves  of  thefe  Ihips  were 
in  a  very  difeafed  ftate  when  fold ;  one,  the  War- 
wick Cahle  had  nearly  500 ;  has  forgot  the  name  of 
the  other. 

Is  convinced  that  the  abolition  of  the  (lave-trade 
would  tend  to  the  dcftiruftion  of  many  lives  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  and  to  the  ruin  of  the  BritiOi  co- 
lonies in  the  Weft  Indies. 

P.  184.  The  king  of  Appolonia  Js  defpotick,  and  by  his 
fingle  authority  daily  takes  away  the  lives  of  many. 

The  length  of  that  diftrift  is  25  or  30  miles  along  • 
the  coaft,  but  cannot  fpeak  as  to  the  breadth. 

It  is  probable  that  the  flaves  whom  Quamina  put 
to  death,  had  previouOy  the  form  of  i  trial. 

Being  chiefly  confined  atTantum  during  the  war, 

P.  185. cannot  fay  whether  more  or  fewer  flaves  were  taken 
off  the  coaft  than  in  peace  ;  but  he  himfelf  (hipped 
more  there  fince,  becaule,  the  other  forts  belonging  to  '  | 
the  Englilh  and  Dutch  being  in  a  ftate  of  mutual   , 
warfare,   ■ 
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■warfare,  the  traders  chofe  to  bring  their  flaves  to  1789. 
Tantum,  where  they  would  not  be  molefted.  <— vw 

The  natives  are  induced  to  make  human  facriBces 
from  var'Ous  motives — That  their  friends  may  reft 
quiet  in  their  graves — That  the  deceafcd  (hould  be 
.properly  attended  :  hence  they  generally  facriBce  his 
key-bearer  or  accraw,  and  his  head  wench ;  has  bc- 
fides  feen  tombs,  and  burial-places,  paved  with 
ikulU  of  pertbns  thus  facrihced. 

Pcrfons  of  cun Sequence  po0efs  a  conflderable  num-P.  lB6* 
ber  ot  flaves,  which  are  letatiied  in  a  flate  of  ab- 
.folute  idlendV,  while  their  women  provide  them  with 
water  and  other  ncceflUrics.  And  in  fuch  habits  of 
familiarity  do  mallcis  there  live  with  their  flaves, 
even  the  king  of  Cape  Coad:  Cartle  himfcif,  that  un- 
lefi  lor  a  Very  capital  fault  (hey  v)[Ould  not  be  fub- 
jefted  10  pumllimcnt. 

Along  the  coalt,  to  Accra,  the  natives  owing  to 
their  indolence,  have  iittle  or  no  fupplies  of  cornj 
has  offered  a  great  price  without  fucccfs.  At  Accra, 
a  prodigious  large  diftrict,  they  depend  upon  their 
neighbours  for  a  fupply,  trom  Cape  Coalt,  Anama- 
boe,  Tantum,  6cc.  During  his  refidence  at  Accra, 
has  feen  great  want  among  ihem. 

In  exchange  for  corn,  when  it  is  in  plenty,  they p_  jgy^ 
will  take,  from  the  whites,  cloths,  liquors,  &c.  but 
when  it  is  fcarce,  hardly  any  thing  elfe  than  gold 
dull.  The  blacks,  natives  of  Accra,  give  in  ex- 
change, cloth,  gold,  and  a  filh  they  call  Aporge, 
which  is  a  great  article  of  trade  as  well  as  of  fub- 
fiftence  among  the  Accras.  What  gold  they  thus 
barter  for  corn,  they  obtain  in  exchange  for  flaves 
and  ivory  j  chiefly  the  latter,  of  which  there  is 
more  fold  in  that  country  than  on  any  other  part 
of  the  coaft. 

Suppoles  a  great  part  of  the  provifions  are  from 
inland. 

Has  not  known  any  other  trials  for  witchcraft 
than  the  two  mentioned  j  but  believes  them  ftill  very 
frequent, 
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1789.  From  what  he  has  ften,  does  not  apprehend  there; 
»--v*^  is  any  peculiar  mode  of  trial  for  this  crime,  though 
P.  lUS.fuch  trials  are  publickj  yet  the  whites  may  not 
have  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  them,  from 
its  not  being  cuftomary  to  introduce  themfelves  into 
fuch  aflemblies  s  but,  in  the  courfe  of  their  walks, 
will  often  fee  the  Pynims  feated  in  the  publick 
Palaver-placei  and  may  upon  inquiry  learn  the  caufe. 
Has  heard  ic  faid  that  the  trials  for  witchcraft  are 
condu6:ed  in  a  particular  manner,  but  this  muft  have 
been  from  miQnformation. 
P.  189.  The  whole  family  of  a  perfon  convided  of  witch- 
craft is  generally  fold  j  but  in  the  cafe  of  Awifliee, 
before  noticed,  the  people  of  Tantum  were  con- 
tented with  felling  the  old  Pynim  convifted  of  hav- 
ing bewitched  him,  and  driving  out  the  reft  of  the 
family  from  among  them. 

The  price  obtained  for  perfons  fo  fold,  is  generally 
given  to  the  injured  family,  fubjeft  to  fome  deduc- 
tion for  expenfe  of  trial.  Perfons  are  fold  upon 
conviction  of  other  offences.  Knows  it  to  be  fo  in 
regard  to  theft  of  gold,  and  fome  other  articles. 
Thefts  of  liquor  and  fuch  like  things  may  be  com- 
penfaced  for,  by  paying  back  fomething  more  than 
the  value. 

Judges  the  natives  of  the  country  to  be  a  quar- 
relfome,  turbulent,  ungrateful  peopJe. 
P.  190.  A  captain  never  afks  a  broker  how  a  flave  w« 
obtained,  becaufe  the  native  is  aware,  that  if  he  is 
found  to  have  come  by  &  flave  illegally,  he  and  his 
family  are  liable  to  be  (old  for  the  offence. 

Gold-takers,  another  name  for  trading  men  }  how- 
ever, they  do  take  gold,  and  are  employed  in  the 
purchafe  of  every  fiave  brought  on  board,  fpeaking 
the  language  in  general  fpoktn  bytheflaves.  Would 
certainly  learn  from  them  if  they  had  been  captured 
or  kidnapped. 

Slaves  are  frequently  redeemed  from  the  fliips, 
and  others  fubHituted  in  their  room,  by  their  fami- 
Jies,  if  [heir  offences  have  not  been  great.     This 
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moft  common  in  the  cafe  of  adultery,  if  the  ofencc 
is  not  committed  with  the  wife  of  a  great  man. 

It  is  not  cuftomary  to  fell  domeftick  flaves  from 
one  family  to  another,  unlcfs  for  fome  heinous  of- 
fence. 

Such    not   confidering  themfelves  altc^ether   asp,  jqx; 
flaves,  but  rather  attendants  on  thofe   they  fcrve; 
lead  a  lazy  indolent  life-,  employed  in  making  Cuf- 
tomi  i.  e.    performing  funeral    ceremonies  for  the 
dead,  or  in  diverfion  or  gaming. 

Natives  of  the  Gold  Coaft,  freemen  or  domefticks, 
no  doubt  confider  it  as  a  heavy  punifhment  to  be 
Ibid  to  the  Europeans,  efpeciatly  fuch  as  have  been 
refident  near  the  forts,  and  in  the  habits  of  viflting 
them  J  but  for  thofe  brought  from  the  interiour  part* 
of  the  country,  is  certain  from  iheir  own  aflertion, 
as  well  as  their  general  appearance,  that  they  rejoice 
in  their  change  of  mafters.  They  are  in  general  poor 
in  fleftij  great  eruptions  over  all  their  flcin ;  very 
fcrophulous,  and  frequently  have  bad  ulcers;  but 
when  lold  again  to  the  captains,  they  arc  often  fat 
and  (leek.  Sometimes  they  are  brought  to  the  forts 
in  a  healthier  ftate  ;  has  feen  them  low  and  dejected 
■when  brought  to  the  fort,  and  become  very  cheerful 
in  half  an  hour  after  they  were  brought ;  has  been 
entreated  by  fevcrat  to  buy  them. 

Freemen  fold  for  crimes,  no  doubt  lament  thelrp,  jga, 
fituation  -,  confider   it  as  a  heavy  punifhment,  but, 
confcious  that  they  have  deferved  it,  feldom  com- 
plained. 

That  upon  the  Gold  Coaft  the  fmalleft  thefts  arc 
punifhed  with  (lavery,  he  knows  not  to  be  the  cafe. 

That  a  man  who  Ihould  Ileal  an  ear  of  corn  would 
be  fold  for  a  (lave  does  happen,  but  knew  an  inftancc 
of  a  man  guilty  of  that  very  act,  who  being  taken, 
and  a  (lave  demanded  of  his  mailer  tor  him,  the 
affair  was  compromilcd  for  an  ounce  of  gold  and 
fome  liquors. 

Has  no  doubt  that  the  man  condemned  to  flavery 
{or  dealing  an  car  of  corn  would  be  fatisficd  with 
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1789.  riiejuftice  of  his  fentencc;  becaufe  he  knows  that 
^''•'r^  fuch  is  the  law  of  the  country,  if  he  from  whom  it 
was  ftolen  choofes  to  be  fevere. 

The  manner  in  which  flavcs  are  confined  to  be 
taken  on  board  ihip,  dcp^rnds  upon  the  nation  they 
belong  to.  Duncoes  are  never  put  in  irons,  they 
fupply  ,a  great  number  of  (laves.  The  Fantecs  at~ 
Ways.  The  Alhancees  and  other  nations,  according 
P»  '93'to  circumftanccs.  Slaves  generally  kept  in  irons 
while  the  ihip  is  on  the  coalt,  though  he  has  feen 
many  out  of  irons.  The  women  and  boys  never  in 
irons. 

The  two  fliips  he  failed  in  from  Africa  for  the  W. 
Indies,  and  feveral  others  he  had  been  aboard  of,  had 
no  nettings.  It  is  not  ufual  where  the  rails  are  high. 
Believes  where  it  Js  ufed,  it  is  to  prevcm  the  flaves 
from  falling  overboard,  or  to  cut  off  all  communi- 
cation between  them  and  the  Anamaboe  traders,  who, 
for  the  purpofe  of  refelling  them,  might  excite  them 
to  cut  off  the  veffel. 

The  inland  (laves  are  confined  in  irons  to  keep 
them  from  any  connexion  with  the  people  about 
the  forts  who  are  great  rogues,  and  might  excite  them 
to  run  away ;  in  other  refpedts  they  are  never  locked 
upi  but  allowed  to  amufe  themfelves  about  the  fore, 
except  at  night.  On  board  (hip,  they  are  kept  in 
irons  left  they  (hould  be  advifed  by  the  canoe  men, 
&c.  to  cut  off  the  (hip  or  jump  overboard,  which 
they  would  never  of  themfelves  think  of. 
^  The  natives  from  the  intcriour  country  are  paid  for 
the  flaves  and  ivory  they  bring  fiom  thence,  in  cloth, 
liquor,  guns,  powder,  gold,  brafs-pans,  and  pewter ; 
of  pewter  and  brafs  they  are  fond,  and  will  take  a 
great  proportion.  Has  leldom  known  traders  take 
more  than  one  iron  bar ;  and  of  lace  reject  it  alto- 
gether 1  for  thcl'e  two  laft  years  it  has  been  in  no  great 
demand  from  Cape  Coait  to  Tanium ;  therefore  it 
has  been  cuttomary  to  pay  iron  tor  provifions  when 
the  blacks  would  take  it.    The  commodities  received 
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by  the  natives  in  exchange  for  (laves,  they  carry  away  1789. 
made  up  in  fmall  bundles,  upon  their  heads.  «— v*^ 

Small  defers  do  not  render  (laves  unfaleable  top.  iq6. 
Europeans. 

Is  of  opinion,  that  the  (laves  in  the  Welt  Indies 
would  decreafe  annually  without  frefh  fupplies. 

Slaves,  in  pafling  from  the  (horc  to  the  (hip,  have^ 
fometimes  an  iron  on  their  legs,  or  a  log  on  their 
hands,  from  which  they  are  releafcd  when  purchafed,- 
unlcfs  Fantees,  of  infamous  charaders. 

Never  heard  of  fuch  a  thing  in  his  life  as  an  African 
trading  (hip  carrying  otf  free  negroes  againft  their 
inclination.  Knew,  however,  that  a  man,  of  the  name 
of  Griffichs,  did  carry  off  two  people  intruded  » 
his  care,  from  St.  Andrews,  or  fome  part  to  wind- 
ward, whom  he  never  brought  back.  He  reported,  on 
his  return,  that  either  one  or  both  died  of  the  fmall 
|>ox,  with  which  the  natives  not  being  fatisfied,  putP.  197* 
him  to  death.  The  a£t  was  fevercly  reprobated  by 
the  Governor  and  Council,  andRelidents,  who  wrote 
home  about  it.  This  the  only  inltance  he  ever 
heard  of. 

Has  heard  that  gold  ts  procured  in  the  interiorp.  igj, 
country  in  two  ways,  by  digging  and  wa(hing.    Be- 
lieves it  is  very  fcarce,  and  few  allowed  to  dig  for  it. 

Has  known  two  or  three  (laves  rcfufed  in  a  yearp.  iqq, 
for  defers. 

The  people  of  Accra,  when  in  want  of  corn,  ge-P,  2CX). 
nerally  fend  their  canoes  for  it  all  down  the  coaft, 
though    it   is  fometimes  brought  to  them  by  the 
people  who  have  it  todifpofe  of. 

When  conveyed  by  land  from  one  country  to  ano-P.  201. 
ther,  ic  is  (Carried  upon  the  heads  of  negroes  in  fmall 
balkrts. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  war  among  the  natives  is 
injurious  to  trade  of  every  kind;  ic  (tops  the  paths, 
and  prevents  every  thing  from  coming  down,  ivory 
as  well  as  flaves.  The  rcfidents  do  therefore  all  in 
their  power  to  make  up  any  breach  among  them. 
Traders 
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1789.  Traders  are  afraid  to  pafs  through  villages  when 
<— v-w  there  is  war. 

Never  knew  a  pound  weight  of  either  cotton  or 
indigo,  exported  from  the  Gold  Coaft. 

Europeans  have  no  inBuencc  over  the  natives,  to 
make  them  grow  any  particular  aniclcs  i  nor  to 
change  their  cuftoms. 

Believes  there  are  five  males  to  one  female  export- 
ed from  the  Gold  Coaft. 

Europeans,  if  they  chofe  it,  could  not  obtain  a 
greater  proportion  of  females,  becaufe  the  exercifc 
of  polygamy  mull  render  women  fcarcer, 
P.  202.  Does  not  think  their  attachment  to  their  families 
ib  flrong  as  that  of  Europeans;  nor  that  they  have 
fiich  6ne  feelings;  a  black  woman  thinking  little  to 
pour  a  fpoonful  uf  brandy  into  a  child's  mouth,  of 
two  or  three  months  old,  at  the  bread.  Seem  to 
have  little  affcftion  for  their  children— attributes  it 
to  polygamy. 

Governor  Miles  expended  confiderable  fums  to 
keep  the  natives  in  peace. 
P.  201.      Thinks,  if  there  were  no  market  on  the  coaft,  they 
'  would  not  bring  the  Haves  from  the  interior  country. 


Witnefs  Examined, — Capt.  William  Littletow. 

P.  204.      Went  to  Gambia  as  mate  1762.    Lived  there  11 
years,  as  a  merchant. 

Has  been  frequently  up  the  Gambia.  Went  up 
about  300  leagues. 
P.  205,  Knew  enough  of  the  language  to  do  his  bufmefs. 
Governments  various  on  the  different  parts  of  the 
river — none  hereditary.  Kings  for  life,  in  rotation 
from  one  tribe  to  another,  fometimes  from  one  town 
or  diftrift  to  another.  Line  of  fucceflion  fometimes 
broken  from  caprice. 

Slavery  general.  Some  freemen  keep  many  flaves. 
Slaves 
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Slaves  fold  to  Europeans  obtained  various  ways:  1789. 
a  great  proportion  from  black  Mahometan  traders,  w-v^ 
who  traverfe  the  interior  parts  to  get  flavcs.     SomeP-  206, 
prifoncrs  of  war,  many  convifts,    and  more  from 
famines,  caufcd  by  droughts  and  locufts.  The  crimes 
numerous  for  which  they  are  fold.     Believes  "this, 
from  his  own  knowledge,    and  from  good  infor- 
mation. ' 

Knew  a  famine  in  1786,  in  the  South-Weft  of  the 
entrance  of  Gambia,  from  failure  of  rain,  and  locufts. 
The  natives  fubliftcd  Ibme  months  on  roots,  and 
whatever  had  nourilhment,  till  nothing  was  left. 
They  were  then  driven  to  the  dreadful  neceflity  of 
felling  each  other  to  procure  fubfiftence.  The  Man- 
dingoes  bought  them  from  the  Fhroops,  between 
C.  St.  Mary's  and  C.  Roxo,  for  corn  and  European 
goods,  felling  them  to  the  white  traders  on  the  river, 
and  he  obtained  a  large  proportion  of  them.  Has 
been  told  by  the  Mahometans,  who  traverfe  the  in- 
land parts,  that  famines  often  occur  in  Africa,  which 
drive  them  fomccimes  to  fubfift  on  each  other,  fome- 
times  by  killing  and  eacing  them,  often  by  felling 
them.  Locufts  make  dreadful  havock,  on  the  corn 
particularly:  but  it  is  generally  partial,  often  con- 
fined to  a  ipot  of  40  or  50  miles. 

Slaves  made  for  adultery,  theft,  witchcraft,  andp.  007. 
other  crimes,  for  which  they  are  regularly,  and,  in 
general,  impartially  tried,  by  the  leading  men,  and 
are  feldom  without  their  friends  and  advocates.  An 
adulterer  lofcs  life  or  liberty.  If  he  efcapc,  fome  of 
the  family  is  fcized  and  detained  till  he  is  taken.  If 
he  cannot  redeem  himfelf,  he  is  fold.  Sometimes 
the  whites  are  enjoined  by  the  fellers,  who  are  gene- 
rally the  parlies  injured,  not  to  let  them  be  re- 
deemed, on  any  terms.  For  witchcraft  they  arc 
tried,  and  on  conviction,  fold  —  after  torture,  ibme- 
times  even  to  deach.  For  confiderablc  thefts,  the 
punilhment  is  lofs  of  liberty.  Somctinws  they  arc 
fined,  and,  if  unable  to  pay,  fold, 
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1789.  The  injured  party  has  the  benefit  of  the  convjdion.' 
^-"y^-j  Has  learnt  from  the  natives,  that,  on  trials  for 
witchcraft,  the  principal  people  aflemble  under  the 
palaver-tree.  Sometimes,  before  trial,  the  accufed 
are  dragged  into  the  woods,  and  whipped  till  they 
acknowledge  themfelves  guilty  of  witchcraft,  and, 
they  arc  often  condemned  from  confeflion  under 
P.  208.  torture,  though  innocent.  Sometimes  they  endea- 
vour to  prove  their  innocence,  by  undergoing  a  kind 
of  ordeal  by  fire  or  by  water,  which  is  an  infufion  of 
a  malignant  root,  drunk  on  thofe  occafions,  and  which 
they  feldom  long  furvive. 

Very  few  prifoners  of  war,  taken  near  the  river, 
are  "fold  to  the  whites.  Believes  they  feldom  take 
many  prifoners ;  if  they  do,  they  generally  fall  vic- 
tims to  the  ferocity  of  the  captors,  and  a  few  are 
facrificed  to  the  manes  of  the  viftor's  friends.  Be- 
lieves but  few  females  are  taken  prifoners  in  war, 
(repeated  p.  223.)  Female  prifoners  are  frequently 
exchanged.  Females,  convifted  of  witchcraft, 
feldom  exchanged.  Recollects  not  an  inftance  of 
their  being  redeemed. 
P.  209.  Owners  of  domeflicks  can,  but  very  feldom  do, 
dilpofe  of  them,  unlefs  for  fome  enormous  crime, 
when  they  have  generally  the  approbation  of  the 
other  flaves  to  fell  them.  Has  been  told  they  are 
generally  tried  by  thofe  other  flaves. 

Never  heard  of  wars  made  to  get  flaves.  Wars 
always  arife  from  their  own  diffenlions.  Wars  near 
the  ports  always  injure  trade  of  every  kind.  Has 
been  told  by  black  merchants,  they  have  gone  3 
or  400  miles  to  avoid  feats  of  war.  In  his  lime, 
there  were  wars  between  the  nations  near  the  Gambia. 

Ntvcr  heard  of  a  white  kidnapping  a  flave.  It 
would  have  ruined  that  man's  trade.  Can  only  fpeak 
of  the  River  Gambia.  Never  heard  thai  of  the  na- 
tives where  he  re  fid  ed.  On  making  any  fuch  attempt, 
thev  would  be  fold  themfelves. 

Never  heard  of  panics  going  out  armrd  at  night 
to  tike  navcb,  except  againll  their  enemies,   with 
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whom  they  were  at  open  war— nor  of  breaking  up  1789. 
and  furprifing  viltagea,  to  make  flaves,  but  in  cafes  *— n-*-! 
of  open  war.     Such  wars  not  very  frequent  near  the  P-  210. 
Gambia;  but  inland  wars  are  perpetually  carrying 
on,  in  one  country  or  another. 

Produce  about  the  Gambia^  country-corn,  which 
is  a  fpecies  of  millet,  Indian  corn,  and  rice,  not  in 
fufiicient  quantities  for  export.  Never  heard  of 
fugar-cane  growing  there.  Believes  the  climate 
unfit  for  it,  from  droughts  from  October  to  June. 
No  articles  of  export,  bur  wax,  a  little  ivory,  and 
a  little  gold,  not  worth  mentioning.  The  ivory 
generally,  he  believes,  about  two  tons,  brought 
down  on  the  heads  of  the  flaves.  Mod  of  the  wax 
comes  from  the  S.  fide  of  the  Gambia,  chiefly  about 
30  or  40  leagues  up ;  but  in  fmaller  quantities  z  or 
300  leagues  up,  principally  from  the  Phroops. 
Mod  of  the  wax  is  taken  out  of  hollow  trees:  be-  P.  211, 
lieves  a  little  is  taken  in  hives,  which  are  clofe  to 
their  houfes.  Never  faw  above  two  or  three  hives, 
which  were  near  the  coaft.  Never  heard  of  any 
inland. 

Apprehends  it  would  not  be  worth  the  traders 
while  to  bring  down  ivory  only  from  any  great 
diltance.     Few  elephants  near  the  ports. 

Apprehends  the  wax  could  not  be  much  incrcafed, 
for  lately  the  whites  have  given  a  great  price  for  it, 
and  he  has  not  learnt  the  quantity  has  incrcafed 
from  it. 

They  raife  a  little  cotton  and  indigo,  not  fufiicient 
for  their  own  ufe.  They  fupply  the  deficiency  wich 
our  manufaftures.  They  are  fo  indolent,  that  every 
attempt  of  the  whites  to  encourage  cotton  and  in- 
digo, has  proved  abortive.  What  little  indigo  they 
raife,  they  cultivate.  They  do  not  reduce  it  to  the  ftate 
of  indigo  which  comes  from  other  parts.  Thev  cut  it,  p.  21  j, 
pound  it  in  awooden  mortar,  and  hang  It  upinr  he  forn 
of  fugar-loves,  in  their  houfes,  and  then  infufe  it  m 
waterorlyemadeofaQies,  and  dye  their  cloth  with  it. 
H  a  Their 
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1789.       Their  cloths  are  about  five  or  fix  inches  broadj 
^^•v'*^  md  they  few  them  together.     There  arc  very  few 
manufacturers.    Thefe  cloths  could  not  be  made  an 
article  of  commerce  among  the  whites. 

Has  been  two  voyages  to  Carolina,  and  three  or 
four  to  the  Wcft-Indics.  In  the  firft  voyage  to 
Charleftown,  from  the  commencement  of  the  pur- 
chafe  in  Africai  till  the  end  of  the  fale  in  Charlef- 
town>  he  loft  about  13  out  of  about  140.  Looks 
upon  that  as  a  very  great  and  uncommon  mortality. 
The  lafl  voyage  he  was  upon  the  coaft  from  the  be- 
ginning of  May  to  the  beginning  of  November,  and 
Joft  from  the  beginning  of  May  to  the  clofc  of  the 
fate  at  Jamaica,  38  out  of  242.  His  fliip  has  fince 
made  a  voyage  to  Jamaica,  and  loft  3  out  of  216. 
The  fanne  Ihip  went  ^11  the  voyages,  regiftered  at 
P'^U-  136  tons.  Attributes  the  mortality  of  38  to  the 
flaves  being  of  various  nations,  and  fbmc  being 
very  meagre  when  he  received  them,  from  the  great 
fcarcity  in  their  country,  particularly  a  number  of 
the  Phroops,  who  had  a  famine.  When  he  loll  13, 
his  (hip  was  fingle  decked,  and  he  had  very  bad 
■weather. 

We  carry  hence  fpHt  and  kiln-dried  horfc-beans, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  bifcuit  and  fiour.  In  the 
country,  we  buy  all  the  corn  and  rice  we  can. 

The  black  traders  feed  the  Qaves  intended  for  fale 
on  Guinea  corn,  chiefly,  when  they  can  gee  it,  or 
any  thing  elfe  they  can  procure.  They  never  taftc 
rice,  but  by  (lealth. 

The  Ihips  could  feldom  get  enough  of  Guinea 
corn  for  the  flaves  in  the  voyage.  The  brans  are 
hulked  in  England.  They  are  boiled  ufually  with 
beef  or  falt-fifh.  After  eating  them  once  or  twice, 
they  become  fond  of  them,  fo  as  Ibmetimes  to  afk 
for  them  inftead  of  their  country  food. 
♦  ■  214'  Slaves  on  board,  accommodated  in  the  beft  man- 
ner they  poflibly  can.  When  firft  brought  on  board 
by  the  black  merchants,  they  have  a  chain  round 
fheir  necks,  generally  worn  from  the  place  they  came 
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from.  When  the  purchafe  of  them  is  completed,  1789*, 
that  chain  is  taken  off,  and  (hackles  put  on  their  legs,  ^•'VvJ 
which  have  a  ring,  through  which  a  chain  pafles> 
which  fccurcs  them,  while  on  deck.  The  men  be- 
tween decks  lie  clofciogcther,juft  allowing  room  for 
a  perfon  to  ftep  between  them.  The  men  arc  gene- 
rally before  the  main  hatch-way,  the  boys  in  the 
main  hatch  way,  the  women,  girls,  and  children. 
Are  at  liberty  abaft,  except  at  night,  when  they  are 
locked  down  below.  They  are  on  deck  all  day, 
except  in  bad  weather. 

Believes  there  are  air-ports  and  gratings  in  all 
Guinea-men,  and  fometimes  fo  much  air,  that  they 
beg  to  have  part  of  the  tarpaulins  laid  over  them. 

From  Gambia,  the  weather  is  gfncrally  fair  and 
pleasant  after  they  get  to  windward  of  the  Cape  dc 
Verd  iflands,  when  they  fall  in  with  the  trade-winds. 
After  this,  the  flaves  are  very  feldom  prevented  by 
the  weather  from  being  on  deck  daily.  They  haveP.  215. 
fome  heavy  but  (hort  fqualls  of  rain,  when  they 
fpread  the  awnings  over  them.  But  it  is  a  general 
rule  to  keep  them  on  deck  as  much  as  they  can, 
with  prudence. 

Cleanlincfs  is  one  of  their  firft  objefts.  As  foon 
as  the  flaves  are  on  deck,  the  feamen,  and  generally 
fome  boys,  fcrape  and  fwab  the  rooms,  and  generally 
air  them  with  Bre-pans,  Twice  or  thrice  a  week: 
they  are  waQied  with  vinegar  and  fumigated. 

Soon  after  day-light  they  have  fome  bifcuit,  and  a 
glafs  of  inferior  fpirits  and  water  half  and  half.  Ac 
their  firft  meal,  they  have  generally  more  than  they 
can  eat.  About  four  or  five  in  the  evening  they 
have  a  fccond  meal,  of  another  kind.  They  feldom 
have  the  fame  food  twice  the  fame  day.  They  have  ' 
a  regular  allowance  of  water,  as  often  as  neceffary. 
This  depends  on  the  heat  of  the  weather.  To  fupply 
the  flaves  with  enough  of  food  and  water,  is  a  chief 
part  of  the  employment,  both  of  failors  and  officers, 
at  fea,  (fee  p.  216.)  The  officers  are  interefted  in 
the  cargo's  health.    They  have  a  privilege  flave  or  P.  a  16, 
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1789.    two,  according  to  the  agreement.    The  chief  mate 
wi>v«h«  and  furgeon  paid  on  the  grofs  average  at  falc. 

Slaves  oftcner  complain  of  cold  than  heat  in 
Middle  Paflage.  When  they  think  it  too  cold  for 
them,  they  put  them  below  i  and  even  then  they  beg 
to  have  part  of  the  tarpaulin  laid  over  them.  They 
often  requeft  to  go  below,  when  it  blows  frefh,  and 
they  happen  to  be  on  the  fhady  lide  of  the  deck. 

The  furgeon  every  morning  vifits  them,  and  often 
gives  them  medicines  below,  as  welt  as  on  deck. 

Sale  advertifed  four  or  five- days  afccr  arrival  in 
the  Weft-Indies.  Never  heard  of  means  being  ufed 
to  repeldiforders  of  flaves,  before  fale.  In  all  his 
voyages,  (laves  always  treated  willi  humanity  and 
tendernefs. 
P.  117.  In  his  voyage  to  Carolina,  loft  2  out  of  16,  or  18, 
(thinks  18)  feamen.  In  his  laft  voyage,  which  was 
to  Jamaica,  from  being  detained  on  the  coaft,  loft 
7  feamen  in  the  Gambia,  and  2  or  three  in  the 
Middle  Paffage.  The  crew,  with  himfclf,  originally 
21.  The  furgeon  died  firft.  To  his  death  he  attri- 
butes the  increafe  of  his  lofs  both  of  feamen  and 
(laves.  The  Teamen's  health,  as  much  as  polTiblej 
attended  to.  It  is  their  intereft  to  take  care  of  the 
feamen,  the  fuccefs  of  the  voyage  depending  on  it. 
(The  lofs  of  feamen  is  from  England  to  the  Weft- 
Indies,  p.  220). 

The  time  of  day  the  ihips  leave  the  Gambia  de- 
pends on  the  time  of  the  tide.  On  entering  the 
Gambia,  they  have  2  or  3  black  linguifts,  a  black 
meflenger  or  two,  and  6  or  8  people  to  row  the  boats, 
and  preiervc  the  fcamens  health.  They  do  not  fuffer 
a  feaman  to  go  into  a  boat,  if  they  can  avoid  it. 
The  blacks  attend  them  out  of  the  river,  returning 
in  the  ftiip's  long-boat,  (which  is  generally  left  be- 
hind) or  in  a  canoe.  They  ufually  ftop  a  tide  at 
the  laft  port  of  the  river,  to  fill  water.  The  time 
of  failing  is  always  known  to  the  natives,  fometimes 
before  the  Aiip  comes  down. 

The 
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The  climate  in  general  noxious  to  European  con-  1789. 
ftitutions.  He  found  no  difference  in  it  2  or  300  '-"y^ 
leagues  up  the  river,  and  at  the  entrance. 

Rains  from  about  the  end  of  May  till  the  end  ofP.  218. 
Oftober.  Dry  weather  the  reft  of  the  year.  Believes 
the  rains  unhealthfut — but  he  has  generally  been  as 
healthy  in  rains  as  in  dry  weather.  He  avoided  ex- 
pofing  himfelf,  which  they  cannot  prevail  on  the 
icamen  to  do.  Rains  the  moft  prejudicial  to  Euro- 
peans. They  never  carried  the  fcamen  up  above  140 
leagues,  and  there  they  were  as  healthy  as  at  the 
river's  mouth.  The  French  and  fome  Englifli  (hips 
go  no  farther  up  than  James  Fort  and  Albadar. 
They  have  as  much  or  more  mortality  than  the  fhips 
150  leagues  up  the  river. 

One  voyage  returned  to  Liverpool,  once  to  Briftol, 
the  other  times  10  London. 

Believes  there  arc  people  in  London  who  make  it 
their  bufinefs  to  go  on  board  (hips  to  obtain  litigious 
cafes.  (Has  feen  this  in  London,  p.  220).  The  P.  219.' 
feamen  who  have  complaints,  bring  aftions  againft 
the  mafttrr  or  mate,  as  the  cafe  may  be.  He  never 
had  an  action  commenced  againft  him. 

In  the  fingie  deck  (hip  there  was  a  platform,  in 
the  other  none.  In  the  (hip  where  he  laid  there 
was  roum  to  ftep  between  the  (laves,  there  was  no 
platform. 

Computes  a  gallon  of  water  per  day  fufficicnt  for 

each  man,  white  and  black,  including  what  provifions 

are   boiled   in.      They  have  a  (hort   paffage  from 

f    Gambia,  and  allow  them  plenty  of  water,  generally 

three  or  four  times  a  day. 

The  (laves  have  water  in  the  night,  if  they  call  for 
it.  They  have  generally  fomcthing  below  to  hold 
water,  and  it  is  poured  through  the  gratings,  through 
3  funnel. 

PoflTibly  the  extreme  heat  below,  and  their  beingP.  220. 
naked,  make  iheni  fo  fufceptible  of  cold,  when  they 
come  on  deck.    They  could  not  keep  them  clean 
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17S91  and  healthy,  if  they  had  clothes.    The  apartment 
*-"v-»J  below  is  cleared  in  order  to  clean  it. 

More  timber  than  underwood  on  the  coaft.  Ma- 
hogany has  been  brought  thence  for  trial,  but  has 
not  anfwered. 

Corn,  rice,  and  other  provifions  might  be  culti- 
vated where  the  foil  is  fit  for  corn.  About  30  or 
40  leagues  up  the  Gambia,  the  foil  is  noc  ad;ipted 
for  corn,  and  produces  but  little.  The  natives  cul- 
tivate-as much  land  as  they  can,  about  the  lower 
pans  of- the  river,  but  do- not  raife  enough  of  corn 
for  their  own  ufe  J  hence  they  li:nd  canoes  for  it  up 

P.  221.  the  river.  Thinks  the  land  would  not  be  produftive 
without  ntanuic.  Soil  leofe  and  fandy  at  the  river's 
mouth;  up  the  river  more  loamy.  Believes  it  would 
receive  the  plough,  Jf  cleared  from  roots  which  the 
natives  do  not  take  up.  ■  Apprehends  the  foil  and 
climate  uDad^ted  for  European  corn.  The  natives 
ibw  their  cdrn  early  in  June,  after  the  Hrfi  rains. 
■They  cut  thctr  early  corn,'  which  is  Indian,'  in  Sep- 
tember. Their  greateft  crop  is  about  the  end  of 
Odtober.     They  generally  cut  and  eat  the  Indian 

P.  222.  corn  before  it  is  ripe,  in  the  early  feafon-.  They 
depend  on  the  Oftober  corn.  They  have  little  or 
no  manure,  and  fcarcc  any  horfes.  ■  They  tie  their 
cows  on  the  corn  ground,  in  <hc  dry  ftafon.  The 
■Phoolas  have  a  good  many  cows. 

Seldom  above  one-third  females  purchaTed.  They 
,buy  all  that  arc  fit  for  the  market  who  ofFw.  The 
number  of  females  varies  every  year.  The  trade  to 
Gambia  very  much  reduced.  Has  heard  the  (laves 
bought  by  the  Europeans,  fome  years  ago,  on  that 
coalt,  eftimated"  at  3006  annually  ^  believes  it  does 
not  now  average  looo.  Females  are  always  fcarcc, 
when  flaves  in  general  are  plenty.  .  Perhaps  i-4th 
of  the  3000  might  have  been  females. 

P.  223.  A  confiderable  part  of  the  women  are  fold  as  con- 
vlfts  for  witchcraft — there  are  befides  fomc  brought 
from  the  interior  parts  of  the  country — of  ihefe  it  is 
not  always  knowa  for  what  crime  they  were  fold. 

The 
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The  gratings  over  the  hatch-way  are  always  kept  ^7^9- 
open — when  it  rains,  a  tarpaulin  is  fpread  over  the  ■—v^ 
booms,  7  or  eight  feet  from  the  deck,  in  form  of 
an  fiwning — has  known  the  flaves  defire  it  to  be  laid 
clofe  over  the  gratings  to  keep  them  warm. — ^Ncver  P.  224.' 
heard  them  complain  of  foul  air,  —  if  they  think 
ihcmfelves  at  any  time  too  warm,  a  number  of  them 
are  immediately  brought  upon  deck. 

Never  heard  furgeons,  officers,  or  failors,  when 
vifiiing  the  (laves  apartments  in  the  morning,  com- 
plain particularly  of  the  noifomenefs  and  foulnefs  of 
rhe  air, — they  have  obfcrved  at  times  it  was  very 
warm.^-or  that  there  was  a  particular  fmell — but 
nothing  is  fuffcrcd  to  remain  long  below  to  occafioa 
any  offenfive  fmcII.  A  thorough  draught  of  air  is 
kept  up  between  decks,  when  the  weather  permits 
the  air-ports  to  be  kept  open.  A  partial  air  is  ad- 
mitted through  the  gratings  when  the  ports  are  (hut. 

Cannot  fay  the  cxaft  height  between  decks  of  the 
(lave  fliips  fpoke  of  above — fuppofc  the  lowefl:  about  P.  225. 
4  feet.  Had  no  platform  in  his  (hip.  Does  not  re- 
colleft  having  been  on  board  more  than  two  Ihips 
who  had.  The  height  between  decks  in  them,  he 
thinks,  was  7  feet. 

Slaves,  on  board  the  (hips  he  has  been  in,  might 
lie  on  their  backs,  though  perhaps  it  might  be  dif- 
ficult all  at  the  fame  time. 

They  are  fubjcfl:  to  be  fea-fick  for  two  or  three 
days.    Scldorn  excoriated  by  their  chains,  care  being  P.  226, 
taken  upon  the  firlt  appearance  of  injury  to  wrap 
Ibmethmg  round  the  limb  to  guard  it. 

It  was  his  endeavour  to  render  the  fituation  of  the 
Oaves  on  board  as  comfortable  as  po(rible,  by  giving 
them  plenty  of  food  and  drink,  and  the  beit  lodging 
he  could. 

The  perfons  charged  with  exercifing  witchcraft 
are  fuppofed  to  diftribute  drugs-,  in  particular  fuch 
as  occafion  abortion. 

Is  of  opinion  the  abolition  of  the  (live-trade,  by  P.  227. 
this  country,  would  encourage  the  evils  which  it  is 
I  meant 
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t789.   meant  to  relieve — fuch  as  human  facrificcs,  and  mur- 
.  k*-vw  der  of  captives  and  convifts,  it  being  a  maxim  among 
the  blacks  never  to  give  a  man  an  opportunity  of 
revenging  an  injury. 

Does  not  think  the  natives  could  be  induced^  from 
,  any  confideration,  to  raifc  produce  worth  the  atten- 
tion of  this  country.  Nor  that  Europeans  could 
ftand  the  climate,  in  clearing  woods,  and  cultivating 
the  lands. 
P.  228.  Cotton,  of  very  excellent  quality,  is  produced 
there,  with  very  little  labour. 

Has  generally  found,  that  feamen  on  board  flave- 
Ihips,  were  as  healthy  as  thofe  belonging  to  other 
fhips,  trading  on  the  fame  coaft.  Did  not  lofe  a 
feaman  in  his  laft  voyage.    Returned  in  November. 

Attributes  the  unhcalthinefs  of  feamen  in  a  great 

meafure  to  their  expofing  themfelves  to  the  night 

P.  229. dews,  more  prejudicial  than  rains,  and  not  to  their 

food.    They  will  not  deep  under  cover,  but  bring 

their  beds  upon  deck,  that  they  may  be  cool. 

In  the  voyage,  when  he  loft  7  out  of  ai  feamen, 
the  reft  were  in  a  relaxed  ftatc.  Did  not  takt  on 
board  any  fre(h  men,  to  re-place  the  7.  Had  on 
board  236  or  238  flavcs  at  leaving  the  coaft,  which 
P.  330. were  permitted  to  come  upon  deck  as  often,  and  as 
many  at  a  time,  without  additional  irons,  as  if  the 
crew  had  been  full  and  healthy ;  fome  of  the  irons 
were  even  taken  off  after  getting  to  fca. 

Cannot  fay  he  has  been  acquainted  with  any  in- 
ftances  of  notorious  cruelty  in  the  captains  of  flave- 
ihips.  Some  arc  more  fevere  than  others.  Can  only 
fpeak  to  the  Ihips  that  have  frequented  the  Gambia. 


Witnefs  examined,  —  Thomas  Kind,  Efq.  a  Mer- 
^  chant  of  London. 

,  232.     Went  firft  to  Africa  in  1766,  fe,cond  mate  of  the 
Royal  Charlotte,  of  about  300  tons ;  not  a  regular 

Dave 
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flavc  (hip  J  cirricd  out  th«  African  company's  ftores  i^g^ 
to  Cape  Coatl^t  rook  in  120  flaves  on  the  Gold  u-yCJ 
Coall'.     Generally  healthy  on  the  voyage.    I^ft  only 
two  or  three,  till  landed  in  Jamaica.     About  four- 
teen days  intervened  between  arrival  and  landing  of 
the  laftman.     In  this  interval  no  means  ufed  to  re- 
pel diforders  of  the  flavcB,     The  failors,  feventcen 
in  all,  healthy  the  whole  voyage.     Loft  not  one  from  P.  232 
leaving  London,  to  rerurn  there. 

Sailed  next  to  Africa  in  1767-8,  in  fame  capacity, 
fame  fliip.  Took  in  455  flaves  from  Gold  Coaft, 
for  Grenada.  In  general  very  healthy.  Thinks  he 
loft  ten  in  the  voyage.  Believes  he  loll  none  on 
board  at  Grenada,  which  was  fiw  about  a  week.         P.  234 

Thinks  the  crew  were  eighteen,  very  healthy,  loft 
none  in  the  voyage,  nor  at  Grenada,  where  he  left  the 
fhip. 

Sailed  a  third  time  to  Africa  from  Grenada,  as 
Captain  of  the  Molly,  about  1 10  tons.  Touched  at 
America,  there  took  in  the  cargo  with  which  flave* 
were  to  be  purchafed.  Proceeded  to  the  Gold 
Coaft,  where  he  thinks  took  on  board  105  flaves. 
Had  twelve  or  thirteen  failors.  Was  aboBt  twelve 
months  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  and  near  it.  The  voy- 
age was  unfortunate  to  failors  and  ftaves.  Of  the 
firft,  fix  or  fcven  died.  Of  the  latter,  about  one 
half.  He  attributes  this  to  the  following  circum- 
ftances.  Though  near  twelve  months  on  the  coaft, 
he  loft  few  flaves  or  feamcn  ;  but  his  fhip  failed  very 
badly,  and  loft  fome  of  her  mafts,  by  which  he  was 
driven  into  the  Bite  of  Bonny,  a  very  unhealthy  part 
of  the  coaft,  and  was  feven  months  from  the  Gold 
Coaft  to  Grenada.  During  which  he  was  feveral 
times  obliged  to  put  into  different  places  for  provi- 
fions,  and  could  get  but  fcanty  fupplies.  HenceP.  235 
both  whites  and  negroes  were  two  or  three  times, 
during  the  paflage,  reduced  to  a  very  fhort  allow- 
ance. 

Sailed,  latter  end  of  177©,  a  fourth  time  to  Africa^ 

in  the  brig  Ferret,  about  70  tons,  twelve  or  thirteen 

I  2  men. 
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1789.  men,  from  London  to  the  River  Cameroon.  Bought 
wv***  J05  (laves,  which  he  carried  to  Grenada.  About 
eight  months  on  the  coaft,  and  about  two  months 
from  thence  to  the  Weft-Indies.  Crew  and  flavcs  in 
general  pretty  healthy ;  loft  two  or  three  of  the  firft, 
four  or  five  of  the  latter. 

Sailed  a  fifth  time  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  in  De> 
P,  aj^.cember  177 1,  from  London,  in  the  Surrey,  of  180 
tons,  25  failors,  to  the  River  Cameroon.  Staid 
there  fix  months.  Took  in  255  flaves.  Had  a  paf- 
fage  of  eight  weeks  to  Grenada.  Crew  and  flaves 
in  general  healthy.  Loft  ten  (laves. 
P.  236.  I'l  'he  River  Cameroon  (more  unhealthy  to  Euro- 
peans than  the  open  coaft)  himfelf,  officers,  and  moft 
of  his  crew  were  fick.  Loft  there  the  furgcon  and 
three  feamen. 

His  fixth  voyage  to  Africa,  early  in  1773,  in  the 

Three  Friends,  70  tons,  himfcif  and  crew  twelve. 

Remained  on  the  Gold  Coaft  three  months.     Took 

in  144  flaves  for  St.  Vincent's.     Loft  two  failors  on 

'  the  coaft,  and  eight  flaves  in  all. 

Sailed  a  fcventh  time  to   Africa,  in  1775,   from 

London,  in  the  Venus  of  150  tons/    Crew  in  all  21 

or  £1.     Staid  on  the  Gold  Coaft  four  months.  Took 

P.  237. in  jai  Haves  for  Jamaica.     Loft  in  alt  one  or  two 

feamen  and  ten  flaves. 

His  eighth  voyage  was  in  1776,  from  London,  in 
the  Harriet,  of  135  tons,  eighteen  men.  Siaid  on 
the  Gold  Coaft  between  three  and  four  months. 
Took  in  277  flaves,  for  Jamaica.  Loft  feven  flaves 
in  all  i  none  of  the  crew. 

Has  all  along,  in  fpeaking  to  the  mortality  of 
flavts,  reckoned  from  the  tirft  man  brought  on  boards 
to  the  laft  man  landed  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

Sailed  for  the  ninth  and  laft  time,  in  November 
1780,  from  London,  in  the  Cambden,  of  335  tons, 
whole  crew  65.  Bought  on  the  Gold  Coaft  580  flaves. 
Stay  fix  months.  Sailed  for  Jamaica.  Loft  four 
failors,  two  of  them  by  accident.     Loft  50  or  51 
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<lav»  in  all,  by  a  diarrhea  on  the  coaft.     Some  it  >789. 
was  apprehended  had  brought  the  difeafe  on  board.    ^'^"''^ 

Has  ever  fincc  been  fettled  in  London  as  a  mcr-^-  *3'- 
chanc. 

All  the  veflcls  in  which  he  failed  for  Africa  (ex- 
cept the  two  firft)  were  regular  (live  (hips. 

In  ail  th<-  (hips  he  com  man '.led,  or  was  concerned 
in»  is  fore  they  never  buried  one  per  cent,  of  the  ne- 
groes after  their  arrival  in  the  Well  Indies,  and  be- 
fore fale. 

Never  knew  any  means  ufed  by  furgeons  or  others, 
to  repel  the  difordcrs  of  (laves  before  their  landing. 

Had  frequent  opportunities  of  being  on  fhore  in 
Africa,  and  by  the  natives  accounts,  (laves  become 
fo  chiefly  for  crimes,  witchcraft  included  ;  and  fome 
few  prifoners  of  war. 

Never  heard  of  wars  for  the  purpofe  of  getting 
Oaves,  nor,  that  European^  ever  (tirred  up  fuch. 
Nor  ever  heard  of  towns  or  villages  pillaged  or  de- 
ftroycd  for  this  purpofe.  P.  jjj. 

Never  heard  of  the  natives  being  ftolen,  except 
from  (laves  from  the  inUnd  country.  Thefe  have 
mentioned  a  few  being  Itolen  or  taken  away;  but 
thinks  they  preferred  telling  this  (tory,  to  giving  the 
real  faft.  Watcr-fide  people,  had  any  of  them  been 
kidnapped,  or  improperly  detained,  would  have  had 
opportunities  of  making  complaints,  and  getting 
redrefs. 

Free  natives  are  daily  on  board  the  (hips,  with 
whom  the  (laves  have  conftant  opportunities  of  con- 
vcr(ing. 

It  is  ufual  for  all  (hips,  where  he  has  been,  to  give 
a  week,  more  commonly  a  month's  notice,  of  failing. 
Ships  generally  fa^l  with  ihe  land  breeze,  which  is  from 
early  in  the  morning,  until  nine  or  ten  o'clock. 

In  the  Ihp*.  in  which  he  failed,  or  has  been  gene- 
ral 1.  conccrnetl,  one  h.ilf  the   crew  confitted  of  cap- 
tain, officers  and  Icamen  j   the  other  half  of  :andmen,p.  24O. 
find  of  men,  who  may  have  been  one  or  two  voyages, 
IMiU  bO)  s. 
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1789.       As  far  as  he  knows,  thinks  this  the  ufual  propor- 
**-<^*^  tion  in  ilave  Ihips. 

A  certain  proportion  of  (laves  proviGons  is  always 
carried  from  England ;  becaufe  the  Gold  Coaft  docs 
not  furnilh  enough ;  fometimes,  though  not  fre-* 
quently,  none  at  all  is  to  be  got  there.  Befides,  the 
Dares  prefer  a  change  of  food  ;  which  confifts  chiefly 
of  fplit  beans,  a  little  ricej  has  known  wheat,  but 
that  is  now  laid  a^de.  Beans  are  very  wholefome, 
and  preferred  by  the  Gold  Coaft  negroes  to  Indian 
corn,  their  native  food.  When  he  went  firft  to  Africa, 
inftead  of  beans,  at  leaft  two-thirds  white  peafe  were 
carried ;  the  furgeons  afterwards  advifed  an  equal 
quantity  of  both.  But  neither  did  this  agree  with  the 
negroes  fo  well  as  beans  given  alone,  therefore  raer- 

F.  '241.  chants  now  fend  out  only  tick  beans  (a  fpecies  of 
Windfor  beans  as  he  is  told)  kiln  dried,  fplit  and  ihel- 
Icd.  Never  carried  or  fent,  nor  ever  faw  or  heard  of, 
horfe  beans  being  fent  to  Africa  for  the  negroes. 
The  beans  fent  arc  frequently  eaten  by  the  whites. 

In  a  well  regulated  fliip,  every  poflible  attention 
is  paid  to  the  flaves  on  the  paiTage,  as  alfo  to  the 
dredlng  and  quantity  of  their  diet,  which  he  thinks 
was  more  comfortable  than  in  their  own  country  {' 
better  feafoncd,  better  dreiTcd,  and  fcrvcd  in  cleaner 
veffels.  Great  attention  is  paid  to  the  health  of  the 
flaves  on  board.  Early  every  morning,  inquiry  is 
made,  if  they  have  any  complaints  1  and  again  after 
breakfaft,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  furgeon  to  examine 
carefully  every  Have  on  board.  It  certainly  is  the 
intereft,  and  duty  of  the  captain  and  furgeon,  to  take 
care  of  the  negroes. 

V.  24a.  Has  not  obferved  in  the  parts  of  Africa  where  he 
hasgenerally  been,  any  produce,  except  provifions, 
and  of  thefcj  not  fo  great  a  furplus  as  the  (hips  wifli 
to  have.  Could  fhips  depend  on  getting  a  fupply 
there,  they  would  not  carry  fo  much  out  with  them. 
There  are  no  other  articles  of  produce  worth  no- 
tice. There  is  fome  gold  du(t,  ivory,  bees-wax, 
gum-copal. 
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gum-copal,  bar-wood  and  cam-wood,  but  not  in  1789. 
quantities,  to  become  a  confiderablc  objedt  of  trade.  <— v** 

The  genius  of  the  people  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  he 
thinks,  equal  to  extending  commerce  in  any  thing 
praAicable,  but  from  their  indolence^  thinks  that 
commerce  could  not  be  extended  among  them. 

Does  not  think  a  colony  could  be  fettled  on  the 
Gold  Coaft,  but  by  force. 

Befides,  the  coalt  is  unfavourable  to  an  extentive 
commerce,  in  refpeft  of  rivers,  harbours,  or  landing 
places.  The  rivers  have  all  bars.  There  are  no 
harbours,  bays,  or  creeks,  where  even  one  of  ourP.  243, 
boats  can  land  with  fafety  on,  except  two,  on  that 
part  Q^thc  Gold  Coaft  frequented  by  Englifti  Ihips  j 
and  even  thofe  two,  are  very  unfafe,  except  in  fine 
weather.  Believes,  that  under  the  Dutch  fettlemencs, 
there  arc  one  or  two  places  of  the  fame  defcription, 
where  a  boat  may  land. 

Whilft  he  frequented  the  coaft,  the  Dutch,  French 
Fortuguefe,  and  by  chance  a  Danifh  Ihip  traded 
there. 

The  French  have  exceedingly  increafcd  their  trade 
to  Africa  the  laft  four  years ;  this  he  has  learnt  from 
Frenchmen,  both  here  and  in  France,  and  from  his 
correlpondcnce  with  French  houfcs. 

Before  the  late  war,  the  Americans  carried  on  a 
confidcrable  trade,  ciiieBy  from  Rhode-Ifland  and 
New-Providence,  to  Africa,  which  was  totally  given 
up  in  the  war,  but  is  revived  fince  the  peace,  and  he 
believes  carried  to  rather  a  greater  extent  than  be- 
fore. 

Thinks,  if  the  flave  trade  fhould  be  abolifhcd  inP.  244. 
Great-Britain,  the  fame  number  of  flaves  would  be 
bought  among  the  other  nations. 

Is  of  opinion,  that  the  treatment  of  flaves  on  board 
Englifh  ihips,  is  preferable  to  that  of  any  other  na- 
tion. 

Has  touched  at  different  parts  of  the  Windward 
Coaftj  in  his  way  to  the  Gold  Coaft,  and  fo  far  as  he 
obfcrred,  ' 
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1789.    obferved,  flaves  arc  procured  in  the  fame  way  there, 
**ni^«i»  and  on  the  River  Cameroon,  as  on  the  Gold  Coad, 
The  foil  on  the  river  can  produce  whatever  the 
climate  will  admit;  but  they  only  cultivate  provi- 
lions,    and   fome  little  fruits  and    vegetables}    no 
grain. 
P.  245.     It  never  was  his  praftice,  nor  that  of  anyfhips  in 
.  which  he  was,   or  is  concerned,  or  has  known>  to 
compel  the  failors   to  take   their  difcharge  in  the 
Weft-Indies.     It    is    not    their    intereft    fo   to   do. 
Though  they  have,  when  they  arrive  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  fome  few  men  more  than  abfolucely   necef- 
fary  to  navigate  the  fhips  home;  yet  the  additional 
charge  of  getting  three  men  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in 
lieu  of  nine  men  difchargcd,  would  be  nearly.  If  not 
quite,  equal   to  the  cxpcnce  of  bringing  the  nine 
men  home,  (vide  the  Minutes  for  his  explanation.) 
P.  246.      It   is  cullomary  for  failors  to  defert  from  African 
fhips  in  the  Weft  Indies.     Attributes  it  to  their  re- 
ceiving half  their  p.iy  at  the  felling  -,   their  getting  on 
{hore,  and  intoxicated  -,  and    often  getting  higher 
wages  for  the  run  home,  in  other  Ihips. 

'  Never  knew  a  captain  of  an  African  fhip,  ufe  his 
men  ill  tom.ikethem  run  away  in  the  Weft  Indies  i 
it  was  ever  his  wilh  to  prefcrve  them  as  much  as  he 
could,  knowing  the  additional  expence,  and  fome- 
times  difficulty,  of  getting  others  at  any  rate.  Be- 
lieves it  is  not  very  common  for  failors  to  go  feveral 
voyages  in  the  fame  (hip,  with  the  fame  captain,  in 
the  Have  trade  :  at  the  fame  lime  his  houfe  have  had 
the  fame  fcamen  go  many  voy^iges  in  their  employ. 

His  opinion  of  the  probable  confeqiiences  of  abo- 
llftiing  the  Have  trade  from  this  country  only,  is, 
that  as  many  ncL^rues  would  be  exported  from  Africa 
as  now.  Rcfpeiting  the  Weft  India  illands,  con- 
cludes, they  wuuld  be  very  materially  affefted  by 
lofing  that  moil  valuable  branch  ot  the  trade,  the 
exportation  to  foreigners,  of  a  large  proportion  of 
the  negroes  imported  m  Briiilh  flii,)s,  whiih  arc  paid 
fpr  generally  in  fpccie,  or  in  Weft  India  produce. 

Formerly, 
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Formerly,  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  more  than  one-thfrd  1789. 
females  was  procurable.     For  the  laft  t*o  years,  be-  ■— i^-*-" 
lieves  every  poflible  encouragement  has  been  given  P-  247. 
for  females,  but  now  they  cannot:  obtain  more  than- 
one-fourth  generally;  and  by  tlie  laft  accounts,  the 
price  given  for  prime  females,  exceeded  by  ^^5  a 
head,  what  is  generally  given  for  men.     Cannot  ac- 
count AiiEcicntly  for  this  fcarcity.     Polygamy  being 
ttilerated  in  Africa,  believes  many  prime  young  fe- 
males are  kept  as  wives  in  the  countries  they  pafs 
through. 

On  the  Gold  Coaft,  more  has  been  given  by  40J. 
per  head  for  males  than  females;  but  to  get  more  of 
the  latter,  they  have  offered  an  advanced  price. 

One  houfe  in  London  has  fent  gords  to  tlie  amount 
ofj^.100,000  in  a  year  to  Africa,  including  the  value 
of  their  ftiips.  Has  been  told  of  houfcs  in  Liver- 
pool that  fend  more. 

Believes,  that  the  voyages  in  which  he  commanded 
flave  (hips,  in  1770,  1771,  1773,  17751  1776,  1780, 
were  all  attended  with  a  certain  profit. 

Has  heard  of  the  locked  jaw  in  Africa,  but  it  is  P-  28. 
not  common  there.     Does  not  recolleft  ever  having 
had  a  /lave  ill  of  that  diforder  on  board. 

The  natives  on  the  Gold  Coaft  raifc  a  few  yams 
at  one  or  two  places ;  very  few  fweet  potatoes ;  no 
rice }  no  wheat. 

The  difference  in  price  between  pcafe  and  fuch 
benns  as  are  carried  out  to  feed  the  (laves,  is  very  little. 
Thinks  that  the  beans  may  in  common  be  rather 
cheaper.  Should  think  the  peafe  as  heavy  as  the 
beans  per  buftiel. 

The  cuftomary  allowance  in  quantity  to  the  (laves, 
was  exactly  the  fame  of  either. 

The  land  towards  the  fea  on  the  Gold  Coaft  is  P.  249. 
generally  low  and  rocky,  but  rifts  as  you  go  inland. 
Some  of  it  in  the  back  country,    within  view,  is 
mountainous. 

K  ImpoITible 
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1789.  Impofiible  to  fpeak  generally  to  the  depth  of  wa- 
*--v^  ter  within  100  yards  of  the  beach.  At  the  landing 
places,  100  yards  from  the  ftore  it  may  be  fix  to 
eight  feel ;  in  other  places  it  is  not  deeper  near  a 
mile  off.  At  a  medium  the  fea  breaks  300  yards 
from  the  ftiore :  there  are  feafons,  and  particular 
days  in  thofe  feafons,  when  the  fea  is  fmoothcr,  and 
may  not  break  ao  yards  from  the  Ihore.  At  other 
feafons  the  fea  breaks  in  fix  fathom  water;  and  in 
general  the  fea  is  worfe  near  the  full  and  change  of 
the  moon. 

No  tide  can  be  perceived  in  ftiips  at  anchor.     On 
fliore  thinks  there  may  be  a  rife  of  at  moft  three 
,  f«t. 

Such  Guinea  feamen  as  have  wives  and  families, 

or  dependents,  the  owners  pay  from  los.  to  15s.  per 

P.  ajo.month   out  of  their  wages   to  fuch    relations*,  and 

continue  their  allowance  to  their  return,  death  or 

defernon  of  the  feaman. 

Thinks  a  feaman  caufelefsly  difcharged,  againfl: 
his  confcnt  in  the  Weft  Indies,  may,  on  his  return, 
profecute  the  matter  for  full  wages  till  the  ftiip  ar- 
rives in  England  ;  and  knows  that  fuch  profecutions 
have  taken  place  here;  when  the  feaman  recover  his 
wages,  but  does  not  recoUedt  that  he  received  any 
thing  for  his  paflage  home,  though  that  might  have 
happened  ana  efcaped  his  knowledge. 

Has  given  the  tonnage  of  the  fix  laft  veflels  in 
which  he  traded  for  Haves,  according  to  the  old  re- 
giftcr,  as  near  as  he  could  recoUeft  :  that  of  the  laft 
Ihip  was  what  ftie  afterwards  meafured. 

He  laid  upon  the  table  a  fample  of  the  fald  beans, 
with  a  note  from  the  perfon  who  furniQicd  the 
.  fample,  and  who  had  always  fupplied  him  when  in 
the  African  trade.  The  note  was  read,  and  is  as 
follows : — 
P.  251.  "  Mr.  Stray  fays,  thefe  'are  the  only  fort  of  beans 
"  that  arc  fent  to  Africa,  they  are  called  tick-beans  ; 
**  they  are  alfo  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies  for  provifion 

«  for 
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"  for  the  pegroea.  If  eat  when  green,  they  are  equal  17S9, 

"  to  the  garden  beans  produced  at  this  time  of  the  '^"v*^ 

"  year.     Horfe-beans  are  a  different  fort,  and  noc 

**  ufed  for  flavcs  provifions.     Mr.  Stray  alfo  fays, 

**  he  does  not  know  that  the  tick-beans  are    ufed 

"  for  any  other    purpofe  than  for  exportation   to 

•*  Africa  and  the  Weft  Indies." 

Knows  that  the  trade  of  the  French  to  Africa  is 
confiderably  increafcd  in  thcfe  two  years,  and  is  now 
increafing.  They  grant  confiderable  bounties,  to  the 
fliipsfiitedfromFrancefor  that  trade;  and  alfo  fo  much 
a  head  upon  negroes  imported  into  their  illands.  Be-  ' 
lieves  there  are  only  two  or  three  places  in  St.  Do- 
mingo where  no  bounty  is  given  on  negroes ;  in  all 
thc'u  other  iflands  a  bounty  is  allowed. 

The  idea  of  aboliHiing  the  flave-trade  in  this  coun- 
try has  undoubtedly  given  additional  vigour  to  the 
French  African  trade  -,  and  many  adventurers  in  the 
the  French  trade,  anxioudy  watch  the  buflnefs  now 
before  this  Houfe. 

Does  not  know  the  prices  of  horfe  and  tick-beans ; 
nor,  that  when  horfc-beans  fell  from  21s.  to  2as.  6d. 
tick-beans  are  from  19s.  to  a  is.  Knows  that  tick- 
beans,  at  Icaft  the  beans  laid  on  the  table,  have  never  p.  252. 
been  bought  here  for  Icfs  than  34s.  per  quarter  in  the 
laft  five  years ;  have  been  at  48s.  and  bought  by 
his  houfe  at  52s.  in  that  time;  he  would  be  under- 
ftood  to  fpeak  to  the  price  of  thefe  beans  in  the  rtate 
in  which  they  are  put  on  board.  What  price  they 
may  be  fold  at  before  they  are  kiln-dried,  fplic,  and 
flicUed,  he  does  not  know. 

imagines,  that  a  Weft  India  iliip  of  200  tons 
ufuail/  employs  14  feamen.  The  number  for  a 
flave  fl'.lpof  the  fame  bunhen  muft  depend  greatly  on 
the  part  of  Atrica  fhe  is  bound  to.  To  the  river 
Cameroon  he  thinks  30. 

Docs  not  think  I'uch  a  velTel  on  her  return  from 
the  Wefl:  Indies  to  London  could  be  coveniently 
navigated  by  14,  out  or  luch  a  crew  as  an  African 
ihip  carries. 

K  2  SucU 
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1789.       Such  a  vcffcl  when  light,  might  be  fafely  nav!- 
»--v-«-i  gated  by  eight  or  len  able  feamen,  and  four  or  five 
landmen,  or  Icfs. 

p.  253.  Their  houfe  had  a  fiiip  which  went  from  England 
to  lie  fomc  time  at  Anamaboe,  to  buy  flaves ;  fome 
part  of  which  were  difpofed  of  in  two  or  three  other 
vefi'tls.  She  lay  there  15  or  16  months;  had,  when 
flic  went  out,  a  crew  of  35  or  36,  of  which  has  been 
told  by  her  commander  ihe  loll  four  only. 

Has  known  crews  of  flavc  Ihips  cut  off  while  the 
veflels  lay  in  rivers  by  the  natives,  and  at  fea  by 
the  flaves. 

Believes  in  well  regulated  fliips  the  (laves  are  gene- 

p.  254.  rally  fatisficd ;  but  there  are  nations  whofc  priefts 
induce  them  to  make  thofe  attempts,  in  expeding  to 
get  the  fliip  to  fome  Ihore,  where  they  may  form  a 
■  community  of  their  own.  Other  nations  have  an 
idea,  that  the  whites  buy  them  to  kill  and  eat  them. 
They  are  fometimcs  a  good  while  on  board  before 
they  are  quite  reconciled.  Slaves  fold  for  crimes 
from  near  the  Ihore,  are  for  a  time  difcontented  at 
reparation  from  their  friends  and  families ;  particu^ 
larly  while  they  lie  near  the  ftiore,  and  fometimes 
attempt  to  cut  oft"  the  lliip's  crew,  and  by  chance 
fucceed. 

Is  himfelf  no%v  concerned  in  the  flave-trade. 
Very  few  fhips  have  been  run  away  with  by  the 

p.  255,  flaves,  and  thole  only  from  Gambia,  and  its  vi- 
cinity, they  having  deftroyed  the  whites  except  one 
or  two,  kept  to  navigate  the  ftiip  to  the  nearcft  land. 
Thinks,  he  recolltdts  one  inftance  of  their  having 
got  back  to  their  coaft  j  and  another,  of  a  fhip  being 
met  with  at  fea,  and  taken  polfellion  of. 

A  part  of  the  men  (laves  only  are  fettered  on 
board.  Out  of  500  from  the  Gold  Coalt  120  or 
1:5  may  be  women  and  girls  ;  of  the  maks,  at  katl 
ICO  or  125  are  from  the  age  of  15  downwards  1  and 
are  never  put  in  irons;  and  of  the  rcit,  a  certain  pro- 
portion, liom  the  molt  interiour  parts  of  Africa,  who 
are  qu.tt,  are  ntver  put  in  irons  ;  fo  that  of  500,  he 
''      '      '  cltimates, 
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ellimates,  not  above  aoo,  230,  or  250,  would  bein  1789. 
fetters  at  oncCi  and  in  the  Utter  part  otthe  paflage,  <— v— .» 
not  near  fo  many.  They  are  generally  chained  two 
and  two  together,  the  right  leg  of  the  one  to  the 
left  leg  of  the  other.  Some  of  the  inoft  refolute  arc 
chained  by  the  hand  alfo;  the  bolt  of  the  fetters  is 
about  14  or  15  inches  long;  the  fpace  between  the 
two  (hackles  about  fix;  but  they  vary  in  proportion 
to  the  ftrength  and  fize  of  the  men.  The  weight 
of  the  leg  fetters  (hackle  and  bolt  may  be  from  2  to 
J  lb.      Are  fettered  thus  night  and  day. 

The  largefl:  proportion  he  ever  had  on  board  wa»P.  ie6. 
rather  better  than  two  flaves  to  a  ton,  who  certainly 
had  room  to  lie  on  their  backs. 

On  Gold  Coaft  he,  and  he  believes  others,  laid  in 
from  45  to  50  gallons  for  every  white  and  black  on 
board.  From  the  river  Cameroon  rather  more,  the 
paflage  from  thence  rather  the  longed  and  more  un- 
certain. The  ufual  paflage  is  from  feven  to  nins 
■weeks,  and  the  calculation  Is  made  for  90  d.iys,  at 
half  a  gallon  per  day.  Provifioiis  allb  for  90  days  j 
and  for  fome  time  after  the  (liip  fails,  care  is  taken 
not  far  to  exceed  that  allowance  ;  but,  when  they 
get  Into  the  S.  E.  trade-winds,  when  they  can  cal- 
culate pretty  nearly  the  reft  of  the  pLifTage,  they  have 
generally  as  much  wa:cr  and  provifions  as  they 
choofe. 

In  fome  (lave  (hips  from  London,  a  ftill-head  and 
worm  is  iixed  to  the  (lave's  boiler  to  procure  more 
water.  Wjun  he  mentions  the  cftimate  of  half  a 
gallon  of  water,  that  ufed  for  boiling,  &c.  was  in-^ 
eluded. 


Witnefs  examined — Alexander  ANDERS0N,'Efq. 

Is  a  merchanf  in  parlncrlliip  with  his  brother,  four  P.  258. 
or  five  years  proprietors  ot  iSAnce  Id.ind,  in  S.  I^onc. 
They   have  in  that  time,  faipped  feveral  cargoes  of 

(lavci 
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1789.  flavcs  for  the  Weft  Indies  and  S.  Carolina.    Theavc* 

«*-ir*'  rage  mortality  from  failing  to  arrival  at  the  port  of 

delivery,  has  been  about  if  per  cent,  and  about  li 

per  cent,  more,  between  arrival  and  fale,  a  fpace,  ac 

P-  259.  an  average,  about  ten  days. 

They  put  on  board,  for  the  negroes,  provifiona 
conlidered  fufficient,  with  the  addition  of  rice,  which 
the  captains  might  get  on  the  coaft.  Wine  was  alfo 
fupplied  for  the  lick  (laves,  and  plenty  of  medicine. 

They  have  attempted  to  buy  ivory  and  camwood, 
the  only  produce  in  that  part  fit  for  a  European 
market ;  and,  to  encourage  their  agent  to  procure 
theie  articles,  have  allowed  him  a  commiflion  about 
three  to  one  more  than  for  buying  (laves  j  yet  not 
more  than  izo  tons  of  camwood  in  a  year,  and  about 
.three  or  four  tons  of  ivory  has  been  obtained. 

A  ftatement  from  the  books,  bills  of  lading,  and 
letters  of  the  houfe,  of  the  averse  mortality  of  the 
flaves,  was  delivered  in  at  the  tabic,  and  read  ;  and 
is  inferied  p.  260  of  the  Minutes  at  large.  By  that 
ftatemcnt  it  appears,  that  of  1318  flaves  ihipped,  not 
one  three-fourths  per  cent,  died  on  the  palTage,  and, 
not  one  i-fourth  per  cent  died  between  arrivals  and 
fairs;  in  all  not  three  per  cent,  died. 
P.  261.  1  he  houfe  keeps  confidcrable  rtores  on  the  Ifland, 
and  faftories,  with  goods  on  other  parts  of  the  coa(t. 

They  have  an  agent  and  feveral  clerks  on  the 
ifland  to  buy  flaves,  camwood,  and  ivory,  loading 
their  fliips  with  thofe  goodsj  and  when  their  own  (hips 
are  not  on  the  coaft,  chartering  others.  The  peop.e 
on  the  idand  are  altogether  dependant  on  them. 

The  hou(e  had  an  inreriion  of  fettling  a  cotton 
plantation  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  were  difl"uadcd 
Jrom  it  by  their  friends,  who  knew  the  impoflioiiity 
of  making  the  Africans  labour,  oiherwife  is  certain 
from  the  lands  and  flaves  they  had,  ihey  muft  have 
made  a  good  plantation.  Has  heard,  tiiai  Mr,  R. 
Ofwald,  proprietor  of  the  ifland  for  20  or  30  years 
before  they  bought  it,  in  17^5,  had  often  regretted 
that  he  could  not  make  the  people  labour  j  and,  in 
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178J,  he  direftcd  one  of  his  captains  to  offer  a  pre-  1789. 
mjutn  to  the  natives  for  indigo  and  cotton,  and  that  •— v*-* 
the  flaves  refiding  at  Bance  IQand  (Mr.  Ofwald's  or- 
der produced,  fee  p.  283)   might  be  employed  in 
raifing  rice,  but  without  effeft. 

A  letter  produced  concerning  a  fettlement  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  S.  Leone,  of  free  negroes  from  this 
country.  Their  conduft,  and  a  great  mortality  among 
them  (fee  p.  271  to  27S)  Minutes  at  large. 

A  fecond  letter  produced  (Ice  p.  279)  Minutes  at 
large. 

The  three  voyages  by  the  fnow  Mary  in  1785,?.  279, 
1786,    1787,  and  the  two  of  the  (hip  Concord  in 
1787  and  17S8,  referred  to  in  the  ftatement  given  in, 
he  confidered  as  profitable. 

Has  no  other  account  of  voyages  for  flaves,  be- P.  281.* 
fides  thole  delivered  in. 

The   flaves  are  brought  to    the  factories  of  theP.  282. 
houfe,  and  a  valuable  confideration  paid  for  them 
by  their  agent. 

The  flaves  on  Bance  Ifland,  called  Grumettas,  are 
generally  good  fervants,  chough  there  are  fometijnes 
complaints  againfl:  them. 


Witnefs  examined — Captain  Jacob  Loran. 

Has  been  20  years  mafter  in  the  Weft  India  trade.  P.  26ji 
Made  50  voyages  in  that  time,   reckoning  out  and 
home  as  two. 

In  St.  Kilts,  there  is  an  a<5l  againft  leaving  failors 
on  fliore.  The  mafter,  with  one  fccurity,  enters  into 
a  bond  of  j^ 2000  currency,  that  he  will  carry  off  the 
failors  he  brought  with  him.  This  law  extends  to 
fljips  coming  from  other  places,  as  well  as  Great 
Britain.  Yet  he  could  not  prevent  his  faitors  from 
defcrting  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Has  been  often  obli- 
ged to  hire  others  to  bring  his  Ihip  home.  Did  notP.  a6v 
know  from  what  veOels  they  came.     Some  from 

merchantmen,  j 
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1789.  merchantmen,  fomc  from  Guincamen.  Has  had 
«— v^  four,  five,  or  fix  from  Guincamen  at  a  time.  The 
failors  in  the  African  trade  look  on  the  Weft  Indies 
as  a  fecond  port  of  delivery,  where  many  of  them  in- 
lift  on  their  difchargc.  They  go  into  Weft  India 
fliips  which  want  hands,  where  they  generally  get 
more  for  the  run  home,  than  ihey  would  get  by  their 
months  wages  in  the  (hip,  African  or  other,  they 
were  in.  Greater  wages  for  the  run  home,  is  moft 
certainly  the  teafijin,  why  failors  belonging  to  African 
ihips,  wifh  to  go  into  Weft  India  ftiips. 

Has  known,  in  war,  from  25  to  30  guineas,  and  as 
many  gallons  of  rum,  per  man,  given  for  the  run 
home.     In  peace,  from  7  to  10  guineas,  according 

P.  265.  to  circumftanccs  i  and  generally  ihcy  agrtre  for  a  gal- 
lon of  rum  for  every  guinea.  In  1775,  at  Dominica, 
in  the  fhip  Amherft,  h<f  engaged  four  by  the  run,  and 
gave  8  guineas  and  8  gallons  of  rum ;  but  though 
he  ftill  commands  a  fliip,  he  tnows  of  no  fuch  thing 
in  tlic  prcfent  peace.  That  in  every  trade  ha  has 
been  in,  feamen  arc  engaged  for  the  voyage  out  and 
home;  but,  upon  getting  to  the  Weft  Indies,  they 
generally  go  on  fliore,  get  drunk,  and  the  firft  cap- 
tain who  wants  men,  if  he  advance  them  a  little 
money  to  pay  their  debt,  will  gee  them  to  go  by  the 

P.  266,  run.  Thofe  in  the  Weft  India  trade  arc  not  paid 
half  wages  there,  nor  are  entitled  to  any,  until  a 
month  after  their  return  to  the  Thamt-s.  Seamen 
defcrt  in  the  Weft  Indies,  both  from  African  and 
Weft  India  ihips ;  can  make  no  diftinftion.  Has 
known  the  fccurity,  in  fuch  a  bond  as  he  has  men- 
tioned, threatened  j  and  has  feen  a  fccurity  pav  for 
a  maftcr  £40  for  a  man  left.  Seamen  defcrting  from 
Weft  India  ftiips,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  by  the  articles 
they  fign,  forfeit  all  their  wages 

Seamen  happened  to  be  fcarce  when  he  was  at 
Dominica,  and  ftiipped  thofe  people,  though  it  was 
not  wholly  owing  to  that,  that  he  paid  fo  much; 
for  when  he  fees  a  good  hearty  fellow  that  he  can 
uuft  in  a  gale  of  wind,  he  always  gives  him  a  guinea 
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or  two  more,  than  to  a  man  he  could  not  truft.  Be-  1789. 
llevcs  one  or  two  of  his  failors  came  out  of  a  Guinea  ^— ir-»^ 
fliip.    Has  employed  men  out  of  the  King's  fliips.  *  •  267. 

Never  fold  fpirits,  tobacco,  or  cloths  to  the  feameit 
in  his  life. 

Sailors  often  leave  their  fiiips  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
Knew  an  inftance  about  four  months  ago,  where  all 
the  Tailors  but  one  deferted ;  not  know  the  caufe. 
Was  never  profecuted  on  his  bond  for  failors  left 
behind,  but  has  an  account  of  a  negro  unintentio- 
nally carried  off,  whofc  value,  £98  he  was  afterwards 
obliged  to  pay. 

He  never  knew  the  owner  or  captain  get  a  farih-P.  268. 
ing  by  defcrtion,  though  the  articles  ftipulate  that 
the  wages  fiiall  go  to  them.  When  a  feaman  runs 
away,  he  generally  applies  to  a  lawyer,  and  the  a£t  is 
over-ruled  generally.  What  is  given  to  a  failor  for 
the  run  home,  is  generally  a  good  deal  more  than 
the  amount  of  wages  due  to  him  who  deferts ;  hence 
it  is  a  heavy  charge  upon  the  (hip  to  have  their  men 
run  away.  Does  not  know  what  becomes  of  the 
forfeited  wages. 

Weft  India  fliips  delire  in  general  to  come  homeP.  269. 
ftronger  handed  than  iheygo  out. 

The  crew  of  a  Weft  India  Ihip  have  their  river 
pay,  and  in  general  a  month's  advance,  on  leaving 
Gravefend  ;  and  notes  left  with  fcveral  of  their  wives, 
for  fo  much  a  month  till  the  fliip's  return.  All 
which,  in  general,  amounts  to  more  than  the  wages 
due  to  the  feaman  at  his  defercion  ;  hence  it  is  cer- 
tainly for  the  owner's  intereft,  that  the  fame  people 
who  go  out  in  his  fliip,  (hould  return. 

Ships  of  equal  tonnage,  by  regjfter,  very  much 
differ  in  real  tonnage.  Suppofe  two  ftiips  of  300 
ions  each,  carpenter's  or  regifter  tonnage,  one  nine 
feet  depth  of  hold,  the  other  twelve,  the  latter  would 
certainly  carry  moft. 

Does  not  well  know  the  conftruiftion  of  African  p^  2^0. 
ftiips.    Has  fomctimes  been  on  board  them.    Never 
L  vias 
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;  in  the  trade. 
It,  for  failing, 
for  burthen,  full. 


1789.   was  in  the  trade.     Believes  they  are  in  general  fhari^ 
•--v-^i  built,  for  failing.     The   Weft  India  fliips  are  built 


Witncfs  examined — Captain  John  Man. 
P,  284,     Cagtain  of  the  Grenville  Bay,  Weft  Indiaman; 
Has  been  nearly  20  years  in  the  trade.     About  16 
years  to  Grenada,  and  4  to  Jamaica, 

Is  not,  nor  ever  was,  at  all  concerned  in  the  Afri- 
can trade. 

It  is  the  law  or  pradice,  in  Grenada  and  Jamaica, 
to  compel  the  captains  of  Weft  India  ftiips,  to  carry 
back'all  the  Tailors  they  carried  out. 

It  is  in  general  very  mucH  an  objcift  to  the  failors, 
to  get  difcharged  from  their  fliips  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, that  they  may  gee  home  by  the  run. 

Has  always  underftood,  but   not  from  his  own 
knowledge,  that  the  Welt  Indies  was  conlidered  as 
P.  zBc.thefecond  port  of  delivtry  in  the  African  trade. 

It  is  common  for  failors  to  demand  their  difcharge 
at  the  fecond  port  of  delivery. 

In  w.ir,  the  pay  they  get  for  the  run  home,  is 
more  than  their  wages  would  have  been,  had  they 
continued  with  the  Ihip  they  came  out  inj  but  in 
peace  it  feldom  is  fo  much. 

Has  known  them  paid  for  the  run  home,  in  war, 
from  10  to  18  guineas,  and  fomL-timcs  from  25  to 
30  guineas ;  and  generally  a  gallon  of  rum  for  every 
guinea. 

Has  ftiipped  failors  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which  have 
dcfired,  ajjainft  the  malkr's  with,  to  be  difcharged 
from  African  Ihips. 

When  the  lliip  is  entered  at  the  Cuftom  Houfe, 
Grenada,  the  ni.ifti.T  miillenier  his  mufter-roll,  and 
P.  2S6.v.ith  a  furcty,  fign  a  bond,  each  a  jC'OOO  penalty, 
tliat  a  fir.^le  man  AkiII  not  be  difcharged.  Yet  fai- 
I'jrs  very  often  get  away  in  war;  the  temptation  of 
going  by  the  run  in  the  Weft  Indies,  may  make 
them  deiert ;  but  believes  this  has  little  or  no  c&cft 
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1789.  was  in  the  trade.    Believes  they  are  in  general  Iharrf 
*— v***  built,  for  failing.    The  Weft  India  (hips  are  buifc 
for  burthen,  full. 


"Witncfs  examined — Captain  John  Man. 
P.  284,      Cagtain  of  the  Grenville  Bay,  Weft  Indiannan; 
Has  been  nearly  20  years  in  the  trade.     About  16 
years  to  Grenada,  and  4  to  Jamaica. 

Is  not,  nor  ever  was,  at  all  concerned  in  the  Afri- 
can trade. 

Ic  is  the  law  or  praiElice,  in  Grenada  and  Jamaica* 
to  compel  the  captains  of  Weft  India  ihips,  to  carry 
back,  all  the  failors  they  carried  out. 

It  is  in  general  very  mucli  an  objeifl  to  the  failors, 
to  get  difcharged  from  their  (liips  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, that  they  may  gee  home  by  the  run. 

Has   always   undcriluod,   but   not  from   his   own 
knowledge,  that  the  Weft  Indies  was  coafulered  as 
P.  285.thefecond  port  of  delivtry  in  the  African  trade. 

It  is  common  for  failors  to  demand  their  difcharge 
at  the  fecond  port  of  delivery. 

In  WAr,  the  pay  they  get  for  the  run  home,  is 
more  than  their  wages  would  have  been,  havl  they 
continued  with  the  ftiip  tliey  came  out  ini  but  in 
pcice  it  feldom  is  fo  much. 

Hjs  known  them  paid  for  the  run  home,  in  war, 
from  10  to  iS  guineas,  and  fom;.-times  from  25  to 
30  guineas  ;  and  generally  a  gallon  of  rum  for  every 
guinea. 

Has  Ihipped  failors  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which  have 
defued,  againft  the  matter's  wifli,  to  be  difchargcd 
from  African  ftiips. 

When  the  thip  is  entered  at  the  Cuftom  Houfe, 
Grenada,  the  inaftir  m'.i;t  enter  his  muUer-roll,  and 
P.  2S6.wi[h  a  ftiffty,  ilgn  a  bond,  each  a  ^fiooo  penalty, 
th.ir  afin^ic'maii'niali  not  be  difcharged.  Yet  fai- 
li)rs  very  often  get  awav  in  war;  the  temptation  of 
going  by  the  run  in  the  Weft  Indies,  may  make 
them  defert ;  but  believes  this  has  little  or  no  cft'cd 
in  ft:acc. 
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SLAVE-TRADE,  1790. 


Witnefs  Examined— James  Frazer, 

Has  been  20  years  in  the  African  flare  trade- 
went  out  firft  as  fecond  mate,  afterwards  as  chief 
mate,  till  lyji,  when  he  became  commander. 

Has  made  (from  Briftol)  4  voyages  to  the  coaft  of 
Angola,  I  to  New  Calabar,  5  to  Botmy,  i  to  the 
windward  and  gold  coaft— a  part  of  a  voyage  to  the 
windward  coall,  where  he  was  capcused — anodier 
voyage  to  the  windward  coaft,  dipvc  from  thence  by 
a  man  of  war — went  to  Angola,  where,  having  pwr 
chafed  half  her  cat^,  returned  and  completed  it 
upon  the  windward  coafl. 

In  his  firft  and  fecond  voyages  as  mafter,  to  An- 
gola, he  relided  on  fliore  on  Meiunba  hill — 3  months 
ue  firlt,  and  in  the  fecond  voy^e  7  mondis. 

The  government  is  monarchical  at  Melimba,  Ca- 
benda,  Loango,  and  at  different  other  places  he  has 
heard  each  <£  which  are  governed  by  diilinft  mo- 
narchft—whofe  authority,  howeva*,  is  frequendy  op- 
pofed  by  the  principal  officers. 

Numb.  2.  A  Thefe 


Part  H. 
P.  4. 


2  Afkica.  Frazbr. 

1790.  Thdc  officers  have  the  power  of  life  and  death— 
Part  11,^1^  punifh  fometimes  by  mutilation,  but  com- 
v—y— .'  monly  adjudge  the  cotivift  to  be  fold.  (P.  6.) 
When  fentencc  is  pafled,  the  perfon  in  whofe  fa- 
vour it  is  given  is  geneially  obliged  to  put  it  in  exe- 
cution ;  and  when  he  cannot,  he  has  often  no  other 
redrcfs.  In  fome  cafes  the  convift  is  fined — the  fine 
going  to  the  judge. 

Vaffals  flying  from  one  dlftrift,  to  put  themfcives 
under  the  proteftion  of  a  ma{1er  in  another,  often 
uccafion  petty  wars — private  feuds  between  particu- 
lar families,  continued  from  father  to  fon,  are  ano- 
ther fource  of  war.  Many  other  caufcs  provoke  war 
between  the  principal  men  of  the  country,  which  the 
king  has  not  power  always  to  controul. 

The  number  of  freemen  in  the  country  is  propor- 
tionally fmall— many  find  it  unfafe  to  be  free — and 
for  proteflion,  become  voluntary  vaffals,  or  flaves,  to 
a  great  man. 

There  are  a  certain  defcriptlon  of  ilaves,  who,  by 
the  laws  of  the  country,  cannot  be  fent  out  of  it ; 
but  may  be  transferred  from  one  mafter  to  another, 
within  die  country. 
P.  6.  The  crimes  cognizable  by  thcfe  judges  are; — 
Blood  drawn  in  any  quarrel — abufe  of  men  in  power^ 
by  curfing  in  a  mode  peculiarly  ofFcnfive  in  that 
couatry— adultery — poiConing  and  witchcraft;  in  the 
latter  cafe,  after  a  fummary  examination — the  ac- 
cufed  fometimes  farther  tried  by  ordeai,  taking  pills 
and  a  drink,  adminiflercd  by  the  Feticke  doaor — 
The  doctor,  it  isfuppofed,  according  as  he  is  paid,  fo 
compofing  thofe  pills,  as  to  have  a  favourable  or 
xiniavourable  effcd — if  the  accufed  is  found  guilty, 
the  magiftrate  pronounces  fenreace— to  be  fold,  or  put 
to  death,  if  the  convifl:  is  of  the  lower  or  middling 
rank ;  and  a  heavy  fine  upon  fuch  as  they  cannot 
compel  to  undergo  the  trial  perfonally,  but  who  do  it 
by  deputy,  and  who  are  too  powerful  to  he  reduced 
(o  flavery.    Having  acquired  thdr  language  in  a 

great 
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great   meafure,  he  has  fometimes  attended  one  of  1790. 
thcfc  trials  for  1 2  hours.  Part  IL 

The  families  of  the  perfons  fold  become  the  flaves  i— «„— .^ 
of  the  accufer.     The  fines  are  paid,  either  in  flaves,  a  P.  7. 
common  medium  of  payment  in  purchafes  of  large 
value,  or  in  goods,  or  in  the  proper  money  of  the 
country  (wiiith  is  a  grafs  cloth). 

Has  underflood,  tliat  debts  of  long  ftanding  have,  P.  8. 
by  order  of  the  mugidraic.  been  adjudged  to  be  paid 
feven  fold,  agrccaUlt;  to  t  itilom. 

Debtors  unable  to  pay  are  liable  firft  to  have  their 
flavcs  feized — ilien  iheir  children — their  women  next 
— and  latlly  tlicmfclves,  if  the  debt  ftill  remains  un- 
fatisfied. 

Cannot  fpeak  to  his  own  knowledge  of  any  human 
facrifices  in  this  part  of  Africa. 

The  natiodal  produtftions  of  Angola  are,  caflada, 
calavances,  plantanes,  bananas,  a  few  yams,  a  few 
fweet  potatoes,  pumpkins,  water  melons,  Indian 
corn,  tobacco,  and,  thougU  he  never  faw  any,  there 
muft  be  fome  cotton,  as  they  make  a  fort  of  cloths 
like  what  are  made  in  the  Portuguefe  iHands,  but  of 
no  value  in  trade — having  been  long  abfent  from  that 
country,  cannot  particularize  any  other  articles. 

A  litde  tob-icco  is  produced  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Ambris  (after  being  fertilized  by  the  inundation 
in  the  rainy  fcafons)  with  very  little  labour. 

Has  heard  of  partial  famines  in  that  country,  and 
felt  the  effeds  of  them  fometimes — in  not-being  able 
to  purchafe  fiifficient  country  provifions  for  the  Haves 
— ihefe  may  be  occafioned  by  a  failure  in  the  rainy  p,  g, 
feafons,  but  oftener  by  the  indolence  of  the  natives ; 
and,  perhaps,  by  the  impoffibility  of  preventing  their 
crops  from  being  ftolen.  The  people  are  profefled 
thieves. 

Every  article  of  cultivation  in  that  country  has  been 
by  the  women. 

Europeans,  trading  on  the  cooft  of  Angola  for 

ilavcs,  have  faflories  on  ihore  at  Melimba,  Cabenda, 

and  Loango — to  which  the  people  from  the  interior 

A  2  puit 
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i^j^.   parts  bring  down  flaves,  a  journey  of  ene,  tvp,  and 
Part  n.  fomedmes  three  monthai— diofe  they  barter  for  goods, 
>iy  .-I  and  fometimes  return  with  &elh  flaves  in  a  month  or 
fix  weeks. 

Thofe  brought  for  fale  to  thofe  faAories  are  com- 
monly of  three  nations — the  Majumbas,  fuppofed  to 
come  &om  a  trad  of  land  fituated  from  the  equi- 
noxial  line,  to thelatitude  of  3  or  4  degrees  fouth 
—the  Congoes,  from  the  kingdom  of  Congo,  fup- 
poTed  to  extend  from  5{  to  7  d^rees  fouth— the 
Madungoes,  from  the  interior  part  of  the  country, 
and  are  a  long  time  in  coming  down  to  the  coaft ; 
they  are  fuppofcd  to  be  Canibals,  and,  when  the 

3udtion  has  been  put  to  them,  if  they  eat  one  ano- 
icr  in  their  country,  they  owned  it,  faying  it  was  the 
fwcctcft  flelh  they  knew— Of  the  the  Madungocs,  few 
are  brought  for  fale. 

'  As  to  the  Congoes  and  Majumbas,  he  generally  . 
underflood  that  the  black  traders  bought  them  in  the 
country ;  and  fomctimcs'they  were  brought  down  for 
P.  10.  fale  by  the  original  proprietors.  The  number  from 
thofe  two  countries  are  nearly  equal,  with  this  dif- 
ference, that  when  a  war  fublifts  in  cither  countryj 
there  are  feldom  any  flaves  brought  from  the  country 
at  war.  Either  from  the  attention  of  the  natives  be- 
ing by  that  means  diverted  from  every  other  objedt, 
or  that  the  merchants  find  it  dangerous  to  travel 
through  the  country  at  the  time,  war  is  carried  on  by 
ambuffi  and  furpiife,  rather  than  by  pitched  batde 
P>  11*   in  the  open  field. 

The  captives  dius  made,  ^e  fold,  and  he  has  had 
their  friends  come  and  redeem  fuch  as  he  had  bought 
Ibme  Veeks  after.  Numbers  of  flaves  are  obtained 
in  this  way,  though  but  few  fold  to  him ;  and  the 
proportion  of  fucn  fold  to  Europeans,  fmall  upon  the 
whole,  compared  to  what  there  may  be,  upon  fome 
other  parts  of  the  coaft. 

'  Thinks  the  greater  part  fold  at  Angola,  were  bom 
flares,  becaufe  they  appear  generally  cheerful  and. 
contented,  and  feldom  ezprefs  any  rcfentment  againft 

thofe 
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diofe  whp  fold  them.  Some  Congo  princes  fold  him  1790. 
fome  of  their  own  flaves — and  one  of  them  in  parti-  Part  IL 
cular  fold  bim  one  of  his  wives  (p.  10.)— People  of  «^-v— ' 
Angola  have  as  many  wives  as  they  can  afford.^ 
There  may  be  a  greater  proportion  of  convids  among  p 
the  flaves  fold  there  than  can  poffibly  be  known,  as  •  ^^'  ■ 
they  all  fay  they  were  honeft,  and  knew  not  for  what 
they  were  fold.  Does  not  know  of  any  ilaves  ob- 
t^ed  by  Europeans,  by  force  or  fraud.  He  has 
been  appUed  to  by  fome  principal  men  of  the  coun- 
try to  amfl  in  feizing  as  a  Have,  a  perfon  who,  they 
faid,  was  condemned  for  crimes,  and  had  armed 
himfelf  in  defence — but  he  had  always  rcfufed.  Be- 
lieves (though  he  has  not  known  any)  that  cafes  have 
happened  amon^'the  natives  of  kidnapping  each  other 
— the  offender,  m  fuch  cafe,  if  difcovered,  would  be 
feverely  puniQied,  as  well  by  the  friends  of  the  pcuon 
ftolen,  as  by  the  fovereign  of  the  country,  (p.  9.) 
The  black  traders  come  to  the  forts  attended  by  fome 
of  the  people  on  the  coaft  as  brokers.  They  examine 
minutely  the  goods  that  are  offered  them,  and  if  fatis- 
fied  widi  the  quantity  and  quality,  the  bai^n  is 
completed.  In  cafes  where  the  affortment  of  goods 
has  not  pleafed  them,  or  where  the  flaves  have  been 
rcfufed  by  the  Europeans — has  known  them  fell  a  few  p,  i  a, 
to  the  people  on  the  coaft,  at  very  low  prices,  and 
carry  the  reft  back — has  feen  them  fometimes  beat  and 
threaten  the  refufe  flaves,  who  appeared  always  anxious 
to  be  fold  with  the  reft.  Thofe  of  them  who  were 
young  did  Qot  feem  to  be  under  the  fame  apprehen- 
fioos  as  the  old ;  from  whence  he  concluded  the  latter 
to  be  criminals,  under  fear  of  fome  fort  of  punifhment. 
Ships  ulijally  give  long  notice  on  the  coafl  of  their 
intention  to  fad — the  notice  given,  is  looking  the  fore- 
tops  fail  at  fun  rifing,  and  Bring  a  gun.-— Suppofes 
this  notice  is  underftood  even  by  the  fkvcs  on  board, 
as  well  as  by  the  natives — the  flaves  appear  gene- 
rally impatient  to  leave  the  coafL — ^The  hour  of  fail- 
ing, is  indi^rendy  in  the  day  or  night,  as  the  wind 
fcrves.' 

Thinks 
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1700.  Thinks  there  is  a  trade  in  flavcs  carried  on  bc- 
P^jj  jj^twecn  Angola  and  the  eaftcrn  parts  of  Africa. 
»  ^,  -*  Confidcrs  the  pradice  of  taking  Pawns  as  a  very 
p.  14.  bad  one— it  ptcvails  at  Angola,  the  windward  coaft, 
and  believes  at  other  places — but  feldom  at  Bonny. 
People  will  pawn  their  flaves,  chiltlren,  or  other  rela- 
tions, to  procure  goods — fome  of  the  great  men,  will, 
perhaps,  in  a  fit  of  paffion,  order  fome  of  their  friends 
to  be  fold — thofe  who  are  obliged  to  put  this  order  in 
P.  15.  execution,  will  fomeiimes  deliver  the  peribn  as  a 
pawn,  taking  his  value  in  return — putting  it  thus 
in  the  power  of  the  maftcr  to  redeem  the  pawn. 
Captains  of  Ihips  are  fomecimes  detained  2  or  3  days 
after  they  are  ready  to  fail,  waiting  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  pawns  left  with  them — which,  when  the 
friends  are  unable  to  do,  they  will  borrow  flavcs  for 
that  purpofc  from  another  veffel  that  is  to  remain  a 
longer  time  upon  the  coaft,  and  pawn  them  anew — 
has  known  epidemical  diftempcrs  conveyed  by  this 
means  from  (hip  to  fhip,  to  the  deftruftion  of  many 
flaves.  Pawns  are  always  confidercd  as  flaves  until 
redeemed,  and  when  their  friends  refufe  or  are  unable 
to  redeem  them,  they  are  carried  off  and  fold — has 
fometimes  been  dcfired  by  pawrs  to  carry  them 
away,  rather  than  they  ihould  be  fhifted  from-  fliip  to 
ftiip  upon  the  coafl:. 
p.  16.  Ufed  to  be  dayly  on  fhore  for  z  or  3  months  at  a 
time,  in  each  of  his  5  voyages  to  Bonny,  has  ac- 
quired a  genenil  knowledge  of  the  government  of 
the  country— has  heard  there  are  17  towns  dependent 
on  Bonny,  fome  of  which  he  knows — ihere  are  at 
Bonny  a  certain  number  of  people  who  are  fuppofcd 
to  have  an  equal  right  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  go- 
Ycrnment.  —  As  it  derives  its  confequcnce  from  com- 
merce, matters  of  (hips  have  upon  the  death  of  a 
king,  a  great  influence  in  appointing  his  fucceflbr. 
P-  17-  There  are  9  parliament  men,  who  with  the  king 
and  a  number  of  principal  i>eople  of  the  towns  make 
laws  for  the  time — but  at  prefent  the  king,  influ- 
enced by  the  priefts,  directs  every  thing.  The  greater 

part 


jauX  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bonny  are  Haves — but  as    1790. 
the  fiifety  of  the  town  depends  upon  the  exertions  of  pan  IL 
the  whole — many  of  the  flaves  fcarce  know  them-  ^  'y^ 
feivcs  fuch,  until  by  committing  fome  offences  they 
fubjedl:  thcmfelres  to  punidiment — or  to  be  fold. 

A  certain  number  of  the  inhabitants  are  univer- 
fally  acknowledged  to  be  free— there  are  alfo  a  num- 
ber of  flavcs,  who  themfelvcs  poflcTs  40,  50,  or 
more  flaves,  and  are  allowed  by  their  mafters  to 
carry  on  trade  as  freemen.  S!a%-es  piirchafed  froni 
the  interior  part  of  the  countrj'  may  be  fold  at  the 
will  of  their  mafter — but  thofe  bom  in  the  town  can- 
not be  fold  out  of  it,  but  unlefs  found  guilty  of  cer- 
tain crimes.  It  is  generally  luppofed  the  mafter. 
From  his  own  intereft,  will  not  falfely  accufe  his 
Haves. 

Freemen  charged  with  crimes,  are  brought  before  p,  ig. 
a  tiibunal  of  freemen,  parliament  men,  and  priefls; 
if  convicted)  he  undergoes  punithment,  which  is  ge- 
nerally arbitrary;  cannot  fpeak  particularly  to  tbe 
crimes  thus  tried;  fome  of  them  are,  paifoning, 
formerly  much  praftifcd  at  Bonny,  but  rarely  now  ; 
a  freeman  convifted  of  this  was  to  be  put  to  death, 
and  buried  under  ground — a  flave  thrown  alive  to 
the  flurks' — adultery  and  witchcraft  are  a'.fo  tried 
l«fore  this  tribunal— knows  not  if  theft  is  —  believes 
it  is  puniflied,  in  a  freeman,  by  fine — in  a  flave,  at 
the  will  of  his  mafter.  For  (bme  crimes  the  convi^ 
is  adjudged  to  be  fsld ;  but  not  out  of  the  countrj', 
except  in  particular  cafes. 

Slaves  at  Bonny  generally  procured  by  people  that- 
live  in  the  Up  Country.  If  there  are  wars,  they  go 
in  their  war  canoes  to  the  places  in  the  Up  Country 
where  the  fairs  are  held.  The  old  or  unfaleable 
are  fent  back  by  the  Bonny  canoes,  together  with  the 
goods  received  for  fuch  as  had  been  fold. 

Has  known  no  inftances  of  white  traders  poflcfs- 

ing  thcmfelves  of  Slaves  by  fraud  cr  forcj;  detcflion 

in  fuch  an  attempt  would  be  attended  perhaps  wiih ' 

deftruftion,  if  not  with  a   heavy  fine— ihe  blick 

I  traders 
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■  1 790.  traders  do  fometimes  arreft  men  for  debts  rekl  or  pre- 
Part  II.  tended,  and  obtain  a  judgment  allowing  them  to  fell 
^-v— '  fuc^i  perfons  for  (laves. 

At  Bonny  there  are  generally  two  prices  current  for 
flaves — the  (hips  preparing  to  fail  paying  higher  than 
ihofe  newly  arrived.  The  price  is  fettled  by  the  king, 
the  factors,  and  a  captain  — jWben  the  king  breaks, 
or  opens  trade  with  the  fhip,  the  affortmcnt  of  the 
cargo  is  fufliciently  known  to  all  the  traders— the 
captain  ufually  goes  on  (hore  to  view  the  Haves  in  the 
traders'  houfes— at  night — if  any  then  taken  on 
board  are  found  faulty,  they  are  returned  early  next 
morning.  The  trader  comes  on  board  when  he  thinks 
proper,  for  payment — and  then,  not  before,  Ke  and 
his  people  examine  the  goods  very  minutely. 

Never  knew  an  inftance  of  (hips  leaving  the  river 
Bonny,  without  giving  previous  notice,  although  not 
necelTary  there. 
P.  at.  There  are  many  circumftances  by  which  all  the 
people  in  Bonny  are  fufHcientty  warned  of  the  (hips 
Being  ready  to  depart. 

The  mode  of  cartring  on  trade  at  Calabar,  does 
n(K  differ  elTentially  from  that  at  Bonny. 
P.  22.  The  government  there  is  fimilar  to  that  of  Bonnjr  ' 
— the  t«wn  has  been  for  fevcral  years  paft  governed 
by  a  man  whofe  condition  is  that  of  a  (lave  —his  name 
Amachree — he  was  obliged  to  fupport  his  mafter  for 
feveral  years,  though  his  own  wealth  gave  him  power 
over  him,  and  he  often  flogged  htm  when  difplcafed. 
There  is  generally  a  weekly  fair  at  Calabar  for 
flaves — they  can  fell  their  canoe  boys,  which  the  people 
of  Bonny  are  not  permitted  to  do,  even  though  they 
may  have  been  brought  from  the  interior  country, 
as  they  are  deemed  u(3ul  to  the  country  in  general. 

Believes  _  there  are  no  natural  produftions  in  the 
countries  of  Bonny  and  Calabar,  which  might  be- 
come fubjefts  of  exportation — there  is  a  little  ivory— 
and  a  few  cotton  cloths  brought  thither  from  other 

£  laces ;  but  thcfe  are  too  dear,  or  of  too  coaife  a  qua- 
ty — the  kings  at  both  places  are  obliged  to  keep  a' 
certain 


AftiicA.  Frazer.  g 

certain  nomber  (rf  teeth,   2  or  ^  for  each  (hip—    1790. 
ftrnietimes  they  make  that  rcarcity  a  pretence  for  Part  II. 
non  payment — the  cloths  come  from  Benm,  the  Brafs*  v   ^^ 
pan  country,  &c. — a  little  palm  oil  is  alfo  fomctimes 
bought  at  Calabar  and  Bonny — but  feldom  more  than 
is  wanted  for  the  Slaves  provifions. 

Has  beenoften  on  the  windward  coaft — not  in  every  P.  23, 

The  country  in  general  produces  rice,  Guinea 
com,  calTada,  plantains,  bananas,  limes,  pine  apples, 
oranges,  and  fuch  other  fruits  as  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Weft  Indies — has  bought  ivory  at  moft  parts  of 
the  coaft  he  frequented,  and  camwood  at  one  place. 

Ships  accuftomed  to  flave  there  fend  their  l)o:its 
along  fhore  and  up  rivers ;  they  alfo  eftablidi  facto- 
ries on  fliore. 

Knows  moft  part  of  the  coaft  of  Africa  from  Ca;:e  p^  ^ . 
de  Verd  to  Cape  Negro.  The  foundings  are  for  the 
moft  part  very  regular,  and  the  ground  favourable  for 
anchorage.  Refpedting  harbours,  fays  there  are 
fcveral  places  where  he  conceives  Ihips  may  lye  with 
fafiny,  viz.  Gambia  and  Sierra  Leon,  and,  perhnps, 
fome  other  rivers  on  the  windward  coaft.  There  are 
others  at  Bonny  and  Calabar,  and  believes  at  Old  Ca- 
labar. The  current  of  the  Congo  is  fo  rapid  that 
fhips  cannot  at  all  times  get  in.  At  Mount  Negro, 
lat.  10  dcg.  fouth,  there  is  a  very  deep  bay,  open,  he 
thinks,  from  foutH  weft  to  north  weft.  The  anchor- 
age good — a  good  rivulet  of  frcfh  water — the  c6un- 
try,  as  fiir  as  the  eye  can  reach,  an  arid  fand,  defti- 
tnte  of  all  vegetation.  There  is  fome  rifque  from 
the  bars  and  ftioals  at  the  entrance  of  Rivers — but 
believes  that  experienced  perfons  may  at  all  times, 
when  the  wind  permits,  go  into  the  river  Gambia 
and  Sierra  Leon.. 

On  the  windw:4d  coaft,  between  the  ftioals  of  St. 
Anne  and  Cape  Palmar,  and  from  thence  down  to 
ific  Gold  Coaft,  knows  no  place  where,  in  the  rainy 
feafon,  Ihips  boats  c^n  land  with  fafety.  The  affift- 
ance  of  canoes  ,is  at  that  time  neceiTary,  which  are 

Numb.  2.      '  B  a\Co 
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1790.  aJfo  often  overfct  and  th«  goods  deftroyed— it  is 
Pan  I.  much  the  fame  ac  Bormv  in  the  bad  feafon; 'with  this 
t—y— '  difTerenc,  that  the  Tornado  blows  from  the  Ihore  on 
the  windward  coait,  but  towaids  the  Ihore  at  Bonny ; 
there  arc  fome  plac.s  Iheltcred  by  rocks,  where  a 
landing  may  be  cfTeded,  and  boats,  acquainted  with 
the  bars,  can  go  into  the  rivers,  but  no  veflels  that 
draw  much  waer.  The  currents  are  fo  ftrong  and 
the-  fea  To  rough,  that  no  feamen  are  equal  to  the  la- 
bour of  rowing  to  and  from  (hore.  The  fea  beats 
muie  violently  on  the  (hores  than  he  ever  faw  in  any 
oiher  j>art  of  the  world,  at  the  full  and  change  w 
the  moon. 
P.  25.  It  is  feldom  that  a  fufficiency  of  provifions  can  be 
got  any  where  on  the  coaft,  either  for  the  middle 
paffage  or  while  the  fliip  is  trading ;  believes  moft 
Eng'ilh  Qiips  buy  what  country  provifions  they  can 
get,  though  generally  6jrnifhed  from  England  with  a 
luffit:ienc<'  for  the  whole  voyage;  that  intended  for 
the  negroes  confifting  of  beans,  rice,  fome  ftock  fifh, 
flour,  bread,  and  beef. 

The  Haves  whilf  in  the  hands  of  the  black  traders 
for  fale,  are  fed  on  corn  or  plaiuains  j> failing  thefe,  on 
the  root  of  the  caffada. 

The  Haves  who  are  natives  of  the  fea  coaft,  Ihew  a 
relu£taoce  at  leaving  it  and  their  relations,  but  the 
number  of  thofe  is  very  i  neon  fid  erabie. 
P.  16.  With  refpeft  to  the  arrangement  on  board  for  the 
Accommodation  of  the  Haves,  and  their  treatment 
while  lying  on  the  coaft  and  on  the  middle  paflage— 
Says,  on  the  coaft  of  Angola,  they  are  fo  long  in 
purchafing  the  cargo,  that  the  (hip  is  fit  for  fea  Icve- 
ral  days  before  the  purchafe  is  complctpi.  The 
fpace  between  decks  is  ufually  divided  into  3  apart- 
ments— the  fexes  are  feparated,  and  the  boys  have  a 
room  by  themfelves.  The  Angola  flaves  being  very 
peaceable,  are  feldom  confined  in  irons  —  and  they 
are  allowed  to  keep  below  or  upon  deck,  as  they 
pleafe— ir  is  defirable  to  have  them  all  day  upon 
deck,  and  engaged  in  Tome  ezercife— thofe  who 

fleep 
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flcep  in  the  day,  difturb  others  in  the  night,  and  if  per-    i  -jno. 
mined  to  talk  then,  it  adds  confidcianly  to  the  heat  be-  parr  ij. 
low.     PanJcuiar  attention  is  paid  to  keeping  the  Ihips  •    ^    *' 
clean  between  decks,   and  fome  think,  (though  he  is 
not  of  the  number)  that  fi-equent  walhing  the  doors  is 
pernicious,  horn  the  difficulty  of  thoroughly  drying 
them.  p^  ,0. 

So  foon  as  the  flaves  are  brought  up,  a  canvas  hofc, 
or  pipe,  is  fixed  to  the  head  pumps,  and  conveys  the 
water  do-vn  between  decks,  which  are  fcrubbed  ufu- 
ally  with  biicks  and  fand,  then  wa(hed  clean,  and 
fwabbed  as  dry  as  poffible.  Pans  with  ftrong  fires, 
are  placed  in  different  parts,  which  generally  dry  be- 
tween decks  perfcftly  in  nn  hour— but  the  fires  are 
generally  kept  an  hour  or  two  longer — if  the  we:  ther 
and  time  of  day  permit — tobacco,  brimftone,  &c.  are 
frequently  burnt  below  to  fwecten  the  rooms.  Every 
flup  has  gratings,  and  moft  have  air  ports,  others  have 
different  contrivances  to  admit  air.  p 

In  rainy  weather,  though  not  cold,  it  is  thought  *  ' 
unfafe  to  admit  them  upon  deck,  when  they  defirc 
ic  There  are  alio  cold  fogs  and  dews  which  make 
it  neceflary  fometimes  to  keep  them  below ;  but  they 
are  commonly  fo  fenfible  of  cold,  that  no  reftraint  is 
then  necefTary — they  feldom  complain  of  heat  while 
the  air  is  fweet — they  complain  often  of  cold  be- 
tween decks  —  they  will  often  flcep  expofed  to  the 
heat  of  the  fun  —  a  proof  ihey  can  bear  heat  better 
than  Europeans  —  thev  are  accumftomed  in  Africa 
to  have  fire  in  their  huts,  at  once  to  keep  them 
warm,  and  drive  away  the  Muskitocs — they  lye  p.  aj, 
dofe  together,  the  (ace  of  one  to  the  back  of  another 
—  this  is  alfo  a  common  cuftom  among  the  Haves  on 
board  — care  is  likewife  taken  to  keep  them  clean  in 
their  perfons,  bv  wafhing  and  furnifhing  them  with 
palm  oil,  wh'en  it  is  to  be  had.  Particular  care  is 
taken  as  to  their  provifions,  conforming  them  as 
near  as  may  be  to  what  they  had  been  ufed  to  in 
Africa.  Plantains,  bananas,  &c.,  will  not  keep  at 
fta;  bur  in  every  voyage  he  has  made  to  Angou,  oc 
to  any  other  country,  he  had  always  as  much  provi- 
B  2  {votii 
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1790.  fions  as  they  could  eat,  and  fufficient  wine  and(piri- 
Part  H.tuous  liquors  tor  the  ufe  of  the  negroes  and  mip's 
<-Y  '  company  —  when  ailing,  the  fur^con's  orders  were, 
and  he  had  free  leave,  to  give  thtm  any  thing  in  the 
fliip.  As  good  a  (lock  of  frcfh  provifions  were  laid  in 
on  the  coaft  as  could  conveniently  be  kept  on  board. 
It  is  defirable,  and  is  their  own  wilh,  to  make  their 
ineLtls  upOD  deck;  and,  thouj^h  their  food  is  boiled 
to  a  confillcncy  ro  be  eat  without,  a  fpoon  is  given  to 
each,  which,  however,  they  will  feldom  ufe — thejr 
sre  generally  10  in  a  mefs — when  done  eating,  they 
are  allowed  to  drink  as  much  ufually  as  they  chufe 
— they  have  regularly  2  meals  a  day,  and  almoft  al- 
ways a  middle  meal,  of  bread,  and  beef,  pork,  or 
ilock-fifh,  &c. ;  fomctimes  calavances,  of  which 
they  arc  in  general  iond.  This  middle  meal  not  be- 
ing cu)lomary  in  thcit  own  country,  they  confider 
as  an  indulgence.  The  moft  humane  of  the  fliip'j 
comjtany  are  generally  appointed  to  attend  the  flaves 
and  i'ervc  their  proviilons.  The  chief  officers  have 
their  refpeiftive  ftations  to  artcnd  them.  Their  ge- 
P.  28.  neral  cheerful  difpolition  is  encouraged  —  thev  have 
frequent  amufemcnts  ]>.culiar  to  their  country — lit- 
tle games  with  ftones  or  (helis,  dancing,  jumping, 
and  wnftling — they  are  neverthilefs  ;ipt  to  quarrel  ; 
and  it  is  the  charafter  of  an  Ai'rican  to  be  impla- 
cable. 
P.  20.  A  fum  of  money  is  allotted  to  the  furgron,  that 
he  may  fupjdy  himfelf  with  thL-  neccifary  mfdicines 
for  the  voyage  :  it  is  his  duty,  of  which  he  is  often 
reminded,  to  inquire  every  morning  into  the  ftate  of 
health  of  the  Haves.  For  the  fick  fl:ivts  lome  a|iarc-. 
ment  is  allotted  where  they  are  Icail  likely  to  be  mo- 
IcHed.  The  mailer  and  officers  are  inrercllcd  in  the 
health  and  f:ifcty  of  the  flaves.  Should  any  die,  the 
furgeon  loles  his  head  money,  which  is  a  fee  of  a 
ihilling  for  each  flavefold,  paid  out  of  the  |»rncrcds 
of  the  cargo;  and  the  captain  his  commillion  of  fo 
much  per  cent,  upon  the  grolsor  nett  produce  of  the 
cargo,  according  to  agreement  with  his  owner. 
Should 
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Should  ihe  ilavcs  be  brought  to  market  in  a  fickly    i")-^. 
ftate,  the  officen,  ift  and  ad  mates  and  furgeon,  will  Part  H. 
lofe  upon  their  privilege  Haves,  for  which  they  are  ^    y^ 
paid  at  the  average  rate  of  the  cargo.     The  captain 
alfo  had  formerly  privilege  ilaves  and  coail  commif-  P.  30. 
iions ;  but  the  mode  of  paying  him  by  a  commiffion 
on  the  proceeds  of  the  cargo  in  the  Weft  Indies  is 
DOW  moft  general^  and  deemed  the  moA  equitable, 
as  making  the  owner's  and  mafter's  interefts  reci- 
procal. 

The  climate  of  the  coaA  of  Angola  generally 
coofidered  healthy;  but  the  change  of  the  feafoos  P.  31, 
have  a  fimilar  effed  upon  the  conltitution  as  in  this 
country,  and  aifcfts  natives  as  well  as  ftrangers  — 
frequently  "had  fevere  illnefles  himfelf,  but  never  P.  32. 
loft  any  of  his  crew  or  ilaves  there. 

The  weather  to  be  met  with  from  thence  to  the 
Weft  Indies  depends  upon  tlje  feafon  at  leaving  the 
coaft,  but  in  general  the  paflages  from  Angola  are 
fafe  and  fure. 

In  the  ihips  which  he  has  failed  in  from  Angola 
the  mortality  has  been  very  modciatc,  either  among 
the  flaves  or  the  crew. 

Made  two  voyages  as  fecond  and  chief  mate  from 
Angola;  one  in  the  Ainelia  of  Briliol,  the  other  in  P.  33, 
the  Polly,  both  commanded  by  Capt.  Thomas  Dun- 
can. In  the  Polly  (cannot  fpeak  to  her  tonnage) 
they  purchafcd  nearly  500  flaves ;  the  mortality  be- 
lieves was  veiy  Imall ;  average  price  very  high — this 
vovage  concluded  in  i77X. 

Commanded  the  ftiip  Catherine  in  1772  ;  made  z 
voyages  from  Angola  loSuuih  Carolina;  her  tonnage 
about  140  by  rcgifter  ;  purchafed  upwards  ot*  80 
flaves ;  loft  about  8  on  the  coaft  ;  on  the  middle  paf- 
fage,  as  far  as  he  recoJledts,  the  iols  very  moderate ; 
loft  one  feaman  on  the  middle  palTage,  and  a  boy  at 
Cbancllown. 

In    fecond    voyage    purchafed    upwards  of  30a 

flaves;  was  not  permitted  to  fell  them  in  Carolina  ; 

obliged  to  icturn  to  the  Weft  Indies ;  ftiip  in  t  dif- 

a  treflcd 


t4  Africa.  Fsazer. 

1790.  tre0*ed  condition,  nearly  foundered  at  fea;  loft,  if 
Part  II.  he  recollefts  right,  2  or  3  flaves  upon  the  coaft; 
^••y^  *  mortality  at  fea  very   triSing  till  the  (hip  became 
leaky- ;  cannot  fpeak  to  the  e^cad;  number  who  died  ; 
loft  3  or  4  feamen  on  the  coaft  and  middle  palTage. 
P.  34.        Ships  bound  for  B  >nny  and  Calabar  carry  gene- 
rally from  England  beans,   fometimes  rice,    flour, 
bread,  and  beef,  but  never  in  fo  large  quantities  ai 
to  Angola,  ai  the  ftaves  have  commonly  one  or  more 
meals  a  day  of  yams ;  except  in  this  refpeft  they 
are  meOed  exadly  as  on  the  trade  from  Angola  — 
gener»lly  eat  the  btans  and  rice  with  reludance, 
aUays  preferring  yams,   the  ufua)  food  of  their 
country. 

B^iog  more  vicious  than  the  Angola  (laves,  they 
are  kept  under  ftrider  confinement ;  (hew  alfo  more 
reluAjnce  at  leaving  the  coaft ;  of  opinion  thu 
white  men  intend  to  eat  them;  fuppoled  to  art(e 
from  their  bting  ihemfelves  canibals. 

Many  of  them  appear  half  ftdrved  when  brought 
down  for  fale;  likewife  complain  of  want  of  provi- 
fions  and  other  hard  treatment  in  their  own  country  ; 
but  as  officers  arc  not  permitted  to  go  up  the  rivers, 
little  can  be  known  ot  the  inland  country. 
P.  35.  Ships  trading  at  Bonny  generally  rake  in  their  water 
there;  they  can  waicr  at  3  or  4  diiTerent  placci  be- 
fides — at  Calabar  there  are  2  watering  places,  both 
frtquenied. 

Some  veflels  call  at  St.  Thomas's  for  refrefliments ; 
he  never  did. 

Does  not  recollcft  the  mortality  on  board  the 
Alexander,  which  he  commanded  in  a  voyage  from 
Calabar  in  1776,  but  ic  was  very  moderate. 

Thf  mortality  next  year  on  board  the  Valiant, 
commanded  by  him,  was  conliderablc  —  of  about 
500  (Iftvcs.  luft  above  100,  occalioned  by  the  meailes. 

On  board  the  Tartar,  which  he  commanded  in  a 

voyage  from  the  windward  and  gold  coaft,  of  from 

2/0  to  28u  (laves,  the  lofs  did  not  exceed  3 ;  the 

'     crew  60,  of  which  z  that  were  foreigners  died  on  the 
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Slid  coaft»  and  I  drowned  on  the  windward  coaft*  1790* 
e  remaiader  he  believes  he  carried  in  good  health  Pare  II. 
to  Jamaica ;  thinks  the  burthen  of  the  Tartar  was  '— v-^ 
140  to  160  tons  I  in  this  veflel  he  was  taken.  andP-  36* 
loft  all  his  papers,  of  courle  has  no  documents  to 
refer  to  refpe&ing  this  or  former  voyages. 

Commanded  the  Emilia  in  a  voyage  in  1783,  be- 
gun  on  the  windward  coaft ;  drove  from  thence  by  a 

^  French  (hip  of  war;  failed  to  the  river  Ambris,  pur* 
chafed  there  140  to  150  ilaves;  returned  to  the 
windward  coaft  and  completed  his  cargo ;  had  nearly 
in  equal  quantity  he  thinks  of  Angola  and  Wind- 
ward-coaft  flaves ;  mortality  on  the  palTage  very 
fmall ;  reafon  why  he  dots  fpfak   with    certainty, 

I    came  to  town  on  private  bufmefs,  and  not  expecting 

f  to  be  called  upon  to  fpeak  in  this  bufinefs,  brought 
no  papers  with  him ;  was  on  the  coaft  on  this  voyage 
he  thinks  8  or  9  months. 

He  made  4  voyages  in  the  fame  ftiip  from  Bonny : 
m  the  firft,  of  490  flaves,  loft  50,  fold  the  remain- 
der at  Dominica ;  the  mortality  in  part  occafioned 
by  the  fhip  getting  aground  on  the  bar  in  going  out, 

L  which  obligtd  the  air  ports  to  be  fliut ;  this  was  ac- 
knowledged by  the  underwriters,  who,  upon  appli* 
cation,  were  willing  to  pay  a  part  of  the  tols,  but  P.  37. 
there  being  no  precedent  to  go  by,  the  owners  dropt 
their  claim ;  mortality  of  the  crew  on  this  voyage 
inconfiderable ;  they  were  feldom  employed  from 
the  ftiip,  and  Iheltered  there  from  the  rains  and  dews 
by  an  awning  of  mats. 

In  the  zd  voyage  purchafed  420  ftaves;  loft  on 
the  coaft  and  in  the  paftage  to  Jamaica  upwards  of  30 

.  —the  crew  40  to  44,  of  which  he  thinks  loft  4  on 
the  coaft  and  paftage. 

Purchafed  in  the  3d  voyage  upwards  of  400;  loft 
in  the  pafiage  to  Grenada  about  40 — crew  upwards 
of  40,  loft  about  4. 

In  the  4th  voyage  purchafed  about  570;  fent  off 
I  jo  of  thefe  in  a  tender  to  St.  Thomas's ;  of  thcfe 
bis  been  informed  5  died,  and  one  of  the  crew  was 

loft 
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1-790.  loft  by  accident.    He.  carried  the  remainder  of  his 
Part  n.  purchafe  to  St.  Kitt's ;  loft  upwards  of  20  on  the 
^  coaft  and  in  the  pafege ;  loft  near  20  more  while 
lying  in  Baffeterre  road  by  an  epidemical  diforder 
which  then  prevailed  over  all  the  iftand :    of  the 
crew  (44  or  45  in  number)  3  or  4  died,  but  cannot 
fpeak  pofitivcly. 
P.  38.        In  his  laft  voyage  to  Jamaica  the  mortality  on  the 
*'  coaft,  middle  panage,  Kingfton    harbouti  and   on 

ftiore,  previous  to  (ale,  exceeded  100 ;  the  hurri- 
cane came  on  before  the  day  of  lale,  and  drove  moft 
of  theihips  on  ftiore;  the  flaves  fufFered  much  du- 
ring the  bad  weather  ;  there  was  a  fc&rcity  of  water, 
and  a  total  want  of  country  provifions  ;  the  ftock  of 
yams  brought  from  Africa  was  expended  ;  they  were 
'  indifferently  fed,  and  very  badly  lodged  on  ihore, 

the  places  appropriated  for  their  fhelter  being  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  hurricane ;  had  been  advcrtifed  for 
falc  at  two  different  times,  but  no  purchafers  ap- 
peared ;  the  diforder  which  they  are  ufually  fubjra 
to  in  their  own  country,  together  with  the  fever  that 
then  raged  in  King(ten,  broke  out  amongft  them ; 
mortality,  after  the  ftiip's  arrival,  60  to  70,  but  can- 
not fpeak  precifely. 

With  refpcft  to  the  additional  extraordinary  prc- 
cautiotis  taken  with  the  flaves  from  Bonny,  they  (the 
Brafs-pan  men  excepted)  are  fecured  as  the  wind- 
ward and  gold-coaft  flaves  ;  the  full-grown  men  are 
chained  two  and  two  with  leg-irons  anti  handcuffs  i 
when  their  number  is  large,  and  any  of  the  failors 
fick  or  abfent,  or  the  captain  on  Ihore,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  confine  them  below ;  fo  foon  as  the  ftiip  was 
out  of  fight  of  land,  he  ufually  took  off  their  hand- 
cuffs, and  foon  after  their  leg-irons ;  never  had  the 
flaves,  even  from  the  gold  and  windward  coaft,  in 
irons  during  the  middle  paflTage,  except  a  few  who 
were  mutinous. 

On  board  the  fliips  he  commanded  there  was  al- 
ways plenty  of  provifions  and  water,  but  not  always 
the  fol-t  they  liked  bcfl^ 

He 
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'  He  once  arriTcd  in  the  Weft  Indies  rather  fliort  1790. 
vS  pn>vi6ons,  but  neither  the  Haves  nor  (hip's  crew  Part  II. 
were  put  to  fliort  allowance.  *— v^ 

As  to  the  crews  of  Guinea  Ihips,  there  was  a  greater  P>  39- 
proportion  of  landmen  before  the  laft  war  than  fince — 
never  knew  any  exaft  proportion  obfervcd ;  bur,  . 
fince  the  laft  peace,  there  are  many  half  feamen 
that  are  feldom  received  into  aay  other  trade  than  that 
to  Guinea.  In  the  Alexander,  his  crew  of  39  was 
thus  made  up;  10  officers,  6  able  feamen,  about  15 
half  feamen — the  remaining  8  landmen. 

One  voyage  with  the  Catharine  he  had  14  able 
feamen,  both  thefe  in  time  of  peace ;  aboard  the 
Tartar,  during  the  war,  had  1 6  or  1 8  able  feamen. 

It  was  his  wifli  and  orders,  that  the  feamen  fliould 
be  treated  with  tendernefs ;  he  paid  every  ncccflary 
attention  to  the  health  and  lafcty  of  every  individual 
aboard  his  fliip.  The  furgcon  was  conftantly  pro-  "•  4°- 
Tided  with  a  medicine  cheft,  and  had  liberty  to  give 
the  lick  wine,  frefh  provifions,  and  every  rcfrefhmcnt 
on  board — their  refpeftivc  mefs-mates  had  orders 
likewife  to  give  every  neceffary  attendance  and  affif- 
tance. 

Landmen  lefs  fit,  when  grown  up,  to  bear  jhe 
change  of  climate  than  feamen  and  young  lads ;  can- 
not fjy  precifely  whether  young  lads  or  Teamen  fuffer 
moft,  as  too  many  of  the  letter  come  difeafcd  on 
board  the  Guinea  (hips. 

With  refpeft  to  wages,  it  has  been  the  cul^om  at  P-  39- 
Briftol,  to  pay  from  i  to  3  mos.  advance  fterling  be- 
fore failing;  in  the  W,  Indies,  the  wages  for  half  the 
time  that  has  elapfcd  fince  failing  from   Briftol,    is 
paid  in  currency. 

No  pan  of  the  crew  can  be  difcharged  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  but  by  the  authority  of  a  chief  magiftratc, 
who  muft  indemnify  the  mafter  of  the  Ihip,  who  has 
previoudy  given  bond  of  1500I  and  the  fudtor  ano- 
ther for  fame  fum  at  the  Secretary's  office,  that  none 
of  the  crew  fliall  be  left  to  diftrefs  the  country. 

Numb.  2  C  Some 
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1790.  Some  of  the  crew  frequently  apply  ro  attornies  at 
Part  11.  law  to  obtain  their  difcharge  j  and  [he  Vice-Prefident 

i-y./  (jf  rhc  Admiralty,  on  the  requeft,  ulually  ilfues  an 
order  to  the  Captain  to  comply  ;  the  men  fo  dif- 
charged,  arc  often  a  burthen  to  the  country,  con- 
traSiing  (icknefs  from  idlenefs  and  intemperance;  no 
feaman  or  landman  can  be  forced  to  receive  their 
difcharge  before  the  conclufion  of  the  voyage. 

„  Thinks  it  is  neither  for  the  intereft  of  the  owneri, 

4-I'  nor  the  crew,  that  the  Commander  fhould  be  allowed 
to  difcharge  a  man  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  becaufe,  in 
difcharging  one  man,  he  always  conceived  that  every 
other  man  in  the  fhip  had  a  right  to  the  fame  if  he 
defired  it ;  he  underftood  this  to  be  the  cuftom  in 
merchant  ihips,  and  that  failors  gcncrallv  avail  thetn- 
felves  of  it ;  for  which  reafon  if  any  offender,  fea- 
man or  landman,  wifhed  for  his  difcharge,  to  re- 
main in  the  country,  he  firft  made  him  obtain  the 
concurrence  of  the  whole  fhip's  company  in  writing. 
In  his  lafl  voyage  to  Jamaica,  the  failors  became 
very  quarrelfome  among  themfelves,  and  1  difcharged 
from  12  to  14  healthy  people,  upon  condition  that 

P  J.I  '"  '^^'^  ^^^^  ^"^  "°''  '^"PP^'^  °"  board  other  veflels 
he  would  take  them  again,  changing  their  names,  a 
cuilom  very  common  among  Tailors. 

Has  not  generally  difcharged  any  of  his  crc-w  in 
other  voyages,  unlefs  compelled  by  the  authority  of 
a  magiftraie,  or  an  officer  of  the  navy. 

Some  feamen  who  have  made  a  voyage  with  him — 

'  have  waited  till  he  was  ready  to  go  on  another,  rc- 

fufing  the  offer  of  other  employment  in  the  interval. 

Some,  both  able  and  ordinary  feamen,  have  gone  3 

voyages,  and  a  few  4. 

Mr.  AlexanJcr  Falconbridgc  failed  two  voyages 
P.  42.  with  him,  one  to  the  windsvard  coaft  and  Angola, 
and  another  to  Bonny,  and  part  of  a  third  to  the 
windward  coaft,  when  the  Ihip  was  taken — Mr.  F. 
had  always  declared  that  he  underftood  little  of  the 
language  of  the  country.     In  one  of  the  voyages,  in 

which 
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which  Mr.  F.  wts  with  him,  recoileds  the  circum-    1 790. 
fiance  of  2.  mas  being  brought  a-Iong  fide  the  Ibip,  Part.  11^ 
■ad  delivered  on  board,  who  he  believes,  did  not  *  'v*"* 
know  that  he  was  going  to  be  fold — but  from  not 
underftanding  the  language  of  the  country,  cauDOt 
fay  whether  the  man  had  been  invited  off*  to  look  at 
the  fbip  or  not.'    (Says  he  had  no  bufinefs  to  queftion 
the  right  of  that  perfon  who  fold  him  this  man,  as 
that  might  have  (lopped  further  trade  between  them. 
The  fan  was  known  to  a  number  of  traders,  and  the 
man  was  put  on  board  publicly  in  the  forenoon ;  ne-  "'  43* 
ver  was  applied  to  to  deliver  him  up  again.) 

In  that  voyage  to  Bonny,  when  Mr.  F.  was  with 
him,  a  few  of  the  ilaves  there  purchafed,  informed 
him,  that  they  were  taken  forcibly  or  by  furprife ; 
(he  means  in  the  manner  in  which  he  has  defcribed 
the  Angola  wars)  many  of  them  owned  they  were 
Haves  in  their  own  country,  but  the  little  knowledge 
he  had  of  the  language  did  not  enable  him  to  diftin- 
guilh  thofe  that  were  born  flavcs,  or  made  fuch ; 
does  not  believe  the  pradice  of  kidnapping  by  fmall 
parties  from  5  to  10,  and  bringing  flaves  to  the  black 
people's  houfes,  can  exiftac  Bonny. 

RecoUeds,  that  while  trading  at  the  river  Ambris, 
a  6gnal  was  made  one  afternoon  from  the  land,  for 
him  to  come  on  ftiore  with  Uis  boat,  when  a  perfon 
was  fold  and  delivered  to  him,  who,  being  a  fifh- 
erman,  was  accufed  of  having  aJked  a  greater  price 
for  his  fifli  than  he  ought ;  he  was  himfelf  the  only 
perfon  in  the  Ihip  that  underliood  a  word  of  the  lan- 
guage of  the  natives  ;  they  told  hitn  the  man  was  a 
great  rogue;  the  principal  officers,  and  the  King's 
people  were  prefent  when  the  goods,  were  paid  tor 
him;  thefe  officers,  as  their  titles  implied,  he  con- 
fidered  as  the  Minifter  of  Finance  and  of  the  war  de- 
partment ;  knows  nothing  at  all  of  this  man's  guilt, 
obferved  that  he  behaved  vety  infolently,  and  heard 
him  accufed  of  afking  more  for  his  fiih  than  cuftom- 
ary — does  nor  know  of  any  other  crime  befides  ex- 
C  a  tortioQ 
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1790.  tortion  charged  againft  the  filhermah— they  were  not 
Fart  II.  obliged  to  tell  if  there  was. 

V  '^^  From  his  own  knowledge  while  in  health,  and  the 
report  of  his  officers  while  lick,  he  judged  chat  twice 
as  many  flaves  were  returned  to  the  country  as  he 
bought — for  the  reafons  before  given — that  if  they 
had  been  kidnapped,  a  trader  would  probably  have 
fold  them  at  any  price,  rather  than  carry  them  back* 
at  the  hazard  of  a  difcovery. 

When  arrived  at  the  river  Ambris  in  that  voyage, 
Mr.  F.  was  with  him — he  was  told  by  the  natives* 

p  ^.  that  his  was  the  firft  fliip  that  had  been  Having  on 
•  'K*  ^jjgj  coA^  for  feveral  years — of  which  he  acquainted 
his  officers.  His  fbip  was  feveral  weeks  upon 
the  coaft  at  that  time,  before  any  ilavcs  were  ofiered 
for  fale — cannot  fay  the  exadl  time — he  purchafed  at 
different  times  a  few  ilaves  from  the  towns  on  the  fea 
coaft — the  flaves,  when  no  fliips  lye  there,  are  fent 
to  St.  Paul  de  Loando  or  Cabenda — Every  time  he 
has  traded  at  the  river  Ambris,  if  there  was  no  vetTel 
there  before  him,  i:  was  fome  time  before  the  flavc» 
from  the  interior  part  of  the  country  were  brought 
down — does  not  recoiled  any  inftance  at  this  place, 
of  a  flav'e  being  reclaimed  by  the  government  of  the 
country,  as  having  been  improperly  fold — but  has 
known  inCtances  at  Melimba — in  fuch  cafes,  he  was 
always  offered  ^d  accepted  a  flavc  in  exchange. 

Believes  the  Captains  feldom  or  never  enquire 
concerning  the  right  which  thofe  perfons  who  dffer 
negroes  for  fale  have  to  difpofe  of  them — believea 
every  Captain  would  be  conlidered  as  a  fool  by  any 
trading  man,  to  whom  he  put  fuch  a  queftion. 

The  flaves  in  general  have  not  a  great  averfion  to 
horfe-beans — thof^  purchafed  ac  Cabenda  and  Me- 
limba  always  eat  beans  when  mixed  with  rice,  with 
much  faMsfaftion  The  country  about  the  Ambris 
produces  a  great  dcalof  calavances. — The  flaves  he 
purchafed  there,  were  fonder  of  calavances,  Indian 
,   corn  and  caflada,  than  of  any  o:her  food — they  are  not 

veiv 
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mvj  fond  of  betas,  but  like  then  well  eDougb  when  1 790. 
mixed  with  rice  tad  ftock  fifh.  Part.  IL 

When  negroes  have  refufed  their  food,  he  has  al-  ^'"rV 
wtys  ufed  perfuafion — force  is  always  ineffe^al. 

Nerer  did  hold  hot  coals  to  a  negro,  thieatening  to  p   .^ 
make  him  fwallow  them,  if  he  per6fted  in  refusing     ' 
to  cat-^uid  defies  any  perfon  to  prove  chat  he  has 
done  fo. 

Being  at  one  time  lick  in  his  cabin,  the  chief  mate 
■nd  furgeon  once  and  again  came  to  itiform  him, 
that  there  was  a  man  upon  the  main  deck,  that 
would  neither  eat,  drink,  or  f'peak — he  defired  them  . 

to  ufe  every  means  in  their  power  to  pcrfuade  him 
to  fpcak,  and  aflign  reafons  tor  his  lilence — defired 
that  fome  of  the  other  fiaves  Ihould  be  employed  to 
endeavour  to  make  him  fpeak ; — when  informed, 
that  he  ftill  remained  obftinatt;,  and  not  knowing 
whether  it  was  fulkincls  or  infanity,  he  ordered  the 
chief  mate,  or  furgeon,  or  both,  to  prcfent  him  with 
a  piece  of  fire  in  one  hand,  and  a  piece  of  yam  in 
the  other,  and  to  report  what  effcdt  that  had  upon 
him— he  was  told  that  the  man  took  the  yam  and  eat 
it,  and  threw  the  fire  overboard — this  man  was  after- 
wards Ihcwn  to  him,  dreft  in  a  frock  and  trowfers, 
which  had  been  given  him  by  the  failors,  for  wafli- 
iag  and  mending  their  clothes — and  he  fold  for 
upwards  of  40I.  at  Grenada. 

He  has  fometimcs  threatened  them,  when  they 
were  fulky,  and  would  not  cat  their  provifions,  tel- 
ling  them  they  ihould  have  no  yams  if  rhcy  diii  not 
eat  their  beans — has  fometinies  found  it  nect-flliry  to 
punifl),  or  caufe  to  be  puiiilhed  llightly,  fome  of  the 
flaves  for  different  offences — Mr.  F  was  frequently 
employed  to  do  this  with  his  own  hands — who  never 
faid  he  thought  what  was  ordered  unrcafonable,  or 
did  it  in  a  manner  that  (hewed  he  ihoueht  the  pu- 
nilhrnent  undefcrved — the  rcafon  for  ordering  Mr. 
F.  to  do  this,  was,  that  he  judged  htm  a  properer 
perfon  than  toy  other ;  becaufc  m  genera),  he  wai 
attentive 
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1790.  attentive  to  the  iUves.— Says  that  himfelf,  Mr.  F. 
part  n.  3Q*^  the  chief  mate  have  often  been  provoked  to  pu- 
^v^»  niih  Haves  llightly  without  any  great  caufe— their 
pcevilhnefs,  perverfeacfs,  and  obftinacy,  counter- 
afting  moft  of  his  endeavours  to  keep  them  comfort- 
able,  and  relieve  them  in  their  fea-6cknefs  and  other 
complaints — has  with  his  own  hands  puniihed  failors 
for  mal-treating  negroes. 
P^  .g^  Recollefts,  that  when  lying  in  the  river  Ambris, 
'very  fick  iti  his  cabin*  a  number  of  women,  by  ne- 
gte^  of  locking  the  gun-port  gratings,  got  out  and 
attempted  to  fwim  on  ihore.  There  were  3  among 
the  number  from  the  King's  town  at  Ambris.  Be- 
lieves they  were  all  taken  up  again,  and  brought  on 
board.  The  (hip  was  then  about  a  mile  from  Ihore. 
One  of  the  black  traders,  who  had  come  on  board  on 
fome  pretended  bulinefs,  late  at  night,  contrary  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  country,  was  fufpefted  of  having 
induced  thefe  women  to  leave  the  Hup. 

In  the  river  Bonny,  and  elfewhere,  precautions 
are  ufed  to  prevent  flaves  from  going  overboard  ;— 
on  the  coaft  of  Angola  never  knew  any  precautions 
taken.     Women  and  boys  are  never  confined. 

It  was  his  cuftom,  in  the  river  Bonny,  to  fend  the 
ailing  flaves  on  fliore,  when  there  were  but  few ;  and 
if  their  diforder  required  the  aid  of  a  furgeon,  he 
always  fent  the  furgeon  to  vifit  them  ;  when  reco- 
vered, they  were  brought  on  board;  if  they  died, 
they  were  alfo  brought  along  fide,  to  be  fatisfied  that 
they  were  not  flolen  away.  The  female  which  he 
fuppofes  alluded  to  in  the  queftion,  after  fuflcring 
'  much  from.fea-ficknefs,  and  feeming  to  pine  and 
walle,  was  fent  on  fhore,  and  left  in  charge  of  one 
of  her  own  countrywomen  ;  was  informed  Ihe  hanged 
herfelf ; — all  he  knows  is,  that  Ihe  was  brought  along- 
jide  when  dead.  She  was  an  Ebo  Have  from  the  in- 
terior country. 

Never  undcrftood  that  it  was  frequent  with  the 
ftivcs  of  that  country  to  hang  themfelves. 

Never 
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Never  knew  any  one  daim  a  right  to  difpute  the  1790. 
right  of  the  great  men  of  the  country  of  Angola  lo  Part  iL 
fell  their  friends,  relations,  or  families.  ^— v-"* 

As  he  always  paid  the  price  of  a  flavc  for  every  P.  47. 
pawn  be  received,  he  muft  have  underflood  that  the 
perfon  who  delivered  fuch  pawn,  had  a  right  to  pawn 
or  to  fell  him  ;  and  fuch  pawn  not  being  redeemed, 
it  was  confidered  as  a  purchafe  ; — but  is  not  fuffi> 
ctently  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  the  country,  to 
anfwer  precifely  to  the  queftion.  Whether  no  pcrfons 
are  put  on  beard  Ihips  as  pawns,  but  fuch  as  are 
liable  to  be  fold  by  the  cuftom  of  the  country.  The 
laws  being  often  made  for  the  occasion,  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  tell  for  what  defcription  of  crimes  perfons 
may  be  fold  to  the  Europeans. 

On  the  windward  coaft,  where  he  has  mentioned 
canoes  being  often  overfet,  and  goods  loft,  fuch 
accidents  happen  more  frequently  in  going  on  fhore 
than  in  coming  off.  The  flaves  in  general  are  brought 
off*  in  canoes,  the  people  on  Ihore  afliiling  to  puih 
them  clear  beyond  the  furf,  when  they  are  taken  into 
the  Ihips  boats. 

Never  knew  an  inftance  of  flaves  confined  in  thofe 
canoes. 

He  has  fometimes  allotted  a  part  of  the  cabin  for 
the  fick  ;  at  other  times,  part  of  the  boys  room. 

It  is  often  ncccflary  on  the  middle  palfage,  but  p.  48. 
never  knew  an  infiance  of  the  gratings  being  covered 
and  the  air  ports  Ihut  at  the  fame  time. 

Does  not  believe  it  a  general  practice  for  iailors  to 
defert  from  Guinea  fliips  to  fhips  of  war  in  the  Weft 
Indies  ;  it  happened  twice  to  himfctf. 

It  is  common  for  failors  to  defert  from  Guinea 
ihips  in  the  Weft  Indies,  when  feamen  are  fcarce, 
and  a  high  price  given  for  the  run  home; — has 
heard  them  often  declare,  before  they  left  England, 
that  this  was  one  of  the  realbns  for  which  they  en- 
deavoured to  have  a  higher  advance  of  wages  before 
tbey  embarked. 

Is 
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1790.       Is  at  prefent  unemployed  in  the  ilave  trade,  but 
Piri  Il.ibaU  be  foon. 

V-v  ■' ^      The  fines  imjiored  on  convifts,  go,  firft,  to  the 
P.  49.  relations  of  the    perfons  poifoned.     The  doiftor  is 
paid  by  boih  parties,  and  ih  ires  in  the  fines,  and  the 
King  and  chief  officers  have  alfo  parr  of  them. 

Refpeftiiig  the  treatment  of  ilaves  in  that  coun- 
try—has fecn  them  at  meals  fitting  I'ound  their  maf- 
ter. 

Never  faw  an  inftance  of  a  vefliel  loft  on  the  coaft 
of  Africa;  has  heard  of  fome,  but  few. 

He  ufed  to  lay  in,  for  a  pallage  from  Angola, 
Bonny,  or  the  windward  coaft,  from  60  to  80  gallons 
of  water  per  man,  and  had  generally  a  fourth  of  his 
ftock  left  at  the  end  of  his  voyage. 
P.  JI.  Does  not  rccoUeft  anv  inftance  of  Captains  being 
convidted  of  leaving  failors  in  ihc  Wtft  Indies,  and 
paying  the  penally  ; — never  had  any  law  dilpute  bim- 
felf  with  any  of  his  people. 

Grafs  cloth  pafles  for  money  in  Africa  as  brafs 
money  or  fmall  change  does  with  us ; — has  feldom 
feen  afufficient  qnancity- of  it  topurcbafea  ilave. — 
Much  of  it  is  dcftroyed  in  wrapping  up  the  dead  ; — 
has  alio  fecn  it  wo;n  by  [he  natives. 
P.  52.  Believes  pcrfons  fuppofed  acceffary  to  witchcraft, 
are  liable  to  be  burnt. 

Bi:lieves  a  number  of  the  agod  flaves  are  criminals, 
or  confidcred  as  fuch.  A  circumftance  at  the  river 
Ambris,  related  to  him  on  his  fecond  voyage  with 
Capt.  Diincombe,  makes  him  think  that  a  number  of 
them  are  put  to  death.  A  Cabcnda  boy,  whom  he 
had  with  him  as  a  linguift,  informed  him  that  a  flave 
whom  he  had  refufcd  to  purchafe,  was  put  to  death 
in  the  following  manner  :  The  owner,  (who  was 
fiom  the  inland  country)  calling  the  traders  and 
fiihers  lo^tther  under  a  tree,  accui'ed  him  of  dilho- 
nefty }  faid  that  he  had  run  off  thrice,  and  thereby 
coft  him  more  than  he  was  worth,  in  the  cuftiomary 
rewards  for  ainirchciiding  hiin ;  th-^t  he  gained  no- 
tlitng  by  his  labour  ;  and  that  the  white  man  having 
refufed 
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refufed  him,  be  would  put  him  to  death,  to  fave  1790. 
further  expcnce,  and  as  an  example  to  his  other  Part  II. 
Haves.  This  he  inftantly  executed,  with  circum-  ^--y* 
llances  of  moft  horrid  cruelty. 

From  what  befel  this  Have,  who  he  did  not  fuppofe  P.  53. 
to  be  very  criminal,  they  have  a  right,  it  would  ap- 
pear, to  put  their  own  flaves  to  death  ;  and  of  courfe 
any  ufelefs  criminal,  or  old  flave,  may  be  fuppofed  • 

liable  to  like  treatment;  in  which  he  is  confirmed  by 
another  circumftance.  Having  gone  on  ihore  in  the 
evening,  for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  accompanied  by 
his  linguift,  he  was  led  by  him  to  a  fpot  where  fome 
of  the  countrymen  were  going  to  kill  a  fucking 
child.  Upon  being  afked  the  reafon,  they  faid  ic 
was  of  no  value  :  having  rcqucAed,  in  that  cafe,  that 
it  might  be  given  to  him,  he  was  anfwered,  that  if 
he  bad  any  ufe  for  the  child,  it  was  worth  money ; 
be  finally  bought  it  for  a  jug  of  brandy,  and  ic  hap> 
pened  to  belong  to  a  young  female  whom  Captain 
Lawfon  had  bought  that  very  day.  Capt.  Lawfoti 
thanked  him,  and  carried  it  on-  board.  On  its  being 
prcfented  to  the  mother,  ihe  fell  on  her  knees,  and 
kifltd  his  feet. 

The  laft  time  he  was  at  Mclimba,  there  were  fome 
Romifli  millionaries  fettled  at  Chelango,  but  it  pro- 
duced noeffed  on  the  manners  of  the  natives. 
f  Did  not  mean  to  fay  that  the  domeftic  flaves,  or 
followers,  were  well  fed ;  they  might  be  fo,  if  in- 
duftrious ;  moft  parts  of  the  country  which  he  has 
feen  being  tolerably  fertile — but  never  faw  any  man 
working  in  the  grounds,  that  being  the  women's  pro- 
vince. Seldom  any  of  them  came  to  his  fai^ory, 
who  were  not  hungry,  and  glad  of  the  worft  provi- 
fions  he  had  to  fpare.  No  large  tradi  that  might 
be  ploughed  or  planted,  but  here  and  there  very  fer- 
tile fpois. 

Has  been  witnefs  to  a  mode  of  carrying  on  war 
St  Melimb^  between  the  great  men  of  the  country,  P.  55. 
bucnocaptives  were  made  in  it. 

Numb.  2.  D  Id 
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179I:}.  Id  every  voyage  he  has  made,  there  was  alwayi 
'^art  tl.  more  than  room  enough  for  the  flavcs,  except  in  the 
^"Tyr^  firft  voyage  to  Bonny  in  the  Emilia, 

The  diforders  incident  to  fcanien  aboard  Guinea 
fliips,  are  fcurvy  and  fevers. 

The  feamen  got  at  Briftol  for  the  Guinea  trade, 
being  inferior  to  thofe  of  other  ports,  it  is  feldom 
tieccffary  to  give  more  wages  than  in  the  W.  India 
trade ;  but  in  general  they  have  had  5s.  per  month 
more. 

Was  a  prifoDCr  of  war  in  Niort  of  PoIdlerSj  France, 
for  8  months. 

Has  been  6nce  10  montha  in  France,  at  Bourdeaux, 
Nantz,  St.  Maloes,  Havre  de  Grace,  Harfleur,  and 
Rouen. — Returned  in  Auguft; — made  every  inquiry 
he  could.refpeaingthe  African  trade. 

Several  French  merchants,  having  all  their  own 
vtflels  and  officers  employed,  propofed  to  htm  to  lit 
oiit  from  this  country,  to  purchafe  flaves,  under 
P.  ^6.  '  French  colours,  and  carry  them  to  St.  Domingo.— 
Good  flaves  fell  in  general,  at  St.  Domingo,  for  60I. 
to  70I.  fieri. — has  feen  the  account  fales  of  ilavei.— 
Such  friends  as  he  formerly  knew  on  the  coafi  of 
Africa,  and  are  now  eftabliflied  at  Nantz,  St.  Ma- 
loes,  and  Rochelle,  have  otfered  him  employment 
for  himfelf,  and  as  many  of  his  officers  and  friends 
as  he  would  recommend. 

Has  been  credibly  informed,  that  the  African 
flave  trade  has  been  confiderably  extended  in  France, 
iince  the  idea  of  abolition  was  taken  up  in  England ; 
has  been  told  in  France,  and  in  this  country,  that 
the  merchants  of  Bourdeaux  and  others  concerned 
ID  that  trade,  pay  from  8  ro  10  percent,  for  money 
to  carry  it  on.  There  were  360  fail  of  veflels,  whole 
tonnage,  on  an  average,  was  352  ts.  employed  in  the 
African  and  Weft-India  trade  froni  Bourdeaux ; — 
their  cargoes  in  general  are  much  richer  than  ours, 
having  more  cotton,  indigo,  and  coffee. 

Thinks  it  niore  thab  probable,  if  the  ftave  trade 
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were  aboHlhed  here,  that  the  French  would  carry  it    i^qq. 
on  more  extenfively  than  now.  pan.  Hi 

Believes,    from  the  number  of  Ihips  laid  up  in  ■    ^    ■ 
this  countryj  from  the  late  regulating  ajQc,  the  idea  p.  57. 
•f  abolition,  and  encouragements  held  out  by  the. 
French,  ievcral  perfons  have  been  employed  in  (hips^ 
fold  from  hence,  and  fitted  out  from  France. 

Believes  it  unncceflary  for  the  Portuguefe  to  ex- 
tend their  trade,  polTefGng  great  part  already,  an4 
moft  of  that  exclufivdy.  The  Danes,  fuppo^ted  by; 
Government,  have  (to  his  knowledge)  tried  to  ex- 
tend their  trade  from  the  windward  and  gold  coaft  ; 
believes  they  already  have  the  means  of  carrying  it 
on  to  more  advantage  than  the  Britilh,  if  their  offi- 
cers and  men  were  equally  acquainted  with  it  ;— 
thinks  there  is  no  realon  to  fuppofe  the  Dutch  will 
ever  forego  any  commercial  advantage  which  they 
can  lay  hold  of.  The  people  of  Oftend  have  fccwn 
a  difpofltion  to  carry  on  every  kind  of  trade  that 
Africa  and  the  Eaft  Indies  prefent  to  them. — Thq 
Danifli  W,  Indies  are  in  part  fupplied  with  ilave^ 
by  American  veflels,  bought  on  the  gold  and  wind- 
ward coaft,  and  perhaps  elfewhere. — The  Spanifh 
Government  have  opened  fome  of  their  ports  for 
African  (hips  of  all  nations,  and  it  is  faid  that  th^ 
Philippines  have  attempted,  or  are  trying  to  com- 
meoce  a  trade  to  Africa,  to  fupply  S.  America ;— has 
been  told,  that  they  wilh  to  get  their  ofHcers  em- 
ployed in  the  Eoglifh  or  other  African  {hips,  to  gain 
experience. 

It  certain,  the  French  have  deprived  the  British 
of  the  trade  on  a  confiderable  traft  of  the  African 
coafl,  although  he  cannot  prove  it  formally,  frotn 
the  difguife  ncceflary  in  condufting  fuch  bufincfs. 

Never  made  any  calculation  between  the  number  p  -o 
of  flaves  he  carried  and  the  tonnage ;  there  is  no  '  *  ' 
geometrical  proportion  between  the  tonnage  and  the 
places  allotted  for  the  flaves  to  lie  in,  that  depending 
upoQ  the  form  and  conflru&ion  of  the  fliip,  few  of 
>  tbcm  being  exa&ly  alike ; — believes  no  fuch  idea 
Da  each 
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1790.  ever  entered  the  head  of  s  fcaman,  as  apportioning 

Part  II.  the  number  of  flaves  to  the  tonnage. 

*"v— '  Has  known  (to  the  beft  of  his  recolleaion)  two 
inftanccs,  in  which  nine-tenths  of  the  flaves  made 
no  complaint  of  ficknefs  ;  has  known  flaves  recover- 
ed by  the  care  of  the  doiftor,  and  other  officers,  with- 
out medicine  ; — every  experienced  furgcon  knowing 
how  averfe  the  Africans  are  to  taking  medicine,  does 
all  he  can  to  recover  them,  without  giving  what  to 
'  them  is  fo  difgufling. 


Witnefs  Examined. — NJr.  Frakcklyn. 

p_  -g_  Gilbert  Franklyn,  Efq.  a  native  of  England,  went 
to  the  W.  Indies  in  1766,  where  he  principally  re- 
fided  in  Antigua  till  the  latter  end  of  1787.  Hp 
chiefly  fuperintendcd  a  number  of  negroes  let  by 

^'  79*  contraft  to  government  by  himfelf,  and  the  late  Mr. 
Ant.  BacOn,  fhis  partner)  in  order  to  attend  thei'ur- 
vcyors  piarking  out  the  lands  to  be  fold  in  the  ceded 
jflands,  and  the  troops,  &c.  employed  in  the  fervice 
of  the  commiflioners,  which  led  him  much  among 
the  iflands,  from  Barbadoes  to  St.  Kitt's  inclufive.  He 
lived  from  1766  to  the  latter  end  of  1767,  and  from 
1768  to  1770,  in  Antigiia;  fromi774  to  1776,  and 
from  1779  to  1789,  in  Tobago.  He  was  about  7  or 
.    8  months,  in  1788,  in  Jamaica. 

Was  particularly  attentive  to  the  negroes  belonging 
to  bimfelf  and  his  partner,  which  were  about  400. 
The  firft  negroes  he  knew  were  in  Antigua.  The 
firft  of  which  he  became  owner,  were  bought  by  his 
agent,  and  by  contra^  ought  to  have  been  either 
.  feafoned,  or  ufed  to  the  climate.  A  knowledge  of 
the  Englifli  language  was  a1{b  required,  to  enable 
them  to  take  direftions.  This  obliged  them  to  give 
high  prices  for  negroes  no  otherwife  qiialiBed,  as 
good-feafoned  n^roes  were  feldom  found  on  fale, 
I  except 
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except  frotn  diftrtfs  of  makers ;  in  conTequence  of   1 79a. 
whicfa,  wtien  a  few  feafoned  negroes  were  obtained  Part  IL 
forche  moftneceflaiy  employments,  the commiflionere  *   y  * 
and  others  io  the  fervtce  preferred  new  aod  adivc 
negroes. 

Tbefc  negroes  were  found,  and,  in  cafe  of  death  p.  80. 
or  defertion,  replaced  atcontraiftors'  riJk.  The  iflands 
in  which  they  were  being  in  a  very  uncultivated  ftate, 
they  wcie  obliged  to  fupply  tbctn  with  the  fame  pro- 
vifions,  as  the  troops,  jlour,  peas,  beef,  and  pork. 
The  quantity  was  direded  by  the  king's  officers. 
They  had  rum  aUb  given  them  when  thought  condu- 
cive to  health.  1  here  was  an  agent  appointed  to 
take  care  of  them ;  and  the  fame  furgeon  who  at- 
tended the  troops,  attended  them  at  the  cxpence  of 
the  contraftors. 

Except  carrying  the  chUin  to  the  woods,  which 
may  be  an  unwholefonie  ta(k,  he  believes  this  work 
was  neither  heavy  nor  laboiious.  The  moft  of  them 
were  employed  in  attending  the  officers  and  foldiers, 
drawing  this  wood  and  water,  and  alTil^ing  to  cook 
their  proviiions. 

TTiere  was  rather  more  mortality  among  them  than  \ 
on  fettled  plantations.  They  had  fores  in  their  legs 
and  feet,  difabling  them  for  fervice,  and  frequently 
incuFable.  They  were  particularly  well  clothed; 
and  in  order  to  fave'their  feet,  Ihoes  were  provided, 
till  it  appeared  evidently  they  would  not  wear  them. 
Some  of  them,  he  fears,  were  ill  iifcd  by  the  foldicrs ; 
and  as  he  had  occafion  to  complain,  and  had  the  fol- 
diers  punifhed  :  he  knew  of  none  neglefted  in  illneis. 
He  docs  not  afcribe  their  mortaliry  10  this  ill  ufage,  of  P.  81. 
which  not  more  than  ten  inftances  had  come  to  his 
knowledge. 

He  bought  largely  in  the  ceded  iflands,  particu- 
larly ill  Tobago,  where,  till  lately,  he  had  2,000 
acres.  He  purpofed  cultivating,  and  by  the  only 
practicable  mode,  the  labour  of  the  negroes.  He 
EXlieves  there  is  no  other  mode  by  which  land  in  the 
W.  Indies  is  culdvaietf,  to  whatever  nation  it  belongs ; 

thofe 
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1790.  thofe  negroes  he  expeded  to  receive  from  the  coa& 
Put  H.  of  Africa.    If  he  had  underftood  the  importation  of 
'^  V,    '  negroes  was  to  be  prohibited,  he  would  noc  have 
bought  lands  he  could  make  no  ufe  c^.    Believes  a 
great  part  of  the  lands  he  purchafed  is  dill  unculti- 
vated.    There  is  a  great  deal  of  land  in  Grenada  un- 
cultivated—he  is  well  convinced  in  St.  Vincent,  th« 
Grenadines,  and  Dominica— there  arc  not  negroes. 
_  enow  to  cultivate  i  the  land — but  cannot  fay  (0  of 

F.  82.  ijjj  Q^j,  icnowlcdge.  Many  of  his  friends  bought 
land  in  Grenada  under  faith  of  H.  M.'s  proclama-' 
tion.  He  believes  in  E)ominica  and  St.  Vincent's, 
much  the  greateft  parts  of  the  land  fold  by  the  crown 
under  commilBon  is  not  yet  brought  into  cultivation ; 
but  he  has  never  been  in  either  of  diefe  iflands  fince 
1776.  He  found  the  fettlement  of  lands  in  die  ceded, 
tilands  difficult  and  ezpenfivc — he  laid  out  40^000 1. 
in  Tobago. 

The  negroes  being  much  the  mod  valuable  part  of 
a  man's  property,  whofe  welfere  are  intimately  con- 
nedted  with  his  own  interefts,  it  can  fcarcely  be 
doubted  that  he  will  pay  every  attention  to  them. 

Every  prudent  proprietor  endeavours  to  ftudy  the 
temper  and  difpofition  of  flaves ;  they  are  therefore 
treated  with  kindnefs  and  attention.  There  are  fome 
negroes  that  neither  chaftifement  will  corrcft,  nor 
good  treatment  reform  ;  fuch  are  fomctimes  treated 
with  feverity  :  but  for  crimes  which  mofl:  civilized 
nations  would  punilh  capitally,  the  genentliiy  of  well- 
difpofed  negroes  are  leldom  or  never  chaftifed.  A 
prudent  matter  is  cautious  how  he  offends  a  negro 
of  good  charafter;  for  if  diffatisfied,  they  (hew  their 
refentmem  cither  by  working  unwillingly,  or  fre- 
_  .  quent  defenions.  When  negroes,  therefore,  arc 
*  3-  treated  with  feverity  (which  certainly  is  fometimes 
the  cafe)  the  matter  fuffcrs,  both  in  reputation  and 
fortune.  In  general,  therefore,  it  may  be  faid,  that 
ne^oes  are  well  treated,  well  lodged,  well  clothed, 
ana  welt  fed ;  well  attended  in  JHcknefs,  and  fupplied 
with  mediciaes,  and  even  the  incurftbte  wicb  every 

necef- 
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neceflkry.    This  the  intcrdt  of  the  owner  requires,    1790. 
even  if  not  poffcffed  of  humanity.     Negleft  of  fuch  Part  U. 
negroes  would  difpirit  a  gang,  and  particularly  S&St  *— v-*' 
any  relations  and  friends  they  might  have  on  the 
eftate. 

In  the  ceded  iflands,  and  where  land  is  plenty,?,  2i. 
they  cultivate  large  trails  for  their  own  benefit,  and 
in  fiKh  cafes  neither  require  nor  receive  a  large  ^- 
■  lowaace  of  what  is  called  pound  provifions.  To  thofc 
who  will  receive  it,  the  proponim  is  from  6  to  to 
quaixs  of  Indian  corn,  flour,  and  guinea  corn,  or  a  - 
TCry  ample  allowance  of  yams,  potatoes,  and  edoes. 
In  Grenada,  meal  of  caflada  from  6  to  10  quatts, 
from  6  to  10  herrings,  or  from  2  to  3  pounds  of  fait 
fiih,  and  in  Tome  plantations,  of  beef  or  pork,  are 
eiven  for  a  week's  fubfiitence — A  fufficient  allowance 
Kir  a  hearty  man — Plancanes  alfo  make  a  chief  pait  of 
their  provifions,  and  (when  received)  they  are  al- 
lowed of  thefe  from  50  to  70  per  week  — they  are  of  P.  84. 
a  lefs  <ize  than  the  plantanes  of  Jamaica.  The  alloc- 
aient  of  land  is  fuch  that  an  indudrious  negro  will  be 
enabled  not  only  to  fupply  himfelf,  but  to  difpofe  of 
fuch  a  quantity  of  poultry,  pork,  and  goats  flelh,  as 
to  enable  him  to  clothe  himfelf,  his  wives,  and  his 
-children,  very  handfomely.  If  his  maftcr  oppofed 
his  difpoCtion  of  that  property,  it  would  probably  oc- 
cafion  an  infurredion  on  the  plantation.  Thinks  he 
has  known  where  provifions  have  been  fcarce,  that  t 
mafler  has  objeded  to  a  negro's  carrying  his  from  the 
cflate  to  fell;  but  thofe  inftances  are  very  rare,  ai*d 
'  the  g&ng  has  been  Ihown  the  impropriety  of  it.  The 
'  nuAer  does  not,  in  fuch  cafes,  take  the  provilions 
fnm  the  negro,  or  oblige  him  to  fell  it  againft  his 
will ;  :he  6n^  forbids  his  going  off  the  plantation  to 
difpofe  of  it  in  time  of  fcarcity.  If  the  negro  wifties 
to  fell,  the  mafter  buys  from  him  as  any  indifferent 
perfon ;  but  the  negro  will  feldom  fell  to  his  mafttr 
as  he  would  to  a  fbranger.  3-4ths  of  all  the  poultry 
or  poHc  ufed  by  the  planter,  are  bought  from  tus 
own  or  other  people's  flaves. 
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1790.      The  crimes,  for  Which  puniOiment  of  any  degree 
Part  II.  of  feverity  is  infliflcd,  are  generally  defcnion,  break- 
»-.v-^  ing  open  ftores,  and  ftealing  rum,  fugar,  or  fait  pro- 
P.  85.    viiions ;  breaking  open  negro  houfes,  or  houfes  of 
people  in  the  town,  robbing  oegro  grounds,  &c. 
The  piim(hmems  then  confift  from  20  to  40  laflies 
on  the  poSeriors,  fcldom  more.     He /peaks  in  gene- 
ral.    Exceptions  to  the  rule  prove  the  generaUty  of 
it.     There  are  cruel,  feverc,  and  inhuman  people,  to 
be  met  with  every  where.     With  regard  to  the  ca- 
pital punishment  of  negroes,    each    colony  has  its 
■    own  laws.     He  has  himfelf  fcarcely  known  death 
awarded,  except  in  the  cafe  of  premeditated  murder. 
Repeated  burglaries  have  incurred  no  other  punifli- 
ment  than  a  whipping  lefs  fevere  than  a  foldier  fuffers 
for  fmall  offences.     A  fingle  lafh  every  morning  for 
fix  weeks,  reformed  for  a  time,  a  negro  of  his  own, 
who  had  broke  open  at  leaft  fifty  houfes.    In  two 
years  he  returned  to  his  praiftices,  and  died  a  natural 
death  on  the  plantation. 

He  does  not  fuppofe  a  labouring  man  in  Europe 
fxaild  gain  his  bread  if  working  no  harder  than  a 
negro.  Conceives  the  labour  ofa  negro  flight  com- 
pared with  any  field  labour  in  Europe.  They  are 
MS  afie&ed  by  the  heat  of  the  climate  than  Euro- 
peans :  in  general  they  like  heat  fo  as  to  fteep  with 
fire  in  their  houfes.  Rain  injures  them  moft.  When 
rains  are  heavy  in  the  ceded  iflands,  which  is  fre- 
quently the  cafe,  they  are  fent  out  of  the  field  into 
their  houfes. 
p.  86.  In  the  plantations  their  punifhment  is  a  flight  whip- 
ping, or  confinement  in  the  (locks  at  noon,  or  after 
work  :  they  ufually  prefer  the  former.  For  flight  of- 
fences, fuch  as  not  coming  in  time  to  their  work, 
they  are  generally  ftruck  over  their  clothes. 

As  no  man  chufes  to  buy  a  negro  of  notorioufly 
bad  charafter,  the  owners  of  fuch  ufually  fend  them 
to  foreign  iflands,  or  to  N.  America,  at  the  riik  of  re- 
ceiving but  a  very  fmall  price  for  them.  The  time 
of  harmt  is  in  the  Welt  Indies,  as  in  all  other  coua- 

ines 
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tries  tlie  time  t^createft  labour ;  but  it  is  alfo  that  of  1790. 
conviviality  and  happincfs.  The  negroes  are  gene- Part  II. 
1-aIIy  more  healthy  and  fatisfied  at  crop  thaa  at  any  ^-y*^ 
other  time  of  the  year. 

However  a  maflxr  may  with  to  difpofe  of  a  Have,  F.  87. 
it  may  not  always  be  in  his  power ;  the  Have  being 
mortgaged  or  under  jointure.      Mortgages  and  mar- 
riage fcttlements  covenant,  he  believes,  in  every  Well- 
drawn  deed  to  keep  up  the  precife  No.  of  negroes  fo 
mor^aged  or  fettled.     To  keep  up  that  number 
.  without  impottation,  is  certainly  poflible,  for  it  has  _ 
been  done ;  but  in  general  otherwife.     The  punifli-  ■ 
ments  already  defcribed  are  plantation  punilhments. 

It  frequently  happens  in  offences  of  a  public  na- 
ture, the  pcrfons  offended  remit  the  negroes  to  the 
mailer  for  that  punUhment  which  he  would  otherwife 
receive  from  public  juftice. 

One  ncgroe,  at  lead,  he  conceives  requifite  for 
every  cultivated  acre  in  a  fugar  eftate,  and  the  No. 
on  cotton  plantations  muft  depend  on  the  foil  and  fca- 
fbn  ;  in  favourable  cafes  one  negro  is  fufficient  for  3 
acres — he  fuppofes  the  gang  not  to  have  a  great  No. 
of  old  people  or  children,  for  otherwife  more  would 
be  required. 

He  cannot  &om  his  experience  conclude  that  a 
fufficient  fupply  of  negroes  for  the  cultivation  of  the 
iflaods  could  be  had  without  imponation  of  Afri- 
cans. 

As  fo  many  reafons  why  the  praftice  of  keeping  up  P.  88. 
the  flock  of  negroes  is  not  general,  while  fome  lew 
plantations  have  maintained  theirs,  he  ftates  the  un- 
healthinefs  of  fome  fituations ;  die  difpofitton  of 
males  to  females ;  the  difeafes  the  fex  is  parttculariy 
fubjed  to ;  for  the  length  of  time  a  breeding  woman 
fuckles  a  child,  flie  has  feldom  two  children  till  an 
interval  of  two  years ;  the  promilcuous  amours  of 
many ;  and  a  cutlom  with  the  gang  women  who  are 
diflblute,  and  think  themfeives  handfome,  of  procur- 
ing abonion. 

Numb.  a.  ,  E  Where 
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1700.  Whert  the  females  exceed  the  males,  itfeldom 
^ut  II.  happens  on  a  plantadoti  chat  the  ne^oes  do  doc  in- 
'« —  y  ..■'■creafe ;  he  gives,  in  proof,  a  companioa  of  two  edates 
fettled  in  Antigua,  about  the  fame  time,  one  by  Mr. 
Carlifle,  the  other  by  Mr.  Mackenoin :  che  former 
purchafed  chiefly  new  negro  gang  women,  the  latter 
chiefly  young  male  negroes,  with  a  view  to  imme- 
diate returns  fi'om  their  labour.  The  refult  was,  that 
at  the  end  of  50  years,  when  Mr.  Mackennie  died, 
he  is  Hud  to  have  purchafed  the  gang  twice  over,  and 
to  have  left  it  in  fuch  a  {late  that  a  large  fum  of 
money  was  then  requifite  to  purchafe  new  negroes ; 
whereas  on  the  Carlifle  efbite  (then  Sir  Ralph  Payne's ) 
•  there  were  very  few  negroes  who  had  not  been  born 
upon  it ;  and  fuch  was  his  furplus,  that  he  was  able 
to  obtain  large  fums  of  money  by  letting  them  out 
to  work  on  other  eftates.  He  fays,  the  reafon  why 
Mr.  Carlifie's  example  is  not  followed,  is,  that  the 
breeding  women  imported  are  not  on  an  average 
j-4th  01  the  cargo.  Inftances  of  planutions  that 
keep  up  their  ftock,  he  believes,  are  very  few. 

The  diforders  of  children,  particularly  that  called 
the  jaw-fall,  which  carries  them  off  within  nine  days, 
is  another  iinpediment  to  population  ;  they  die  early 
P.  29.  in  great  numbers,  but  not  from  want  of  care.  He 
found  their  deaths  fo  frequent,  and  thought  breed- 
ing fo  eflential  to  the  well-being  of  a  plantation,  that 
he  built  an  hofpital  clofe  to  his  houfe,  for  more  eafy 
in^eftion;  here  he  ohferved  their  cuftoms  of  re- 
fufiflg  their  own  breafl  to  the  child,  as  not  good,  for 
three  or  four  days,  and  getcing  a  friend  toTuckle  it; 
of  waftiing  the  new-born  infants  in  warm  water  with 
rum  in  it ;  of  leaving  the  children  to  fleep  in  wee 
clothes,  aod  frequently  admitting  cold  air  to  them 
ifi  th^  iiot  rooms }  thefe  he  overcame  with  fome 
difficidty,  aftd  from  tjjat  time  to  his  leaving  Tobago, 
lud  four  or  five  dtildren  born,  of  which  he  did  not 
lofcsme. 

The  labour  of  pr^;nant  women  is  too  light  in  ge- 
neral, from  the  time  they  are  5  months  gone  i  they 
I  complun 
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complain  of  a  flight  labour,  and  injure  both  them-    1790. 
felves  and  their  infants  by  a  fedentary  life.    Tbofe  Part  11 
who  work  bardeft  and  longeft,   have   ufually  the  *'~y~' 
ftouteli  children  and  eafieft lurths ;  when  pregnant 
woiqe^  complain  they  are  generally  put  into  the  fe- 
condjgang.     They  are  not  out  Co  early  in  the  morning'. 
Thflf  are  employed  in  weeding,  planting  provifiom, 
and  luch  light  labour.    As  they  cncrcafe  they  are  put 
to  (helling  peas,  or  coUefting  provifions  for  the  pot-  n 
gang.    He  never  knew  them  treated  with  any  want       5°* 
of  tendernefs,  even  by  tbofe  who  thought  a  chil4 
born  on  an  eftate  cod  as  much,  or  more  than  a  new 
negro.     This  opinion,  he  believes,  is  not  entertained 
by  many.    It  is  now  the  pride  of  a  manager  to  ^icif.. 
a  number  of  young  children  in  good  order. 

A  pot-gang  confifts  of  negroes,  unable,  or  unwU* 
ling,  from  idicDefs,  to  procure  and  drefs  provifions 
for  themfelves ;  it  is  disgraceful,  except  in  ficknefsi 
to  be  fed  in  this  gang,  as  having  plenty  is  a  mark  of 
a  good  negro. 

On  every  plantation  of  any  magnitude  there  is  t 
iick-houfe  or  bofpital,  with  proper  attendance  for  the 
fick,  of  whom  care  is  taken ;  in  proof  of  this,  he 
relates,  that  previous  to  the  capture  of  Tobago,  part 
of  the  foldiers  from  an  unhealthy  fituation,  became 
fickly,  and  ulcerated  in  their  legs.  That,  in  confe- 
quence,  as  frcfli  meat-provifions  were  difficult  to  pro- 
cure,  the  gentlemen  of  the  iiland  fabfcribed  money 
to  purcha^  and  fupply  them,  and  that  fevetal  took 
the  fgldiers  into  the  negro  hofpitals,  where  they  re* 
crivcd  the  fame  care  and  attention  as  the  negroes  did, 
they  found  the  benefit  from  it  chey  expeded. 

Midwives  attend  the  lying-in  women :   medical 
advice  and  aJ£ftance  is  given  other  negtoes  when  fick;  P.  91. 
perfons  pf  medical  &iU  arc  annually  retained  to  take 
care  of  the  negroes,  if  they  fail  in  their  attendance        ^ 
feveral  times  in  a  week,  or  to  attend  when  fent  for, 
they  are  difcharged. 

The  negroes  io  general  have  very  comfortable 
boules, 

E  3  Manager! 
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1 790.  Managers  kind  behayiour  to  his  negroes,  fo  as  tq 
Part  II.  gain  tfieir  affections,  while  he  malfcs  therp  do  their 
x..y-f  bufinefsj  is  to  hini,^nd  bcUpvei  to  qioft  people*  a 
higher  recomqiendatioR  than  his  &tll  as  a  planter, 
One  of  the  firit  things  enquired  ipto  is  his  chaiacs 
%er  ii)  thaf  refpe^l:;  pq  perfon  v^ould  em[>1oy  a  ma- 
nager of  a  cruel  charaAer,  believing  him  to  be  fuch } 
iuch  treatment  is  fcarcely  poQible  to  be  pra^ifed  iq 
ifccrecy. 

He  dpea  not  believe  the  poor  of  ^ny  counrrj'  livo 
happier  than  the  negroes  on  the  plantatipns  in  the 
W> Indies; — ip  many  cafes  they  have  ap  evident  fur 
periority,  their  labour  is  flight;  good  care  is  taken 
of  them  in  ficjcnefs  an4  in  health,  and  they  have  no 
occafion  to.  fear  the  diflrpfles  of  their  children  fron^ 
inability  tq  labour,  but  then  they  certainly  haye  not 
(hofe  means  of  bettering  their  condition,  whicly 
many  £ngli{fa  poor  of  indudry  and  genius  may  avai^ 
themfelves:  perhaps,  therefprc,  a  proper  comparifoi) 
cannot  be  drawn."  He  thinks  their  lot  in  general  tq 
|)e  envied  by  the  pqor  of  ajl  the  countries  he  ha^ 
ieen. 

There  are  fever^l  epidemical  difeafes  which  con^ 
tribute  to  the  depopulation  of  negroes.  Thefe  are 
frequent  in  alt  cQUntries  between  the  tropics;  the  ne-. 
groes  bring  fpme  contagious  diforders  trom  Africa ; 
the  yaws  in  particular  which  none  know  how  to  curcj 
it  kilts  many,  apd  makes  others  mifcrable  objed^ 
during  life,  yet  they  arc  ftill  nourished  and  proteded 
by  their  mafters.  Utceratpd  legs  is  another  diforder 
in  the  new  fettled  inlands;  the  lofs  by  that  complaint 
has  been  very  confidcrabte. 

A  child  till  iq  years  old  has  i  the  allowance  of  ^ 
grown  perfon  >  after  that  age  full  allowance. 
P,  53.  A  negrot  properly  fpeaking,  confidcring  the  dif- 
tindion  of  mailer  apd  ilave,  caiinot  be  faid  tq 
|iave  prpp^rty.  Opinipn,  however,  and  the  (rqndiid 
of  mafters  fecures  them  whatever  they  po^efi^ 
in  the  Wr  Indies,  in  a  inanner  more  fecure  than  pct~ 
|i8|M  ip  any  qthcr  part  pf  the  vvprid.    No  maftcF 

dare? 
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cs  yiolate  fhck  perfonal  property,  without  being  1790. 
pofcd  to  detc{btion  and  contempt.  Even  when  Part  II, 
;  mafter  is  ruined,  and  the  negroes  with  bis  other  v^-y-.^ 
eds,  fold  to  fatiify  his  credtton,  their  property 
lough  Tciy  confiderable)  is  inTiolably  perfcrved  to  « 
:m;  they  carry  their  money  and  goods  to  the  *  ^'' 
intation  of  them  who  buys  faim.  Their  plantation- 
>und  is  not  exchanged  without  making  them  a 
npenfation  for  the  crop  on  it ;  when  they  die  they 
tribute  their  efTeds  among  their  relations  and 
rnds  without  control.  Negroes  generally  conceal 
:ir  money,  and  do  not  chule  to  be  thought  rich. 
:  had  htmfetf  a  negro,  who  bought  out  the  freedom 
bis  wifefrom  a  lady  at  Monfeirat,  at  the  price  of  near 
L  and  in  her  name  polTefTed  two  houfes  at  Tobago; 
bclieres  he  was  worth  6  or  700I.  he  afked  for  nis 
edont,  and  on  bis  alledging  that  his  property  might 
loll  to  him  in  cafe  of  his  wife's  death,  obtained  ic 
im  the  witnefs,  who  had  before  endea.vourcd  to  dif- 
dc  him  from  his  requcft.  There  is  reafon  to  believe 
has  fince  loft  above  |  of  what  he  was  worth.  Many 
the  negroes  are  poflefled  of  a  great  deal  of  pro- 
■ty.  t«  cannot  tell  the  amount,  but  almoft  all 
:  fmall  current  money  of  the  iflands  is  in  the  pof- 
lon  of  the  negroes.  A  flave  he  had  at  Tobago  p.  g^, 
•k  with  him  thence  to  Grenada  about  tool.  fter. 
■  gave  zolt  of  it  to  a  filler  at  Grenada,  to  help  to 
rchafc  her  freedom,  and  fent  forty  guineas  to  To- 
;o,  to  buy  a  negroe.  He  believes  it  is  not  com- 
■n  for  flaves  to  be  themfelves  mafters  of  flaves, 
t  owners  would  allow  it  j  he  knows  only  the  in- 
Dce  he  has  named. 

When  he  fiill  knew  the  W.  Indies,  he  bought 
ne  negroes  at  z6l.  or  zyl.  a  head:  In  1788  he 
d4il.  for  the  fame  pegroes  at  Grenada,  and  has 
:e  heard  of  a  cargo  of  402  fold  at  Jamaica,  on  an 
iragepf  49I.  perTead(fterling).  He  ihould  ima- 
le  the  report  of  the  abolition  of  the  flave  tr^de  has 
reafed  the  price  j  it  had  reached  the  W.  Indies 
'ore  l)e  left  ft,  biit  few  gave  credit  to  it.  In  Ja- 
maica 
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1790.  maica  be  found  the  alarm  great.  The  idea  of  ematt- 
Pari  II.  cipatifKi,  and  rhe  aboUdon  of  ilaveiy  and  the  flave 
*■  V— I  trade,  and  oihpr  rcpotts  induftrioufly  circulated  from 
England,  made  them  apprehend  a  genenl  inrurrec- 
tlon  among  the  negroes  might  be  the  confequence. 
P.  55.  If  Great  &ilain  were  to  try  to  prohibit  the  ilave 
trade,  *  it  would  certainly  be  very  difficult  to  prevent 
the  Britilh  plantations  from  purchaling  them.  If 
planters,  however,  could  not  procure  new  fupplies> 
the  labour  of  thofe  they  have  muft  be  encreafed,  or 
the  produce  of  their  cfbtes  leffened ;  but  the  encreafe 
of  labour  would  effeft  a  decreafe  of  the  labourers  : 
they  would,  therefore,  run  all  ri&s  to  fupply  them- 
ttves,  while  credit  or  fortune  would  cnaolc  them  ; 
and  it  is  probable  they  would  be  fupplied  at  a  cheaper 
iste  than  ait  prefent, '  from  nationi  which  would 
iben  be  unrivalled  on  our  leaving  the  trade.  To  fup- 
port  the  conjefture  he  ftates  that  Mr.  Hartman,  of 
Santa  Cruz  told  him  lately  that  the  Gold  Coaft  cargo, 
io  that  iHand  averaged  only  40I. 

If  the  negro  trade  was  fo  efTedually  abolifhed  that 
the  Britifh  planiere  could  procure  no  fupply  of  Afri- 
cans, the  confequcnce  to  the  W.  Indies  would  be  a 
very  rapid  decline  of  produce,  its  cxttnt  he  cinnot 
cwyefture — He  believes  an  annual  fupply  of  Africans 
in  lobeabfouhelyncceffary  to  prefcrve  the  colonies  even 
their  prefent  fiate,  without  cultivating  a  fingle  new  acre. 
He  docs  not  know  how  a  proprietor  is  to  fupply  his 
P.  96.  male  negroes  with  wives,  if  no  Africans  are  to  be 
brought. 

He  conceives  it  not  improbable,  that  the  negroes 
new  in  the  W.  Indies,  weuld  be  very  unhappy  if  they 
underftood  that  no  more  new  negroes  were  to  bo 
brought  among  them.  Thofe  under  his  care,  on  the 
arrivalof  acargo, always foliclted njore help ;  th? young 
men  particularly  defire  to  havewivesboughtforthcm. 
An  abolition  of  the  trade  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
would  only  operate  partially,  anci  not  prevent  other 
nations  from  carrying  it  on.  The  public  proctamxions 
and  encouragements  of  France  and  Spain  to  their  fub- 

jeas, 
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jcds,    fufficiently  prove  their  delire  to  extend  their    1700. 
ilave  trade ;  n  follows  alfo  from  their  opening  ports  in  Pan  IL 
the  W.  Indies  and  S.  America,  to  ilaves  imported  in  'w-^.™# 
foreign  velTels,  and  particuUrl)'  from  the  contradsof 
the  French  with  Britifti  merchants,  to  fupply  their 
Ihips  with  negroes,  onthecoaft  of  Africa.  P.  128. 

The  proportion  of  old,  infant,  and  able  negjoei 
in  a  ftock,  varies  with  circumltances.  On  an  old 
eftacc,  where  the  breeding  women  are  as  many  as  he 
thinks  they  ought  to  be,  the  able  negroes  will  be 
fewer  tWn  on  a.  new  eftate,  for  which  the  owner 
would  only  purchafe  fuch  as  were  fit  for  immediate 
labour.  Hejudges,  from  his  experience,  that  ins 
gang  of  two  hundred,  there  cannot  be  more  than  60 
or  70  able  flaves,  with  about  10  or  30  capable  of 
lighter  work  :  it  will  be  thought  a  fine  gang,  and  ia 
good  condition,  that,  exclu&ve  of  houfe  ferraots, 
tradefmen.  See.  can  turn  from  70  to  80  able  negixjes 
into  the  field. 

In  explanation  of  his  former  anfwer,  which  declar- 
ed one  negro  at  the  leaft  requifite  to  every  acre  of  a 
fugar  plantation,  he  fays,  that  he  does  not  mean  that 
70  negroes,  the  able  part  of  a  gang  of  200,  are  fuf- 
ficient  to  cultivate  zoo  acres  to  be  cut  for  fugar ; 
but  to  a  plantation  of  zoo  acres  which  are  under  fu> 
gar  and  provifion,  and  in  which  only  half  part  of  the 
lugar  land  may  be  annually  planted.  No  portion  of 
the  200  acres  are  appropriated  to  provifions,  which 
are  occalionally  planted  in  all.  In  cane  land,  corn  i| 
often  planted  in  the  rows,  and  gathered  when  tho 
canes  are  young ,  and  preparatory  to  canes,  yamsp,  na, 
and'eddoes  are  often  planted.  The  planteri  are  far 
tisfied  in  the  ceded  iflands,  if  200  negroes  cultivate 
u  much  land  as  yields  them  from  i$o  to  aoo  calks 
of  fugar  of  about  1 200  cwt. 

lo  general,  there  are  not  rooms  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  lying-in  women  in  the  W.  Indies ;  the 
Women  prefer  their  ows  houfes ;  when  he  had  ones 
pcrfuaded  them  to  try  the  provifion  he  made  for 
them  of  this  fort,  and  experienced  the  advantage  ta 
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1790.  thcmfelves  and  children,  they  afterwards  were  well 
Put  11.  pleafed  to  come  to  the  rooms. 

'  For  a  considerable  time,  the  negroes  born  on  an 
eftalc  of  Sir  William  Young's,  exceeded  thofe  pur- 
chafed,  but  then  fell  off,  and  he  believes  thej  h&ve 
decreafed.  An  eftate  of  Mr.  Blizzard,  who  followed 
Mr.  Carlille's  plan,  increafed  in  Antigua;  in  fol- 
lowing this,  the  witnefs  failed  of  fuccefs  himfclf.— 
Several  eftates  on  the  increafe  have,  from  epidemical 
diforders,  been  reduced  to  the  want  of  fupplies  to 
keep  up  this  number. 
1*.  iw.  Where  the  number  is  kept  up  by  births,  if  five 
'able  negroes  die,  the  birth  often  children  does  not 
fupply  their  room  within  ten  or  eleven  years ,  to 
which  add  near  25  per  cent,  for  the  dlminiihed  la< 
bour  of  pregnant  women  and  mothers,  and  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  replace  the  five  able  negroes  by  pur- 
chafing  others  in  their  room.  (The  work  of  the 
young  is  not  the  fame  with  that  of  the  adult  able  ne* 
groes,  though  equivalent  to  it,  p.  132.) 

In  the  ceded  iilands,  the  negroes  were  forced  to 
clejfr  the  ground  for  themfclves ;  they  prefer  oew 
ground,  and  when  fome  years  cultivated,  requcft  to 
have  it  changed.  He  helped  them  ufually  with  the 
gang  in  clearing. 

Scarcity  is  much  more  decidedly  known  in  the  co- 
lonies than  in  any  kingdom  in  h.urope ;  the  mafter 
is  the  fole  judge  when  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
provifions  from  his  eflate. 

Runaway  negroes  arc  in  general  fcverely  puniflied. 
^/p,  i^f  On  his  own  eftates,  and  thofe  under  his  care,  he 
'thinks  himfelf  particularly  fuccefsfu)  in  preventing 
the  lofs of  children  by  the  locked  jaw.  His  neigh- 
bours arc  equally  fucsefsful  in  other  inftances,  mak- 
ing the  happincfs  and  comfort  of  their  negroes  their 
principal  care. 

The  negroes  had  no  prejudices  in  this  refpeft  which 
could  not  yield  to  the  reafoning  and  entreaties  of 
thofe  they  have  a  good  opinion  of,  and  think  folici- 
tous  for  their  welfare. 

Some 


Same  land  ranoons  longer  than  other  ;    frequent   1790. 
replanting  is  preferable.  Part-^. 

The  ceded  iflands  will  therefore  require  an  addi-  •— v"^. 
tional  number  of  flaves  to  eontinue  the  cultivation  of 
land  already  cultivated^  without  cultivating  any  new 
lands. 

The   negroes  prefer  carrying  burdens  dn  their 
heads ;  they  would  not  ufe  wheelbarrowsi  which  were  F^  ijti 
imported  for  them  1  they  even  put  them  On  their 
heads. 

Between  1779  and  the  capture  of  Tobago^  he  be- 
lieves but  few  flaves  were  imported  into  that  ifland, 
and  none  thenceforward  tilt  after  the  peace^  but  can- 
not fpeak  with  precifion.  During  the  war,  he  be- 
lieves there  was  a  con&derable  diminutioni 

The  age  at  which  a  negro,  born  on  the  plantatioiii 
Ibould  be  put  to  holing,  depends  on  conftitution. — 
Young  men,  as  foon  as  able,  defire  to  be  put  into 
the  holing  gang  ;  from  16  to  18  he  thinks  the  time 
when  they  are  willing  and  defirous  of  being  employed 
ID  the  hardeft  work  of  the  plantation.     It  will  take  , 

16  years  to  acquFre  Itrength  to  undergo  the  harder  "•  *33' 
d^rees  of  6eld  labour,  as  holing,  turning  dung,  Sec. 
which  pleafe  the  able  negroes  more  than  lighter 
works;  they  generally  perform  thefe  finging,  pecu- 
liar to  negroes,  and  a  proof  of  their  not  coniidering 
cv«>  that  labour  as  feverei 


Witnefs  examined  —  Sir  Ashtoh  Warner  Byamj 
His  Majefty's  Attorney  General  for  Grenada  and 
its  dependencies! 

Lived  in  Antigua  from  1765  to  1770,  when  he  P.  97. 
WTOt  to'Sti  Vincent,  bought  an  edate,  and  lived  till 
1774,  when  be  went  and  re6ded  as  Solicitor  General 
at  Grenada  till  iu  capture  in  1779;  lived  the  reft  of 

Numb.  a.  F  the 
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1790,  the  war  in  St.  Vincent,  Tobago,  and  Antigua.  From 
•Part  II.  1783  till  June  1789  rcfided^  as  Attorney  General,  at 
'^■V^  Grenada. 

Owns  no  land  now  in  the  W.  Indies  but  an  un- 
cleared traft  in  Dotnintca ;  never  intends  to  fettle. 
The  land  he  firft  bough:  was  French  IcafchoW,  the 
other  lands  contiguous,  from  the  Crown. 
P.  9S.  He  found,  to  his  coft,  a  continual  importation  of 
flaves  to  keep  up  the  ftock,  abfolutely  neceflary; 
and  he  fliould  conceive  it  to  be  fo,  from  24  years', 
■  experience.  Every  increafed  quantity  of  land,  new 
or  old,  will  require  an  addition  of  negroes.  Could 
he  have  forefecn  that  the  flave  trade  would  be  abo- 
liihed,  he  would  not  have  bought  land  either  in  the 
old  or  new  iflands.  Much  land  is  uncleared  in  the 
ceded  iflands. 

SIa\Ts  being  property,  are  fettled  on  marriages, 
and  are  the  objcfts  of  mortgage.  In  fuch  writings 
he  has  known  covenants  to  keep  up  the  precife  num- 
ber of  flaves,  but  they  are  not  uniformly  inferted  ; 
but  in  leafes  fuch  a  covenant  is  almoft  always  in- 
fcTied.  Is  fatisfied  fuch  covenant  could  not  be  ful- 
filled, without  buying  flaves,  beyond  what  the  po- 
pulation would  give.  This,  as  far  as  it  goes,  would 
be  ruinous  to  the  families  concerned. 
P.  99.  He  believes  the  trials  of  flavea  vary  in  the  iflands. 
In  Grenada,  a  flave  is  triable  before  one  magiftrate 
for  fniall  offences;  for  capital  crimes,  before  two  or 
more,  one  being  of  the  quorum.  Since  he  left  the 
ifland,  he  undcrftands  a  law  has  paflTcd,  taken  from 
the  Antigua  pradVice,  by  which  ^  or  more  freehol- 
ders are  to  be  called  in  by  the  magiftratcs  as  jurors  or 
afl'wrots. 

Compared  with  the  punifliments  in  England  on  the 
fame  offences,  he  thinks  the  criminal  flave  laws  far 
from  fevere. 

Whipping  and  confinement  are  the  only  punifli- 
ments, by  the  mailer  or  manager,  which  are  confi- 
•  dcred  as  legal.     The  quantity  of  puniftiment  will 
undoubtedly  vary  with  the  mailer's  difpofition;  but 
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ftiy  abufe  of  the  mafter's  power  was  always  confi-    1790. 
dercd  punifliable  by  indictment  or  information,  (fee  Part  II, 
p.  118.)     If  fucb  abufe  was  frequent,  he  never  knew  ^    y * 
It :  aod>  confidering  the  nature  of  the  niafter's  power, 
and  the  variety  of  perfons  who  may  acquire  it,  he  P.  100 
has  always  thought  abufes  of  it  not  more  frequent 
than  fimilar   abufes  of  power  in   England.     (The 
flave's  comfort,  in  this  refpeA,  depends  as  much  on 
his  owner's  temper,  as  that  of  the  Engllfh  appren- 
tice docs  on  his  mailer's  temper,  p.  119O     Thinks 
the  comfort  of  the  apprentice  and  the  Adve  depends 
on  the  temper  of  their  rcfpcftive  matters,  not  exadt- 
iy  in  the  fame  proportion,  p.  125.)     In  the  few  cafes 
where  he  has  had  occafion  to  profccute  for  fuch 
abufes  in  their  Court  of  King's  Bench,  Court  and 
Juries  always  appeared  defirous  of  feeing  the  offen- 
ders brought  to  exemplary  punifhment. 

In  general,  thinks  the  W.  India  laws  fufficient  to 
protcn  (laves  in  life  and  limb ;  though  he  has  no 
doubt  fome  may  efcape  who  have  abufed  their  power 
over  their  flaves.  When  he  was  Solicitor  General, 
in  1775  or  1776,  a  white  man  was  executed  for  mur- 
dering a  flave,  either  his,  or  in  his  fervice.  A  mo- 
tion in  arreft  of  judgment  was  matk-,  on  the  ground 
that  the  culprit  ought  not  to  fuffer  death  for  killing 
a  flave  ;  and  a  contrary  praAice  having  fubfifted  in 
fbme  of  the  old  iflands,  the  prifon(;r  had  counfcl, 
and  the  point-was  folcmnly  argued  ;  after  which  the 
Court  decided,  he  thinks,  unanimoufly,  that  it  was 
no  ground  for  arreft  of  judgment,  and  fentcnce  was 
palled.  Lawyers  hardly  had  any  doubt  about  it ;  p.  loi. 
and  he  confidered  the  Court's  having  it  argued  as  a  ' 
tenderncfs  to  the  prifoner,  and  to  remove  any  fuch 
doubt.  Believes,  fince-  then,  no  one  has  doubted 
that  a  criminal  would  fuffer  for  the  murder  of  a  Have 
exatlly  as  for  that  of  a  free  perfon. 

On  his  eftate,  and  all  others  he  faw.  Haves  were  at 

their  Held  work  by  daybreak ;  but  nurfing  women 

had  always  an  hour  or  i|  hour  beyond  chat  time. 

With  i  tiour  for  breakfaft,  and  2  hours  reft  in  their 

F  2  houfcs 


44 


W.  Indies,  Btam. 


i^QO,   houfes  at  noon,  they  wrought  till  the  clofe  of  day. 

Part  IT.  They  then  threw  grafs  to  the  ftock,  and  went  home 

^yl  for  the  night.  In  crop  they  work  later ;  and,  on 
fome  eftates,  the  work  then  goes  on  all  night  and  all 
day,  by  fpells,  both  of  white  fervants  and  flaves. 
As  far  as  interruption  of  reft,  and  number  of  work- 
ing hours,  arc  concerned,  the  crop  is  doubrlefs  the 
fcafon  of  fevereft  labour.  Negro  boilers  and  fire- 
men bear  a  heat,  without  fuffcring,  which  to  white 

p.  loz.  men  would  be  intolerable.  It  is  univcrfally  re- 
marked, chat  the  negroes  are  moft  healthy  and  cheer- 
ful in  crop. 

The  only  mode  he  knows  of  preparing  cane-land 
'  is  by  holing,  which  is  certainly  haider  than  moll 
other  works ;  but  it  is  only  done  by  the  ableft  ne- 
groes, and  is  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  yearly  labour. 
To  an  able  negro  he  thinks  it  cannot  be  called  fevere. 
He  has  often  feen  negro  women  boalt  of  holing 
quicker  than  men.  When  holing,  the  men  have 
grog,  and  the  women  fugar  and  water,  and  work 
not  only  without  repining,  but  finging  cheerfully. 
On  other  eflates,  holers  may  have  extra  food ;  but 
does  not  think  his  had,  or  defired  it.  (Thinks  ho- 
ling and  dunging,  if  conftant,  would  be  harder  work 
than  he  fhould  with  to  put  negroes  to,  p.  124.) 

labour  is  mod  certainly  proportioned  to  the  age 
and  ftrength  of  negroes ;  but  he  thinks  the  fex 
makes  no  difference  in  field-work.  General  pra&ice 
for  invalids,  and  women  fome  months  gene  with 
child,  to  be  put  to  flight  work,  as  weeding,  &c., 
as  much  for  their  health  as  for  the  work. 

P.  103.  Conjcflures  that  fome  works  in  England  muft  be 
fevercr  than  any  done  by  the  flaves. 

In  the  firft  fettlement  of  St.  Vincent  the  flavea 
were  fed,  at  a  heavy  cxpence,  with  grain  in  large 
quantities;  but,  after  his  flaves  had  completed  their 
provifion  grounds,  they  voluntarily  offered  to  give 
up  all  their  provifions,  except  fait  ones,  for  Satur- 
day afternoon,  out  of  crop;  afterwards  grain  was 
only  given  to  invalids  and  nurfing  women..  Id  St. 
3  Vinceo; 
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Vincent  and  Grenada  the  flaves'  grounds  arc  fuch  as   1790. 
not  10  require  much   imported    food,    except    in  part  it. 
droughts,  when  they  have  weekly  8  to  lo  meafures  ^— y— ' 
(knows  not  whether  pints  or  quarts)  of  grain,  with 
8,  10,  or  12  herrings,  according  to  the  fizc,  or  an 
equivalent  in  fait  meat,  and  beef,  pork,  and  flour, 
at  Cbriftmas.     The  allowance  is  ample  for  any  fiave 
that  will  work  even  a  few  hours  in  his  ground.     If  a 
flave  fall  off,  it  is  ufual  ro  view  his  grounds.     If  in- 
dolent and  incorrigible,  he  is  fed  by  the  maftcr. 

He  gave  children  no  fixed  allowance  of  grain,  but 
direded  the  mothers,  when  they  aiked  help,  to  be 
amply  fupplied,  according  to  their  families.  His, 
and  he  thinks  the  general  cuftom,  was,  to  give  the 
mothers  i  allowance  of  fait  food  for  children  under 
the  age  of  8  or  10.  He  bad  no  pot-gang ;  but  has 
heard  of  them,  and  that  they  confifted  of  negroes 
inattentive  to  the  providing  and  drefling  of  their 
food.  He  ufualiy  gave  fuch  in  charge  to  feme  trufty 
negro  to  fee  him  fed.  He  thinks  this  is  the  uniform 
pradice  where  there  is  no  pot-gang,  unlefs  among 
the  French,  in  our  iflands,  who,  he  believes,  often 
take  improvident  flaves  into  their  kitchens,  or  feed 
them  from  their  tables.  But,  without  fonie  fuch  re- 
gulations, many  flaves  would  undoubtedly  perifti. 

By  the  late  Grenada  a£t,  proprietors  are  obliged  to 
allot  land  to  theirflaves,  and  guardians  are  appointed 
to  InfpcA  each  cftate's  provifion  grounds. 

Saturday  afternoon,  out  of  crop,  and  all  Sunday,  p^  m^^ 
the  whole  year,  were  very  generally  allowed  for 
working  fuch  grounds ;  and  he  thinks  the  faid  a£b 
has  fixed  it  from  12  o'clock  otiSaturday.  Thistime 
is  fufficient  not  only  for  railing  the  neccflary  food, 
but  alfo  for  the  ilavc's  carrying  to  market  his  furplos 
provifions  and  his  poultry,  &c.  Negroes  have  ufu- 
aliy furplus  produce,  except  perhaps  a  very  few  idle 
ODes,  probably  in  all  gangs.  He  reeoUcds  no  in- 
flance  of  a  matter  interfering  with  the  property  bis 
ilave  has  acquired  by  felling  fuch  furplus.  Cannot 
Kmembcr  particular  inflances  and  fiuns ;  but  firom 

the 
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1790.  theSundayctoathing  of  induftrious  Haves,  and  their 

Pari  11.  comfortable  furniture,  has  no  doubt  many  acquire 

*— V— '  and  {pcnA  yearly  at  leaft  from  lol.  to  zol.  fterling, 

P.  106.  which  ihey  lay  out  openly  on  luxuries  and  comforts. 

He  knows  of  no  reftraint,  except  in  rutn.     (He 

fpeaks  of  field  negroes,  for  he  has  no  doubt  that 

many  tradefmen  acquire  and  difpofe  of  double  that 

fum,  p.  120.) 

He  has  known  many  fuch  flaves  buy  their  free- 
dom, and  generally  for  higher  prices  than  be  lhoul4 
have  valued  them  at,  (Can't  certainly  fay  if  they 
were  field  flavcs ;  but  is  fure  that  i  or  2  who  applied 
to  him  on  the  fubje<S  had  been,  or  were  field  nc,- 
grocsj  when  their  mailers  allowed  them  to  provide 
for  their  freedom,  p.  1 20.) 

Slaves  near  the  towns  felt  grals  every  evening,  and 
vegetables  on  Sundays,  for  their  own  benefit ;  but  on 
other  days  it  is  purcbafed  of  Haves  feat  in  by  the  pro* 
prietors  of  gardens  to  be  fold  for  their  matter's  be- 
nefit. 

Believes  King's  Ihlps  and  merchantmen  are  chiefly 
fupplied  with  vegetables,  poultry,  &c.,  by  negroes, 
on  their  own  account. 

Negroes*  cloatbing  varies,  in  quantity  and  kind, 
with  the  matter's  difpofitian;  but  lately,  in  Grenada, 
the  minimum  has  been  fixed  by  law.  This,  he  dares 
fay,  is  fufBcient ;  but  recollefts  not  what  it  is.  But 
moft  negroes  have  much  more  cloaths  than  the  maf- 
K\  allows.  (Field  negroes'  cloaihing  is  generally 
fent  from  heace  ready  made ;  but  their  finer  cloaths 
are  bought  ready  made  in  the  ifland,  or  made  by 
themfclvcs.or  perfons  they  employ,  p.  127.) 
P.  107.  Negroes'  houfes  are  wattled  and  daubed,  and  co- 
vered with  cane-tops.  But  tradclhien  and  other 
chief  negroes  ufually  contrive  to  get  wooden  houfes. 
The  negro  houfes  are  quitt  wind  and  water  tight ; 
but  ufually  made  much  hotter  than  whites  coutd 
bear.  Slaves  generally  bear  a  heat  that  furprifes  Eu- 
ropeans. Cold  afl'edts  them  fcvercly.  Has  often 
known  tbem  balk  ia  the  fun  when  hotter  than  he 
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could  bear  for  a  feir  minutes.  It  is  ufual  to  allow  a  1790. 
-negro,  witb'2  or  3  others,  time  to  build  his  houfe.  Fart.II. 
He  ufually  brought  home  the  materials  for  him.         "-yr^ 

'Every  ^late  has  a  hofpital.     A  furgeon  vilits  the 
flaves  twice  a  week,  or  oftener  if  required.    One  or 
■more  nurfea  attend  the  fick.     The  owner  -  provides 
wine  and  other  comforts  recommended  by  the  fur- 
geon.    It  is  ufual  to  keep  convalefcents  about  the 
houfe  or  kitchen,  to  be  better  fed  than  ufual.     Ne- 
groes generally  difltke  going  .into  the  hofpital;  but 
the  praftice  of  alioiving  the  fick  to  ftay  in  their  oitfo 
boufes  is  attended  with  fome  danger.     Never  allow- P.  10& 
ed  any  to  do  fo  but  trufty  negroes,  or  lying-in  wo-  ■ 
men.     His  furgeon,  beiides  the  yearly  fum  of  los.    . 
for  each  Have,  was  paid  for  features,  &c.,  and  had 
201.  for  each  inoculation. 

He  remembers  no  ill  cfFeft  from  allowing  the  wo- 
men to  lye-in  in  their  houfes.  He  was  more  fortu- 
nate than  mcKt  people  in  rearing  negro  children. 
Some  months  before  his  women  expedted  to  lyc-in 
they  were  put  to  light  work  ;  but  this  period  varivs  - 
with  appearances ;  lo  that  fometimes  a  negro  woman 
is  not  delivered  till  2  or  3  months  after  (he  has  pre- 
tended to  cxpeifl  it.  Inftances  may  have  occurred  of  p.  loo. 
pregnant  women  being  puniflied ;  but  he  fliould 
think  very  earlv  in  their  pregnancy,  or  perhaps  be- 
fore it  was  known.  Confinement  would  be  i'ubfti- 
tuted  where  fhe  was  evidently  pregnant. 

Thinks  there  are  local  laws  providing  for  old,  dif- 
ablcd  negroes ;  but  he  ihould  think  that  fufFcring 
them  to  bfp;  about  would  be  cognizable,  as  a  mifde- 
meanor,  independent  of  any  pofirive  law.  Thinks 
they  are,  in  general,  properly  taken  care  of. 

The  women,  on  all  the  cflates  he  knew,  were  al- 
lowed to  lye-in  in  their  own  houfes,  and  fuch  negro 
women  as  they  wilhcd  were  ufually  allowed  to  ftay 
with  them  the  firft  5  or  6  days.  She  had  candles, 
flour,  wine,  and  any  other  things  recommended. 
With  him,  and  many  others,  they  were  not  cxpeifted 
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1790.  to  work  till  a  month  after  delivery,  A  fufficienof 
Fart  II.  of  old  linen  is  provided  for  the  infants.  It  is  gene- 
w^v^rf  rally  remarked  that  i  the  children  die  under  2  years, 
P.  1 10.  and  moft  of  that  {  the  firft  9  days,  from  the  jaw-fall. 
If  they  furvivc  that,  they  fecm  pretty  healthy  while 
fucking.  Some  time  after  weaning  they  very  often 
have  worpis,  which  he  has  known  very  fatal.  Chil- 
dren, as  well  as  adults,  have  alfo  yaws,  which  im* 
mediately,  or  in  their  cffefts,  are  very  fatal.  Flures, 
though  not  very  peculiar  to  negroes,  are  a  great  caufc 
of  mortality,  and  baffle  the  ablefl:  phyficians,  as  they 
have  often  told  him.  Epidemics  are  frequent  in  the 
W.  Indies ;  but  he  does  not  know  they  are  peculiar 
to  adults.  Vcnereals  are  common,  and  he  thinka 
tend  to  leflen  population.  Small-pox,  mealies, 
chicken-pox,  dyfcnteries,  and  lately  the  liver  com- 
plaint, affe^  yoi^iig  ^nd  old,  and  very  often  are  fatal 
to  many,  efpecially  the  putrid  flux,  of  which  he  has 
known  feveral  examples. 

Few  hurricanes  happen  without  the  lofs  of  feveral 
lives.  Their  efFefts  are  fatal,  by  deftroying  the  ne- 
groes' houfes  and  provilion  grounds. 

The  annual  lols  of  negroes  varies  greatly.  Of 
*ioo  and  odd  ilaves  of  his  own,  he  has  more  than 
once  not  loll  one  adutt  in  a  year.  In  other  years  be 
has  loft  5,  6,  and  7.  He  fhould  fuppofe  from  3  to  4 
per  cent,  might  be  about  the  average  lofs,  even  on  a 
fettled  eftate.  In  the  18  years  that  he  owned  flaves, 
though  he  had  what  was  thought  a  very  good  propor- 
tion of  births  for  his  number  of  breeding  women, 
and  reared  more  children  ihan  his  neighbours,  (and 
mothers  and  children  had  every  indulgence  and  at- 
tention, p.  112)  he  was  obliged,  every  2  or  3  years, 
to  buy  new  negroes,  or  fcafoned  ones,  from  the  other 
illands. 

Ventures  to  fay,  that  on  his  eftate  difeafes  were 
lelTened,  as  far  as  polTible,  by  human  ikill ;  he  con- 
cludes that,  from  humanity  and  intercft,  all  other 
proprietors  purfued  the  fame  conduft. 

He 
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He  always  thought  promifcuous  intercourfc,  the  1790. 
early  profticution  of  females,  and  the  abufe  of  rum.  Fart  U. 
as  the  chief  obflru&ions  to  population  ;  he  adds  the  *  v'  * 
too  long  fuckling  of  children,  which  he  knows  the  P«  ii** 
negro  women  are  fond  of,  though  againft  the  opi- 
nion of  medical  men.  Hence,  they  feldom  have  a 
fecond  child  in  lefs  than  two  years. 

He  never  had  an  idea  that  the  treatment  or  labour 
of  flaves  was  fuch  as  to  interfere  at  all  with  popu- 
lation. 

It  is  moft  clearly  impoffible  for  Europeans  to  cul* 
tivate  W.  India  lands  ;  and  a  free  negro  never  was 
known  to  hire  himfelf  for  any  kind  of  field-work.— 
Europeans  may  do  carpenter's  or  other  work,  under 
cover. 

Thinks  cattle  are  now  ufed  as  much  as  they  can  P.  113. 
be  in  W.  Indian  cultivation  ;  and  that  the  prefent  im- 
plements are  perfciSly  fit  for  the  work,  and  adroitly 
ufed  by  the  negroes.  The  plough  has  been  much 
talked  of :  he  knew  2  or  3  very  zealous  for  it,  who 
tried  it  in  Antigua  and  St.  Vincent,  but  were  loon 
obliged  to  abandon  it.  (Even  if  the  plough  could 
be  more  generally  ufed,  as  he  thinks  it  could  not  to 
advantage,  fo  many  flaves  are  requifite  in  crop,  that 
bethinks  its  ufe  would  not  make  fewer  hands  necef- 
faryon  an  efl:ate,  p.  127.) 

He  hardly  remembers  any  importation  of  negroes 
into  St.  Vincent,  Tobago,  Grenada,  and  Antigua,  in 
the  war.  Hence,  in  Grenadajinfteadofgoor  31,000, 
the  number  of  flaves  before  the  capture,  the  firfl.  re- 
turn, after  the  reftitution,  in  about  5  years,  he  thinks 
exceeded  not  27  or  28,000;  but  cannot  be  accurate. 
He  believes,  the  negroes  then  decrcafed  in  the  other 
iflands  named. . 

It  depends  on  the  foil,  whether  it  is  advantageous 
to  rattoon,  or  re-planr,  canes.  In  Grenada,  where 
the  foil  is  ftronger,  there  is  much  more  rattooning 
than  in  St.  Vincent ;  but  generally,  in  both,  they  P.  n^ 
now  rattoon  to  a  2d  or  3d  year.  Formerly,  in  Gre- 
nada there  were  ratcoon-canes  above  20  years  old. — 
Numb.  2.  G  T\iC 
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1 790.  Tbe  Dumber  of  flaves  oeceffiiry  for  an  eftate,  varies 

Fart  II.  with  the  foil,  pofition,  &c.    Rattoonmg  lefleot  th«- 

^   yV  land  to  be  holed,  but  increafcs  the  acres  to  be  cut  ia 

crop.     Many  eftates  have  moft  of  their  holing  dons 

by  talk -gangs  ;  fo  that  he  thinks  rattooning  does  not- 

unavoidably  lefTen  the  number  of  negroes  oeceHary. 

It  is  certainly  the  planter's  imereft  to  keep  up  the 
Haves  by  breeding,  if  poffible.  Has  known  people 
think  differently  on  the  value  of  new  negroes  aod 
Creoles.  A  feafoned  (lave,  though  more  fenfible^  i» 
thought  more  apt  to  be  ill-difpofed,  and  a  young, 
healthy,  new  negro,  near  as  valuable  as  a  feafoura 
one  not  brought  up  by  thcmfclves.  But  for  a  flave 
which,  if  nen^,  he  would  give  jol.  fterl.  he  would* 
if  feafoned,  and  not  of  bad  charadter,  give  70I.  fterU 
Probably,  moft  of  the  negro  tradefmen  are  Creoles, 
and  are  the  moft  valuable.  He  looks  on  an  African, 
bought  young,  and  feafoned  by  7  or  8  years  work  in 
the  W.  Indies,  full  as  valuable  for  field-work  as  a 
Creole;  but  others  think  differently.     P.  117. 

Were  it  poflible  to  keep  up  the  flaves  by  breedirw, 
15  or  zo  years  muft  elapfe  before  thofe  born  could  be 
P.  ii_5.  fit  for  field-work.  In  that  period,  the  working  ne- 
groes muft,  in  the  courfe  of  things,  be  diminished 
near  |. 

He  heard  of  a  Frenchman  who  lived  long  ago  in 
Grenada,  pretending  that  it  was  his  intercft  to  ex- 
hauft  his  Haves  by  labour  in  a  few  years;  but  it  was 
always  mentioned  as  a  fingular  abfurdity,  and  he  is 
fure  no  planter  ads  on  a  maxim  fo  horrid. 

He  always  heard  feverity  deemed  a  reproach  tp 
a  manager,  and  as  likely  to  preclude  him  from  em- 
ployment. 

Induftrious  ftaves  are  happily  (ituated,  and  they 
appear  perfeftly  coptented. 

He  was  well  informed  of  a  flave  who  accidentally 
loft  i  his  font,  and  was  fent  by  his  mafter  to  the  part 
of  Africa  whence  he  came,  and  found  many  rela- 
tions; but  the  flave  refufcd  to  ftay,  returned  10 
Grenada,  and  continued,  as  a  flave,  with  his  mafler. 

Can 
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Can  now  State  all  the  circamftances  with  certainty ;    1790. 
thinks  it  mufl  hive  been  before  1 779.  Part  11, 

He  fcruples  not  to  give  his  opinion,  that  flaves,  *  v  * 
in  g^ner3l,  have  fewer  wants  unlatisBcd,  enjoy  more  P*  ^'6» 
comforts,  and  are  freer  from  fear  of  want,  than  the 
Eligliih  labourers,  and  not  having  thofe  ideas  which 
iftKild  mak£  tbeir  ftate  intolerable  to  Britons,  do  not 
feel  the  pain  people  art  apt  to  think,  from  their  de- 
gradation in  fociety. 

Beide*  leflening  their  comfort,  by  increafing  their 
labour,  he  concludes,  from  obfcrvation,  that  as  no- 
thmg  phafes  Haves  more  than  new  negroes  coming  to 
an  euate,  fo,  if  the  fupply  was  long  (topped,  they 
muld  grow  difcontented,  probably  mutinous.  The 
ftport  of  the  abolition  had  reached  the  iflands  before 
he  left  them,  and  gave  great  uneafinefs  to  all  per- 
fbns  there,  and,  he  fuppofes,  raifed  the  price  of 
flares.  The  fear  of  the  efTcdis  likely  to  folloiv  the 
Abolition,  was  one  caufe  of  his  felling  his  Haves  when 
he  fold  his  land. 

As  many  cllates  are  cultivated  by  money  borrowed?.  117. 
on  the  credit  derived  from  the  Haves,   he  thinks 
fuch  credit  will  be  hurt  by  the  abolition,  and,   of 
ctMirfe,    the  means  of  cultivating  fuch  eftates  de- 
flroyed. 

Thinks,  while  new  Haves  can  be  had,  at  almoft  any 
price,  they  will  be  fmuggied  into  the  iflands,  in 
fpite  of  every  regulation  likely  to  be  adopted. 

He  knows  of  no  other  inftance  than  the  one  he  has 
mentioned,  of  a  freeman  having  been  executed  for 
flave-murder;  nor  has  he  heard,  in  Grenada,  where 
he  has  lived  almoft  entirely  flnce  it  happened,  (in 
1775  or  6)  of  any  other  murder  of  a  (lave  by  a  free 
perfon.  The  man  fo  executed  was  an  underling  in  P.  118. 
the  Marihal's  office,  an  obfcure,  illiterate  man. — 
Remembers  nothing  of  this  chara<^er  ;  but  that  Mr. 
Porteous,  the  Marlbal,  handfomeiy  feed  one  or 
more  counfel  to  argue  in  arreft  of  the  judgement. — 
Thinks  that  the  flave  murdered  was  a  woman  hired 
by  the  prilbncr,  who,  having  difobeycd  him,  here> 
G  2  proved 
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1790.  proved  her;  that  fhe  gavo  him  fome  abufe ;  that,  iq 
Fart  II.  his  paffion,  he  fiabbed  her,  as  was  flated,  he  thiidts, 
'    '^  ''  partly  by  the  deceafed  and  by  the  prifoner's  coafci- 

fion ;  but  he  cannot  fpeak  with  certainty. 
P.  119.  Slaves  are  hired  by  the  day,  month,  year,  or 
years.  The  price  varies  accordingly,  and  as  the 
renter  is  bound,  or  not,  to  make  good  the  Cave's 
value.  Thinks  about  is.  9id.  the  prevailing  daily 
hire.  He  has  known  flaves  hired  by  year,  at  lol. 
per  cent,  on  their  value,  (the  hirer  maimainrng 
them,  p.  1  z6)  but  much  more  has  been  given,  ac- 
cording to  the  party's  neceffities,  and  the  difficulty 
of  getting  ikves. 

Thinks  the  maintenance  of  his  flaves  in  St.  Vin- 
cent, exclulive  of  provifion-grounds,  was  7I.  or  81. 
fieri,  for  each  man,  woman,  or  child  above  12;  and 
perhaps  s  as  much  for  a  child  under  that  age. 
P.  120.  Certainly,  far  more  domeftics  are  kept  in  a  Weft 
Indian  than  a  Britilh  family  of  the  fame  rank  ;  and 
this"  prevails  much  more  among  the  French  in  our 
iflands  than  among  Eoglifli  planters.  He  doubts 
not  that  an  Engliih  family  is  better  ferved  by  2  or 
3,  than  they  by  8  or  10  fervants. 

Thinks  he  had  40  and  odd  men,  30  and  odd  wo- 
men, and  30  and  odd  children,  when  he  fold  his 
flaves  at  St.  Vincent. 
P.  121.  The  only  efforts  to  inftruft  the  flaves,  worth  men- 
tion, as  far  as  he  favv,  were  thofe  of  the  Moravians 
in  Antigua,  but  he  did  not  live  there,  and  only  learnt 
from  thofe  who  did,  that  they  thought  the  Mora- 
vians had  confiderably  improved  the  llavcs. 

A  free  negro's  comfort  depends  on  his  ability  to 
provide    for  himfelf  and  family.      Many,  in  Gre- 
nada, live  well ;  others,  he  thinks,  have  only  a  bare 
P.  122.  fuhfilleiice  ;    but  thinks,    in  general,  their  fituation 
mav  he  full   as  comfortable  as  that  of  flaves. 

Diuughts  arc  more  frequent  and  longer  in  the  old, 
than  the  ceded  iflands  ;  hence  the  planters  in  the  latter 
can  feed  their  flaves  better  than  thofe  in  the  former,  lb 
far  as  relates  to  provifion  grounds.     Were  not  the 

trade 
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trade  with  N.  America  reftrtifted,  no  doubt  more  1790. 
negro  provifions  would  be  imported  into  the  iflands.  Part  IT. 
The  number  of  domeftics  varies  with  the  planter's  y  ^-  ^ 
family  and  difpofition.  Recone6:s  no  cafe  where  he 
thought  extra  domeftics  were  kept  as  a  mark  of  fa- 
perior  ftate.  But  the  thin^  is  much  lamented  bjr 
all.  Yet,  on  confidering  his  own  cafe,  and  fome**  '*3* 
others,  he  never  found  he  could  well  fpare  any  one 
ilave  he  employed.  Thinks  the  true  caufe  of  more 
domeftics  being  kept  in  the  W.  Indies  is,  becaufe  it 
is  not  cafy  to  get  a  negro  fervant  fo  handy  as  a  good 
Englilh  one.  Believes  no  planter  would  buy,  for  the 
field,  a  negro  whd  had  been  long  a  domeflic.  When 
a  man  happens  to  fell  a  houfe  negro,  it  is  ufual  to 
let  him  chufe  a  matter  who  will  not  put  him  into  the 
'  field  ;  and  this  from  humanity,  left  he  might  be 
put  to  harder  labour  than  he  had  been  ufed  to.  He 
believes  planters  would  rather  buy  new  negroes,  than 
domeftics,  for  field-work.  (Houfe-flaves,  though 
numerous  for  the  ufe,  would  be  fo  fmall  an  addition 
to  working  gangs,  and  are  fo  unwilling  and  unfit  for 
field-work,  that  he  fhould  think  that  refource  almoft 
I    nothing.     P.  127.) 

The  weight  of  bafkets  of  dung  varies  probably  on  P.  114. 
eftates,  and  muft  vary  with  the  ftate  of  the  dung; 
but  it  is  fo  eafy  to  the  ilaves,  who  carry  that  and  all 
burdens  on  the  head,  that  he  has  pretty  generally 
feen  them  run  or  go  quickly  with  it.  He  does  not 
mean  that  the  Haves  would  voluntarily  and  conftantly 
ufe  that  pace ;  but  thinks  the  drivers  would  not  prac- 
tife  it,  if  found  unreafonable.  He  never  heard  flaves 
complain  of  dunging  ;  though  he  has  no  doubt  they 
would  prefer  any  lighter  work.  (Dung-baikets  may 
be  2  or  zf  feet  over  the  top,  fhelving  to  the  bottom, 
and  7  or  8  inches  deep,  p.  126.) 

In  the  ceded  iflands,  crop  lafts  from  the  ift  of 
Jan.  to  about  the  end  of  May  -,  after  which  the  rains 
ufuallyfall,  that  wou!d  interfere  with  fugar-making. 

IIq  Antigua,  crop  may  lafl  z  months  longer. 
2  In 
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1^90.      In  the  ceded  iflands,  the  land  is  holed  and  dunGnj 
^aft  li.  from  Sept.  to  Jan.  according  to  the  fiote  (^  other 
<  iiy^  work.     In  eftates  that  rattoon  long,  the  land  to  be 
p.  125.  opened  is  a  ftnall  proportion  of  the  whole.     Knom 
few  eftztes  well  enough  handed  to  do  all  their  boHng 
chemfelves.      Thinks,    generally  fpeaking,    negroei 
are  feldotn  holing  above  5  or  6  weeks,    and,  per- 
haps, as  ton^  dunging. 

Whites,  in  the  W.  Indies,  work  as  plumber^ 
mafons,  &c.  and  many  negroes  work  under  their  dj* 
region.  On  the  whole,  bethinks  the  labour  of  fift^ 
whites  not  fo  fevere  as  that  of  field  negroes.  Thft 
great  difference  is,  that  the  former  are  not  fo  cOd*- 
fiantjy  in  the  fun  as  the  latter.  They  do  not  f*  coq- 
itantly  work,  but  leave  it  occadonally  to  the  negtset 
imder  them. 

Thinks  planters  would  be  indifferent  whether  per- 
fons  hired  were  Hives  or  free,  if  the  hire  were  t«a- 
fenable ;  but  he  never  knew  free  negroes  lb  hired* 
Unlefs  it  were  to  be  frequent,  he  thinks  he  forefeet 
inconveniences  from  mixing  many  free  hired  perfons 
P.  iz6.amoi3gflave3.  Thinks  planters  would  prefer  having 
work  done  by  free  negroes,  if  it  could  be  done,  to 
maintaining  many  women,  children,  old  men,  and 
invalids  ;  and  that  it  would  be  much  cheaper,  unlefs 
the  price  of  free  negroes'  work  were  very  exorbi- 
tant. 

Taxes  are  raifed  differently  in  the  iflands.  He 
remembers  one  or  more  inftances  of  a  poll-tax  on 
ilaves  of  all  ages,  though  a  contrary  pra&ice  had  pre- 
vailed during  the  French  Government.  A  poll-tax 
flill  exifts  in  Grenada  on  negro  failors  and  others  not 
employed  on  eftates,  to  make  their  owners  contri- 
bute, as  well  as  planters,  whofe  produce  is  taxed. — 
It  has  varied  from  iSs.  to  iz  or  14s.  cur.  per  head  { 
and,  bethinks,  taft  year,  flaves,  under  lo  or  iz 
years  old,  were  excepted. 
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tip  rcfided  in  the  W.  Indies,  from  1754  to  1763.  p^  ^ 
%a  fiocc  foentabpuc  half  l^is  tin^e  tkpre.  Left  tho  *  ^^ 
W.  Indict  jime  1788.  In  1763,  he,  on  the  faith  of  p^  1-^^ 
Royal  PrQclamauons^  bopght  z  fugar  eftates,  Aqt 
thea  \  cleared,  inGreas^a,  with  above  300  n^oes, 
which:  cofl:  him  upward^  of  ^40000  fter.  Has  fincQ 
bought  14  properties,  in  the  new  lilands,  with  359. 
flftyes  ontnepi,  fome  fettled  in  part,  others  uncleared,, 
hut  fince  partly  cleared  and  fettled  by  him.  Can't  be 
cza&,  but  believes,  he  has  bought,  fince  1 763,  above 
1200  new  negroes,  to  put  on  his  properties;  and, 
fince  then,  has  fold  5  or  6  of  his.  purchafes,  with 
,  about  450  flavcs.  While  in  the  W.  Indies,  he  yearly 
^  vifited  the  other  (many  Englifti  and  feme  French) 
liUnds.  From  1766,  till  now,  has  had  from  500  to 
near  looo  ilaves :  Has  now  above  900  (more  than 
180  of  them  children,  p,  180)  Has  cultivated  fugar, 
cpjSee,  cocoa  and  cotton.  Journals  of  deaths,  births 
and  work  have  all  along  been  kept  on  his  eftates,  and 
fent  him. 

^  Thofe  who  know  theW.Indiaclimate  muftthink  the  p.  i^g, 
lands  can't  poffibly  be  cultivated  by  whites,  and  that 
the  manual  labour  neceffary  can  only  be  done  by  ne- 
groes. It  is  impoffible  to  keep  up  the  ftock  of  Ilaves 
by  births*  Would  not  have  bought  lands  in  the  Cedt^d 
Iflands,  had  he  conceived  the  fla.  trade  would  be 
abolifhed. 

Grenada  is  thought  to  contain  upwards  of  80000 
acres,  fome  of  which  has  been  in  fugar,  and  aban- 
doned for  want  of  negroes,  befidcs  as  much  granted, 
but  never  cleared,  fit  for  coffee,  &c.  (Much  land  in 
the  Ceded  Iflands  is  yet  uncleared,  p.  17b*-)  He  knows 
not  how  much  land  has  been  fold  in  St.  Vincent; 
but  believes  i  of  that  fold  is  not  cultivated ;  and  that 
J  of  the  land  fold  in  Dominique  is  not  cultivated. 
Both  thefe  illands  are  very  mountainous:  but,  inge-p,  ijy, 
i^ral,  all  that  is  fold  is  fit  for  fome  W.  India  produce. 

Has 
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1790.      Has  an  dlate  ia  Grenada,  near  the  fea,  of  320 

Put  II.acre9,  173  flaves,  has  long  made  250  to  300  hhdt. 

*---v*  It  is  ftrong  land  and  rattoons ;  (o  that  only  from  44 
to  30  acres  is  to  be  holed  yearly.  On  the  adjoining 
eftate,  farther  from  the  Tea,  of  450  acres  and  180  ne- 
groes, more  canes  are  cut  yearly,  yet  he  makes  not 
above  180  or  200  hhds.  On  the  next  adjoining  ef- 
tate,  of  460  acres  and  206  negroes,  he  makes  not 
above  180  or  zoo  hhds.  A  foot  of  cane  on  the  lower 
eftate  yields  as  much  as  i|  foot  on  the  upper;  and  he 
makes  3  hhds  on  the  former  with  lefs  work,  fewet 
and  carriage,  than  z  on  the  latter.  Thefe  fa<^  Jhew 
the  impoffibility  of  accurately  ftating  the  proportion 
of  negroes  to  acres,  or  hhds. 

P.  138.  Is  certain,  not  3  eftatcs  in  Grenada  are  fully  flaved, 
and  that  at  leaft  15000  more  flaves  would  be  necef- 
fary  fully  to  Have  the  lands  cleared,  and  fit  for  cul- 
tivation. Does  not  think  St.  Vincent,  to  cultivate  all 
the  cultivable  land,  above  |  flaved,  nor  Diminique 
i  flaved.  Believes  Grenada  and  its  iflands  contain 
33000  or  34000  flaves,  St.  Vincent  12000,  and  Do- 
minique 17000. 

A  gang  of  negroes  confifts  of  tradefnien,  boilers, 
field-negroes,  &c.  The  crop  is  from  January  or 
February,  to  June  or  July,  according  as  the  eftate  is 
flaved ;  if  underhanded  they  begin  foon.  Then  fbme 
tradefmen  work  at  their  trades,  others  help  to  take 
off  the  crop.  In  180  or  200  negroes,  there  are  com- 
monly 50  cutters  and  tiers,  20  or  25  carters  and  mule 
boys,  about  the  works  and  mill  from  30  to  40 ;  about 
the  works  from  i  j  to  zo,  watchmen,  &c.  about  15. 
Thefe,  from  12  to  15  years  old,  weed  canes, 
children  from  10  to  12  pick  grafs.  The  reft  arc 
fuperannuated,  fick,  or  infants.     When  crop  is  over, 

P.  130.  in  Grenada,  they  have  2  or  3  days  to  clear  and  put  ift 
order  their  gardens.  After  that  they  all  weed  rat- 
toons  and  plants  cill  the  middle  of  Auguft,  when 
many  of  the  ftrongeft  (40,  more  or  lefs)  go  to  holing, 
the  reft  ftill  weeding.  When  the  land  is  holed,  and 
the  dung  caned  out  by  mules  they,  carry  it  to  the 

holes 
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holes,  then  they  planr  I  he  land.  This,  with  making  1790. 
dung,  repairing  roads,  4nd  clearing  ilie  ell  itcs'  pro-  Part  11. 
vifion-grounds,  employed  ihe  fi>.ld-nrgroes,  out  of  "^ — v — ^ 
crop. 

They  are  commonly  in  the  field  from  fun-rife,  ne. 
Tcr  earlier,  till  fun -fet,  whicli  never  dilT-rs  i  hour 
from  6  o'clock.  In-Grenada,  am),  he  believes,  the 
other  Ceded  Iflands,  they  have  from  J  to  i  hour  for 

<0    breakfaft,  and,  from  12  to  2,  for  dinner. 

-  A  field-negro  woiks  the  lame  time  in,  as  out  of 
crop.  But  in  Grenada,  and  the  oiher  Ceded  Ifl.inds, 
they  boil  fugitr  a'l  ni^lH,and  cojimionlv  have  3  (pells 
of  boilers,  mill  ptople,  &c.  which  are  changrd  at  iiiid- 
oight ;  fo  that  only  every  2*^  night,  ihey  lofe  tlicir 
6  hours  reft.     On  Killy  flawd  eflatcs,  there  are  often 

t    4fpeHs.      ■ 

The  cutting  of  canes  is  not  vorv  hard,  tying  rhem 
cafy;  (he  f(re<iins>  the  mills  ;)r,d  fi^'es  are  the  mod  la- 
boi  ous.  The  ru-Iluf  the  woik  is  wry  e.iA-.  On  the  P.  jaq, 
whole,  thinks  (l;c  nct.',rO'.  s  are  moll  heahhy  in,  and 
like  the  ciop  !c:K  Ncv.,!  knc-v  them  ..oinphiin  of 
work  then.  Tin;  niiilgani^comiiionly  fi;ig  ;ill  night. 
Certainly  lihoiir  in  crop  is  the  harJcft,  as  i  their 
time,  out  of  crop,  is  weeding.  Holing  is  the  molt 
fcvere  work  out  of  crop. 

A  balkei  ql'dung  for  the  ftroiig,  holds  about  3olb. 
for  the  ive:ik  ^iboiir  ijib.  Tiiefc  g^mgs  go  in  a  row, 
the  drivers  with  thciii.  Some  put  moro,  others  lefs 
into  the  balkcts.  It  is  impnhible  ior  any  healthy 
grown  fluve  to  think  this  laborious.  Dung,  in  Gre- 
aadaand  other  illands,  where  carts  an.l  nuilcs  with  p,  j^j^ 
b^fkets  can  go,  is  carried  out  by  them,  univerfally, 
and  the  negroes  fcldom  have  above  200  yards  to 
Carry  it  to  the  holes. 

In  Grenada,  -they  gave  no  provifion  to  the  healthy 
(except  herrings  or  (Ai  filh)  unlefs  their  grounds  fail 
them,  and  if  (o,  they  give  no  more  food  a^  pne  time 
than  another.  They  oiten  give  holers  \vcak  grog 
twice  a-day.  Holing  dots  not  occafion  ficknefs.  Nc- 
-  gfve^  feem  foi^d  of  it,  and  commonly  ling  at  at.  He 
H  know  4 
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1790.   knows  feveral  taft -gangs  who  hole,  all  the  year,  by 
Part  n.  tafk-work,  equally  healthy  with  thofe  employed  in 
*  ■■y— '  other  works.     Nor  does  he  think  holing  fo  hard  as 
mowing,  and  other  works  here.     The  work  of  field- 
negroes  much  eafier  than  the  common  labour  here. 

Negroes  arc  fed  differently  in  different  Iflands. 
In  Grenada,  where  cftates  are  lafge,  and  have  much 
p.  142.  newt  ground,  they  have  as  much  land  as  they  can 
■work,  to  maintain  themfelves  and  fell  the  furplus, 
as  it  has  been  univerfally  confidercd  the  greateft  be- 
nefit to  a  planter,  that  his  Haves  Ihould  have  plenty, 
and  the  more  money  they  got,  the  more  attached 
"  they  were.  They  have  an  afternoon  weekly,  to  work 
their  grounds,  and  the  manager  or  ovcrfcer  calls 
over  the  lift,  twice  a  day,  to  fee  who  were  in  their 
grounds,  and  always  on  Sunday  morning,  9  o'clock, 
when  the  negroes  were  ordered  into  their  grounds, 
except  fuch  as  had  paffports,  to  go  to  market,  or 
church,  or  to  fee  their  countrymen,  which  he  never 
knew  refufed,  when  there  was  occafion.  The  ma- 
nager fometimes,  and  the  overfeers  twice,  weekly, 
viewed  the  negro-gardens,  and  always  gave  an  al- 
lowance, and  often  further  time,  to  fuch  whofe  gar- 
dens were  neglefted,  or  when  there  was  not  fufficient 
food  in  them.  If  negroes  had  not  fufficient  grounds, 
they  would  rob  their  neighbours,  and  might  revolt; 
and  it  is  of  the  greateft  confequence  that  all  the  ne- 
groes be  properly  fed.  As  fome  were  not  fo  atten- 
tive to  their  mtereft  as  others,  the  Grenada  legifla- 
ture  paffed  a  law  for  infpe&ing  negro  grounds,  in 
1766,  and  another  in  1788,  inferted  in  the  P.  Coun- 
P.  143.  cil's  Report.  Negroes  may  raife  poultry  and  hogs, 
and  fell  them  for  tne  beft  price  they  can  get.  (They 
are  forced  to  labour  at  their  own  ground,  p.  1 79). 

They  raife,  for  their  own  ufe,  or  for  fale,  jn  Gre- 
nada and  the  Ceded  Iflands,  plantanes  and  fig-bana- 
mas,  caflada,  yams,  &c.  &c.  alfo  cabbages,  Ihal- 
lots,  &c.  likewife  pine-apples,  water-melons,  8ec. 
Every  one  of  thefe  the  negroes  have  in  their  grounds, 
at  feme  time  or  other  of  the  year.  Very  little  la- 
bour 
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bour  in  planting  them,  and  they  only  require  2  or  3    1790. 
weedings,    which  can   be  done  by    che  children.  Part  IL 
PJantanes  are  very  fruitful,  3  or  4  wcedings  the  only  <-.-v— J 
cultivation  required.     The  negroes  need  not  work 
half  their  allowed  time  in  their  gardens,  and  that 
only  out  of  crop,  as  the  rains  fet  not  in  till  May  or 
June,  before  which.they  cannot  plant. 

Id  Grenada,  the  negroes  commonly  ha,ve  from  p.  ,44, 
8  to  12  herrings  weekly,  or  fait  fi(h  in  proportion; 
children  and  infants  have  half  allowance.     They  have 
beef  and  pork  at  Chridmas. 

In  Grenada  and  the  Ceded  Itlands  it  is  cuAomary, 
and,  in  Grenada,  there  is  a  law,  that  proviiions 
fliould  be  railed  by  the  whole  gang,  for  the  tick,  and 
for  the  indolent  who  negledl  their  grounds,  or  who, 
from  cafualties,  have  not  food  enough  in  them  ;  (re- 
peated, p.  179)  and  parifh  guardians  are  appointed 
to  infpeft  the  grounds;  and  in  cafe  of  want,  the 
mafters  commonly  buy  provilions. 

New  negroes  are  cloathed,  and  placed  with  the  p^  j.^^ 
chief  negroes,  and  regularly  feed  thrice  a  day,  for  a 
year  or  more,  till  they  have  enough  food  in  their 
grounds,  and  can  provide  for  themfclves.  Their 
firft  work  is  to  plant  their  grounds,  and  they  are  al- 
lowed, at  times,  days  to  weed  them.  They  generally 
are  allowed  to  fell  the  firft  provifions  they  raife,  to 
attach  them  to  the  eftate  and  encourage  them.  Pro- 
perty they  can  call  their  own  makes  them  happy, 
and  gives  them  a  better  idea  of  their  ftate.  Mafters 
very  often  give  them  poultry  and  encourage  them  to 
rear  them. 

In  general,  the  negroes  fell  provifions,  poultry 
and  hogs.  A  Have  who  makes  proper  ufe  of  his 
time,  may  fell  produce  to  the  value  of  from  £■}  to 
jfi5  fter.  yearly.  Some  induftrious  negroes,  who 
have  good  land,  often  fell  from  ^  30.  to  ^  40  fter. 
Slaves  with  children  have  a  greater  proportion  of 
land  than  fingle  ilaves;  and,  he  believes,  in  the  Ceded 
Iflaods,  I  the  current  fpecie  is  the  property  of  the 
negroes.' 

H  z  Negroeg 
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1790.       Nef^rofs  arc  naturally  fond  of  gay  drefs,  and  tho* 
Parr  II.  allowed  fulficicnt  working  day  clo;uhs,    rhey   buy 
V-v-«  fine  cloiiths  for  Sundays.     It  is  very  common,  in 
Grenada  and  the  Ceded  Iflands,  to  fee  field-negroes 
in  white  dimity  jackets  and  breeches,  and  fine  Hol- 
land Ihirts;  and  the  women  in  muflins,  and  4  or  5 
India  miiflin'H-ind kerchiefs  on  their  heads,  at  8  or 
10  (li.  each.     He  has  oiten  fcen  fl-ives  give  feafts  to 
P.  146. 100  or  200  other  fl:ives,  with  every  rarity  and  wines, 
which  he  could  not  have  given  for  ^  60  fter.  and 
they  very  often  borrow  their  maftcr's  phte  and  linen 
to  entertain  their  friends.     Thefe  feafts  arc  very  fre- 
quent amongll  the  flaves.     When  large  hogs  arc 
kilkd  by  the  plantation -negroes,  they  are  commonly 
fold  to  the  rcit,  in  fmidl  quantities. 

Negroes  with  families,  or  fingic  ones,  who  wi(h  for 
houfes,  are  aflifted  by  their  maftcrs  to  build  them. 
They  are  commonly  from  25  to  30  feet  long,  from 
12  to  15  feet  broail,  the  fides  and  tops  covered  with 
wild  cane,  and  thatched  with  cane-tops.  They  are  war- 
mer, drier,  and  eficcmed  healthier,  than  if  boarded. 
At  one  end  there  is  a  hog-pen  outfide,  and  at  the 
other  a  hcn-rooft. 

Knows  no  where  a  gre-iter  proportion  of  able,  ex- 
perienced, medical  men,  than  in  the  \V.  Indies.  There 
are  about  40  in  Grenada,  where  they  are  allowed 
7fli.  6d.  cur.  for  each  ilave,  young  and  old,  and 
paid  bcfidcs  for  fraftiires  and  operations,  and  2oih. 
cur.  per  head  for  inoculation.  Sick  flaves  are  im- 
mediately fcnt  into  the  holpital,  where  a  nurfcs  al- 
ways attend  to  nurfe  and  give  them  phyfick.  The 
Doftor,  if  not  refidcnr,  always  vifits  ihem  thrice  a 
week  and  ofccner,  if  peceflary,  and  the  owner  or 
manager,  and  cliitf  nurfe,  examine  all  the  fick  every 
morning.  The  hofpitals  are  conveniently  divided. 
P.  147.  There  is  one  on  every  cftate,  obliged  by  law  to  be 
properly  kept.  Wine  and  every  neceflary  ts  gene- 
rally found  forthefick.  Believes  the  plantation  hof- 
pitalg^  iu  Grenadav  are  general^  as  well  attended  as 
ihofe  in  liJigland.  If  the  l«aft  fore  appears  00  a  ne- 
''-     .  groe'i 
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croe's  legy  he  is  laid  up,  as  it  is  difficiilr  ro  cure  1790. 
lores  without  confincmcnr.  Negroes  are  regularly  Part  il. 
fed  in  the  hofpita).  They  often  remain  a  day  or  "^ — •— ' 
two  in  the  hofpital,  with  only  a  dry  fkin. 

An  eftite  of  3  or  400  acres,  with  fufficient  Haves 
and  flock,  m;iy  be  worth  30  or  jf  40000  Iter.  The 
manager  ought  to  have  fenfc,  huiiunity  and  good 
conduct.  He  mull  ftudv  thf  iljves  tempers,  and 
know  the  care  of  flock  and  land,  fo  that  he  flioutd 
poiHrfs  the  firft  abilities.  It  is  the  owners  inrereft 
and  care  to  get  fuch  a  nun.  PLinters,  knowing  iL 
the  chief  point  to  have  the  negroes  in  good  ht-arr, 
k»ok  firft  to  his  hum.niity,  without  which  no  planter 
would  employ  his  brother.  Minigers  in  Grtniida, 
and  the  Ceded  Iflands,  have  commonly  from  £  150 
to  £  300  per  Annum,  which,  with  the  provifions  and 
flock  they  raife,  enables  them  to  live  well,  and  to 
fave  moft  of  their  wages.  If  humane,  they  are  ge- 
nerally as  much  refiicdcd  as  owners,  and  very  often 
become  owners.  Arc  very  often  gentlemen's  fona 
from  Europe,  who,  having  experienced,  as  over- 
fccrs,  the  management  of  Haves  and  manufailure  of 
produce,  become  managers. 

Negroes  are  generally  fulyeftto  thieving  and  drink-  p^  .jO 
ing;  and  a  number  of  ill  difjiofcd  ncg;oes  coming 
from  Africa  often  break  open  ftores  and  rum  celhrs, 
fteal  provifions,  quarrel,  pnd  run  awav.  Thcfo  are 
the  caufes  generally  for  which  niafhTS  punilh  them. 
Ail  eftates  are  obliged  to  guard  negro  gardens,  &c. 
In  Grenada,  by  law,  owners  or  m.;.i  :g?r5  cii.not  or- 
der above  39  blhes,  on  the  brcccii,  for  any  one 
crime — and  overfecrs  cannot  thciiilclves  punilli,  or 
order  above  12  lalhes.  Plantation-punilhment  is  not 
fo  fe%'ere  as  50  hfhes  given  to  a  foldier,  and  is  foon 
cured.  Great  crimes  are  often  forgiven  to  negroes 
who  have  not  been  puniflied  before,  bccuife  after 
feveral  floggings,  they  confider  it  as  little  punifh. 
ment.  Good  negroes  ferl  tlie  difgrace  n-.ore  than 
the  whipping.  Whipping  arc  more  frequent  on  iome 
eftates  than  odters.  Owners  or  managers  fcldom  or 
■'•  ever 
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1790.  ever  punifli  for  fmall  crimes;  but  it  is  fometimes  re- 

Pirt  II.  quifite  topuni(h,but  not  too  feverely' — it  is  the  owneri 

w-r— ^intereft  not  to  puniih  fo  fcverely  as  to  keep  negroes 

from  working:  nor  did  he  ever  fee  a  punifliment 

which  he  could  call  very  fevcre,  or  more  than  the 

p   jjQ  negro  could  bear.      In  the  W.  Indies,    as  every 

™' where *lfe,  fome  are  more  indulgent  than  others; 

but  he  never  remembers  to  have  feen  any  cruelties, 

the'  he  has  heard  of  owners  feverer  than  others. 

In  10  years,  ending  1788,  he  faw  no  beggars  or 
mifcrable  objefts,  except  at  Barbadoes,  where  he 
few  many  whites  of  that  defcription,  fome  ferving 
free  negroes  and  flaves,  who  pay  a  weekly  fum  to 
their  mafters. 

French  domeilicks  are  very  often  made  com- 
panions  by  their  owners.  Many  of  them  are  their 
mailers'  mulatto  children.  Their  domefticks  arc 
generally  better  treated  than  the  Englifti;  but  they 
do  not  feed  and  cloath  their  field-negroes  fo  well  as 
theEnglifh:  they  generally  work  them  more  and 
punifh  them  more  feverely. 

He  thinks  the  French  flaves  confidcrably  better 
difpofed  than  the  Englllh  :  they  are  not  fuch  thieves. 
Being  moftly  Chriftians,  they  have  better  i^eas  of 
right  and  wrong.  Every  evening,  out  of  crop  (and 
on  Sunday  evenings  in  crop,  p.  150.)  they  meet  of 
their  own  accord,  and  pray>  and  fing  hymns,  with 
fervency  and  devotion.  (The  Grenada  negroes  are 
equally  devout,  p.  1 50.) 
p^  j-o,  AH  the  new  negroes  he  bought  feemed  to  be  in 
the  favage  ftatc.  Thofe  of  the  Gold  coaft  appeared 
more  traftable  and  induftrious.  They  generally 
ihewed  themfelvcs  off  to  be  bought  and  when  ex- 
amined feemed  difappointed,  ifreiufed.  On  feeing 
their  countrymen,  on  the  efbites,  cloathed  and  com- 
fortable, they  Teemed  very  happy.  He  knows 
not  that  he  ever  faw  one  otherwife.  He  has  often 
aiked  fome  of  his  ilaves,  if  they  wifhed-to  return  to 
Africa,  and  their  univerfal  anfwer  was,  "  No  mafter, 
me  know  better".  Tbey  wiih  not  to  be  thought 
Africans 
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Africans,  and,  with  them,  *'  Salt  water  oegro"  and    tjmo. 
"Savage"  have  the  fame  meaning.  Part  II. 

In  (^enada,  all  the  Creoles  and  mod  new  negroes  *— !■■**# 
are  Chriftians,  being  generally  chriftened  2  or  3  years  P.  151. 
after  their  arrival.  They  often  read  the  fervice  over 
their  dead.  They  often  attend  the  churches,  En- 
glish and  Catholick.  The  clergy,  by  law,  muft 
chriften  them  gratis,  and  certain  times,  yearly,  vific 
and  inftruft  them.  Believes  the  negroes  in  the  other 
Ceded  lilands  are  equally  religious ;  tho'  there  Is  no 
filch  law 

'He  had  an  eftate  2  years,  near  the  Caribs  in  St. 
Vincent,  and  he  has  an  ifland  5  leagues  off,  wherS 
they  fifti.  They  have  the  richefl:  land  in  St.  Vin- 
cent, and  have  cleared  fame  fpots  where  plantanes^ 
tobacco,  and  calTada  are  planted  by  the  women. 
The  men  fifl>,  get  crabs,  eggs  and  birds,  and  make 
bafltets,  which  they  fell  among  the  Iflands  for  li- 
quors: are  quite  idle  at  other  times.  They  have 
only  a  rag  round  the  waifl,  and  live  in  the  favago 
ftaie  they  did  in  Africa.  They  generally  fpeab 
French;  and  there  were  always  French  miflionaries 
among  them  till  [he  Ifland  was  ceded  to  us;  but  the^ 
never  could  convert  them.  He  has  often  feen  hit 
Jjegroes  feed  them  out  of  pity.  They  are  free,  and 
their  lands  have  been  confirmed  to  them  by  treaty  P,  ijt. 
with  England,  when  they  were  fuppofed  to  have  800 
fighting  men.  It  is  thought  they  have  fince  de- 
creafed;  but  believes  their  exaft  numbers  have  never 
been  known. 

In  1787,  he  went  from  20  to  30  miles  into  Trini- 
dad, and  faw  parties  of  yellow  Caribs.  The  women 
and  children  had  only  rags  about  their  waifts.  Thcjr 
feemed  perfectly  favage.  The  Governor  told  him 
they  were  numerous,  and  had  many  parcels  of  the 
ricfaeft  land  in  the  Ifland,  but  not  cultivated,  except 
with  a  few  plantane  and  orange-trees  near  their 
houTes  which  were  temporary,  as  they  often  changed  P.  153. 
their  grounds ;  alfo  that  tho'  chat  IHand  was  one  of 
ttie  firtt  feuled  by  the  Spviiards,  yet  the  priefts, 
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1790.  with  all  their  zeal,  never  could  convert  the  yellow 

Part.  ILCariljs.     They  are  free. 

^"y— *  Moft  of  the  five  negroes  in  the  Iflands,  have  been 
'  freed  by  gift.  He  has  known  many  repent  of  their 
being  freed,  finding;  it  difiicvilt  to  lupport  themfelves 
and  get  comforts  when  fick,  equal  to  what  they  had 
before.  The  women  commonly  huckfter,  and  often 
receive  ftolen  goods  from  flaves.  Some  free  tradef- 
men  wcrk  till  they  can  buy  a  negro,  and  then  leave  off. 
Some  live  idle  on  wenches*  gjins.  Never  knew  a 
free  negro  work,  nor  does  he  think  fuch  would  work 
in  the  field,  for  any  wages.  Their  general  idea  of 
liberty  fecms  10  be  exemption  from  work. 

P.  154.  It  is  impoffible  for  Europeans  to  Hand  W.  India 
field-work  of  any  kind.  Soldiers  and  failors  cx- 
pofed  to  the  fun,  arc.  liable  to  difeafe.  It  is  cudo- 
mary  toexercife  foldiers  before  fun-rife.  Often  give 
overfeers  umbrellas  to  keep  off  the  fun  and  rain. 
White  rradefincn  there  feldom  work,  in,  or  out  of 
doors.  They  diretfl  negro  tradcfmcn  how  to  lay  out 
the  work,  and  do  light,  nice  jobs.  (Repeated  p.  173.) 
I  The  Ceded  Iflands,  being  generally  very  moun- 
tainous and  flony,  very  little  h:id  can  be  ploughed. 
Not  loco  acres  in  Grenada.  Steep  land  ploughed 
wouki  jboii  i:ie  waflvd  away.  The  flat  land  ismoftiy 
'  ftrong  cl.iy,  and  could  nor  he  ploughed  in  wet  wea- 
ther, and,  in  tliy,  its  hjr.li-.cls  'voiild  mske  it  dif- 
ficiiit.  Linct  p!(ii!^i:e<l  uoiilii  d!)]  ivjnt  lb:nc  negrQ 
labour.  Lands  in  the  Cecli.-ii  L'! mds  r;it;o<.'n.  The 
lands  cnn  gcn^r.illy  i:e  holed  by  ri-.e  negro  ;s,  after  . 
weeding,  vvhen  rhtry  have  ii\-.k  i-lietoUo,  apd  the 
fame  number  mufl  be  kept  to  c:tke  off  the  crop. 
Ploughing  would  fave  very  licile,  from  the  difficulty 
and  cxpeiice  of  gettinga  |>ropcr  ploughman,  the  ;X- 
pence  of  horfes  and  cattle,  .ind  the  various  ftructures 
of  ploughs :  the  charges  of  ploughing  would  be 
double  that  of  hoUng  hy  ralk-work.  '  Ploughs  have 

p      ,<  often  been  tried  without  fucccfs.     Believes  the  plan- 

^■'*  ters  would  eagerly  purfue  any  mode  that  promjfed 

to  cafe  their  fl^ves,    (Believes  it  pofiible  iq  plant, 

'  after 
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after  the  plough,  (without  holing)  with  a  good    1790. 
ploughmaD,  buc  he  believes  few  could  plough  a  Part  II. 
furrow  ftratght  enough.    Knows  not  that  it  ever  was  1— v->^ 
or  can  be  fuocefsfull;  pradired  in  the  W.  Indies,  p. 
180). 

Thinks  it  inipoflible  to  cultivate  a  W.  India  ef- 
tate  without  negroes  attached  to  it,  where  2  or  500 
negroes  are  requifite  for  3  or  400  acres.  Theableftp,  icfi, 
planter  cannot  tell  when  the  conftant  attendance  of 
the  negroes  is  molt  wanted.  Their  abfence  for  a 
fortnight  would  be  very  injurious,  and  might  not  be 
recovered  in  years.  It  would  be  impoffible,  with- 
out negroes  attached,  to  hire,  lodge,  or  feed  the 
number  requilite. 

Believes  women  in  the  W.  Indies  breed  not  fo 
fbon,  nor  (o  long,  as  in  colder  climates,  feldom 
have  above  5  or  6  children,  have  early  and  more 
various  connexion,  which  tends  to  hinder  breeding. 

From  27  years  experience,  and  the  opinions  of 
medical  men,  has  found,  that  many  infants  die  of 
locked-jaw,  of  worms,  and  of  the  putrid  fore  throat. 
Moll  children  have  the  yaws,  which,  at  times,  have 
baffled  the  firft  phyficians  in  England.  All  the  W. 
India  Wands  are,  at  times,  fubjeftto  long  droughts, 
heavy  rains,  calms  and  cold  north  winds,  cauling  dif- 
orders,  and  often  great  mortality.  It  is  generally  moft  p,  icy, 
fatal  to  the  healthieft,  ableft  Haves. 

In  the  W.  Indies,  hurricanes  or  exceffive  rains, 
deftroy  the  provifions,  from  July  to  November  when 
no  Ihips  are  there;  and  this  country  being  too  dif- 
tant  to  fupply  them,  the  ilaves  are  forced  to  eat  un- 
ripe provifions,  often  caufing  great  mortality  from 
fluxes,  which  he  has  often  known  attack,  i  a  gang. 
Thinks  this  caufe  dcAroys  as  many  flaves  as  the 
country  diforders.  Formerly  they  could  foon  gee 
dry  provifions  from  America;  and  this  evil  may  be 
remedied  by  a  trade,  in  fmall  veflels,  with  that 
country. 

Seldom  above  3  or  4  years  pafs  in  any  Ifland  hue 

she  whitet   and  blacks  are  vi&ted  by  epidemicks. 

I  Vet? 
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-  1790.   Very  often  an  cftate  will  increafc  by  births  for  a  time, 
■  Part  11.  and,  in  i  or  z  months,  lofe  i  or  7  of  its  flaves. 
■*     »--'He  has  an  eftate,  with  about  200  flaves,  in  the 
healthieft  part  of  Grenada,  where,  from  1766  to 
■    1786,  his  numbers  diminiflied  not  above    10:  In 
1786  they  were  12  Icfs;  in  1^87,  he  loft  25,  moft 
of  them  the  ftouteft  he  had,  with  a  liver-complaint. 
.  ,  All  his  neighbours  fuffered  equally,  and  one  parti- 

P.  i58.cularly  lou  47,  out  of  300,  of  that  difordcr.  In 
1788,  it  was  fatal,  both  to  whites  and  blacks,  in 
other  parts  of  Grenada,  where  it  had  never  been  fo 
fatal  before;  but  it  has  fince  been  more  frequent  in 
all  the  Iflands.  In  the  year  ending  June  1789,  his 
Grenada  flaves  have  increafed  8  by  births ;  but,  by 
letters  of  Oftoberlaft,  he  loft,  in  6  weeks,  17  by  the 
flux,  moftly  able  flaves.  Believes  all  the  Iflands  have 
fuflered  as  much.  In  St.  Kitts  and  the  Leeward  If- 
lands they  loft  a  great  many  flaves  2  years  ago. 

If  he  could  not  have  bought  grown  flaves  to  re- 
place his  lofs,  even  15  or  20  loft  in  170,  would  have 
leflened  his  crop  by  at  leaft  60  or  70  hhds.  fugar  and 
40  punch,  rum.  Fears,  that  in  fpite  of  humanity, 
rather  than  fufter  fuch  lofs,  his  other  flaves  wouJd 
have  been  worked  more  than  if  the  eftate  had 
been  fully  flavcd,  and  it  might  caufe  a  greater  lofs 
of  flaves  and  crop  the  next  year.  But,  by  buying 
20  new  flaves  he  fliould  pay  this  country  for  manu- 
failures,  herrings,  &c.  duties  and  freight  of  60  or 
70  hhds.  of  fugar,  and  of  i  of  the  rum,  above';f .  2000, 
and  he  fliould  be  repaid  his  lols  in  one  year;  and 
humanity  would  be  protected,  by  faving  his  other 
flaves  and  bringing  20  flaves  from  a  favageftatc  to 
be  well  ufed  and  made  chriftians  of. 
P*  159- ■  A  weakly  handed  eftate,  muft  begin  crop  Janu- 
ary I.  and  continue  till  June  or  July,  hence  the 
canes  being  then  watery  2500  or  3000  gall,  of  liquor 
will  go  to  I  hhd.of  fugar ;  but  a  full  handed  eftate  may 
begin  crop  in  March,  April  or  May,  and  then  1500 
gall,  liquor  or  lefs  would  make  a  hhd,  with  half  the 
labour  of  flaves  and  ftock.    Newly  cleared  eftates, 
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in  the  Ceded  lilands,  if  negleded  a  year,  grow  into  1790. 
■wood  and  brufli  10  or  12  feet  high,  andif  weak- Part  11; 
handed,  part  muft  be  abandoned.  •— v— ' 

If  tfie  Ceded  lilands  were  now  fully  cultivated  and 
flaved,  the  number  of  ilaves  would  not  be  fufHcient 
to  continue  to  raife  the  fame  produce;  for  now  the 
land  there  is  new  and  rattoons,  and  takes  lefs  dung.' 

Thinks,  if  the  fexes  were  equalized  by  buying  P.  i6o. 
more  women,  it  would  iliU  be  impoffible  for  the 
flares  to  be  kept  up  by  breeding. 

His  eftates,  as  healthy  as  any  in  Grenada,  having 
good  and  abundant  provifion  grounds,  attended  by 
able  medical  men,  yet,  he  believes,  have  loft  3  per 
cent,  of  Ilaves,  annually,  on  an  average.  Trom 
what  he  knows  and  has  beard,  believes  the  decreafe 
in  that  and  the  other  Ceded  lilands  has  been  fully  as 
great,  and  near  as  great,  in  the  old  Iflands,  which 
are  healthier  but  worfe  off  for  provifions.     (Decreafe  r 

3  per  cent,  yearly,  moftly  of  the  able  Ilaves,  the  lofs 
of  labour  may  be  2  per  cent,  more,  and  the  increafe 
of  labour  alfo  2  per  cent.  p.  162,  176).  From  1779 
to  1784,  the  lofs  in  Grenada  was  euimaced  at  4  per 
cent,  tho'  the  Uland  was  then  uncommonly  healthy 
and  few  whites  died.  ,  Believes  the  additional  mor- 
tality  was  owing  to  the  fcarcity  caufcd  by  the  war. 
Is  interefted  in  3  eftates,  in  a  healthy  part  of  Domi- 
nica, having  plenty  of  ground  provisions,  and  a  doc- 
tor conftantly  re(idenc;  but  the  decreafe  on  them, 
he  believes,  has  been  4  per  cent.  No  n^roes  have 
been  put  on  them  fince  1779. 2ofthe  workshavebcen 
abandoned,  from  the  decreafe,  have  grown  into  P.  i6ii 
brulh  and  wood,  and  make  not  i  the  produce  they 
did  in  1779. 

In  cafe  of  the  Abolition,  the  ilaves,  fenfible  part  of 
the  lands  growing  into  brulh  and  wood  would  be  un> 
healthy,  and  their  labour  would  be  harder,  would 
defpond.  Buying  new  negroes  makes  the  flaves 
happy,  as  eafing  them  and  affording  them  wives. 
By  late  letters  from  fome  of  the  Gren^a  legiflacure, 
he  learns  that  the  ilaves  begin  to  be  a  little  turbq- 
1  z  \ctvi, 
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1790.  lent,  fayiDg  Parliament  would  free  them,  but  for 
part  II.  their  mafters.  With  thefe  ideas  the  white*  might  be 
'"-*—'  deftroyed  in  a  day.  Believes  if  thejr  knew  Parlia- 
ment meant  to  aboliih  a  trade  fo  eflential  to  their  cafe 
and  comfort,  and  could  come  at  thofe  who  fhould 
pafs  fuch  a  law,  they  would  not  icruple  to  deftroy 
them. 

The  SI:  trade,  having  been  almoft  intirely  flop- 
ped in  the  war,  the  Iflands  fuffcred  greatly  in  num- 
bers  and  cultivation — Grenada  loft  near  7000,  and 
he  believes  the  others  proportionally;  and,  fince  then, 
all  our  Idands  have  been  and  are  in  great  want  of 
flaves.  Foreigners  have  given  i  as  much  more  than 
we  have,  and  their  demand  being  great,  we  were 
obliged  to  take  young  and  old  flaves,  fetting  afide 
the  Tick,  not  being  able  to  get  women,  and  a  gteat 
many  imponedare  paft  breeding. 
P,  162.  The  planters  creditors  arc  alarmed  at  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  the  queflion  of  Abolition,  and  wifli  for  their 
money.  It  has  totally  flopped  loans  and  falesof  W. 
India  eftates.  The  planters  holding  their  property 
by  charters  and  adts  of  Parliament, -and  finding  riiey 
are  likely  to  be  deprived  of  the  only  means  of  pre- 
ferving  it,  by  aifts  of  Parliament,  they  confider  their 
eftates  as  in  a  more  uncertain  ftate. 

Were  epidemicks  to  carry  off  i  the  people  in  this 
kingdom,  the  lofs  could  be  fupplied,  from  this  and 
the  neighbouring  kingdoms,  and  the  fame  may  bs 
faid  of  Africa;  but,  in  cafe  of  the  Abolition,  the 
P  169  ^^^^  ^"^^"^  difeafes  in  one  Ifland,  it  could  not  be  fup- 
plied, from  any  other,  as  ftaves  could  not  be  bought 
at  any  price.  Hence,  in  time,  the  Abolition  will 
ruin  the  W.  Indies  and  the  flaves  now  there. 

His  reafonsfor  thinking  that,  if  this  country  abo- 
liih the  flare-trade,  the  other  European  natioat 
P.  1 64.  """1*^  carry  it  on  and  extend  it.  The  French,  whofe 
W.  India  Colonies  are  not  i  cultivated,  have  granted 
bounties  on  flaves  and  the  ihips  carrying  them. 
Spain  could  buy  flaves  cheaper,  were  G.  Britain  to 
ibolifb  the  trade,  and  has,  by  a  late  cdi&,  opened 

all 
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all  her  W.Indian  ports,  and  oflered  bounties  <ki   i790> 
Haves*    hy  another  cdift,  Ihe  has  offered  freedom  Part  IL 
to  flavcs  defertbg  from  other  colonies.    It  is  well '    «    *. 
known  many  Englifh  SI:  fhips,  with  Englilh  mafters 
and  FrcDCb  feamen,  have,  in  the  lad:  z  years,  failed' 
from  France,  as  French  veflels,  to  get  their  bounties. 
In  cafe  of  the  Abolition,  our  Merchants  will  go  to 
France  and  Oftend,  to  carry  on  the  trade  with  the 
French  and  other  foreign   colonies  who,  in  their 
tun),  will  carry  flaves  to  our  colonies.    Moll  goods 
lent  to  Africa  are  cheaper  in  France  than  England.  ItP.  i6Ct 
is  well  known,  the  value  of  W.  India  prodiice,  at 
an  under-price,  and  in  a  bad  year,  was  ^.  9000000, 
exclufive  of  exports  to  Ireland  and  N.  America,    ■ 
Above  ^^,3000000  in  duties  freight,  and  the  other 
if.  6000000  confumed  in  manufa^urcs  and  center 
here. 

The  planter,  having  hitherto  confidered  that  he 
could  not  be  deprived  of  his  property  without  an  _  ,, 
equivalent,  and  feeing  his  flaves  wafting,  would"*  **"* 
think  it  incumbent  on  him  to  get  flaves  in  any  way. 
End  at  any  price.  He  would  be  obliged  to  buy  them 
Ktthe  free-ports,  and  to  carry  them  in  fmall  incom- 
modious veflels  in  which  the  flaves,  in  a  few  days, 
'would  fufTer  more  than  in  a  voyage  from  Africa,  and 
would  colt  near  double  the  prefent  price.  Thinks  no 
Ad  could  prevent  the  planters  from  getting  flaves;  nor 
does  he  fee,  if  men  of  war  ihould  feize  them,  how 
they  could  fell  them.     (Repeated,  p.  177.) 

Thinks  it  was  ftipulated,  in  the  Ceded  Ifland 
^;rant3,  that  i  the  land  granted  Ihould  be  cultivated, 
in  10  years,  and  that  there  was  a  penalty  for  non-pei> 
£xmance ;  but  knows  of  none  being  inforced. 

Moftof  thofe  who  abandoned  lands  in  Grenada?.  167. 
•were  new  fubjefts,  and  carried  their  flaves  to  foreign 
Iflaods  to  avoid  paying  their  debts  to  Britilh  mer- 
cbants:  others  from  the  decreafe  and  non-importa- 
tion of  flaves  were  obliged  to  abandon  cultivation: 
others,  as  do  flaves  were  to  be  bought,  took  their 
Qxva  off  their  coffee,  &c.  eflatei,  ac^  put  them  on 


-179a.  their  fugar  eftates  to  fupply  their  lofs :, -And  fome 
Fart  II.  whofe  Haves  had  decreafed,  bad  not  the  means  to  re- 
•—«»—'  place  them  and  abandoned  their  property. 

When  Grenada  was  ceded  in  1763,  the  Britifh  laws 
were  confidcrcd  as  in  force  there.  In  1764  or  €§, 
a  legiflature  was  formed  there,  which  paffed  laws  for 
the  government  and  protection  of  ilaves  ;  but  no  law 
was  pafled  to  prevent  owners  from  punifliing  as  they 
thought  proper,  it  being  confidered  by  the  legiila- 
ture,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  that  no  local  tan 
•  ■  could  prevent  improper  punilhment  fo  much  as  the 
F.  168.  Britilh  laws  then  in  force  there.  All  the  inhabitants 
were  intcrefted  in  pVotefting  the  flaves.as  infurreftirais 
might  be  occafioned  by  cruelty.  The  Iflands  being 
fm^l,  and  eftares  not  above  3  or  400  acres,  the  con- 
du6:  of  mafters  is  generally  known.  Several  maften 
have  been  indifted  and  fined  for  cruelty,  by  the  Juf- 
tices,  at  the  Seffions,  and  one  white  man  was  banged, 
but  whether  a  mafter  or  not,  he  cannot  fay. 

Some  of  the  many  Grenada  laws  for  proteding 
and  managing  ilaves  having  been  found  inadequate, 
in  1788,  a  Committee  (of  which  he  was  one)  was 
Appointed  to  revife  and  reform  thofe  laws.  He  ht- 
lieves  they  rellrided  punilhment  to  39  tafhes,  to 
ihew  G.  Britain,  who  had  been  petitioned  againft  the 
P  160  fl>^*-trade,  that  there  was  fuch  a  law.  Thinks 
'*  the  Have  was  as  well  protefted  before  as  he  is  by  this 
law ;  for  it  certainly  was  always  underftood  and  prac- 
tifcd,  that  the  Have  was  prote&ed  by  the  common 
law  of  G.  Britain. 

The  Quantity  of  flavcs-grounds  depends  on  their 
quality  and  fuuation.  Some  having  more  land  than 
others,  give  the  (laves  as  much  as  they  can  work. 
Never  knew  lefs  than  an  acre  given  to  6  perfons  of 
all  ages  (exclufive  of  the  common  provifioD-grounds 
worked  by  the  whole  gang,  p.  179.)  When  an 
eftate  is  faid  to  confift  of  fo  many  acres,  the  flaves- 
grounds  are  included. 
7.  170.  In  Grenada  negroes  are  not  commonly  allowed  to 
^eep  goats.  Othei  things  are  cheap  for  that  coun- 
try ; 
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%ry :  Pork  about  gd,  per  lb,  fixed  by  law  ;  a  fowl   1 790, 
from  1 8d.  to  5s.  other  poultry  in  proportion ;  a  roaft-  Part  11 
ing  pig  4s.  60.^ — all  fterling.    Knows  no  whites  who  ' '  ■  '* 
raife  flock,  except  a  tittle  by  proprietors,  but  moft 
of  it  is  bought  of  the  flavcs. 

In  the  French  Iflands,  he  believes,  the  flaves  have 
tnuch  the  fame  quantity  of  provifion-grounds  as  thofe 
in  Grenada.  Has  feen  the  Code  Noir,  and  knows 
the  French  mode  of  treating  flaves.  Many  regula- 
tions of  that  Code  were  incorporated  into  the  firft 
Orenada  flave-laws. 

French  ufe  their  domeflics  better  than  the  En- P.  171. 
gliOi,  but  field-negroes  of  both  are  on  a  footing,  ex- 
cept that,  till  the  war,  American  and  European  pro- 
vifions  were  dearer  to  the  French  than  the  Englifh, 
who  could  and  did  feed  their  flaves  beA.  Cloathing 
coming  cheaper  from  England,  they  cloathcd  them 
yearly,  while  the  French  flaves  were  generally  obliged 
CO  death  themfelves,  except  the  domeftics  whom  their 
mafters  cloathed  for  (how.  The  French  Iflands  have 
few  eminent  doctors ;  nor  are  their  iick  flaves  gene- 
rally fo  well  treated  as  the  Englilh.  The  French, 
both  in  their  own  Iflands  and  in  Grenada,  work  their 
fUves  much  harder  and  punilh  them  worfe  than  the 
Englilh.  But  the  French  now  enjoying  the  Ameri- 
can  trade,  can  feed  their  flaves  better  than  the 
Englifh. 

Woollen  doaths,  thought  more    proper,    firorap.  xyz, 
damps  and  bleak  winds,   he  never  knew  given  to 
French  flaves. 

Believes  the  French  Procureurs  have  not  attended  p.  j  j», 
to  their  duty  to  the  flaves  in  any  one  Ifland.  Infur- 
Tcdions  have  been  more  frequent  in  the  French  rhaa 
Englifli  Iflands,  as  is  now  the  cafe  at  Martinique, 
which  fhews  that  their  flaves  are  worfe  treated  than 
ours. 

He  never  knew  but  one  man  in  Grenada,  who 
was  laid  to  ufe  his  flaves  more  fevere  th^n  common, 
but  what  his  property  was  ruined.    Thinks  flaves  are 

create^ 
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179c-  treated  much  bettrr  than  when  be  fidt  knew  the 
P*rt  II. W.Indies. 

.^  ■>■  •  In  moft  Iflands  there  were  laws  obliging  pro- 
prietors to  keep  a  white  man  for  fo  many  negroes, 
lor  fear  of  revolt  and  invafion,  and  that  proportion 
of  whiles  being  more  than  what  was  requifite  to  di- 
re<5t  the  eftaies,  white  tradefmcn  were  fent  from  hence 
to  inftruft  the  negroes,  which  being  accompltfhed, 
very  few  whites  are  employed  on  the  eflates,  as  for- 
meriy  at  Antigua,  the  wages  and  expences  of  a  white- 
man,  being  double  that  of  a  black,  the  fines  for  de- 
t  ficicncy  of  whites  nearly  pay  the  whole  Ifland  ex- 

pences.    He  believes  the  ocher  Iflands  follow  the 
fame  cuHom. 
P.  1 74.      Has  often  changed  his  managers,  but  not  for  4  or 
<  years ;  except  at  Tobago,  where  his  attomies  have^ 
frequently  changed  his  managers,  fmce  he  left  the  / 
country.  ^ 

Owners  or  attomies  generally  buy  flaves,  but  with 
t    the  managers'  affiftaace. 

Moft  managers  buy  flaves  with  their  favings ;  but 
fuch  flaves  are  feldom  kept  or  hired  on  the  cftate  he 
diredts.     They  are  generally  let  to  others,  the  firft 
year,   for  their  maintenance;  afterwards  they  hire 
'  them  at  yearly  wages,  or  in  gangs  for  taik-work. 
Before  the  capture  of  Grenada  in  1779,  the  taxes 
were  partly  raifed  by  a  poll-tax,  fometimes  on  all 
flaves,  fometimes  on  thole  of  certain  ages  :  but  lince 
the  reftoration  in  1784,  the  taxes  were  raifed  on  the 
produce.     On  town-negroes,  there  was  a  poll-tax 
from  iz  to  iSs.cur.  per  head,  according  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  government.     In  1 784  a  perpetual  tax,  of 
i8d.  cur.  per  head,  was  laid  on  all  flaves,  in  Gre- 
nada, to  fupport  the  clergy. 
p.  1  jc.     The  roots  on  which  negroes  are  fed  are  liable  to 

injury  by  hurricanes. 
P.  176.     Domeftic  and  ficld-flaves  are  equally  healthy :  if 
any  thing,  the  former  die  fafler  than  the  latter,  ow- 
ing probably  to  their  rambling  more  at  nights,  efr 
pcciallf  the  young  men. 

Docs 
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Does  not  know  that  the  Regulating  Bill  has  In-    1790. 
CFcafed  the  price  of  flaves;  but  it  is  apprehenfive  Part  II. 
the  fear  of  tbe  abolition,  and  mofl  eftates  being ' — .^— ', 
under  handed,  fuch  as  had  money  or  credit  to  buy, 
and  the  demand  of  foreign  colonies  being   great, 
prices  rofe  from  ^^  40  to  ^f  jo  fter.  for  gold  and 
windward  coaft  flaves,  and  are  rifing  daily. 

The  Britifli  African  merchants,  having  at  com- 
mand Britifh  and  India  goods  fit  for  that  market 
(which  are  now  fent  to  France  to  aflbrr  their  cargoes 
for  Africa,  at  25  per  cent,  advance)  having  greater  p.  ijy 
capitals  and  knowing  the  trade  better,  will  certainly 
keep  and  increafe  the  ilave-trade,  and  underfell  fo- 
reigners. 

In  Grenada  the  negroes  go  to  their  grounds  at  9 
on  Sunday  morning,  and  return  about  12.  They 
(hen  drefs,  and  dance,  or  walk  till  about  7  o'clock, 
when  they  affemble  to  prayers,  which  they  never 
negleft.  After  prayers,  ihey  pafs  the  reft  of  the 
evening  in  their  houfes. 

Men  are  ufually  preferred  for  the  more  laborious  P.  178. 
plantation-duty. 

At  tbefirft  fettling  of  the  Ceded  Iflands,  men  fold 
con6derably  higher  than  women,  who  were  not  fit 
for  felling  trees  ;  but  at  prefent,  eftates  being  fet- 
tled and  nearly  fully  flaved,  women  are  moft 
Wanted,  and  from  the  age  of  15  to  20,  fetch  full  as 
high  a  price  as  the  men,  generally  higher;  but, 
after  25,  they  fell  confiderably  under  the  men. 
Boys  and  girls,  from  12  to  15,  fell  at  equal  prices. 

He  has  a  manager  and  2  overfeers,  on  each  eftate, 
an  eminent  mill-wright  occaflonally,  and  a  doftor 
attends,  but  does  not  refide.  Scarcely  knows  a 
fugareftate  but  has  at  leaft  as  many  whites,  that 
number  being  requifite.  One  white  fuperincends  each 
gang,  in  the  field,  boiling-houfe,  or  mill. 

In  all  the  Englifh  and  French  iflands,  he  knows,  '•  *79* 

free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  confidercd  as  a  nui- 

£uice,  as  they  never  cultivate  land  theinfelves,  and 

tbe  women  buxter  provilions,  fell  rum,  and  receive 

K  ftokn 
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1790.  ftolen  goods,  corrupting  tSc  flaves'  morals.     Their 

Pari  Il.onlv  u(e  is  in  cafe  of  invafion. 

^■w'-^  Thinks  the  labour  now  required  of  the  (laves  is 
proper,  may  be  done  with  eafc,  and  without  hurt- 
ing their  health.  Thinks  a  workman  here  doe* 
more  woik  in  5  hours  than  the  flavc  in  9. 


^^itnefs  examined— James  Baillie,  Efq. W.Indies, 

P.  i8t.  Rcfidentin  the  W.Indies  abont  16  years  at  dif- 
ferent times. 
P.  182.  Purchafcd  an  cftate  in  Grenada  in  1765,  and  was 
concerned  in  the  purchafe  of  another  in  St.  Vin- 
cent, which  latter  was  a  grant  from  Government, 
to  Genera!  Monckton,  and  coft:  ^f  33000.  The 
eftate  in  Grenada  was  in  a  very  imperfeft  ftatc  of 
cultivation. 

Would  not  have  purchafed  had  he  conceived  that 
G.  Britain  would  prohibit  the  importation  of  African 
negroes.  Was  an  attorney  for  other  plantations  in 
St.  Kitts  and  Grenada,  and  knows  the  mode  of  cul- 
tivation and  treatment  of  negroes. 

His  land  in  St.  Vincent  is  covered  with  wood. 

His  purchafe  of  General  Monckton  was  4000  and 
a  few  hundred  acres — Of  this  about  3000  acres  have 
been  fold  to  different  proprietors,  and  if  they  can 
procure  African  flaves,  it  may  be  brought  to  a  ftate 
of  perfeflion ;  but  fliould  the  trade  be  abolirti- 
ed,  the  lands  muft  return  to  their  natural  ftate. 
P.  183.  About  1400  acres  remain  unfold,  till  the  prcferit 
queflion  is  determined.  If  the  abolition  taltes  place, 
thefe  will  be  entirely  left  to  the  proprietors.  The 
land  would  never  have  been  fold,  if  it  had  been  un« 
derftood  at  the  time  that  G.  Britain  would  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  African  negroes. 

Large  trads  of  land  fo  fold,  particularly  in  Do- 
minique, are  yet  uncultivated.  £iUtes  in  the  Ceded 
Iflands 
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Ifiaa  js  are  by  no  means  in  perfect  cultivation,  and  1790. 
are  capable  of  great  Improvement,  if  ttie  propri-  Part  II. 
ctoTs  have  a  market  for  African  flaves  '      »  .^ 

Large  fums  of  money  have  been  expended  to 
iinprovemcnts,  and  buildings  made  with  accommo- 
dations for  taking  off  the  crops  which  the  whole  of 
the  lands  are  capable  of  producing. 

Similar  improvements  have  been  made  on  the 
cftates  bought  from  the  Frrnch  in  Grenada,  which 
iilaad  never  was  fufficiently  Hocked  with  Haves,  and  ' 
the  number  bas  been  greatly  leflcncd  by  excefs  of 
labour  or  the  French  military  works  during  the 
capture,  &c.  Thoufands  have  been  purchafcd  fince 
the  peace,  but  the  eftates  in  general  are  far  from 
being  fufficlcntly  handed.  Large  trafts  in  Grenada 
■re  uncultivated,  which  may  be  improved  if  pro- 
prietors are  permitted  to  purchafe  flaves.  P,  1S4, 

Improvements  muft  ceafe  in  all  the  W.  India 
iilands,  without  a  regular  fupply  of  African  flaves. 
The  prefent  Hock  is  not  fufficii.-nt  to  keep  the  lands 
in  tluir  prefent  flate,  without  occafional  fupplies 
from  Africa.— Cannot  be  kept  up  by  breeding — 
could  not  do  it  on  his  own  eltate,  which  is  a  rc- 
maxkable  hcahhy  lituation  in  Grenada,  where  only 
two  whites  have  died  in  24  years.  From  1765  to 
1771,  be  was  in  the  habit  of  improving  the  eftatc, 
and  increafed  the  flock  of  flaves  from  about  1 40  to 
300  by  purchafe.  From  177 1,  till  the  capture  of 
Grenada  in  1779,  there  was  not  a  decreafe  in  the 
eftate  of  above  one  per  cent,  per  ann.  (reckoning 
the  births)  though  no  new  negroes  were  purchafed. 
During  the  French  captivity  the  negroes  decreafed 
for  the  reafoDs  before-mentioned.  In  the  year  1786,' 
a  contagious  diflemper,  in  a  few  months,  carried 
off^-j  of  the  belt  flaves,  which  number  has  been 
fioce  replaced  by  purchafe,  or  the  cultivation  of  the 
eftate  muft  have  diminKhed  in  proportion. — The  p.  185. 
difeafe  was  a  cpmplaint  in  the  liver,  and  the  work 
of  the  plantation  was  in  great  backwardnefs  the 
vhole  yciir  it  appeared.  It  lafted  from  4  to  6 
K  2  months, 
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i7«o>  treated  much  better  than  when  he  firft  knew  dtf 

P»rt  11.  W.  ladies. 

>  >■  •  In  moft  Iflands  there  were  laws  obliging  pro- 
prietors to  keep  a  tvhite  man  for  fo  many  negroes^ 
for  fear  of  revolt  and  invafion,  and  chat  proporttoa 
of  whites  being  more  than  what  was  tequifite  to  di- 
reA  the  eftatesj  white  tradefinen  were  feat  from  heoce 
to  inftruft  the  negrocs>  which  being  accompiiihed, 
very  few  whites  are  employed  on  the  eilates,  as  for- 
merly at  Antigua,  the  wages  and  expences  of  a  white- 
man,  being  double  that  of  a  black,  the  fines  for  de- 
ficiency of  whites  nearly  pay  the  whole  Ifland  ex« 
penccs.  He  believes  the  other  Iflands  follow  the 
fame  cullom. 

Ft  174.  Has  often  changed  his  managers,  but  not  for  4  or 
j  years  ;  except  at  Tobago,  where  his  attomies  have, 
frequently  changed  his  managers,  fince  he  left  the 
country.  ^ 

Owners  or  attomies  generally  buy  flaves,  but  with 
t    the  managers*  afiiflance. 

Mofi:  managers  buy  flaves  with  their  favings ;  but 
fuch  flaves  are  feldom  kept  or  hired  on  the  eftate  he 
directs.  They  are  generally  let  to  others,  the  firft 
year,  for  their  maintenance;  afterwards  they  hire 
them  at  yearly  wages,  or  in  gangs  for  taflt.work. 

Before  the  capture  of  Grenada  in  1779,  the  taxes 
were  partly  raifed  by  a  poll-tax,  fometimes  on  all 
flaves,  fometimes  on  thole  of  certain  ages  :  but  fince 
the  reftoration  in  1784,  the  taxes  were  raifed  on  the 
produce.  On  town-negroes,  there  was  a  poll-tax 
from  12  to  iSs.cur.  per  head,  according  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  government.  In  1784  a  perpetual  tax,  of 
i8d.  cur.  per  head,  was  laid  on  all  flaves,  in  Gre- 
nada,  to  fupport  the  clergy. 

P,  I « .^  The  roots  on  which  negroes  are  fed  are  liable  to 
injury  by  hurricanes. 

P.  176.  Doraeftic  and  field-flaves  are  equally  healthy:  if 
any  thing,  the  former  die  faiter  than  the  latter,  ow- 
ing probably  to  their  rambling  more  at  nights,  eCr 
pecially  the  young  men. 

Does 


W.IiroiES^^— N.Amsrica.  ■         Campbell.  75 

Does  not  know  that  the  Regulating  Bill  has  in-    1790. 
creafed  the  price  of  flaves ;  but  it  is  apprehenfive  Part  II. 
the  fear  of  the  abolition,  and  moft  eflates  being  *■  ■  v     '\ 
tuider  handed,  fuch  as  had  money  or  credit  to  buy, 
Rnd  the  demand  of  foreign   colonies  being  great, 
prices  rofe  from  j^  40  to  ;^  50  fter.  for  gold  and 
windward  coaft  flaves,  and  are  riling  daily. 

The  Britith  African  merchants,  having  at  com- 
mand Britilh  and  India  goods  fit  for  that  market 
(which  are  now  fent  to  France  to  aflbrt  their  cargoes 
for  Africa,  at  25  per  cent,  advance)  having  greater  p,  ijy 
capitals  and  knowing  the  trade  better,  will  certainly 
keep  and  increafe  the  Have-trade,  and  underfell  fo- 
reigners. 

In  Grenada  the  negroes  go  to  their  grounds  at  9 
on  Sunday  morning,  and  return  about  12.  They 
ihen  drcfs,  and  dance,  or  walk  till  about  7  o'clock, 
when  they  affemble  to  prayers,  which  they  never 
negled.  After  prayers,  they  pafs  the  reft  of  the 
evening  in  their  houfes. 

Men  are  ufually  preferred  for  the  more  laborious  P.  178. 
plantation-duty. 

Atthefirft  fettling  of  the  Ceded  Iflands,  men  fold 
confiderabiy  higher  than  women,  who  were  not  fit 
for  felling  trees ;  but  at  prefent,  eftates  being  fet- 
tled and  nearly  fully  flaved,  women  are  moft 
Wanted,  and  from  the  age  of  15  to  20,  fetch  full  as 
high  a  price  as  the  men,  generally  higher;  but, 
after  25,  they  fell  confiderably  under  the  men. 
Boys  and  giris,  from  12  to  15,  fell  at  equal  prices. 

He  has  a  manager  and  2  overfecrs,  on  each  eftate, 
an  eminent  mill-wright  occafionally,  and  a  doftor 
attends,  but  does  not  refide.  Scarcely  knows  a 
fugar  cftate  but  has  at  leaft  as  many  whites,  that 
number  being  rcquifitc.  One  white  fupcrintends  each 
gang,  in  the  field,  boiling-houfe,  or  mill. 

In  all  the  Englifti  and  French  iflands,  he  knows,  P-  J79* 

free  negroes  and  mulattoes  are  confidercd  as  a  nui- 

iance,  as  they  never  cultivate  land  tbeinfelves,  and 

the  women  huxter  provifions,  fell  rum,  and  receive 

K  ftolca 
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1790.  ftoIcQ  goods,  corrupting  the  flaves*  morals.    Tfaeir 

Fart  II.  only  ufe  is  in  cafe  of  invafion. 

^nc  -^  Thinks  the  labour  now  required  of  the  ilaves  is 
proper,  may  be  done  with  eafe,  and  without  hurt- 
ing their  health.  Thinks  s  workman  here  docs 
inore  work  in  5  hours  than  the  Have  io  9. 


Witnefs  examined — James  BAiLLiE,Efq. W.Indies, 

P.  181.  Refident  in  the  W.  Indies  aboOt  16  years  at  dif- 
ferent times. 
P.  i8i.  Purchafed  an  eftate  in  Grenada  in  1765,  and  was 
concerned  in  the  purchafe  of  another  in  St.  Vin- 
cent, which  latter  was  a  grant  from  Government, 
to  General  Monckton,  and  coft  ;C33°°°-  '^^* 
efiate  in  Grenada  was  in  a  very  imperfect  ftate  of 
cultivation. 

Would  not  have  purchafed  had  he  conceived  that 
G.  Britain  %vould  prohibit  the  importation  of  African 
negroes.  Was  an  attorney  for  other  plantations  in 
St.  Kitts  and  Grenada,  and  knows  the  mode  of  cul- 
tivation and  treatment  of  negroes. 

His  land  in  St.  Vincent  is  covered  with  wood. 

His  purchafe  of  General  Monckton  was  4000  and 
a  few  hundred  acres — Of  this  about  3000  acres  have 
been  fold  to  different  proprietors,  and  if  they  can 
procure  African  flaves,  it  may  be  brought  to  a  ftate 
of  perfedion ;  but  ftiould  the  trade  be  aboHfh- 
ed,  the  lands  muft  return  to  their  natural  ftate. 
P.  183.  About  1400  acres  remain  unfold,  till  the  prefent 
queflion  is  determined.  If  theaboHtion  takes  place, 
thefe  will  be  entirely  left  to  the  proprietors.  The 
land  would  never  have  been  fold,  if  it  had  been  un» 
derftood  at  the  time  that  G.  Britain  would  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  African  negroes. 

Large  tracts  of  land  fo  fold,  particularly  in  Do- 
minique, are  yet  uncultivated.  Ellates  in  the  Ceded 
IfUnds 
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Jiknis  are  by  no  means  in  perfect  cultivation,  and  1790.  , 
arc  capable  of  great  improvement,  if  the  proprt-  Part  II. 
etors  have  a  market  for  African  ilaves  ' — «— r^ 

Large  Turns  of  money  have  been  expended  in 
improvements,  and  buildings  made  with  accommo- 
dations for  taking  off  the  crops  which  the  whole  of 
the  lands  are  capable  of  producing. 

Similw  improvements  have  been  made  on  the 
•ftatCB  bought  from  the  French  in  Grenada,  which 
illand  never  was  fuiEclemly  Aocked  with  flaves,  and 
the  number  bas  been  greatly  leflened  by  excefs  of 
labour  or  the  French  military  works  during  the 
capture,  &c.  Thoufands  have  been  purchafcd  fince 
the  peace,  but  the  eftatcs  in  general  are  far  from 
being  fufficiently  handed.  Large  trafts  in  Grenada 
^re  uncultivated,  which  may  be  improved  if  pro- 
prietors are  permitted  to  purchafe  flaves.  P.  jg^j. 

Improvements  mull  ceafe  in  all  the  W.  India 
iflands.  without  a  regular  fupply  of  African  Haves. 
The  prefent  ftock  is  not  fufficicnt  to  keep  the  lands 
in  ttieir  prelenc  flate,  without  occafional  fupplies 
from  Africa.— Cannot  be  kept  up,  by  breeding — 
could  not  do  it  on  his  own  ellate,  which  is  a  re- 
markable healthy  fituation  in  Grenada,  where  only 
two  whiles  have  died  in  24  years.  From  176510 
1 77 1,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  improving  the  eftatc, 
and  increafcd  the  ftock  of  (laves  from  about  1 40  to 
300  by  purchafe.  From  1771,  till  the  capture  of 
Grenada  in  1779,  there  was  not  a  decreafe  in  the 
eftate  of  above  one  per  cent,  per  ann.  (reckoning 
the  births)  though  no  new  negroes  were  purchafed. 
During  the  French  captivity  the  negroes  dcctcafed 
fcv  the  reafons  before-mentioned.  In  the  year  1786,' 
a  contagious  diftemper,  in  a  few  months,  carried 
0^47  of  the  belt  flaves,  which  number  has  been 
6nce  replaced  by  purchafe,  or  the  cultivation  of  the 
eftate  muft  have  diminithcd  in  proportion. — The  p.  185, 
difeafe  was  a  cpmplaint  in  the  liver,  and  the  work 
of  the  plantation  was  in  gieat  backwardnefs  the 
whole  yetf  ic  appeared.  It  lafted  from  4  to  6 
K  z  months. 
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I790'  months.     No  plantation  could  be  better  appointed 

Part  II.  in  provifion  grounds ;  there  were  warm  and  conve- 

*     •  "'  nient  liofpitals  for  the  fick,  and  though  the  negroes 

had  always  of  their  own  the  greateft  abundance  of 

provifions,    he   always  fOpplied   the   hofpiral   with 

flour,  rice,  bread,  wine,    and   other  refrefhments. 

There  was  a  general  order  to  fupply  the  fick,  with 

mutton,  and  fuch  other  frefh   meats  as  the  eftatc 

afforded.     The  fick  had  fuch  medical  aid  as  was 

proper.     For  the  firft  10  years  a  furgeon  was  kept 

for  the  fole  purpofe  of  attending  the  negroes,  and, 

during  the  diftemper,  a  phyfician  went   from   the 

town  of  St.  George  to  attend  this  ellate,  and  fome 

P.  186.  others  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Many  children  die  of  the  Tetanus,  or  Locked 
Jaw ;  but  this  does  not  arife  from  want  0/  care,  or 
excefs  of  labour  in  the  mothers;  for  when  womeo 
are  krown  to  be  pregnant,  their  work  is  gradually 
dimirithcd,  till  within  2  or  3  months  of  their  de- 
livery, when  they  pick  grafs,  and  do  other  light 
work.  During  confinement  they  are  comfortably 
lodged  at  home,  and  are  attended  by  able  midwives 
and  nurfes.  They  have  proper  refrelhments  and 
cordials;  (fee  p.  202)  are  allowed  4  or  5  weeks  to 
recover  j  and  it  is  generally  2  or  3  months  after  their 
delivery  before  they  return  to  the  harder  labour  of 
the  plantation.  When  in  the  field,  fome  elderly 
women  are  generally  employed  in  taking  care  of 
the  children.  Believes  thefe  regulations  prevail 
generally. 
P.  187.  NegrOLS  are  well  provided  with  food  and  cloath- 
ing  in  all  the  iflands  he  has  been  inj  but  there  is 
a  greater  abundance  of  provifions  in  Jamaica  and 
the  Ceded  Iflands,  than  in  the  fmaller,  when  they 
are  more  circumfcribed,  and  the  climate  more  un- 
certafn.  Negroes  fupply  the  markets  in  the  Ceded 
IHands  wirh  frefli  provifions,  roots,  and  vegetables, 
the  profits  of  which  ihey  apply  ta  their  own  ufe. 
Some  of  them  have  property  to  the  amount  of  40, 
50,  looj  or  even    ^£200  fterliogi  which  is  tranf- 

mitted 
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mitted  from  one  geiieration  to  another.  Labour  is  1790* 
in  proportion  to  ability,  and  cannot  be  confidered  Part  It 
;as  I'evere,  when  compared  to  the  labour  of  the'  """* 
lower  order  of  people  in  Europe. 

Holing  of  land,  which  is  from  Auguft  to  January,?,  jgg, 
he  has  always  confidered  as  the  hardeft  labour  on  a 
plantation,  during  which  they  have  generally  acer* 
tain  allowance  of  bread,  and  very  frequently  fpirits 
mixed  with  water. 

Punilhments  not  fevere  when  compared  with  the 
dilcipline  of  the  army  or  navy. 

The  mortality  in  the  interval  between  the  arrival  p.  iZg, 
of  the  fhips  and  the  Tales  (which  is  generally  about 
10  days)  cannot  even  be  eftimaied  at  much  more 
than  t  per  cent,  on  an  average,  in  the  Windward 
lilands — Knows  of  no  inttance  of  medical  arts  ufed 
to  conceal  the  real  flate  of  health  in  the  ilaves. 

Greateft  attention  is  ufed  to  prevent  the  repara- 
tion of  flaves,  connected  either  by  relationlhip  or 
friendship. 

Never  knew  flavcs  exprefs  a  dclire  to  return 
home. 

Slaves  in  Grenada  are  generally  Chriftians,  and  in 
a  flate  of  comfort  and  happinefs. 

Recolled:s  negro  freemen  marrying  (laves,  though  P.  190. 
they  know  the  children  of  fuch  marriage  will  be 
born  flavcs. 

Introduction  of  new  flavcs  cannot  be  prevtnted 
by  any  regulation  in  this  country. 

France  pays  a  bounty  on  the  importation  of  flaves 
into  her  colonies,  amounting  nearly  to  ^  7  per  head. 
Number  of  feamen  in  the  French  W.  I.  trade,  be- 
lieves, is  upwards  of  50,000.  Thinks  the  number 
imported  from  Africa  to  ^her  W.  I.  iflands,  by 
France,  muft  exceed  20,000. 

Spain  is  giving  «very  poffible    cncouragemcDt  P.  191, 
for  the  purfuit  of  the  trade  in  her  own  colonies. 

infutances  are  now  m^ing  pn  Guinea^men  from 
Bofton,  Virginia,  and  Charles  Town,  S.  Carolina. 

A  confiderable  nupber  of  Guinea-mea  will  be 
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1 790.  fitted  out  from  G>penhagen  the  inftant  the  trade  it 

part  U.abolifhed  in  this  country. 

*— * — '  Is  of  opinion  that  the  groft  value  of  the  W.  Iodi» 
and  African  trade,  together,  exceeds  7  milliou 
fteriing  per  ann. 

Is  of  opinion,  that  if  an  abolition  of  the  flave- 
trade  was  to  talte  place  for  a  few  years  only,  it 
could  not.be  recovered. 

P,  192.  The  abolition  of  the  trade  would  throw  flaves  in 
the  W.  Indies  into  a  flate  of  difcontent  and  defpon- 
dency.  Every  frelh  importation  is  highly  accepts 
able  to  them.  Abolition  will  produce  diforder 
amongft  the  white  inhabitants,  and  alienate  their 
affedions. 

Thinks  his  produce  was  140  hogfheads  of  fugar 
per  ann.  on  an  average. 

Many  negroes  have  purchafed  their  freedom. 

J*.  193.  Had  a  greater  proportion  of  females  than  were 
upon  cftates  in  general,  believes  they  may  amoimt 
to  more  than  two-fifths,  having,  when  he  left  the 
W.  1.  fent  all  his  female  houfe.lUves  to  his  eftate. 

Field-flaves  are  as  happy  as  houfe  Haves. 
■     Had  a  great  proportion  of  deaths  among    the 
children  within  the  9th  day,  notwithftanding  the 
fituation  was  healthy,  and  the  flaves  well  attended 
to. 

p.  194,  Slaves  are  much  better  ufed  now  than  formerly— 
are  increafed   in  value  from  £i$io£^^   fteriing 

Ser  head  :  before  the  war,  to  £  30  or  ^40  fteriing. 
lany  cargoes    in    Jamaica,  have  averaged  lately 
from  £/^2  to  £  50  fteriing. 

P*  ^9i-  '^'^y  ^"^^  °^  *^^  ^^^'  ""^  °^  ^^  which  his 
eftate  contained,  was  allotted  for  provifion  grounds. 

Proprietors  of  plantations  in  the  French  iflands 
are  much  more  commonly  relident  on  their  eftatea 
than  thofe  on  the  Englilh  iftands. 

French  fteld-negroes  not  fo  comfortable  as  ours  ; 
punifhment  more  fevere;  confumption  of  flaves 
greater. 

The 
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The  number  <rf  whites  in  the  French  iflands,  is  i-on. 
much  greater  than  in  the  Britilh;  number  of  white  Fart  U* 
fervants  pretty  nearly  the  fame.  "     "    ■' 

The  Danifti  government  have  given  evcrypoffi-p.  igg. 
ble  encouragement  to  the  introducing  the  Chriltian 
religion  among  their  ilaves ;  and  if  the  government 
of  Great  Britiun  was  to  pay  more  attention  to 
the  inftruftion  of  (laves,  their  morals  might  be  very 
much  improved,  and  it  might  in  the  end  prove  a 
greater  (ecurity  to  the  welfare  of  the  W.  India 
iilands  than  people  in  general  are  aware  of.  The 
Danifli  i^nds,  though  perfectly  cultivated,  are 
under  a  necefiity  of  purchasing  annual  fupplies. 

Has  always  conlidered  the  Regulating  A<^  to  be  F.  190. 
an  advantage  to  the  trade. 

*  Lands,  in  the  Ceded  Iflands,  were  fold  confi-  p.  aoo. 
derably  beyood  their  value,  and  fettled  at  a  great 
cxpence. 

Plough  cannot  be  ufed.  P.  zo4. 

Lands  cannot  be  cultivated  by  Europeans. 
Old  iflands  more  (Iraitened,  as  to  provifion-grounds  ; 
deficiency  made  up  by  importation. 

There  are  confidcrable  mortgages  on  eftates.        P.  404- 

Aceounts  of  pawns  carried  off  from  Cameroons,  P.  ao?! 
by  Captain  Bilby,  other  Englifh  vcflels  ftop'd  there- 
upon ;  pawns  claimed  in  the  W.  Indies,  lent  back 
to  Africa,  but  refufcd.     Vide  Particulars. 

The  credit  of  the  iflands  is  materially  injured  by 
the  apprehenfions  of  abolition,  in  which  cafe  the 
fecunty  will  come  to  nothing. 

•  Prohibition  to  fupply  forei^Dcrs  with  flarci,  would  much 
iajnre  the  trade  uid  manufiiilurc  ot  Oreit  Britain. 

Had  a  lield-liave,  a  driver,  worth  £  100.  V    t    H 

la  Grenada,  the  flave*  found  there  od  iti  ceflion  to  us,  were        *00« 
all  baprized,  and  continue  in  the  praftice  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic relicion.     And  it  has  an  exceeding  rood  effefi  on  their 
morali.     \a  the  old  Englifh  iflandi,   and  in  St.  Vincent  and 
DoDiinique,  negroes  fhamcfully  negleded  at  to  religion. 

Thinks  it  will  require  ten  years  to  get  any  conliderable  return 
bom  s  new  fettled  euate. 

Never 
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1790.      Never  was  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  thcrefdro 

Part  II.  cannot  fay  whether    the   negroes    imported  from 

*""^»"^  Africa  are  taken  from  a   more  happy  ftatc  to  be 

placed  in  a  worfc;  but  believes,  from  information, 

that  they  arc  more  comfortable  in   the  W.  Indies 

than  in  their  own  country. 

Frovifions  in  the  iflands  are  of  quick  growth. 


Witnefs  examined, — Mr.  John  Castles. 

P.  207.     ReStied  in  Grenada  from   1766  to  1788  (except 
one  year)  as  a  furgeon  till  the  laft  2  years. 

Purchafcd  fome  uncultivated  land,  and  furnifhed 
it  with  negroes  from  Africa. 

Population,    he  thinks,  will  diminifti  every  year, 
without  recruits  from  Africa ;  becaule   negro  wo- 
P.  ioS.inen  are  not  fo  prolific  as  women  of  this  country, 
owing  to  e:irly,  exccflire,  and  promifcuous  concubi- 
nage.    Children  are  fub'ieift  to  the  tetanus,  or  locked 
jaw,  arifing  from  an  irritability  of  conflitution   in- 
duced by  the  warm  climate;    the  wound  on  the  la- 
ceration of  the  navel  firing,  retention  of  the  meco- 
nium, bad  milk,  and  futltkn  expofure  to  cold.     No 
remedy  for  jaw  fall.      Fatal  epidemical  diftempers; 
-|-  ot  the  children  die  within  the  month.     Few  im- 
P    4Tn  ported  women  breed. 

'Gave  all  attention  to  raifmg  children  on  his  eftatc. 
It  was  his  intcreft.  Negroes  injure  their  health  by 
P.  21 1,  night  vifits  and  dances  more  than  by  labour.  Ill 
treatment  of  mgrofs  not  the  caufe  of  the  want  of 
fpecies  by  breeding. 
P.  212.  Would  not  have  bought  the  eftate  had  he  undcr- 
(tood  the  means  of  fupplying  African  negroes  wereto 
be  cut  off.  Has  kept  up  his  number,  but  not  his 
ftrtngth. 

If  the  Planters  cannot  recruit  his  numbers  he  muft 
be  ruined. 

Condition  of  negroes  much  more  comfortable  than 
that  of  the  labouring  poor  in  England. 

1  Brought 
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Brought  two  Dcgro  flares  to  England,  who,  after  1790^ 
ftayiog  about  3  months,  btt^ged  to  return.  Said  they^Part  IL 
did  not  like  this  country ;  it  was  dull.  They  pined  ±^  »^  . 
after  their  dances  and  other  cuftoms.  He  fent  them  ^*  ^ij* 
bothhc»ne,  where  they  remain  conteoted.  P*  214. 

They  were  exceedingly  ftruck  with  the  number 
of  bc^ars  in  the  ftrects,  and  ufed  to  fay,  **  Buccra 
not  good". 

On  their  return,  one  of  them  (the  man)  had  the  P.  115. 
option  of  whiU  trade  he  would  be  put  to.    The 
woman  was  hired  to  hawk  merchandtfc  about  the 
country. 

Two  males  are  imported  to  one  female.  Loft  by 
deaths  about  6  per  cent,  per  ana. 

Planters  always  go  upon  the  fyflem  ofbreedingP.  ai6. 
iUves;  it  is  their  interelt 

Adults  alfo  are  fubjeft  to  tetanus.  P.  21 7^ 

Has  heard  they  are  not  fond  of  felling,  in  Africa, 
tfaofe  women  beft  adapted  for  breeding. 

Fancies  negroes  in  Africa  do  yery  little  work,  muftP.  21S. 
be  habituated  to  labour  by  dezrees ;  in  z  or  3  years 
are  faid  to  be  "  feafoncd."  Not  many  die  within  3 
years,  though  more  afterwards.  Relations  always 
fold  together.  The  lofs  of  field  flaves  would  beP*  220. 
fupplied  in  a  verj'  trifling  degree  by  fending  houfe 
ilaVes  into  the  field. 


Witnefs  examined, — John  Greg,  EsQj. 

Was  m  the  W.  Indies  for  about  20  years,  from  the  p.  12  ■ 
year  1764.  Was  in  the  Ceded  Iflands  a  or  3  time* 
each  year,  twice  in  Jamaica,  at  Antigua,  Hifpaniola, 
Martinique,  and  St.  Lucia,  but  refided  moftly  in 
Dominique.  Secretary  to  the  King's  Commiffion, 
and  Audionecrindifpofingofthe  lands  in  the  Ceded 
Iflands.  Sold .  1 74000  acres  for  £.620000,  under 
4  coreoant  for  the  purchafer  to  cut  down,  clear  and 
cultivate  one  acre  out  of  20,  every  year,  till  half 
1,  tht 
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1790.  thennclearedluidiHillbeclcired;  tinder t>^«lt7 of 
iWt  U.  paying  5  per  ann.  for  every  acre  nc^edol.  Vid^ 
>— ^-^  Graan. 

P.  Ml.     iTie  grcakeft  jart  cf  St.  Vincent  and  Dotniniqbp 
remains  in  wood.    Mm'C  than  {  of  each  have  beat 
difpofed  of.  - 
'  F.  223.     The  lands,  in  numerous  inllance$,  mre  fold  far 
aboYe  their  apprehended  value. 

P.  £24.  Ithmenrefunis  have  been  laid  out  in  buildings  and 
other  works;  in  fome  inftances  more  than  the  pur- 
chafe  money.  Number  of  negroes  in  Dominique 
and  ,St.  Vinceat,  a  year  ago,  was  about  27000. 
Judges  the  prefent  number  inadequate  for  the  lands 
already  cleared,  without  large  annual  fiipplies.  Some 
plantations  are  falling  back  to  a.  defert  ^te,  from  the 
high  price  of  negroes  caufed-by  the  rumour  of  abolilh- 
.  ing  the  trade,  laoooo  additional  negroes  would 
hardly  be  fnfficient  toxical  and  cultivate  the  un- 
cleared lands. 

Had  it  been  apprehended  that  the  flave  trade  would 
be  abolifhed  no  perfon  would  have  purdiafed  thefe 
lands. 

P.  225.  There  will  be  a  great  deficiency  of  labour,  from 
the  prefent  full  grown  negroes  growing  paft  their 
work.  Has  obferved  negroes  in  all  the  Iflands  much 
happier  in  general  than  the  lower  people  in  England. 
Recollefb  no  beggars,  or  deferted  ilaves. 

P.  226.  Number  could  not  b»4E«pt  up  ^breeding:  This 
not  the  eifeft  of  fcvere  treatment. 

EffeA  of  abolition  wouM  be  general  nun  6f  the 
whites,  and  deftruftion  of  the  blacks. 

Befides  common  caiifei  of  mortality,  negro-women 
plunge  in  rivers  immediately  on  delivery,  ud  under 
other  improper  fituaticms,  put  on  wet  cloatbs,  wllich 
faring  on  complaints  unAvourable  to^propagadon*. 

All  poflible  mean»  have  been  «teinpt.ed  to  coun- 
teraft  the  feveral  caufes  of  motttLiily. 

P.  227.  The  negroes  apply  hoc  lined  to:  the  navel  ftringl* 
which  prwiuces  irritatieo  and  brings  Ob  «hsftUof 
the  jaw.  ■  ■       r. 

Some 


^  ¥qn^  eftotts  in  Demioique  were  begun  to  be  1790. 
worlted  witji  capitals  unequal  to  the  enterprifc ;  bc-PartU. 
fides  wliicli*  ufurious  loans,  an  impofition  of  4I  per  ■-  u  1  - 
cent,  on  th<p  piroducc,  and  a  duty  of  30s.  on  every  f-  ^zl. 
iipported  ncgrp*  fisrvcd  to  cooiplfte  the  ruin  of  the 
adventurers. 

French  houfe  negroes  better,  field  much  worfcP.  229. 
treated  than  our  own. 

The  price  of  negroes  in  1765,  was  £.  46  10s.  per  p.  230. 
Bead.  ~  Af  preftnt" they  are  ;f .  CO.    Before  the  report 
of  an  al^litioo  prime  negroes  Uild  ^t£.2Sto£>t8, 

The  relief  held  out  by  Parliament  in  cafes  of  fa-  p,  433, 
.nnae,  by  permitting;  the  Governor  of  any  IfUod  to 
'  import  provtfinis  wxa  the  foreign  Ifiands,  is  futile'; 
"becsufe  00  fiores  of  provifiona  are,  or  can  be,  kept 
there.    -Hurricaaes  hare  done  great  damage. 

h  is  the  maxim,  and  the  iotcrdft  of  PUnters  to 
rafe  Creoles. 


Witnefs  examined, — John  AMTaoMY  Rocker,  Esq. 

Is  a  confiderable  proprietor  of  lands  in  Grenada,  p   ^ar. 
Cariacao  and  St.  Vincent. 

Would  not  have  adventured  his  property  if  he 
had  underdood  that  Great  Britain  would  prohibit 
the  importation  of  negroes  ;  wifhes  he  had  not.  Has' 
lent  large  fums,  which  he  would  not  have  done, 
bad  he  apprehended  abolition  of  flave-trade.  Has  not 
fufficient  numbers  to  keep  up  the  prefent  cultivation. 
Cannot  potitively  fay,  whether  the  ftock  may,  in  fu- 
ture, be  kept  up  by  breeding,  having  never  been  in 
the  W.  Indies,  but  is  informed  by  his  agents  they 
cannot. 

Abolition  will  have  a  dreadful  effcd,  as  we  muft 
have  recourfe  to  foreigners  to  fupply  us  with  fugar, 
which  will  caufe  a  balance  of  trade  againft  Great 
Briuin  of  loooooo  to  izooooo.  ^he  lofs  of  (hip- 
sing  would  aUb  be  great. 

Li  The 
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X  790.     The  credit  of  W.  India  property  was  Tery  bad  befeM 

.part  ILthe  agitation  of  this  queflion,  and  it  is  now  growo 

'—»'■*'  much  worfe.  The  fecurity  of  the  large  delit  fr(»n  the 

P.  1J7>\V'.  Indies  to  G.  Britain  would  be  materially  injured. 

The  purchafes  he  made  in  the  W.  Indies  were  par^ 

ticularly  fortunate  and  advantageous. 

The  experience  of  15  year^  has  caughf  him  the 
(lock  of  negroes  cannot  be  kept  up  by  breeding. 


Witncfs  examined, — John  Hakkst,  Efq. 

Is  a  very  large  proprietor  of  lands  in  the  Ceded 
Iflands,  fince  1764,  has  alio  very  large  fums  out* 

'ftanding.  Would  neither  have  purchafed  hmds  nor 
lent' money,  had  he  conceived  the  importation  of  ne- 
groes would  have  been  prohibited. 

His  etlate  can  by  no  means  be  cultivated  without  oe- 
P.  aao.  groes,  nor  has  he,  at  prefent,  a  fufficicnt  ftock,  nor  can 
he  keep  up  a  ftock  without  fupplies  from  Africa. 

Believes  the  defedt  of  population  not  owing  to  ill 
treatment  or  exceflSve  labour. 

Effe^  of  abolition  will  be  the  gradual  decay  and, 
at  iaft,  ruin  of  the  tflands. 

The  agitation  of  this  qucftion  has  injured  the  cre- 
dit on  W.  India  property,  and  if  the  fupply  of  ne- 
groes be  flopped,  the  fecurity  of  the  large  debt  of 
the  planters  to  G.  Britain  will  be  very  materially 
injured. 
P.  240.  Never  was  in  the  W.  Indies — ^W.  India  credit  was 
very  good  before  the  war,  and  fince  would  have  re- 
vived but  for  the  queftion  of  abolition. 

Amount  of  the  advances  of  this  houfe  on  W.  India 
property,  was  about  j^  250000,  at  5  per  cent. 


,  241. 


Witnefs  examined,— William  Top,  Efq. 

Is  a  merchant  of  London,  arid  proprietor  of  lands 
ill  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines,  fince  ^774  or  1775. 


Wi  Ilil»txs."-N.  AhiricA^  Tod,  ij^ 

—49  alfo  a  creditor  on  the  fecutity  of  W,  India  eflttes.  J  7SK>> 

Eftates  cadDotI  in  his  opinioa,  be  cultivated  but  Pare  IL 
Djr  negroes*  ^^^^^ 

Would  not  have  purchafed,  or  lent,  if  he  had  un- 
derftood  thar  the  importation  of  negroes  would  be 
prohibited. 

Eftates  have  not  a  fufficient  flock,  nor  could  that 
be  kept  up  without  fupplies  from  Airtica. 

DeieA  of  population  not  owing  to  ill  treatment, 
■nor  exceffive  labour. 

Effed  of  flopping  the  importation  from  Africa,  in 
bis  opinion,  would  be  fatal. 

Has  refiifed  to  lend  money  on  W.  India  fecuritjr, 
till  he  hw  the  event  of  the  queftion  of  abolition  of 
fiave  trade. 

The  fecurity  of  the  debt  from  the  W.  India  pUnten 
will  not  be  fo  good  as  it  Was  if  the  trade  be  flopped. 
•     Never  was  in  the  W.  Indies. 


Witnefs  examined, — Mr.  Robebt  Thomas. 

Refided  about  9  years  in  St.  Kitts  and  Nevis  as  a  p   ^a* 
fuigeon,  and  attended  between  4000  and  5000  ne- 
groes annually. 

A  furgcon's  attendance  expcfted  once  or  twice  a  p,  jjy, 
week,  or  daily,  if  neceflary.     On  mofl  eftates  6s.  per 
head  annually  allowed,    belides  extra  charges   for 
capital  operations,  &c.  and  night  vifits. 

Had  every  opportunity  of  obferving  how  negroes 
were  trcated,worked,  fed,  lodged  and  doathcd.  Thejr 
are  divided  into  three  clafles  or  gangs,  the  ift  or 
great  gang  able-bodied  negroes  (exclusive  of  tradef- 
inen  and  watchmen)  who  do  the  moft  laborious  part 
of  the  work.  The  ad,  or  weeding  gang,  from  the 
age  of  12  to  iS  or  ao,  fuch  as  are  weakly  or  ailing, 
and  employed  in  light  work.  The  3d  gang,  from 
the  age  of  6  to  12,  employed  in  picking  grafs  for 
f}ie  manager's  or  proprietors  flock. 
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.1790.      Negroes  io  Nevis  appcario  the  field  about  6  o'ck 

Pbit  IL  work  till  about  9,  when  they  breakfaft ;  at  {  before 

^■^'^  10  rcfutnc  their  work,  which  is  continued  to  12,  t}^ty 

*•  *48«are  then  difcharged  till  z,  in  this  interval,  ouc  of 

£rop,  the  major  part  of  the  gang  are  ezpe«3:ed  to 

bring  a  fmall  bundle  of  grafs,    during  crop:   die 

xattle  fed  with  fliced  cane-tops.    At  2  o'clock  they 

enter  the  field  again,  and  work  till  6,  and  about  f , 

if  aoL  of  crop,  a  few  bundles  of  grafs  are  again  thrown. 

Once  a  week  allowance  given  out  to  the  head  of  each 

f&mHy,  either  at  iz  at  noon,  or  about  7  at  night. 

Women  with  children  at  the  breaft  have  many  ia- 
^idgeneies,  as  coming  an  hour  later  into  the  field, 
j>ever.  throwing  .gTafs,  retiring  to  fuckle  their  iJiil- 
dren  ;  pregnant  women,  on  moft  of  the  eftates,  when 
^3  ot.  4  'months  gone  with  child,  if  in  the  large  gang, 
are  ufually  removed  to  the  fmall  one,  and  in  their 
7th  month  excufed.from  all  labour, . goiog  where 
and  doing  as  they  pleafe. — A  negro  midwife  attends 
the  lytng^n  women  in  natural  cafes,'  but  in  preter- 
natural a  furgepn,  who  has  a  handfome  fee,  about 
£  9'fterling.     A  nurfe  waits  on  the  woman,  when  de- 
.  .Jivered,  and  her  Jnfant,  till  fhe  can  attend  to  It  faerfelf ; 
.every  cofnfort  afforded  which  that  fituation  required, 
and  not  expe^ed  to  work  till  the  end  of  4  weeks, 
-  ^^nd  not  then  if  the  furgeoo  thought  a  longer  indul- 
,gence  ncceflary. 

For  the  cloaihing  of  negroes  eftates,  having  a  cre- 

P>  2.A0  ^'^  ^^  England,  uliially  let  a  fufficient  quantity  of 

"'.coarfe  baize  and  ofnabrugs  with  worfted  caps  and 

..proper  hats.    Each  negro  man  receives  a  quantity  of 

..baize  £br  a  blanket,  and  of  ofnabrug  for  a  fhort  jacket 

and  trowfers,  and  each  female  enough  for  a  ihogrc 

.wrapper  and  petticoat,  with  a  like  quantity  of  the 

.  baize.    The  younger  negroes  receive  a  proportion- 

^able  quantity.    Eiiates  having  no  credit  in  England, 

|buy  thefe  articles  of  the  ftore-keepers  at  a  high  price. 

.     For  "nany  of  the  negroes,  who  are  idly  difpofed, 

and  not  truft -worthy,  the  prbjprletorsor  roanageri  have 

^^thoie  articles  made  into  deaths,  and  given;  uem. 

For 
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".  For  die  titgro  iofants  many  ownert  elthd-  ftntl'  1790. , 
out  ahnualtjr  a  cot^>le  ,of  iiiits  of  baby  cloathft  or,  Part  It* 
ifrefidcDC,  hire  them  made  up  for  them  by  negro  <**^^^ 
fempftrefles. 

The  food  ufually  dtftributed  aoioitg  the  ntgroei 
Confifted  of  riccj  coarfe  flour,  rye-meal,  dried  pHS 
attd  biaDS,  Americao  com,  and  alfo  of  fait  proVi- 
£on,  viz.  herrings,  {had  and  other  iak  fifh ;  they 
had  alfo  the  Ifland  provilion,  vie.  potatoes,  yams, 
Indian  com,  bananas,  plantaaes  and  caflada;  but 
thcfe  three  laft  articles  were  the  produce  of  thdr  own 
provifion  ground,  their  private  property.  The  quan- 
tity of  prorifion  aUow«l  was  moftly  from  7  to  9  pints 
a  week  for  each  negro,  of  any  of  the  above  articles, 
and  the  fame  number  of  herrings  or  ihads,  or  a  pro-  F.  250. 
portionil  quaintity  of  fait  ii(h ;  the  above  quantity 
was  given  on  many  efiates  to  every  child  as  foon  as 
weaned.  This  food,  ia  his  judgment,  proper  for  the 
negroes,  and  though  a  bare  fufficiency  for  their  fup- 
port,  the  weekly  allowance  is  not  wholly  depended 
ta,  the  induftrtous  having  many  advantages  from 
iheir  provifion  ground,  the  produce  of  which  fur- 
niihes  them  with  confiderable  fums ;  as  well  as  railing 
hogs,  goats  and  various  fpecies  of  poultry,  Negroes 
liear  towns  derive  advantage  from  felling  grafs  and 
fuel  to  the  inhabitants.  Hence  they  have  food  amply 
fufHcient  for  their  fupport,  infomuch  that  many 
of  them  purchafe  fine  cloaths,  and  frequently  die 
pofiefled  of  what  may  be  called  large  fums  of  money 
to  them. 

Selddm  aify  relu£bmce  to  give  whatever  the  fur-, 
geoD  thought  proper  to  negroes  in  ficknefs,  fuch  as 
chicken  or  mutton  broth,  or  even  wine,  which  ai- 
ticlcs'tbe  mianager  regularly  made  a  Charge  «f  to 
the  owner. 

The.lo&'of  liegro  children  occafioned  by  denti' 
titfn,  wornts,  eiatiogdtrt;  alfodie  putrid  forethroiS,  p.  ^^t, 
vhkk  ufually  carries  offhuihbers;  but  the  prineipul 
caule  is,  ^  negled  of  tbe  mocbers.  _Hu4n»w* 
I      lew  inftances  «f  the  tetanus  or  lockcd-javv  in  chil- 
dren. 
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1790.  dren,  but  adults  very  liable  to  it  from  lacerated 

Pm  IL  wounds  or  injuries  in  the  tendinous  paits. 

•'"*'  "'      There  was  an  annual  diminution  of  negroes  on  ut 

e{bite,  whofe  owners  gave  a  pecuniary  reward  and 

other  indulgencics  to  every  mother,  who  reared  her 

child  to  the  age  of  2  years. 

Pregnant  women  during  the  time  of  their  l3ring-iii 
and  afterwards,  certainly  not  under  greater  duad-^ 
vant^es  than  the  lower  clafs  of  white  women  in  this 
country,  being  exempted  from  hard  labour  dur- 
ing pregnancy,  and  proper  care  taken  of  them  after 
lying-in.  See  248. 
P.  z^z.  The  caufes  of  the  decreafe  of  adult  nwrocs  Od 
the  fugar  plantations  very  numerous,  ift.  The  free 
and  eafy  intercourfe  of  females  with  males.  2d.  The 
frequent  abortions  which  the  women  defignedly  bring 
on  themfcives.  3d.  The  chronical  dtfeafes  to  which 
women  in  warm  climates  are  more  fubjcft  than  in 
colder  ones.  4th.  Putrid  fevers,  fore  throats,  and 
fluxes,  thelaftoccafioning  vaft  mortality.  6th.  The  im- 
moderate ufe  of  fpirits,  and  many  difeafes  contraded 
in  their  nightly  rambles  and  dances.  Laftly,  too  long 
fuckling,  viz.  about  z  years,  befides  many  difeafes 
prevalent  in  cold  climates. 

Except  in  cafes  of  atrocious  offences,  corporal 
chaiUfement  is  now  feldom  inflifted. 

Never  called  upon,  in  his  medical  capacity,  to 
negroes  after  fevere  puntfhment. 

Refident  in  St.  Kitts,   about  12  months  com- 
mencing in  1776. 
p^  j-»^     Refident  in  Nevis  from  1777  to  1785.    In  1788 
^    paflcd  8  months  in  Nevis  and  St.  Kitts,  but  not  as 
a  medical  man. 

The  preceding  evidence  relates  to  the  treatment 
of  negroes  in  St.  Kitts,  as  well  as  Nevis. 

Prefumes  a  greater  proportion  of  African  negroes 
may  die  in  the  firft  three  years  after  their  importation 
than  afterwards,  and  that  the  change  of  climate  pro- 
duces very;  great  effects  on  the  coaSitutioo  of  the  ne- 
groes 
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groes,  miny  dying  under  the  ^reateft  care  and  at-   17-90. 
tention,  though  put  to  ho  laborious  employment.     .Fart. II. 

Believes  labour  of  flares  by  no  means  tend  to  *  -v— * 
ihorten  their  lives,  as  they  always  appear  chcarful  P*  ■*54» 
during  crop  time  when  they  work  the  hardeft. 

The  Creole  negro  generally  indiiftrious,  the  Afri- 
can ufiially  very  indolent. 

A  woman  of  equal  health  and  ftrcngth  with  a  man, 
he  confiders  far  more  valuable,  becaufe  her  increafe 
benefits  the   proprietor;  fpsaks  not  of  field-negroes. 

Negroes  are  not  allowed  flioes,  nor  do  they  wifh  p 
to  wear  them.  '     ^^' 

Sr.  Kitts  and  Nevis  are  liable  to  fevere  droughts, 
by  which  almoft  all  vegetation  is  Hopped,  and  the 
ufual  produce  of  the  Iflands  diminiflied. 

Thinks  y  at  leaft  of  the  infants  born,  die  under  a 
twelvemonth. 

The  office  of  watchman  is  to  keep  cattle  from  in- 
truding on  cane^pieces,  whiill  the  plants  are  young, 
and  when  mature,  to  guard  them  from  depredations 
of  negroes.  Watchmen  alfo  attend  ftores,  &c.  where 
any  valuable  cffedtj  are  depolited. 

While  refident  in  Nevis  from  1777  to  1785,  an 
epidemical  putrid  fore  throat  prevailed  once  or  twice, 
which  carried  off  many  children,  and  almoft  every 
year  during  the  rainy  months,  fluxes  were  fatal  to  an    ^.g- 
great  many  full  grown  negroes,  elpecially  fuch  as    '     *  ' 
were  weakly. 

The  rains  commence  about  Augufl,  and  end  with 
November  or  the  beginning  of  December. 

Air  impregnated  with  moift  particles,  tends  to  give 
a  certain  cheek  to  the  perfpiratiun,  which  being 
thrown  upon  the  bowels,  is  very  apt  to  end  in  a  flux. 
Fluxes  are  apt  to  prevail  after  heavy  rains,  from  the 
water  that  is  commonly  drank  coming  down  from 
the  mountains  impregnated  with,  noxious  particles. 
In  17S6  a  putrid  fever  prevailed  in  both  Nevis  and 
St.  kitts,  which  fwept  off  many  black  and  whites. 
The  ilaves  in  that  and  the  former  year  were  more 
M  thaa 
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1790.  than  ufually  uoheattby,  fluxes  and  fevers  of  a  putrid 

Part  II  kind  prevailing  more  than  common. 

-  *    »    ''      Thinks  the  colonial  laws  reftrain  the  mafter  from 

■  "*•  *57*  excrcifiDg  any  undue  authority  over  his  flaves.     Any 

owner  ill  treating  them  would  certainly  be  defpifed, 

- '  and  not  admitted  into  the  fociety  of  refpediablc  men. 

The  planters  in  Nevis  more  ufualiyrefide  on  their 
cftates  than  in  mod  other  Iflands. 

The  owner  of  an  eftate,  if  refident  in  England, 
names  an  attorney,  who  appoints  a  manager^  whofe 
conduft  is  often  enquired  into  by  the  attorney,  and 
when  guilty  of  a  breach  of  truft,  or  of  any  fevcrities 
to  the' negroes,  he  is  difchargcd. 

As  to  whether  it  was  generally  believed  in  Nevis 
and  St.  Kitts,  that  the  law  of  England  extended  its 
protection  to  flaves  in  thofe  Iflands?  He  fays,  be- 
fore the  framing  of  the  Colonial  laws  of  the  different 
Iflands,  the  mafter  had  an  ablolute  authority  over 
.'  hisflavet  but  as  felf-intereft  is  a  predominant  paf- 
fion,  and  that  as  it  is  contrary  to  every  owner's 
intereft  to  be  cruel  to  his  negroes,  he  prefumes  that 
they  were  ufed  as  mildly  as  thky  now  are. 

The  allowance  given  to  the  flave  isjufta  fuiE- 
.  ciency  for  his  fupport,  the  fuperfluity  arifing  from  1 
this  and  the  produce  of  his  proviGon  ground,  which 
is  not  very  great,  is  converted  into  money  for  flaves 
private  purpofes.  The  ufual  quantity  of  ground  al- 
lotted each  flave,  befides  that  about  his  houfe,  may 
P.  258.  be  about  i  of  an  acre,  and  generally  fome  mountain- 
land.  The  i  acre  is  always  planted  with  potatoes 
or  fome  other  vegetables  for  the  flave's  ufe.  The  al- 
lotment of  mountain-land  is  always  increafed  in  pro- 
portion to  the  family  of  the  flave,  but  not  the  ground 
round  .the  houfe.  Many  eftates  have  no  mounuin 
ground,  the  owner  then  gives  a  greater  allowance  of 
roodi  Where  there  is  no  mountam-ground,  believes 
the  greateft  allowance  to  be  11  pints  of  any  kind  of 
grain  per  week,  befldesan  equal  numberof  herrings; 
tne  allowance  out  of  crop  time  being  greater  than 
during  the  crop^fealba ;  the  redudion^w  allowance 
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may  be  from  9  to  6  or  7  pints ;  but  at  this  time  the    1 790* 
negroes  hare  many  atdvantages,  fuch  as  a  fupply  of  Fart  II. 
hot  fyrup,  a  liberty  of  eating  canes,  and  are  in  bet-  »— v— ' 
ter  condition  and  health  than  at  any  other  period  of 
the  year. 

The  negro-women  lie-in  in  their  own  houfes. 

Never  law  much  whipping,  and  on  his  laft  vifit  ™*  *59* 
to  theW.  Indies  found  it  was  almoft  difufed,  con- 
finement being  attended  with  better  confequences> 
for  a  negro  would  rather  be  whipped  than  confined. 
And  this  difcontinuance  of  whipping  he  thinks  to  the 
interefl:  of  both  mafter  and  (lave. 

From  the  intereO:  of  the  Planter  depending  on  the 
{lave,  the  tyrannic  aAs  of  opprefHon  and  tortures  faid 
to  be  infli^ed  on  the  negroes,  are  furely  fuch  abfur- 
,  dities  as  are  felf-apparent. 

Is  very  certain  the  cultivation  of  fugar  eftates  can- 
not be  carried  on  by  Europeans. 

Is  perfedly  fenfible  it  is  the  intereft  and  wilh  of 
the  Planters  in  general  to  rear  as  many  negro-children, 
as  chey  can. 

Has  pofitive  evidence  that  the  flaves  in  the  W,  ?•  a6o.  . 
India  Illands,  have  a  decided  fuperiority,  as  to  every 
comfort  of  life  over  the  common  labourers  and  poor 
people  of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  by  being  regularly 
lupplied  with  every  ncceflary  of  life,  cloatning,  food, 
comfortable  houfes,  proteftion  in  health,  the  beft 
advice  in  Hcknefs,  and,  on  their  deceafe,  having  a 
father  and  prptedor  for  their  children. 
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^79^'  Witnefs  examinedr-jAUEs  Tobih,  Efq^ 

*  y  J  Has  lived  lo  or  12  years  in  the  W.  Jndies  at  difr 
ferent  times,  chiefly  in  Nevis.  Ha?  oiftcn  been  in 
St.  Kitt's,  and  occafipnally  in  mod  other  Engljfh  anq 
fome  French  iflands.  Knows  the  manner  of  cuVtir 
]S«  'a.'6l.  vating  W.  Indian  eftates,  and  has  an  eftate  in  Ncyis. 
Thinks  it  impoflible  to  cultivate  W.  Lidia  Innds  by 
any  other  than  negro  labour.  Sees  no  rcafon  why 
free  negroes  (hquM  not  do  as  much  work  as  flaves, 
but  never  knew  a  free  negp  do  field  labour.  In  St. 
Vincent  are  many  free  negroes,  (impropcily  called 
Caribs)  and  there  negro  labpur  is  very  dear;  but 
were  they  difpofed  to  work,  the  [planters  would  give 
fhem  very  great  prices  ;  they  live,  however,  like 
favages.'  In  Jamaica  there  is  a  good  number  of  fice 
negroes ;  but  he  does  not  find  that  any  of  them  work 
in  the  field  for  hire. 

•    Does  not  conceive  it  poflible  to  cultivate  fugar 
plantations  by  whites. 

Does  not  think  that  the  number  cf  negroes  fuffi- 
cient  to  cultivate  fugar  eftates  can  be  kept  up  by  pro- 
pagation, for  ihcfe  rcafons  —  more  males  importe4 
than  females,  from  the  Africans  being  all  Polygamifts, 
p.  j62.  and  of  courfe  unwilling  to  part  with  their  females— 
the  early  and  promifcuous  intercourfe  of  the  fexes— . 
the  venereals — young  females  procuring  abortioqs, 
topreferveUieir  perfons— the  bbftruflions,  &c.,  the 
female  negroes  are  fubjedl  to  from  their  irreguljri- 
ties — the  negro  women  fuckling  too  long — the  pre- 
mature debility  of  the  men  by  fpiritSrr-the  little  care 
too  many  of  the  negro  women  are  apt  to  take  of  their 
children — the  many  difbrders  to  which  negro  chil- 
dren are  peculiarly  fubjeft,  as  fluxes,  worms,  and 
fhe  fevers  incident  thereto,  the  lock'd  jaw,  and  eating 
dirt.  On  his  eftate  has  had  2  males  to  3  fertiales,  of 
whom  remarkable  care  has  been  taken — a  free  wo- 
man conllantly  attends  the  fick  and  breeding  wo- 
men; yet,  for  tbefc  4  or  5  years,  he  has  but  juft 
ben  able  to  keep  up  his  number. 

Has 
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Has  never  Found  the  lockUjaw  fo  frcquem.in   1790. 
^evis  as  in  Si.  Kiti's,  and  ftveral  other  iflaiids.  Pare.  II, 

Negroes,  infent  and  adult,  are  fubjeft  to  fluxes,  »— v— ' 
j>utrid  fevers,  and  fore  throats,  befides  the  fmall- 
pox,  meafles,  &c. ;  and  has  no  reafon  to  think  the 
lofles  from  thefe  difeafes  would  be  counierbalanced 
by  breeding. 

Negroes  are  ufually  fed  with  flour,  Indian  com,  p.  2.62, 
rye  meal,  bifcuit,  Guinea  corn,  and  other  grain ;  and 
yams,  potatoes,  8ec.,  when  to  be  had  :  they  have  be- 
fides, lak  herrings,  fait  fiih,  &c.  The  provifions  al- 
lowed may  be  fufficient ;  but  it  is  always  underftood 
that  they  arc  to  add  to  their  allowance  by  their  own 
^nduflry,  which  jchey-can  do,  having  always  land  to 
plant,  ^d  leave  to  raife  goats,  hogs,  and  poultry,  to 
rdl  for  themfelyes;  alfo  grafs  and  wood,  which  they 
ifell  in  the  towns.  During  his  refidence  in  the  W. 
Indies,  perhaps  2-3ds  of  the  fre(h  provifions  he  ufed 
^crc  bought  of  his  flaves,  or  thofe  of  others. 

The  negroes  have  Ofnabrugs,  or  coarfe  linen,  for  a 
jacket  and  breeches  for  the  men,  and  a  jacket  and 
petticoat  for  the  women ;  with  fome  woollen  cloth, 
and  generally  hats  and  caps,  at  leall  once  a  year. 
The  children  of  all  ages  are  allowed  cloathing. 

Negroes'  houfes  are  built  by  themfelves,  wuh  the 
mifters'  help,  .with,  at  leaft,  two  rooms,  one  to  fleep 
Jn,  the  other  for  common  ufe  ;  many  of  their  houfes 
have  3  or  4  rooms,  wjth  cook  rooms  detached. 

The  houfes  are  generally- thatched   and  wattled, 
and  many  plalftercd  ;  but  many  head  negroes,  par-  p      g 
liculaily  in  Si.  Kite's,   have  boarded  and   fliingled    "       ^ 
houfes.     They  fleep  on  raifcd  benches  fpread  with 
malts  and  blankets. 

On  all  eftates  there  are  regular  fick  nurfes,  and  ge- 
jierally  a  furgeon  employed  by  the  year.  Sick  flaves 
have  fago,  ponable  foup,  wine,  frelh  meat,  &c. 
Poultry  and  mutton  are  often  killed  to  make  them 
.fcroth.  He  knew  a  convalcfcent  flavehave  16  lambs, 
fach  word]  2  dollars,  killed  for  his  ufe. 

A  negro  woipan,  4  or  ^  months  gope  with  child,  . . 
lytjflti 
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1790.  works  not  in  any  of  the  gangs,  but  picks  grafs,  at- 
Pirt  II.  tends  the  children  in  die  field,  or  does  fome  light 
t^vorf  work,  more  to  keep  her  in  cxercife;  than  for  profit. 
In  lying-in  Ihe  has  the  fame  atreotibn  as  the  fick. 
A  midwife  is  generally  on  the  cftate;  but  in  cafes 
of  ncceffity  an  ellablilhed  praditioner  is  called  at  a 
very  heavy  expeocc  ;  as  midwifery,  night  vifits,  or 
capital  operations,  are  paid  for  extra.  They  have 
always  4  weeks  to  lye  in,  and  more,  if  ncceffary ;  and 
after  coming  out,  are  allowed  to  come  an  hour  or  two  ■ 
later  into  the  field  whilft  nurfing.  Never  tecollefts 
feeing  a  negro  woman  far  gone  with  child  put  to  any 
bard  laboun 

Lame,  incurably  difeafed,  and  aged  negroes,  have 

_     ,    thfe  fame  food,  clothing,  and  accommodation,  as  if 

"*  *  5*  perfectly  ferviceable.     He  is  warranted  to  fay,  that 

the  punilhments  of  flavcs  are  mild,  compared  to 

thofc  of  Britilh  foldicrs  and  feamcn. 

From  obfervation  he  has  no  doubt  but  the  fitiiation 
of  the  W.- India  llavcs  (puniftiments  apart)  is  pre- 
ferable to  that  of  the  labouring  poor  in  Europe,  the 
cltnaate  giving  an  obvious  advantage  to  the  flave ; 
for  in  a  coid  climate  two  of  the  grcattft  luxuries  are 
warm  lodging  and  warm  clothing,  both  which  the 
labouring  poor  can  fcarcely  procure  ;  but  in  the  W. 
Indies  cool  lodging  and  cool  clothing  are  two  of  the 
grcaieft  indulgencies,  both  which  the  negro  can  ca- 
fily  obtain. 

The  labour  expedcd  from  the  negroes  varies  with 
their  ftrength,  and;  in  fome  meafure,  with  the  fea- 
(bns.  They  are  generally  divided  into  3  gangs  ;  the 
great  gang  confifts  of  the  ableft  men  and  women ; 
the  fmall  gang,  of  the  younger  and  lefs  able;  and 
the  grafs  gang,  of  children  under  an  old  woman,  to 
keep  them  out  of  mifchief,  and  ufe  them  to  employ- 
ment. The  great  gang  hole  the  ground  ;  in  weed- 
ing and  in  crop  the  two  gangs  are  generally  united. 

The  negroes  are  generally  called  into  the  field  by 

a  bell  about  6  o'clock ;  about  8  they  have  i  hour  for 

P.  266.'breakfafl:,  generally  in  the  field;  in  about  J  of  an 

hour 
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hour  they  refume  their  work,  which  ihcy  continue  1790. 
till  noon ;  but  In  very  dry  feafons  (being  out  of  crop  E^rt  11. 
ezpefted  to  bring  grafs  at  noon)  they  are  generally  <  v*^ 
difchaiged  at  about  i  pad  11.  At  2  o'clock  they 
return  m  the  field,  and  continue  till  about  6,  whea 
they  are  difcharged  to  bring  more  grafs ;  in  crop 
when  the  ftock  is  fed  on  cane- tops,  and  little  or  tx> 
giafs  required.  A  few  attend  the  mill  and  bcHling 
hoofe  fome  hours  after  dark ;  and  on  fome  eflates 
being  divided  into  proper  fpells,  they  attend  thetn 
moft  of  the  night,  fo  that  on  the  whole  the  crop 
may  be  called  the  feafon  of  hardeft  labour ;  and  j'ct 
the  flaves  are  always  then  heartieft.  On  the  whole, 
he  is  convinced  that  the  labour  of  a  negro  through 
the  year  is  by  no  means  fo  fevere  $s  that  of  aa  EngliOi 
labourer. 

Out  of  crop  the  negroes  can  generally  go  to  reft 
by  7  o'dock  ;  but  this  partly  depends  on  themfelvcs, 
as  they  are  fometimcs  backwanl  in  bringing  their 
grafs,  and  generally  come  to  get  their  allowance  ac 
that  hour.  As  it  is  dark  between  6  and  7,  it  could 
anfwcr  no  purpofe  to  keep  them  out  of  crop,  from 
their  houfes,  after  that  hour. 

The  cultivation  of  a  fugar  eftate  bears  a  much, 
nearer  refemblance  to  that  of  a  garden,  than  to  that 
of  an  Englith  farm.  Planters  who  have  kept  this 
idea  in  view  have  generally  made  the  moft  of  their 
property.  W.-India  lands  require  very  nice  prepara- 
tion. No  produce  is  fown ;  every  thing,  even 
grain,  being  planted  :  the  plough  and  other  Euro- 
pean implements  are  therefore  excluded  :  the)'  have, 
he  believes,  been  tried  on  eftates  level  enough  to 
admit  the  experiment,  but,  he  is  well  informed,  with- 
out any  good  effefts.  The  young  cane  fprouts  are  re-  p  g 
markably  tender,  and  require  repeated  hcHngs,  to  be  '  '' 
done  moft  carefully  of  courfe  by  hand.  Manure  in  the 
W.  Indies  is  not  fprcad  as  in  England,  but  is  car- 
ried and  carefully  placed  round  each  plant  fcpa- 
rately ;  fo  that  wheelbarrows  ©r'  cans  could  not  be 
ufed  aftet  the  canes  are  come  up ;  but  the  manure  is 

gene- 
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1 790.  generally  carted,  and  made  into  heaps  at  proper  dif- 
Part  II.  tanccs  on  the  land  before  holing,  to  fave  as  mtiCh  of 
v'  \f-f  the  work  as  poflibic  to  the  negroes.  In  Nevis  and 
Montferrat  it  would  be  impoflible,  from  the  ropks, 
(except  a  very  few  fpots)  even  to  try  the  plough. 
The  fcvere  droughts,  to  which  the  fmall  illands  ire 
rubje^:,  would  alio  be  an  invincible  impediment  tu 
the  plough,  as  lands,  if  they  could  be  ploughed^ 
would  require  a  long  time  to  mellow.  The  planter* 
are  fo  fenfible  of  the  value  of  negro  labour,  that  they 
have  left  very  few  experiments  untried  that  were 
likely  to  lelTen  it — it  being  a  maxim  among  all  pru- 
dent planters  never  to  employ  a  negro  in  doing  fuch 
work  as  can  be  done  otherwife. 

In  St.  Kitt's  (taking  cattle,  to  provide  manure  and 
fave  negro  labour,  prevails  more  than  in  any  ifland 
he  knows.  In  Nevis  they  ufe  moving  pens,  Ibme- 
what  like  (heep  folds ;  by  which  dung  is  made  where 
it  is  ufcd. 

There  are  very  few  places  where  fmall  light  dung 
carts,  drawn  by  mules,  cannot  be  ufed ;  but  in 
places  too  ftccp  for  fuch  carts,  the  manure  is  car- 
ried out  ill  horfe-hair  bags,  on  mules,  to  fave  negro 
labour. 
p  268  Moft  planters  certainty  prefer  Creole  flaves  to 
Africans,  and  therefore  pay  all  poUible  attention  to 
breeding. 

Knows  in  Xevls,  that  a  pecuniarj'  reward  is  given 
to  the  mother  on  rearing  her  child  to  be  2  years  old  j 
and  that  freedom  from  all  labour  is  gr-anted  to  every 
negro  woman  who  is  the  mother  of  6'  working  chil- 
dren. 

From  reading,  and  from  converting  with  men  well 
acquainted  with  Africa,  and  from  occafional  conver- 
liition  with  Africans  tliemfelves,  has  every  reafon  to 
think  that  their  fituation  is  better  generally  in  the  W. 
Indies,  than  it  wa*!  in  their  own  country ;  and  it  is 
very  fingular,  that  there  never  was  an  inftance  of  a 
negro  (even  an  African)  who  had  obtained  bis  free- 
dom, ever  icturning  to  Africa,  or  even  exprefluig  a 

wifli 
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wifti  to  d(rfo.    This  has  been  faid  to  arife  from  the  1790. 
conoeftions  they  have  made  in  the  W.  Indies ;  and  Fart.  IL 

if  fo,  it  proves  that  they  can  form  conncftions  there  *''  v  ' 
equally,  if  not  more,  agreeable  to  them  than  thofe 
they  quitted.  It  is  a  general  miflake  to  fuppofe  that 
negroes  in  the  W.  Indies  are  very  anxious  to  procure 
their  fkeedom  ;  if  fo,  many  of  them  could  buy  their 
freedom  with  the  money  they  fave.  Has  known 
freedom  offered  to  (laves  on  the  moft  moderate  terms, 
andrefufed,  bccaufe  they  ftiould  lofc  their  friends  p.  jfig. 
and  protecttm.  Has  little  doubt  but  thofe  negroes 
could  have  bought  their  freedom  at  the  fum  pro- 
pofcd ;  is  pofitive  in  one  inflance,  as  he  (the  flave) 
has  bought  his  fon's  freedom,  and  flaves  for  his  fon's 
ufe,  himfelf  (who  was  a  fifherman,  280)  ftill  rcr 
.inaioing  a  flave. 

It  is  very  common  for  free  negroes  to  marry  (In 
the-r  fenfe  of  the  word)  women  flaves,  though  they 
know  that  their  offspring  would  be  flaves. 

Has  refided  in  England  as  aW.-India  merchant 
fince  1784. 

Has  great  reafon  to  think  that  the  agitation  of  the 
queftion  for  abolifliing  the  flave  trade  has  had  efTefts 
on  W.-lndia  credit,  very  baneful  arid  very  extenfive. 
The  houfc  he  is  concerned  in,  and,  he  believes, 
many  greater  houfes,  have  been  deterred  by  this 
confideration  alone  from  making  advances. 

Was  moftly  in  the  W.  Indies  from  1758  till  1766.  p.  270, 
His  father  poflefTcd  the  family  el^aic  for  that  time, 
and  for  a  great  part  of  it  renter  of  another  pretty  con- 
fiderable  property ;  in  the  management  of  both  which 
he  was  chiefly  employed.  In  1766  he  returned  to 
England,  remaining  there  till  1777,  when  he  went 
back  to  the  W.  Indies,  and  (taid  rill  1784.  Did  not 
particularly  attend  to  his  gang  rill  he  lad  left  the 
W.Indies,  being  before  that  time  employed  in  get- 
ting rid  of  fome  of  the  worfl,  and  in  procuring  a 
gang,  likely  to  increafe.  In  1784,  had  yi  malesand 
100  females;  in  1785,  72  malesand  98  females;  in 
'786)  73  nules  and  98  females,  having  this  year 
■  ^umb.  2.  N  bought 
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1790.  bought  oDc;  in  1787,  77  males  and  loz  females,  6 

'  Fart  II.  new  b^roes  bciag  bought — the  increafe  this  year 

K— V— ^  was  3;  1111788,  7^  males  and  io3  females,  having 

with  fuch  a  fupcriority  of  females  barely  been  able 

to  keep  up  the  number,  but  oatinot  ftace  the  births 

and  deaths  in  that  period. 

P.  271.'    In  St.  Kitt's  the  land  is  fo  very  valuable  that  the 

negro  houfes  Hand  very  clofe ;  the  negro  grounds, 

therefore,  are  generally  at  fome  dillance  from  thdr 

houfes.     In  Nevis,  where  land  is  not  fo  valuable,  the 

houfes  {land  farther  afunder,  and  there  is  generally  a 

lot  of  land  to  each  houfe ;  but  in  both  beheves  it  is 

ufual  (in  Nevis  it  is)  to  allow  them  one  crop  from  a 

7    piece  of  cane  land,  befides  the  land  round  their 

houfes  and  the  negro  provifioa  ground.    The  diftant 

land  is  generally  cither  mountain  land,  or  gutfides. 

Had  about  260  or  270  acrts  in  culrivation,  of 
which  in  general  he  planted  yearly  about  90. 

The  whites  in  his  fcrricc  were  a  manner,  an 
overfecr  all  the  year,  and  a  diftiller  in  crop — he  hired 
a  free  Mulatto  woman  to  attend  the  fick  and  the 
lying-in  woitaan;  and  the  fame  number  were  em- 
ployed in  his  abfence. 

Never  knew  any  fenlible  planter  who  did  not  ibink 
it  for  his  iutercft  to  breed,  rather  than  buy  flaves. 

Thinks  the  general  treatment  of  (laves  to  be  better 
DOW  than  it  was  jo  or  40  years  ago ;  but  knows  of 
no  particular  alicxarions  of  late. 

The  proteSicm  enjoyed  by  the  flaves  in  thcfe  two 

iflands  was  that  of  the  laws  of  England — be  does  not 

recollect  any  colonial  laws  in  Nevis  interfering  with 

P.  272.  ^^'^-    '**  St.  Kitt's  he  believes  there  is  a  law  to 

'puniflithe  maiming  of  flaves,  paffed  in  1783. 

Apprehends  it  to. have  been  the  general  opinion, 
that  the  En^Sh  law  extended  to  flaves  in  Nevis  and 
St.  Kitt*s. 

.  Inftances  proceedings  In  Nevis  in  the  cafe  of  a 
fuppofed  murder  of  a  negro  by  2  white  men,  carried 
on,  as  he  apprehends,  under  the  laws  of  England : 
and  another  of  a  white  overfeer,  fuppofed  to  have 
I  wantonly 


wantonly  murdered  a  negro  of  the  eftate  he  lived  on,    j  ygp, 
wlio  was  capitally  indited  and  tried ;  but  the  proofs  Part  II. 
not   appearing   fatisfaAory,    found    guilty  of  man-  ^    ^    ■ 
llauehter — fentenced  to  a  year's  impriionmem. — ^Vide 
pvticulars. 

Can't  fay  it  was  commonly  underftood  that  the  P.  273. 
flave  was  fecured  by  the  laws  of  England  from  im- 
moderate puiit(hment  by  his  mafler ;  but  knows  it  to 
be  a  general-received  opinion,  that  all  the  laws  of 
England  are  in  force  in  the  W.  Indies,  where  they 
arc  not  (ountera&ed  by  panicular  colonial  laws. 

Rooma  were  nor  genwally  appropriated  for  lyine- 
in  woqieo,  as*  many  planters,  in  the  old  iflands,  hold 
even  bofj^tals  to  be  more  detrimental  than  ufeful,  by 
increaliQg  epidemicks;  and  where  the  negroes  are 
moftly  Creoles,  the  fick  and  lying-in  women  find 
themlelves  more  at  eafe  in  their  houfts. 

There  is  a  poll  tax  in  Nevis  and  St.  Kitt*s,  which, 
he  believes,  commences  from  the  birth. 

Few  of  the  flaves  pretend  to  much  religion — their 
morals,  probably,  as  good  as  thofe  of  the  very  lower 
order  in  England. 

The  regulating  aft,  he  has  been  informed,  hasp.  174. 
raifcd  the  price  of  ilavcs ;  and  to  it  he  chiefly  anri- 
butes  the  late  advance. 

Has  reafon  to  think,  that  the  fituation  of  field  ne- 
groes in  the  French  iflands  is  by  no  means  better 
than  in  the  Englifli,  efpecially  as  to  puniftimcnt — 
the  houfe  negroes  fccm  to  be  treated  with  more  la- 
miliatity  than  in  the  Englifh  iflands,  but  doubts 
whether  that  materially  benefit  them.  The  Code  P.  275. 
Noir  appears  to  be  well  calculated  to  fccure  good 
treatment  to  the  flaves ;  but  he  believes  it  is  far  from 
being  rigidly  enforced,  and  fometimes  it  is  impoffible 
for  the  planter  to  comply  with  it,  partiailarly  refpeift- 
ing  provifions.  Believes  the  French  planters  oftener 
reude  on  their  eflates  than  the  Englifh. 

The  negroes  arc  not  likely  to  be  better  ufed  by  the 

proprietor,  than  by  a  prudent  manager,  becaule  the 

Iprmer  feels  immediately  the  expence  of  an  atnple 

N  4  provifioQ 
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T79Q.  provifion  and  neceflaries,  which  the  latter  docs  not ; 
Fart  IL  and  it  is  a  particular  pleafure  to  the  manager,  re- 
*— v^-*  dounding  much  to  his  credit,  that  the  negroes  under 

him  look  well. 
P.  276.      Does  not  recoiled:  any  managers  difcharged  for 
(hewing  too  great  indulgence  to  the  negroes  in  food 
anf^  labour. 

Information,  as  to  their  true  intereft,  b  equally  ac- 
ccflible  to  to  the  French  as  to  the  Englifh  planters ; 
but  from  obfervation  thinks  the  former  in  general  noc 
{o  well  educated  as  the  latter. 

.  The  greateft  time  the  n^rocs  have  to  cultivate 
their  ovfn  land  is  all  Sunday — fometimes,  andin  Tea- 
,'  fonable  weather,  when  a  little  extra  tione  is  likely  to 
be  particularly  ufeful  to  them,  they  have  Saturday  af- 
■  ternoon  ;  iiod  he  believes,  oa  fonie  eftates,  they  ge- 
nerally have  it;  befides  there  are  holidays,  2  or  3  at 
Chrilbnas,  Good  Friday  in  general,  and  on  many 
eflates,  a  day  at  the  finiftiing  crop,  the  other  tj(pes  are 
fuch  as  they  chufe  to  take  feom  their  reft  ; ,  the  2  hours 
at  noon  is  feldom  employed  in  preparing  a  r^ular 
meal,  their  chief  meal  being  fuppcr ;  lb  that  they  often 
work  their  ground  then. 

The  allowance  from  the  Mafter  generally,  he 
thinks,  is  regular  and  fettled,  but  fometijoes  affefted 
by  .the  (carcity  Or  plenty  of  provifions  to  be  bought. 

The  allowance  differs  in  fome  meafure  on  different 
eflates  J  the  average  may  be  ftated  at  about  6  to  9, 
or  10  pints  of  gram  or  flour  for,each  negro  per  week, 
including  every  weaned  child  ;  befides  this  they  have 
6  or  8  herrings  per  week,  or  fait  fUh,  &c.  in  propor- 
Ft  277.tion;  in  addition  to  which,  on  mapy  eftaies,  and  on 
all  which  he  direded,  they  had  out  of  crop,  a  re- 
gular breakfaft  ferved  them  in  the  field,  of  a  bifcuit, 
molaflTes  and  water,  qualified  with  rum  in  rainy  wea- 
ther. Whenever  from  indolence  or  inattention  to 
dreffingthe  provifions  ferved  out,  any  negroes  fall  off, 
they  have  more  yiftuals  ferved  out  to  them  drefled. 
Negroes  thns  fed  with  drcffed  viftuals,  are  called  the 
pot  gang ;  and  it  is  a  reproach  for  a  negna  to  be  fo 
carelefs 


carelefs  as  to  be  obliged  to  be  fed. that  way.  On  mod  1790. 
ellates  a  pot  is  boiled  daily  for  ths  children,  weak  and  Part  II, 
convalcfceot  nsgrocs,  and  thofe  under  confinement,    t— v>-^- 

The  negroes  may  ncglcift  their  provifion  grounds, 
but  on  fbme  ellates  they  are  obliged  by  their  mafters 
to  cultivate  fuch  grounds,  though  this  is  not  common. 
The  charafler  of  negroes  as  to  indolence  or  indu(^, 
as  various  as-^hat  of  whites,  and  depends  much  on 
the  part  of  the  coaft  they  come  from. 

Has  found  it  eaf/  to  pe^uade  fome  negroes  to 
adopt  fuch  alterations  in  managing  their  own  con- 
cerns as  might  tend  to  their  advantage,  but  in  gene- 
ral they  are  obltinately  wedded  to  their  own  cuftoms. 

Not  to  be  fuppofed  that  miny  negroes  poffefs  con*  p^  jjSt 
fiderable  property  in  a  {mall  iiland,  like  Nevb ;  bc- 
fides  they  are  very  jealous  of  letdng  their  owners  or 
managers  know  it. 

A  mm  fufiicient  to  .buy  a  field  negroe's  freedom, 
would  not  be  deemed  a  confiderable  property,  if  he 
chofe  to  fave  the  money  he  could  earn  inftead  of 
fpending  itia  fineries  for  himfelf  afid  his  wives,  and 
other  fuperfluities. 

His  property  depends  chiefly  on  the  quantity  of 
dock  and  poultry  hf  may  raife.         ...  '^ 

The  pa.llures  of  the  eftate,  if  extcnfive,  are  gene- 
rally more  than  enough  to  keep  the  matter's  ftock  in 
wet,  but  not  in  dry  weather. 

Severe  droughts  are  comtnon  in  Nevis  and  St.  Kite's, 
cfpccially  Nevis.  In  ihofe  droughts  the  maftcr's  cat- 
-tle  are  often  with  difficulty  furoiflied  with  fufficient 
grafs,  yet  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  from  fome  caufe 
or  oiher,  the  negro  ftock  feldom  or  ever  appears  if- 
fcAed  by  fuch  droughts.  The  ipanagers  are  not  in 
general  allowed  to  keep  ftock,  at  leaft  fuch  as  go  into 
the  paftures ;  fuch  ftock  out  of  crop  are  fed  with  _  . 
grafs  or  Ihrubs  gathered  by  grafs  gang  generally.  °' 

Surgeons,  for  their  attendance  in  thefe  two  iflands, 
have  ufually  6s.  per  ann.  for  each  negro,  young  and 
old ;  but  fuch  annual  fuin  is  the  leaft  part  of  their 
profit,  as  they  charge  for  every  night  vifit  3I.  6s. ; 

far 
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1790.  f^r  every  midwifery  cafe  (in  Nevis)  5  times  that 
Put  II.  ^""^>  3"^  ^^'^  ^"  capital  operations  in  the  fame  pro- 
» — ^ — t  ponion  ;  they  a!fu  charge  fcparately  for  inocutation. 
With  fome  of  the  moft  ufeftil  medicines  (bark  cfpc- 
ciatly)  they  are  generally  fupphed  by  the  ptafiters,  or 
charged  fcparately  by  the  furgeons.  Currency  varies 
from  160  to  18/ i  per  cent. 

It  is  not  very  common  fcM-  field  negnocs  to  have 
more  than  one  wife. 

Apprehends  that  taking  the  cpaft  of  Guinea  alto- 
gether, the  W.-India  iftahds  may  be  fajd  to  be  in  a 
healthier  climate;  and  yet,  from  experience,  thfc 
change  (/  the  climates  has  very  bad  efie£ts  od  the 
negroes,  on  their  firft  vrival. 

Doubts  very  mtich  whether,  if  the  n^roes  in  the 

-p     -     W.  IndreB  w^re  fo  be  freed,  they  woold  be  nearly  as 

•  ^  '"happy  as  they  are  now  ;  but  to  mch  of  them  as  have 

indullry  and  pruden(;e:to  makb'a  proper.  u(e  of  it, 

freedom  is  preferable;  but  thofe  who  ^ufc  it,  are 

.  lefs  happy  than  a  good  flave. 

In  the  prefcntftateofthciftands,  and  few  as  free  ne- 
groes are,  theyx^n  earn  more  by  fundry  trades,  fi(h- 
itig,,  &c.  with  the  fame  time  and  induftrv,  than  by 
hiring  themfelvcs  to  do  field  work  on  eftates'at  the 
ufual  price;  but  w#re  a  general  emancipation  to  take 
place,  or  the  number  of  free  negroes  greatly  increafed. 
It  might  probably  be  otherwifc;  it  cannot  therefore 
be  cxpefled,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  ifiands,  'that 
free  negroes  Ihould  offer  to  do  field  labour. 
P.  2S2.  The  communication  between  the  W,  Indies  and 
Africa  not  very  frequent,  but  vdTels  are  occafionally 
fent  from  the  ifland  to  trade  for  flaves. 

Believes  few  managers  keep  negroes  to  let  as  job- 
bing gangs,  either  to  their  maflers  or  others. 

The  cane  pieces,  provifions,  and  other  (lores,  are  ge- 
neralh)'  warched. 

For  the  proteftion  of  free  negroes  from  ill  ufage, 
e^-ery  law  is  as  much  open  to  them  as  to  Whites. 
P.  283.      Siippofes  an  African  cannot  lay  by  a  fiim  to  buy 
liis  freedom  in  a  Ihort  time  after  his  importation,  and 
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ID  his  compaiifoo  of  the  flaie  of  flaves  !a  the  W.  Iq-    >79o- 
dies,  and  oegrbcs  in  Africa,  and  alfo  of  the  fomuer  and  Pan:  U. 
the  labouring  poor  of  England,  he  has  alluded  to  the  *— v—* 
rolerabtjr  induflrious  flaves,  wbich,  in  h&,  arc  the 
majority.    The  profligate  and  incorrigible  are  geoe- 
ratlf  apt  to  run  away,  to  fell  their  clothes,  and  to  oeg- 
led  the  food  allowed  them,  are  often  loitering  about 
the  towns,  and  firolliog  along  the  bays  and  lea  Ude, 
half  naked,  and  »parendy  half  flaived-;  and  isam 
Tuch  wretches  he  thinks  the  ftate  of  the  flaves  In  xix 
iflandshas  been  ci^cribcd  and  publilhed  in  Englaod, 
by  peo^e  who  have  traoflently  Vifited  tliem,  w.ithouc 
knowing  the  management  of  eflates,  and  the  tics- 
ment  ofthe  flaves. 

Three  perfons  hive  been  tried,  convWed,  aiid 
puntlhed,  for  ill  treating:  their  own  flaves,  uoder  the. 
common  law  of  EnglaiM,  in  St.  Kitt's  ;  and  of  fuch 
convidions  authentic  uanTcripts  have  been  fcnt  hoiac 
for  the  information  of  the  H.  of  Commons.  Such  docu- 
ments evince  how  much  the  police  of  Nevts  and  St. 
Kitt's  has  been  mifreprefentrd  by  aflenicHis  that,  in 
chofc;  jflands,  there  was  no  law  to  interpofc  baween 
the  tyranny  of  the  plantera  and  their  dcfencclefs  P,  ^IT-ir 
flaves. 

The  flaves,  nwther  before  nor  after  the  furrcndcr 
of  Nevis  to  the  French,  Ifacwed  any  difpofltion  ca 
revolt,  but  quite  the  contrary. 

In  St.  Kitt's,  when  attacked  liy  tlie  French  in  17S2, 
the  flaves  eageily  delircd  arms  to  defend  tlieir  fsoT- 
ter's  property ;  and,  on  fome  eftaces,  where  the  whites 
were  infuhcd  by  the  French  foldiers,  the  negroes  took 
the  moH  ample  and  favage  revenge. 

The  inllances  of  convidtion  and  puniOiment  cf 
perfons  for  ill  treatment  of  flaves  in  Nevis  referred 
only  to  the  two  murders  before  fpeciBed. 

The  inftances  of  conviftion  and  puniftimcnt  of 
maflers  &>r  ill  treating  their  own  flaves,  mentioned  to 
have  occurred  in  St.  Kitt's,  were,  fmce  the  paffing  of  P.  185. 
the  a.6t  for  punilhing  offenders  for  panicular  kinds 
of  ill  treatment ;  but  the  indictments  under  which 

they 
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lyoo.  they  were  convifted  and  punjftied,  were  under  the 
Part  n.  common  law  of  England.  Knows  of  no  fimilar 
'  ^  '  convi£tions  and  punithtpenu  in  Sc.  Kill's  previous  to 
this  period.  Does  not  recoiled  having  beard  the 
particulars  of  the  fevcral  cafes  of  conviction  and  pu- 
nilhment  in  St.  Kitt's,  except  the  cafe  of  Strode  for 
flitting  a  negro's  ear. 
P.  286.  ^y  cuftom  the  mafter  fuppofcs  he  has  the  right  of 
cxafting  labour  from  the  flavc  by  compullion,  the 
mafter  being  the  judge  of  the  labour-  exafted  ;  but 
knows  no  law  chat  gives  him  fuch  right.  And  the  ftatute 
law  of  England  fuppofes  that  nght  to  exift  in  the 
mafter,  as  clearly  as  any  colonial  l:iws,  as  many  aSti 
of  parliament  relating  to  the  colonies,,  would  be 
abfiwd,  without  fuppofing  fuch  right  aftually  to  cxift. 
P.  287.  Thinks  the  mode  adopted  in  profeciiting  Strode 
and  Burke  on  the  common  law  of  England,  and  not 
on  tlie  new-iftuid  ftatitte,  demonfl  rates,  chat,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  profecutors  for  the  crown,  the  ftatute 
created  no  new  indidable  offence ;  but  that  an  aft  of 
wanton  cruelty  by  a  mafter  on  his  flave  was  a  mifde- 
meanor  iodi«^able  at  common  law  in  that  iiland, 
before  the  ftatute  pafted. 


Witnefs  examined— Alexander  Douglas,  Efq. 

Refidcnt  in  St.  Kitt's  from  1 749  to  1771,  cxcepta 
few  months  ;  leafed  pan  of  an  eftate,  managed  two 
eftates  befides  his  own,  and  was  attorney  to  feveral 
J.  eftates  of  abfcntees.  Had  under  his  care  about  a  6th 
or  7th  part  of  all  the  negroes  in  the  iftand.  Could 
not  keep  up  the  negroes  without  importation. 

On  the  eftate  he  leafed  are  100  males  and  115  fe- 
males, but  in  general,  believes  the  males  exceed  the 
females.    The  ftock  has  not  bceu  kept  up  by  breed- 
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tng,  even  od  the  eftate  be  leafed.  To  increafe  the  1790. 
negroes  by  breeding,  was  a  particular  objeft  of  his  Part  II. 
attention.  *'■■  y— f 

Thinks  it  impoffible  for  whites  to  undergo  field- 
work  in  the  W.  Indies,  and  free  negroes  are  too  idle 
to  do  it  for  hire  ;  never  knew  an  inftance  of  it.- — ' 
Does  not  think  it  probable  that  the  proprietors  could 
keep  up  the  ncccfliiry  ftock  of  negroes  by  breeding, 
having  himfelf  tried  it  and  failed.  Does  not  fuppoTe 
it  owing  to  over-working,  neglect,  or  ill  treat- 
ment. 

Women  fix  months  gone  with  child,  do  as  they 
pleafe,  and  their  indolence  has  been  deemed  one 
caufe  of  the  children  dying  of  the  locked  jaw,  with- 
in the  ninth  day.  They  are  attended  by  aqiidwifeP*  289. 
and  fick  nurfe,  and  have  every  thing  neceifary  in 
their  condition,  alfo  the  alfiftancc  of  a  plantation 
Yurgc<H],  if  required.  Should  the  mother  be  too  in- 
dolent (which  fometimes  happen)  to  provide  baby 
cloaths,  mod  people,  he  believes,  fend  for  them  to 
Ei^Iand.  Added  to  the  produce  of  their  own 
grounds,  thegeneral  allowance  to  negroes  in  St.  Kite's, 
was  from  6  to  8  pints  of  flour,  beans,  and  Indian  corn, 
orabafketof  yams.  With  12  to  1 5  acres  of  cane  land 
planted  in  yams,  he-bas  been  able  to  feed  the  negroes^ 
fometimes  for  9  months  together ;  but  the  produce 
depends  on  the  weather.  Each  flave  has  alio  6  or  8 
herriiigs  a  week,  or  fait  6fli  in  proportion ;  and  at 
Chriftmas  falted  beef  i  but  their  allowance  is  more  or 
lefs,  as  the  mafters  feerequifite.  Good  negroes  live 
in  plenty ;  the  vagrants  often  want,  and  it  is  impoffible 
to  prevent  it.  wod  negroes  have  very  large  quan- 
tities of  grafs,  wood,  poultry,  pigs,  roots,  &c.  to  fell. 

In  crop,  negroes  that  grind  all  night,  divide  their 
gangs  into  3  or  4  fpelts,  out  of  late,  on  moft  efiates 
grinding  in  the  night  is  left  off.  Out  of  crop,  they 
aregeiterallydifcharged  about  6  or  7  at  night,  and 
called  out  in  the  morning  at  daylight,  about  6. 

Thinks  the  negroes  in  St.  Kin^  have  from  9  to 
'     Numb.k.  O  II 
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•  I790.  1 1  hour's  refpite  in  the  24,  and  they  are  univer&lly 
■pan  II.  healthier  in  crop  than  at  any  other  (eafon. 
v..y.— '  The  texture  of  the  land  at  St.  Kitt's  is  loofer  and 
eafier  holed  than  the  other  iAands.  A  Creole  is  puc 
into  the  holing  gang,  according  to  his  growth  or 
ftrength,  at  16,  ij,  or  18  years  of  age. 
- .  As  to  mafters,  in  their  behaviour  to  Haves,  being 
aAuated  by  a  conftant  jealoufy,  not  to  be  fatisfied  by 
-any  exertion,  or  foftencd  by  any  attachment  of  the 
flaves,  the  idea  is  perfedly  new  to  him  ;  never  knew 
maftets  treat  their  Haves  in  St,  Kitt's  with  fpiteful  fe- 
verity;  thinks  all  maftcrs  treat  their  flaves  with 
compafSon,  as  their  moll  valuable  poflcffion,  and 
recotleas  no  inftance  offeverity.  By  accounts  re- 
ceived,' thinks  the  treatment  of  negroes  in  St.  Kitt's 
better,  if  any  thing,  than  while  he  was  there.  Every 
proprietor,  of  common  fenfc,  wifties  to  brced^as 
many  negroes  as  he  can. 
191.  A  Creole  negro  of  equal  age  and  flrength,  would, 
he  thinks,  from  the  knowledge  of  his  good  quality, 
be  worth  z  at  leaft',  perhaps  3,  of  new  negroes, 
whofe  qualities  the  proprietor  muft  be  ignorant  of. 

Managers,  in  the  proprietors'  abfence,  have  no 
reluftance,  nor  Ihew  any  inattention,  to  rearing  and 
breeding  negro  children. 

The  planters  generally  prefer  a  fingte  to  a  married 
manager,  untefs  the  wife  happens  to  be  remaUtably 
careful  of  ihe  negroes. 

Does  not  conceive  any  want  of  attention  to  breed- 
ing is  confequent  on  the  abfence  of  the  proprietors. 

Of  the  6  eftates  mentioned  in  the  paper  the  Rev. 
M^r.  Ramfay  delivered  in  to  the  Privy  Council,  he 
believes  about  four  of  the  proprietors  never  were  in 
the  W.  Indies  in  his  time ;  of  courfe,  their  afiairs 
•Were  left  to  managers  and  attomies.  Mr.  Moiyneux 
'  was  there  for  about  a  year,  he  believes  ;  Mr^  Crook, 
after  living  long  in  England,  fpcnt  a  few  of  the  taft 
.    years  of  his  life  in  St.  Kitt's,  where  he  died. 

'  24,781  was  the  amount  of  the  TFcafuret's  accpunt 
of  negroes  in  St.  Kitt's  in  1768* 

1  ao,435 
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2o,43  5  was  the  number  of  negroes  in  St.  Kitt's  lA  ]  ^00. 
1788,  as  fent  by  the  illand,  and  given  ia  to  the  Fait  II. 
Privy  Council.  y  ■-j---/' 

Thinks  the  negroes  have  certainty  more  comforts  P.  z^%, 
than   the  labouring  poor  of  Europe :    they  do  not 
work  fo  hard,  and  have  a  maftcr  to  take  care  of  them 
and  their  children  when  fick. 

Thinks  the  effect  of  the  abolition  of  the  Have  trade 
on  the  negroes  now  in  the  colonics,  would  be  fedt- 
tioD,  from  a  fear  that  their  labour  would  be  greater 
as  the  gang  decreafed,  and  there  being  no  hopes  of 
affifUnce  from  Africa,  as  heretofore. 

Thinks  no  »&  could  prevent  the  importation  of 
negroes  into  the  Engtilh  iflands;  every  man  would 
naturally  al£fi  h's  neighbour  in  the  common  caufe. 

Thinks,  from  6  to  8  pints  of  flour,  beans,  &c. 
ptr  week  was  given  to  each  negro,  and  herrings  from 
5  to  8. 

Recolleds  no  criminal  proceedings  againft  whitci 
for  offences  againft  flavcs,  while  he  was  in  the  W. 
Indies,  but  one  or  two  being  threatened  with  profe- 
.^utions,  left  the  iiland. 

His  whole  gang  was  215  ;  his  eftate  about  250 
acres. 

They  loft  a  great  many  infants,  and  there  were  a  p.  jqj, 
great  many  very  old  people  on  the  eftate  when  he 
frame  into  poflelEon  ;  the  eftate  is  healthy. 

Very  young  children,  he  thinks,  have  half  al-' 
lowance;  recolleAs  having  a  complaint  from  feme 
mothers,  that  they  had  not  time  to  drefs  their  chil- 
dren's food,  but  having  always  looked  on  the  breed- 
ing women  as  the  mou  valuable  of  the  gang,  from 
their  fobriety,  and  always  keeping  at  home,  he  de- 
termined to  have  viduals  drefted  for  their  children 
daily.  They  came  for  this  food  pundually,  a  week 
or  two,  or  longer  ;  but  at  laft  they  dropped  off  oiM 
by  one,  and  be  left  off  the  praftice, 

Whilft  he  was  in  St.  Kitt's,  Mr.  Thomas  loft,  In  a 

year,  by  a  flux,  34  of  his  beft  negroes,  out  of  170 

0»  to 


I790'  f0  2oo;  and  Mr.  Thomas,  hebdicves,  was  remark- 
Part  II.  ably  careful  of  bis  negroes.  Docs  not  believe  that 
^•^     '  lolTcs  of  negroes  by  epidemics  are  uncommon  in  St. 

Kitt's,  and  knows  no  means  by  which  theCe  lofiei 

could  be  fupplied  but  from  Africa. 


Wimefs  czamiaed— Thos.  NoRBURr  Kerbt>  Efq. 

P.  499.  A  native  of  Antigua— left  it  in  1 761— returned 
February  1780 — ftaid  till  Jiily  1788  ;  was  a  Mem- 
ber of  Aflembly  till  early  in  1784,  then  received  a 
mandamus  from  home  to  a  feat  at  the  Council. 

Has  2  fugar  plantations;  has  been  attorney  for 
friends  at  different  periods  ;  cannot  exaflly  fay  how 
many  years  the  eftates  had  been  in  his  family — but  a, 
conliderable  time — and  dcfcended  to  him. 
P.  300.  Thinks  moft  of  the  eftates  in  the  ifland  want 
jlaves  ;  one  of  his  eftates  is  fufficientjy  handed,  the 
other  not :  as  to  thofc  he  is  concerned  for,  fome  are 
futHciently  banded,  others  not. 

Thinks  there  may  be  as  many  born  as  die  ;  but  by 
no  means  raifed  to  matuiity.  On  one  of  his  eftates, 
the  increafe  equals  the  decreafe  ;  on  the  other,  does 
not :  on  one  for  which  he  is  concerned  it  is  equal, 
on  the  others  not ;  cannot  exaflly  tell  the  nsmoers 
raifed,  where  the  increafe  equals  the  decreafe,  but 
certainly  not  all,  as  many  die  within  nine  days  of 
the  tetanus. 

Believes  many  die  from  inattention  of  the  mothers, 
as  they  are  apt  to  think  young  children  a  burden,  and 
great  bar  to  their  pleafures,  and  to  nodurnal  meet- 
ings and  dances. 

Having  been  very  unfuccefsful  in  raifing  children 

on  one  of  his  eftates,  he  built  a  lying-in  hofpital, 

hoping  to  faav?  the  women,  lying  in,  more  imme- 

dhteljr 
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Every  efkre  has  an  hofpital  for  the  fick,  who  are    1790. 
attended  by  a  medical  man  and  proper  nurfes, — fup- Part  II- 
plied  with  every  rcquifite,  and  never  fent  to  work  '    v    * 
without  the  doftor's  faniftion.     A  doftor  is  conftantly 
employed  at  a  certain  rate  for  each  flave;  attends 
twice  a  weick,  is  liable  to  be  fent  for  whenever  ne- 
cefiary — paid  alfo  for  frafturcs,    midwifery,   venc- 
reals,  &c. 

Thinks  the  flave  enjoys  full  as  many  comforts 
as  the  Englifh  labourer,  in  fome^efpeds  moie;  as 
he  is  fore  of  being  taken  care  of  in  fieknefs,  and  has 
not  the  anxiety  of  providing  perhaps  for  a  wife  and 
young  family. 

The  ufual  puniihment  of  flaves  is,  whipping 
for  petty  thefts,  fijch  as  breaking  open  ncgro-houfeb, 
ftores,  and  ftealing  from  other  flaves; — for  higher 
offences  they  are  tried  by  1  jufliccs,  one  being  of 
the  quorum,  and  6  white  jurors  balloted  for  out  of 
la,  and  puniflicd  according  to  ihe  offence.  A  matter 
generally  infliAs  from  10  to  39  laflies  for  the  offences 
betakes  cognizance  of. 

Believes  no  planter  ever  thinks  of  engaging  an  over-  p_  -Qg^ 
'ft«r,  without  enquiring  his  character,  and  if  cruel, 
he  is  never  employed. 

'*' Anoverfeer  is  never  allowed  ro  punifti  except  by 
BD  #ccafional  iafh  at  work,  and  that  generally  over 
ibc  clothes; — on  ill  behaviour  he  complains  to  the 
inaoager.  Every  man  tries  to  get  a  manager  of  infor- 
mation and  education,  with  whom  to  truft  his  pror 
peny,  and  he  is  generally  affociated  with  by  gentle- 
men. Has  himfelf  difcharged  an  overfcer  and  a  ma- 
nager for  cruelty  ; — the  lall  coiild  get  no  employ- 
ment afterwards,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  the  ifland. 
Thinks  holing  (which  lads  about  3  months)  and 
dunging  the  hardeft  work;  though  in  crop  the  flaves 
work  many  more  hours. 

The  dung  is  carted  to  the  land's  fide,  and  thence 

carried  tw  tbe  flaves  in  fmall  baflcets,  on  their  heads, 

ro  the  holes.     The  flaves  carry  ihcra  with  the  greatefl 

Numb.  2.  P  3p\i«tnt 
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1790.  apparent  cafe,  as  that  U  the  ufual  mode  of  carrying 
Pan  II.  weights. 

> — V— '      It  would  be  impoffiblc  to  diftribmc  the  dung  any 
?•  310.  other  way. 

Heat  appears  congenial  to  the  Haves — never  knew 
one  complain  of  it — has  often  feen  them  baik  in  the 
fun  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  when  they  might  have 
been  in  their  houfes. 

Thinks  it  morally  impoflible  for  Europeans  to  do 
the  neceflary  field  labour— for  he  twice  made  trial ; 
one  with  a  gardener,  the  other  a  carter — alter  a  very 
(hort  time,  not  above  a  fortnight,  they  each  gave  up 
their  offices,  finding  the  climate  too  fcveie. 

Knows  the  military  always  complain  of  the  heat, 
if  kept  out  any  length  of  lime.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
all  the  officers  wich  whom  he  has  converfcd,  that  it  is 
too  fatigLiing  for  the  men  to  be  out,  except  evenings 
and  mornings.  Recollects  the  regr.  quartered  in  An- 
tigua were  obliged  to  carry  their  provifions  from  the 
king's  ftores  to  the  barracks,  and  in  a  few  weeks  it 
was  neceflary  to  give  them  a  can,  the  work  being 
too  feverc,  though  it  was  not  J  of  a  mile  on  levd 
ground. 

Knows  the  plough  has  been  ufed  by  fome,  bij| 
found  not  to  anfwer.  ^ 

p.  »ii.  His  flaves  coft  him  5 1,  per  annum  each,  bfiAto 
the  yams  he  raifcs,  which  generally  feed  thes  all 
between  4  and  5  months  ;  and  wine,  frclh  tnett,  fcc. 
for  the  fick. 

Were  it  poflible  by  the  plough,  Sec,  to  leflen  in 
the  leaft  the  flave's  labour,  or  t!ie  cxpence,  certaUlly 
the  planter  would  mod  readily  adopt  it. 

Recollefts  ano'her  (lavf,  worth  180I.,  partly  in- 
herited, conliderable  part  p;ot  by  his  induftry — he 
thinks,  becaule  he  was  a  viluable  tradcfman,  and 
had  conftaiit  employ.  He  who  gave,  as  mentioned, 
200I.  for  his  freedom,  was  a  mafon. 
P.  312.  When  he  fpoke  of  many  flaves  fpending  from  10 
to  15I.  per  anniim,  he  alluded  to  field,  as  well  as 

houfc- 
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for  fupply.     Tbioka  every  negro  brought  forward    lyjo* 
to  work  beyood  his  ftrength,  muft  be  worn  out  very  Fart  Q. 
early.    Hii  loflcs  in   i779>   82,    3,  and  6,    have  *— t™* 
not  been  repaired ;    thoagb   he  conftantly  bought 
daves,  when    he  could,  ^om  Africa  or  elfewhere, 
as  far  as  he  was  able ;   bur,  from  many  bad  years,      > 
few  planters  were  able  to  repair  their  loSes. 

The  crops  in  the  ifland  in  1779,  80,  and  81,  were 
*  generally  very  bad  :  be  did  not  make,  in  3  years, 
what  he  ought  lo  have  made  in  1. 

Thinks,  if  the  crop  had  been  large  in  1780  and 
81,  and  there  had  been  no  fupplies  irom  Africa,  it 
would  have  been  impoQible  for  ibe  flmres  then  on 
the  ifiand  to  have  done  the  work.  If  the  African 
trade  fhould  be  abolifhed,  and  the  idand  az^in  have 
t  fucb  calamitous  years  as  1779,  82,  ^,  ana  6,  great 
parr  of  the  land  now  cultivated  muft  be  negtefted. 

It  has  been  generally  found,  that  ellates  which  are  P,  905. 
bcA  handed,  make  in  proportion  the  largeft  crops. 

Thinks,  were  the  flave-tiade  abolllhed,  all  the 
ilaves  would  be  very  forry,  as  they  would  be  certain 
the  work  would  fall  wholly  on  themfelves ;  It  is  very 
well  known,  they  exprefs  much  farisfadion  when 
'  they  hear  of  the  arrival  of  flaves,  and  often  aik 
their  mafters  to  buy  a  few  more  help-mates. 

In  July  1788,  be  paid  42I.  for  the  fame  kind  of 
Have,  which  in  1787  he  bought  for  36I. — Which 
be  attributes  entirely  to  the  report  of  the  abolition, 
wbicb  had  reached  the  W.  Indies;  but  ihould  cer- 
tainly prefer  a  Creole,  even  at  an  advanced  price. 

Thinks  every  planter,  who  ftudies  bis  ibtereft 
would  prefer  the  breeding  of  ilaves  to  buying  Afri- 
cans. Believes  planters  conftantly  pay  new  negroes 
every  attention,  and  give  them  necelTary  time  to 
recover  from  the  fatigue  of  the  voyage. 

Slaves  are  lodged  inftone,  wattled  and  dawbe^, 
and  wooden  houfes,  built  and  kept  in  repair  by  the 
mafter,  or  by  allowing  the  £ave  time  to  do  it : — 
Ciotbcd  by  him  (fpeaks  of  his  own  eftates  and  tbofe 

he 
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1790.  he  direAs)  with  i  fuh  of  woollen^  and  i  of  Ornt- 
Part  II.  burgs  annually.— He  always  allows  from  8  to  1 2 
"— v—*  meafures  of  grain  per  week  to  each  flavc — from  26 
to  361bs.  of  yams  or  cddoes ;— >from  4  to  8  herrings 
according  to  the  age,  or  from  z  to  jibs,  of  lalt-fira. 
They  have  alfo  dry  fait.  Every  cftate  gives  each 
flave  yams  or  floor,  with  fait  beef  or  pork  atCtuift- 
mas,  beyond  the  weekly  allowance,  and  3  holidays. 
Believes  it  a  general  rule  on  ewry  well-regulated 
efiate  to  give  any  flave  that  applies  for  additional 
.food,  fuch  help  as  he  appears  to  want,  without  re- 
fpeift  to  weather.  In  bad  weather,  the  whole  gang 
have  grog, — and  when  working  hard. 

He  gives  allowance  to  every  one  on  his  eftates, 
and  thofe  under  his  care,  according  to  their  ages. 
_  On  every  eftate  land  is  allotted  for  the  flaves,  which 

"•  3°7-  they  cultivate  for  their  fole  benefit.  All  may  raifc 
fmall  ftock,  goats  and  hogs,  which  they  difpofe  of 
entirely  as  tbnr  own.  Never  knew  a  cale  where  the 
money  artfing  from  them  was  confidered  but  entirety 
as  the  flave's  own. 

Men  of  war,  and  merchant-fhips  are  conffantly 
fupplied  on  Sundays  with  vegetables,  the  flaves  pro- 
perty ; — on  other  days  it  is  ufual  to  fend  vegetaUcs 
to  market  by  the  flaves,  on  the  owner's  account  ;— 
,  the  fmall  (rock,  goats,  and  hogs  are  chiefly  the 
flave's  property,  and  with  which  the  fhipping  is 
chiefly  fupplied.— The  people  of  St.  Johns  have 
their  fmall  flock  and  vegetables  chiefly  in  the  fame 
way  as  the  fliipping.— It  is  common  for  mafters  to 
.  buy  flock  from  their  flaves,  and  pay  as  much  as 
other  perfons. 

Remembers  a  flave  giving  200I.  for  his  freedom ; 
Alfo  knows  many  who  fpend  annually  from  lol.  to 

One  afternoon  weekly  is  allowed  to  the  flavei  out 
of  crop,  to  work  their  own  grounds, — fomettmes  to 
crop,  but  not  conftantly. 

They  hold  every  Sunday  a  market  to  fell  their 
produce  and  ftock. 

Every 
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Every  cftate  has  an  hofpital  for  the  iick,  who  are    1790* 
attended  by  a  medical  man  and  proper  nurfes, — fup-  Part  II- 
plied  with  every  rcquifite,  and  never  lent  to  work  *  v  "* 
without  the  doftor's  fanftion.     A  dofl:or  is  conftandy 
employed  at  a  certain  rate  for  each  ilave ;  attends 
twice  a  week,  is  li:lbfe  to  be  fcnt  for  whenever  ne- 
ceffary — paid  alfo  for  fractures,    midwifery,   vene- 
reals,  &c. 

Thinks  the  flave  enjoys  full  as  many  comforts 
as  the  Engliih  labourer,  in  fome^efpccts  moie;  as 
he  is  fure  of  being  taken  care  ot  in  ficknefs,  and  has 
not  the  anxiety  of  providing  perhaps  for  a  wife  and 
young  famil)'. 

The  ufual  punifliment  of  flaves  is,  whipping 
for  petty  thefts,  ftjch  as  breaking  open  negro-houfes, 
ftores,  and  ftealing  from  other  flaves; — for  higher 
■offences  they  arc  tried  by  2  jufliccs,  one  being  of 
the  quorum,  and  6  white  jurors  balloted  for  out  of 
iz,  and  punifhed  according  to  the  offence.  A  mailer 
generally  inflifts  from  i  o  to  39  laflies  for  the  offences 
he  takes  cognizance  of. 

Belicvf  s  no  planter  ever  thinks  of  engaging  an  over-  p_  ^q^, 
'4b*r,  without  enquiring  hts  chaiaftetj,  and  if  cruel, 
be  is  never  employed. 

'♦'■■Anoverfcer  is  never  allowed  to  piiniih  except  by 
ID  4ccafional  lafti  at  work,  and  that  generally  over 
-ibe  clothes  ;— on  ilt  behaviour  he  complains  to  the 
manager.  Every  man  tries  to  get  a  manager  of  infor- 
mation and  education,  with  whom  to  irutl  his  pror 
perty,  and  he  is  generally  affociated  with  by  gentle- 
men. Has  himfelf  difcharged  an  overfcer  and  a  ma- 
nager for  cruelty  ; — the  lati  could  get  no  employ- 
ment afterwards,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  the  ifland. 

Thinks  holing  (which  tafls  about  3  months)  and 
dunging  the  hardeft  work ;  though  in  crop  the  flavts 
work  many  more  hours. 

The  dung  is  carted  to  the  land's  fide,  and  thence 
carried  by  the  flaves  in  fmall  bafkets,  on  their  heads, 
10  the  holes.     The  flaves  carry  them  with  the  greateft 

Numb.  2.  P  ap^)arent 
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1 790.  apparent  eafc,  as  that  is  the  ufual  mode  of  canying 

Part  11.  weights. 

«— V— '      It  would  be  impoffible  to  diAribute  the  dung  any 

P.  3 10.  other  way. 

Heat  appears  congenial  to  the  flavcs — never  knew 
one  complain  of  it — has  often  feen  them  baft,  in  the 
fun  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  when  they  might  have 
been  in  their  houfes. 

Thinks  it  morally  impoflible  for  Europeans  to  do 
the  neceflary  field  labour— for  he  twice  made  trial ; 
one  with  a  gardener,  the  other  a  carter — after  a  very 
fliort  lime,  not  above  a  fortnight,  they  each  gave  up- 
their  offices,  finding  the  climate  too  fcvere. 

Knows  the  military  always  complain  of  the  heat, 
if  kept  out  any  length  of  time.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
all  the  ofHcers  with  whom  he  has  converfed,  that  it  is 
too  fatiguing  for  the  men  to  be  out,  except  evenings 
and  mornings.  Recolieds  the  regt.  quartered  in  An- 
tigua were  obliged  to  carry  their  provifions  from  the 
king's  ftores  to  the  barracks,  and  in  a  few  weeks  it 
was  ncceflary  to  give  them  a  can,  the  work  being 
too  fevere,  though  it  was  not  i  of  a  mile  on  level 
ground. 

Knows  the  plough  has  been  ufed  by  fome,  bg| 
found  not  to  anfwer.  ' 

P.  911.  ^'^  flaves  coft  him  5I.  per  annum  each,  bfiflte 
the  yams  be  raifes,  which  generally  feed  thep  w, 
between  4  and  5  months ;  and  wine,  frefh  meitj  |cc. 
for  the  lick. 

Were  it  poflible  by  the  plough,  Sec,  to  leffen  ia 
the  leaft  the  ilave's  labour,  or  tlie  expence,  ceitaioly 
the  planter  would  mod  readily  adopt  it. 

RecoUefts  ano'her  flavc,  worth  180I.,  partly  in- 
herited, coniiderable  part  f;o:  by  his  indtiflry — ho 
thinks,  becaufe  he  was  a  valuable  tradefman,  and 
had  conftant  employ-  He  who  gave,  as  mentioned, 
200I.  for  hi&  freedom,  was  a  mafon. 

P.  312.  When  he  fpoke  of  many  flaves  fpending  from  to 
to  15I.  per  annum,  he  alluded  to  field,  as  well  as 

hotife- 
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more  fatal;  on  oneeflate,  of  i4oflaves,  12  died  in   i79°' 
very  few  days ;  and  at  diffcreat  limes  from  20  to  30  PartII. 
lay  dangeroufly  ill.  - 

Certainly  does  not  think  it  poflible,  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances>  for  a  planter,  the  mod  fuccefsful  in  rear- 
ing Creoles,  to  carry  on  his  iifual  cultivaiion  without 
intenupticm,  unlefs  he  can  buy  new  flavcs  to  fupply 
the  occafional  lofles  of  ilaves  by  thefe  epidemicks. 


V?itDe6  examined.— Doctor  Samuel  Athill. 

Was  bom  in  Antigua.    Firft  left  it  1764,  re- P.  321. 
turned  to  it  1779.     Was  in  the  aflcmbly  5  years, 
and  appointed  counfellor  1786. 

Pradifed  phyfic  there,  and  attended  from  8  to  p^  ^^z. 
9000  negroes.     Had  fo  much  per  head  yearly,  and 
bound  to  attend  when  called  on   (at  times,  twice 
a  day)  belides  i  or  2  vifirs  weekly.     Had  extra  pay 
for  laborious  deliveries,  frafturcs,  &c. 

Poffeffcs  2  eftates  in  Antigua. 

By  far  the  greater  part  of  eftates  there  were  under- 
handed.   Some  few  perhaps  had  more  flaves  than  p.  323. 
they  wanted. 

As  a  medical  man  and  a  planter,  thinks  births 
may  equal  deaths,  but  the  number  raifcd  does  not 
equal  the  decreafe ;  negro  children  are  liable  to  the 
jaw-fall ;  few  had  it  on  his  own  eftates ;  on  thofe 
which  he  attended,  he  was  never  called  for  it,  death 
following  fo  quickly  :  Thinks  the  cold  and  damps 
they  are  expofed  to,  by  their  mothers  night  rambles 
is  one  great  caufe  why  children  ate  not  reared; 
which  the  owners  cannot  remedy;  they  do  what  they 
can  by  exempting  nurfing  women  from  throwing 
grafs  at  night,  or  other  work  whish  the  left  are  oc- 
cafionally  forced  to :  Many  other  caufes  prevent 
children  being  reared^  unhealthy  fituation  of  an 
eitatCf  its  ncamefs  to  a  town  or  port :  On  one  of  his 
1  eftau* 
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1790.       While  he  lived  in  the  W.  Indies,  he  often  knew 
Part  II.  the  flaves'  provifions,  as  well  as  the  raafters',  miich 
' — V— -•  hurt  by  bad  weather  and  winds— in  that  cafe  they 
have  an  extra  allowance.  ' 

The  (lave  commonly  gets  his  property  by  felling 
his  produce,  allowed  grain  and  flock,  and,  from  his 
induftry  in  the  time  allotted  him  to  red,  has  often 
known  field  (laves  earn  I  a  crown  a  day  as  porters  ; 
particularly  Sunday,  that  being  confidt-red  as  entirely 
his  own. 
V.  315-  No  field  work  is  ever  allowed  on  Sundays.  Me- 
chanics, he  believes,  work  alrooCt  every  Sunday,  if 
they  can  get  work.  It  is  very  ufual  in  crop  for  (laves 
to  thatch,  on  Sundays,  negro  houles. 

No  mafter  has  a  right  to  exaft  any  work,  ever  fo 
trifling,  from  his  flave  on  a  Sunday  without  pay. 

In  crop.the  flavc&'  hogs  are  generally  fed  with  the 
canes  tiicy  carry  away  ;  the  goats  with  grafs,  &c. ;  the 
poultry  with  grain.  He  (peaks  of  canes,  ground 
and  unground,  efpecially  the  laft ;  though  flaves 
are  not  allowed  to  take  a  large  quantity  of  canes  noi 
ground,  it  is  done  very  conflantly. 

Confiders  the  yearly  expence  of  5I.  each  flave,  ex- 
cliilive  of  ground- provilion,  to  begin  nearly  from 
the  birth,  as  he  regularly  gives  food  and  cioathing 
from  that  time ;  but  It  was  on  an  average,  of  old  and 
young. 
P.  316.  The  chief  articles  in  this  cftimate  are  food,  cloth- 
ing, dodlor's  charges,  and  paridi  and  public  taxes, 
which  begin  at  birth,  continue  thruugh  life,  and  are 
confiderable. 
^  Some  free  negroes  wo.k  as  iradcfmen  in  towns, 

but  in  general  they  priferfedeniary  bufinefs. 

Has  bought  ne*  negrots,  in  various  lots;  the 
Urged,  he  thinks,  not  above  16.  Bought  as  many 
females  as  po(iible,  and  preferred  young  pcrfon*. 
Thinks  the  laft  2  luts  were  alt  under  15.  Mzay  were 
only  fit  for  children's  work. 
It  is  not  very  common  to  get  a  lot  of  flaves,  all 
young ; 
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young;  nor  (hould  he,  had  not  a  friend  wiftied  for  1790. 
adults";  they  therefore  accommodated  each  other.  ,      Pare  11. 

The  buyer  may  rejcft  any  flaves  out  of  any  lot ;  * — y — ' 
and  the  feller  never  obliges  him  to  take  more  than  he  P.  317* 
wWhcs  ;  but  then  the  price  is  often  raifed.  Believes 
near  relations,  appearing  to  be  fo,  are  never  parted. 
Is  confident  no  near  ones  were  parted  by  his  and  his 
friend's  purchafe ;  but  in  his  lot  there  were  2  fifters 
and  2  brothers.  ♦ 

Thinks  a  Creole  (lave  fo  much  more  dclirable,  as 
being  attached  to  the  foil,  than  an  African,  thai  the 
expcnce  can  never  be  worth  any  planter's  attention  ; 
though  he  believes  by  the  time  a  Creole  comes  to 
maturity,  he  cofls  as  much,  if  not  more. 

Believes  the  motives  for  prefling  an  aft  for  regu- 
lating the  trial  of  criminal  llaves  by  jury,  originated 
from  all  the  magiflxates  thinking  it  100  great  an  un- 
dertaking to  fit,  both  as  judge  and  jury,  on  any  per- 
fon's  life. 

Never  heard  any  bad  effefls  rcfulted  from  the 
former  modes  of  trial. 

U  certainly  was  generally  underftood  that  flaves 
were  proteifted  by  the  common  law  of  England.     A  „ 

ilave  of  his  had  been  ill-treated  by  a  young  man  widi-  3  '*• 
out  any  provocation:  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  apply 
to  a  magiftrate  :  the  man  was  bound  over;  but 
through  fome  of  his  friends  the  matter  was  made  up, 
at  the  particular  requeft  of  the  ilavc,  to  whom  he 
made  fatisfatlory  recompence  :  but  for  this  he  Ihould 
certainly  have  profecuted  him  to  the  utmoft.  Tlic 
flave  was  a  cooper,  and  coming  home  from  St.  John's, 
the  young  man  very  wantonly  rode  againft  him  ;  and 
on  the  Wave's  remanftraiing,  beat  him. 

The  flave  applied  to  him  direiftly. 

From  every  information  he  has  gained,  the  regu- 
lating ad  has  ccnainly  tended  materially  to  raife  the 
price  of  flaves. 

Speaking  within  his  own  knowledge,  does  not 
know  any  alteration  in  clic  treatment  of  flaves. 

The 
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1 790.  '^c  Moravian  and  Methodift  preachers  have  ap- 
>art  11.  plied  themfelves  very  zealoufly  and  fuccefsfully  in  the 
>  iiy-/  coaverfion  of  negroes  in  Antigua ;  and  having  built 
*.  319.  proper,  meeting  houfes,  all  the  Haves  are  encouraged 
by  their  mafters  to  attend. 

The  general  effeift  on  the  converts  has  been  a  more 
decent  behaviour  and  religious  attendance ;  and  moll: 
are  become  Chriftians. 

Before  the  Moravians  and  Methodifts  came  to  the 
ifland,  the  negroes  very  generally  attended  all  the 
churches,  and  they  confidercd  themfelves  as  influ- 
enced to  purfue  the  doctrine  they  heard  ;  but  from 
their  having  had  greater  attention  paid  them  by  the 
Moravians  and  Methodifts,  he  thinks,  they  are  much 
more  enlightened  than  they  were. 

Managers  have  often  Haves,  (their  own).  Some 
wait  on  tnem :  others  arc  often  hired  to  work  with 
thegang  of  the  eftate  they  manage. 

"^e  lives  of  flaves  are  full  as  k)ng  as  thofe  of  free 
negroes,  but  not  quite  fo  long  as  that  of  whites  that 
do  not  work.     Has  know  negroes  live  to  a  great  age. 
?.  $10.  Doubts  not  Haves  would  live  much  longer,  if  lefs  de- 
bauched. 

From  the  fituation  of  his  eftate  clofe  to  the  fea, 
where  there  arc  moft  flaves,  they  want  land  lefs  than 
on  the  other,  by  being  moft  plentifiilly  fupplied  with 
frefh  fifh  from  the  fea,  and  the  guts  adjoining. 

A  young  healthy  Creole  flave  is  generally  put  to 
the  hard  work  of  an  eftaie  at  Antigua,  about  the  age 
of  18. 

The  ifland  is  fubje£t  to  frequent  long  droughts, 
fometimts  fucceeded  by  great  rains.  Recollects  no 
rain  of  confcquence  from  Feb.  80,  when  he  arrived 
'.  321.  ^h^''^'  ^^  ^^-  ^^^  l*^  underftood,  before  his  arrival, 
the  iiland  in  general  had  wanted  rain  many  months  ; 
he  has  juft  received  from  thence  fimilar  accounts. 
Various  epidemicks  often  follow  fuch  a  change  from 
drought  to  moifture. 

Underftands  epidemicks  have  lately  r^ed  there, 
and  many  have  died.    On  fome  eftates  it  has  been 

more 
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more  &tal;  on  oneeftate,  of  24oilaves,  tidiedin   i79°- 
vcry  few  days ;  and  ac  diflfereat  limes  from  20  to  30  PartII. 
lay  dangeroudy  ill.  "'  '  ' "" '' 

Certainly  does  not  think  it  pofEble,  under  fuch  cir> 
cumftances,  for  a  planter,  the  raoft  fuccefsful  in  rear- 
ing Creoles,  to  carry  on  his  ufual  cultivanon  without 
interruption,  unlefs  he  can  buy  new  Haves  to  fupply 
the  occafional  lofles  of  ilaves  oy  thefe  epidemicks. 


Witnefs  ezamiDCd. — Doctor  Samuel  Athill. 

Was  born  in  Antigua,    Firft  left  it  1764,   re- P.  321. 
turned  to  it  1779.    Was  in  the  aflcnibly  5  years, 
and  appointed  counfellor  17S6. 

Praftifed  phyfic  there,  and  atte»ded  from  8  to  p^  „2. 
9000  negroes.     Had  fo  much  per  head  yearly,  and 
bound  to  attend  when  called  on   (at  times,  twice 
a  day)  befides  i  or  2  viiirs  weekly.     Had  extra  pay 
for  laborious  deliveries,  fractures,  &c. 

Poffeffcs  2  eftates  in  Antigua. 

By  far  the  greater  part  of  eftates  there  were  under- 
handed.   Some  few  perhaps  had  more  ilaves  than  p.  323. 
they  wanted. 

As  a  medical  man  and  a  planter,  thinks  births 
may  equal  deaths,  but  the  number  raifed  does  not 
equal  the  decreafe ;  negro  children  are  liable  to  the 
jaw-fall ;  few  had  it  on  his  own  eftates ;  on  thofe 
which  he  attended,  he  was  never  called  for  it,  death 
following  fo  quickly  ;  Thinks  the  cold  and  damps 
they  are  expofed  to,  by  their  mothers  night  rambles 
is  one  great  caufe  why  children  aie  not  reared ; 
which  the  owners  cannot  remedy;  they  do  what  they 
can  by  exempting  nurfing  women  from  throwing 
grafs  at  night,  or  other  work  whieh  the  teft  are  oc- 
cafionally  forced  to  :  Many  other  caufes  prevent 
children  being  reared*,  unhealthy  fituation  of  an 
cftate,  its  neamels  to  a  town  or  port :  On  one  of  his 
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1790.  eftatfs  far  from  town,  his  flavcs  jncreafed;  on  bis 
Part  II.  other  eftares  near  Englifti  harbour,  fewer  children 
«.i«v*Hi*  are  born  and  ralfed,  from  the  excelfes  of  both  fexes, 
P,  324.  at  that  port. 

Great  attention  was  paid  to  rearing  children  oh  all 
the  eftatcs  he  attended  ;  a  good  flavc,  when  fettled 
and  hadfeveral  children,  is  always  careful  of  thetn, 
and  is  encouraged  by  her  tnafter ;  many  owners  give 
midwives  rewards  on  births.  He  gives  a  dollar. 
Pregnant  women  feetned  more  likely  to  futfer  from 
indolence,  than  hard  work! :  As  foon  as  they  feel 
thetnfclvcs  with  child,  and  often  long  before,  they 
withdraw  from  woik  ;  and  he  has  found  it  difficult  to 
get  them  to  attend  the  field  merely  to  look  on ;  which 
he  always  infifted  on,  to  prevent  th(.ir  carrying  heavy 
burdens  to  market,  or  doing  other  injurious  wort 
for  themfelves.  When  brought  to  bed,  on  moil 
tftates,  fhe  has  any  nurfing  woman  {he  chufes,  to  at- 
tend her  the  firft  9  days  :  She  has  fugar,  patmcal,  &<;. 
daily,  and  often  candles  and  other  indulgencies  : 
Never  worVs  til!  her  month  is  up,  and  then  ftie  doe* 
not  turn  out  rill  the  fun  is  well  up,  and  retires  before 
it  is  down  ;  She  ha*  the  child  with  her  in  the  field 
which  ihe  nttcnds,  as  it  cries;  fo  that  the  work  of 
P.  325.*  niffing  woman  is  very  trifling  indeed. 

Where  he  h;is  ordered  wine,  animal  food,  or  other 
indiilgcncies,  has  po  reafon  to  think  th^y  were  ever 
withheld. 

The  dyfenrery  was  epidemic  in  Antigua  1778, 
9,  1780,  and  carried  off"  nearly  i  5'h  of  the  ilavcs. 
On  his  cftwe,  eaft-pnrt  of  the  ifland  he  loft  few, 
l>eing  a  heal.hy  fituation,  on  his  other  eftate  he  loft 
more. 

Every  medicnl  exertion  was  uftd  to  ftop  the  pro* 
gre fs  of  this  diftemper. 

Has  known  food  fcnrce  from  a  long  drought;  i£ 
the  owner  gave  left  food,  the  work  muft  have  been 
lefi,  and  his  wants  kept  pace  with  the  flaves  wants; 
for  his  1.1ft  e  years  reiidence,  the  iftand  has  hctn. 
more  flouriihmg,  and  he  has  feen  no  figns  of  fcarcity. 

Th<j, 
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The  fcarcity  from  the  drought  mentioned,  was  ia   *79°- 
War-time, -when  the  whites  alfo  fuffcred  very  much. Part. II. 

H.1S  in  the  courfe  of  his  practice,  generally  found  *  V  ' 
the  negr^ej  in  health,  fpirits,  and  leemingly  con- 
tent, and  when  he  noticed  their  houfes  want  repair> 
on  mentioning  it  to  the  manager,  it  was  done- 
Does  not  recollcft  being  called  to  attend  any  flave 
in  confequence  of  a  punilhment ,-  though  had  it  hap- 
pened,  thinks  he  muft  have  known  of  it.  For  great 
faults  they  are  oftencr  confined,  which  they  mind 
more  than  chaftifemcnt. 

New  flives  are  generally  very  much  indulged. 
From  the  want  of  flaves,  he  thinks  there  is  not 
enow  of  females. 

The  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  would  certainly 
increafc  the  difficulty  of  keepingup  thellock;  3  few 
eAates  on  the  ifland,  not  very  much  weakened  by 
mortality,  may  never  require  an  African  flave,  but 
fuppofcs  thofe  muft  originally  have  had  moft  wo- 
men. 

The  lofs  of  1779  is  not  yet  repaired,  the  bad 
crops  which  followed  dilabled  moll  from  buying, 
till  within  thefe  2  ot  3  years. 

Many  muft  have  Itopt  cultivation,  had  the  Afri- 
can trade  been  abolifhed,  as  tafk  work  would  have 
been  fo  high  as  to  prevent  them  from  doing  it  that 
way,  nor  could  the  cultivation  have  been  carried  on 
even  by  this  mode.  For  talk  work  being  at  7I.  los. 
per  acre,  inftead  of  4I.  los.  as  prior  to  1779,  the 
ifland  muft  be  concluded  ftiilverymuch  underhanded. 

A^  a  medical  man  and  a  planter,  thinks  the  flaves 
could  not  be  kept  up  by  breeding;  fome  eftares 
are  unhealthy,  and  have  other  circumftances  un> 
favourable,  which  makes  him  doubt  if,  by  any 
means,  the  encreafe  could  be  made  equal  to  the  de- 
creafe :  ihe  planter  would  conftantly  prefer  breedings 
Creoles  being  preferable  to  Africans.     ■ 

Thinks  eftates  could  not  be  cultivated  otherwife  than 
at  prefent;  The  number  of  flaves  required  in  crop, 
could  Qot  be  otherwife  fupplied :  Whites  could  not 

Numb.  2.  Q^  do 
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1790.  do  the  work :  Plough-men  and  boys  were  brought 
Part  II.  out  to  eftatcs  where  the  plough  was  tried  ;  but  they 
<    Y  '  could  not  fland  the  labour  there. 
P.  328.      Never  heard  a  negro  complain  of  heat,  but  often 
of  cold. 

Thinks  the  plough  cannot  be  afcd  in  Antigua; 
where  it  has  been  tried  in  lituations  moll  favourable, 
it  has  always  been 'given  up.  The  planter  would 
certainly  adopt  any  mode  tending  to  leffen  expcnce 
and  his  i]avc':i  labour. 

Incrop,  thefirft  work  tn  themorntngis  cutting  canes, 
in  which  all  that  can  be,  are  muttered;  when  there 
is  enough  cut  to  put  the  mill  about,  3  able  men 
attend  it,  and  5  or  7  younger  hand  them  canes;  when 
2  coppers  of  juice  are  ground,  2  more  ftrong  men 
are  called  as  Bre-mcn,  and  2  boilers;  as  more  juice 
is  coUcdcd,  more  men  arc  called,  and  there  are  ge- 
nerally 7  boilers,  and  4  fire-men  on  a  moderate 
cftate  with  9  coppers  ^  amounting,  with  thofe  in  the 
diftillery,  iq  20  or  30,  when  the  work  is  briflc ;  fo 
that  few  are  left  to  cut  canes,  drive  the  cart,  and 
do  the  other  work,  except  on  very  well-handed 
ellaies :  Such  an  cflate  with  9  coppers,  ibould  pro- 
P.  «Q.  duce  200  Hhds,  of  fugar  a  year. 

The  number  of  flaves  in  the  boiling-houfe  is  not 
proportionate  to  the  lize  of  the  eftate,  the  produce, 
or  number  of  flaves;  for,  fome,  over-rating  their 
property,  may  have  ereAed  buildings  for  200  Hhds. 
when  perhaps  it  does  not  turn  out  60;  but  flill,  the 
coppers  being  there,  arc  ufed  and  attended. 

On  eftatcs  weakly  handed,  the  canes  are'  cut  by 
the  whole  gang  one  day,  and  manufaAured  the  next. 

Canes  fhould  be  cut  juft  when  ripe,  ■  when  let  (land 
longer,  'tis  to  the  Ranters  great  lofs :  If  not  ground 
immediately,  in  a  few  days  they  four,  and  are  fit 
only  to  make  rum. 

It  often  happens,  that  the  perfons  who  are'  em- 

F.  920.  ployed  in  cutting  the  canes,  attend  the  boiling-houfe 

afterwards  to  a  hte  hour ;  but  they  do  not  in  ge- 
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neral  turn  out  with  rfie  gang  to  hard  labour  the  next  1 790. 
morning.  Part  II. 

-Though  cane  cutting  is  laborious,  he  does  nof— «r*iJ 
think  it  one  of  the  hardcft  fervtces  of  the  plantation; 
it  is  done  with  fuch  alacrity  and  good  fpints  that  it 
feems  trifling ;  women  do  it  with  as  much  feeming 
eafe  as  the  men:  The  inllrument  ufed  is  a  bill,  a 
good  cane  is  from  5  to  8  feet  long,  it  is  cut  down  at  P.  530. 
the  root,  then  the  top  is  taken  off,  and,  if  too  long 
to  go  into  the  cart,  cut  in  two;  young  ilaves  and  wo- 
men with  young  children,  attend  to  bundle  up  the 
canes  as  they  are  cut. 

Diftilting  begins  10,  '15  or  zo  days  after  the  firft 
canes  are  cut,  and  lafl:s  through  the  crop,  conduc- 
ted by  a  Ikilful  negro,  with  4  alSftants  under  the 
dirciftion  of  the  manager. 

The  aft  intitled  "  An  adt  for  fettling  and  rcgu- 
**  lating  the  trial  of  criminal  flaves  by  jury"  was 
pafled,  to  relieve  a  hardship  complained  of  by  ma- 
giftrates,  two  of  whom  (one  being  of  the  quorum) 
lat  in  judgement  upon  the  (laves  for  all  crimes,  thus 
afting  as  judge  and  jury  ;  it  was  alfo  thought  more 
eflifdual  juftice  would  be  done  the  criminal  by  a  jury. 

Afcribes  tetanus  in  young  children  to  a  premature 
expofure  to  cold,  but  is  of  opinion  that  fomanj' do 
not  die  of  it  even  as  owners  think  ;  none  die  within 
the  9th  day,  but  it  is  faid  to  be  of  the  jaw  fall ; 
though  it  is  natural  to  fuppofc  that  many  die  from 
the  fime  caufes  which  cut  off  white  children. 

His  eflate  on  the  windward  part  of  the  ifland  is 
400  acres  ;  200  in  canes,  30  in  provilions,  the  reft 
pafture  ;  his  other  in  Falmouth  divifions,  near  Eng- 
iifh  harbour  is  220  acres ;  loo  in  canes,  zo  in  provi* 
lions,  the  rell  paflure.  On  the  largeft  he  has  220 
flaves,  of  which  about  80  are  field  (laves,  on  the 
other  110  or  115  (laves. 

Some  of  the  provifion  ground  is  planted  with 
Guinea  com  by  the  whole  gang,  and  the  produce' 
fiorcd  for  the  ufe  of  the  eftate ;  the  refl  is  divided 
umpag  the  flaves  at  the  rate  of  about  70  feet  fquare 
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iy90.  per  bead;  as  be  hod  fo  much  land,  his  provifion 

Part  II.  grounds  in  general  were  larger  than  common,  and 

,  *— V— '  tUey  had  more  if  they  plealed ;    yams  aod  eddoes 

were  befides  annually  raifed  in  the  cane  land. 

Bettdes  the  produce  of  their  own  grounds^  they 
had  from  S  to  1 1  meafures  (of  about  a  pint  each)  per 
head,  or  26  to  30  pounds  of  yams  each,  a  week ; 
iuch  as  look  ill  are  Hd  twice  or  thrice  a  day;  ac 
dinner  they  have  a  very  full  meal. 
P.  a  12.  Fi'O'^i  the  produce  of  their  grounds,  their  goats, 
'  hogs,  and  poultry,  an  induftrious  family  both  live 
and  drcfs  well. 

The  pallure  ground  is  alloiied  for  feeding  cattle, 
mules  and  Dieep :  a  large  herd  of  cattle  requires  2 
men  and  2  young  boys,  mulc-s  one  man,  and  (lieep 
2  boys.  On  Lis  windward  eftate  he  had  fewer  by 
one  man,  on  the  other  he  kept  no  Iheep,  and  one  man 
and  2  boys  were  enough  to  attend  the  cattle  and 
mules. 

It  requires  an  able  and  truft-worthy  flave  to  aitentj 
the  pafturc  grounds. 

I'be  potatoe  raifed  by  the  flaves  is  thought  to  exhauft 
the  land  more  than  any  other  root;  on  cftaces  where 
almoft  the  whole  land  is  in  canes,  thc'|)rovifion  ground 
is  taken  in  exchange  for  the  fame  quantity  of  new 
land  once  in  2  or  three  years,  to  the  mutual  advan- 
tage of  owner  and  flave  :  the  Haves  are  always  pteafed 
with  the  excliange,  as  new  land  yields  thtni  more. 
When  their  ground  provifions  fail,  which  is  often, 
p^  ,, -their  allowed  tood  is  increafed  ;  lie  ntvcrgave,  as  a 
'  general  allowance,  more  than  12  pints,  but  generally 
gave  what  more  v/as  a/ked. 

.    Thinks  the  annual  expence  of  a  flave  from  (1.  to 
81., currency;  in  war  it  was  fully  SI. 

On  his  eflate  at  windward,  his  flaves  incrcafe ;  on 

the  other  at  Falmouth,  he  placed  20  flaves  tn  the  laft 

9  years,  and  the  number  does  not  now  exceed  what  it 

was  then. 

Never  bought  more  than  S  Africans,  and  thofc  in 

I  lot} 
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I  lot;  7  males  and  i  female,  all  about  15  years  of  p^^  j[ 
^e,  from  the  windward  coaft.  y-^/ 

Never  heatvi  ir  doubted,  that  breeding  is  more 
profitable  than  burying  to  the  planter. 

In  the  fcarcity  before  mentioned,  large  orders  for  p.  234, 
provifions  were  fent  to  Great  Britain,  and  fupplics 
tried  to  be  got  from  the  oeighhouring  iilands  ;  quan- 
tities of  beans,  flour,  and  Indian  corn  were  got  from 
Euftatius,  bad,  and  exorbitantly  dear. 

He  defircs,  in  confequence  of  more  maturely  con- 
lidcring  a  calculation  made  and  communicated  to 
him  by  die  late  Alderman  Oliver,  to  ftate  fterling  for 
currency  in  his  preceding  eHimate  of  a  flave's  an-  „ 
oual  coft  for  maintenance  in  war  time,  when  every  "*  335* 
article  of  food  is  dearer,  as  is  alfo  the  freight  and  in- 
jurance. 

The  various  forts  of  ground  provifions,  are  yams, 
the  moft  material,  and  moft  proiluftive  in  a  light  foil, 
fuch  as  the  eaft,  north  eaft  and  north  weft  parts  of  the 
jfland  ;  eddoes,  which  do  beft  in  a  ftrong  or  clay  foil, 
Guinea  and  American  corn,  which  grows  in  either, 
and  Plancanes,  which  do  beft  in  rich  and  moift  bot- 
toms and  near  rivulets,  cannot  therefoic  be  raifed 
with  advantage  in  Antigua  as  a  material  article  of 
food  ;  worms  hurl  every  fpecies  of  provifion  but  it. 

In  cafe  ground  provifions  fail,  planters  have  gene- 
rally a  quartiiy  of  beans  from  England,  for  an  emer- 
gency, which  are  kiln  diled,  and  keep  a  long  time  ' 
in  peace  never  knew  Indian  corn  altogether  wanting 
at  market ;  it  is  fubjeft  to  be-hurc  by  the  weevil,and 
foon  gets  muliy.  * 

The  \V.  I.  iilands  fiiffercd  much  when  the  Ame-*-  33"' 
rican  ports  were  (hut ;  and  even  the  average  price  of 
grain  from  thence  is  nearly  double  what  it  was  before 
the  war  :  then  it  might  be  had  for  5s.;   now  they  aik 
8s.  3d.  or  9s.  per  bulhel. 

Slaves  have  not  fviffered  from  this  clrcumftance ; 
believes  they  never  were  better  fed  in  Antigua  than 
for  the  laft  five  years  :  more  yams  and  eddoes  have 
fxen  raifed,  more  beans  imported,  and  there  has 
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1700.   been  always  American  giain  at  market,  though  at  a 
Piri  II.  higher  price  than  before. 

<„  .y  I  The  cane  requires  regular  rains,  the  yam  will  do 
with  lefs ;  but  in  Oftober,  when  appUng,  it  mull 
have  rain  ;  the  ftldoes  require  much  rain  :  the  un- 
certainty in  raifing  American  corn  makes  it,  he  thinks, 
oarnc  higher  than  buying :  the  paftures  require 
conftant  rains. 
p  Guinea  grafs  is  raifed   in  particular  fpots,  and  in 

^^'*the  intervals  between  cunc  pieces;  being  more  at- 
tended to  than  the  general  pafture,  it  can  do  with 
lets  rain,  but  continued  dry  weather  often  kills  it. 

Does  not  know  there  has  been  any  material  im- 
provement in  the  economy  and  management  of  a 
fugir  cftate  oi  late  years. 

In  cafe  of  the  aboiiti^m  of  the  Have  trade,  thinks  a 
confiderablc  number  of  flaves  could  be  introduced 
into  ours,  from  the  neighbouring  iflands. 

S!a\-es  hvc  to  as  great  an  age  in  the  W.  Indies  as 

whites  :  on  molt  eftates  old  age  is  fpent  in  a(;omfort- 

able  and  cafy  way. 

•  When  they  deem  themfclves  fupcrannnared,  they 

"■  337*  do  no  work  for  their  mailer ;  before  that,  their  work 

is  light  ;  they  aft  as  afliftant  nurfcs  for  the  fick  and 

for  children,  and  wafli  or  cook  for  the  ovcrfcers  :  he 

had  i5or  16  of  the  firftdtlciiption  at  Windward,  an 

old  fettled  eflate,  and  thi;  gang  chiefly  Creoles  ;  on 

the  other,  he  had  not  about  two;  being  near  Englilh 

Harbour,  the  flaves  there  lead  a  more  debauched 

p.  338. life  than  the  others;  are  not  fo  healthy,  nor  live   fo 

long  :    of  the  fecond  clals,    can't  fay  how  many  he 

had. 

Slaves  arc  often  long  lived  in  Antigua  ;  never  knew 
a  flave  abandoned  by  his  owner,  becaufe  unfit  for 
labour  from  age  or  difeafe. 

An  able  field-flave  watches  canes,  Scc-^-an  old 
flave  fometimes  lives  in  the  negro  grounds  and  plan- 
tain walks  to  guard  them;  in  that  cafe,  his  hut  is 
made  more  durable  and  comfortabl?  than  the  com- 
mon watch-houfes. 

The 
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The  late  advance  of  price  on  flayes,  he  believes,  1 790. 
has  been  on  maleA  and  females  alike.  Part  0- 

Formerly,  he  believes,  the  fives  thought  little  of  ^~>r—* 
religion,  and.  few  uere  Chrlftians  ;  many  now  attend 
churches  and  meetings,  and  moll  are  baptized,  from 
the  fettling  of  Moravian  and  Methodilt  teachers  in 
the  iiland  ;  the  former  have  two  good  chapels,  are 
attentive  to  their  duty,  and  lead  exemplary  lives. 

Impoflible  to  keep  up  ftock  without  importation,    p   .,_ 

Nevetitncw  a  black  ploughman  in  Antigua.  p'  ^f?* 

It  is  from  the  exccfiive  heat  that  he  thinks  a  white    ' 
incapable  of  field  labour  in  the  W.  Indies.     Thinki 
the  medium  heat  at  Antigua  may  be  about  80*  of' 
Farhenhcit. 

Several  eilates  have  a  white  overfecr,  who  turns 
out  with  the  flaves  in  the  morning,  calls  a  lift,  and 
fees  that  each  is  at  work,  attends  the  great  gang  part 
of  the  forenoon,  when,  from  the  great  heat,  he  re- 
tires, and  if  at  a  diftance,  has  a  mule  to  carry  him 
home ;  in  the  afternoon,  he  calls  the  lift  again,  SJ^d 
overlooks  the  work. 

Never  faw  a  white  whom  he  thought  could  hole; 
is  certain  they  could  not  fiand  the  ollice  of  fireman, 
or  boiler. 

White  domeftics  have  fo  many  negroes  about  ihenii 
that  they  foon  become  gentlemen  ;  and  believes  they 
are  generally  deemed  ufclefs  :  knew  but  two  cafes 
where  they  were  tried,  in  both  they  became  fots, 
and  were  lent  back. 

For  one  European  blackfniith  in  a  fhop,  there  arcp  _,, 
3  blacks,  who  do  the  drudgery  ;  they  are  not  healthy  '  ** 
nor  long  lived. 

The  cutting  of  canes  is  fo  eafy,  that  often  more 
than  one  cane  is  brought  down  by  a  flroke  of  the 
bill. 

Though  in  crop  the  flaves  work  harder,  yet  arc 
they  incomparably  morechearful  than  at  other  times, 
and  are  much  healthier  after  a'  long  than  a  fhort 
crop. 

la 
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1790.        In  Antigua,  they  Cool  down  their  coppers  cverj* 

Part  11.  night,  but  not  immediately  after  fun-fet ;  at  an  ave* 

''V  '*  rage  about  9  or  10  o'clock ;  feldom    begin  boiling 

before  fun-rife  j    hence  the  Haves  have  time  to  reft, 

if  they  chufe. 

Townfpeople  who  have  no  plantations^  and  keep 

horfes,  are  furniflied  with   provender  by  the  negroes 

of  the  neighbouring  effaces,  who  carry  it  in  for  fale 

P.  oAi.  3*"oo"  *'"'^  ^^'^"'"g>  ^^^   great   amount  j  grafs,  ■  fo 

'  bought,  will  coft  as.  3d.,  or  2s.  6d.  fterl.  a  day  for  a 

horfe,  befides  oats. 

Thofe  townfpeople,  alfo  the  troops  and  (hips  of 
war,  are  fumifhed  with  vegetables,  hogs,  and  poul- 
try, by  managers,  by  fome  owners  who  make  it  an 
objeft;  but  chiefly,  he  believes,  by  the  flaves  j  fome 
poultry  is  imported  from  America. 

Slaves  have  the  entire  property  of  what  they  get 
by  their  induftry  ;  never  heard  of  an  owner  interfer- 
ing in  any  degree  with  the  property  of  a  flavefo  ac- 
quired. 

From  the  obfervation  he  has  made  of  the  labour, 
treatment,  and  general  ftiie  of  the  Haves  in  AnEtgua, 
he  fcruples  not  to  declare,  that  he  thinks  the  negro 
and  his  family  happier,  and  much  freer  from  cares 
andmifery,  than  the  pcafantry  in  many  parts  of  this 
countrv. 


Alexander  Willock,  Efq. 

'  "^'  Refided  36  years  in  Antigua,  (except  in  England 
18  months,  p.  356)  j  had  eftatcs  there,  and  was  at-' 
lorney  for  others;  returned  to  England  in  1781. 

Moft  eftates  wanted  hands,  efpccially  after  the 
fatal  year  1779,  before  which  his  eftates  were  full 
handed.  His  ftock  at  firft  was  moftly  Africans  ;  itt- 
crcafed  by  births  tilt  1779,  when  on  two  of.his. 
eftates,  of  above  500,  he  toft  50  by  fluxes  from  Aug. 
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to  Not.    The  general  lofs  was  computed  at  4,500    1790. 
or  more.  put  U. 

Several  n^roes  have  been  fince  imported^  but  wvn^ 
there  is  ftil)  a  great  deficiency :  he  happened  to  be  P*  344* 
fo  well  (locked  as  to  want  no  fupply.    Lefs  fugar 
muft  have  been  made,  bad  no  new  llaves  come  ;  and 
Oiould  a  fimilar  misfortune  befall  the  inland,  and  the 
fuppliei  from  Africa  cut  off,  feveral  perfons  muft 
abaDdon  their  ellates. 
'       He  has  been  lately  informed  from  the  liland,  that 
Dec.  and  Jan.  laH  were  remarkably  fickly,  and  many 
flaves  were  loft;  in  confirmation,  he  produced  an 
extract  of  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  Lx)vell  to  his  wife,  p,  j^j.^, 
dated  Antigua,  14th  Jan.  1790,  which  (ays,  that  all 
pec.  had  been  dreadful  lickly  among  the  negroes : 
on  fome  eftate;  more  fatal  than  on  others  ;  and  that 
'  at  Mr.  Brookcs's  eftate  (Pope's  Head)  it  out  of  140 
were  loft ;  30  or  40  down  together  on  the  Wood 
eftate. 

Says,  that  in  the  ficknefs  in  1779  every  attention,?.  346. 
medical  and  other,  was  fhewn  ;  that  himfelf  called 
two  furgeons,  in  aid  of  the  proper  one  of  the  eftate, 
and  told  them,  that  they  could  not  put  blm  to  too 
,  much  expsnce  for  the  negroes. 

Poes  not  think  eftates  in  general  have  females, 
enow ;  he  bought  a  great  many. 

Thinks  the  prefent  flock  of  flaves  in  Antigua 
could  not  be  kept  up  by  breeding. 

Breeding  is  more  profitable  than  buying,  one 
Creole  being  worth  3  Africans. 

Slaves  are,  in  general,  fed,  cloathed,  and  lodged, 
by  their  owpers ;  their  food  is  corn,  beans,  rice, 
herrings,  at  times  pork,  flour,  bifcuit,  or  beef;  they 
have  alfoprovifion  grounds,  and  are  allowed  to  kacp  p^  ~^h^ 
as  many  fowls  and  nogs  as  they  pleafe.  He  allows 
his  Have  generally  an  afternoon  a  week  (which  was 
not  the  general  praftice,  p.  354)  to  work  their 
grounds,  where  they  often  employ  a  part  of  the  hour 
and  half  they  hate  at  dinner  time, 

l^uoib.»,  ■  R  Has 
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1790.       Has  known  feveral  flavei  acquire  money:  a  fe. 
Pair  II.  male  flavc  of  his  bought  of  him  two  Haves. 
'  ly  I  ^      A  ilavc  of  his  refufcd  his  freedom,  faying,  white 
men  would  beat  him,  and  he  Ihould  have  no  mafter 
to  help  him. 

Has  known  many  flaves  reach  old  age. 
He  takes  dunging,  in  baJkets  of  about  251b.  in 
all,,  to  be  the  bardcft  field  work  ;  they  always  do  it 
P.  348.  cheerfully,  foV  he  generally  gave  them  grog.  The 
balket  of  dung  is  not  the  greatell  weight  a  Have  may 
be  required  to  cany  — a  fiikln  of  butter  will  weigh 
7o!b. 

'  Their  houfcs  arc  from  15  to  30  feet  lottg,  with 
■  two  rooms :  they  are  provided  with  cabins  to  flecp 
on  and  covermg. 

Produce  depends  confiderably  on  the  number  of 
Jiands.  He  bought  an  eftatc  with  iioflavcs,  and 
made  about  70  r.oglhcads  of  fugar ;  [herein  now 
350  flavcs  on  it,  and  it  averages  150  hogsheads. 
P.  349.  Breeding  is  not  obftrucled  by  hard  labour  or  ill 
triage ;  he  exempts  bis  women,  when  they  declarp 
their  pregnancy,  from  all  hard  labour  ;  lying-in  they 
have  every  indulgence,  HaS  any  negro  ihcy  chufe  to 
attend  them  ;  he  gives  the  midwife  a  dollar  (Ss  31!. 
currency)  for  each  child  that  lives  9  days-  Moft  af- 
furedly  the  mafter  does  his  utmoll  to  prefrrve  the 
children. 

As  to  the  effeft  the  abqlition  of  the  flave  trade 
may  have  on  the  qegroei,  he  dreads  it  above  all 
things;  thinks  that  fo  foon  as  they  knew  that  there 
would  be  no  more  imported,  they  would  deftroy  the 
whites  ;  there  are,  he  reckons,  15  to  i  in  Antigua. 

Negroes  rejoice  on  the  arrival  of  a  ftiip  which  hap- 
pens to  have  flaves  from  their  part  of  Africa  aboard. 
He  carried  out  2  ploughs  from  England  in  1770 
by  advice  of  a  Mr.  Baldwyn,  but  they  did  not  luc- 
P,  3^o^ceed.  No  whites  could  ftand  the  climate  in  field 
work;  never  employed  any  ;  never  knew  2  coin  hole 
ctug  by  a  white ;  has  known  fome  employ  white 
gaidenersj  were  obliged  to  give  it  up.    The  lower 

whites 
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tvhitca  are  fo  drunken,  there  is  no  dependence  on    1790* 
them.  Part  II. 

DuDg  eould  not  be  carried  through  the  cane  fields  ' 
in  carts,  (to  eafe  the  (laves),  the  carts  would  deftroy 
the  cane  holes. 

Has  2  fugar  ellates  in  Antlg^ua ;  one  in  the  Bodr 
Divifion  of  450  acres,  250  tn  canes  and  200  in  paf- 
ture  and  proTifionsj  (p.-jji)  bought  in  1768,  with 
1 20  flaves  {  he  continued  to  add  to  thefe  by  purchale 
tiJI  1781;  with  an  increafe  of  230  flaves  and  30 
mules  he  highly  improved  it,  and  raifed  the  produce 
from  70  boglheads  a  year  to  1 50  hogfheads  on  aa  ' 
average  of  7  years,  (p.  353).  His  other  eftate  in 
Fope's-Head  Divi^on  is  of  130  acres,  90  in  canes 
and  40  in  pallure  and  provifions,  bought  in  1777^ 
With  130  flaves;  loft  15  in  1779;  bought  none;, 
there  is  now  100,  which  are  fuifictent,  the  land  be-  F.  351. 
ing  light,  work  eafy;  (the  proportion  of  cane  land 
on  each  the  fame  as  when  bought,  p.  352.) 

Had  more  males  than  females  ;  men  are  neceflkry 
for  boilers,  tradefmea,  carters,  and  watchmen. 

Thinks  the  planters  ire  fortunate  who,  upon  an 
old  fettled  eltate,  have  two-thirds  of  their  flaves 
workers  (including  the  grafs  gang)  from  6. or  7  to 
5S  years  old ;  of  the  other  one-third,  one*fifth  may 
be  fuppofcd  above  55. 

Was  faftor  for  all  the  fales  at  which  he  bought?.  35a, 
flaves  ;  never  bought  more  than  50  at  once  ;  always 
chofe  them  between  the  age  of  10  and  25,  but  if 
any  old  parents  in  the  lot,  bought  them;  never  fepa- 
rated  relations.  As  a  faftor,  never  fuffered  a  family 
to  be  feparatedi  if  a  buyer  had  laid  out  a  lot  of 
flavis,  and  it  was  afterwards  known  they  had  tela- 
tions  in  the  cargo,  he  infifled  the  buyer  fliould  take 
thefe  alfo,  or  give  up  the  others.  Has  bought  flaves 
from  Bonny,  the  Windward  Coaft,  and  chiefly  from 
the  Gold  Coaft. 

On  his  largeft  eflate  his  flayes  have  10  to  i  c  acres 
proviflon  ground,  and  often  a  cane  piece  of  about 
JO  acres  for  further  provifion.    On  the  other  effateP.  353. 
R  2  A«1 
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1790.  they  have  about  loacrei.  ■  At  both  the  manager  laya 
Fart  II.  out  the  ground  in  proportion  to  each  family.  Cane 
■  *jiyii/  holes  are  z  feer,  fometimei  4  afunder.  His  working 
Haves  had  generally  from  it  to  14  pints  of  corn, 
with  about  3  herrings,  per  week  ;  the  others  from  8 
to  10  pints,  with  about  4  herrings  :  about  one-third 
of  the  gang  wote  generally  fed  from  the  pot ;  thofe 
fo  fed  may  have  about  21  pints  of  sptn  or  beans, 
with  herrings,  beef,  or  pork,  in  the  pot  per  week ; 
fometimes  tbey  have  rice  twice  a  day,  which  is  de- 
duced from  the  21  pints  of  grain.  (The  ftoutcft  of 
the  pot  gang  had  zlfo  provi6on  ground.  The  over- 
feers  weie  direAed,  when  any  negro  had  neglected 
to  bring  his  breakfaft  to  the  field  with  him,  to  (top 
bis  allowance,  and  feed  him  from  the  pot:  this, 
-though  they  got  more  food  by  it,  they  reckoned  a 
difgrace,  as  treating  them  like  new  negroes,  p.  354.) 
'  A  After  great  damage  byahurricane  m  1771.  he  en< 
larged  his  works. 
•f  •  354*  ^^^  cxcefs,  over  the  ufual  allowance  which  the 
pot  gang  had,  was  much  more  than  equal  to  the  pro- 
duce of  the  ordinary  lots  of  provifion  ground. 

Slaves  near  towns  can  pick  grafs,  and  fell  ic  m  the 
market  from  2d.  to  6d.  per  bundle. 

General  allowance  of  food  in  Antigua  not  equal  to 
his ;  but  where  he  directed,  he  kept  it  up  as  much 
as  be  could. 

When  the  fupplies  from  America  were  cut  off,  he 
did  not  give  an  ounce  lefs  food  to  his  Haves,  though 
the  anicle  fometimes  cofi  him  thrice  the  price. 

The  ground  provifions  are,  yams,  eddocs,  Guinea 
and  Induui  com,,  potatoes,  and  caflada ;  all  which 
often  fail  in  droughts,  to  which  they  are  fubjed ; 
but  the  provifions  zo4  indulgences  he  gives  his  flaves 
are  fufficient  wJchout  them. 

The  hardieft  ground  provilions  are  callada,  Guinea 
and  Indian  com. 

It  was  not  general  in  Antigua  to  allow  the  flaves 
an  afternoon  to  themfelves. 
P.  355>     Heretofore  he  thinks  there  was  no  protedion  for 
I  the 


W.  Is  Diss.  A.WiLLobt.  tjj 

the  flaves  againft  maAers  and  others;  but  iince  he  '79''i 
came  home  he  is  told  there  is  an  aft  in  the  ifland,  P*''  **• 
that  whites,  uGng  a  ilave  ill,  are  brought  to  feffions, "  ~ ''  "^ 
!f  the  owner  profecutes.    Has  known  flaves  brat  by' 
vhites^not  their  mailers')  without  redrefs  ;  but  flnvcs 
are  now  much  better  ufed  than  when  he  firft  went  to 
the  ifland  in  1745,  and  their  good  conduft  dcfcrVcs 
it,  as  they  are  much  more  ctvilifed,  and  often  go  to 
church  and  methodiil  meetings  on  Sunday. 

Has  heard  the  flaves  inftm^ed  at  methodiil  meec- 
ings  to  be  attentive  and  obedient  to  their  mailers, 
vnih  other  good  advice :  never  knew  the  regular 
clergy  pay  any  particular  attention  to  them.  (Has 
heard  that  the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  ftnc 
miffionaries  out  to  convert  the  flaves,  p.  357.) 

Thitiks  a  humane  mailer  cannot  do  worfe  by  a 
flave  than  to  free  him. 

Had  33  domeftics  on  the  Body-Divifion  cflate.p.  356. 
(none  on  the  other),  viz.  5  footmen,  2  cooks,  8 
waflierwomen,  3  ferapftreflcs,  5  fmalf  ftock-keepcrs, 
a  grooms,  6  women  with  child,  and  2  aged  females; 
no  town  houfe;  had  many  more  than  was  generally 
kept  by  [>eople  of  the  fame  rank,'  owing  to  his  hav- 
ing many  children.  (Thinks  no  family  in  the  ifland 
kept  fo  many  domeftics,  p.  358.) 
■  Reared  mod  of  his  negro  children  from  the  encou- 
ragement to  the  midwlvcs,  and  attention  to  the  mo* 
thers. 

Slaves  of  6  or  7  years  are  put  under  the  charge  of 
a  careful  old  woman,  and  pick  grafs  merely  to  keep 
them  employed. 

From  the  incrcafe  of  flivcs  and  the  mules  upon  p.  3^7, 
bis  eftates,  he  planted  more  canes  than  his  prede- 
ceflbr. 

Provifions  have  advanced  in  Antigua  1 50  per  cent, 
on  an  average,  Iince  the  fuppHes  from  America  were 
cot  off. 

Thcflaves  near  the  towns  and  Englifli  Hurbour 
have  a  good  deal  of  trafHc  by  their  fmall  Itock,  yams. 
Sec. :  they  fupply  alfo  the  tioops  and  fliips  of  war. 
\V.  Indies. 
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1790. 

Part  II.      A  native  of  this  country,  refidcd  about  18  years 

*— V— J  in  Jamaica,  left  it  September  1 789,  wai  a  merchant, 

P.  360.  knew  the  management  of  plantations  there,  was 

owner  alfo  of  eftates  there*  and  has  had  charge  of 

others. 

Is  certain  Jamaica  cannot  be  cultivated  by  Eu- 
ropeans ;  for  no  Furopean  could  bear  conftant 
cxpofure  to  the  hear,  (lill  lefs  when  labouring. 
The  foldters  are  allowed  black  pioneers  to  carry 
wood,  water,  &c.  The  officers  have  told  him  thf 
mortality  has  (ince  decreafed  much. 
P.361.  A  fugar  eftate,  at  the  prcfent  prices,  could  not 
afford  proper  food  and  accommodation  for  the  ne* 
ceflary  number  of  European  labourers. 

There  are  a  great  number  of  free  negroes  and 
tradefmen,  of  whom  many  do  nothinj;. 

There  is  occaQonally  a  necefliry  for  more  than 
can  be  done  by  the  plantation  negroes.  Never 
knew  free  negroes  offer  to  do  Beld  labour }  has 
known  them  offer  themfetves  as  tradefmen. 

Theplough  is  ufedinj3m3ica,hc  [hink«,whenerer 
it  can  advantageoufly,  from  nature  of  foil  and  fuN 
face,  &c.  in  moft  of  the  iflands  it  cannot  be  ufed  1 
where  it  has  been  long  ufed,  has  known  it  often 
worked  by  negroes.  Such  parts  as  may  be  culti- 
vated with  advantage,  are  far  from  being  all  fo. 
P.  362.  Many  eftates  with  full  value  paid,  and  extenlive 
works  built,  are  only  partly  fettled ;  muft  be  thrown 
up,  or  continued  with  lofs,  if  owners  are  deprived 
of  the  means  of  cultivation.  Much  land  is  uncul- 
tivated. 

Thinks  fbme  uncqltivated  land  unfit  for  fugar, 
or  coffee,  cotton,  &c.  but  a  Jarge  part  would  do 
well  for  cofce. 

LeiTening 
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.-  Lefleoing  the  dtjties  on  British  plantation  cofFee    1790. 
has  caulcd  many,  who  could  not  fettle  a  fugar  part  II 
plantation,  to  buy  fome  wood-land  and  a  few  flaves,  »— ,r-J 
and  open  and  till  it  fucccfsfully.    Thinks  they  Ihall 
thus  gain  many  ufcful  citizens  of  the  middle  clafs, 
who  vUl  add  to  the  fafety  and  happiaefs  of  the 
iflaad,  and  increafe  the  commerce  and  revenue  of 
the  mother  country.     Such  fettlements  cannot  be 
made  without  negroes.    Thinks  the  old  fcttlementSi 
if  ftrippcd  for  this  end,  muft  fuficr  in  proportion  i 
and  thinks  the  new  ones,   modly  in  their  infancy,  p.  76] 
muft  be  thrown  up,  or  cultivated  to  certain  lofs. 

Believes  the  prefent  cultivation  of  Jamaica  can- 
not be  kept  up  without  annual  importation  of 
negroes.  The  negroes  generally  decreafe  on  fugar 
eftates;  for,  in  moft,  males  exceed  females.  Infants 
are  fubjeft  to  the  locked  jaw,  in  a  few  days  after 
birthi  and  the  young  women  have  indifcriminatc 
intercourfe  with. the  men.  The  adult  are  fubjeft  to 
the  yaws,  and  every  difordcr  as  Europeans.  Fluxes 
are  often  caufed  by  improper  food  ;  and  fomelimes 
iftcr  hurricanes  proper  cannot  be -had.  Recollects 
great  mortality  among  the  negroes  .  from  fuch 
jcaufes;  toft  about  a  fixth  pf  about  120  in  two  or 
three  weeks^  on  a  fmall  eftate  in  parifh  of  Clarendon, 
by  a  ifJux  fo  caqfcd,  though  the  bcft  help  in  the 
ifland  was  applied.  Does  not  recollect,  if  confined 
to  his  own  eftate,  or  general  at  that  time  j  but  it  P.  364, 
was  general  after  every  hurricane  he  faw.  If  fuch 
difoi^ers,  with  putrid  fever,  are  common,  after 
every  rain  fucceediog  long  drought,  he  thinks  they 
arife  from  imp'oprr  food.    Some  die  of  them. 

The  Jamaica  report,  of  1788,  proves  the  pro- 
portion of  imported  male^  and  females  has  been  for 
many  years  as  5  to  3,  It  diSiers  much  on  fugar 
eftates  -,  in  general,  males  exceed  one  fourth  at  leaft, 
which  is  certainly  one  caufe  of  the  decreafe. 

Cannot  (late  the  general  proportion  of  deaths  and 
births  j  has  had  qiany  years  eftates  of  his  own,  wi 

others 
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1750.  others  under  his  care,  and  does  not  recotleft  one 
Part  JI.  caie  of  births  equal  to  Heaths,  though  all  attention 
t»-v— J  was  paid}  and  no  excefriTe  labour  required. 

Thinks  every  attention  generally  given  to  preg- 
nant women,  on  plantations  known  to  him.  There 
nnay  be  inftances  to  the  contrary:  knows  npne. 

In  general,  the  locked  jaw  among  children  is 

p.  565.  fatal. — A  native  is  of  more  value  than  an  African  : 

certainly  for  planters'  benefit  to  encourage  their 

rearing.    Slaves  are  often  fo  reduced  by  difeafes,  &c. 

as  to  make  it  needful  10  purchafe  or  hire  frefb. 

Thinks  iurh  cftates  could  not  be  kept  up  without 
fr«fli  irtfiports.  Sugar  eftatcs  fo  reduced,  could  not 
be  put  to  other  ufe  with  equal  profit ;  in  fome 
cafes  might  do  for  pafture,  or  cotton,  but  the 
works  and  appendages  would  be  of  little  or  no  ule. 
Thinks  coffee,  indigo  or  pimento  could  not  be 
taifed  on  old  fugar  land  ■,  that  it  muft  be  thtown  up 
as  fuch,  not  tu  be  ufed  in  another  way,  to  any 
^  thing  like  the  fame  gain. 

Never  heard  domeftic  negroes  in  the  ifland  com- 
puted. In  towns,  the  principal  ^milies  he  knew,  ■ 
have  from  10  to  30 ;  in  the  country,  in  general, 
I*.  3^6.  barely  what  isneceflary.  Does  not  think  if  all  the 
dortiellicks  were  turned  into  the  field,  frefli  impor- 
tations would  be  unneceffary.  It  is  modly  thought 
a  piinithment.  Many  would  be  fo  hurt  in  their 
fpirirs  by  fuch  change,  as  to  be  of  very  little  ufe, 
even  if  their  numbers  were  greater. 

He  is  a  nieinbcr  of  the  aflcmbly. — A  duty  of  30s. 
currency  on  every  negro  imported  is  impofed  by  their 
Icgiflaiure  ■,  20?.  paid  by  buyer,  los.  by  importer  »■ 
makes  part  of  the  Ifland  fund  for  fubliftence  of  the 
king's  troops  ;  quite  indepcndant  of  their  Englilh 
pay.  Believes,  if  Great  Britain  Should  forbid 
importation  of  Africans,  they  would  want  rather' 
power  than  will  to  continue  it ;  that  the  plantations 
only  partly  fettled,  muft  depopulate  the  fmall  fet- 
Usn^^nt-s,  or  be  thrown  up  j  atid  that  the  AiU-handed 
plantationfi 
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J)lantations  (the  fezec  being  in  general  badty  al*-  17904 
brud)  would  naturally,  in  time,  decrcafe  in  Pare  II. 
produce*  and  a  total  ftop  be  put  to  improvemcnf.      ^■^»— ^ 

The  wbitM  have  very  fcldom  any  other  domeftics  '  •  3°7* 
than    negroes.      Upon  plantations  in   general  no 
more,  he  believes,  than  arc  ncceflary. 

The  full-handed  plantaiioni  arc  fo  badly  aflbrted 
as  to  fex  (s  to  3)  becaufe  men  arc  fuppofed  capa- 
ble of  more  labour;  knows  not  what  it  is  alfo 
owing  to  the  deficiency  of  procuring  females  in 
Africa,  or  difpofing  of  them  in  ihe  Weft  Indies : 
Knows  nothing  of  the  traJe  on  the  coa.!  of  Africa  : 
Sugar  planters  chiefly  thufe  males. 

Believes  the  number  of  negroes  annually  exported 
and  imported  from  and  to  Jamaica,  very  accurately 
fiated  in  the  report  at  tiicalTeinblyi  cannot  now  call 
it  to  mind  :  They  differ  greatly. 

When  a  plough  is  firtt  ul'cd,  a  white  man  is  p,  jfig. 
moilly  employed. 

On  fuch  plantations  as  he  has  had  care  of,  the 
annual  ufual  decreafe  has  been  about  5  per  centi 
increafc  2  and  ^.  No  true  judgement  can  be  formed 
whether  the  decreafe  is  greater  or  lefs  on  cotton  or 
coffee  plantations  being  new.  Rather  thinks  the 
proportion  of  fcxes  more  equal  there,  as  the  work 
is  lighter. 

Believes  inftances  of  Inattention  to  pregnant  wo- 
men very  rare. 

J  White   ploughmen    and   tradesmen   have  very 
high  wages.     Never  knew  the  fun  opprelTive  to 
negroes  iii  full  health  ;  does  not  recollect  one  fuch  F.  369. 
that  complained. 

Believes  many  difeafes  brought  on  negroes  by 
n?&ural  rambiings  and  dancing. 

Their  food  is  in  general  good  and  fufficient.  They 
are  protedcd  and  provided  with  food  and  raiment  by 
,  law:  Thinks  the  laft  confolidatcd  Aave-law  indifpu- 
tably  Ihews  the  le.sdature  of  the  ifland  difpofed  to 
give  xhem  cTcry  neccflTary  comfort  andproteftton. 
S  W.  Indies. 
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'1790. 

Part  II.     Is  a  nar'ive  of  Great  Bntain  1  has  lived  between  26 
*— ^'— '  and  27  years  in  Jamaica ;  left  it  the  beginning  of  laft 
P.  370.  May;  was  a  planter,  and  has  property  there:  h^ 
fcarc  of  fcveral  plantations  j  of  full  5000  negroes. 

Thinks  they  are  treated  with  humanity ;  are  in 
general  in  a  happy  ftate ;  are  attended  when  fick  by 
a  doctor,  who  prefcribcs  every  medicine  proper  for 
them  I  have  proper  nurfes,  often  provifions  of  the 
beft  fort  from  owner's  or  overfeer's  table.  They  have 
often  alfo  wirie,  and  whatever  other  neceflary  the 
doftor  thinks  proper.  Has  known  in  dangerous  cafes 
ihe  medicines  given  by  whites,  who  often  lole  their 
night's  reft  by  it.  Negroes  by  age  or  infirmities,  Inca- 
pable of  labour,  moftiy  live  in  a  comfortable  negro- 
houfc;  have  every  allowance  and  attendance,  as  if 
ftill  of  the  greateft  value,  are  ftill  fed  and  clothed  ; 
P.  371.  never  knew  one  fuch  difcardcd  by  his  maftcr. 

The  Africans  have  a  remarkable  faying  in  their 
difputes,  to  ihew  that  the  ftronger  can  take  no  advan- 
tage of  them  J  "  this  no  for  we  country,  this  for 
"  Buccra  country  i  Buccra  country  every  body  have 
"  right;"  i.  e,  in  their  own  country,  the  ftronger  often 
life  the  weaker  as  they  pleafe,  whether  juftly  or  not. 

The  negroes  have  lands  to  cultivate  for  their  fole 
benefit;  raife  much  more  provifions  than  they  ufe, 
and  fell  poultry,  hogs,  and  various  kinds  of  fruir, 
'  and  have  the  profits  Many  might  be  rich  j  numbers 
fpcnd  their  money  in  fine  cloaths,  and  fait  meat  from 
England ;  others  buy  cows  and  heifers :  Has  known 
P.  372,  on  different  eftates  from  10  to  40  taken  care  of  pro- 
mifcuoufly  with  thdr  maftcrs,  who  take  no  part. 
They  fell  them  when  they  will.  He  has  bought  fi-om 
different  negroes,  young  ftcers,  and  paid  them  from 
£10  to  £1$  per  head. 

He 
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Does  Dot  know  that  the  value  of  any  of  thefe  1790* 
eftates  could  be  eftimated  fram  the  quantity  of  fugar  Part  llj 
produced,  except  Green  River,  and  Providence:  ^—♦-J 
The  others  (fome  of  them  in  particular)  have  very 
valuable  land,  fit  for  fugar,  and  when  iin}M'Oved; 
would  become  exceedingly  valuable. 

The  mode  would  be  to  buy  more  flaveK,  without  ?•  3S0. 
which  it  is  impoflible  to  improve  them  i  it  would 
require  much  labour  and  expence,  but  would  pay 
very  amply,  he  thinks  i  great  part  is  at  prefent  ia 
wood,  morafs,or  ruinated. 

Cannot  ftatc  the  number  that  would  be  necelTary 
to  cultivate  fully  all  thefe  cftates;  but  as  to  his  own, 
is  convinced,  that  it's  valuable  land,  Bt  for  fugar- 
canes,  would  require  200  more,  and  without  them, 
the  prefent  cultivation  cannot  be  extended,  were 
they  to  continue  nearly  the  fame,  as  to  fugar, 
pafturc,  wood-land,  &c.  Thinks  the  prefent  (lock 
of  flave-s  if  kept  up,  not  tolerably  fufficient.  Many 
pf  thofe  eftates  now  require  more  labour  than  for- 
merly, when  the  land  was  new. 

The  general  proportion  of  male  and  female  flaves  P,  381, 
in  Jamaica,  fuppofcd  5  to  3. 

On  a  very  few  eftates  there  are  Moravian  parfons, 
but  in  general  no  attention  is  paid  to  any  religion; 
inftruftion.  The  Society  for  propagating  the  Gof- 
pel  has  not,  to  his  knowledge,  employed  any  perfons 
in  converting  the  flaves. 

He  has  no  calculation  by  which  to  eftimate  the 
ordinary  expence  of  maintenance  of  flaves  at  various 
ages.  They  have  as  much  food  as  they  can  eat, 
except  after  fuch  a  calamity  as  that  of  1780,  when 
the  allowance  was  not  fo  liberal.  Three  large 
plaotanes  are  thought  as  much  as  they  can  eat  at  a 
meal;  when  fmall,  they  get  more.  They  in  general 
live  on  the  produce  of  their  own  provifion  grounds. 
They  arenaturallylazyand  nrglcftfulof  thcmfclves; 
arc  fed  plentifully  by  their  mafters.  A  few  eftates 
excepted,  they  have  more  land  allowed  than  thry 
cm  cultivate.  Refers 
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1790.  Many  elbttes  are  cultivated  (6,  that  the  caqes  are  riot 
|*art  II.  ftocked  up,  but  it  is  a  rule  to  keep  them  on  the  (lock. 
^■^v— ■*  as  long  as  ppfliblc.  The  plough  could  be  of  no  ufe 
fhcrc ;  only  the  hoe. 

When  the  plough  is  ufed,  the  fame  numt^er  of 
pegroes  are  rcquifitc  }  but  it  is  of  infinite  advantage 
p,  ayi  to  them  by  breajttng  the  foil,  and  taking  a  part  of 
the  hardeft  labour  from  them:  But  fuppofingfewec 
at  ploughing  feafon,  the  ufual  number  would  be 
ncceffary  in  crop-time. 

Hasheardthelfginatureofjamaicahasencouraged 
invcntofi  of  machines  for  faving  manual  labour. 
Planters  have  readily  ^iloptcd  all  they  thought  ad- 
vantageous, or  thaj  have  ftood  the  teft  of  experience. 

An  overfeer  bus  com:iionly  from  6  to  10  do* 
meftics,  moftjy  unable  jo  fupport  fieId-]ahour  j  the 
mod  weak  and  delicate,  are  generally  pitt  to  do-; 
mcftic  ufes. 

Thinks  the  prefeiit  cultivation  pf  Jamaica  cannot 
be  kept  up  without  annual  imports  ;  not  that  the 
tiegroes  arc  ufed  til  ^  the  women  do  not  breed  there, 
as  the  labouring  one»  of  Great  Britain ;  greatly  from 
promifcuous  iMcrcourle,  caulinn  venereal  diforders, 
P*  J75*  pften  dcftruflivc  pf  the  conlHtution.  Many  die  by 
yaws,  Buxirs,  ulcpr';,  and  plcurifirs ;  infants,  befides 
the  diforders  10  which  they  are  uibjeft  in  Great- 
Britain,  are  Ijabk  to  the  locked-jaw^  of  which  he 
thinks  ^  die 

Suppofrs  thelofs  in  20  landed  in  tolerable  health, 
about  ^  in  the  firft  3  ye^rs  1  If  wiVh  y^iys,  or  othcf 
difeafc,  double  at  Icaft.  Thinks  thev  would  b^ 
diflatisficd  in  h»ving  no  more  rcrruits  from  Africa, 
Jiaving  often  heard  them  wilh  for  fuch  help  ;  a[i(i 
that  the  (laves  now  in  Jamaica  would  be  worfe  ufed, 
t>ecaufe  moft  fpgar- plantations  being  4t  fo  great 
expence,  are  obliged  to  borrow  of  the  Britifli  mer- 
chant, and  make  nim  annual  confignments,  and 
payments i  deprived  of  flaves,  thev  could  not; 
Jhe  merchant  wouid  be  ^ippoimed?r^he  cbnncc- 

Iio0. 
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tion  unprofitable  to  him.  He  may,  to  be  fure,  take  » 79O 
flcps,  compRlling  the  planter  to  pu(h  his  Oaves  be-  Part  I 
yond  cheirftrengtb,  copay  him,  in  hopes  of  keeping  1— «■*■ 
up'his  crops,  and  preventing  the  ruin  of  himfclf,  and  P-  37' 
family. 

Slaves  labour  about  11  hours  out  of  crop-time  j 
injcrap-iimc,  though  the  time  of  labour  with  fome 
is  longer,  ihey  arc  mpftly  happier,  and  in  better  con- 
dition, from  the  canes  they  ear,  and  the  liquor  tbcf 
drink. 

1  hinks,  if  the  Have  trade  vu  aboliihed,  manf 
planters  could  not  pay  their  debts.  Some  fmall 
trifl'ng  ftttiement  might  be  pradticablc ;  none  of 
much  importance. 

There  are  many  free  negroes  in  Jamaica,  fome  of 
them  tradefmen  ;  but  moft  idle.  The  eftates  often 
require  the  Oelp  of  other  negroes,  befides  the 
ownei'si  has  known  the  free  then  employed  as 
tradclmen,  but  in  no  other  way.  Many  tftarcs, 
where  expcnfive  works  have  been  ercfled.and  much 
money  laid  out,  arc  only  partly  ferried  j  no  further 
progrefs  can  be  made,  without  fupplics  from  Africaj 
unlefs  thofe,  who  have  jobbing  gangs,  were  to  fell  P.  377 
theqi  then  the  lofs  of  their  help  to  different  eftate^, 
would  be  very  diftrcffing,  ana  ny  other  eftates  could 
be  fettled  with  propriety. 

Nqtiye  negroes,  are  much  more  valuable  than 
imported ;  ii  certainly  is  the  planccr's  intcreft  to 
encourage  raifing  them,  and  they  do.  . 

;\ .  any  difeafea  are  brought  on  the  flaves  by  night 
travelling,  fcafting,  and  dancing. 

1-  yccpt  after  fuch  caiarnity,  a&  the  hurricane  1 7  80, 
tht '/  have  plenty  of  wholfomc,  foo.1. 

It  an  ait  of  parliament  for  abolifliing  the  flave- 
frade,  fliould  only  transfer  that  trade  to  other  nations, 
the  Africans  vould  not  be  benefited,  or  the  caufe  of 
huipanity  advanced,  as  far  as  he  is  capable  of 
judging. 

U 
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>790b       Is  ronvinced  the  (layes  there  would  fuHer  exr. 
f  tit  If.  ceedingty,  as  their  labour  would  naturally  be  co> 
ik«v-^  creafed  ;   thinks  it  would  tend  to  depopulate  Ja- 
maica, IclTen  its  cultivation,  and  prevent  its  itn* 
provcmcnt.     Thinks  it  would  not  be  attended  with 
F<  378.  fatisfaftion  Co  the  pliintcrs,  and  othf  r  whites  there  } 
is  conBdcnt  it  would  produce  alarming  difcontents, 
.    Quantity  of  land,  negroes,  and  produce,  on  as 
fiiany  eftates  as  he  can  recolleft  are  as  f  illows  : 

Acres.        Negroei.   lihdi.  Sag.  Pan.Rimi 

Mcfopotamia  —  1600  —  310  315  —  230 

Gnuige   —^  1500  -  ' 

.    Glcndley   ~—  1800  • 

Caledonia  — ^  3000  • 

BlueCalllc 1800  - 

Blacklieath lioo  - 

Mount  Eagle  —  lOOo  ■ 

Spring  Garden  -  2600  - 

Grccii  River  —  1000  - 

Richmond  Vale-     700  - 

Providence lOOo  - 

New  Forcft— —  2000  —  180  ^^  •—  —  -^ 

New  Foreft  is  now  improving  in  Cotton  and  ColTce,  Sugar- 

Worit  being  in  a  Manner  given  up, 

Thefe  eftates  can  make  annually  the  quantity  of 
fugar  juft  ftated,  if  there  are  no  ftontis,  and  they 
have  the  fame  fupport  of  flavts  as  now  i  by  more 
p  ftrength  they  can  make  much  more. 

"•  379*  Mcfopotamia  is  level  land,  and  great  part  only 
adapted  to  pallurcs ;  many  of  which  are  over-grown 
wiih  loQ;woot!,  and  require  more  Haves  to  improve 
them.  The  Grange  is  hilly,  of  rather  poorer  nature, 
and  one  of  thofe,  where. the  plough  is  ulelefs. 

Believes  Gicncfl'ry  produces  the  leaft  fugar  of  all, 
from  the  iiioft  land.  Its  cane- land  has  been  fo 
exceedingly  injiued  by  the  hurricane  of  1780,  that 
it  does  nut  yield  well ;  about  aoo  acres  are  in  canes. 
On  many  of  thefe  eftates,  the  canes  lie  contiguous  j 
on  others,  the  paftures  are  difpcrff  d  \tith  the  canes  j 
the  lands  in  wood,  and  ruinated,  lie  mollly  by  thcm- 
>&lve&. 
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Does  Dot  know  that  the  Value  of  any  of  thefe  1790^ 
eftates  could  be  eftimated  from  the  quantity  of  fiigar  Part  lit 
produced,  except  Green  River,  and  Providence :  <— •^-a 
The  others  (fomc  of  them  in  particular)  have  very 
valuable  land,   fit  for  fugar,  and  when  improved; 
would  become  exceedingly  valuable. 

The  mode  would  be  to  buy  more  flavesj  without  P>  380. 
which  it  is  impo(nbIe  to  improve  them  }  it  would 
require  much  labour  and  expence>  but  would  pay 
very  amply,  he  thinks  ;  great  part  is  at  prefent  ia 
woodj  morafs,  or  ruinated. 

Cannot  ftattr  the  number  that  would  be  necefTary 
to  cultivate  fully  all  thefe  eftaies ;  but  as  to  his  own, 
is  convinced,  that  it's  valuable  land,  fit  for  fugar- 
canes,  would  require  200  more,  and  without  them, 
the  prefent  cultivation  cannot  be  extended,  were 
they  to  continue  nearly  the  fame,  as  to  fugar, 
pafture,  wood-land,  &c.  Thinks  the  prefent  ftock 
of  flavcs,  if  kept  up,  not  tolerably  fufficicnt.  Many 
pf  thofe  eftates  now  require  more  labour  than  for- 
merly, when  the  land  was  new. 

The  general  proportion  of  male  and  female  flaves  P.  38 1. 
in  Jamaica,  fuppofed  5  to  3. 

On  a  very  few  eftates  there  arc  Moravian  parfons, 
but  in  general  no  attention  is  paid  to  any  religious 
inftruftion.  The  Society  for  propagating  the  Gof- 
pel  has  not,  to  his  knowledge,  employed  any  perfons 
in  converting  the  flaves. 

He  has  no  calculation  by  which  to  eftimate  the 
ordinary  expence  of  maintenance  of  flaves  at  various 
ages.  They  have  as  much  food  as  they  can  eat, 
except  after  fuch  a  calamity  as  that  of  i7So>  when 
the  allowance  was  not  fo  liberal.  Three  large 
planianes  are  thought  as  much  as  they  can  eat  at  a 
mcalj  when  fmall,  they  get  more.  They  in  general 
live  on  the  produce  of  their  own  provifion  grounds. 
Ther  are  naturally  lazy  and  negleftful  of  thcmfclves ; 
are  fed  plentifully  by  their  maftcrs.  A  few  eftates 
excepted,  they  have  more  land  allowed  than  tht^y 
can  cultivate.  Krfcrs 
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1790.      Refers  to  the  late  confolidated  i&  for  the  legal 

Part  II.  protedioD  of  the  (lave  from  ill-ufage  by  his  mafter, 

^•^t^*^  or  other  whites.     Thinks  the  efFe^  in  Jamaica,  of 

fio{^ing  rhe  intercourfe  with  America,  was  the.  lofs 

of  many  thoufand  lives  for  want  of  a  fupptj'  of 

frovifions,  rice,  corn.  See.  particularly  after  thff 
urricane  of  1780. 
•   Indian  corn  and  caflTada  are  cultivated  in  Jamaica 
with  good  fuccefs. 

Has  often  bought  Haves  foon  after  their  arrival 
from  Africa  j  the  chief  part  have  been  deliberately 
chofen  from  the  whole  cargo.  They  generally  em- 
ploy one  day  in  each  fortnight,  and  Sundays,  in 
cultivating  their  own  grounds,  and  have  ofien  other 
days  allotted  to  them,  when  it  appears  neceflary  to 
their  employers. 

Doubts  not,  if  a  law  were  to  pafs  here  to  forbid 
the  importation  of  flaves  into  Jamaica,  they  would 
be  fecredy  brought  in,  and  that  mod  of  the  planters 
there  would  encourage  it. 
P.  383.  Thinks  the  late  regulating  aft  has  been  attended 
with  much  advantage. 

The  Haves  for  the  plantations  are  in  general  bought 
by  the  owner,  or  his  attorney. 

Many  eftat^s  in  Jamaica^  are  fo  fteep^  that  the 
plough  Would  be  deftruiftive,  by  the  violent  rains 
peculiar  to  it  wafhing  away  the  foil. 

Thinks  an  African's  conftitution  perfedUv  well 
adapted  to  bear  heat;  never  knew  a  Have  in  health 
complain  of  it.  Plcurifies  are  often  got  by  being 
out  at  nights  i  the  healthicft  and  ftouteft  field-flaves 
are  more  fubjeft  to  them  than  others :  has  known 
many  very  fine  valuable  ones  die  of  them.  The 
Owner  generally  prevents  thofe  no<%urnal  rambles, 
as  Sslt  as  pofTible. 

The  produce  of  the  eftates  before-mentioiKd,  was 
exceedingly  reduced  by  the  hurricane  of  1780,  but 
cannot  fay  exa^ly  in  what  proportion.  The  produce 
was  much  Ids  thas  in  171(0. 

Whether 


-    Whrther  the  crop  Is  grrnt  or  frpaU,  the  expencc   1 799. 
of  culcivarion  is  the  f»ine,  end  oft«n  incrtsfcd,  par-  Pan  J^ 
tKvhriy  \>y  (ach  *  calimitv  «  th^t  of  lyKo  i  but  ^j— ^"^ 
when  the  crop  U  fmaUeft,  the  rxpence  is  gr«teft,  "•  J^V 
only  in  particular  cafes  \   iq  ftorma,  s  long  con- 
tinutncr  of  dry  weather,  whefi  the  car)c<-ft«|ks  are 
hurt  by  (t,  if-  the  crop*  of  cqrn  and  prowifions  arc 
pn  [be  ground,  they  arc  def^rpyec] ;  t>ur  the  provi- 
.  fions  ta£en  early,  before  the  hurricane  nnonthi  coQie 
on,  arc  fafc<    The  hurricane  of  1 7S0  dcftj-oyed  the 
plantains,  and  in  wwf  refpe^s,  the  ground  pro- 
riltoq^.    The  prrpnetors  bought  on  this  account 
-proTtGons  from  England  ^n<l  America 

N<vcr  knew  but  ono  free  negro  defire  to  return 
to  Africa  i  he  went  to  fep  his  friends,  and  returned 
again.  As  far  as  he  CAQ  recoiled  he  was  a  Gold 
Coaft  aave. 

Jf  the  eftdtes  in  an  incompteat  cultivation  for 
.want  of  fuilicient  flaves,  could  be  cultivated  to 
.their  extent,  he  thinks  the  increafe  of  produce 
would  be  a  very  great  addition  to  the  revenue, 
commerce,  and  manuf  a^gre  of  ihc  mother  country. 

It  is  not  ufual  in  general  fur  n4ves  to  obtain  their 
frredom,  till  *rtM  «  long  rvGdcncp  in  the  Wcft- 
(ndics. 


"Witnefs  examined.— Gborqb  HissEar,  Efq-,— 
A  nwrchant  of  London. 

The  houfe  be  is  ooiKerncd  in,  has  had  confiderable  P.  385. 
dealings  with  Jamaica  fas  faftors  to   the   plantets) 
and  to  whom  the  houfe  is  confiderrably  in  advance. 

They  import  from  jooo  to  6090  hogJhcads  of 
fugar,  befidcs  other  articles,  the  grofs  value  of  which 
may  be  from  £  200,000  to  £  250,000. 

»onn  the  concurring  evidence  of  ptantrrt,  others  P.  386, 
who  have  lived  ia  the  iQaods,  and  inm  bis  ex^e- 
-  T  ntiK« 
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([■'1790.  rience  gained  In  the  courfe  of  bufinefs,  he  believe| 

l^ut  II.  the  abdition  of  the  Qave  trade  wilt  greatly  injure  the 

^-Ty*'  population  and  produce  of  Jamaica,    and  confc- 

iquently  himfclf  ai  a  merchant  and  creditor. 

Any  eftimate  of  his,  pf  the  debt  of  the  fugar  iflands 
to  Great-Britain  mult  be  from  partial  inadequate 
grounds :  but  could  never  make  it  lefa  thaii 
^  20,000,000.  Lord  Shcfiieldconjeftures  fuch  debt 
to  be  one-third  of  the  value  of  the  colonies,  which 
has,  iince  be  wrote,  been  eftimated  ^^7  ^<)oo,»oo. 

Speaks  from  experience,  that  the  creditors  of  Weft 
India  property  include  thrfe  clalTes,  each  to  a  cos\- 
fiderable  fum,  efpecially  the  «  firft.  ill.  Merchant! 
who  have  advanced "  money,  to  get  conlignments, 
fupport  old  correfpopdents,  or  proted  old  eng^e- 
ments.  id.  Morgagces  Who  have  advanced  money 
on  intereft.  3d.  Annuitants  by  purchale,  will,  or  . 
marriage- fettlement.  4th.  Legatees,  manyundec 
old  bequefls.  5th.  Cohfignors  of  goods  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  captains  and  inates  of  fiiips,  &c.  6th. 
Shippers  of  goods  for  the  ftores,  to  order.  7th, 
Creditors  on  bond,  note,  &c.  8th.  Keprefentatives 
of  the  deceafed  of  the  above  clafles,  or  whofe  concerns 
ire  afTigned  to  others. '  Their  engagements  are 
chiefly  under  the  firll  clafs. 
f'  Z^7'  A  conliderable  part  of  their  capital  is  lent  to 
creditors,  pare  in  lettling  new,  and  extending  and 
Jtrproving  old,  eflatesj  and,  he  believes,  part  in 
new  machinery  and  modes  of  manufaifture  ■,  alfo  a 
very  confiderabk  part  in  advances  made  to  repair 
.,  damages  by  hurricanes,  and  to  feed  the  negroes  in 
■'  .  '  drought  and  famines, '  Their  books'  contain  fom^ 
4]ebts  whtch'h^ve  exifted  from  40  to  50  years  ;  and 
.hebelieves  had  they  not  protcftcd-  thofe  debts  by 
advahCfS  to  buy  negroes  and  other  relief,  the  eftates, 
'faow'their  fecurity,  ivould  have  bi^n'  long  ago  ruined. 
■;  Believes,  that  when  by  (bort  crops,  low  markets,  or 
cither  cfiiifesi  the  planters  have  been  diftreffcd,  they 
are  generally  relieved  by  Brittlb  lo&na.  In  moft  of 
"    "  "  theii;  ■ 
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their  concerns,  they  have  iinderftood  the  buying  ne*  1790. 
negroes  to  be  abfulucely  necelTary  to  carry  on  the  Part  IL 
cltates,  arid  have  advanced  money  for  that  ufe.  t— v— i> 

'   Several  planters  have  affurcd  him  that  they  wifli 
for  new  negroes^  not  to  extend  eftatesj  but  merely  P.  3881 
to  cafi:  their  prefent  ftock. 

In  Jamaica  there  is  a  confiderable  number  of  ftore- 
keeper$>  arid  importers  of  Britilh  goods,  and  who 
are  not  land-holders :  Advances  to  fuch  reft  on  the 
fccurity  of  the  produce;  Agricuhurc  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  efpecially  in  Jamaica,  is  the  bafis  of  their 
returns  and  folvency.  * 

"Their  fecuriiy  refts  intirelf  on  the  produce  o£ 
eftates  cultivated  by  negroes.  Real  fecuricy  is  either 
an  cftate  with  negroes,  or  negroes  alone.  Laud 
Vtthout  negroes,  or  an  immediate  profpeft  of  buying 
tbcm  to  work  the  land,  would  be  confidered  by  a_ 
merchant  here,  as  no  fccurity. 

Such  Weft-India  properties  as  give  fccurity  for 
firitifti  loans,  he  chinks,  may,  with  a  very  few  luck]^ 
exceptions,  be  comprized  in  3  claflcs.  ift.  Long 
fettled  eftates,  which,  thro*  depopulation,  or  acci- 
dental calamities,  need  fupplies  of  negroes.  2d. 
Bftatcs,  in  a  progrelTive  Hate,  prudently  adding  a 
few  negroes  yearly  to  their  gangs,  till  their  fcttlement 
is  compleatcd.  3d.  Eflatcs  newly  fettled,  or  by- 
accidents  almoft  without  negroes,  but  which  would 
be  an  ample  fecurity  to  their  creditors,  if  furnilhed 
With  negroes  cheap. 

Several  Jamaica  eftates  mortgaged  to.  them,  have 
i»rtions  of  uncleared  land,  which  are  fome  fecurity, 
*hile  negroes  may  be  bought  to  make  them  produc- 
tive. On  fome  of  them  the  cultivation  has  beea 
advant^eoufly  extended. 

Believes  minor's  eftates  lealed^  with  but  few 
hegrocs,  have  been  often  improved  by  fuch  leafing, 
irhen  the  minor  came  of  i^e.  Knows  a  renter  oia 
minor's  eftate,  who,  on  the  minor's  taking  poflcfTion  of 
it^  carried  off  a  good  gang  of  oegrocSf  and  fettled  an. 
T  i  entire 
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1790.  entire  new  eftart,  which  with  a  fmalt  addition  to' 
Part  li.  that  gang,  promifrs  »  turn  out  very  well  j  but  the 
*—•--*  proprietor  has  in  his  late  letters  to  them  cxprcllcd 
great  anxiety  about  working  his  own  eftates ;  and 
if  he  can't  buy  nr\<r  negroes,  will  find  his  prerent 
fine  canes  of  little  value,  and  hts  ef^ate  worth  almoft 
nothing.  Believes  the  e(btes  of  infants,  or  others, 
To  Qtuatcd,  could  not  pofllbly  be  improved  or  kept 
up,  without  new  negroes. 

Had  their  houfe  expected  or  betieved  that  the  (iivt 
trade  Would  be  aboli(hed,  they  Certainly  would  not 
have  made  the  great  advances  or  engagements  ftattd*. 
He  never  thought  6f  the  aboliticfn,  as  not  believing 
it  probable ;  but  knew  that  his  trade,  the  Weft- 
India  eftates  which  lecure  hij  advances,  the  African 
trade  which  fupports  thofe  eftates,  and  even  the  very 
loans  he  has  madtr,  have  been  encouraged  arid  Tanc- 
tioncd  by  repeated  acts  of  parliament,  of  Which  he' 
P.  3^0.  produce^  a  lift  as  follows,  viz.  ift.  A&s  encou- 
raging and  protedling  the  fugar  colonies,  ig  Cha.  II. 
chap.  7 ;  22  and  23  Chfl.  fl.  ch.'  26.-7  ^^^  ^ 
Will.  in.  ch.  22.-6  Anne  ch.  30  and  ch.  37; 
S  Anne  ch.  13.— 4  Geo.  II.  ch.  15;  5  Geo.  11. 
ch.  24;  6  Geo  n.  Ch.  13;  12  Geo.  If.  ch.  301 
19  Geo.  II.  ch.  JO  J  2 1  Geo.  II.  ch,  30.— 5  Geo.  111. 
c:h.45;  6  Geo.  III.  ch  51J  27  Gcd.  111.  ch.  27. 
The  leading  feature  in  all  ihefe  ads  is  encouragement 
to  the  fugar  colonies,  as  inhabited  bj-  Britifli  funjcfls» 
and  very  advantageous  to  Great  Britain. 
P.  391.  The  2d  divifion  of  afts  on  the  flave  trade,  and 
flating  it  neceffary  for  the  Wcft-lndia  colonies. 
RoyaT  charters  of  Cha.  It.  of  1664  and  1672.— 
9  and  10  Will.  III.  ch.  26.— 10  Anne  ch.  27. — 
Ihc  Queen's  fpcech,  June  171a — 23  Geo.  11. 
ch.  31 ;  2<  deo.  II.  ch.  40.— 4  Geo.  III.  ch.  201 
5  Geo,  III  ch.  44i  23  Geo.  III.  ch.  65;  atfo,  tho' 
quoted  before,  27  Geo.  HI.  ch.  27.  Alfo  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  from  1707  to 
I713,  durhig  all  which  time  the  fUre'tnutc  was  andti' 

their 
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tfitir  conndcration ;  and  ir  was  recommended,  by  a  1790. 
mcflaBc  from  the  Queen,  to  confidcr  its  nature ;  and  Fire  II. 
Ao  pubtick  ccnfure  was  then  paHfed  on  it;  but  it  was  (— i^-^^. 
repeatedly  voted  advantageous  to  Great- Britain,  tfnd 
nectflary  for  ihe  fugar  colonies.  And,  tho'  the  various 
bills  brought  in,  and  fome  of  which  pafled  the  Com-' 
mona,  failed  from  difputes  between  the  chartered 
company  and  private  traders,  it  does  not  appear  the 

t     reftri&ion,  much  lef:i  the  abolition  of  the  trade,  was 
ever  thought  of. 

The  3d  head  of  aAs  encouraging  loans  to  the 
Weft-India  proprietors,  from  Britifli  and  foreigners, 
1^2.  5  Geo.  II,  ch.'ji  13  Geo.  III.  ch.  14,  and  14 
ch.  79. 
The  infpeflor  general  of    imports  and  exports,  P*  39** 

*    has  ftated  to  the  Privy  Council,  the  imports  from 
Othc    Weft-Indies    to  Great-Britain    in     1787,    at 


And  from  the  Weft-Indies 
in  1787.  was  exported  to 
Irelandv  value 

£■ 

i27'S8S  :  ■ 
The  U.  S.  of  America  196,460  : 

BrnilhCol  in  Americx  loo.jod  :  r; 

Foteign  Wefl-Indi»    -  18,14;  >  <' 

Aiiica    .     -    .     .    -        868  :  II 


4'94S'387  :  '9  •  '<> 


■ 443,666  !  17  ;    f 

Owndtottl  jf  S'3%'°S4  '•  '7  '■  7 
The  infpcAor  general  ftates  tbrfe  to  be  mercantile 
values  formed  on  the  prices  current  published  at 
Lloyd's.  ■  This  trade  employed  i8r5  veflel9,242,72( 
tons,  and  21,1 14  Irannen.  That  the  exports  frorM 
Great  Britain  to  the  Weft-Ind!es  in  1787,  in  firicifh 
goods,  &C.  amounted  to  ;^  1,638,703  :  iji.  :  lOi/. 
and  from  Ireland,  bePides  What  is  fhipped  in  ve0eU 
cleared  out  from  Grvat- Britain  £  20,160. 

The  witncfs  believes  the  annual  average  of.  fittvca 
in^rted  and  retained  in  the  Brltifti  Weft  Indies  rtuf 
he  15,657,  amounting  at  j^jf  per  head,  to  j£  547,995. 
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1790.  The  infpefior  general  tias  alfo  Hated  the  quantities^ 
Pan  11.  and  cuftom-hoiife  values  of  imiwrts  from  the  Weft- 
•^nr**  Indies  to  Great  Britain  only  in  1788,  whence  He 
has,  with  alt  the  care  and  exadhefs  Ke  could,  eftt- 
mated  their  grofs  mercantile  value,  (taking  the 
opinion  of  experienced  brokers  on  the  average  pricet 
01  that  year)  and  which  on  a  verv  moderate  calcu- 
btion,  amounts  tO;{|  6,8oo,oco  of  which  he  finds  that 
the  cufloms  and  cxcife  received  about  £  1,800,006 
Ship  owners  for  home  freight,  about  560,000 

Britilh    merchants   and    brokers,   tor7  ^.^ 

commifllons,  about    .    -    -  '      -j  ^  ' 

Under-wriiers  for  iniufance,  about-    -        150,006 
TVharfingers,  &c.  including  primage  7 

or  freight,  about f  95.ooQ 

The  whole  of  which  is    -     -  ^^  2,837,000 

P.  393;  ,  The  reft,  being  fomerhlng  Icfs  than  4  millions,  la 
the  n«  proceeds  paflVd  to  the  credit  of  the  planters* 
by  the  Britilh  merchant  t  but  from  which  muft  be 
farther  dedufted  the  value  of  Bntifh  gooda  ex- 
ported to  the  plantations,  with  freight,  infurance, 
commiflion,  and  p6rt  chaises  thereon  ;  alfo  the  funi 
paid  the  African  iherchants  annually  for  (laves  ;  and 
■when  to  this  is  added  the  inrcrcft  of  the  debt  due 
from  the  colonies  to  Great  Britain,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  the  whole  £  6>8oo,ooo  refted  in  GreaC 
Britain.  In  confirmation,  can  aflerc  that  tracing  the 
grofs  produce  received  through  their  houl'e,  fof' 
many  years,  in  his  time  and  his  predecelTors,  (no 
inconfiderable  value)  there  is  a  very  fmall  part  of  it 
indeed,  which  he  cannot  follow  home  to  one  or 
other  of  the  above  heads. 

The  tonnage  in  the  Weft  India  trade,  in  17S7, 
has  been  ftaied  242,721  tons;  and  though  in  that 
eftimate,  fomc  veflcls  are  included  which  muft  havtf 
made  more  than  one  voyage  a  year,  and  their  tons 
are  counted  for  each  voyage,  yet  in  many  cafes^  the 
cftimated  tot^iagc  is  Ibmewhat  under  the  real :  tak^ 

uig' 
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jng  therefore  that  quantity,  and  eftimating  the  Weft   i790> 
India  Ihips,  with  all  their  expcnces  at  fca,  at  only  Part  11^ 
^loper'wn,  the  amount  is  ^  a,427)iio.  '.  ^— v-^ 

V  The  amount  paid,  by  the  Britilh  Weft-India  trade 
to  (hip  owners,  for  freight  alone,  may  be  eftimated  W 
jfollows : 

homewards  to  Great-Britain,  as  above  -  £560^900 
OiitwardsonBricilh  .nanufaftures  &c.about  ito,ooo 
Pn  Irilh  manuf.iftiires  expored,  and  pro-?         ^^ 

vifionsin  (hips  clearing  out  fr-'mCBriiain  J        ' 
pn  exports  from  the  A^e(t  Indies  to  IreUnd    14,000 
On  exports  from  difo  to  Briti(h  America,  1   ^   ^^ 

and  the  United  States     -----  J      ^* 
On  imports  from  America  to  the  W,  Indies,  ?         ^^ 

iacIudmgfhipsclearingoutfromG, Britain]        ' 

Total  freight ■£  941, pop 

To  which  add  the  freight  paid,  in  the  price  of  P.  394i 
pegroes.  to  the  African  (hips,  and  this  Article  alone 
^ill  be  found  above  a  million  ftcrling.  Moft  certainly 
(he  diminucion  of  We(t-|ndia  produce,  will  aSe£t  the 
quantity  ot  freight;  and  if  the  Ihips  now  employed 
in  that  trade  don't  get  other  employ,  it  mult  affcft 
the  price.  The  fame  caufes  will  reduce  the  tonnage, 
and  number  of  fcamen.  The  increafe  of  price  of 
the  Well-India  produce  will  be  necclTary  to  counter- 
balance it's  diminution,  10  make  the  eftarcs  as  pro- 
duif^ive  as  at  prefcnt.  A  diminution  of  Wcft-Indii 
produce,  if  caufcd  by  any  difficulty  of  getting  ne- 
•grocs,  will  raife  their  price,  when  to  be  had.  The 
increafe  of  price  of  produce,  will  certainly  diminilh 
it's  confumption,  and  the  export  of  it  from'  Great- 
Britain. 

Having  never  been  in  theWeft-Indies,  hecan  only 
fpcak  from  tads  well  authenticated,  or  generally  ad- 
mitted. The  committee  of  council  in  Jamaica  ftated, 
he  believes  from  the  tax-rolb.  that  the  (laves  there  in 
J76»,  were  about  167,000.    Governor  Kett\\  \ti 
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1790.   1774,  abour  193,000.    Governor  Clarke  in  i7B7»rt 

.fntt  11.356,000.     The  alTembly  in  1787,  ftacwl  the  (laveiffi 

ir"v  ••■'  240,000^  at  the  leaft :  But  obfcrvcf  that  the  numbw 

<»i  the  tax-rolls,  was  only  210,894.   Oovcrnor  Keith 

iftvs,  his  number  in  1774  wasfrom  the  tax  rolls^  buc 

p        '   there  were  at  Icaft  1 0,000  more,  as  many  jobbers  Wl4 

*  ^°^*otbers  gave  not  in  their  numbers.     1  he  «itneft 

thinks,  the  only  fair  calculation  can  be  from  the  tax- 

roils,  accordingto  which^he  gave  in  this  ftaicmenti 

SUvei     - 
Jn  1768,  the  number  was  about  -    -    -    -  167,001 
Left  in  the  iOand  to  1774*  inclufive      -    -     41,038 
''         licfc  in  the  ifland  from  1 774  to  1 7 87,  inclufive  87.624 


pediift  onthe  tax-rolls  in  1787  -     -    i    -  210,894. 


The  deficiency  in  19  years  is-  -  -  _  -  84,768 
or  4,46 1  annually,  i  e.  2.34  (in  decimals)  per  <xn%. 
per  annum,  on  the  medium  nuu^ber. 

1768  — —  167,000 

1774  .—  j93,ooo 

1787  —  aio,894 

3)570,894(190,298  is  the  medium  N* 

The  calculation  of  lufs  in  the  tirft  6  years,  will  be  ; 

"In  1768  the  number  was-     -     -     .     -     .  167,000 

Left  ill  the  iDand to  1774,  incluQve      •    -    4i>oj8 

208,038 
'Ccdu<^  on  the  tax-rolls  in  1774     -    .    •193,000 


The  deficiency  in  6  yeajs  was  -  -  -  -  1 5,038 
or  2.506  per  annum,  i.  e.'  1.4  per  cent  per  annuxq, 
on  the  rredium  niimber. 

1768  — —  167,000 

1774 i93.«» 


2)^6p,ooc>(,^^Wy^  n  the  metUum  N« 
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.  The  calruluion  of  bfs  the  UH  1 3  years  will  be :  979Bk 
1(11774,  the  number  wai  -  -  -  .  -  193,000  Pir^^ 
Left  iaUieifluid  to  i;S7     -    .    .     .    .     87,624 -v-ys^ 

r  P.  395. 

83o,624 
Dcduft  on  thetax  rc41sin  17S7-    -    -    -.210,894 

The  defielrBcy  in  1 3  yean  wu  .  •  .  .  69^730  - 
or  5,364  p?r  annom,  or  2,65  per  cent,  per  aiwunii 
eo  the  medium  number.  .  . 

1774 —»  193,000  , 

1787 aio.894 


2)403.894(201,947  is  the  medium  N«- 
'The  laft  13  yevs  was  marked  by  war  and  re- 
peated hurricanes,  from  which  for  the  firft  6  Ja- 
maica was  exempt.  The  whole  19  years.form  no 
unfair  average  of  the  circumftances  of  the  iflanda  1 
and  it  appears,  the  population  of  Jamaica  for  ihofc  .  -r 
19  years,  haA  diminiihed  moie  than  two  and  one- 
thirO  per  cent  on  the  medium  number  i  that  it  hat 
diminiihed  in  in  increafing  ratio,  and  not  increafed 
in  ii  growing,r<itio^s  has  ban  (latcd^  that  admitting 
150CO  Oave^  to  have  periflied  in  the  above  periods* 
from  hurricanes,  the  Jimiiiifhed  population  in 
Jamaica  alone  will  remain  nearly  70000  in  19  yearsj 
that  a  lolsoftwo  and  onc.third  percent,  upon 
450,000  Qavcs.raidto  be  in  the  Brititb  Well  Indies 
is  10,500  and  may  be  computed  as  the  immediate 
annual    diminution     of  the   number,    Ihould  the  ; 

Oave-trade  be  abotiQied. 

He  is  cettJJn  that  an  abolition  of  the  flave-trade 
would  be  followed  by  an  immediate  decay  of  the 
credit  of  the  Britilh  merchants  who  have  conGdeT'- 
able  engagements  with  the  Weft  Indies,  and  that 
they  would  be  obliged,  however  unwilling,  to  pre&  P>  397* 
their  debtors,  and  to  ibreclofe  mortgages,  to  the 
ruin  of  many  plantationsj  wtiofe  value  would  be 
aSb^tcd  by  the  quantity  of  fuch  property  at  tnuVLn^ 

u  wi 
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*79cf.  tnd  the  notoriety  of  the  caofc  of  their  fale.  The 
0tuK  II.  Britifh  merchants,  finding  their  profits  dimintfh  with 
Vw^-'W  the  diminilhed  produce  of  the  iOands^  muft  ne- 
ceOariljr  leflen  the  expence,  by  which  they  contri- 
bute to  the  revenue,  apd  tnuft  look  forward  to  the 
ruin  of  the  trade,  that  they  and  their  families  havs 
depended  on.  He  believes  many  rich  Weft  Indi^ 
planters,  whofe  eftittes  are  large  and  fall-handed, 
might  for  a  while  feel  little  injury  from  the  aboliuon, 
and  even  receive  a  temporary  benefit  from  it.,  while 
the  prefcnt  fyftem  of  colony  regulation  is  continued, 
>s  by  the  ruin  of  fmallcr  planters,  whofe  flaves  they 
wpqld  bpy^  their  rivals  would  be  diminilhed ;  but 
that  they  and  the  kingdom  at  large,  muft  foon  feel 
the  ruinous  event  of  the  abolition,  ia  the  total  decay 
of  the  fugarcolonieii,  and  in  the  dependance  of  Great 
Britain  on  foreigners  |br  her  immenfc  CDofumption 
of  their  produce. 
p.  398.  In  lending  money  on  s  Weft  India  f^Mc,  the 
annual  prodqce  is  more  confidered  than  the  nominal 
value. 

The  London  merchant  has  s|-  per  cent,  com- 
million  on  the  grofs  fales  of  produce,  the  fame  oq 
amount  of  fupplies  Ihipped,  and  -^  per  cent,  qn 
making  infurarcc  on  each, 

Much  of  the  Jamaica  rum  is  fold  on  che  eftate, 
or  at  the  next  (hipping  port.  What  is  fent  home  by 
the  planter,  is  generally  (;onGgned  fo  him  to  whom 
he  fends  his  fugar. 
^t  399'  Infurance  outwards  of  homewards,  is  always  inade 
on  a  policy,  deliverable  to  the  planter  on  demand. 
If  the 'merchant  ftands  part  of  the  hfk,  it  is  as  an 
under-writer^  as  an  iadividi^l,  not  in  (he  firm  of 
the  houfe. 

The  Weft  Indi»  tTierchant  is  often  the  h^Iband  of 
Clips,  and  holds  his  ftiare  of  them.  The  ftiare  of  the 
pKTchant  in  general  is  fuppoicd  much  IcTs  iiow,  than 
ft  was  fome  years  ago. 


The  eflates  do  noc  rCqliire  fapt)lies  in  propordoo    17901. 
to  their  produce.  Put  Hi 

The  pUnRrs  often  draw  billt  on  the  merchants  to  ^tn^i^^ 
whom  their  produce  is  configned,  to  pay  for  the 
Oaves  they  may  buy.  The  planter  has  often  credit 
in  the  idand  for  the  flaves  he  buyi.  When  he  draws 
on  his  merchant,  at  the  expiration  of  that  credit* 
he  draws  at  the  ifland  i^fance,  or«  if  for  a  bnger 
time,  intereft  for  fuch  time  is  included  in  the  bilU.  P.  4OO1 

*  Bills  from  Jamaica  are  ufually  drawn  at  90  days 
fight,  they  may  be,  on  an  average,  a  months  00 
toe  voyage. 

In  all  cafual  bufinefa,  the  merchant  reimburfes 
himfelf  from  the  fale  of  the  ft^ars,  for  the  funis 
advanced  to  the  pUntert  for  (tores  lent  out,  com- 
miflions.  Sec.  but  where  there  is  a  connection  (and 

'  in  fuch  there  is  oommonty  an  advance)  fuch  exad- 
nefs  in  keeping  the  account  balanced  cannot  be  ex^ 
peAed. 

In  the  war,  it  was  certainly  difficult  to  fell  Weft 
India  eftates  to  advantage )  and  he  thinks  the  agita- 
tion of  the  queftion  of  the  flavc  trade  has  in  pare 
renewed  that  difficulty.     The  facility  of  borrowing 

t  money  on  Weft  India  eftates  has  certainly  increali:d 
Once  the  peace  ^  and,  if  not  entirely  prevented  by  Pi  401* 
the  agitation  of  the  prefcnt  cjueftion,  he  believes  it  to 
be  becaufe  they  who  well  know  the  value  of  the* 
Weft  India  trade,  cannot  believe  the  abolition  of 
the  Qave  trade,  on  which  that  commerce  depcndsa 
will  take  place. 

As  to  cltates  which  have  kept  up  their  Haves 
without .  imporution,  he  can  recollect  but  one* 
among  all  with  whom  his  houle  was  connected,  that 
of  Lord  Dudley,  which  he  undcrftands,  is  pecu- 
liarly fortunate  in  fliuation,  ealy  of  labour,  number 
of  Oaves  and  proportion  of  the  fexes.  In  1776,  thcii' 
number  was  637,  in  1788  it  had  increafed  only  311 
in  that  time  it  was  exempt  from  any  of  thofe  cala- 
mities that  tfieded  the  neighbouring  eftates,  ycf 
V  1  tber« 


^90.    there  ifere  ti»o  yt&n  ^tn  'mhAfh  there  was  dccreale,  of 

F^C  II.  one  year. they  have  no  account,  and  in  one  y>ea# 

*'^»'^  there  was  neither  increafe  or  decreafe.     In   1788, 

there  was  2%i  men,  120  women,  59  boys,  41  girll 

ti6  children,  6r9  in  all.    The  late  Lady  Dudley 

&id,  that  the  ellate  did  not  pay  her  above  j  per 

cent,  on  the  capital  advanced.     He  is  not  certain,  but 

believes,  that  in  the  pcrioa  juft  mentioned,  no  eew 

■'^'         iKgroes  were  bought  for  Lord  Dudley's  eftate. 

'  in  1 787,  Jamaica  did  nor  make  its  average  crop. 
The  importation  into  London  onl^,  was  ia,ooft 
bogfheads  lefs  than  in  1785.  and  13,000  lefs  than  in 
1788.  Has  always  underftood  the  kcward  iOands 
made  much  lefs  than  an  average  crop  in  178S. 
P.  402.  the  year  on  which  he  calculated  for  all  the  Weft 
Indies; 

In  Jamaica  of  late  years  there  has  been  con- 
ftantly  a  premium  paid  to  drawers  of  bilb  on  Great 
Britain,  at  ufance  from  5  to  10  percent.  A  large 
debt  due  fiom  We(t  India  iflands  to  Poreignets, 
conti'a£ted,  as  he  believes,  on  the  faith  of  partia- 
inent,  their  being  an  aft  exprefsly  encouraging  it. 
A  very  confidcrable  quantity  of  herrings  is  Tent 
from  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  Newfoundland,  to  the 
■  Wtrt  Indies  for  negroes. 

The  feamcn  employed  in  thofe  Gflieries  are  not 
ifickidrd  in  the  above  eftimate,  except  fuch  New- 
^undland  feaman  as  may  oCcaBonally  carry  the  fifh 
to-the  Weft  Indies. 
R  403.  ^  hen  he  ftated  that  the  rich  planter,  whofe  cflat* 
is  large  and  full-handed,  may  find  a  temporary 
benefic  in  a  greater  price,  Ibould  the  abolition  of  the 
-flave  trade  diminiOi  the  number  of  his  rivals  at  this 
market,  he  prcfumed  on  his  being  able  to  keep  up 
his  naves  and  produce  during  fuch  temporary  benefit. 
Thinks  the  diminution  of  produce  from  the  abolition 
muit  increafe  in  compound  progrefTicHi,  and  that  ■ 
price  could  not  be  attorded  here  any  way  adequate 
ttf  fuch  «  dimiouttiHt.  If  the  price  wm  much  higher^ 
»     ■  h« 
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he  believes,  an  equal  confumpcion  could  not  be  ex-  1790. 
Befted,  for  it  wai  generally  thoughc  mucli  aflfe&ed  Part  {t. 
by  the  high  prices  laft  war.  »— v-irf 

Has  heard  lord  Dudley's  cftace  ii  feparated  from 
•then,  in  a  parricular  vay.  Has  often  heard  perlbni 
who  lived  m  it  fay,  this  peculiar  lituacion  keeps  the 
negroes  from  ratnbliog  at  night,  and  getting  vene- 
Tcdt,  pleurifies,  &c.  which  tend  10  lelTen  popu- 
lation. And  alfo  from  being  infcdcd  with  the  fmalU 
pOK,  &c*  The  attorney  or  manager  informs  thenc 
that  when  by  a  late  contagion,  many  of  the  neigh- 
bouring eftales  fuffered,  that  cftate  loft  none,  and 
hod  but  few  ill  of  it. 


Witncfc  examined.  —  Admiral  Shvldhau. 

■  Xjord  ShuMhim  (Admiral)  has  obferved  the  be-  P.  40^. 
haviour  of  maftcrs  to  their  negro  flaves,  in  the  iflinds 
where  he  has  commanded,  to  have  been  miU,  gentle, 
and  indulgent,  equal  to  that  generally  (hewn  by  maftera 
to  their  fervants  in  this  kingdom.  The  Daves  were 
decently  clothed,  and  properly  for  the  climate,  and 
feemed  perftftly  fatisfied  with  their  viftuals,  and 
lod^ng :  He  never  heard  them  make  any  complaints  i 
they  are  in  all  refpefts  perfeftly  fatisfied,  fo,  that  when' 
a  midfhpiman,  he  «nvicd  their  condition,  and  often 
infhed  to  be  in  the  fame  lituation. 

In  his  opinion,  the  Weft-Indies  could  not  becul- 
livated  to  advantage  by  Europeans,  it  muft  be  attended 
with  immenfe  expcnce,  ana  the  lofs  of  a  greater 
number  of  lives,  fromeffeft  of  climate  on  European 
conftitutions. 

French  Weft-Indiamen  he  confiders  as  one  of  the 

Srincip^  fources  of  the  French  naval  power  j  thefe 
lips  he  does  not  think  remarkably  fine  vcflels  •,  they 
are  of  about  5  or  400  tons,  and  manned  pretty  mudi  P.  405* 
^otlrown;  but  it  is  27  or  28  years  ago,  lincehewas 
in  diat  part  of  the  world.-'  •'    -   • 

W.Ikdibs 
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yr.  Indies.- Wicnels  examined — ^Adm.  BARKiNOTOir. 

1790.  Admirtl  Barrington  has  obferved,  that  the  mafters-. 
Part  II.  in  the  iflands  where  he  has  comnnanded,  have  always 
*— v^irf  behaved  to  their  (laves  with  the  ^catuft  humanity. 
The  flaves  appeared  properly  fed, clothed,  and  lodged^ 
«nd  more  labour  did  not  feem  to  be  required  of  lihem. 
than  tliey  could  properly  bear.  They  are^  in  general, 
perfcdly  latisBed  with  their  condition,  fo  much  fo^ 
that  when  being  miferable  himfelf,  (from  being  4 
Qionths  Commander  in  Chief,  without  an  opportunity 
of  revenging  the  infults  of  France)  he  has  ftcn  them. 
lb  happy,  ttut  he  wilhed  himfelf  a  negro  -,  but  when 
he  had  his  full  revcnge>  he  never  wtfhed  himfelf  3 
negro  afterwards. 

He  does  not  conceive  the  plantations  in  the  Weft- 
Indies  could  be  cultivated  to  advantage  by  Europeans. 
P.  406.  Ships  employed  in  the  French  Weft-India  tradcj  he 
confiders  as  one  of  the  principal  fources  of  the  naval 
power  of  France  j  they  are  remarkably  fine  veffelsi 
nave,  he  fuppofes,  double  the  number  of  hands  that 
our  fliips  have,  and  are  as  large  or  larger  l^an  ours  in 
the  feme  trade.  He  conceives  the  French  have  of  late 
years  encreafed  their  Weft-India  trade,  and  alfo  the; 
number  of  their  Weft-India  ftitps. 

The  Britilh  Weft-India  trade  is  no  doubt  a  confider- 
able  nurfery  f  jr  feamen.  He  holds  it  by  all  means 
important  to  keep  up,  and  encourage  the  flave-trade : 
its  abolition,  will  tend  to  reduce  the  Weft-India  trade^^ 
and  confequently  to  leftcn  the  number  of  ftiips,  and 
feamen. 

In  the  laft  war,  he  was  three  months  at  Barbadoes, 
and  on  (hore  every  day,  where  he  had  continual  op- 
portunities of  obferving  the  Ctuation  of  the  negroes, 
P.  407.  and  conduft  of  their  mafters  ;  he  never  knew  any  aft 
of  cruelty,  by  the  owners,  on  their  flaves,  nor  ever  law 
a  puniftiment,  but  one,  which  was  that  of  a  oegra 
Woman  by  her  own  hulband. 

The 
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The  flaves  in  Barbadocs  are  more  comfortably    1790. 
Ipdged,  and  much  cleaner  than  the  labouring  people  Part  If. 
of  Ireland*  and  in  general  in  the  Weft-Indies  ther  ap-  c«w-^ 
beared  happier  than  the  labouring  poor  in  Irelana,  and 
puny  parts  of  Great-Brilain. 

Whether  by  proper  regulations  the  ftock  of  negroet 
could  be  kept  up  without  importation  from  Africa,  is 
a  queflion  he  cannot  anfwec ;  he  has  heard,  that  fome 
very  few  plantations  may  keep  up  their  ftock; — for 
example,  CemiOioner  Martin's. 


Witne&  examined — ^Adm.  Marriott  Arbuthhot. 

Admiral  Arbuthnothavingcommanded  on  the  Weft  P*  40S. 
India  ftation,  has  been  frequently  in  plantations,  both 
io  St.  Kite's  and  Jamaica,  and  never  obferved  the  Iraft 
cruelty  to  flaves ;  has  feen  them  punilhed,  but  neither 
inhumanly  nor  wantonly,  and  by  no  means  fo  feverely 
^  a  Britiu}  foldier  or  lailor ;  they  arc  clothed  according 
to  the  climate,  and  fed  with  the  utmoft  care,  having 
^und  allotted  for  that  purpofe,  befidcs  other  Pro- 
vifions  from  America,  and  conftantly  from  England ; 
in  point  of  lodging,  and  accommodation,  they  are 
better  ofi*  than  the  labouring  poor  in  Ireland.  No  more 
labour  is  required  of  them  tlun  they  can  properly  bear,  p.  409., 
their  labour  is  not  equal  to  that  of  feamen  in  a  man 
of  war,  in  heaving  down  or  clearing .  lb  far  are  they 
from  a  defponding  ftate,  that  they  have  as  joyous 
moments  as  any  of  m;  He  has  been  very  happy 
amongft  them. 

He  calculates,  in  Jamaica,  there  are  i6,cao  whkes, 
and  200,oco  blacks^  and  that  it  is  impofllble  for  this 
country  to  fend  out  200,000  in  their  room ;  therefore 
the  plaJitadons  in  the  Weft-Indies  cannot  be  cultivated 
(o  advantage  by  Europeans.  Says,  that  jn  1730,  he 
was  midftupmaa  to  a  40  gun  ihip,  that  carried  out  2 
ferments 
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1-790. '  rt^ments  to  Jamaica,  where  dat  colonel  died'  ih  a 
V»n  11.  fortnight,  the  greateft  part  of  the  officen>  and,  threes 
fc— V— J  fourths  of  the  regiment  in  little  more  than  a  year. 

The  (hips  in*  the  French  Weft-India  trade,  he  does 
not  confider  as  a  principal  fburce  of  their  naval  power,- 
but  of  great  confequence  to  them ;  he  knows  nothing 
iof  the  veffels,  nor  how  they  are  manned. 
:  The  Bricilh  Weft-India  trade,  he  thinks,  is  a  nurfery ; 
ibr  ieamen,  and  that  important  to  be  kept  up,  and  ttuu ' 
the  abolition  of  the  (lave  trade,  will  affufedly  tend  to 
reduce  the  Weft-India  trade,  and  Icffen  the  number  of 
fhips  »nd  feamen  i  and  the  grounds  of  this  opinion  are 
P.  410.  a  certainty,  that  if  a]l  die  feamen  employed  in  any 
trade,  do  not  die  by  unhealthy  climate,  diofc  that 
return,  will  be  ufcful  to  their  country.  The  feamen 
from  Guinea  Ihips  were  of  great  ufe  laft  war  in 
manning  our  fleet,  but  at  what  period,  he  does  not 
know,  not  having  been  at  the  Windward  iflands,  wher« 
the  (hips  received  great  recruits  from  Africa. 

He  docs  not  know  whether  any  regulations  would 
keep  up  the  ftock  of  negroes,  without  importation,  but, 
thinks  it  impolTible  that  any  improvements  or  better 
regulations  can  be  made:  Our  hibuurers  earn  their 
bread  with  greater  difficulty  than  the  negroes. 

The  negroes  are  beyond  comparifon  better  treated 
now,  than  when  he  firft  knew  the  Weft-Indies  in  1763; 
in  particular,  they  are  much  improved  in  Jamaica, 
where  they  are  treated  more  humanely,  and  in  general 
appear  comfortable.  He  anfwers  that  their  clothing 
p.  41 1 .  is  well  adapted  to  the  climate  j  they  want  for  nothing, 
and  (eemcd  fatisBed,  Every  plantation  of  1 50  ne- 
groes had  a  furgeon. 

During  the  laft  war,  he  was  not  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
be  was  in  the  Weft-Indies  ih  the  year  t  yS^,  and  being 
afked  on  what  grounds  he  thinks  the  (laves  better 
treated  now  than  formerly,  he  anfwers,  that  he  only 
confines  himfislf  to  the  year  1763. 

Witnefi 


t     '6'     ] 


W.  IwDTEs— Wimels  examined — Admiral  Edwards. 

1790. 

Admiral  (Richard)  Edwards  fc-rved  in  the  Weft-  Part  II. 
Indies  in    ly.ji,    175^,    '76.-J  and  1761.     Has  not  *— v—* 
been  refidenr  in  the  iOands,  and  does  not  know  any  °*  4'*' 
thing  ver7  particular  of  the  behaviour  of  maftcrs 
towajds  thfii  Haves ;  does  nor.recoliea  any  particular 
cruelties  J  and  in  particular  crtaccs  has  obferved  a 
Iharc  ci  humanity  to  the  negroes  ;  he  never  heard  any 
compiamts  ot  iheir  provifions,  and  as  to  their  clothing, 
he  has  niyltly  ubfcrved  them  naked,  fome  inftances  P.  412. 
excepted.     He  never  knew  any  inftance  of  more 
labour  lequired  of  them  than  they  could  bear.     He 
by  no  means  conceives  the  Weft-India'  plantations 
could  be  cultivated  by  the  labour  of  Europeans. 

He  has  been  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  when  there 
received  and  rirdrcffed  a  few  complaints  of  the  men 
on  board  African  ftiips,  of  want  of  provifiohs,  and 
other  cafual  matters ;  tliinks  the  fcamen  treated  in 
tfiis  as  in  other  traders  j  never  was  any  where  but  men 
and  mailers  m-adc  mutual  complaints :  believes,  if 
the  flave  trade  were  aboliftied,  the  French  and  Dutch 
would  cngrofs  die  trade  of  the  Gold  Coaft.  ' 

He  believes  tiie  fl.ives  treated  netter  i'.ow  than  when 
he  firtt  was  in  th;.-  VVcft-Indies  ;  thinks  moft  flaves 
on  the  tj  jU  Coaft  are  fupplied  from  the  Along-ftiore- 
coaft,  from  tlic  diftcrent  forts,  and  the  boats  which  go 
often  for  a  week  nr  lunger  trading  from  the  ftiips ;  "•  4'S' 
thinks  the  numbers  fokl  to  other  Europeans  would  be 
incrtafed  on  our  abolilhing  the  flave  trade,  and  that 
we  Ihould  bi-  forced  to  buy  of  them.  He  never  heard 
of  an  African  flave  in  Weft-Indies  exprcfs  a  wi(h 
to  return  home.  The  (lave  trade,  as  combined  with 
the  Weft-India  trade  to  England,  he  apprehends,  is  of 
equsl  confc-(]u«nce  in  manning  the  Briiifh  navy,  in 
time  of  war,  as  any  trade  he  knows  ;  thinks  the  abo- 
Utioii  of,  or  a  check  to  either  of  thefe  trades  would 
%  X  produce 
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fyjo.    »   advantage  by  EWopcans.     From  number    of 
'lUt  II.  fliips  ind  the  number  of  men  carried,  he  thinks  ihc 
—v^   (hips  in  the  French  Wctt-Iodia  innlc  a  principa!  fource 
of  their  naval  power.     Their  W  L-fi-lndla  fliips  arc 
extrenidy  fine,  Ixrp",  and  well  manricd.    The  Brilifh 
Weft-Inoia   tiidc   forms  a  confidcrable  nurfery  of 
fcamcn  in  time  of  war  i  he  never  had  any  other  meaoj 
of  recruiting  his    lliip    than  from  Wcft-Indidmeni 
imagines  it  higlily  important  to  kct-p  up  ami  cpcoura«i 
P-  419.  the  Wcft-Indja  trade.     Th*r  Hboliuo:»  of  the  fltie- 
iradc  would  u[,doubtcdly  tend  to  lefTen  the  Wett-IndU 
trade,  and  the  miiubu  of  {hip<  and  fcamcn.    Were  th«, 
flavc  trade  abniiHicd,  it  would  not  be  pnli'iblc  to  pre. 
vept  the  running  new  Oaves  into  the ,  illands.     iiif  1 
■  thinks  he  left  Janialca  in  17B4  ;'  fjys  only  fiomhcar- 

fav,  thf.t  the  pnpii!.ui'in  c;inn('t  b--  k''|'i.  up  without 
cu'ncjnuing  the  iiiiportaciun  of  African  Haves ;  was 
obliged  to  have  the  king's  il.ivcs  under  hk  dircftioit 
replciiilhcd,  to  carry  on  contlant  wu:k  ;  thcie  were 
moltly  men,  who  had  wives,  li-j:  neitlitrr  their  wives 
nor  children  belong  to  the  king.  Ut:  has  known  a 
greater  number  of  men  cime  to  die  navy  from  Gv.i- 
neamcn  than  from  other  fldp^,  becaufe  they  carry  a 
greater  number.  Docs  not  know  oi  any  confidcrable 
nun-ber  of  plantations  able  to  fnpport  their  flock  of 
flavep,  without  piirch.-ifing  recruits. 


W-Indies. — Witncfs  cxam^ — Commodore  Gardner, 

F.  420.  Commodore  (Allan)  Gardner  has  ferved  in  all  the 
Well, -India  iflandf,  a'nd  ]  iturned  from  Jamaica  Auguft 
17S9.  Cannot  point  uiit  ?.ny  paiticular  in  propriety 
of  condufl  of  mailers  to  (laves,  as  in  all  ct-untrics  there 
may  be  good  rnd  b.'d ;  in  Jarraica  he  behcvcs  the 
treatment  in  <;vneral  hrm.-ne  and  mild.  He  believes 
flaves  have  fu0:cifnt  food  for  their  work.  Tittle  clothe 
ing  is  nccctiary  in-  tropical  climatL's,    but    once  or 

twice 


W.  Indies.  Hotram.  i1^j  . 

and  (requendy  obferved  the  condition  of  {lavcs>  and  the  Part  tt^ 
behaviour  of  their  mafters  towards  them ;  was  on  u— i»-w^ 
Sir  Wm.  Coddrington's  etfate,  for  6  weeks  or  2  months, 
and  had  daily  opportunities  cf  obferving  their  treat- 
ment, and  has  been  occafionally  on  other  cftatcs,  on  all 
of  which  they  were  well  treared  ;  with  no  particular 
feverity  j  he  has  been  five  or  fix  years  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  at  different  times,  and  does  not  recollect  to  have 

*  fecn  more  than  3  or  4  puniihments,  and  is  &r  from 
thinkmg  the  planters  may  be  juftly  accufed  cf  cruelty 
or  wanton  feverity, — The  (laves  in  all  die  iflands  carry  p,  ^y, 
oa  a  conftderable  traffic  in  fupplying  the  fleets  with 
provifion,  who  pay  them  more  with  fliips  provifions 
in  exchange,  than  with  money ;  but  thcfe  provifions  he 
believed  were  for  the  perlbnal  profit  of  the  flave.  On 
the  abolition  of  the  Gave  trade,  he  Ihould  think  it 
^moft  impolTible  to  prevent  the  fmugsling  of  new 
flaves  into  the  iOands ;  Whu  number  of  Ihips  could 
prevent  it  he  cannot  judge,  nor  can  he  fpeak  to  the 
mcfficacv  of  the  regulations  made  to  prevent  the 
Introduftion  of  American  provifions  inte  the  Weft- 

.    India  iflands,  not  having  been  there  fince  that  time. 


W.  Indies.— Wttnefs  examined— Capt:un  Lambert. 

Captain  (Robert)  Lambert  has  fcrvcd  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  at  different  times,  8  or  9  years,  particularly  in 
Jamaica  -,  he  ferved  firft  in  a  king's  fliip,  afterwards 
as  commiflioner  at  Port  Royal.  He  never  obfcrved 
ill  ulage  to  the  flaves,  but  thought  they  generally 
fccmed  happy,  and  faw  nothing  to  die  contrary  of  their' 
being  properly  fed,  clothed,  and  lodged;  it  did  not  P.  418. 
appear  to  him  that  more  labour  was  required  of  them 
than  they  could  properly  bear,  always  faw  them  chear- 
fill  after  leaving  work ;  thinks  he  fees  more  defponding 
people  in  this  country,  than  among  the  negroes :  is 
Ibrc  the  Weft-India  plantations  coxikl  not  be  cultivated- 
X  2  Vj 
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1790.  to  advantage  by  Europeans.  From  number  of' 
Pvt  II.  fliips  and  the  number  of  men  carried,  he  thinks  the' 
*— V— ^  Ihips  in  the  French  Weft-India  trade,  a  principal  fource 
of  their  naval  power.  Tliejr  Weft-India  ftiips  arc 
extremdy  fine,  large,  and  well  manned.  The  BritUh 
■Weft-India  trade  forms  a  confiderable  nurfcry  of 
feamcn  in  time  of  war  ;  he  never  had  any  other  meatis 
of  recruiting  his  fiiip  than  from  Wcft-Indiamenr 
imagines  it  highly  important  to  keep  up  and  encourage 
V-  419.  ^^  Wcft-InJia  trade.  The  abolition  of  the  flawe 
trade  would  undoubtedly  tend  to  lefTen  the  Weft-India 
trade,  and  the  number  of  ftiip?  and  Teamen.  Were  the, 
(lave  trade  abolilhed,  it  would  nnr  be  pofiible  to  pre- 
vent the  rTjnning  new  flaves  into  the  iflands.  lie 
thinks  he  left  Jamaica  in  1 784  ;'  fays  only  from  hear- 
iay,  that  die  population  cannot  be  kepi  up  without 
continuing  the  importation  of  African  flaves  j  was 
obliged  to  have  the  king's  flaves  under  hiu  dircftion 
repleniftied,  to  carry  "on  conftant  work ;  thefe  were 
moftly  men,  who  Had  wives,  but  neither  their  wives 
nor  children  belong  to  the  king.  He  has  known  a 
greater  number  of  men  come  to  the  navy  from  Gi'.i- 
neamen  than  from  other  ftiips,  becaufc  they  carry  a 
greater  mimher,  Docs  not  know  of  any  confiderable 
number  of  plantations  able  to  fupport  their  ftock  of 
Oaves,  without  purchafing  recruits. 


W.Indies, — Witncfs  exam'' — CommodoreGARDNEg, 

P;  420.  Commodore  (Allan)  Gardner  has  fervcd  in  all  the 
Weft-India  ifiands,  and  returned  from  Jamaica  Auguft 
17S9,  Cannot  point  out  any  particular  impropriety 
of  conduft  of  mafters  to  flaves,  as  in  all  countries  there 
maybe  good  snd  bad;  in  Jamaica  he  believes  the 
treatment  in  general  humi'nc  and  mild.  He  believes 
flaves  have  fugicicnt  food  for  their  work.  Little  cloth- 
ing is  neccllary  ia-  tropical  cliiiiatvs,    but   once  or 

twice 
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Cwice  ayear  he  believes  a  certain  proportion  of  cloatla    1.790, 
is  in  general  diftribmed  to  everjr  flave.     For  their  Part  IL 
lodging,  huts'  are  provided,   the  comfort  of  which  '— .^— » 
depends  on  tKemfclves.'    No  more  labour  is  required 
o^them  than  they  can  properly  bear ;  a  labouring  man 
in  .£ngland  does  twice  the  woik  of  a  negro.     Thinks  P*  421' 
tbem  not  in  a  defponding  {tate ;  as  in  cliis  country, 
there  are  fome  cojdlitutionally  of  a  melancholy  turn  j 

>  fiom  their  chearfiilnefs  out  of  work-time^  and  readi- 
ncls  to  engage  in  diverfions,  he  believes  them  perfeitly 
Jatisiied  with  thcu*  condition.  Firmly  believes  the 
"Weft-India  plantations  could  not  be  cultivated  by 
Europeans,  having  known  Jainaica  24  years  j  he  rc- 
iided  the  laft  three  as  commander  upon  a  penn  aliened 
Co  lite  admiral,  and  attended  to  the  cultivation  of 

*  ibout  80  acres.  During  the  hurricane  months  he 
employed  perfons  fkilfiil  in  farming,  from  the  fhips, 
to  plant  corn,  to  mow  and  make  hay ;  they  worked 
only  in  the  morning  early  and  in  the  cool  of  the 
evening,  and  yet,  though  allowed  extra  provifions  and 
grog,  were  unable  to  go  through  thb  bufinefs :  he 
Uierefore  fubftirutcd  negroes.  From  this  circum- 
ftancc,  and  obfcrving  that  book-keepers,  when 
attending  to  negroes,  ftand  under  umbrellas,  he  is 
iatisiied  Europeans  cannot  ftand  the  climate.  He 
thinks  it  cannot  be  doubttd,  that  fliips  in  the  French 
Weft-India  trade  are  one  of  the  principal  fources  of 
their  naval  power  ;  they  arc  confiderably  larger  than 
our  own,  and  better  manned.  The  Britilh  Weft- 
India  tiade  is  a  nurfery  for  feamen,  and  extremely 
advantageous  for  fupplying  men  in  time  of  war  j  it  is  P.  422, 
important  to  keep  up  and  encourage  it,  fo  long  as  the 
iflands  are  thought  worth  keeping.  He  confider^,  if 
the  flave  trade  were  aboliihed,  there  is  an  end  of  the 
colonies",  as  the  negroes  are  the  very  finews  of  the 
planter.  He  thinks  it  impoftible  to  keep  up  the  ftock 
of  flaves  without  importation  from  Africaj  and 
grounds  this  opinion  on  the  difpropottion  of  icniales 
to  niflleSf  prQtiutcuotu  coha^ucioo,  the  difeales  thence 
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1790.  arifing,  and  the  difeaRfs  diqr  bring  with  them  6cm' 
Fart  H.  die  coaft  of  Guinea.-  Suppofes  there  are  three  nules 
fc^v— '  to  two  females  in  Jamaica.  A  greater  proportion  of 
males  than  females  has  always  appeared  to  him.  He 
is  confident  they  are  much  better  treated  now  thaA 
when  he  firft  knew  the  iQand  {  their  burden  grows 
daily  lighter,  and  they  are  better  fed,  clothed,  and  . 
"P.  423.  attended  to.  Believes  there  are  very  few  if  any  plan- 
tations able  to  fupport  their  ftock  without  new  recruits. 
Has  not  made  this  an  objcft  of  enquiry.  Has  re- 
fidcd,  except  6  or  7  weeks,  for  3  years  on  Ihore  at 
Jamaica ;  is  of  opinion,  if  eftates  had  kept  up  di«r 
number  without  imporution,  he  Ihould  have  heard  it 
remarked.  On  the  arrival  of  a  cargo,  the  planter* 
are  all  anxious  to  purchafe,  and  many  involve  them-' 
felvcs  in  deb:  by  fo  doing.  They  can  purcliafe  negroes ' 
only  becaufe  they  confider  diem  ncceflary  to  the 
cultivation  of  their  eftattfs.  As  a  proof  that  the  fet-- 
dements  of  eftates  are  much  encreafed  fince  he  firft 
knew  Jamaica,  he  fays,  that  there  are  now  50,000 
more  negroes  there  than  there  were  then.  He  be- 
lieves he  has  heard  in  converfarion,  that  there  may  be 
eight  or  ten  eftates  in  Jamaica  that  have  kept  up  meir 
ftock  without  buying  imported  negroes. 


"W.  Indies,— Wimefs  examined — Lord  Macabtnkv. 

p  Lord  Macartney  was  upwards  of  3  years  in  the 

•4  4*  Weft-Indies,  as  governor  of  Grenada,  the  Grenadines, 
and  Tobago,  from  1776  to  1779.  Treatment  of 
negroes  there  depends  much  on  the  temper  of  the 
mafter,  whofe  behaviour  is  gready  regulated  by  his 
own  imereft,  cunnefted  with  the  well-being  of  his 
(lave.  Thinks  in  general  their  behaviour  is  mild  and 
humane  j  has  heard  of  a  very  few  bad  examples,  but 
not  known  them.  A  bad  mafter  is  always  much  dc-. 
Ipfed  by- his  fellow  plariteis.  ' 
•  Slave* 
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Slaves  in  general  fcemcd  properly  fed,  clothed*  and    1 7  90. 
lodged.     InEcreft  of  mailer  and  exertioD  of  (lave  are  Part  II. 
fo  conncScd  wldi  thefe  things,  that  great  attention  is  *—'*—■*' 
always  paid  to  ihem.     Thinks  no  more  labour  re- 
quired of  flaves  than  they  can  well  bear.     Some  parts 
of  cultivation  require  more  labour  than  others  ;  buc 
thinks  a  labouring  man  in  Englaiul  works  full  as  much 
as  a  negro. 

De^oodency  of  negroes  depends  on  the  countries  P.  425, 
'they  come  from.  They  arc  brought  from  an  extent 
of  coaft  of  40  degrees  of  latitude.  In  fome  of  the 
countries  he  has  underftood  they  were  flaves  before 
eiqwrtadonj  in  others  the  government  is  different. 
SomCi  as  the  Coromantees,  living  he  believes  under 
a  Icfs  defpodc  government,  are  high  fpirited,  and  not 
very  fubmiflive  to  their  condition.  Has  heard  there 
^is  one  nation  of  negroes  which  are  prone  to  fuicide  at 
home,  and  have  confequenUy  piven  the  examples  oT 
the  lame  dilpofition  when  brought  to  our  iflands. 

He  believes  many  flaves,  after  having  been  fome 
litde  time  in  our  iflands,  would  not  go  back  if  they 
cdMld. 

Tlunks  that  no  man,  who  has  been  a  year  in  Weft- 
ilndies,  dirough  all  the  feafons,  can  think  it  poflible 
to  cultivate  Weft-Indies  to  advantage  by  Europeans. 
Without  great  care  they  can  fcarcely  preferve  their 
health,  without  tabor. 

Never  having  had  a  plantation,  he  cannot  well  anfwer 
the  oucftion,  whether  prefeni  ftock  of  negroes,  in  the 
iflands  he  governed,  could  be  kept  up  without  irelh 
fupplics  from  Africa. 

The  p.-efent  ftate  of  refidents  there  he  does  noc  ^'  ^'^* 
know  i  when  he  was  governor,  many  perfons  of  large 
eftates  were  refidcnt,  and  many  abfcEit ;  bur  having 
loft  his  papers,  when  the  iflands  were  taken,  he  cannot 
at  once  afceruin  the  proportion. 

Recolltfts  having  heard  a  gentleman  in  Grenada 
had  calculated  the  comparative  cxpcnce  of  breeding, 
and  that  of  buying  imported  Ahicans;  ami  that  hf 

was 
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P-  450.      Sir  John  DaJJina  h 
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Havannahtill,78,  *"^'«> 
tcrstoflaves  tI  ^"^'^' 
Treatment  of  Havt  T-'^'  ^ 


W.  IndiSj.  Macartney.  i^a 

To  the  beft  of  his  recolledion,  the  whites  on  the    i  jgo, 
ifland  were  1,400,  and  the  negroes  33)Ooo.  Part  11. 

Not  having  had  either  a  plantation  or  any  confide-  (—V^ 
rablc  number  of  negroes,  cannot  tell  whether  they 
look  forward  in  general  to  a  ftate  of  freedom  with 
anxiety.  Thofe  of  his  own  family  were  fo' happy, 
that  he  believes  they  never  had,  at  leaft,  they  never 
fignitied  a  wi(h  to  him  to  be  free ;  he  made  them 
free  on  his  arrival  in  England,  and  they  returned  ia 
free  ro  Grenada.  Conceives  many  field  negroes  delire  p,  A29i 
to  be  free,  but  knows  not  what  would  become  of 
them  if  they  were  :  he  imagines  they  would  wilh  to 
return  to  their  former  ftate.  In  fome  cafes  freedom 
is  held  out  to  them  in  the  claufes  of  fome  of  the  afts,' 
as  a  reward  or  a  temptation.  '  But  no  negro  can  be 
made  free  in  Grenada  without  great  espence, — lie 
believes  lool.  currency  to  his  matter.  Does  not 
know  whether  the  proteftion  of  their  matters  is  the 
beft  fecurity  that  negroes  enjoy  againft  ill  treatment 
from  other  perfons  :  it  is  one  undoubtedly;  it  may  be 
the  beft. 

Being  alked  whether  he  does  not  imagine,  that  as 
negro  evidence  is  not  in  any  cafe  taken,  numberl&fs 
opportunities  of  gratifying  a  difpofition  to  ill-treat 
negroes  mav  occur  to  a  white  man,  without  any  fear 
of  legal  piinifhmen:,  anfwei-s,  that  though  he  faidbe 
does  not  remember  negro  evidence  ever  admitted  at 

■  Grenada,  he  does  not  know  that-  cafes  may  noC 
occur,  in  which  it  may ;  he  heard  that  on  Mr.  Franklin's 

■  trial  in  Tobago,  attempts  were  made  to  introdutei 
it,  but  it  was  not  received.  Cannot  (ay  what  ope- 
rated  on   the  minds  of  thofe  Bririlh    fubjefts  whd  p.  420, 

■  purchafcd  lands,  and  extended  lirge  capitals  in  Gre- 
nada (whether  they  were  led  to  it  by  a  depcndance 
on  the  faich  of  parliament,  for  their  proteclion  arid 
cultivation,  or  not.)  Suppofes  they  expcfted  their 
profit  from  the  fame  mode  of  cultivation  as  had  been 
pradifcd  before.  Has  underftood  they  have  borrowed 
large  fums  of  money  from  Foreignersj  and  believes 

Y  they 
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I79q.  they  did  fo  under  the  faich  of  parliament ;  he  fuppoies 
Part  II.  that  if  from  the  want  of  cultivation,  the  cltaces  became 
Wyw  of  no  value,  Ibme  other  provifion  would  be  made  bjr 
the  Ic^flature  to  indemnify  the  creditors.  WiDics  to 
avoid  giving  any  opinion  as  to  whether  the  abolition 
of  the  Have  trade  mull  neccflarily  make  thofe  eftatcs 
of  no  value. 

He  has  heard  inftances  of  worfe  treatment  of  negroes 
in  Grenada  under  the  French  government  than  after 
itcame  under  the  Englilh  government,  but  docs  know 
the  &As  himfelf. 

Not  having  any  eftate  of  his  own,  and  living  chieSy 
in  town,  he  cannot  from  his  own  obfcrvati'm  fay,  that 
when  the  proprietor  of  flaves  becomes  diftreft  in  his 
circumftances,  the  (laves  fulfer  for  fuch  embaraHrQi^ 
by  a  diminution  of  their  fubfiftence,  or  increafc  of 
their  labour ;  he  thinks  it  poffibic,  and  believes  they 
may  have  fufFered  juft  as  fervants  do  here  by  tw 
dilucls  of  their  mafters. 


W.Indies. — Wiuiefs  examined. — SirJoHNDALLiNO. 

P.  430,  Sir  John  Dalling  Bart.  rcHded  as  foldier  and  gover- 
nor in  Jamaica,  off  and  on  from  the  taking  of  the 
Havannah  till  17S1.  Great  attendon  is  paid  by  maf- 
ters to  flaves.  Ihe  worft  m&Iter  is  the  freed  negro. 
Treatment  of  flaves  is  in  general  mild  and  humane, 
particularly  of  the  field  negroes.  They  are  well  fed, 
and  though  fomedmcs  unfavourable  feafuns  make  a 
Icarcity,  the  planters,  from  humanity,  as  well  as 
tnterelt,  feek  provifn>ns  for  them  at  any  expence. 
Their  clothing  and  lodging  are  well  adapted  to  the 
climate.  The  general  work  nf  negroes  is  not  to  be 
.  called  labour,  acconiing  to  the  acceptation  of  the 
word  here ;  a  well  rcgiilared  plantation  is  not  an  un- 
pleafant  objeft  to  the  eye  and  mind.  Great  attention 
■  is-paid  them  in  fickneis ;  and  in  old  age  dicy  are  poiC 
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to  (Ughc  work.    A  defponding  negro  is  generaltf  a    >79t>k 
being  that  from  refraftorinefs  or  aifinclinarion  docs  Part  III 
not  chufe  to  work.     Among  fuch  numbers  there  muft  ^^m^m^ 
be  many  of  ungovernable  temper  as  among  us;  in  P*  43'* 
the  military  line  the  difgiifting  puniftiments  are  gene- 
rally divided  among  20  or  30  in  a  regiment  from 
500  to  700  men.     A  well  minded  negro  looks  for* 
ward  to  fomething  better  than  his  prefent  ftatc.  That 
they  are  in  general  fatisfied,  may  appear  from  theil- 
not  having  been  incited  to  defolation  and  murder  ku^ 
before  this  period  by  the  public  conduft  of  this  country, 
which  has  doubdefs  been  exaggerated  to  them  throi^ 
various  channels. 

In  the  mountains  of  Jamaica  an  European  mig^t^ 
t^  his  labour,  poflibly  produce  enough  for  his  con^ 
fumption,  but  no  where  in  the  idand  any  of  the  ftaple 
commodities.  Great-Britain  could  not  bear  die  con* 
fumpdon  of  men  to  cultivate  the  plantadons;  the 
young  people  fent  out  for  book-keepers  can  fcarcc  be 
kept  alive,  though  without  work.  Umbrellas  were 
necellary  for  them  when  ftanding  out,  and  would  be 
more  fo  if  working ;  and  a  negro  or  white  perfon 
mull  be  obliged  to  hold  it  over  them. 

He  is  furc  thfe  prefent  ftock  of  negroes  cannot  be 
kept  up  without  an  annual  importation  from  Africa. 
The  abolirion  of  the  fiave-trade  would  by  degrees 
prove  the  ruin  of  every  proprietor,  and  produce  beg- 
gary to  his  dcfcendanB,  and  by  degrees  alfo,  he  fean 
bankruptcy  to  thb  country. 

Cannot  fpcak  pofitively  to  the  annual  decreafe  of  i  P.  4|t. 
given  ftock  of  negroes  not  recruited  by  purchafc,  but 
it  ufually  depends  on  fituarion.--  Imported  n^roes 
bring  many  diforders  with  them  i  excluGve  of  fucl^ 
in  happy  fituations,  the  confumption  is  trifling,  but  in 
unwholefome  ones,  which  are  many,  it  is  great. 
Some  of  the  diforders  of  imported  negroes,  fuch  as 
yaws  and  flux,  are  infeftious.  He  infers  the  impoffi- 
bffity  of  keepii^  pp  the  ftock  by  breedii^  under 
froper  regulanoos  and  expedients,  fiam  their  cm^ 
Y  2  irr^cularicies 
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1790.  irregularities.  He  believes  when  in  health,  the  negroe* 
^ar(  II»  arc  capable  of  doing  all  kinds  of  work  they  are 
V"**— '  called  to. 

If  a  man  iifes  his  flavc  ill  to  a  degrcCj  he  h 
amenable  to  the  magidrate ;  if  he  deftroys  him  wan- 
tonly, he  is  tried  for  his  life.  He  does  not  recoUcft 
■ny  inftances  of  convitSion  and  punifhment  of  white 
jnco  for  ill  ufing  their  own,  or  other  men's  Caves. 
Chief  proteftion  of  negrtjes  from  ill  ufage  by  othcF 
perfons,  confifts  in  fome  degree  in  the  intereft  thw 
maftcrs  have  in  protefting  them,  but  he  hopes  from 
humanity  alfo. 
Vr  433*  Underftands  the  Spaniards  treat  their  flaves  better 
diari  we  i  we  better  than  the  French ;  and  the  French 
better  than  the  Dutch. 

Free  negroes  in  Jamaica  follow  different  trades,  as 
carpenters,  mafons,  &c.  but  wanting  regulation  arc 
debauched,  and  a  great  nuifance ;  they  raife  and  bring 
ilock  to  market  for  faJe. 

There  are,  he  believes,  many  more  males  than 
females,  but  of  late  he  underftands  the  planters  would 
prefer  a  greater  proportion  of  females.  He  never 
heard  much  about  the  comparative  cheapnefs  of  breed- 
ing negroes,  and  working  them  out  and  recruiting  by 
buying  imported  flaves:  he  holds  the  importation 
from  Africa  neceflary,  both  for  keeping  up  the  prcfent 
cultivation  and  extending  it.  A  planter  in  eafy  cir^ 
cumftanccs  he  is  pcrfuaded  would  buy  more  negroes 
from  humanity,  to  eafe  the  work  uf  thofe  he  already 
.»    had. 

Fpr  extending  the  cultivation  of  the  ifland,  and 
opening  new  grounds,  a  greater  number  of  negroes 
would  be  requifite.  He  is  purfuaded  the  lofs  in 
cleaning  new  grounds,  would  be  great  in  proportion 
to  that  in  working  of  old  fettled  plantations. 
p.  434*  Comparing  the  fituation  of  6eld  and  domeftic 
negroes,  he  repeats,  the  field  negroes  looks  forward  to 
fomething  better,  that  is,  to  the  cultivation  of  his  own. 
^uods  and  ftock,  which  not  only  produce  tb^ 
.^  neceflaric^ 
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necelTaries  of  life,  but,  with  the  overplus,  give  him  what  1 790.' 
he  underftands  to  be  tKe  luxuries  of  it,  yet  in  his  opi-  PAtt  II. 
nion  the  lazy  houfe  flavc-would  not  change  fituations  '■— v-i 
with  him. 

The  number  of  dooieftic  flaves  may  be  trifling  at 
firft,.buc  as  their  progeny  are  never  turned  into  the 
field,  they  augment  greatly  in  a  fe,w  years. 

Many  BHtilh  families  carry  over  white  domeftics, 

,  but  the  mafters  and  fervants  foon  tire  of  each  other. 
More  of  them  return  to  this  country  in  proportion, 
than  of  th'jfe  whofc  duty  requires  them  to  be  ezpofed 
to  the  viciflitudes  of  the  climates. 

He  does  not  know  whether  the  Spaniards  u& 
negroes  for  working  their  mines  ^  he  has  heard,  but 
does  not  know  it,  that  Englilh  feamen  taken  on  the 

,  coaft  of  Spanifli  America,  have  been  condemned  to 
that  employ.  Has  heard  regulations  exifl;  in  the 
Havannah,  empowering  domeftic  flaves  to  work  out 
their  own  freedom,  but  does  not  know  whether  they 
exift  among  the  plantation  flives.  He  has  heard  that 
the  planters  in  Jamaica  are  frequently  induced  by  the 
purchafe  of  new  negroes,  to  an  unprofitable  extcnfion  of 
their  cultivation,  but  while  the  benefit  remains  to  the 

*  lucceffor. 

W.  Indies. — Witnefs  examined, — Sir  R.  Payne. 

Sir  R.  Payne,  very  early  in  life  vifited  Weft-Indies  °-  ^35' 
twice,  to  fee  his  friends,  and  the  property  he  was  after-  • 
wards  to  poffcfs.  In  the  latter  end  of  1 77 j  (which  was 
a  few  years  afterwards)  he  returned  thither  as  Governor 
General  of  the  Leeward  Iflands,  continued  there 
almoll  4  years,  viz.  until  June  1775,  and  occafionally 
vifited  the  principal  iflands  under  his  governments. 

The  management  of  flaves  in  the  iflands  he  go- 
verned, fcemcd  wife  and  humane.  They  moft  un- 
qurflionably  appeared^  in  general  properly  fed,  cloathed  P.  436. 
and  lodged.  More  labour  never  feemed  required  of 
than  cban  tbey  could  properly  bear.  He  trufb  he 
1         -  »naT 
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1 790*  tiwf  ivcr  wtthoat  bang  cootradifted,  thfre  is  nv 
Fart  JI.  fUve,  (at  leaft  he  never  iaw  any  one)  iriiofe  labov 
^■^^*^  is  by  any  means  companbte  to  that  of  a  day-lj^xmnr 
in  England.  This  opinion  may  be  Cupported  bf 
flaves  having  better  hralth  and  fpirits  in  crop-tiitie, 
dun  any  odier,  and  being  bdl  plcafcd  with  the 
labour  attending  it^  tho*  the  kverea  they  have. 

General  appearance  of  negroes  does  not  indicace 
defpondeocy,  nor  does  he  bdieve  they  are  men 
difladificd  with  dteir  ftatc,  than  the  bulk  of  mankiild 
in  their  rcTpeAive  ftations.  It  is  very  common  fofr 
them  to  pofoim  their  labour  finging,  and  with  ap- 
pearance of  gaiety-  Their  neceOities  are  fuppltedi 
and  their  fituation  has  every  af^xarance  bf  comfoi^ 
but  It  will  be  more  or  le&  fi>  in  proportion  to  thefe 
induftry,  by  which  they  may  become  comparatirdf 
afBuenc,  as  is  proved  by  nuinber^  being  able  to  pur-< 
chafe  their  fmdom.  He  manumitted  a  flave,  who 
hi  flaves,  houlet,  and  boats,  was  worth  betwedi 
j^foo  <a  600,  and  he  is  fure  this  fum  was  of  the  man'l 
own  acquiring  He  had  btcn  latterly  a  diHiller  on  die 
St.  Kitt's  eftate,  fecmed  between  60  and  63  year*  old* 
and  was  not  bom  in  the  Wed  Indies.  This  man 
ihews  the  comfort  to  which  a  foreign  negro,  unafTtfted  * 
by  the  family,  and  other  advantages  attending  natives, 
may  arrive. 
P^  j,»  He  conceives  it  vlfionary  to  employ  Europeans  to 
'  cultivate  plantations,  and  To  i  ti  practicable,  as  that 
there  cannot  be  two  opinions  ^rri^^ng  thofe  acquainted 
with  the  fub)e&. 

Has  «  Weft-India  eftates  t  0:2  at  St.  Kitt's,  the 
ether,  named  Carlifle's,  arAnti^-aa.  Having  paficd 
z^  years  on  the  Continent,  he  cannot  fpecity  with 
accuracy  the  numbers  now  on  the  i  eftates-  On  the 
htter  he  had  470  when  he  went  abroad,  and  gueOes 
die  number  niuft  now  be  nearly  5001  they  are  aH 
Creoles.  Oa  die  former,  he  thinks  he  may  have 
thorn  140  or  150,  partly  Creoles,  ^rtty  Af.  leans. 
In  1771,  wlteabecuneptfaisefttK,  btSmadtmk 
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about  1 70^  opd  it  was  dioug^  very  liberally  handedt  1 790.    . 
fe  much  that  tafk-worlt  had  heen  occafionaHy  per-  Put  II. 
loTTifd  by  die  former  owner.    But  wilhing  that  the  ^■■''**~^ 
Qaycs  Tnight  play  with  the  work,  as  on  the  Antigua  "•  43^* 
cftate.  Sir  R.  P.  by  a  purchafe  compleated  the  num- 
ber to  200.    On  the  Antigua  eftate,  not  a  Tingle  flave 
has  been  added  to  the  ftock  by  purchafe,  but  the 
number  has  greatly  increafed  by  births,  and  thef« 

,  are  (b  many  fupernumerary  hands  on  it,  that  liad  he 
not  been  unwilling  to  feparate  famtties  and  friends,  he 
ibouid.  have  fupplied  his  St.  Kitt's  eftate  from  it. 

When  Governor  of  the  Leeward  Iflands,  he  ibund 
die  management  gf  his  eflatea  inccMnpatible  wilb  hU 
pujblk  duties.  He  therefore  refided  on  neither  of 
^b^t   left  them  in  the  hands  of  his  actornics,  as 

^  before,  giving  no  orders  as  to  their  management^ 
tho'  occalionally  ridli^  over  them,  and  fometimes  p,  ^,99. 
peHups  fiiggefting  his  ideas  to  his  attornics.  In  doing 
^  Hr^tsTt  he  omitted  nothing  which  would  alCmilate 
t)^  ipode  of  proceeding  on  the  St.  Kitt's,  to  that  on 
At  Antigua  eftate. 

Thinks  he  can  confidently  aflert,  equal  care 
vas  taken    of  the  flavea  on  Ms  two  cftates.    His 

'  actornies  at  St.  Kiti's,  were  men  of  indtfputable 
knowledge  and  humanity.  Dr.  Thomas  was  in  this 
capacity  when  Sir  R.  P.  was  governor,  and  continued 
in  it  to  his  death,  about  4  or  5  years  jince.  He  had 
(he  medical  care  of  the  Qav^s,  nut  only  under  Sir 
Iji.  P.  but  under  his  unc.e.  Lie  had  been  regularly 
bred  to  furgery,  under  Mr.  Warnvr  of  London,  who 
exp/eflcd  the  grcatcft  refpetl  for  h.is  perfonal  and 
pofefTional  merit,  and  Sir  R.  P.  is  fatisfied,  that  the 
1<^  of  Haves  at  St.  Kitt's,  was  not  occafioncd  by 
want  of  Ikill  and  attention  on  his  pare. 

He  cannot  account  for  the  cncrcafe  on  the  Antigua 

I  eftate,  and  decreafc  on  ihii  of  St.  Kitt's,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  purchafcs  for  the  latter,  and  its  being  fo 

I    circvniftanced  as  to  make  it  probable  the  Qaves  would 

■   CDCica^  acl*r»ft*  as  f4t  as  on  the  former.    Tho*  the 

\  fituadoa 
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fc79o-  cine  land  has  been  Uffened  from  the  diminution  of 
vt  n.  ncgroesi  and  if  that  diminution  coniinua,  and  the 
f"^  means  of  fupplying  it  are  taken  away,  the  ineviuble 
8*5*'  )  confequencc  muft  bv.  a  ftill  farther  reduction  jo  the 

3uantity  of  cane-land,  and  perhips  evenrually  tha 
irowing  of  the  whole  of  it  out  of  cultivation. 
■  444*      The  ftace  of  the  provition  grounds  on  his  j  elites 
wa?,  he  believes,  very  diffL-rent,  owln:^  to  the  different 
natures  of  the  eftates  themC-lves-,   but  fpcjks  with 
[445-)  great  diffidence  as  to  all  planrarinn  matters.     At  St. 
Kitt's,  thefe  grounds  are  in  the  higheft  part  of  the 
cftatc,  where  the  cane  is  not  cultivatL-H,  but  not  much 
above  a  mile  from  the  fea,  and  aKo  in  the  2  girts 
t^  iii.  before  mentioned.    The  negro  huts  are,  he  imagines, 
rather  nearer  the  fea  than  the  mountain,  in  a  fpot, 
which,  like  the  wholeeft.ite,  is  without  exception  one 
of  the  heaitfiieft  in  the  illand.     llie  provilion  grountj 
is  fub-divided,  and  the  negroes  have  their  fcparate 
properties  in  it.     Befides  this,  negro- pro vi (ions  are 
raifed  for  general  iifc  on  other  parts  of  the  eftate, 
which  at  one  time  of  the  year  bear  canes,  at  others 
yams,  potatoes  and  eddoes. 
p   A..       He  Hoes  not  recollecl  the  quantity  of  corn  and  rice 
allowed  his  own  negroes  j  but  is  certain  it  was  as 
great  at  St.  Kitt's,  as  at  Anti<^u3. 

Cannot  tell  the  numbers  of  males  and  females  oi 
his  eftatesi  nor  whether  the  lofs  on  the  St.  Kitt's 
eftate,  fincc  he  augmented  the  flaves  to  2oo  or  there- 
abouts, before  he  left  the  iflands,  has  taken  place 
among  grown  flaves  or  infants,  but  believes  it  has 
been  gradual  and  regular.  He  fays  he  has  not  the 
leaft  knowledge  of  the  tecinus  on  his  eftates. 

The  manager  who  was  on  the  St.  Kitt'^  eftate  in 
1771,  had  been  appointed  when  Sir  R.  P.  was  abroad, 
and  returned  to  England  a  few  years  after  Sir  R.  P's 
return  thither.  A  fecond  was  appointed,  who  died  on 
the  eftate,  and  now  there  is  a  third- 
*•  446'  He  cannot  fay,  whether  on  his  eftates,  lying-in 
women  wetc  delivered  in  their  own  huts,  or  in  ro^ms 

for 
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When  viSting  the  iflands'as  governor,  no  aft  of  1790. 
cruelty  from  mafters  to  Haves  catne  tu  his  knowledge  Part  H. 
or  hearing.     The  inlcreft  of  the  mailer  is  generally  ■— v-^ 
thought  to  be,  and  certainly  is,'»  fccurity  for  the  good 
ufage  of  the  Have. 

Fiom  his  knowledge  of  the  judges  and  magiftrates, 
he  is  confident  Haves  and.  white  peifons  would  meet 
vftth  equal  redrefs  for  any  cruelty  fullaincd  by  dicm. 
This  he  fears  is  much  more  doubted  In  England,  than 
in  the  colonies.  He  never  heard  a  doubt  cxpreffed  by 
any  reafonable  man,  but  that  a  mailer  would  be 
equally  tried  for  his  life  for  the  murder  of  a  flave,  as 
for  that  of  a  white  man. 

The  nine  parifties  of  St.  Kitt's,  are  ferved  by  five  p,  ^jj, 
clergymen,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  proper  mlnif-  ^^ 
ters  making  it  ufual  to  give  2  livings  to  a  clergyman^ 
both  there,  and  in  all  the  Leeward  Iflands.  A 
parfonage  houfe,  glebe,  furplicc  fees,  and  16,000 
pounds  weight  of  lugar  (or  the  current  value  of  the 
latter,  at  the  option  of  the  clergyman)  belong  to  each 
living.  The  income  from  2  country  livings  is  not» 
he  believes,  over-rated  at  betvcea  j(^S  or  600  fterling 
p  r  annum. 

When  he  fpoke  of  the  lightnefs  of  a  (lave's  labour, 
compared  with  that  of  an  Englilh  labourer,  he  alluded 
to  the  former  moftly  out  of  crop-time,  but  he 
mentioned  circumllances  to  Hicw  that  even  in  crop- 
tinfw,  it  does  not  render  the  Have  an  obieft  of  com- 
miteraiion.  Tho'  cautious  of  delivering  an  opinion 
on  die  interior  ceconomy  of  an  cftate,  he  can  fay 
Without  hefitadon  from  cafual  obfervations,  he  thinks 
the  field  cmployinenis  are  not  beyond  die  ftreiigth  <^ 
women.  Is  convinced  negroes  only  can  cultivate  P.  443> 
Weft-Indies,  and  that  they  aie  as  capable  of  labour 
there,  as  thofe  of  other  countries  are  in  climates 
congenial  to  them. 

He  cannot  fay,  what  are  the  quantities  of  land  in 
cultivation  on  his  2  ellatcs.     Should  imagine  from  , 
150  to  170  acres  at  St.  Kitt's,  where  be  Itoows  the 
Z  cane- 
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1790.  cane-land  has  been  Icflened  fronn  the  diminution  of 
Fart  11.  negroes;  and  if  that  diminution  continues,  and  the 
^T^**^  means  of  fupplying  it  arc  taken  away,  the  ineviuble 

(45*^  J  confequence  muft  be  a  ftill  farther  reduction  in  tho 

3uanticy  of  cane-land,  and  perhaps  eventually  the 
irowing  of  the  whole  of  it  out  of  cultivation. 

•  •  444*  The  ftate  of  the  provifion  grounds  on  his  %  eftates 
was,  he  believes,  very  different,  owing  to  the  different 
natures  of  the  eftates  themflves  i  but  fpciks  with 
{445.)  great  difBdence  as  to  all  plancarion  matters.  At  St. 
Kitt's,  thefe  grounds  are  in  the  higliefl  part  of  the 
eftate,  where  the  cane  is  not  cultivated,  but  not  much 
above  a  mite  from  the  fea,  and  alfu  in  the  2  guu 

p,  jAA,  before -mcntionod.  The  negro  huts  are,  he  im^ines, 
rather  nearer  the  fea  than  the  mountain,  in  a  fpot, 
which,  like  the  whole  eftate,  is  without  exception  ono 
of  the  healthieft  in  the  ifland.  The  provifion  grount] 
is  fub-divided,  and  the  negroes  have  their- feparate 
properties  in  it.  Befides  this,  negro- pro vifions  aic 
raifed  for  general  ufe  on  other  parts  of  the  eftate, 
which  at  one  time  of  the  year  bear  canes,  at  others 
yams,  potatoes  and  eddoes. 

P«  445.  ^^  ''°"  "°^  recollect  the  quantity  of  corn  and  rice 
allowed  his  own  negroes;  but  is  certain  it  was  as 
great  at  St.  Kitt's,  as  at  AntijTua. 

Cannot  tell  the  numbers  of  males  and  females  on 
his  eftates ;  nor  whether  the  lofs  on  the  St,  Kitt's 
eftate,  fmcc  he  augmented  the  flaves  to  200  or  there- 
abouts, before  he  left  the  iflands,  has  taken  place 
among  grown  Haves  or  infants,  but  believes  it  has 
been  gradual  and  regular.  He  fays  he  has  not  the 
leaft  knowledge  of  the  tetanus  on  his  eftates. 

The  manager  who  was  on  the  St.  Kitt's  eftate  in 
1771,  had  been  appointed  when  Sir  R.  P.  was  abroad, 
and  returned  to  England  a  few  years  after  Sir  R.  P's 
return  thither.  A  fccond  was  apjKiinted,  who  died  on 
the  eftate,  and  now  there  is  a  third. 

P«  446*  He  cannot  fay,  whether  on  his  eftates,  lying-in 
wtmiea  were  delivered  in  their  own  huts,  or  in  ro9ms 

for 
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fi>r  the  purpole.    There  arc  hofpitals  on  both  of  them,    •79''' 
as  welt  as,  he  believes,  on  every  other  cftate  in  the  P^^t  H* 

Hlands,  which  he  believes  are  attended  with  all  pofBble  ^"""-^ 
care.  A  phyfician  coniiantly  attended  on  his,  and  he 
believes  on  all  others,  twice  or  thrice  a  week,  who, 
befides  his  regular  ftipend,  was,  he  believes,  paid 
extraordinarily  for  cafes  of  midwifry,  inocculations,and 
on  all  extraordinary  occafions. 

The  field  negroes  have  certainly  more  or  lefs  pro- 
perty of  their  own. 

As  to  their  indudry,  that  is  matter  of  opinion, 
but  thofc  who  are  induftrious  are  fure  to  be  comfort- 
able. 

He  apprehends  the  expence  of  maintaining  negroet 
has  confiderably  encreafed  fince  ihutting  up  die  Ame- 
rican ports  from  the  colonies. 

Is  unable  to  fay  what  alterations  have  taken  place 
in  the  treatment  of  flaves  fince  he  left  the  Weft- 
Indies. 

In  each  ifland  there  are  a  chief  juftice,  and,  he  P.  447.' 
believes,  4 puifne  judges;  and  aifo  magiftratcs chofcn 
by  the  commander  in  chief,  and  vefted  with  the  powers 
of  jufticesof  peace,  which  latter  he  always  appointed  (44.8.} 
when  governor,  out  of  the  moft  rcfpedtable  planters 
and  merchunts.  Sometimes  an  ifland  has  been  lb  P,  447> 
fortunate  as  to  have  a  profelTional  man  at  the  head  of 
its  law,  but  in  general  this  is  not  the  cafe,  owing  to 
the  finall  emoluments  of  tlie  office,  which  arife  en- 
tirely from  certain  fees  eftabliflied  by  the  law  of  the 
ifiand.  He  has  however  heitrd  that  fince  he  quitted 
his  government,  Mr.  Robinlon  has  been  appointed 
judge  of  the  Virgin  iflands,  (which  form  a  part  <jf 
the  government  of  the  Leeward  Iflands)  with  a  faliry 
of  £  2CO  per  ann.  fterling.  When  no  proper  pcrfon 
of  the  law  will  accept  the  office  o(  judge,  the  mcfA 
fcrupulous  care  is  taken  to  f<:le£b  a  planter  of  the 
feireft  character  for  it. 

The  prefent  chief  juft:ice  of  Antigua,   prafticed  p     . .  . 
many  years  at  the  bar  there  with  great  reputation.  *  ^  '* 

Z  *  At 


,  1790<       At  a  ditUnce  of  15  years,  fome  allowance  mull 

Pin  II.  be  made  for  an  inaccuracy  of  rccolleftion,  but  he 

w-v^j  does  not  remember  any  white  being  puntHied  for  ill- 

P.  4+8.  treating  a  black,  nor  does  he'  remember  ever  hearii^ 

of  any  enorm  ty  of  this  fort  that  dcferved  punilhinent. 

(449O        He  cannot  fay  whether  the  number  of  (laves  cm^ 

ployed    in    working    the   Antigua    plantation,    was 

greater,  compared  with  the  quantity  of  cane-land^  or 

*•  ■448'  pf  produce,  than  at  St.  Kitt'sj  but  the  whole  number 

of  flaves  at  the  former,  was  infinitely  greater  than  U 

the  latter  eftate,  even  when  the  nu.nber  at  this  was 

^  200  (  for  at  Antigua  there  was  a  ta(k-gang,  at  St 

(449-     Kitt's  he  never  meant  to  eftabTifh  one.     No  particuUr 

gang  was  appropriated  to  taik  work  at  Antigua,  buc 

Jill  were  by  turns  employed  in  it  as  occafion  ofiered, 

and  on  cejtaiii  exigencies  the  whole  gang  is  empk^ed 

on  the  eftate. 


Withefs  examined — Sir  Archibald  Campbell, 

P.  450.  Sir  Archibald  Campbell  refided  3  years  in  the  war 
before  lart  in  the  French  iflands  of  .artinique,  Gauda- 
loupe  and  Dominique,  after  the  conqueft  of  thole 
iflands,  in  a  military  capacity.  He  refided  alfo  in 
Jamaica  5  years  during  the  laLt  war,  2  of  thefe  he 
was  governor. 

The  conduct  of  mailers  towards  their  flaves  feemed 
mild,  and  tnarkcd  with  great  kindnefs.  Slaves 
.appeared  properly  fed,clothed  and  lodged.  He  had  no 
opportunity  of  afcertaining,  whether  more  labour  was 
required  of  them  than  they  could  properly  perfiirm, 
-but  underllands  it  to  be  the  matters  intereft  not  to 
give  them  more  than  they  can  bear. 

P.  4.CI.  They  appeared  comfortable  and  fatisBed  with  their 
.ftatej  heard  no  complaints  to  the  contrary:  canoot 
compare  their  condition  with  ihat  of  the  labouring 
poor  of  England,  not  being  able  to  judge  of  the 
labour  liere. 

Does 
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Does  not  toneovekpoffible  that  Europeans  could    >7go. 
cukiTate  Waft  Indies  to  advantage.  Part  IC 

Should  imagine  a  ftop  to  the  fupply  of  African  w-^— ^ 
negroes,  would  prove  an  kninediate  ftop  to  all  im- 
provement,   and  occafioo  a  general  decreafc  in  all 
fugar  eftatea. 

I'he  Spanilh  treatment  of  their  flaves  he  thinks  P*  45^ 
like  ours,  very  humane.  Does  not  remember  any 
white  man's  being  brought  to  legal  punifhmmt  in 
Jamaica,  for  ill-ufagc  of  his  own  or  any  other's  (lave 
or  free  negroes;  his  time  was  occupied  in  defence  of 
the  ifland,  being  fliut  up  in  the  gafrifon.  Nor  docs 
he  know  any  inflance  of  the  lore  in  the  French  idands. 

Remembers  many  tnftances  when  in  Jamaici,  of 
runaway  flaves  brought  in  by  Maroon  negroes, 
according  to  their  treaty  with  governor  Trclawny. 
'  Undcrftands  the  caufe  or  their  flight  to  have  been  in 
fome  the  fear  of  returning  home,  after  having  (laid 
out  too  long  with  women  they  were  attached  to ;  in 
others  a  di^firion  to  idlenels,  and  hopes  of  living 
undifcovered  with  the  Maroons ;  he  cannot  fpeci^ 
any  other  caufes.  When  brought  back  they  were 
always  returned  to  their  mailers,  if  known,  or  elfe  to 
'head  quarters. 

Advertifeme^ts  for  runaways  often  defcribe  the  p,  acj, 
negroes  by  marks  of  brands,  but  thelche  underilood 
to  be  marks  of  their  own  country,  and  his  realbn  1  jr 
tliinking  fo  is,  that  all  new  negroes  imported  while  he 
was  in  Jamaica  had  their  particular  country  marks; 
thcfe  he  does  not  mean  to  fiy  were  received  in  the 
interior  country,  from  which  they  originally  came, 
but  made  in  Africa  previous  to  their  exportation 
thence  :  he  never  faw  them  appear  frefti ;  undcrftood 
allfuchma,ks  to  have  been  made  inAfrlca  before  thejT 
came  to  the  iflind,  but  where  he  never  heard.  He 
underilood  tlut  the  tribes  in  Africa  diftinguilh  them- 
fclves  by  tattooing,  or  imprclling  marks  on  their  faces 
tnd  bodies. 

Whw 
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t^go.  When  the  Maroon  negroes  made  their  treaty  inch 
Fart  II.  Governor  Trclawny  in  1739,  he  has  heard  they 
*i»v^  amounted  to  about  3000  men,  fit  for  arms.  During 
his  government,  he  endeavoured  to  get  all  the  fighdng 
men  in  their  towns,  to  turn  out  when  Jamaica  was 
threatened  by  the  French  and  Spaniards,  and  was  fur- 
prized  to  6nd  they  did  not  amount  to  300. 

I^e  never  knew  the  Maroons  hire  themfelvcs  to  field 
labour. 

There  are  great  numbers  of  free  negroes  in  the 
towns,  and  difierent  pariOies  in  the  ifland ;  in  general 
they  aie  idle,  and  difDpated.  Does  not  know,  but. 
thinks  they  had  matrimonial  conneftions  with  negro 
women  on  the  plantations  :  He  thinks  it  very  probable 
that  thefe  connexions  were  formed,  in  order  to  derive 
fubliftence  from  the  wives,  and  fo  live  in  idlenefs 
chemfcives. 

He  afcribes  the  decrcafe  of  the  Maroon  negroes 
chiefly  to  a  free  accefs  to  fpirits.  They  have  women 
among  them,  and  have  wives ;  another  caule  of  their 
decrcafe,  he  has  heard,  is  their  cohabitation  with  the 
women  of  the  neighbouring  plantations.  He  tinder- 
ftands  they  are  daily  decreafing  j  cannot  fay  in  what 
proportion.  The  decreafc  from  3000  men  in  1739,  to 
30c  in  1782,  extends  only  to  fighting  men. 


Wimels  examined J.  O  r  d  s,  Efqj 

^'  455-  John  Orde,  Efqj  had  been  at  Jamaica  3  years  as 
midihipman  and  lieutenant ;  a  few  months  at  the 
Leeward  iflands  as  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  and  near 
■6  years  at  Dominique  as  governor  j  it  is  7  months 
fince  his  return  to  England,  In  ifiands  where  he 
has  been,  has  obferved  the  treatment  of  flaves  in 
general  humane  and  good.  Severe  matters  occur  in 
all  parts  of  the  world  -,  one  or  two  he  has  known  at 
Dominique.  A  koowledge  of  thefe,  occafioned  the 
iegiflaturc 
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ie^flature  to  pals  a  Uw  to  ^e  Either  proteAion  to   1790. 
negroes,  and  promote  tdi^n  and  morality  among  PartlL' 
thenii  it  obliges  mailers,  under  heavy  penaltie5>  to  >— v— ' 
gjre  them  a  certain  quantity  of  food,  clothing,  and  P-  45^« 
medical  aid;  liimts  powers  of  punifhingi  fecures  them 
a  trial  by  jury  in  au  capital  cafes ;  makes  it  felony  in 
white  men  to  kill  them  ;  enjoins  mafters  to  chriften 
their  children  within  a  certain  time,  and  to  have  divine 
fcrvice  performed  by  a  white  pcrfon,  on  the  eftate, 
once  a  week.     This  law,  but  lately  pall,  he  believes  is 
'  attended  to  :    The  negroes  are,  as  in  general  before 
the  law,  well  taken  care  of.     He  conBnes  his  anfweni 
here  to  Dominique  j   ferving  in  the  nav/,  when  at 
Jamaica,  though  he  was  there  3  years,  had  but  Btde 
opportunity  to  remark,  fo  particularly,  the  treatment 
of  mafters  towards  their  Haves. 

More  labour  was  not  feemingty  required  of  negroes 
than  they  could  properly  bear;  10  hours  in  the  24 
was  all  the  time  required;  they  do  not  turn  the 
negroes,at  Dominique,  into  the  field  till  after  fun-rife, 
4  an  hour  is  pven  them  for  breakfaft,  which  they  eat 
in  thCjfield,  and  from  12  to  2  o'clock  for  their  dinner, 
and  they  ceafe  labour  at  fun-fet,  except  bringing  home 
a  bundle  of  grals.  Believes  they  are  generally  thought 
moll  healthy  at  crop  time,  both  at  making  fugar  and 
colFee.  Their  labour  he  thinks  not  greater  than  that 
of  a  common  labourer  in  England ;  diai  of  the  hedger 
fUid  ditcher,  he  thinks  flill  as  great. 

When  fick  they  are  well  taken  care  of;  many  eftates  p  .g- 
have  hofpitals  for  themj  fome  have  medical  people 
living  on  them,  and  almoll  all  are'  attended  by  the 
Acuity  once  or  twice  a  week,  or  oftener,  if  neceflary. 
The  old  people,  he  believes,  are  well  t^cn  care  of; 
he  never  iaw  a  beggar  in  the  ftreet. 

They  appear  very  well  fatisfied  widi  their  condition 
in  general ;  fome,  he  has  heard,  have  been  offered  to 
return  to-Africa,  but  refufed  it :  Old  negroes  confider 
their  fituadon  as  valUy  preferable  co  that  of  the  new, 
Vni  go  0)  the  Beach  to  fee  them  when  imported.    To 
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1790.    prove  the  attacliment  of  {Uves  to  dicir  mafters»he  re- 
P«rc.  II.  Utes  that  a  number  of  foreign  runaways  had  come  over;  - 

u-ir— ^  that  a  number  of  the  negroes  of  Dominique,  perhaps 
tempted  by  the  French,  had  left  their  makers,  and  tlut 
others,  perhaps  through  difcontent,  had  deferted  alfo  j 
that  thcfc  altogether  inhabited  the  woods  ot  Domi- 
nique, and  were  armed,  and  there  committed  many 
a£ts  of  violence  againft  the  inhabitants,  fo  as  to  de- 
termine the  legiflaturc.after  an  ineffeftual  trial  of  every 
lenient  method,  to  endeavour  to  reduce  them  by  force. 
Slaves  from  the  different  eftates  were  on  this  fervice, 
and  through  the  whole  courfe  of  it  maiiifefted  the 
greateft  teal  and  defire  Of  bting  them  back  to  their 
duty. 

He  conceives  it  impofldble  to  cultivate  Weft-India 
plantanons  to  advantage  by  Europeans;  many  whiK  ar- 
Dticers  work  in  all  the  iflands  for  very  great  wagcs,and 
are  thus  enabled  to  live  well ;  yet  thcfe  work  mode- 
rately, and  almoft  always  under  cover ;  notwithftaod- 
ing,  he  believes  more  than  |  of  thofe  wlio  were  at 
Dominique  when  he  went  there,  were  dead  when  he 
came  away.  The  lofs  of  European  troops  in  St.  Lu- 
cia, he  has  heard,  was  due  to  their  rolling  provifiont, 
for  a  few  hours  only  in  the  day,  up  to  Morne  Fortune.    » 

P.  4.58.  ^^  ^^  ^^  doubts,  whether  in  Dominique,where  tl.e 
negroes  have  certainly  not  decreafcd  for  6  or  7  years 
paft,  the  numbers  might  not  be  kept  up,  if  not  atta.cked 
by  epidemical  difeafes,  or  other  caufcs  of  extraordinary 
mortality,  incident  to  that  climate;  but  Dominique  li.:s 
advantages,  perhaps  not  jwHeffed  by  any  other  ifland  ; 
a  great  quantity  of  uncuitivited  lands  allows  them  to 
raife  as  mucli  provifions  as  they  plcafe,  and  a  furplus 
to  buy  a  thoufand  ncceflarics  and  conveniencies.  The 
proximity  of  the  foreign  iflands,  and  our  frequent 
communication  with  them,  affords  them  an  advan- 
tageous marker ;  and  the  good  water,  may  alfo  con- 
tribute to  their  health;  but  he  only  fays,  that  the 
prcfent  number  could  be  kept  up  with(>ut  importation. 
There-could  be  no  poflibility  of  extending  the  culti- 
vation 
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*    n.  nor  docs  he  believe  Ac  quantity  0/  land  now    t  ygo. ' 
in  culcivatidn  cquM  be  kept  fo;  for  as  land  grows  part  II, 
old,  it  requires  more'labour.  —Dominique  contain  cw^arf  . 
ab^out  i80(obo  acres ,  of  thefe  about  54*000  are  in 
occupatioD>  and  26|O00  in  culdvation.    The  merely  ' 
keeping  up  the  ttock,  therefore,  would  be  very  in^  . 
fufficieat  for  the  wants  of  the  Dombique  proprietonj'* 
ai^  fliould  the  trade  be  aboUQicd,  they  would  certainly  *  . 
be  great  fufierers.     If  fome  fuch  encouragements  for 
breeding  were  held  cut  to  Dominique,  as  are  to  the 
French  iflands  in  the  Code  Noir ;  and  if  the  praftice  a 

of  feparadng  children  from  their  parents  were  mor« 
precifely  dropt  than  it  is,  he  thinks  it  would  ftill  more 
contribute  to  infurc  keeping  up  the  prefent  ftock, 
without  farther  importatioo. 

In  explanation  of  the  apparent  difiereace  between  p  ,  ,^ 
his  own  anfwers  to  the  queries  tranfmitted  to  him  by  '  "'* 
the  Secretary  of  ftate,  and  the  returns  fent  home  from, 
the  cuftom-houfe:  he  fays,  that  in  fome  of  his  anfwers^ 
he  ftated  the  negroes  of  Dominique  to  have  encreafbt 
in  the  laft  5  or  6  years  %  whereas  the  cuftom-houfe 
returns  declare,  that  the  negroes  imported,from  1784 
to  1788,  amounted  to  27,553  *  ^^'  ^  numbers  ex- 
ported in  the  lame  period,  amounted  to  only  15,781, 
and  of  courfe,  that  the  number  remaining  in  Dominique 
was  1 1,772.  As  a  reafon  for  the  difference  in  thcle 
accounts,  (as  ac  the  time  explained  by  him  to  the 
Secretary  of  ftate)  Jays,  that  previous  to  the  free-poit 
a£t  of  1787,  no  flayes  could  be  legally  exported  ia 
foreign  veffclSk  Jjid  in  the  French  iflands,  fo  heavy  s 
duty  was  laid  on  thofe  imported  in  foreign  bottom^ 
as  to  make  that  mode  of  fending  them  difadvantageous 
to^  the  merchant,  and  the  viplance  of  the  French 
cruifers  rendered  it  dangerous  to  attempt  running  theili 
illicitly ;  they  were  therefore  fmuggled  out  of  Domi" 
nique,  of  which  the  cuftom-houfe  had  no  returns,  nor 
fince  the  free -port  aft,  can  any  returns  be  relied  on.  '  ^4  ^ 
The  French  have,  in  ^£t,  taken  about  4-5ths  of  thie 
Kiiole  number  imported,  and  tht  Spaniards,  and  other 
t  h.%  foreigneA 
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vj9it'  foreigners  fo  many  morc^as  not  tp  leive, in  his  o{nnion, 
Fanli.  thove  looo  in  Dominique,  and  many  of  thcfe,  refiife  - 
negroes,  part  of  which  died,  perhaps,  before  they  got  - 
on  the  euates,     The  enereafe  by  births,  was  ftaied  ' 
fr»nn  documents  received  from  Mr.  Conftable,  deputy 
tfeafurer  of  the  ifland,  a  perfon  very  capable  of  giving 
true  account.     The  returns  of  the  French  inhabitants, 
in  the  paiifh  of  St.  Patrick,  and  his  onu  obfervacion», 
confirm  chcm. ' 
9.  460.      The  perfon4'.-to  anfwer  the  queries  of  the  privy 
council,  were  felefted   by  Mr.  Ordej    finding  the  ■ 
aiTembly  backward  to  anfwer  tl;fem,  and  defirous  of 
c<;lledting  the  fentiments  of  proprietors  in  the  illandf 
he  fent  different  copies  of  the  queries  to  4  or  5  of  the 
principal  fettlers  in  each  [tarini,  to  be  commtinicated 
'      by  them  to  the  whole ;  he  fent  alfo  w  the  merchants 
for  the  lame  purpofe,  and  requefted  anfwers.     He 
Cionccives  the  anfwers  he  received,  may  be  fuffiofed 
the  refult  of  the  experience,  and  knowledge  of  the 
moft  intelligent  men  in  the  ifland :  Being  hrft  com-< 
municated  to  him,  he  fent  them  to  Great-Britain. 

Where  there,  u  but  litde  provifion-ground  on  an 
cftate,  (a  rare  cafe  in  Dominique)  the  negroes  arc 
almoft  altogether  fed  by  the  owner  j  he  believes  they- 
recrive  z  Jb.  of  fait  filh,  fait  beef,  or  pork,  or  7  or  8 
herrings,  and  about  7  or.  8  quarts  of  farine  each  ^ 
week  ;  the  children  in  proportion  :  The  fiime  pro- 
porQon  of  fifh,  or  meat,  and  nothing  more,  is  given 
a4iere  there  is  provifion-ground,  but  not  quite  fiifficicn^ 
for  fiili  fubfillence  i  but  where  provifion-ground  is 
fleiuy,  (generally  the  cafe  in  Doniinique)  the  negroes 
are  allowed  to  cultivate  as  much  as  they  f^afe,  and 
have  a  day  in  the  week,  bcfides  Sunday,  for  it ;  this  is 
the  ufuai  method  with  the  French  inhabitants,  and  die 
moft  fatisfaftory  to  the  negroes. 
f,  461. .  The  number  of  flaves  loft  in  opening  new  lands  in 
Dominique  was  afcertained,  but  being  before  his  time, 
he  cannot  ftate  it  i  they  were,  he  belieyes,  yerycon.- 
fidciablCf  and  p^y  owii^.to  fnlfn:ianagement :  A 
ipfton^ 
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_  euftom  then  prerailed  of  working  new  n^roesj  which    1790. 

r  contributed  to  the  loG,  but  thb  is  not  now  followed.    P$k  IL 
Does  not  know  that  the  difierence  of  profit  to  the  v 
refidcnt  and  to  the  abfcncee  proprietor  ofeftates  in  the 
Well-Indies  is  lb  great  as  he  ftated  to  the  privy- 

-  council,  he  believes  it  however  to  be  in  general  very 
material. 

Believes  attention  to  moral  and  religious  inilrufHoni 
of  Haves  would  contribute  to  their  ccmfbrt,-  and  their 
'  mafters  intereft ;  the  French  are  more  attentive  to 
thcfe  points  than  we  arc,  and  bencRt  accordingly. 

Underilands  that  lately  in  Tobago  the  French  have 
ellablifhcd  a  regulation,  excufing  female  flaves  from 
labour,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  they 
bear  and  bring  up,  and  liberating  then  after  having 
6  or  7.r-^— Being  aflced  if  a  flaves's  fecurity  from 
HI  u&ge  does  not  depend  on  the  temper  of  die  owner, 

.  he  aofwered,  the  laws  itithe  Colonies  arc  not  Co  weU 

.  executed  as  in  England ;  in  genenil,  he  dares  hope 
the  honor  and  humanity  of  the  owners  lead  them  to 
attend  to  the  prote£tion  of  flaves.  The  treatment  of 
flares  in  the  French  iflands  he  believes  more  feverc 
than  in  the  Englifli.  |n  Dominique  the  French 
follow  the  cuftom  of  die  EngUlh.    The  laws  provide 

.  fecurity  for  free  negroes  againft  ill  ufage  of  whde 
men ;  their  evidence  is  not  good,  in  capital  cafes, 
againft  white.  Thinks  the  Tobago  law  flared  abov^ 
rewarding  a  woman  who  has  brought  up  many  childrea 
mi^t  be  advantageoufly  adopted ;  at  prefent,  negig 
wornen  arc  certainly  averfe  to  bearing  children,  and 
carelels  in  bringing  them  up ;  as  he  thinks  bearing 

'  children  interrupts  their  libidinous  purfuits,  and  makes 
Uiem  lefs  deflrable  to  die  men. 

Were  the  planters  to  fee  the  benefit  of  the  Tobago         . 
regulation,  as  before  ftated,  they  would,  nordoubt,  *  *  *'5* 
adopt  it. 

Believes,_ifthe  (lave  trade  is  abolifhed,  the  con- 
fequence  will  be  difadvvuageous  to  the  empire  in 

•  general,  and  in  pardcular  ,;o  Dominique,  the  pro- 
A$'*  pti(t6cs 
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Vy^,  prietors  of  whirh  bought  their  lands  of  gavemmmt 
Pare  li.  at  i  very  high  rate,  tnilling  for  their  cultivation  in  ait 
f  uninterrupted  importation  of  (laves ;  no  more  than 
one-third  of  the  ifland  is  now  in  txrcupation,  and  onlf 
86^00  acres  is  in  real  cultivation  :  A  ilop  to  die  im* 
portaiion  of  flaves  would  therefore  make  it  impoffible 
to  clear  niore,  and  very  difficult,  perhaps,  to  keep  vthit 
IS  now  planted  in  the  fame  {late  of  improvement. 

He  does  not  recolleft  the  refufal  of  a  free  ncgroe's 
evidence  againft  a  white  man,  except  in  one  ioiUnce, 
which  was  a  cafe  c^  murder. 


Wimefs  examinedJa^ATio  Pakxt,  £j^ 

David  Pvry,  Efq;  refided  at  Barbadocs  near  7;]rean, 

tft  governor  of  the  IQand,  and  left  k  July  1^  1789» 

Mafters  behave  to  their  (laves  with  everypollible  kind- 

'  nefs  and  attention  N^roesfeem  properly  fed,  clothed, 

P.  464',  *'*^  lodged  :  had  it  not  been  (bt  he  would,  as  it  was  hi& 

•"■tM^inef^,  have  eiUbrced  the  law  to  that  end. .  Not  half 

.  -  fe  much  labour  was  required  of  them,  as  their  owners 

^^%aAa'-right  to  demand  -.  the  common  labour  of  a  negro 

t  would  be  play  to  any  EngtKh  peafant.     Never  &w  the 

/  •leaft  degree  of  de^ndency  among  them j  has  every 

"Feafon  to  fuppofc  them  perfeftly  fatisfied,  is  no  conn- 

;-'i:4aint6  ever  reached  his  ear.    Banilhment  is  the  ievereft 

'  punifhmcnt  to  a  negro  at  Barbadoe&i  -there  is  no  cor- 

'  pOTal  puniftiment  they  would  not  preferj  has  knom 

-  iheth  even  hefitace  between  banifhment  and  death : 

In  general,,  he  thinks  their  (bate  intinitely  more  conR* 

'  fbrtable  than  that  of  the  labouring  poor  in  England^ 

or  anjr  other  part  of  the  world  that  he  knows.     He' 

thinks  it  impoflible  that  the  Wcft-lndies  could  be 

'cultivated  by  Europeans,  without  fuch  a  d^llruSion 

■  of  the  human  race  as  would  harrow  up  the  feelings  ef 

the  hardeft  bread,  and  would  be  (to  the  imagidaiy 

diftreffcs  of  the  negioes)  inhumanity  in  the  excremc. 

He 
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Hehas  nocche  fmalleft  doubt,  that  a  fupply  of  ncffroeai    1790. 
from  Africa  is  neceflaiy  to  the  cultivation  of  ^gar  Pare  II. 
eftates,  particularly  if  they  mean  to  improve  more  W^rr' 
land     The  abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  would,  in  his  P-  465* 
opinion,  prove  detrimental  both  to  the  colonies,  and 
the  empire  at  large  -,  it  would  raife  dieprodufbionst^ 
that  country,  beyond  the  power  of  the  confumers  here 
to   purchafe,  and  confequently  IcITen  the  revenue^ 
in  ppoportion  as  the  confumpcion  is  diminithed,  and 
vould  injure  the  individual  in  his  property,  by  en- 
creafmg  his  private  cxpences ;  it  would  occafion  the 
immediate  declenfion,  aad  final'ruin  of  the  fugar  co- 
Ionics,  unlcfs  they  were  at  liberty  to  feck  for,  and  carry 
their  fugar  and  other  produce,  to  other  markets ;  and 
this,  in  his  opinion,  would  bit' bad  policy. 

If  iiipplies  of  negroes  be  totally  &^pcd,  the  gradunl 
diminution  of  their  produce,  and  finally  the  extinftion 
cf  the  fugar  colonics,  he  thinks,  would  take  place,  and 
he  thiaks  it  a  dangerous  and  unneceflary  experiment 
to  make  j  the  planterf  of  Barbadoes  he  knows,  and  the 
plancers  in  general,  he  believes  to  be  men  of  faiik,  • 
oiicemmciu,  and  humanity ;  and  he  thinks,  that  good 
policy,  ought  to  leave  them  in  the  quiet  manageotent 
of  dieir  own  affairs,  and  fo  render  ihem,  as  benefidtl 
as  polTible  to  this  country,  tonriwfe  laws,  conftitudon; 
and  king,  they  are  warmly  and  zealouHy  attached. 

One  man  will  annually  cultivate  3  acres  of  cotton,  ?■  4^^ 
but  only  one  of  fugar  ;  the  fubftitution  of  cotton  for 
fugar  in  many  p)antadon&  in  Barbadoes,  arofe  more 
from  the  lofs  of  negroes  in  the  hurricane  1780,  than 
from  the  depredations  of  vermin,- or  other  cau&s. 
This  fubftitution  is  going  on>  chough  in  a  Icfs  degrec> 
becaufe  new  negroes  have  been  imported.  The  greater 
part  of  the  lands,  where  cotton  was  fubfticuted,  is  now 
again  allotted  to  fugar.  The  fubftitudon  of  cotton 
w  fugar,  might  have  been  made  immediately,  but 
cbd  not  take  place  to  any  extent  for  3  or  4  yc^irs  after- 
■  wards.  The  difficulty  of  obtainiii^  African  ncg.-M, 
vas  the  cau(e  of  that  fubftitudon,.^ded  by  the  bVovjins, 
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1790.  down  of .  the  fugar- works  and   buildings.      That 

Part  II.  difficulty  arole  from  their  hot  being  brought  to  tbe 

^■M-w  tdand,  and  from  their  hig^  prices.     The  anfwers  fent 

■p.  467. by  him,  to  the  queries  of  the  Privy  Council,  were 

framed  by  himfelf  j  the  anfwers  of  the  council,  and 

affembly,  by  thofe  bodies  refpe£tively  ;  thofe  returned 

by  individuals,  were  tranfmittcd  by  him,  for  the  pur- 

pofe  of  returning  thofe  anfwers  :  He  fele6ted  men,  on 

whofe  difcernment,  experience,  ai;d  integrity,  he  coidd 

rely,  and  pcrfons  alfo  differing  in  fentiments,  in  order 

to  give  the  Secretaries  of  State,  the  fulleft  information. 


"Witnefs  examined — I/)rd  Rodnev. 

Lord  Rodney  went  firft  to  the  Weft-Indies  in  17^1, 
he  refidcd  firft  at  Barbadoes,  then  Martinique,  An- 
tigua, St.  Kitt's,  and  a  fmall  time  at  GiumaloupCy 
when  thofe  iflands  belonged  to  Great-Britain;  he  was 
alfo  in  Jamaica  3-|-  years. 
P.  468^    Matters,  in  the  feveral  iflands,  feemed  very  atcentive 
"to  their  flaves ;  it  is  their  intereft  to  be  ib  j  he  never 
ikYf  one  inftancc  of  cruelty,  but  many  of  forbearance, 
<in"an  impertinent  anfwer  being  given  to  the  matters.    ' 
Slaves  feemed  properly  clothed  for  the  climate,  in  all 
.    the  iflands  i  in  Jamaica,  feemed  better  fed  tlun  the 
common  labouring  people  here  j  the  other  iflands  have 
not  grounds  to  give  them  fuch  food  as  Jamaica  can 
afford ;  they  appeared  alfo  extremely  well  lodged  for 
the  climate,  and  their  houfes  calculated  for  it.     No 
more  labour  was  required  of  them  than  they  could 
■properly  bear :  A  hundred  times  he  has  nodced,  that 
he  thought  a  labouring  man  in  England  did  more 
work  in  one  day  than  any  3  negroes.     He  has  often 
-  noticed  in  the  many  plantauons  he  has  vifired,  that 
there  ts  an  hofpttal,  called  the  fick-houle,  with  negr* 
p     g      women  attending  as  nurfes ;  there  is  fcarce  a  plantation 
*  *  °'  without  a  furgeon  j  it  is  their  intereft  to  be  attentive. 

The 
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'The  negroes  appeared  to  him  to  be  jn  a  ftate  the    179a* 
Kverfe  of  defponding  -,  after  the  day's  work,  they  part  ll. 
were  generally  dancing,  and  making  merry.     Thinks  c— v—^  ' 
it  iinpwflible  to  cukivate  Weft-India  plantations-  to 
advantage  by  Europeans.     Believes  the  prefent  ftock 
in  the  iflands  could  nut  be  kept  up,  without  frefh  - 
importadons  i  for  he  believes,  breeding  is  encouraged  ■ 
as  piuch  as  poITible  -,  for  one  Creole  is,  in  vaiue,  worth  ; 
two  new  ones  from  Guinea. 

Confiders  ihf  (hips  in  the  French  Weft-India  trade  ' 
as  the  greateft  fource  of  their  power,  for  the  Weft- 
India  commerce  enabled  France  laft  war  to  difputc 
with  Great-Britain  the  empire  of  the  feaj  their  Weft- 
Indiamen  are  generally  much  larger  than  the  Bridfh, 
an^  appeared  more  than  dodbly  manned.  Thinks  • 
^the  Britifli  Weft-India  trade  a  confidcrable  nurfery 
for  feamcn,  and  the  Weft-India  fleet  very  advan- 
ti^cous  in  time  of  war  in  furnifliing  men  for  the', 
fcrvice,  who  are  feafoned  to  the  Weft-  Indian  climate.  p_  ^-q^ 
Thinks  it  extremely  important  to  keep  up  a  trade, 
which  he  confiders  one  of  our  principal  branches  of 
commerce;  without  the  African  tiade  the  Weft-Indies  . 
he  thitiks  could  not  be  fupported.  In  1787,  the' 
♦  French  paid  200  livres  a  head  premium  for  every 
flave  imported  into  St.  Domingo  and  St.  Lucia,  and 
100  for  each  imported  into  Martinique  and  Guada- 
loupe,  befides  a  premium  on  {hips  that  traded  from 
the  ports  of  France  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  payable  . 
ifumcdiately  on  rheir  failing,  at  fo  much  per  ton.— 
The  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  wo\ild  tend  to  reduce 
the  Britilh  Well  India  trade,  and  lefTen  the  number 
of  (hips  and  fcanicn,  it  would  tend  to  cncieale  the 
French  marine  in  general ;  if -the  Britilh  (lave  trade 
were  abolifhed,  and  engroflcd  by  foreign  lutions,  it 
V^opld  add  to  the  naval  power  of  France,  who  has 
^Iresdy  much  more  than  half  the  Weft  India  trade  ia 
her  hafi^if  vfd  4i[nMM(h  thaf  of  Britain  in  propor- 
tioij. .       '  . 
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1 790.       Never  made  a  comparative  eftimate  of  the  expence 

Part  II.  of  breeding  a  negro  till  fie  for  che  field,  and  cfiac  d 

w^v— .4  buying  an  able  African :  declares  that  urhercver  he 

F.  471 .  went,  It  appeared  they  encouraged  breeding,  and  took 

■great  care  of  ihe  children.     Does  not  recoUeft  any 

regulation  for  the  encouragement  for  breeding  ianc- 

doned  by  the  leginature  <h  the  iflands,  but  always 

iinderftood  they  gave  every  encouragement  for  die 

Tic^oci  to  breed,  and  for  the  fcctlement  of  the  iriuie 

people;  it  appeared  fo  to  him. 

They  were  domefbc  (Uves  that  gave  impertinent 
anfwcrs. 

The  negroes  letmed  very  bad  labourers,  compared 
with  Europeans.  Their  incUnadon  to  labour  was  not 
equal  to  a  labouring  man's  in  England,  not  3  of 
them  could  do  fo  much  work  as  one  wtute  man  in 
Europe.  In  the  Weft  Indies  they  do  more  than  die 
dimatc  would  permit  ii;^ite  man  to  do  there. 
P.  472.  They  are  left  to  chule  their  own  wives  j  if  there  be 
any  regulations  concerning  their  marriages,  he  docs 
not  know  them. 

Being  alked  the  grounds  on  which  he  concludes 
that  the  Hack  of  negroes  could  not  be  kept  up  by 
breeding  without  importations  from  Africa,  if  pro^ 
per  regulations  were  adopted  and  adhered  to,  he.  ' 
anfwers,  that  he  is  not  a  judge  of  that.  It  is  a  long 
time  before  the  children  come  to  maturity.  This 
opinion  he  draws  from  his  own  obfervations  on 
what  he  has  feen  and  heard  ;  he  knows  no  gentle- 
man that  does  not  attempt  to  keep  up  the  ftock, 
at  leatt  It  appeared  fo  to  him. 

He  never  heard  what  proportion  of  negro  infants 
die  within  the  month,  or  what  grows  up  to  matu- 
rity. He  has  been  told  they  are  apt  to  die  very 
young  of  the  locked  jaw.  ■ 

Whrn  we  firlt  took  Martinique,  1761  or  1762, 
the  French  (laVes  appeared  better  clothed  than  the 
Englifh  -,  he  dcfiredthe  BarbadoeS'  [banters  to  ob- 
fervc  that  there  wa»*no  naked  Qavcs  there^  whiM 


ih.Bar^Adocs  there  were  many  naked..    In  ronfe-    1790. 
fauchcfr,  the  Barbado'ek  pebple  jkit  their  Uws  in  Pan  U. 
force  aridclothied  their  flaves.   He  thinks  Engfilb  *m*^*^ 
negroes  ..Better  lodged  than  Flrnchi     Food  m  ••  -_ 
.£re?t  meafure  depCndk'oh  hiving  proper  proTifion 
.  ^rounicl)fuch  ab  liavc  not  this,  give  rattfifii,  and 
.  ^Quinea  iijd  Indian  corn  to  their  AiVtri.  Slaves  feem 
^i^ter  o&  in  thfe  Englifh  than  in  the  French  iflands  i 
.   the  pu^ifftr^ehts  Iti  tht  French^  greater  thiA^n  the 
Englilti  idands.     He'tiever  knew  crticlocitment  to 
.inyjlave  in  the  Engl  ilh  tflj|pda)'  bot  the  reverfe. 
He  "never  knew  dl-  heard  of  arty  tMngfin  the  public 
•dminiftration  of  juftlce  between  a  whiteinaa  and 
„.s  oegrol  but'ftrift  juftice  to  biMh.  ■  He  was  at  the 
..kjiaj  ofa, white  man  (about  1771  or   1773)  for 
.want9n1y  murdering '.a-'-flave.     "The'Coutt  con- 
demned  the  man,  andjlie  beliettis  he  was  executed* 
He  fgaice  to  the  governed  chat  he  hoped  he  would 
bot  pardon  him:    The  man  he  belicTcs  was  not 
fheowncr  of  the  Ddve.  ji_  i-i, 

The  property  of  (laves  id  the  [Mixluce  pf  their 
;«rd.eDST  ^heir  poultry  and  pigt*  as  far  as  he  has 
Qbferved,  is  held  facred,  and  newr  taken  from 
ttieni  without  a  jtift  compeiiTationj  aad  at  the  mar- 
^ketjirice. 
'  If  it  were  pofflble  For  ji  flaire  to  be  happy,  thef 
feemed  to  be  fo.  They^never  knew  what  liberty 
was.  So  far  as  regards  only  their  foddi  clothidgt 
lodgitig  and  care  taken  of  them  in  fickiwrs  and  m 
hcauh^  he  thinks  their  lives  a^  'happy  as .  thofe  of 
the  pcafants  in  this  coiintryt 

As  to  feamen  in  the  ihrets  of:  Jamaica  dying  in 
an  ulcerated  ftate;  falling  without  pityj  without 
friends,  without  a  look  but  of  contempt  from  the 
hardened  multitude  that'paSes  by^&c.  -He  does 
not  believe  any  thing  of  the  fort  eyer  happened  in 
anyofthe  iflandi.  (See  page  475  jdi  anfwer.) 
There  may  have  been  drunken  fcvnen. 

Bb  If 


i 


ei^cncc  prove,  it  othc;; 
'odii  trad.  7.  r*  "T***^  ■* 
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W.tNDits— Witnerseummed— SirPxTULpAiLKift.  ; 

Admiral  Sir  Peter  P«rker  was  captain  of  ]imjm  1790. 
of  frar  on  the  leeward  ifland  ftation  the  war  before  ^arc  IL 
laft  about  3  years.     He  ^as  at  the  taking  of  Gua-  V'v-w 
dalbupr,  and  occadonally  ViJlted  Barbadoea  and  all  . 
the  leeward  inands  excepic  Ncytc    la  1777  he  was 
ap{k>inted  admiral  and  commander  in  chief  of  all 
Che  Kingf ■  Aiip}  at  Jamaica,  where  he  arrived  Feb.  P.  477. 
i^TSf  and  remained  till  tyti. 

The' treatment  of  Sa.vn  in  the  feireral  iQanda 
«u  lenient,  mild  and  humane.  He  never  heard  of. 
dven  one  inllance  of  feverttjr  during  hiaftayat  Ja- 
maica. The  llavet  not  only  feemed  properly  fed, 
Jodg^.  and  clothed,  but  in>  a  more  cbmfprtable 
ftate  than  the  lower  clafs  of  pet^le  in  any  part  of' 
Eurofe>  Great  Britain  not  excepted.  No  more 
labour  vas  required  of  them  than  they  could  pro- 
perly beaf.  Our  peafantry  fcarce  earn  a  liv;lihoo4 
by  labour  much  harder-than  ihefe  are  put  Co  1  and 
in  age  and  infirmities,  dragon  a  miferable  life  on  9, 
pitifut  allowance  of  11.  6d.  el*  as.  per  Week,  from 
their  parifiicsi  whereas  the  negro,  when' old  and 
infirm,  has  particular  attention  paid  to  make  him 
eafy  and  comfortable;  and  if  he  has  acquired  money. 
Which  all  indullrious  negroes  may  do,  he  may  Itvie 
in  affluence  the  rcil  of  his  days;  he  knows  that  bii 
family  and  friends  will  be  fure  of  proteAion,  and 
good  treatment  after  his  deceafe,  and  ^at  he  may 
bequeath  his  property  how  and  to  whom  he  pleafes. 
They  arc  far  from  being  in  aftate  of  defpondency,  .  i 
*  and  generally  chearful  and  mcrry.^It  is  abfolutdy  P-  47^- 
impuflible  to  cultivate  the  Weft  Indies  by  Euro- 
peans ;  to  ihew  how  inimical  the  climate  is  (o 
Eurotwan  conftitutions,  he  fays  he  need  only  refer 
to  the  military  returns  dierc  of  17791  17^0,  and 
1781.    The  very  <xiftence  of  the  uidiers  dcpendt 
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1790,  on  their  being  allowed  n^roes  to  carry  their  ftom 
firt  ILand  pmvUioni,   and  do  other  a3s  of  drudgery^- 
Wv-^  Our  feamen  work  under  awnings,  to  keep  off  thlB 
lun.     The  manning  veflela  in'^ur  dock  yards  wi^l 
negroes,  to  water  and  ftore  the  .King's  ^ipi,  be  it 
ibcisfied  hu  laved  the  Uveiof  thoufandi.  .l^ti^  ca|f 
taiiM  uDdor  his  commaiid  had  all  leave  tp  enter  4 
few  negi^.    The  Jhips  whea  ppce  watcfpdi  lu^ ' 
up  the  quantity  with  their  own  long  boats.      Ifx  ' 
preo?  (hit  n^n>cs  are  nccelTary  for  this  fervice^  b^' 
relates  that  a  Mgate.  abovt  tofajlfrotn  PortRoyal^' 
fjint  her  longboat  to.Bock  Fprt.for  water,  witVs 
midflitpriiaot  cockfwain^  and  fix  feampn,  and  that 
on  hct  return-  next  morning.,  the  mitUhipiitui  aii4 
fix Teanien  were  taken  ill  and  died, 

He  thinks  the  prefcnt  ftock  of  negroes  c^nifot  be 
kept  up  without  firlh  importations- froiT)  Africa  1' 
^Kperirnce  proves  it  otherwife,  ,     . 

■  He  corfiders  the  fcips  in  (he  French  Weft  Indi% 
mde^-as  a  principal  fgurce  of  their  naval  power* 
Tiieif  '  Aiips  in  general  ace  .larger  than  ogrs^  a^i\^ 
Cal-qr  double  the  number  of  tnen."  Their  Weil| 
India  trade  is  innmenfe,  and.'in  his  opii>ioi^  twQ~ 
thirds  of 'their  whqle  commerce  i  tt^ould  they  obt 
ftrafttheir  Africap  tf^de,  vthifh  he  (^inKs  they  arf 
coo  wife  to  dfOt  they  vouJd  lofe  theii  conle^uence 
among  the  nations  of  EurojK,  and  not  be  able  to 
fit  out  fleets  fui&cient  tq  alarm  their  neighbours*  Hit 
hearsp  and  thinks  it  prgbtble,  that  they  are  e(k- 
.  deavouriog  to  improve  thrir  Weft  tiidia  trade,  ai)d 
"  .ffacir  African,  as  connected  frith  it,  ' 

f*  479%'  The  Britilh  Weft-India  tf^e  U  a  gre^  nur&iy  £>r 
ftamen  1  we  Oiould  tindic  difficult  to  m^n  a  greatfle^^ 
-without  it,  There  can  be  nf>  doubt,  that  aau  trade, 
ttfnd:  sUo  the  Afhcaot  arc  extremely  feryiceable  in 
'  ihanning  King's  Jhips.  to  t|)^  Wc^Tlodies. i;^  |ime.bf 
war.  He  received  upwitrds  of  2ogp  into  the  fle$^ 
•  undf  r  his  command,  uid  mantfcd  feveral  fliipa  tbache 
■bought  Ibr  the  Kinf^&oqt  Wdft-)tidia  ineratahtiMii, 
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and  A&tcan  (hips :   Thofe  tnders  fomifh  fcamen  pe-   1 790. ' 
cx^uilt  ad^ptea  td'Weft-Ihdia  fcrvicC}  and  more  able  Part  IL  ' 
lo^man^  the  fing's  (hips  in  that  ftation  than  featnen  «-i-«»— '  * 
wfii^y  Jini|Jloyed-in'E\iro{ie.  '  It  is  imbortant  to  die  ■ 
Jctrigclom  to  keep  up  BritUh  Weft-Incua  trade  {  buc 
nwre  iitiport^tr  ttf  keirp  up  the  A^cui.  - 

tlhe'  ^lidon  of  ^c  Afican  trade  would,  in  his ' 
oponioDi  caufe  a  geheral  d^fpondcncy  among  die  ne-, 
grbes,  and  gradually  decreafe  population^  and  con- 
fluently  the  produce  of  Our  iOands;  and  muft  in  time 
dcx^of  near  |  our  comnferte,  and  take  from  Great- 
Biicuii  all  pretenfions  to  die  rank  Ihe  now  holds  of 
toeing  the  firft  maritime  power  in  the  worid. 

'In  the  fame  rado  that  our  power  de(;rea&s,  thus  of 
|he  Vrench  will  encreaft. 

He  has  never  Teen  nor  heard  of  failors  dTtfag  id  die 
greets  of  Jamaica  in  an  ulcerated  ftane,  ot^eds  bodi- 
0f  comrniferadon  and  horror,  as  ftated  in  ttie  report 
»(i^  privy  Council,  except  in  the  committee  room. 


Witaefi  examined. — Stwhiv  Follir^  Efqj  Agent    - 
for  the  iQand  of  Jamaica. 

jproduped  crtrafts  from  the  minutes  of  the  joint  com-  P»  +*  >• 
^iuee  of  a^mhly  and  council  of  Jamaica,  3d  De- 
cember. 1789,  which  are  infcrted  fromp;^  485  a 
page  496  of  the  minutes  at  large*. 

He  alfo  produced-  a  paper  intituled,  **  Jamaica 
'*  pvpQrt  f^nd  import  of  negroes,  and  n^oei  retained 

«  In 
■     Extraft*  ftem  tha  njnutet  of  tke  joint  committM  of  aftmbly 
jind  council  of  Jiipiio,   34  Pcfctnticr  1789.    Mr.  Msrrtjr 
ttfonei  u  follows  1 
Mr.  Speaker, 
Yooi  committee  apprint^  to  nset  a  GOflimittM  of  the  «ean^  p.  485* 
i;iq  a  free  conference,  to  enquire  into  and  to  report  to  the  iKlfe 
I'Vheir  opinion,  wl^t  ftcp*  are  necefliuy  to  be  taken  with  regardito 
•  tbe  flave  tiada,  in  conleoiKDCe  of  the  infiirnudofi  received  fnm 
—  Ae  agnit  of  this  iOand  of  the  proceeding  1  bad  »  the  Honfe  of 
■(PW)>Mu<%f  l^ic^  of  gvjiaiii(Bt  t4 ^afpa^  «f  itw  Aid 
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1790*  '^  ja-  the  iQand  for  49  yein,  viz.  from  1739*  to 
Part  II.**  to  1787,  both  inclufive,  diftioguifliing  theycad  ^ 
%Mev«-^  M  cf  war  from  thofe  of  peace/'    This  paper  b  to. . 
(hew  that  the  importation  of  negroes  into  Jamaica  ' 

wap  ' 

trade*  hare  accordingljr  mcty  and  have  taken  the  exanunatUms  oC. 
fevcral  peHbnSf  and  liave  agp«ed  to  the  following  reidadoBa;  * 

I.  Reiblved,  It  it  the  opinion  of  the  joint  committee*  that 

die  fuppreffion*   cither  diird  or  virtual,  of  the  flave  tfade*  * 

hj  the  Britiih  nadon  only*  (other  nations  continnmg  the  .mde  • 

af  nfual)  would  not  promote  the  parpofes  of  homanity^  either 

ill  refped  of  the  negroes  which  are  annnally  hrooghc  n>  the* 

African  markeu  for  Sic,  or  in  renrd'to  the  ne^on  at  piefenf'' 

in  a  ftate  t)f  flavery  in-tliia  and  the  reft  of  the  Briufh  iflaads  in  die 

Weft.Indies.  The  efiedb  in  Africa  of  a  partial  abolition  woold  bC;; 

ifiit  that  the  porchafers.  from  Europe*  being  fewer  in  number*^ 

would  have  a  greater  choice  of  (laves*  equal  to  the  whole  deaMind^ 

of  the.Britifli  merchants  at  prei^nt  which  is  dated  at  3t«oobr 

annually ;  whereby  prime  flaVes  only  woukl  be  faleablei   and 

the  aged  and  infirm  (many  of  whom  are  now  purchafed  of  ne^pC^ 

fity)  beine  rejeded  in  greater  numbers  than  formerly*  the  horndT 

practice  wnich  has  long  exifted  amon^  the  flave-merchanu  on  the' 

eoaft,  of  potting  to  death  fuch  of  their  captives  as  are  brought  Vv 

snarket  and  rejctled  bv  the  Europeans*  would  be  more  prevalent 

than  ever.     In  the  Bntiih  Weft-lndies  the  f  ffeS  (however  lightly 

Stlt  at  firdV  nroft  neceflarily,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years*  from 

an  unavoidable  decreafe  Qoniequent  on  the  prefeiit  ineauality  <^ 

the  fexes*  have  this  operation  ;  that  the  labour  which  is  now 

^  performed  by  a  given  number  of  negroes,  mud  either  be  per- 

• '  lmined«by  a  lefs  number*  or  the  planter  muft  contra^  the  limits 

of  his  plantation*  aud  (timinifh  his  produce.     1  hus  immediate 

interell*  and  in  many  cafes  urgent  diltrefs  from  the  importunity 

of  creditors*  will  he  fet  in  oppoiicion  to  the  principles  of  juftico* 

and  the  didlates  of  humanity. 

IL  Refolred*  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  joint  committee*  that  CD 
condemn  the  flave  trade  as  peculiarly  deftrudUve  to  Britiih  feamen 
(the  contrary  whereof  is  proved  by  the  evidence  of  Vice-Admirid 
']Bdwards  before  the  privy  council)  and  to  adduce  in  prrof  thereof 
the  loflfes  fuftained  on  certain  unhealthy  parts  of  the  coaft*  without 
'taking  into- the  account  the  loiles  fuftained  in  other  branches  of 
the  African  commerce*  fuch  as  the  wood  and  ivory  trades*  where 
the  mortality  principally  occurs*  and  the  encreafe  of  feamen  from 
AidllKhrr'paits  of  the  Britiih  navi^tion  as  are  principally  de* 
pendant  on  the  African  commerce*  u  partial  and  nnjuft.  Among 
thefe  branches  may  be  reckoned  the  Weft  India  and  lumber  tradeS| 
and  above  all*  thofe  great  nprieries  for  feamen*  the  Irifli*  Britiih* 
Britiih- American  and  Newfoundland  fiflienes ;  tne  confumptkm 
ofharrbgf  andialted^ih  by tft^negroes^  being. immeofc*  .^e 

have 
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was  very  confiderable  in  wir  time.  He  forrited  the  1 790. 
calrulation  from  1739  to  1773,  from  an  original  Put  U. 
account  found  among  Mr.  Role  Ftriler*s-  pspcn,  Sno-^-^ 

after 

fctvc  likm^le  mfi»  to  belim,'  that  Ence  iSu  late  regulftting  aA, 
ike  moroUity  of  Bridlh  Ceanwa  in  Am  iUrc  trade  hat  decruTed 
watlf  one  half . 

III.  Refolvedi  It  it  the  tmnioa  of  Ae  joint  Committee,  that 
the  lob  of  Negroei  w4uch  U  fometimei  falbiined  is  the  voyagei 
firom  Africa,  ai  welt  a*  in  the  harhoura  of  thii  ilUtid,  between 
the  daji  of  anrinl  and  (kit,  and  which  ii  Bated  to  ha^en  from 
the  mole  oftran^ortingthnn  from  the  Coafl,  haag  a  rmtJiailt 
erUwmtt,  afibnu  no  argoment  fijr  a  total  foppreSon  of  the 

'  Slare  Trade. 

IV.  It  it  the  opinion  of  the  joint  Committee,  that  no  juft  eSi- 
nate  can  be  formed  of  the  effefb  which  the  Regelating  Ad  of 
the  Bridlh  Parliament,  pafled  in  17B8,  will  nltimatclx  produce 
ia  (cfpeft  of  the  lofi  of  the  flavet  in  the  middle  paffage,  inafmoch 
ai  it  appeart.  from  t  return  of  negroei  parchated  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa  Djr  Diipi  that  have  eoterea  in  the  portof  KingAon  fince 
the  firft  of  January  laB,  that,  out  of  S099  luves  parctiafed  on  the 
Gold  Coaft,  1041  have  been  fold  in  thi*  iHand,  a  lofs  of  ooif 
two  and  three-fburthi  per  cent,  bat  that,  ont  of  15(0  flavet  pnr- 
duftd  in  the  Bite  0/  Benin,  only  16^2  have  been  fold  ;  a  loti 
UDoanting  to  thirty^five  and  ihree-ngbtns  per  cent,  and  onknown 
before  any  regalacioa  took  place.    Two  veOelt  have  fiacc  arrived 

'■ban  the  mme  coafl,  the  Ann  and  the  Voltnrc  i  thefe  veHeU  per- 
daled  7I5,  flaves  of  whom  only  14  have  died  ;  a  loTs  not  exceed- 
ing *u  wid ibrtt-Jfotnibi  per  cent.  Thif  amazing  difierence.ai  ap- 
peari  by  the  evidence  taken  on  oathr  u  partljr  to  be  attributed  to 
the  fmall-pox,  which  raged  in  feme  ofthe  ihipi,  and  the  meaflei 
and  Rax,  which  broke  oat  in  other«.  The  lofi  by  the  Aux  waa 
chiefly  occalioned  by  the  ofe  of  anripe  yams,  lor  want  of  other 
pTOvifions. 

V.  Refolved,  It  ii  the  oinnion  of  the  jmnt  Committee,  that 
the  number  of  navei  at  prefent  in  thit  ilhnd  is  about  i  jo,ooo ; 
of  which,  according  to  the  belt  enquiries  that  can  be  m^e  con> 
Ceming  the  proportion  ofthe  fexei,  there  are  140,000  mAles, 
and  1 10.OCO  femalet :  it  ibll6Wt  therefore,  that  if  future  tmpor< 
titiom  from  Africa  be  dilcen^ued,  there  will  unavoidably  crtfue^ 
from  the  difproportion  of  the  fexM  alooe.  a  very  great  reduAion 
fo>m  ^e  prelent  namber  of  our  Haves,  before  any  augraentatioa 
cm  be  expcAed  from  natural  increi^e  by  generation  ;  a  dimina- 
tion  which  mud  not  only  preclade  all  attempts  at  the  further  im- 
'  provcments  of  our  unfettled  land*,  but  likewife  occafion  a  oropor- 

donablc  decreafe  in  die  prelcn!  cultivation ;  it  being  an  undoubted 
'  faft,  that  almoft  all  tha  planution*  already  fctded  axe  much 
■latder^liinded.-'*--"     .    ■- •  ■  ■  ...         ,.^      VI. 
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1790.  cer.  Hence  he  h«  taken  the  Uft  part  of  his  wlcu* 
Par',  n.l'iion  irom  the  Infpcdor-Gcncral's  account,  which 
u->—  reaches  from  1772  lo  1787.     The  faid  account  wai 

delivered 
be  fully  rcfutrd  and  difproved  j  firft  by  an  appeal  to  our  Uwi. 
Kiul,  ui.oDidl)'.  by  the  evidence  of  refoefttble  men  who  hmw  re- 
fidciimong  u.  «ndhave  becnwitncflfei  looar  mannen.  Wtal- 
cver  miy  bt:  Ij  d  of  oiu  ancient  ColonUi  SUve-Iawi,  the  Aft* 
whicli  have  be-^u  pftlTcd.  within  the  Uil  ten  ynri.  are  wntica  « 
«hiraat:r>  of  \aaxe,  mercy,  and  liberality.  Concerning  du  ge» 
■Krai  Ufximr..-  of  cur  Haves,  we  rcfcriotlieet'idencc  already  pcr- 
fciially  given  uilte  Lordt  of  Jte  Council,  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lorf 
Ilodacy,  iir  Peier  Parker,  Adm.  Bamngton,  Sir  Jolboa  Rowley, 
Admiral  Hoiham,  Vice  Admiral  Edward),  and  Sir  Georgv 
YouTig  I  aad  to  die  further  evidence  thai  may  be  produced  from 
Ecntlemen  of  dura&er  in  England  who  have  rdided  many  yean 
tn  this  ill^nd,  and  are  intimately  acquainted  with  our  condna  awt 
mannert.  We  conceive  that  the  teftimony  ot  fuch  peribos  if  dq- 
•nfwerablc  and  condoflve ;  and  ftiill  therefore  only  rcroaric,  that 
it  t  nftorioiis  our  Slaves,  in  general,  arc  rol  only  Created  with 
fcindnelt  and  humanity,  but  that  they  are  alio  proteaed  by  law 
from  immoderate  chaftifemeot  or  cruel  treatment,  and  enjoy  mont 
eafy,  comfort^Ie,  and  happy  livef,  than  multitudei  of  the  hu 
bourers  in  Great  Britain. 

XI.  Rcfulved,  it  19  the  opinion  of  the  joint  committee,  that* 
in  confidence  of  the  validity  of  plantation  fecurity,  and  the  fupport 
and  encouragement  the  fugar-coloniei,  and  the  African  trade* 
have  hitherto  experienced  from  government,  the  merchant*  iii 
Great -iJritaia  have  been  induced  to  enter  in  very  large  adrancei, 
fuid  engage  in  erteniiveloani  to  th^  WeA-India  planter! ;  and,  oa 
die  faith  of  an  »&  of  partiament,  pafled  on  purpofe  to  make  the 
receiving  of  fix  per  cent,  on  colonial  fecurities  lawful  in  Great* 
Britain,  great  numbers  of  private  nerfonj  at  home  as  well  a^  the 
fnbjtdU  of  foreign  ftates,  have  liVewiTe  embarked  confidcrabl^ 
fums  on  murtgages,  and  have  pnrchafed  annuities  to  a  very  large 
aunount  on  Weft-India  eftatei  t  now  the  Have  trade  being  the  great. 
fource  of  every  Well-India  improvement,  iis  abolition  mull  inCv 
vitably  diminifh  the  value  of  all  fuch  fccuriiiei,  and  drive  the 
creditors  to  ijfe  every  means  in  their  power  to  extricate  theif 
property  from  fuch  a  precarious  fituation ;  to  the  immediata. 
diftrcla  of  the  pUntert  and  their  families,  and  the  ultimate  roia 
of  many  of  the  mortgagees  and  annuitants  themfelves. 

XII'  Relblved,  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  joint  Committee,  that 
the  prcfent  valur  of  property  m  this  ilUnd  may  be  Mrty  and  rea> 
fenably  cffijnated  as  follows ;  viz.  i;o.ooo  negroes,  at  50I.  ffcr- 
ling  pebhead,  is  ia,5oo,ouol.  The  patented  lands,  with  tbrif 
ereftions,  and  the  perfonal  property  appertaining  thereunto, 
W  lloublr  the  value  of  the  negiocg  (facug  tlte  iROfi  general  rule  of 
Taluatton) 


Jamaica.  Fitller.  .  a« 

He  looked  on  this  laft  account  as  more  perfed  than  f790. 
his  own,  which  was  that  of  a  private  gentleman  (of  Pan  II. 
Jamaica)  only,  and  the  other  that  of  a  pubUck  offi-  «— ^— rf 

cer. 

vefted,  and  01  qait-renu  paid  on  account  thereof.    The  laid 
hud)  valued  onl]' at  ]1.  currency  per  acre,  is  worth  Zt700,oool.  . 
cairency^  equal  to  i  ,918,500!.  Iterling. 

IX.  Refolved,  It  is  the  opinioa  of  the  j<unt  committeCf 
that  the  planccri  and  proprietors  of  negroes  in  thii  ifland  will 
in  like  manner,  be  encituled  10  compenfation  for  the  diminutioa 
ichich  miift  Qcceflirily  enfue  in  the  number  of  oar  fUvei,  jhould 
kH  fiuther  importations  be  difcontinoed  by  authority  of  parlia- 
inent;  the  prefent  difproportion  between  the  fexet  having  arifen 
&om  caufes  which  are  not  impuuble  to  us.  With  the  reduftion 
of  our  flavec  will  likewife  unavoidably  happen  a  proportionate  de> 
creafe  in  the  value  of  our  lands,  buildiiigi,  and  produce ; 
for  which  and  all  other  loCei  conlequent  on  a  change  in  the  pre- 
fent  fyltem,  it  it  the  opinion  of  the  joint  commilte,  that  the  va*  . 
habitants  of  this,  and  the  reft  of  hii  MajcAy's  fugar  colonies,  are 
hirly  and  jullly  entitled  to  compenfation  ;  the  laid  colonies  hav- 
ing been  originally  fettled  under  the  moft  facred  compafls  with 
Hk  mother  country,  fanfliont;d  bv  royal  charters  and  proclama- 
tions, as  well  as  by  a  fucceHian  of  a£ls  of  parliameut,  authoriling 
and  encouraging  the  flave  trade  ;  particularly  by  the  charters 
gnntedin  1661  and  1674,  by  King  Charles  II.  which  eAabUIhed 
a  Royal  African  company,  the  laft  of  which  was  granted  in  con> 
feqaenccof  an  addrefi  from  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  by 
theaSs  ofthegthand  'oth  of  William  the  III.  a  period  when 
ibe  principlet  of  civil  liberty  were  minutely  invelligated,  well 
a&derftood,  and  freely  alTeried ;  and  more  recently,  by  the  aA 
of  33  George  II.  which  recites  the  ufcfulnefs  and  ahfolute  ne. 
cefEty  of  the  African  trade.  Our  claim  of  compenfation  is  founded 
in,  and  fupported  by,  not  only  the  rules  of  natural  as  well  ai 
moral  juftice,  but  by  the  expefUtions  we  are  warrant«sl  to  enter- 
tain from  the  examples  of  compenfation  made  by  parliament  to  > 
(he  Royal  African  company,  for  the  refumption  of  their  land«> 
fiirtf,  &c.  &C.  (fee  ftat.  z;  Geo.  II.  c.  xl.  in  I7^_i,  and  to  the 
Britifh  merchants  and  owners  of  (hips  engaged  tn  the  African 
tnde,  for  lolTcs  fultained  by  them  in  conJequence  of  the  aA  for 
regulating  the  (hipping  aud  carrying  (laves  in  Britilh  velTels  froa 

the  coall  of  Africa,  pilled  in  th:  lait  felGon  of  the  Briti(h  parlia- 
ment :  and  it  is  our  opinion  that,  before  any  further  meafures 
towards  chQ  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  be  taken  by  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  commillioneri  ought  to  be  appointed  for 
■fcertainine  the  lolTcs  to  arife  therefrom.  • 

X.  Refolved,  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Joint  committee,  that 
dw  cfaargei  which  have  been  brought  againlt  the  planters  of  tlda 
ilbnd,  of  improper  and  inhuman  treatment  of  dot  SUvci,  rnKf 

pc  >» 
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1790.  cer.  Hence  he  has  taken  the  iaft  pan  of  his  calcUf 
Part  11.  lation  from  the  Infpeaor-General'a  account,  whieJi 
Wpw-«^  reaches  from  1772  to  1787.    The  fud  account  was 

delivered 

be  fully  refated  and  difpioTed  j  firft  by  an  >ppeal  to  our  Unn, 
■nd,  iecantUy,  by  the  evidence  of  reibeS&ble  men  v^  bare  tej 
iided  among  us,  and  have  baen  witaeflei  to  our  mannen.  Whit* 
ever  may  be  fa'd  of  out  ancient  Colonial  Slaye-latn,-  the  Afti 
vASkh  have  been  pafledi  within  the  Uft  ten  yean,  are  writtm  ill 
cHaraflenof  juilice,  mercy,  and  liberali^.  Concerning  the  gev 
neral  treatm'-nE  of  our  Haves,  we  refer  to  Uie  evidence  alreadj'pe^ 
fcnally  given  'o  the  Lordt  of  Jie  Council,  by  the  Bight  Hon.  Lat4 
Jtodney,  Sir  Peter  Parker.  Adm.  Barrington,  Sir  Jolhna  Rowley , 
Adminl  Hotham.  Vice  Admiral  Edwards,  and  Sir  Georg* 
Young  I  aod  to  the  funher  evidence  that  may  be  produced  from 
ventlemen  of  dara^r  in  England  who  have  reJtded  many  naif 
W  thia  i^and,  and  are  intiniately  acquainted  with  our  condnd  moX 
mannert.  We  conceive  that  the  teSimony  of  fach  perfbu  is  ni)- 
Snfwerabte  and  condaQve  t  and  Ihall  therefore  only  remark,  that 
it  b  notorious  our  Slaves,  in  general,  are  not  only  treated  witli 
kindneft  and  htnnanity.  but  tut  they  are  alfo  prate&ed  by  lav 
from  immoderate  ehaftifement  or  cruel  treatment,  and  enjoy  mom 
•afy,  ctHofbrtable,  and  happy  livei,  than  multitndci  of  the  Ia.« 
bourers  in  Great  Britain^ 

XI.  Relblved,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  joint  committee,  diat,^ 
in  can6denceofthe  validity  of  plantation  Security,  and  thefuppoft 
and  encouragement  the  fugar-colonies,  and  the  African  trade* 
have  hitherto  experienced  from  government,  the  metchanti  ui 
Great-Britain  have  been  induced  to  enter  in  very  large  advaace>i 
yndengageinexteniiveloan)  to  the  Weft-India  planten;  an4.  on 
die  faiui  of  an  ad  of  parliament,  paOed  on  pnrpofe  to  make  the 
receiving  of  ilx  per  cent,  on  colonial  fecurities  tawfiil  in  Grpat* 
Britain,  great  numbers  ot private  perfons  at  home  as  well  a:  tlw 
fnbjefls  of  foreign  ftates,  have  liVendTe  embarked  confiderablf. 
favu  on  mnrtgagei.  and  have  parchafed  annuities  to  a  very  largs 
amonnt  on  V^A-tndia  ctlatet  i  now  the  Have  trade  being  thejgreai; 
iburce  of  every  Well'India  improvement,  its  abolition  moniaev 
vitaUy  jtBiinifh  the  valoe  of  all  fuch  fecurities,  and  drive  di* 
creditors  to  iife  every  means  in  their  power  to  extricate  their 
property  from  fiich  a  precarioift  fituation ;  to  the  immediuuc. 
oaflrcfs  of  the  planters  and  their  families,  and  the  ultima^p  noa 
of  many  of  the  mortgagees  and  annuitants  themfelves. 

XII-  Relblved,  It  is  the  ounion  of  the  jtnnt  Committee,  tlut 
the  M«fent  value  of  property  m  this  iiland  may  be  ^ly  an^  reair 
fonably  eftimated  aa  follows ;  viz.  ijo.ooo  negroes,  at  51^  finv 
lingpefthead,  is  i2,;oo,oool.  The  patentee  lands,  tnih  $rir 
cre&ions,  and  the  perfonal  property  appertuning  therautOi 
M  doqilJc  the  ntu  of  the  B^rm  (iKUig  tM  iRoft  general  rule  of 


Jamaica; 


FtrttsK. 


MS 


(49?) 


ddivered  in  tml  read,  lad  ii  InlerRd  from  page  >790* 
497  CO  499  of  the  minutd  ac  large.  By  this  -ac-  P^rbll. 
count  a.  appean  that,  in  ' 

Tool  flkVM    Avenge 
Yetn      rcttined     per  Amu 

War  from    1739  to  1749— »o— 56^30 55*3 

Peace  from  1749  to  1735—  7— tS^+f— — ^235 

Warfrom    1756  to  1763      8—49368 671 

Peace  from  1764101775—12—88443 7370 

"War  from    1776  to  178a—  7—41536 5791 

Feacefrom  1783  w  1787—  5—32218  —  6444 

49  3>0440 

AVERAGES; 

War  45  years.  Peace  24  yean. 


6171 

579' 

3)»7485 
5818 


^^35 

-      7370 
6444 

3>0049 

6683 

5828 


Peace  annual  aven^  exceeds  var  855 
Aonual  average  retained  for  49  years  633  j 

C  c  2  Witntis 

MlojitiDii)  ajnoQnt  to  3e,ooo,oool.  ud the  utidc of  houfej  b the 
•owDSt  the  coaftinr  uid  trading  vefieli,  &c.  nujr  be  eftunited  at 
«ne  mdllton  ud  a  ulf  at  the  Ka& ;  it  appealing,  \>y  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Lordi  of  the  Privy  CDoncil,  that  the 
hoo&i  in  Kiogfton  and  Spanilh  Town  are  alone  worth  i  ,43811:1  il. 
fleriing.  The  total  is  thirty-niae  millions  of  pound*  Sterling  j 
^  whole  profits  and  produce  of  iriuch  capital,  u'alfbof  the  vi- 
rion bnnchei  (^  commerce  to  which  it  give^  rife,  center  in  Great 
Britain,  and  add  to  the  natioiial  wealth,  while  the  narigstion  nt- 
eelarjr  to  all  itt  bradchei,  eftablijihet  I  fticngth  whi^  wealth  en 
—^^ *-" — t  bahUKS. 


(    a«4    )  ...T 

Witnefs  examined^— ^Rosirt  Norrts,  Efqi 

Produced  a  paper,  tntitled,  "  An  iccoum  of  tlw 

pMtii  "  vefleis  and  amountof  thcircargoes,Dowemployfcd 

i[*\ _'  **  by  the  ni,erchants  of  Liverpool  in  the  African 

/.g*  1  *'  flave  tradcj  3d  March  '790."    It  was,.fcnt.hi0» 

-by  the  fetrctary  of  the  committee  of  African  mer- 

cnants  at  Liverpool.    He  beiievei  it  to  be  a  true 

l^tement  of  fa^s.     It  was  delivered  in   and  read| 

and  is  inferced  from-page  500  to  509,  of  the  printed 

minutes.     By  this  account  it  appears  that  there  weie 

then  139  (hips,  -24907  tons,  3853  fcamen,  etiiployeJ 

by  the  Liverpool  merchants  in  the  Have  trade  ;  that 

the  value  of  Ihips  and  outBt  was  £  361,608  :  or. :  id, 

and  the  total  amount  ]£  1,093,546  ;  oj.  :  9^. 

The  witnefs  alio  produced  ue  following  account 
and  lifts. 

An  account  of  the  number  of  men  difcharged  by 
the  mafter  tradefmfrn  of  Liverpool  employed  in  the 
Dave  trade,  and  who  are  now  out  of  work,  or  gone 
to  other  places,  from  the  reftridioos  laid  on  that 
trade  by  parliament,  with  their  cccupattons,  and 
wages  in  a  year.  This  account  is  dated  1 5th  March 
1790,  and  is  inferted  page  510  of  the  minutes  at 
large.  The  perfons  fpccified  in  it,  are  1607  tradef- 
men  and  labourers,  22  mailers  of  Qavc  (hips,  47 
mates,  356  feamen:  total  1432  perfons,  in  the 
fituations  defcribed.— N.  B.  In  1787,  there  were  only 
719  perfons  in  the  poor-houfe  of  Liverpool  j  but 
from  the  faid  reftriftions,  there  are  now  in  the  poor- 
houfe  1227:  increafe  508.  Added  to  theie,  the 
poor  relieved  out  of  the  houfe,  are  now  1060  i  and 
in  1787,  were  700:  increafe  340. 

A  lift  of  African  fhips  laid  up  in  Liverpool,  from 
the  reftriftions  on  the  trade,  inferted  page  51a  of 
-minutes  at  large:  tout  22  Ihips  of  5366  tons. 
P.  484.  A  lift  of  African  Ihips  fdd  out  of  the  trade,  or 
fent  on  other  voyages  from  the  faid  reftri&ioiu, 
iokncd  ibid.    Total  16  ihips  of  3061  tons. 


[    »5    3 


"W.lirD«s_Witnefs  ex*. — Capt.  JoHW  AsmliyHall 

Now  in  the  Weft-India  trade  from  London,  was    ^^90. 
in  the  African  trade  from  1773  to  1776  inclufivc.  Part II. 
Made  two  voyages  to  Africa  io  the  Neptune,  as  ^-"*^ 
third,  fecond  and  chief  mate :  touched  at  C.  Mounl^  (5'3-/ 
and  failed  along  fliore,  fomettmes  trading  for  rtcc 
to  C.  Palmas ;  failed  thence  the  firft  voyage  to  the 
liver  Del  Rey,  in  the  bight  of  Biaffra,  where  they 
flaved.  Second  voyage,  failed  from  C.  Palmas  to  Del 
Hey ;  but  the  trade  being  dull,  went  to  the  R.  Old  P-  ji4> 
Calabar. 

The  (laves  were  brought  on  board  by  the  black 
traders  [nnioned,  and  fometimes  4  or  5  with  collars 
chained  together. 

Thefe  traders  always  went  for  the  flaves,  after  th^. 
arrival  of  the  Ihip,  with  goods  they  got,  and  in  war 
canoes.  He  faw  from  $  to  lo  canoes  in  a  fleet, 
each  with  40  to  60  paddlers,  and  so  to  30  traders, 
and  other  people,  with  mu&ets,  fuppofe  one  to  each 
man,  with  a  3  or  4  pounder  lalhcd  on  the  bow ;  they 
were  generally  abfent  from  10  days  to  3  weeks. 

Often  alked  the  mode  of  buying  Qaves  inland; 
wai  told  by  the  traders  they  were  prifoners  of  war, 
and  fold  by  the  captors.  He  never  faw  a  flave 
brought  on  board  with  a  frefh  wound,  and  a  few 
with  old  fears. 

Often  aflced  them  how  they  became  Qaves :  they 
conftantly  laid,  either  furprized  in  their  towns,  at 
work  in  the  fields,  or  taken  in  fixed  battle. 

Often  faw  flaves  brought  on  board  from  S  to  ■}  F,  315. 
years  old,  always  without  relations ;  never  knew 
but  one  inllance  to  the  contrary,  which  was  a  woman 
with  a  fucking  child  about  6  weeks  old. 

The  trade  in  the  rivers  Calabar  and  Del  Rey  is 
carried  on  by  means  of  pawns,  who  very  often  are 
children  of  the  traders!     They  were  always  parti* 
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1790.  cularl7  antious  is  to  thf  hte  of  the  pawns,  mA 

Vui  II.  feemed  much  diftreOed  when  fufjucious  of  the  Ihip'j 

*— »— '  failing  away  wfth  them. 

'  Never  faw  more  guns  in  the  king's  and  principal 
trader's  houfes  than  appeared  for  urc ;  heVet  anj 
trade  guns  but  of  a  betrer  fort.  On  the  fea  coaft- 
the^  were  afraid  ro  fire  a  trade  gon. 

tn  Old  Calabar  river  are  two  towns>  Old  Town  anJ 
New  Town.  A  rivaKhip  in  trade  produced  a  JCJP 
loufy  between  the  towns  -,  fo  that  through  fear  df 
each  otiier,  for  a  confiderable  time,  no  canoe  wotfld 
kave  their  towns  to  go  up  the  river  for  Haves  1 

(tn.)  which  happened  ini  767.  Hecorreds  an  errorof  ifi 
bciog  in  i768>  when  examined  before  the  Privy 
Council,  from  a  copy  he  has  fince  feen  of  the  de* 
pofition  of  William  Floyd,  mate  of  the  Indi^it 

(St6.}  Queen.  In  1767  feven  Ihips  lay  off  the  pohtt 
which  feparates  the  towns  j  fix  of  the  captains  in* 
vited  the  people  of  both  towns  on  board  on  S 
certain  iiyy  as  if  to  reconcile  them  :  at  the  lanl^ 
time  agreed  with  the  people  of  New  Town  to  cot 
off  all  the  Old  Town  people  who  Ihould  remain  on 
board  the  next  TTioming.  The  Old  Town  peo^lft 
perfuaded  of  the  Gnceritjr  of  the  captains'  propoiaf, 
went  on  board  in  great  numbers.  Next  morning  at 
B  o'clock  one  of  the  fhips  fired  a  gun,  as  a  figoitl 
to  commence  hoflilities.  Some  of  the  traders  were 
fecured  on  board,  fome  were  killed  in  refilling,  and 
fome  got  overboard  and  were  fired  upon.  When 
the  firing  began,  the  New  Town  people  who  were 
in  ambuQi  behind  the  point,  came  forward  add 
picked  up  the  people  of  Old  Town,  who  wer6 
Arinnning,  and  had  efcaped  the  firing.  After  the 
firing  was  over,  the  captains  of  5  of  the  fhips  ddi^ 
Tered  their  prifoners  (perfons  of  confequence)  to 
the  New  Town  canoes,  twoof  whom  were  beheaded 
ftlong  fide  the  lliips  t  the  inferior  prifonen  «cre 
carried  to-the  Weft-Iodiet.  One  of  the  captains^ 
ttbo  bad  fccurcd  three  of  the  king's  brothers,  ddt- 

vcred 
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vered  one  of  them  to  the  chief  man  of  New  Town,    1790* 
who  was  one  of  the  two  beheaded  along  fide ;  the  Part  IL 
other  brothers  he  kept  on  board,  pronufing,  when  t^-v-i^ 
the  (hip  was  flaved,  to  deliver  them  to  the  chief ' 
f  I        man  ofNew  Town.    His  flbip  was  foon  flaved  from 
H        this  promifcj  and  the  number  of  prifoners  made 
I        that  day ;  but  he  refufed  to  deliver  the  king's 
}  I        two  brothers,  and  carried  them  to  the  Wefl«Indies 
^  \       and  fold  them.    Thcnee  they  efcaped  to  Virginiaj^ 
f  .   *   imd  thence,  after  3  years,  to  Briftol;  where  the 
i  I       captain  who  brought  them,  fearing  he  had  xione 
I         wrongj  meditated  carrying  or  fending  them  back  tO 
s  Virginia*    Jones,  of  Briftol,  who  had  fliips  trading 

f         to  Old  Calabar,  had  them  taken  from  the  (hip 
(where  they  >Koere  in  irons)  by  Habeas  Corpus.  After 
i  I      W^juiry  how  they  were  brought  from  Africa,  tfaeyp   -.- 
t  I   •  were  liberated,  and  put  in  one  of  Jones's  ihips,  for    * 
.  2       Old  Calabar,  where  the  witnefs  was,  when  they  ar* 
nved  in  the  (hip  Cato,  Langdon.     They  faid  they 
were  treated  very  ill  in  the  Weft-Indies,  but  much 
better  in  Virginia. 

So  fatisfied  were  the  people  of  Old  Town,  in 
1767,  of  the  (incerity  of  the  captains  who  invited 
them,  and  of  the  New  Town  people  towards  4 
reconciliation,  that,  the  night  before  the  maflfacre, 
the  chief  man  of  Old  Town  gave  to  the  chief  man 
of  New  Town  one  of  his  favorite  women  as  a  wife. 
It  was  faid,  that  from  3  to  400  perfons  were  kille4 
that  day,  in  the  (hips,  in  the  water,  or  carried  off 
the  coaft, 

'  The  king  efcaped  from  the  (hip  he  wa»  in,  hy 
IfijUling  two  of  the  crew  who  attempted  to  (eize  him : 
he  then  got  into  a  one-man  canoe,  and  ^uidled  to 
die  (horei  a  6-pounder  from  one  of  the  (hip's  (buck 
die  canoe  to  pieces,  he  then  fwam  on  (hore  to  the 
woods  near  the  (hip,  and  reached  his  own  town  tho* 
clofely  purfued ;  it  was  faid  he  receivea  1 1  woiinds 

fiom  aiu(ket^(hoCr 

Captaua 


>    > 
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« 

7790.  Captain  Hall  in  his  firft  voyage  on  board  the 
Part  IL  Neptune,  hadthis  account  from  the  boatfwain,  Thomas 
i^i-v"-^  Ruttcr>  who,  in  1767,  had  been  boadwain  to 
the  Canterbury,  captain  Sparkes,  of  London,  and 
concerned  in  the  faid  mallacre ;  Ruttcr  told  him  the 
ftory  cxadUy  as  related,  and  never  varied  in  it ;  and 
alfo  from  the  king's  two  brothers,  who  agreed  exa£Uy 
with  Rutter. 

When  failing  along  the  windward  coaft,  he  oftciQ 
faw  canoes  hovering  about  the  Ihip  for  a  confiderable 
time,  after  much  intreaty  they  came  on  board,  but 
were  fo  fufpicious  that  they  kept  conftantly  near  the 
P.  518.  ^^P**  fi^^i  ^^  juj^P  overboard;  they  faid  they  were 
fearful  of  being  taken  off  the  coaft,  as  fome  of  their 
countrymen  had  been. 

The  Oaves  when  brought  on  board  to  be  (old  " 
always  appear  dejcftcd.     It  foon  wore  off  with  the 
young  flavcs,  and  fome  women ;  but  not  with  the 
men,  which  he  afcribed  to  their  being  forced  fix>m 
their  dcareft  connexions,  and  native  country. 

The  men  were  immediately  put  in  irons,  two  toge- 
ther, and  kept  in  irons,  hands  and  ket,  *till  their 
arrival  in  the  Weft  Indies,  qnlefs  taken  ill,  when  the 
irons  were  taken  ofK     Never  faw  a  female  in  irons. 

They  often  difagree  in  the  night  about  their  fleeping 
places ;  the  men  linked  together  often  fight,  when 
one  wants  perhaps  to  obey  the  calls  of  nature,  and 
the  other  is  unwilling  to  go  with  him. 

Their  ufual  food  on  board  was  horfe-beans,  rice 
P»  5'9»  ^^  y*^s,  with  a  litde  palm-oil  and  pepper.  They 
often  refiifed  to  eat,  efpecially  beans,  when  they  were 
corre6ted  with  a  cat  o'nine  tails.  He  has  known  their 
refufal  to  eat  attributed  to  fuUennefs,  when  owing  to 
ficknefs,  particularly  one  man  who  was  corre£tod 
moderately  for  not  eating,  and  was  found  dead  next 
morning. 

They  were  made  after  meals  to  jump  on  beating  t 
drum.  This  is  called  dancing.  When  they  Ttfmcd, 
they  were  compelled  by  the  cat. 

Often 
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'  Often  heard  them  ay  out  below  for  want  of  sir.  1790. 
Between  decks  is  fo  hot,  that  often  after  being  below  Part  II.' 
a  few  minutes,  his  fhirt  was  {b  wetted  by  perfpirationi.*'  "*»•'* 
that  he  could  have  wrung  it. 

Their  veflel  was  about  180  tons  by  regifter.  They 
purchaled  firft  voyage  about  270  Oaves:  the  fccond 
voyage  z8o.  In  the  firft  voy^  they  toft  he  thinlu 
20;  but  having  been  ill,  was  obliged  to  give  up  hls- 
joumal;  in  the  2d,  exactly  90.  Inthe  Weft-Indies  he  P.  540* 
found  the  lofs  of  flavcs  to  be  very  conGderable  on- 
board many  ihips :  Knew  fome  bury  half  their  cai^ 
fome  a  quaiter,  and  fome  a  third  1  it  was  very 
Uncommon  to  find  ftiips  without  fome  lofs  of  their- 
ftaves.  They  loft  10  feamen  the  firft  voyage  out  of 
23  i  and  the  fecond  voyage  9  out  of  30.  He  kept 
a  journal,  fo  that  the  fads  woe  mentioned  as  they  " 

haf^Kned. 

The  Venus  fuled  with  them  both  voyages,  belong- 
ing  to  the  fame  owners;  they  kept  company  to  me 
river  Del  Roy  the  firft  voyage,  where  they  flavedf 
that  fhip  buried  in  that  voyage  1 8  feamen  out  of  30. 
The  fccond  voyage  they  kept  company  to  the  river 
C^bar,  where  they  both  flaved,  and  in  that  voy:^ 
her  lofs  exceeded  their's  in  proportion  to  her  crew  j 
but  cannot  fpeak  cxaftly. 

In  his  2d  voyage  they  fpoke  to  the  York,  Adams, 
pn  the  windward  coaft ;  Ihe  bad  been  1  o  months  from 
jJverpool,  !iad  loft  51   of  her  people  including  6 
{nates,  out  of  7  5  men.  He  relates  this,  from  a  remark  p 
made  in  his  journal  on  the  day  they  fpoke  to  the    '  ^ 
York. 

*  In  May  1788,  two  ihips  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indiei 
£om  Afnea,  called  the  Hornet  and  Benfoni  they 
anchored  clofe  to  his  fhip.  He  went  on  board  ms 
Hornet,  and  was  told  they  had  loft  1 1  men  out  of 
j$i  n^Hiihe  Bepfop  came  to  anchor,  he  was  in  his 
•vniflupk  attd  could,  only  fee  2  whites  handing  the 
6uht  tlKreft^wsr^:  black  boys.  Oaves. 
fcr-i  ;  :,  .^iii  v.:  w,.^  4>:.d.    .  .  ^  tl* 
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179a  The  crews  of  the  African  ftups  when  they  armed 
IWt  II.  in  Ae  Weft-Indies,  were  generally  (he  did  not  know 
'^"1  *  a  lii^e  inftance  to  the  contrary)  in  a  fickly,  detnli- 
taced  llace;  the  feamen  who  were  difcharged  or  de- 
ferted  &om  thofe  (hips  in  the  Weft-Indies,  were  dw 
moft-m^rable  ob^eAs  he  ever  met  vnth.  He  often 
&w  them  with  dieir  toes  rotted  off,  their  legs  fwelled 
(D  the  fize  of  their  thighs,  and  ulcerated  all  overi 
fiich  was  dieir  ftate,  dut  however  inclined  Co  retiere 
tbem,  by  taking  them  into  their  fhips,  they  were 
deterred  by  not  having  furgeons  on  board  to  give 
them  the  neceffiiry  afliftance }  he  faw  them  on  the 
wfaat6  in  Andgua,  Borbadoes  and  Jamaica  (efycdaHf 
dte  two  laft)  laying  mider  the  cranes  and  balconiea 
ez[Hring,  and  fome  dead.  He  faw  laft  July  a  dead 
P.  5*2.  feamen  laying  on  the  wharf  in  Bridge  Town,  B«r- 
badoes,  wtio  had  been  landed  out  of  an  African  Ihipu 
'  Never  (hipped  an  African  feamen  in  any  voyage  he 
Aiade  to  the  vV  eft-Indies.  He  commanded  a  Weft- 
Indiamkn  10  years,  made  10  voyages,  and  never 
loft  but  one  Jeaman,  and  diat  was  through  intem- 
perance. Believes  the  African  trade  to  be  deftrudive 
to  feamen,  and  beyond  all  comparifon  with  any  trade 
lie  knows ;  believes  they  are  in  general  treated  widi 
great  barlurity  in  die  Dave  fliips ;  and  does  doc  know 
cf  thdr  bein§  iU-treated  in  any  other  fervice. 

On  the  windward  coaft  he  had  ieen  rice,  ivoiy, 
•nd  Malaguetta  pepper,  plantanes,  bananas,  yanu^ 
and  many  tropical  fruits  {  ^o  00  the  leeward  coa&, 
palm  oil,  ivory,  bar  wood,  and  moft  tropical  fiiui^ 
^  and  has  feefi  very  fine  fugar  canes  brought  on  board 

*  *  S*3*  the  ftiips.  Has  feen  traders  and  canoe  man  fmoakfaig 
cobaoeo  of  their  own  growth.  The  African  iks 
was  confidered  in  the  (hip  he  fuled  in  much-  hcaixier 
food  than  the  Caroline  nee  1  they  put  two  cnies  of 
waiter^  to  one  crue  of  Caroline  rice  1  and  three  cnaqt 
ofwater,  to  one  crue  of  the  Afrdan  Rce,  Hnbec*. 
atSoudi  Carolina,  but  never  law  rice  growingiibuc 
mfbnned  upon  eiiquif7  thac  k  pew  in  ftrampe)  had 
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feen  licegRmia  Afncft>  iaa  diyfml:  Ittsbou^tit   I790> 
on  the  wudwmrd  coaft  from  the  nathrcs,  who  brm^ht  P«r«  U. 
it  on  boaid  m  finall  canoes,  (often  with  only  cme  *  ■">"-< 
man)  had  been  ofien  on  Ihort  buying  it  in  the  Iliip's 
boats,  and  he  does  not  recoUedt  ever  loGag  any 
£x>m  the  furf. 

Has  feen  die  furf  at  Doimnique  and  St.  Kitt's»  full 
ju  hig^  as  he  ever  faw  it  on  the  windward  coaft.  On 
die  leeward  coaft>  he  was  in  the  rivers  were  there  was 
BO  furt. 

The  Europeans  who  trade  for  Oaves  in  the  big^tof  P.  514. 
BeoiD»  buy  great  quantities  of  yams  and  eddoes  from 
ifac  people  of  Femandipo,  where  he  had  often  been 
.6001  Del  Rcy  and  Calabar  to  buy  yams,  and  alwaya 
fiund  them  very  ready  to  trade.  The  fhips  &M1 
.Old  Calabar,  Del  Rey  and  the  Cameroons,  he  believes 
■11  fend  diither:  has  been  7  miles  in  the  inland  pan 
«f  Femandipo,  and  die  ^am  and  the  eddoc  plan- 
tatioos  he  always  found  in  the  big^eft  ordef,  and 
-much  more  fo  than  thofe  of  Calabar.  The  yams  were 
much  better  than  any  he  ever  fiiw  in  the  Weft-Indin. 

There  is  no  flave  trade  carried  on  by  die  natives  p^  .j. 
in  Femandipo,    but  fome  of  them  have  been  taken 
•ff  by  the  mips  and  boats  touching  there. 

At  Calabar  and  Del  Rev  the  oiUy  people  that  he 
iieard  called  (laves,  were  the  canoe  boys :  has  always 
JecD  the  flaves  treated  diere  with  great  kindncls  and 
bmiliaritVi  fb  much  fo  as  to  be  fbmetimes  difficult  to 
.diftinginjh  mafter  fiom  flave. 

He  believes  negroes  u>  be  as  ingenious  as  Euro- 
:peans,  under  the  uime  diftdvantages,  and  as  capatrie 
of  all  the  virtues :  he  never  law  diem  particularly 
indoleu,  when  there  was  an  opportunity  of  workii^ 
to  advantage. 

.^   He  quitted  the  ilave  trade  fiom  conviction,  that     , 
k  was  perfe^y  iU^^  and  founded  in  bloodL    He 
.could  often  have  h^  a  Ihip  in  that  fervice,  which  was 
4bcn  very  hicnuive  for  the  miften:  wu  ievxiidnaKV.  v^ 
.vhcn  aged  ai, 

Pda  ^vh 
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t79o>      Wu  often  on  Ihore  on  the  windward  coaft  in  the 

Part  II.  river  Calabar,  not  often  at  Del  Rcy.     Was  very 

^«*'^-"^  often  on  (horc  at  Calabar,  fomctimes  3  or  4  times  a 

day  to  bring  on  board  Qaves,  palm  oil,  and  utlier 

articles.     Quitted  the  trade  from  confcirntious  pria- 

ciples*  and  not  to  receive  a  legacy  in  the  Weft-Indiei. 

was  Grft  oiiered  the  command  of  an  African  Ibip  in 

T.  527<  Antigua,  by  Mr.  Taylor  in  1782;  and  from  Mr. 

Cox  in  1781  and  178a. 

P.  528.     He  faw  at  Calabar  in  the  poltelTion  of  the  king's 

two  brothers^  their  depofitions  taken  at  Briftol ;  and 

of  William  Floyd,  who  was  mate  of  oneof  theOiips 

when  the  tranfaAton  happened;  he  took  no  copy.  The 

'    namesoffomeof  the  Ihips  there  (i.e.  1  767)at Calabar, 

were  the  Duke  of  York,  Beaven,  of  Liverpool  t  the 

Edgar,    Lace,   of  Liverpool ;    the  Indian  Queen, 

Lewis,  of  Briftol  i  the  Nancy,  Maxwell,  of  Brillt^i 

the  Canterbury,    Sparks,    c^  London.      Was  told 

above  400  people  from  the  old  town  came  on  board 

p^  j..Q^the  Qiips,  and  mod  of  them  remained  all  night.  Has 

*        *faid  before  the  privy  council  that   the  Englifli  were 

as  well  received  after  the  tranfadion,  alluding  to  the 

time  he  went  thither. 

Believes  it  not  general  in  Guineamen  to  put  the 
firft  S  or  10  negroes  in  irons  ;  but  after  that,  every 
man  is  put  in  irons  when  he  comci  on  board,  and 
fo  continued,  unlefs  in  fickncfs,  till  they  reached  the 
Weft  Indies.     It  was  fo  in  his  (hip. 

Believes  the  boats  he  faw  going  from  Calabar  (in 
which  many  then  were  armed)  went  to  trade. 

Was  told  by  Capt.  Jeremiah  Smith,  that  the 
voyae*  before,  he  (Capt.  Hall)  was  with  his  brother, 
(which  was  in  1 772]  a  Capt.  Fox  had  taken  ofF  fome 
people  from  the  windward  coaft. 
P«  53**  Never  knew  a  ftjip  fail  away  without  giving  notice. 
Believes  the  calamity  of  the  fcamen,  mentioned  in 
page  521,  proceeded  in  general  from  the  fcurvy, 
ofcener  to  be  found  in  African  Ihips  than  in  anf 
others  ;  having  never  feca  a  man,  in  any  Ihip  that  he 
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had  failed  in,  with  the  fcurvy  tn  a  great  degree.     As  1 790. 
to  having  feen  people  in  Barbadoes,  with  that  cala>  Part  U. 
inity,  that  had  not  been  in  African  fliips.  has  feen  u-^r-^ 
people  labouring  under  the  black  fcurvy.     Does  not 
know  whether  ihe  fcurvy  produces  the  eSeft  men- 
uoned  on  the  toes  and  legs,  but  believes  i:  does. 

When  on  the  windward  coaft  they  were  two  Ihipi 
in  company  both  voyages^  and  procured  as  much 
rice  in  addition  to  what  they  had,  as  they  wanted. 
Has  feen  fields  of  rice.  The  mofi  diftant  plantation 
from  the  fea  he  has  feen,  was  from  ^  to  4  miles : 
the  rice  was  carried  to  the  Ihips  in  baOcets  on  perfons 
beads :  does  not  know  whether  he  could  have  got 
rice  to  load  alhip  of  aoo  tons.  Saw  but  little  ivory  p_  C7±, 
00  the  windward  coall,  which  was  brought  on  board 
io  canoes :  believes  on  the  leeward  coalt  they  might 
have  bought  about  3  tons  of  ivory  in  each  voyage,     p,  e-ts. 

Has  known  a  little  bread  given  now  and  then  to 
the  Tick  ;  procured  at  the  ifland  of  Annabona  fome 
cocoa>nuts  and  caflada  ftour,  of  which  occafionally 
gave  the  flaves  a  little,— and  the  fick  Haves  fome- 
timcs  had  a  dram  in  the  morning — confined  his 
anfwers  to  his  own  (hip. 

Suppofes  the  armed  canoes,  feen  in  Del  Rey  river, 
were  equipped  for  the  prote^ion  of  thofe  on  board 
them,  and  their  goods ;  but  believes  they  would  take 
any  opportunities  that  might  offer  of  leizing  and 
carrying  off*  any  perfons  whom  they  might  be  able 
to  furprize,  page  558. 

At  Calabar  and  Del  Rey  the  Oaves  were  always 
bought  by  the  captain's  j  on  the  wind*ard  coaft,  they  *^'  53* 
are  in  a  great  meafure  bought  in  boats  by  the  mates. 

Thinks  many  flaves  are  killed,  and  of  courfc  that 
jt  is  a  bloody  trade,  founded  his  opinion  on  having 
heard  fome  traders  fay  the  flaves  were  uken  in  war; 
and  from  fome  of  them  in  the  W.  Indies  having  tokl 
htm  they  were  kidnapt.  Said  before  the  privy  council  P.  537, 
lie  did  not  believe  wais  were  catered  into  on  the  fea* 
ceaft,  to  make  flaves. 
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173K>.       Heard  that  captains  Fidla-  and  Doyle,  of  Vmaf^ 

Part  IL  pooU  in  1775,  were  poifoned ;  but  believes  by  the 

^  i  ^  New  Town  peopie.  His  (hip  lay  abreaft  of  the 
Old  Town,  the  people  of  which  always  behaved 

^'  539*  very  well  to  his  Ihip.  Heard  that  the  natives  oil 
the  windward  coaft  detained  the  officers  of  fliipi 
a-fliore,  and  extorted  goods  for  their  releafe^  but 
never  faw  one  inftance.  Heard  that  they  attemptd 
to  feize  and  boarded  his  majefty*s  (hip  Chefterfield^ 
capt.  Barton,  off  cape  Palmas.  Has  hauxi,  but 
does  not  know,  that  ihey  attacked  trading  (hallops 
and  boats,  murdered  the  crew,  and  plundered  ^c 
goods  on  board  them:  and  fuch  anions  may  ta 
tome  inftances  be  the  probable  caufe  of  the  caution 
fl'ated,  when  they  came  on  board  our  (bips.  Brings 

P»  540*  ^^  journal  of  his  fecond  voyage.  The  evidence  of 
his  firft  voyage  was  from  memory,  having  loft  hn 
journal. 

Continued  fecond  mate  till  the  (hip  arrived  at 
Dominique,  and  came  home  chief  mate  *,  the  fecond 
voyage  he  was  fecond  mate,  and  came  home  chief 

p  _ .  mate  from  Jamaica.  His  duty,  as  (econd  mate,  was 
*  ^*  *  in  the  hold,  when  provifions  and  water  were  to  be 
(erved,  or  goods  wanted  for  trade ;  on  every  other 
occa(ion  he  deemed  his  duty  on  deck  and  in  the 
boats  necefTary.  In  the  middle  paflage  to  ferve  out 
proviQons  and  attend  on  the  quarter  deck  and  round* 
nou(e  when  the  Oaves  were  mefling|.  The  neceflary 
duty  con(i(b  in  overhauling  the  rigging,  going  on 
fhore  according  to  the  captain's  direSions,  and  any 
other  requifitc  duty.  When  fent  a-(horc  it  was  his 
duty  to  bring  on  board  fire-wood,  and  any  thing  elfe 
that  was  wanted.  Had  been  lent  to  Fernandipo  a» 
officer  of  the  boat  to  buy  yams  and  eddoes.  Never 
bought  (laves,  it  not  being  the  mate's  duty,  but  tkt 

F.  542.  captain's,  at  Del  Rey  and  Calabar.  Never  (lept  on 
(bore  in  Africa.  Wat  never  abfent  from  the  (hip 
moct  than  8  or  9  days  at  a  time,  when  he  tru(ied 

.  himfflf 
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~  himfelf  with  the  natives  t  *nd  gunrd  his  mfbrmadon  iTjra 
relitiog  to  the  Have  trade  from  the  traders,  who  all  Part  II. 
Ipeak  EnglUb.  *»-■*• 

On  the  different  parts  of  the  windward  coaft,  P.  543- 
vhe  he  bad  been,  he  landed  with  equal  fafety  as  at 
St.  Kitt's  and  Dominique.  The  furf  does  fonwtimea 
run  very  high  on  the  windward  coaft,  and  the  fea,  in 
(bme  puces,  breaks  at  fome  diBance  from  the  ftiorei 
l}ut  he  always  went  on  fiiore  without  meeting  with 
any  accident  to  the  people  or  boat  j  and  was  therv» 
Ik  thinks,  from  i6  days  103  weeks  each  voyage ) 
not  in  the  rainy  feafoo.  He  anchored  at  a  di(tance, 
and  went  on  (hore  in  a  fniall  boat  on  account  c^the 
fiirf.  Had  they  had  any  bulky  articles  to  take  into 
cIk  large  boat  they  could  havteffbded  it  in  the  fame 
manner  as  at  Dominique  and  St.  Kict  s,  whkh  is  by 
aocboring  near  the  uiore,  and  having  2  Qcids  from  p  ^.j 
tiiK  boats  ftern  tu  the  (hore,  which  is  the  way  of  ' 
taking  off  fugan  where  there  is  a  furf.  Where  they 
were  on  the  windward  coaft  they  could  not  have 
laaded  always,  but  believes  they  could  have  landed 
as  often  as  not ;  and  they  obfcrve  the  fame  precau- 
dons  in  landing  at  St.  Kitt's  antJ  Domiiuque  as  upon 
the  windward  coall.  At  Dominique  he  has  been  in 
Jlofeau  bay  I  and  at  St.  Kitt's  BifTeterre.  Thefe 
ports  are  u  the  leevard  of  the  iQand,  but  he  had 
trequently  known  the  fea  breeze  blow  very  fbong 
in  both  thefe  ports,  fo  as  to  do  mifcluef,  and  make 
landing  difficult.  The  trade  wind  generally  blow*  *  *  545> 
from  E.N.E  to  E.&E.-  and  continues  from  April  to 
July,  at  times  in  each  of  thofe  months.  When 
gotxls  were  to  be  fhipped  on  the  windward  coaft  he 
never  anchored  in  Che  large  boat  above  50  fathoms 
off  Ibore ;  and  ufed  the  fame  precautions  at  Domi- 
oitjue,  about  30  feet  diftance,  becauis  he  had  bulky  ,  - 
anicles  to  uke  in.  Saw  the  fame  precautions  ufed  P.  546. 
at  St..  Kitt's,  and  coulJ  have  gone  as  near  between 
case  Mcfurada  and  cape  Three  Points. 
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1790.       The  "iTory  bought  on  the  windward  coaft>  wm  all 

Fanll.  fmall;  he  bought  each  voyage  about  5  tons  of 

^— w-^  rice  on  the  windward  coaft,  which  was  got  in  from 

16  days  to  about  3   weeks.      Another  (hip,  ia 

company  both  voyages,  bought  about  as  much. 

1  he  rice  is  fometimcs  wet  with  fait  water,  when 
brought  in  the  little  canoe.     Believes  oftncr  dry. 
P*  547*  It  is  reddifl),  and  is  a  very  hearty  food. 

Thinks  exercife  neceffary  for  the  (laves  health, 
in  the  middle  paOTdge. 

He  never  knew  the  (laves  complain  of  being  cold 
in  the  ihip  he  bebnged  to,  which  had  grating,  but 
no  air-ports.  Kas  often  met  with  African  (hips 
without  aii-ports,  but  fince  he  left  the  trade  has 
feen  more  with  air-ports  coming  to  the  Weft'Indiet 
than  without. 

Moft  of  thofe  who  died  on  board  the  Neptune 
were  ^e  feamen,  had  no  tandfmen  on  board  in 
one  voyage,  but  the  cooper,  armourer,  and  car- 
penter's mate;  and  never  an  apprentice,  but  z 
p  .  boys  each  voyage.  Thinks  the  Venus  loft  all  her 
'  **^*^officers  the  firft  vdyage,  except  the  chief  mate  and 
Captain.  At  Annabona  feme  rocoa  nuts  and  caf- 
fada  floor?were  all  the  refrclhments  they  got.  He 
faw  fume  live  (lock,  plantains  and  bananas  brought 
atong-fide  his  (hipi  the  captain  bought  fome  of 
them  for  the  cabin,  but  the  (ick  (laves  had  no^ 
■  refrclhments  of  that  fort.  In  that  voyage  theJT' 
'  bad  a  dyfentery,  fo  that  the  captain  was  afraid  to 
give  them  plantaines  and  bananas  ;  and  they  had 
no  room  en  deck -for  fowl-coops,  nor  any  where^ 
except  in  one  of  the  fmall  boats,  coops  might 
have  been  lalbedonthe  .fliip's  quatters,  biic  wer^ 
not.  .      ■  .       ,  1 

p.  5;0.  '  It  13  very  h«;h  land  at^-Fernaridipo, -and*  ittdcif 
;  rain  falls  there- in  the  rainy  fea;'  Thd  yamS  are 
ittuch  better  than  at  Calabar,  he  thinks  from  thir 
difference  of  the  foil,  and  the -people  of  Fernft-* 
dipo,  not  having  any  Qave  trade,  give  all  their 
attention  to  cuUivauon.  At 
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At  Fernandipo  in  his  ad  vovage,  a  boat  of  the  1790, 
Vcmis,  Smith,  which  had  been  fent  there  for  yams  Part  IK 
from  Calabar,  enticed  a  canoe  to  come  along  fide '—">'— ' 
with  about  Id  men  in  het}  as  (bon  as  Oie  got 
very  near,  the  men  fired  into  her  from  the  '(hip's 
boat,  on  which  t^ey  jumfjcd  over-board  ■,  foime  of 
them  were  woundtd,  ohc  was  taken  out  of  the 
water,  and  died  in  lefs  than  an  hour  in  the  boat ;  z 
others  were  taken  up  unhurt,  and  carried  to  Cala- 
bar to  the  (liip.  Captain  Smith  was  angry  at  the 
officer,  at^d  fent  another  officer  in  the  boat  to  land 
the  two  men  in  the  bay.  whence  they  were  taken, 
•immediately  after  the  boat  had  brought  off  thcfe 
two  perfons,  the  witijefs  went  into  the  bay  in  their 
9wn  long-boat,  and  fending  on  Ihorc  two  men  to 
Btl  water,  they  were  furrounded  by  the  natives, 
'  who  drove  three  fpcars  into  one  of  the  men,  and 
wounded  the  other  wiih  a  large  ftick,  in  confe- 
qocnre  of  taking  away  the  two  men  juft  meo- 
tione'd.  Knows  of  no  other  inftanrc.  It  was  faidP- 55i» 
they  had  difputed  with  the  people  on  fhofe  when 
tradinijwith  them  for  yams,  but  they  had  not  done 
any  of  the  boat's  crew  any  injury. 

Never  was  more  than  2  miles  from  the  ftiip, 
except  in  tfie  long  boat  to  Farnandipo.  When  he 
fpoke  of  1 5  leagues  up  the  river,  faid  the  fbip  lay 
at  anchor  ilu-reaboucs. 

He  never  faw  any  (laves  in  the  country  of  Del 
Rey  and  Calabar,  except  the  wdmen  and  canoe- 
men,  Firft  entered  into  the  Weft- India  trade,  «S  p,  5^4, 
commander  of  a  veflcl  from  London  in  1780;  be- 
tween lyjj  and  1780,  was  on  board  the  Tartar 
privateer.  As  to  the  property  acquired  on  board  9 
private  fhip  of  war  being  a  traffic  founded  in  blotxl, 
does  not  think  himfelf  competent  to  fpeak  to  it. 
The  Tartar  cairied  34  guns,  230  men  j  be  was  firft 
lieutenant. 

Knows  the  furf  to  ber  lefs  at  Woodbridge's  bay,  P.  544, 
'  than  3t  Rofeau.  and  has  heard  that  to  be  the  general 
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1790.  place  wherp  all  Guincamen  in  particular  bring  up 

j^art  II.  on  their  arrival,  and  where  they  fake  on  bqar4  their 

Civ-J  homeward -boi^nd  cargo.    '!^hp  larep  boats  come  to 

anchor  at  fpme  diftance  froip  the  more  at  Ba^etcrrei 

^*  SS5*  $t  Kitt'S)  which  is  open  p  the  foiith.     Has  noc 

JTeen  much  fugar  tal^q  off  from  St.  Kittys*    Docs 

not  know  Half-moop  t>a]r.  » 

Is  not  competent  ,tq  fpfalf  of  the  treatment  of  the 
flaves  in  We(^-Indie§:  ifilbes  to  decline  it:  hasoftqji 
hear^  t^at  the  furf  at  Bafleterre  \%  often  fo  high  ^ 
to  prevent  the  boats  from  ^king  off  fuga^  fqr  day| 
together. 

When  he  (aw  the  Bepfon  |n  the  ^eft-Indies,  h^ 
heard  diat  ihe  had  loft  3 1  peribn^. 

Has  feen  the  Have)  in  Afric^  ^^^^  ^^^  !h^ 
mafters. 

Difputes  were  the  caufes  he  generally  hes^xl  ai^ne4 
for  the  nadyes  of  Africa  detaining  the  officers  and 
crews  of  Ihips'  boats,  and  reauiring  a  ranfom  an^ 
retaliation. 

Rutter  tol4  him,  that  the  kipg  of  the  Q^  '^cmti 
cave  his  daughter  for  a  wife  to  the  chief  trader  of  the 
New  Town,  but  the  twq  king's  brothers  laid  ^e  wa^ 
a  favorite  wonun. 
m  ccS. '   V^pt^  Smith  wa9  particularly  attentive  tp  the  fick 
failors  and  flave?.     He  rememh|cred  an  inftaiice  0^  a 
woman  being  boqght,  with  her  child  at^out  fix  wed^s 
old}   the  child  wa^  very  crofs  from  fuknefs,  and 
made  much  noife  at  night.     The  boatifwain  wifhc^ 
much  to  throw  it  overboard,  and  folicited  the  captajn 
for  permiftion  to  do  it,  alledgin^  it  woqld  not  live^ 
find.  If  it  did,  would  fetch  nothing  y  which  rec^u^ 
the  captain  rcfreivcd  ^iih  horror  and  ^etcftacion. 
ff*  55SI*  *  It  was  always  neceflary  fpr  the  perfon  to  have  a  ca^ 
wh6  attended  the  flaves,  in  mefTrnfir.  ajid  taking  their 
exercife ;  they  lometimes  received  a  few  ftrokes  wber^ 
they  refufed :  he  attended  by  the  captain's  ordcf^  but 
ufed  tht  cat  at  his  difcrecion« 


i%v  ;  . 
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kehifembenitbbmihiduettieycdtildnotlaiidwitli  1790^ 
ciihel-  of  the  Ibtp^s  boats  for  48  hours.  Part  IL 

One  of  ihfe  captains  at  Calabar  did  not  tomblne  »-">'-^ 
%itb  the  people  of  New  Calabar^  tofurprize  the  Old 
Town  peoplfe  i  but  knows  not  the  captain's  or  fliip'a 
taame.  _  ^ 

,      Kniw  a  rtaW  jump  Overboard  in  the  river  Del 
Key*  and  another  in  Antigua; 
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,  Sttrgeoii  in  his  Mf^efty's  tw-vy,  maAc  i  voyage  t6 
AfHca,  in  the  Elizabeth  of  370  cons>  John  Smidi,  froni 
London,  failed  10th  May,  i786iand  returned  6th  Dec. 
1789,  the  crew  and  flaves  were  as  well  treated  as  in 

.  any  other  ihip ;  took  on  board  602  flaves,  who  were  p,  fg^ 
ail  confined,  and  crowded  between  declu  at  night, 
during  the  voyage  i  (a  few  womtii  excepted)  wlien 
brou^t  on  board,  a  gloomy  peniiveneU  fcpmcd  to 

*  over  caft  their  countenance,  and  continued  in  a  great 
many.     They  loft  in  the  voyage  155  flaves,  of  whom 
there  were,  in  his  opinion,  two-thirds ;  the  primary 
taufe  of  whofe  death  mi^t  be  deemed  melancholy  t 
die  fymptons  of  their  diforders  generally  the  iame, 
and  he  does  not  recoiled  ever  to  have  cured  any  of* 
Aem  :  Another  reafon  for  believing  that  their  deaths 
might  be  afcribed  to  melancholy  from  their  finiadon 
Was,  that  fome  taken  ill,  who  had  not  the  melancholy^ 
took  medicines  with  very  good  cSe&..   He  heard  them  ^     j. 
&y,  in  their  language,  that  they  wilbcd  to  die,  and  was  "'  ^^' 
told  by  captain  Smith,  the  morulity  of  the  flaves,  w^ 
Owing  to  their  thinking  fo  much  of  their  fiCuationi 
The  lujt  prevailed  in  their  (hip,  which  he  cohceived  in 
a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  fame  caufe,  and  to  their 
renifing  fuftenance,  by  which  th^  became  dcb\!iiu!C£:\b 
but  die  flaves  had  no  other  very  fatal  difotdet.     n)A 
jMsvd  tite  naves  complain  of  heat  t  the  iU.  efftOis  «\a<^x 
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1790.  refulted  from  this,  and. their  confinement,  was  weak- 
tart  11.  ncfs,  and  fainting;  which  he  believed  had  been  the 
^•'  *  "•*  caufe  of  the  dcatli  of  Qaves,  having  feen  Ibme  die  a 
few  minutes  after  being  brought  up,  which  proceeded 
from  corrupted  air,  and  heat,  joinuy.  Has  feen  them 
go  down  apparently  quite  well  at  night,  and  foimd 
F.  564.  dead  in  the  morning  They  had  an  holpital,  but 
the  lick  flaves  lay  on  the  bare  planks,  which  by  the 
motion  of  the  veffel,  often  cauftd  excoriations  from 
the  prominent  parts  of  the  body.  The  lois  of  men 
was  greater  than  that  of  women.  The  men  were 
generally  kept  in  irons,  the  fickly  excepted.  Thinks 
this  trade  could  not  be  purfued  (afely,  if  the  men  were 
not  in  general  in  irons.  They  attempted  to  rife  od 
them  at  Bonny;  a  few  of  them  jumped  over-board, 
and  were  picked  up.  The  flaves  on  being  brought 
P.  565,  on  deck,  are  placed  clofe  to  each  othetj  and  on  each 
of  their  irons  there  is  a  ring,  through  which  a  chain  is- 
rolled,  and  faftenedwith  ring-bolts  to  the  deck,  by  a 
hook,  in  which  fituation  they  are  compelled  to  dance 
by  the  cat  often.  It  is  very  common  tor  the  flaves  to 
refijfc  fuftenancc ;  with  fuch,  gentle  means  are  uled,  i 
but  if  without  fuccefs,  the  cat  is  generally  applied : 
Slaves  appeared  much  crowded  below.  He  generally 
took  off  his  Ihoes  before  going  down,  and  was  very 
cautious  how  he  walked,  left  he  ftiould  tread  on  them. 

■  Three  veffels  belonging  to  the  fame  houfe  as  their's, 
failed  to  the  coaft  for  flaves. — Elizabeth,  Wallis,  and 
the  Favourite,  Bamfield,  both  of  London ;  and  the 

.  Elizabeth,  Marftiall.  The  Elizabeth,  WaUis,  the  firft 
F.500,  voyage  bought  about  450  flaves,  and  buried  above  aoo 
before  Kcr  arrival  in  the  river  Plate,  as  he  was  told  by 
the  Commiflioner  of  the  Royal  Phillippine  Company 
of  Spain.  The  Favourite  bought  466  in  Africa ;  her 
mortality  73,  and  delivery  393  in  the  river  Plate,  as 
he  was  told  by  her  chief  mate  and  furgeon.  The 
Elizabeth,  MarfliaU,  bought  546}    mortality   158; 

■  delivery  388,  astold  by  Mr.  Duffin.  There  were  2 
Or  $m  captain  Mai&w&  &vv^  u^  ^«  Cmall  pox,  when 
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0ie  arrived  in  Ac  river  Plate )  and  after  delivtiy  of  the  tjgth' 

Cargoes  of  die  3  lhips>  220  Haves  died  b^  this  dilbrder»  Part  tti 
which  he  knows,  by  being  appointed,  with  the  Spanifh  '  -^m* 
furgeon,  to  ;ake  care  of  the  negroes  on  ihore.     His 
ftiip's  company  were  55  in  all ;  of  which  they  loft  r  8,  P-  5^h 
viz.  16  by  ficknefs,  and  2  drowned.     Of  the  crew  <rf" 
the  EUzabcth,  MarfhaJl,  he  was  told  by  the  furgeoot 
the  mortality  was  37,  (a  woman  found  means  to  gee 
rope-yarn,  die  night  preceding,  which  fhe  tied  to  ,the 
head  of  die  armourer's  vice,  then  in   the  woman's 
room;    fhe  fattened  it  round  her  neck,  and  in  the 
morning  was  found  dead,  whence  it  appeared,  flie  muft 
have  ulcd  great  exertions  to  accomplilh  her  end.     A 
young  woman  alfo  hanged  herfelf^  by  tying  rope-yam 
'.to  a  batten,  near  her  ufual  fteeping  place,  and  flippii^ 
off  the  platform ;  the  next  morning  fhe  was  found 
warm,  and  he  ufed  the  proper  means  for  her  recovery, 
but  in  vain.     Among  many  cafes  where  force  was 
neceflary  to  oblige  the  flaves  to  take  food,  he  would 
relate    that  of  a  young   man,  who,   he  conceived, 
ftarved  himlelf  i  he  had  not  been  very  long  onboard 
before  he  perceived  him  get  thin ;  they  found  he  had 
iiot.uken  his  food,  and  refufed  taking  any;  mild 
means  were  ufed  to  divert  him  from  his  reiolution ; 
they  endeavoured  to  make  him  undcrftand  that  he 
ftiould  have  any  xhhg  he  wifhed  for ;  -but  he  ftill 
refufed  to  eat  i  they  then  ufed  the  cat  with  as  little 
fucccfsi  he  always  kept  his  teeth  fo  faft,  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  gee  any  thing  down;  they  endeavoured 
to  introduce  a/peculum  erin  but  tl^e  points  were  too 
obtofe  to  enter;  and  next  tried  a  bolus  knife  without 
efFedt.     In  this  flate  he  was  4  or  5  days,  when  he 
was  brought  up  as  dead,  to  be  thrown  overboard  i 
but  he,  agreeable  to  h's  general  exprefs  directions, 
WIS  called   and    ufed  endeavours  to  recover   him, 
tho'  in  vain ;  two  days  afterwards  he  was  brought 
up  in  the  fame  ftaie  as   befdre  t  he  then  feemcd  to 
.  wilh  to  get  up,  they  abided  him  and  bfou|^t.Vt\tn.)St 
JO  the  mcphcCf  'when  in  a  feeble  voice,  \tv  V\^  c"^ 
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tffOL    tongue,  he  aflced  fof  wdfer,  which  Was  siven  hitri^ 

Part  IL  and  he  drank ;  they  began  to  have  hopes  ofdifiuadind 

^'    ^     *  him,  but  he  again  (hut  his  teeth  as  faft  a^  ^ver,  ana 

refolved  to  die,  which  on  the  9th  day  from  his  per- 

p^  ^(o, ccivable  refufal,  he  did:  has  kno^n    Oaves  jump 

overboard,  he  believes  to  drown  themfeves ;  could 

relate  two  inftances  in  their  own  (hip;  the  Brft,  whert 

oflF  Annabona,  a  flave  on  the  Tick  lift^  jumped  over- 

board,   and  was  picked  up  by  the  natives;    thd 

Ibcond,  when  at  lea;  the  captain  and  officers,  at 

dinner,  heard  the  alarm  o£  a  (lave  being  overboard, 

and  perceived  him  making  everv  exertion  to  drown 

himlelf,  by  putting  his  head  uncler  wat;  r,  and  lifting 

his  hands  up,  and  thus  went  down,  as  if  exulting 

that  he  got  away;    the  perfon  picked  up  in  the 

former  inftance,  died  foon  after :  the  (hip  is  fitted 

up  in  a  way  to  prevent  fuch  attempts,  by  high 

nettings  round  the  quarter  deck,   main  deck  and 

giop.  A  man  who  came  on  board  apparently  well, 
ortly  after  looked  melancholy  \  a  certain  wildnefs 
appeared  in  his  countenance ;  he  began  to  eat  his 
food  voracioufly,  and  fometimes  as  ifinfenfible  what 
it  was,  at  other  times  rcfufed  it  entirely ;  at  length 
he  became  noify,  and  called  out,  ••  armourer,"  who 
generally  took  the  drives  out  of  irons  when  neceflary : 
he  at  length  died  infane. 

An  inftance  on  board,  induced  him  to  believe 
they  were  as  affeftionate  as  moft  other  people.  At 
P.  67c*  Bonny,  one  of  the  people  called  Breeches,  of  the 
higher  clafs  was  brought  on  board.  He  feemed  to 
take  his  fituation  to  heart,  and  got  ill ;  but  from 
indulgencies,  which  none  of  the  reft  had,  he  partly 
recovered.  When  he  was  convalefccnt,  a  young 
woman,  was  alfo  brought  on  board,  who  proved  to 
be  his  fitter.  On  their  firft  meeting,  they  ftood'  in. 
filence,  and  Iboked  at  each  other  apparently  with 
;  the  greatcft  aflfeftion ;— they  rulhed  into  each  others 
«ra2»— embraced— feparatfd  thexsiclvcs  again~an4 
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^;ain  embraced.    The  witnefs  perceived  the  teirs  to  179a 
run  down  the  females  cheeks.      The  man  had  a  Part  tt. 

return  of  his  former  complaint,  and  his  fiftcr  attended  ^  >  ■' 
fiim  with  the  greateli  care ;  the  firft  thing  fiie  did  of 
>  morning,  was  to  come  to  the  wicnefs,  and  alk  how 
her  brother  did.-^He  at  length  died— on  the  newt 
pf  whjct),  the  fiAer  wept  bitterly,  tore  her  hair,  and 
fiiewed  other  figns  of  diftra^on.  They  carried  her 
fafe  to  South  America,  and  there  delivered  her. 

They  generally  found  more  females  than  males 
for  fale  on  the  coaft,  and  the  males  he  believed  fold 
fX.  the  higheft  price.  Thptt  were  80  (laves  fick  and 
on  recovery,  when  they  arrived  in  the  river  Plate. 

He  quirted  the  trade  becaufe  it  did  not  perfc&lv 
roinctde  yrith  his  ideas,  and  being  obliged  to  uw 
means  for  the  prcfervation  of  (he  cargo  contrary  to 
pis  feelings,  which  was  the  frequent  ufe  of  the  cat  p,  ^yj, 
pi  pHlige  them  to  take  their  food-,  and  even  in  the 
Ad  of  chaftifement  he  ha»  feen  the  (laves  look  up  ac 
him  with  a  fmile,  and,  in  their  own  language,  fay, 
■•  prefentiy  we  (hall  be  no  more."  There  never  wa» 
a  man  of  greater  frelings,  of  more  humanity,  or  who 
paid  wo:c  attention  to  the  prrfervation  of  the  Oaves 
for  the  fake  of  hts  employers,  flee,  than  the  capt.  of 
their  Ihip.  He  never  allowed  any  one  to  chaftili;  the 
payes  except  himfejf  and  the  furgcon.  Has  been 
told  by  the  furgeon  of  the  Elizabeth,  MarfhatI,  that 
while  fhey  l^y  at  tV  illand  of  ^t.  Thomas,  the  Hero, 
Wither?,  was  there,  ai^d  had  loft  159  naves  of  the 
fmall  Do:^.  In  the  riyer  Bonny  iie  was  on  board  a 
Spinim  vfflel,  under  American  colours,  the  St.  An- 
tonio. The  captain  ha4  buried  the  fqrgcon,  and  all 
theofliccrs  (theboatfivainexceptedj  and  mqftof  the 
Crew,  he  himfclf  was  taken  ill,  and  b^ged  \he  wit« 
pefs  mi^ht  attend  him.  He  did  fo,  but  he  died  going 
over  the  h,m  py  vfh\ch  mean;  a  Spanilh  gentleman 
(fupcfcargo  of  their  Jhip)  ^ent  down  to  this  veficl  j 
finding  Spanilh  papers  op  board,  he  put  officers  \n 
|ier  |iuin  th^ir  vcucl,  and  the  cwg  ocbcn  wl^ch  i^ere 
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.  part,  two  of  them  got  \ 
cfcaped,  but  wasftopp 
was  a  common  praftio 
ftory  ofun,  (607)  ncv( 
viour  thinks  his  vcracit 
cntruftcd  by  witnefs  wii 
he  loft  none«  alfu  by  the 
dogs,   large    enough  U 
Mount,  on  Windward  C 
maftiifs.     Africans  there 
price  for  fuch  dogs ;  (6( 
ones  at  Bonny  not  large 
(ibid)  was  told  by  Cap- 
common  pradice.  (607) 
P.  583,      In  3d  voyage  at  Bom 
on  board  big  with  child 
preter  how  (he  came  to  I 
mg  from  a  vifit  was  feizc 
hands  before  brought  on 
elderly  man  brought  on 
preter)  that   he  and  his 
leized  by  profcffed  kivlniij 
perfons   who    makr    ^'' 
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tied  that  he  (hould  go  with  capt.  Smithy  he  under-    1790. 
ftood  they  were  to  fail  to  Africa  to  take  in  flaves,  Part  IL 
and  deliver  them  to  commiflioneh  of  the  Philippine  ^-^-w 
Company  of  Spain  at  Montcvidcd  on  the  river  Plate. 
They  had  a  Spanilh  fupcrcargo,  furgeon,  boatfwain, 
and  mate  in  their  (hip.     The  flaves  attempting  to 
rife,  was  a  reafon  for  keeping  a  ftrifler  guard  over 
them  than  they  otherwiie  (hould  have  done.     Their 
(hip  had  proper  gratings  and  air-ports,  though  the 
negroes  complained  of  heat.      He  alfo  heard  the 
negroes  complain  of  cold,  and  defire  the  air- ports  to 
be  (hut,  when  they  got  near  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Plate.     They  fometimes  Rationed  a  white  nian  at 
night  in  the  men's  room.     Has  not  heard  melan- P«  579* 
'cholic  habit  afcribed  by  medical  men  as  a  caufe  of 
dyfentery.   Believes  the  melancholv  of  the  flaves  was 
the  reafon  of  their  not  eating,  they  became  weakt 
and  incapable  of  digefting  their  food ;  the  confe- 
quences  were  belly-ach,  and  a  dyfentery  general!/ 
•  enfued.     Debility  is  often  the  caufe  of  indigeftion. 
This  is  his  opinion.     Melancholy  or  grief  has  been 
held  by  phyficians  to  produce  a  coftive  habit.     The 
dyfentery  in  their  (hip,  he  believes,  was  in  fome 
;  meafure  contagious.     Debility  of  ftomach  increafes 
'  themelar.choly  :  are  obliged  to  give  medicines^  which 
'  their  weak  (late  is  fcarcely  able  to  bear.  Melancholy^ 
therefore,  the  remote  caufe  of  dyfentery. 
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Is  a  Surgeon,  has  been  four  voyages  to  Africa,  in  p,  ^8\. 
*3  of  them  to  Weft  Indies,  from  1780  or  lySt  to 
1787,  firft  in  the  Tartar,  Frazcr,  fecond  and  fourth 
Emilia,  Frazer,  third  Alexander,  Mc  Taggart, 
was  taken  in  firft  voyage  at  C  Mount,  in  the 
2d  went  to  windward  and  Grain  Coaft,  in  3d  and  ^  •^^ 
4th  to  Bight  of  Benin,  fuppofes  Slave  Tiadt  c\v\t«c^    "  ^ 
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1790.  fupplied  by  kidnapping  and  crimes;  believes  (0 

part  11.  bocaufe  on  fecond  voyage  at  C.  Mounts  a  man  was 

^     H  *  ^  brought  on  board  well  known  to  Frazer  and  his 

officers,  by  name  of  Cape  Mounr-Jack^  then  fpoke 

a  little  EngliHi,  was  very  tradable  and  leartied 

more.    He  faid  he  was  invited  one  evening  to 

.  drink  with  his  neighbours*     When  about  to  de- 

.  part,  two  of  them  eot  up  to  feize  him  ;  would  have 

cfcaped,  but  was  (topped  by  a  large  dog ;  faid  this    ^ 

was  a  common  practice  in  his  country ;  told  his 

ftory  often,  (607)  never  varied.     From  his  beh^* 

.  viour  thinks  his  veracity  might  be  relied  00  ;  was 

entrufted  by  witoefs  with  various  articles,  of  which 

he  loft  none«  alfo  by  the  failors.    Has  feen  fevenU 

dogs,  large    enough  to    hold    a  man  at  Capr 

Mount,  on  Windward  Coaft>    Tucker  has  1  or  s   ^ 

maftiifs.    Africans  there  will  always  give  a  good 

price  for  fuch  dogs ;  (.606)  has  feen  many  mall 

ones  at  Bonny  not  large  enough  to  hold  a  mao: 

(ibid)  was  told  by  Cape-Mount- Jack  this  waa  a 

common  pradice.  (607) 

p.  rgj.     In  3d  voyage  at  Bonny,  a  woman  was  brought 

on  board  big  with  child ;  afked  her  by  the  inter** 

prctcr  how  (he  came  to  be  fold  ;  faid  that  return-  ^ 

ing  from  a  vifit  was  feized,  pafled  through  feveral 

hands  before  brought  on  board.     Same  voyage  aa 

•  elderly  man  brought  on  board  faid,  (thro*  inter* 

preter)  that  he  and  his  fon  planting  yams  were 

lei  zed  by  profcfled  kidnappers,  by  which  he  mean^ 

perfons   who    make    kidnapping   their   conftant 

practice. (604)  (605) 

On  laft  V(y}'age  at  Bonny,  faw  a  canoe  came 
along  fide  belonging  to  Blundell  Foubre,  a  traderi 
faw  no  flaves  in  the  canoe  ;  two  traders  on  board 
handed  up  a  fine  ftout  fellow,  defired  he  might  be 
put  in  irons,  which  was  dircftly  done,  and  he  was 
paid  for  :  witnefs  enquiring  why  he  was  fold,  h^ 
laid  that  he  came  to  Bonny  to  the  Trailer's  houfe, 
who  alked  if  he  had  ever  feen  a  flap  ?  replying 

no  i 
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bo;  the  Trader  faid  he  would  treat  him  wit'i  the   pg?, 
fight,  and  he  was  fold ;  was  induced  to  be  the  more  Pa  til. 
curious  about  this  man,  from  his  appearing  amaz*  fc^y-^ 
ed  when  brought  on  deck.     Cannot  tell  wheihcr 
Frazer  knew  the  man  was  thus  trepanned,  but  he 
was  paid  for  on  board  the  Ihip.  (6*3) 

Capt.  Gould  of  the  Alert,  told  witnefs  he  had 
taken  a  man  from  little  C.  Mount.  He  was  tursed 
'  dut  of  the  brig  Alert,  perhaps  for  this. 

On  laft  voyage  landmg  feme  ilaves  at  Grenada, 
ene,  when  on  (here,  converfcd  with  a  Black  called 
Liverpool,  captain  of  a  fioop.  Witnefs  alking  the  "•  5*4* 
.  fubjeA  of  converfation,  he  faid  the  ilavc  knew  his 
parents  in  Africa,  and  totd  him  that  being  con- 
cerned in  kidnapping  fome  neighbours,  their 
friends  had  kidnapped  him,  or  caufcd  it  to  be 
done,  faid  this  was  a  common  practice  in  his 
country :  thinks  he  can  depend  on. the  authenticity 
of  thefe  inftances.  Neither  the  flaves  nor  himfelf 
had  any  interefl  in  mifreprefentation.  Does  not 
immediately  recollcA  any  others  within  his  own 
knowledge  -,  has  heard  an  hundred  other  ac- 
;counts. 

In  the  fecond  voyage,  two  black  traders  came 
in  a  canoe,  and  informed  the  Captain  there  wis 
trade  a  little  lower  down.  The  Captain  went  there 
and  finding  no  trade,  faid  he  would  not  be  made  . 
a  foot,  and  detained  one  of  the  canoe-men.  lii 
about  two  hours  a  very  fine  man  was  brought  or* 
board  and  fold,  and  the  canoe-roan  was  reteafed. 
Was  informed  by  a  Black  pilot  that  this  man  had 
committed  nocrimc,but  wasfurroimdedandfeized 
cm  the  beech,  and  brought  on  board. 

Is  induced  to  think  the  people  on  the  'Graia 
Coaft  arc  fome^m^s  carried  off  by  the  Europeans. 
They  Ihew  great  fufpicion  when  in  ftiips,  always  ^ 
ftand  as  near  the  gangway  as  they  can,  vid  on  the'* 
Icaft  alartn  jump  overboard. 

Ff  2  TVadi* 
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1790,      Thinks  crimes  are  i^ely  imputed  for  the  fake 
P^JI.  of  felling  the  afcufed.    On  the  id  voyage  at  R.  . 
^-s^  Ambris,  among  the  flaves  brought  on  board  was 
•P-f'S'one  who  had  the  craw-craw»  a  kind  ot  itch.  Was 
told  by  one  of  the  failors,  that  this  man  was  Sfhing 
in  the  river,  a  king's  officer  called  Mambooka> 
wanted  brandy  and  other. goods  in  the  boat,  but 
Jiaving  no  flave  to  buy  them  with,  accufcd  this 
man  with  extortion  in  the  fale  of  hjs  fifli,  and  after   ^ 
fome  kind  of  trial  on  the.beach,  condemned  him 
Co  be  fold.    Was  told  this  by  the  boat's  crew  who 
.were  afbore  when  it  happened,  who  told  it  as  of 
'  their  owa  knowledge,  (6i3) 
i     In  laft  voyage  was  affured   by  the  Rev.   Mr. 
Philip  Quackoo,  chaplain  to  C.  Egaitcaute,  the 
greatefl:  aumher  of  flaves   were  made  by  kid;  ^ 
napping. 

Has  heard  that  the  great  men  drcfs  up  and  cm? 
ploy  women  to  entice  young  men,  that  they  may 
be  convi&ed  of  adultery  and  fold. 

Children  were  brought  to  the  vcffel  to  be  fold 
'  almoft  every  day.  Never  recolleds  their  parents 
coming  with  them,  or  relations  known  to  befuch.  ^ 
Does  not  believe  many  flaves  are  prifoners  of 
▼ar,  as  we  underftand  the  word  war.  In  Africa 
a  piratical  expedition  for  making  flaves  is  termed 
P«  S,%6,  *"'"'•  31u"^ell  Foubrcs  before  -  mentioned,  at 
*  Bonny  faid  white  qien  went  to  war  like  fools  when 
they  knew  their  enemies  were  prepared.  7hey 
went  in  the  night,  fet  fire  to  the  town,  and  caught 
the  people  as  they  fled  from  the  flames,  ihis 
Trader  faid  this  praftice  was  very  common.608 

Does  not  recolleft  cyer  feeing  a  flave  wjih  a 
frclh  wound,  has  feen  their  wrifts  and  arms  exco- 
liated  by  the  country  ropes  they  were  tied  with. 

Has  never  heard  of  flaves  being  bred  in  Africa' 
^r  fale. 

Believes  violent  means  ar«  ufed  by  Europe^s  to. 
^ct  p^4*  ^  flayes.    Ife^rd  the  Captain  of  a 
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Briftol  {hip  fty  at  Bonny  when  his  traders  were  1790. , 
ilack,  he  Hred  a  gun  into  or  over  the  town,  to  Part  II.' 
freflien  their  way.    Capt.  Vickers  told  this  to'him  w-v— # 
and  other  people  of  the  (hip.  Has  Teen  no  inftance     -   ~ ' 
of  it  htmfeif  (609) 

■  Few  guns  kept  in  Africa  for  {hew ;  has  feeh 
great  numbers  lying  in  a  heap  with  other  goods  ; 
always  underftood  they  were  for  trade,  particularly 
at  Sonny.  Many  black  people  faid  thefe  ordinary 
trade  guns  kill  more  out  of  the  butt  than  the 
muzzle. 

■  Five  to  ten  Hzves,  more  or  lefs  generally  bought  P.  587. 
every  day,    greateft    numbers  come   from  fairs. 
L.arge  canoes,  fome  having  a  3  or  4  pounder  lathed 

on  tUcir  bows,  go  to  the  up-country,  in  8  or  10 
days  return  with  great  numbers  of  flaves  ;  heard 
once  to  the  amount  of  1200.  The  fliip  that  has- 
been  longed  in  the  river  has  firft  choice,  and  gene- 
rally fails  in  a  few  days.  People  in  thefe  canoes 
have  generally  cutlafles  ;  a  quantity  of  mufquets  is 
always  in  the  canoes,  cai^not  tell  for  what  ufe. 

Slaves  examined  generallv  by  the  fuigeon.  All 
he  has  feen  appear  dejefted  when  brought  onboard.  P.  588. 
Some  are  fo  the  whole  voyage,  others  till  they  die. 
Has  known  feveral  refufe  fuftenance  with  a  deCgn' 
to  ftarvc  themfclves ;  compulfion  ufcd  in  every 
ftip  he  has  been  in  to  induce  flaves  to  take  their 
food.  Has  known  many  inftances  of  their  refufing 
to  take  medicines  when  fick,  becaufe  they  wtfh  to 
■  die.  A  woman  on  board  the  Alexander,  was  de- 
jefted,  taken  ill  of  a  dyfentety,  and  refufed  both- 
food  and  medicine.  Being  aJked  by  the  interpreter 
whatihe  wanted,  (he  replied,  nothing  but  to  die — 
and  (he  did  die.  Many  other  (laves  ezprefledthe 
fame. 

A  great  miftake  in  his  evidence  before  the  Privy 
Council  refpe^ting  the  tonnage  of  the  (hip  he  faii'd 
in,  being  there  ftated  twice  the  real  (rze,  were  as 
pear  as  he  can  guels,  from  aoo  to  igo  xon%.   Otw 

VtcaxA 
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1 790.  fcccmd  voyage  purchnfed  aboui  300  ilavcs,  and 
Partllv^oft  between  30  aod  40.    In  the  Alexander,  pur* 
wv^  chafed  380^  loft  105  :    In  lad  voyage,  purchafed 
P.  589.  about  420,  and  loil  51  or  52. 

When  employed  in  (towing  ilaves  made  the 
mod  of  the  room  and  wedged  them  in,  they  had 
not  fo  much  room  as  a  man  in  his  eo/Bn  either  in 
leneth  or  breadth  impoffible  for  them  to  turn  ot 
{^itt  with  any  degree  of  eafcji  had  often  occafion  to 
go  fiom  one  iide  of  their  ropms  to  the  other  always 
took  off  his  (hoes,  but  could  not  avoid  pinching 
'  ..  them ;  has  themarks  on  his  feet  where  they  bit  and 
fcratched  him.  In  every  voyage  when  the  (hip 
was  full  they  complained  of  heat  and  want  of  atr» 
Confinement  in  this  (ituation  fo  injurious  that  ^aa 
known  them  go  down  apparently  in  ^ood  health  at 
night  and  found  dead  in  the  mornmg :  On  laft 
voyage  opened  a  (tout  nuin  who  fo  died,  found  the 
contents  of  the  thorax  and  al>domen  healthy,  con* 
qludes  he  died  for  want  of  fre(h  air ;  thinks  it 
poffible  he  might  have  died  ot  an  apoplexy,  bot 
thinks  that  was  not  the  cafe  in  this  in(tance.  (610) 
(6a6) 

The  furgeon  goes  below  the  firft  thing  every 
morning,  was  never  among  them  10  minutes,  but 
his  (hirt  was  wet  as  if  dipt  in  water.  The  Alex* 
ander  coming  out  of  Benny,  got  u-ground  on  the 
bar,  was  detained  there  6  or  7  days,  with  a  fireat 
fwell  and  heavy  rain  ;  air, ports  obliged  to  be  (hut 
and  part  of  gratings  on  weather-fide  covered ;  al- 
mo(t  all  the  men  Haves  taken  ill  with  the  flux ; 
p.  590.  l^ft  time  he  went  down  fo  hot,  he  to^^k  off  his  Ihirt^ 
more  than  20  had  fainted  or  were  fainting,  got 
feveral  hauled  on  deck,  a  or  3  died,  and  mo(t  of 
the  reft,  before  they  reached  the  W.  Indies  ;  was 
down  about  15  minutes,  and  made  fo  ill  that  could 
not  get  up  without  help,  was  taken  of  a  dyfentery 
and  difabled  from  doing  duty  the  re(t  of  the 
paflage^  ,       , 

A 
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A  place  in  evtry  ihip  for  fick  flaveSjTio  accom-  ,1790. 
modations  for  them,  lie  on  the  bare  planks,  hasparttl. 
Teen  frequently  thepiominent  part  of  the  bones  of  i—v-^ 
the  emaciated  about  flioulder  blade  and'  knees, 
bare.    If  plaiHer  or  bandage  applied  they  gene- 
rally remove  them. 

MoO:  prevalent  diforders  in  Negro-ftiipa  arie 
fevers  and  dyfenteries  -,  confeqiiences  of  numbers 
being  ill  of  the  latter  extremely  noxious ;  cannot 
conceive  any  fituatton  fo  dreadful  and  difguRing. 
In  the  Alexander,  deck  was  covered  with  blood 
and'  mucus,  refembled  a  flaughter  -  houfe  ;  the 
ftench  and  foul  air  were  intolerable,  from  being 
down  a  Ihort  time  in  the  Alexander  is  pcifwaded 
s  night's  confinemeni  in  that  (ituation  would  have 
dellroyed  him  (630)  thinks  as  the  tradefmrn  ftand 
many  of  thefe  inconveniencies  canno;  be  prevented. 

Never  could  recover  a  flave  from  a  bad  dyfen- 
tery,  thinks  it  cannot  be  done  while  the  caufe  re- 
mains, has  known  fome  few  Haves  recover  whoP>59t> 
feemed  not  to  refleft  much  on  their  fuuation. 
Appli<^  this  obfcrvation  to  (hip-board  (625)  prin- 
cipal caufes,  a  dtfeafed  mind,  fudden  tranfitioils 
from  heat  to  cold,  a  putrid  atmofphere,  wallowing 
in  their  own  excrement,  and  being  (hackled  toge- 
ther ;  men  die  in  twice  the  number  of  women,  who 
are  not  Ibackled,  believes  no  man  would  attempt 
to  carry  them  without  (hackling.  Slaves  (hackled 
together  frequently  quarrel ;  believes  in  all  Dave 
(hips  ;  In  each  appartment  are  3  or  4  tubs,  fiaves 
at  a  diftancc  find  it  difficult  to  get  over  orhcr 
(laves  to  them  ;  fomeiimes  if  one  wants,  bis  com- 
panion rffules  to  go;  if  relaxed,  one  exonerates, 
while  difputing  over  their  neighbours,  this  caxifes 
great  diflurbance.  In  the  Alexander,  h«  known 
s  or  3  indiinces  o(  a  dead  and  living  Have  found  ill 
;the  miirning  fhackled  together. 

On  lall  voyage  p'irchafed  18  male  negroes,  who 
■  were  pau  of  a  caiao  which  had  xofe  oa  tbe  vf\i\\.e^. 
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1790.    killed  all  but  3  or  4,  run  the  ftiip  on  fliore ;  moft 
^rtll.  were  taken  again.     Has  heard  of  infurredions  on 
'*^^-*  board  the  Vultuie  of  Liverpool,  and  the  Wafp  of 
Briftol. 

Slave  fhips  are  fitted  up  with  a  view  to  prevent 
Haves  jumping  over-board,  particularly  at  Bonny 
thefe  precautions  there  neceflary. 

Has  known  infUnces  q£  flaves  jumping  over* 
board.  In  the  Alejtander  one  forced  his  way 
thro*  the  netting  when  brought  on  board,  and  was 
drowned  or  devoured  by  the  (harks.  Same  voy- 
age, near  20  jumped  overboard  out  of  the  Enter- 
prize,  Wilfon,  as  did  a  number  out  of  a  large 
rrenchman ;  remembers  mining  a  iick  man  in  the 
Alexander,  whom  he  faw  over-night,  muft  have 
got  over-board.  On  laft  voyage,  a  fine  young 
woman  brought  on  board,  cried  continually,  re- 
fufed  her  food,  and  wafted  much  in  3  or  4  days, 
was  fent  on  (hore  to  Bonny  for  her  recovery,  foon 
P  became  chearful,  but  hearing  (he  was  to  be  fent 

'"■''Again  on  board  thip,  h>iog  herfelf,  as  was  informed 
by  Billy  Frazer.  (She  had  not  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe,  would  have  known  it  if  {he  had,  611) 

On  firft  voyage,  faw  at  Bonny,  on  board  the 
Emilia,  a  woman  chained  on  deck,  who  the  chief 
mate  faid  was  mad.  On  fecond  voyage,  had  a 
woman  on  board  whom  they  were  forced  to  chain 
at  certain  times,  in  a  lucid  interval,  was  Ibid  at 
Jamaica.  Afcribes  this  infanity  to  their  being 
torn  from  their  conned:ions  and  their  country. 

While  on  the  coaft,  the  irons  of  male  flaves 

examined  as  they    come   up  in    the  morning,  a 

:  large  chain  is  reeved  through  a  ring  on  the  fliac- 

kles  of  each,  thro'  ringbolts  on  deck  and  locked. 

They    are  made  to  jump  in   their  irons ;  this 

called  dancing  \ty   flave -dealers,   has  been  often 

P.rg4.defircd  in  every  ftiip   to  flog  fuch  as  would  not 

jump ;  hid  generally  a  cat  in  his  hand  among  the 

.      .     womeat 
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women}  the  chief  nute  bad  alfa^hc  bdieves,  a  oai  1 7901- r 
among  the  men.  PanlL  .'' 

Sein^  a&ed  It  in  cafe  of  (hips  Ariking  or  blow-  1    ijinj 
lag  up>,  ilaves  could  be  .dil-engaged  from  fistters 
fo  as  to  fwim  on  iHore ;  &y$  erery  man  looki  6rft  - 
to  ))ts    own  fafety.    On  fecond  voyage   a  fbip 
under  imperial  colours.  Cape.  Bell,  was  blown-up 
off  river  Galenas.    Was  informed   by  people  <w  , 
C^leoas  and    cape  Mount,   moft  of  men  ilaves 
were  drowned ;  tiad  one  woman  on  board  their . 
(hip  who   had   faved  herfelf  by  fwimming,  buc 
much  burnt ;  believes  others  were  faved  :    Wai 
informed  the  fhip  was  Englifii. 

Horfe-bcans  and  rice  principal  food  of  fla»es  od 
Windward  and  Gold  Coaft,  at  Bonny  one  meal  of 
yamsa.dav,  fometimes  a  little  bread  and  beef. 

In  the  firft  part  of  middle  paflage  each  ilave  iaP.595. 
illowcd  a  pint  and  |  of  waterdatly,  on  approaching  :Z 

the  illands  as  much  as  they  chufc ;  has  frequently, 
known  flaves  call  out  for  water  in  the  night,  owing 
to  the  heat  of  the  rooms. 

Hat  heard  (laves  fing  on  board,  the  fubjeds 
always  lamentations  for  lofs  of  country  and  friends.' 

Had  1  cfufed  flaves  in  every  voyage,  moft  in  the 
Alexander,  1 6  fold  by  audion,  i  or  3  as  low  as 
5  dollars  each  ;  was  informed  by  fome  of  the 
purchaicrs  that  they  all  died  before  they  failed. 

The  flavL-s  in  the  Emilia  and  Alexander  were 
fold  by  fcramble.  The  Emilia  was  darkened  by 
lails,  and  covered  round  j  men  flaves  placed  on 
main  deck,  women  on  quarter  deck.  Purchafers  p  pas', 
on  Ihore  were  informed  by  a  gun  when  falc  was 
opened.  A  great  number  with  cards  or  tallies  lA 
their  hands,  mfcribed  with  their  names,  came  oa 
board  and  rulbed  thro'  the  barricido  door  with  ■ 
the  ferocity  of  brutes ;  fome  had  3  OT  4  handker- 
chiefs tied  together  to  encircle  thofc  they  thought 
fit  tor  their  purpofe.  Ac  Grenada  th»-w^meii 
G  g  were 
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Seamen  in  the  African  Slave  Trade  are  treated  1790W 
with  the  greatefl  barbarity.   Have  no  lodging  at  all  nutU. 
except  in  frigate-built  (hips,  in  which  they  may  «»v"^ 
creep  under  the  forecaflle  or  afi-deck;     There  u      '    • 
a  tarpauling  over  the  booms ;  always  preferred 

'  being  in  the  rain  to  getting  under  it,  on  account  of 
the  noxious  effluvia  which  continually  rifes  thro* 
the  gratings. 

As  foon  as  the  flaves  were  fold,  the  feamen  rc-p  -  ■■ 
ceived  half  that  was  due  to  them  in  currency.  '"  * 

In  Frazer's  fliip  they  were  well  treated,  allowed 
a  dram  in  the  morning,  and  grog  in  the  evening  ; 
had  victuals  from  his  table  when  Ack  ;  he  always 
inquired  after  them  daily,  allowed  furgeon  to  give 
them  wine  when  proper.  Believes  Frazer  one  of 
the  beft  men  in  the  trade.  Saw  very  different 
treatment  in  another  (hip.  Sailors  were  knocked 
with  the  firft  thing  that  came  to  hand,  for  trifling 
or  imaginary  faults;  were  tied  up  and  flogged 
with  the  cat  frequently.  The  boatfwain  a  quiet 
inoffenfive  old  man,  having  fome  words  with  the 
mate  was  feverelv  beat,  had  one  or  two  teeth 
knocked  out,  faid  he  would  jump  overboard,  was 
tied  to  the  rail  of  quarter-deck,  and  a  pump-bolt 
put  in  his  mouth  as  a  gag ;  being  untied  was  put 
under  the  aft-deck  and  a  centinefplaced  over  hini 
all  night;  releafed  next  morning.  Same  voyage  a 
black  boy  beat  every  day  ;  once  after  being  beaten 
jumped  thro'  a  cabm  gun-port  into  the  river,  wii 
picked  up  by  a  canoe  ;  witnefs  gave  him  a  (hitt« 
afked  him  if  he  did  not  expert  to  bedcvutiredt^ 
the  Iharks ;  faid  he  did,  but  that  it  was  better  to 
be  killed  at  once  than  to  be  fo  cruelly  treated 

■  da:ly.  Same  voyage  a  man'^aten  feverely,  never 
heard  the  caufe.  Heard  one  Sullivan  a  feaman 
grumbling,  aJked  what  he  muttered  about  having 
been  never  ittufed  in  the  (hip.  Replied,  '*  If  Iain 
not,  I  cannot  bear  to  fee  my  ihip-mates  fo  cruelly 
ufed."  Same  night  the  man  who  had  been  beatea 
Gg  4  v^ 
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,(eamen  generally  went  out  better  than  they  came  1790. 
in,  but  thinks  tbeir.healch  Co  &r  deftroyed  as  never  PartIL 
to  be  pcrfedly  reftored.  >,-.^^^ 

The  produdions  obferved  on  the  coaft  of  Africa 
Were  cotton,  wai,  ivory,  gold,  avarictyof  woods, 
different  kinds  of  fpices,  wild  cinnamon,  all  the 
Tropical  fruits,  the  bcfl  rice  in  the  world,  tobacco, 
and  many  other  articles.  The  largcft  quantity  of 
unmanufaAured  cotton  he  faw  on  the  cualt;  was 
8baut4  or  5  pounds.  (6>4) 

Rice  is  cultivated  all  over  the  country,  has  feen  p  g^ 
at  with  his  glafs,  plaorations  of  rice  on  vei7  high 
ground,  particularly  at  Cape  Mount. 

In  fecond  voyage  faw  the  people  at  work  on  a 
plantation  bclongingto  a  black  mancalledTucker, 
at  Manna,  between  Cape  Mount  and  the  river 
Galenas.  Never  faw  or  heard  of  a  driver  there, 
they  feemcd  to  work  with  great  willingnefs  and 
feeming  fatisfaftion.  Thefe  were  all  men,  '605) 
never  law  women  at  work  in  Africa  out  of  doors 
(ibid.)  This  the  only  plantation  he  was  on  in 
Africa.C6o6)  Tucker  was  born  at  Sherbro',  fpokc 
exceeding  good  Englifli.(6o6) 

In  fame  voyage  purchafed  about  40  or  50  tons 
of  rice  at  Junk.  This  the  largcft  quantity  he  faw» 
believes  might  have  loaded  the  Ihip  at  Junk  and 
Cape  Mefurado  ;  the  natives  of  tho(e  places  faid 
they  had  plenty,  does  not  fpcak  with  preci- 
fion  as  to  the  quantity,  has  no  journal  to  produce  of 
the  (hip's  tranfa(ftions.C6i_9)  Never  heard  of  any  (gi^j 
bring  lofl:  in  the  futf ;  believes  it  was  not  ai  a  time 
when  the  furf  was  very  high;  it  was  the  rainy  fea- 
fon  ;  has  landed  at  Cape  Coall  in  a  canoe  belong- 
ing to  the  Caftle  3  puncheons  of  goods  and  a  hogf- 
head  of  tobacco  •,  loft  no  bulky  articles  in  attenint- 
ing  to  lar^d  them ;  thinks  he  has  feen  as  great  a  furf  (619.) 
at  St.  Chriftopher's  as  he  ever  did  on  the  coaft  ^f 
Africa. 
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Never  i»w  tay  perfbn  in  Africa  when  by  their  179a 
treatment  he  koevr  to  be  flaves ;  has  been  told  by  PutlL 
the  perfoDs  themfelves  thej^  were  flaves.  «— v^ 

As  to  the  caufe  of  <f^u(ung  his  employment 
as  forgeon  of  a  Guinea-man,  anfvreredt  that  in  his 
ill  and  and  voyages  reflected  little  on  the  jultic*  - 
of  the  trade.  On  the  laft  receded  more,  and  the 
more  he  did  the  more  he  was  convinced  that  it  is 
an  unnatural,  iniquitous  and  villainous  fade,  and 
could  not  reconcile  it  to  his  confcience. 

Could  have  continued  his  employment  he  be- 
lieves with  Captain  Frazer,  was  afterwards  folici- 
tod  reptaiedly  to  go  to  the  gold  coaft  by  Captain 
Thomlbn.  If  Clarkfon  applied  for  employment  for 
him  at  L.iverpool,  it  was  without  his  knowledge 

(613) 

Was  on  the  fhore  many  times  ax  Angola,  law  P.  6ot» 
members  ot  people  at  the  river  Ambris  wtih  beads 
and  crucifixes  about  their  necks;  they  appeared  to 
be  Roman  Catholics;  Mangova  one  of  the  King's  ■ 
OiEcers  told  him  they  were  pricfts  in  the  Country. 

Always  underllood  (hips  cannot  begin  to  trade  ^'^S* 
without  leave  of  the  King,  thinks  if  King  tefufcd, 
that  firing  a  gun  into  or  over  the  town  would  force 
a  trade;  dalhes  are  given  to  keep  the  King  in 
temper,  trade  might  be  Carried  on  by  Englilh  and 
French  without  the  King's  confcnt  if  they  cbofe 
at  all  times  in  their  power  to  batter  his  town  about 
his  ears  in  Bonny  River. 

Slaves  stponny  purchafed  with  iron  bars,  brandy, 
India  and  mancheller  cotton,  cloths,  guns,  gun- 
powder, brafs  pans  beads,  and  other  articles. 
Never  faw  pr  heard  of  gold  duft  at  Bonny. 

If  lUied  otherwifc  in  report  of  Privy  Coimcil, 
(heir  milUke  and  not  his.  Gold  an  article  of  ex- 
change on  gold  coaft. 

The  care  and  cleaniinefs  of  negroes  generally  at-  p,6io. 
tended  to  by  the  mates.    Ih  Frazer's  fiiips  mates 
^ways^aufedthe  Aaves  zooms  to  be  waihed  and 
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preferment,  has  employed  himfelf  in  ^^itiing  in-  1790* 
formation  about  the  fldve   trade,  went  with  hiin!?a;tll, 
from  Briftol  to  Liverpool  in   (1787)   or  (1788)  — ^^^ 
believes  his  travelling  cxpences  were  p  id  fey   the  P.6i6. 
commute  in  l..ondon,  is  out  of  pocket,  fj'nt  ni-jre 
than  he  received,  was  at  Liverpool  S  or  9    v^i^ks, 
returned  from  thence  to  Brillol.     Hits  fi.icegene* 
rally  refided  with  his  father  in  Briftol  .ti  ■vhum is 
confiderably  in  debt.     His  emoluments   t/.v-in  be 
quitted  the  trade  nearly  the  fame  as  when  he   en- 
tered  into  it,  Cajuain  Thomplon  in  178/ oEcied 
him  any  thmg  in  reafon  10  go  with  him. 

Cannot  converfe  in  the  African  languages  ;  the  p  fi,» 
knowledge  he  has  obtained  ot  their  taws  and  cuf-  '  ' 
toms,  has  been  from  perfons  employed  in  the  (hip 
u  interpreters,  watermen,  or  pilots :  At  Bonnjr 
talked  with  the  King,  Blundel  Foubre,  a  prin- 
cipal trader,  down  to  the  canoe  boys.  On  wind* 
ward  coall  has  talked  with  fome  of  the  firA  men. 
As  Tucker  and  Robin  Gray,  King  of  cape  Mount, 
but  not  on  the  manner  of  making  Haves,  they  noc 
troubling  themfelves  on  that  head.  Never  pro- 
fefled  to  know  the  hiilory  of  the  windward  coofl:  ; 
believes  the  natives  are  little  acquainted  with  any  , 

thing  out  of  their  own  towns  :  Has  bceft  often  on 
Oiore  on  the  windward  coaft.  Believes  the  King 
at  Bonny  never  does  any  thing  of  confequence 
without  confuhing  the  parliament  men ;  knows  n  g 
not  how  far  their  power  extends  ;  believes  a  book  '  '' 
which  was  produced  is  Capt.  Frazer*s  journal  or 
trade  book.  Cannot  fpeak  with  certainty  as  to 
^e  quantity  of  the  rice,  or  the  time  in  which  i^ 
was  (hipped ;  was  always  on  board  the  fliip  while 
the  rice  was  taking  in.  There  was  no  appareiiit 
difficulty  in  getting  this  quantity  (630)  thinks  th$ 
lime  agreed  was  6  wee'-  s,  if  wrong,  not  fo  intent 
tionally.  Rice  wu  brought  aloag-lide  in  a  canoe 
in  baikets ;  has  feen  fmall  quantities  brougjht  o& 
board  io  boxes  or  a^d  liquor-cafes;  liicnw  %cl<^- 
Hi  «A 
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Never  knew  Frazcr  refufe  any  likeljr  gtwJ  fc-  1790, 
male  ilaves;  knows  little  of  the  African  iaws;Firtin 
underftood  from  the  natives  that  kidnapping  was  s-^'-W 
an  avowed  praiftice,  i.  e.  a  very  common  {jraftice.  F.'^aj. 
Believes  all  the  captains  on  the  trade  wo.uld  pur- 
chafe  flaves,  knowmg  them  to  be  kidnapped. 

Has  been  at  Grenada  and  Jamaica,  and  touch*!  _^  ,  ., 
at  St.  Chriftopher's,  but  was  not  on  Ihore,  ftanding  *  •  "*'' 
off  and  on  at  St.  Kitt's,  faw  as  he  thought'a  great 
furf,  boats  fecmed  to  have  fome  difficulty  in  get-  p  , 
ting  thro'  it;    thinks  he  has  fecn  the  furf  on  thef"'"*7' 
windward  coaft  of  Africa  as  high  as  that  in  the  road 
of  Baflcterre. 

Never  a  flave  flogged  in  the  Britifti  Iflands ;  fai* 
one  who  had  been  feverely  flogged  ;  did  no(  en- 
quire by  whofe  authority  it  was  doneJ 

Never  faw  a  foldier  flogged,  fiai  feen  a  failor;  p_  gj'g'^ 
never  heard  of  a  foldier  dying  in  confeqdence  of 
flogging.    Has  been  iijfonned  flaves  are  flogged 
Dn  the  back  in  Grenada. 

Is  going  to  induce  the  Africans  to  cultivate  their 
country,  and  raife  fuch  articles  as  will  fpll  Jn  this 
tountry  in  exchange  for  our  manufaAuces-'— the 
plan  not  yet  entirely  fettled — has  no  fortune  -  ex- 
pedis  to  be  paid  by  his  employers.  The  Commit- 
tee for  the  abolition  of  the  SJave  Trade  not  con-  „  >  .  . 
cerned  ;  two  or  three  members  are  fubfcribers.       "•**9.» 

Slaves  focrouded  in  all  his  voyages  as  not  to 
have  more  room  to  lie  on  than  a  man  in  hts 
coffin,  told  the  privy  council  that  the  (liip  on  the 
fecond  voyage  was  not  much  crouded  becaufe  they 
had  not  the  farrte  number  as  in  the  laft. 

Has  not  heard  that  the  Europeans  go  up  th(f 
country  to  the  places  from  whence  the  flaves  are 
brought,  their  information  orj  the  manner  in  which 
flaves  are  made  is  from  the  black  traders  and  pur-  p.6i6, 
chafed  negroes.  Has  every  reafon  to  bilieve  from 
the  concurrent  teftimoiiy  of  others  that  the  praiftice 
of  firing  villages  for  the  purpofe  of  making  fti'^Ci 
does  j^eally  ezill,        Hh  2  Otk, 


the  capuios  at  that  time. 

Kdows  not  who  killed  hi 
been  done  from  fome  of  d 
lainks  fom  the  New  Town  p 
Town  people  were  along  fide 
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1790.      Weitnacuivtndoii<ioinl'inGdioufly,tabe«ude 
PutIL  a»es.    Tbe  chief  people  of  Old  Town  cancan 
»■■*-■<  burd  dM  E^iri  the  duke  (chief  muk  of  t>M 
Town)  was  to  han  met  them.    Came  onlMMM-at 
P.  634.  b^  P>ft  7  in  the  morning.     About  8  wttnefi-WM 
goiiw  to  breakout  with  a  man  calling^himftlf  41ng 
Of  Old  Town*  4  of  vhofe  laige  cinaes  wcfc  aloMK 
fidct  cannot  tell  where  the  others ^«rret  ins  jaS 
pouriog  out  cofiee  when  he  heard  a  Brings  khig^aid 
imo,  a  brother  of  his,  was^firing.     Went  on  deck 
with  the  king,  and  was  told  his  gunner  was 'kUhfd. 
King  went  into  his  canoe,  left  his  fon  -with  witnefi  M 
board.    Firing  lasted  10  or  15  minutes,  buc  cannoc 
be  certain.     The  canoes  were  then  moft  of  them 
:  a-fiern  of  his  fliip,  within  300  or  400  yards, 
^ad  not  time  to  make  obfcrvadons  of  the  two 
partiest  wanted  to  defend  himfelf;  was  no  further 
molcfted  I  tbe  canoes  were  gone.    The  fmall  arms 
are  always  loaden ;  they  were  locked  up ;  the  cheft 
was  broke  open  ;  key  aftcrrwards  found  in  the  gun- 
ner*! pocket.     None  of  his  people  concerned  in  the 
affray;  nogunstgreacorfmalt,  orevenapiftot,  fired  ' 
t.6^5-  from  his  Ihip ;  nor,  that  he  knuws,  from  any  other. 
1  he  king  killed  no  wie  on  board  his  Ihip,  nor  was 
the  k'ng>  uiat  he  knows,  on  board  any  other.     No 
flavcs  were  made  on  the  occaPian. 

'^'cnt  10  Old  Calabar  the  beginning  of  July,  failed 
fiift  week  in  December;  cannot  exactly  flate  when 
this  happened. 

Nev<  r  heard  the  Englifti  entered  into  this  bulinefi 
with  an  improper  view  •,  they  reaped  no  benefit  from 
if,  it  was  a.E-ainCI  the  trade.  Knows  of  no  confuU 
tation  of  the  Englilb  captains  about  this  difference. 

Never  Uopt  to  windward  but  twice.  Rice  crews 
holil  from  2  10  3  gallons  differ  in  diSercnt  parts  of 
the  coaH  ;  largefl  he  fjW  three  gallons. 

Brcakfjtlcd  with   the   Rev.    Mr.    Clarkfon   and 
P. 636.  i^4f_  Uaihboue  at  Mr.  Chaffcrs'i,  Liverpool.     Mr. 


/iieA. 


Lace« 


.Afod  aflccd  him:  Tome  queftidns  about  the  pro- 
jrtJce  of  Africa.  The  Calabar  bu5ne&  wa?  men-  Pali 
Ktioned.  Told  Mr.  Chaffers  fwho  afltetl  him)  he  ^ 
could  not  tell  how  man)'  blacks  were  killed  that 
dayt  chat  his  Ihipwa^  Bred  into,  his  gunner  lulted, 
and  that  he  did  noc  know  whether  they  did  not 
mean  to  facriHce  him.  Gave  no  advice  to  anjr  oi 
the  capuins  at  that  time. 

Knows  not  who  killed  his  gunner;  it  muft  have 
been  done  from  fome  of  the  canoes  at  a  diftance  : 
Utinks  fom  the  New  Town  people,  becaufe  the  Old 
Town  people  were  along  fide  his  &ip. 
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Witnefs  examined — Captain  Wilson. 

Was  between  five  and  fix  months  in  Africa,  be-   1790. 
tween  Cape  Blanco  and  the  River  Gambia,  in  1783  Part  II. 
and  1784,  as  commander  of  the  Jhip  Racehorfe,  and  <— v^ 
refilled  chiefly  at  Goree,  where  he  learnt  how  flavcs'*  3* 
were  generally  procured  for  the  trade,  as  matter  of"-  4* 
publick  notoriety,  from  frequent  converfations  with 
many  refpeftable  inhabitants,  thennfelves  traders  in 
flavcs,  (p.  13.)  who  fpoke  the  French,  EngUfli,  and 
negro  languages  j  and  who  were  frequently  at  his 
table. 

Slaves  are  principally  procured  for  the  flave-trade 
by  inteftine  wars;  kings  breaking  up  villages)  crimes, 
or  imputed  crimes;  and  kidnapping. 

Villages  are  broken  up  by  the  king's  troops  fur- 
rounding  them  in  the  night,  and  feizing  fuch  of  iV\t 

Numb.  3.  A  \n\\i\j\^i.^xa 


**   '^'"K  2* 


■• 


we  man  was  guilty  of  tl 
anfwercd,  that  was  of  no 

P.  6.     *17f^"«0;     Captain  W. 
.ividnappingwasacknow 

with  to  be  generally  preva 
epic  of  the  natives,  the  i 
tion,  fp.  17.)  who  never  c 
vcflcl  ,s  on  the  coaft;  and 
ali«lge  their  fears.     A  cot 

prcdeceflbr,  though  a  Moor, 

a  native  of  Senegal,  Ipo 

fluently,  and  had  difpafch 

Jr."annick  Majefty's  fervice 

^-  7.     Minutes)  was  kidnapped" 

h/X  T.''^^^^"ch  captain 
P.  8.  V'y  ^'l  inhumanity: 

Never  heard  of  flavcs  bei, 

Never  heard  of  the  praftic 
in  Africa,  and  is  morally  cert 
on  the  part  of  the  coaft  whe, 

Was  informed,  that  the  & 
were  abfolute,  but  more  or^ 
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cloths  beautifully  fine,  under  every  want  of  machi-   1790- 
ncry -,   alfo  very  curious  oraaments  of  gold,   and  Pare  II. 
weapons,  and  tools  of  iron,  which  their  experience  VorV 
makes  them  prefer  to  thoft  fent  from  hence,  which P*  ^4i* 
are  made  for  them.     On  this  account,  unmanufac- 
tured iron  is  preferred  by  them  in  their  barter  with 
us.     They  have  feveral  manufaftures  in  cane  and  P.  10. 
leather.     They  fupplied  the  (hips  and  Goree  with 
every  thing  they  could  raife,  produce,  or  with  fafety 
catch,    and  entirely  found   them   with    provifions» 
Perceived  no  indifpofition  to  labour  or  commerce  in 
the  Africans. 

According  to  his  experience,  the  Africans  are 
grateful  and  afFeftionate.  They  treated  him  mod: 
kindly  when  many  miles  up  their  country,  and  un- 
proteded,  and  numbers  ftied  tears  on  his  departure. 

The  natives  dare  not  explore  Africa  during  the 
continuance  of  the  flave-trade,  which  fubjefts  them  to 
the  rifk  of  being  kidnapped. 

Has  boarded  flave-(hipswhen  a  midfhipman— theP-  !'• 
ftench  intolerable — fuch  a  ftench  proceeded  from  two 
(he  believes  French)  which  anchored  to  windward  of 
his  fhip,  that  he  ordered  them  to  leeward  for  fear  of 
infedion,  and  alfo  ordered  that  no  pare  of  their 
crews  (hould  be  fufFered  to  board  her. 

Believes  the  flave-fliips  are  not  a  fource  of  fupplyP.  i2» 
to  the  Royal  navy.  He  never  would  recruit  his  (hip 
from  them,  even  when  (hort  of  his  compliment,  to 
which  he  attributes  not  having  loft  a  man  while  on 
the  coaft,  out  of  a  crew  of  about  100.  The  Guinea 
failors,  who  offered  themfelves  to  him,  beddes  their 
cadaverous  looks,  were  the  mod  filthy  vagabonds  he 
ever  faw.  Rather  than  take  into  his  ihip  feven  men 
who  were  wrecked  in  a  Guinea-man,  he  fed  them  on 
ihore,  and  fent  them  home  in  fome  tranfports. 

When  he  prefided  in  a  court  at  Goree,  aMarabooP.  13, 
fwore,  with  an  energy  which  evinced  the  truth  of  his 
evidence,  that  his  brother,  another  Maraboo,  had 
been  kidnapped  in  the  aft.  of  drinking,  facred  by 
their  religion,  at  the  inftigation  of  a  formal  ^onw- 

A  a  ^^t^ 


..-*  Oil  any  part  of  the  coaft 
with   as  much  cafe  and  confiden 
been  on  fnoie,   but  he  never  fav 
flave-fhip,  and  concludes  this  arof< 
able  fears  of  the  Africans. 
P.  14.       The  flaves  employed  by  the  Afric 
mafters,  and  are  fo  treated  as  fcarc 
guifliable  from  them. 

Guinea  failors  frequently  applied 
witnefs,  and  do  not  feem  attached 
in  other  trades. 

Has  bten  in  moft  of  the  Weft  I 
1762,  178 1,,  and  1782.     The  new-i 
|!|  appeared  dejeded,  and  very  difFereni 

Africa.   The  country  flaves  appeared 

and  bore  ftron^er  marks  of  flavery 

P«  15*  flavci,  many  ot  whom  (the  domeftic 

and  faucy.    A  great  proportion  of 

^  indelibly  marked  with  the  lalh.    Ha: 

working  in  clogs  and  pothooks.     H 

Sroes  placed  by  the  roadrfide,  in  t 
ate,  and  from  inauiries  on  the  fpot. 
that,  being  unfit  for  labour,  they  ar 
their  mafters  to  fubfift  on  chanr^-  ' 
undcrllonH    **-  - 
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to  his  native  country.    In  Africa  their  funerals  are   1790. 
attended  with  the  moft  mournful  cries.  Part  II. 

Has  been  great  part  of  his  life  in  America,  and   *-*¥*«* 
always  thought  the  Haves  better  treated  and  clothed, 
more  domcftic  and  happy,  marriages  among  them 
more  frequent,    and  fewer  imported  in  proportion 
than  in  the  Wed  India  iflands. 

Has  feen  fome  branded  with  letters,  which  he 
thought  were  not  made  in  Africa,  but  thcfe  were 
not  common. 

Has  long  entertained  a  mofl:  decided  opinion 
againft  the  jufticc  and  humanity  of  the  flive-trade. 

In  1761  he  was  a  midlhipman,  in  1781,  17^2,  aP.  17, 
firft  lieutenant  in  the  navy.  Never  refideJ  on  (hope 
or  lodged  on  a  fugar-plantation,  but  made  his  obfer- 
varions  wherever  he  occafionally  vtfited.  Was  fre-P.  18. 
qnentlyon  lliore  at  feveral  plantations  in  1781,1782, 
where  he  was  a  few  days  at  Anciguj,  and  five  or  fix 
jnonths  at  Jamaica. 


Witnefs  examined— Wadstroh. 

Mr.  Wadftrom  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  the  P.  18. 
Chief  Direftor  of  the  Affay  Office  there.     Was  in 
Africa  near  j  months,  in  1 7H7,  1788,  Cp-37)  with  Dr.  P.  19. 
Spaarrtnan,  engaged  by  the  King  of  Sweden  to  make 
difcoveries.    The  deriartment  allotted  to  witnefs  was 
mineralogy,  antiquities,  and  what  regards  the  ftate 
of  man.     They  had  the  protection  of  the  Senegal?,  ao. 
Company,  obtained  through  the  French  minifter,  at 
the  rcqueft  of  the  Swcdilh  AmbaUUdor,  as  appears 
from  letters  produced. 

Witnefs  vifited  the  coaft  from  Senegal  almoll  top,  21. 
Gambia,  thofe  parts  being  then  in  [he  hands  of  the 
French.  Was  on  Ihore  at  dilft-rent  times  feveral 
days,  and  once  or  twice  I'evcn  or  eight  days,  and  was 
up  the  river  Joal.  He  made  it  his  bufineii,  to  obtaia 
information,    and  coyld  always  convcitc  mt\v  Otvt 


ncral  pillage^  robbery  b 
deceit. 

The  general  pillage 
troops,  armed  and  on  hr 
wary.      Parties  were  fei 
king  BarbeflTin  almofl  e^ 
He  was  at  Joal,  accomp: 
fies,  which  the  French  G 
year,  with  prefents  to  the 
P.  23.   commerce.     It  is  cuftomi 
return  for  thefe  prcl'cnts. 
though  unwilling  to  pillaj 
means  of  a  conllant  into 
French  and  Mulattoes  oft 
agreed  every  morning  on  t; 
their  purpofe.     'When  fob 
reluctance  to  harrafs  his 
that   he  (hould   be  oblig< 
complained  that  the  inhabil 
coming  under  pretence  o 
make  him  infigniBcant  p 
liked  nor  wilhed  for:  that 
with  long  accounts,  debts 

tenfion*;  tvir^--- 
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of  his  dominions,  fince  it  is  the  cuftom  of  the  Mu-  1790. 
latto  merchants  (as  both  they  and  the  French  officers  Part  II. 
declare)  when  they  want  flaves,  to  go  to  the  kings*  *i*v*i» 
and  excite  them  to  pillageSf  which  are  ufually  prac- 
tifed  in  all  that  pan  of  the  coaft. 

King  of  Sallum  praftifes  the  pillage.      Witneft 
faw  27  (laves  from  Sallum,  23  of  whom  were  wo- 
men and  children,  thus  taken.   Was  told  by  captains?.  25. 
and  merchants  that  this  was  the  ul'ual  praftice. 

Was  told  by  merchants  at  Goree,  that  the  king  of 
Darnel  praftifcs  the  pillage. 

Robbery,  in  which  individuals  ftize  on  each  other,  P.  45, 
was  a  general  way  of  taking  fingle  flaves.  MentionsP.  26. 
a  woman  whom  he  faw  in  the  Captiveries,  and  a 
boy,  who  belonged  to  a  French  officer.  The  latter 
was  taken  in  the  interior  part  above  Cape  Rouge  by 
Aealth  from  his  parents,  and  declared  that  I'uch  rob- 
beries are  very  frequent  in  his  country.  The  former 
was  taken  at  Kufifque,  from  her  hufband  and  chil- 
dren. The  children  are  themfelves  articles  of  mer- 
chandize, if  not  fo  far  from  the  fhore  as  to  be  inca- 
pable of  walking  to  it.  Could  ftate  feveral  inlUncc3 
of  this  robbery  :  very  often  faw  negroes  thus  taken 
brought  to  Goree.  Ganna  of  Dacard  was  a  noted 
man-Healer,  and  employed  as  fuch  by  the  flave 
merchants  at  Goree.  Witnefs  was  very  near  being 
in  danger  of  being  taken  by  this  man  to  the  king  of 
Darnel,  then  at  war  with  the  French,  who  would 
have  demanded  a  high  ranfom  for  his  relcafej  he 
having  agreed  to  travel  to  Senegal  with  Ganna,  but 
the  great  Maraboo  of  the  village  cautioned  him  to 
beware,  and  on  his  return  to  Goree,  he  was  congra- 
tuiarcd  on  his  efcape  by  feveral  of  the  inhabitants. 

As  inflances  of  ftratagem  being  a  way  of  obtain- 
ing flaves,  wirncfs  mentions  a  if^to  whom  he  faw 
briiughi  from  Dacard,  where  he  was  on  a  vifit.  A 
Fti'iich  merchant  taking  a  fancy  to  him,  perfuadcd 
the  Village  to  feize  him.  He  was  taken  from  hisP.  17. 
wife,  who  wifhed  to  accompany  him,  but  the  mer- 
chant had  not  merchandize  enough  to  buy  botH. 
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1790.  The  village  agreed  with  the  merchant  about  his 
Part  II. price.  Witncfs  faw  him  at  Goree  on  the  day  of  his 
^-nro  arrival,  chained,  and  lying  on  the  ground^  exceed- 
ingly diftrcffed.  The  king  of  Sallum  prevailed  on 
a  woman  to  come  into  his  kingdom,  and  fell  him 
fome  miller.  On  her  arrival,  he  feized  and  fold  her 
to  a  French  officer,  with  whom  witnefs  faw  this 
woman  every  day  during  his  (lay  at  Goree. 

Was  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Louis  in  the  Senegal^  and 
on  the  Continent  near  the  river. 

All  the  flaves  fold  at  Senegal  are  brought  down 
the  river,  except  thofe  taken  by  the  robbery  of  the 
Moors  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  is  fometinies 
conduced  by  large  parties  in  what  are  called  petty 
wars.  Thefe  wars  are  promoted  by  prefents  given 
to  the  Moorifti  kings  regularly  every  year  by  the 
Senegal  Conrtpany,  to  engage  them  to  procure  as 
P.  28.  many  negroes  as  poffible,  and  to  prevent  gum-arabic 
from  being  carried  to  the  Englifti  at  Portandick. 
Witnefs  heard  this  from  the  inhabitants  and  French 
officers  at  Senegal,  and  from  the  Moors,  even  in  the 
prefence  of  the  Direftor  of  the  Company. 

King  Dalmanny  having  been  brought  up  as  a 
Grand  Maraboo,  prohibited  ftrong  liquors,  and  alfo 
the  flave-trade,  fo  as  not  even  to  fuffer  the  pafTage 
P.  29.  of  flaves  through  his  dominions ;  nor  would  he  re- 
ceive fome  valuable  prefents  fent  by  the  Company, 
to  induce  him  to  alter  his  refolution.  Witpeis  was 
fhewn  the  prefents  by  the  Direftor,  on  their  return. 
The  king's  dominions,  including  both  fi^es  of  the 
Senegal,  his  prohibition  Hopped  the  whole  trade 
with  Galam,  and  prevented  the  Company  from  re- 
ceiving 800  flaves,  which  they  had  purchafed  there. 
In  order  to  obtain  their  compliment  of  flaves  they 
had  recourfe  to  their  ufual  method  on  fimilar  occa- 
fions,  bribing  thc-^oors,  and  fupplying  them  with 
arms  and  ammunition,  to  feize  king  Dalmanny's 
fubjcfts.  By  January  12th,  1788,  when  witnefs 
arrived  at  Senegal,  50  were  taken,  whom  the  king 
defired  to  ranfom,  but  they  were  already  fent  to 

Cayenne, 
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Cayenne.    Some  were  brought  in  every  day  afECr-  1790. 
wards,  and  put  in  the  Company's  flave-hole^  in  aParc  IF. 
miferablc  ftate,  the  greater  pare  being  very  much  ^^"v*-^ 
wounded  by  fabres  and  bails.  TheDireftorcondudled'^'  3°* 
the  witnefs  thither,  with  Dr.  Spaarman,  whom  he 
confulced  as  a  medical  man  in  theirbehatf.    Witnefs 
particularly  remembers  one,    lying   in   his  blood, 
which  flowed  from  a  wound  made  by  a  ball  in  his 
fhouldcr. 

Mentions  an  inftance  of  a  (lavc-taker  being  him- 
felf  taken. 

Though  the  Company,  for  many  reafons,  fcldom 
purchared  Moors,  being  now  preffed  for  flavea,  to 
fulfill  their  agreement,  according  to  their  charter 
with  Government,  they  took  all  of  whatever  qua- 
lity. This  witnefs  heard  from  the  Director,  and  im- 
mediately  noted  it  down  in  his  journal. 

Was  told  by  the  French  officers,  that  EuropeanP.  31. 
(hips,    particularly  Dutch  and  Englifli,   frequently 
carry  off  natives,  by  treachery,  fronn  the  coali.  1 

Was  i  nformed  at  Goree,  by  Captain  Wignie,  from  \ 
Rochcllc,  who  was  juft  arrived  from  the  Gambia,  ■ 
that  a  little  before  his  departure  from  that  river,  ' 
three  EngUIh  vcflels  were  cut  off  by  the  natives,  1 
owing  to  the  captain  of  one  of  them,  who  had  his  ; 
cargo,  being  tempted  by  a  fair  wind  to  fail  away  \ 
with  feveral  of  the  free  negroes,  then  drinking  with  '; 
the  crew.  Sooh  afterwards  the  wind  changed,  and  '; 
he  was  driven  back,  fcized,  and  killrd,  with  all  hi%  ■. 
crew,  and  two  other  veffels.  Witnefs  has  by  acci-'j 
dent  met  with  the  infurcr  of  two  of  thefe  veflels,  in  ; 
London,  who  confirmed  the  above  fafts.  i 

Witnefs  has  very  often  fcen  the  merchants  defraud 
the  negroes  in  their  dealings  with  them.  There  are 
many  methods  of  deceiving  the  negroes  in  aimoft 
every  article. 

Thinks  the  negroes  underftandlngs    capable  ofP.  32. 
equal  improyement  with  whites. 

Thinks  the  Africans  very  honett  and  hofpitable  j 
often  paffed  days  and  nights  alone  with  t\\«n\,  -waV- 
Numb,  J.  B  o>iS. 
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^79'^-  out  the  leaft  fear,  and  was  treated  with  all  ciWiitf 
Part  II.  and  kindnefs ;  he  never  was  deceived  by  them. 
^"^^y^     Is  clearly  convinced,  that  the  negroes  furpafs  fuch 
Europeans  as  he  has  known,  in  afFedion,  and  are  ca- 
pable of  being  foon  brought  into  the  ftate  of  fociciy 
enjoyed  by  Europeans. 

Has  been  furprifed  at  their  induftry  in  manufac- 
turing cotton,  indigo,  iron,  foap,  wood,  pottery, 
leather,  and  other  articles.  They  work  gold  fo  well, 
that  witnefs  never  faw  better  wrought  trinkets  and 
ornaments  in  Europe.  They  manufafture  cloth  and 
leather  with  uncommon  neatnefs.  The  latter  they 
tan  and  work  into  faddles,  fandals,  and  a  variety 
P.  32.  of  ufeful  and  ornamental  articles.  The  former  they 
P.  23.  ^yc  blue,  yellow,  brown  and  orange.  The  blue  is 
produced  from  indigo.  The  indigo  grows  abun- 
dantly all  over  the  country,  fo  as  to  fpoil  their  ground 
for  millet  and  rice  plantations  ;  and  equal,  in  the 
opinion  of  merchants,  &c.  who  have  been  in  Ame- 
rica, to  the  bed  in  Carolina.  The  yellow  and  brown 
dyes  are  produced  from  vegetable  produftions  no- 
ticed by  Dr.  Spaarman.  Witnefs  has  in  his  collec- 
tion, a  kind  of  bean  ufed  in  dying,  and  carried  in 
quantities  on  camels  to  Morocco,  The  whole  army 
of  the  king  of  Darnel,  is  clothed  in  cloth  dyed 
orange,  and  brown.  They  forge  iron  very  dexte- 
roudy,  on  anvils  of  a  remarkably  hard  and  heavy 
wood,  when  they  cannot  get  ftone  for  the  purpofe. 

Witnefs  offered  to  fhew  fpecimens  of  the  produc- 
tions of  Africa,  raw  and  manufaftured,  which  he  had 
brought  with  him. 
P.  3;.  The  canoes  are  generally  made  by  negroes  near 
the  (horci  but  wood  of  a  fufficiently  clofe  texture 
being  fcldom  found  there  ;  this  is  brought  without 
being  hollowed,  from  the  interior  parts,  being  drawn 
by  a  great  number  of  negroes  (for  weeks  together) 
each  village  generally  undertaking  to  drag  it  to  the 
next,  and  receiving  in  return,  partly  European  mcr- 
chandife,  and  partly  filh  and  fait.  Salt  is  prepared 
from  fca- water  by  the  negroes.    The  ropes  arc  made 

of 
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of  a  kind  of  aloe,  and  when  well  made»  arc  exceed-  1790. 
ingly  ftrong,  this  aloe  grows  abundantly  on  the  Pare  II. 
coaft.  vy-v^ 

The  Africans  have  an  extraordinary  genius  for. 
commerce  and  induftry^  fully  equal  to  the  fuppiy  of 
their  wants.  They  would  extend  their  cultivation  P.  jj. 
and  manufactures,  if  in  fome  degree  civilized  (which 
it  would  be  eafy  to  efFeft,  were  not  the  flave  trado 
the  only  means  of  commerce;  and  it  would  be 
greatly  promoted  by  European  fciilers  not  going  thi- 
ther as  at  prefent,  with  the  fole  view  of  making  a 
fortune  ihortly,  and  then  returning  home)  and  if  the 
flavc  trade  did  not  occupy  the  minds  of  the  natives, 
who  are  continually  incited,  and  the  merchants  to 
engage  in  it,  and  have  no  encouragement  to  culti- 
vate their  country. 

Slaves  are  kept  by  the'nativcs  at  Goree  and  Sene- 
gal, but  fcarcely  any  on  the  continent.  They  arc 
very  well  treated,  and  never  fold,  left  there  Ihould  be 
an  infurreftion  among  the-irfcllow  Ilaves.  Even  the 
French  officers  at  Gorec  and  Senegal,  generally  ob- 
ferve  the  rule  of  not  felling  them,  very  ftriftly. 

The  itland  of  Goree  is  fupplied  by  free  negroes 
with  provifions,  from  the  continent. 

Rice  of  an  excellent  quality,  with  a  brownilh  huflt,P,  35. 
but  very  white  kernel,  is  cultivated  in  great  quan-P.  36. 
titles,  fouth  of  Sailum,  as  far  as  Gambia,  and  cfpc- 
cially  at  the  River  Caramanfa;  but  there  is  but  lit- 
tle north  of  Sailum.  Witnefs  has  feen  many  fmall 
vefTels  and  boats,  loaded  with  it,  for  the  fuppiy  not 
only  of  Goree  and  Senegal,  but  of  the  Clipping 
there  J  has  famples  of  it. 

Doctor  Spaarman  declared,  he  found  a  great  part» 
if  not  the  whole,  of  the  materia  medica  in  Africa, 
and  drugs  for  various  manufafturing  ufes. 

The  flavc  trade  makes  it  dangerous  for  the  ne- 
groes to  pafs  from  one  part  of  their  country  to  ano- 
ther, and  is  the  chief  hindrance  to  the  improvement 
of  their  cultivation,  lince  they  never  venture  into 
the  6elds,  unlcfs  very  well  armed. 

B  a  t\ft 
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1790.       The  negroes  print  their  cotton  cloths  with  wood« 

Part  li.enftampsi  haspatternsof  cloths  fo  printed. 

'^-^^V^^  He  refidcd  in  all  about  three  weeks  on  the  conti^ 
nent.  At  Joal  he  was  his  greateft  diftance  from  the 
fhore,  about  fix  miles.  When  there,  he  went  to 
feveral  villages,  Dacard,  Bain,  &c..  When  on  fhore, 
he  vifited  the  interior,  as  far  as  he  could  in  one  or 
two  days  Tas  his  time  permitted)  and  at  Dacard  and 
Bain  he  was  quite  alone  for  feveral  days,  and  went 
with  the  negroes  five  or  fix  miles  up  the  country. 
He  was  about  a  week  at  Senegal,  and  went  fome-* 
times  to  the  continent. 

p,  98.  His  evidence  is  the  refult  of  obfervation  and  in- 
formation on  the  fpot,  except  as  to  the  names  of  the 
veflcls  and  their  captains,  which  were  cut  off  in  the 
Gambia;  particulars  which  he  learnt  in  England. 

Kidnapping  is  not  allowed  by  the  laws  in  Africa, 
but  it  can  fcarccly  be  difcovered  by  the  kings,  ancj 
he  never  heard  of  an  inftance  of  its  being  puniftied  ; 
if  difcovered  it  would  be  punifhed,  he  believes,  and 
particularly  if  fome  European  trader  were  prcfent  at 
the  trial.  He  was  prcfent  at  atrial  for  fome  offence 
at  Joal,  when  the  king  was  incited  to  condemn  by 
the  Mulattoes  of  Goree,  who  wifhed  to  purchafe  the 
man  when  convifted ;  but  the  king  acquitted  him. 

There  are  fome  flaves  by  birth  on  the  coaft,  par-^ 
ticularly  at  Sallum,  but  few  higher  up  the  coaft  \  and 
on  the  continent  oppofite  Goree,  very  few.  The 
wealth  of  great  men  is  not  eftimated  from  the  num- 
ber  of  flaves  they  poflefs,  but  ^t  Sallum  from  the 
filver  and  European  merchandize;  and  higher  up 
the  coaft,  from  the  quantity  of  millet,  and  of  their 

P.  39.  cattle,  camels  and  horfcs.  The  king  of  Sallum  ge- 
nerally  takes  filver  for  his  flaves,  and  generally  kid- 
naps his  neighbours ;  but  higher  up  the  coaft,  the 
Hings  kidnap  their  own  fubjefts. 

Was  informed  by  the  mulattoes  at  Goree,  that 
I2CO  flaves  were  procured  at  Joal,  but  he  believes 
the  real  number  is  not  fo  great.  He  was  informed 
that  more  than  1000  flaves  were  procured  at  Senegal. 

The 
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The  manufaflures  fpccificd  are  carried  on  from  1790. 
Senegal  down  co  Goree.     The  negroes  are  pariicu-  Part  II, 
iarlylkilful  in  manufai^uring  iron  and  gold.     Thcy^-yO 
probably  derived  their  art,  with  regard  to  the  latter,  p.  ^g, 
from  the  Moors,  but  now  are  themiclve!.  the  ari^fts  1  p.  ^q, 
wicnefs  feeing  but  one  Moor  work  in  that  branch. 
They  are  equal  to  any  Euroj'can  goldlVnith  in  fiJIa- 
gree,  and  even  other  articles,  as  buckirs,  except  the 
chafes,  tongues,    and  anchors.     The  beft  manufac* 
ture  of  cotton  cloths  is  at  Solium,  which  is  prob<ibly 
chiefly  owing  to  the  gfiotlnels  of  the  cotton,  this  be- 
coming better  and  better   lower  down   the  coait. 
"Witnefs  has  fainplcs  manufactured  from  tiie  principal 
parts  of  the  coaft  where  he  was. 

The  Maraboos  in  fome  parts  deal  in  fiaves,  but 
generally  not.  They  fupport  thcmfelves  in  the  fame 
way  as  other  negroes. 

The  French  excite  not  only  petty  wars,  but  man- P.  43, 
dealing,  in  order  CO  obtain  Haves.  VVitnels  has  heard 
that  the  Englilh  and  Dutch  frequently  do  fo.  The 
Englifli  poflelfed  the  coaft  he  vifited,  previoully  top,  44, 
its  belonging  to  the  French.  He  never  heard  that 
the  praftices  he  has  mentioned  in  his  evidence,  were 
newly  introduced. 

As  far  as  he  knows,  all  the  fabres  on  the  coaft  are  P.  4J. 
from  Kurope. 

Except  working  ift  gold,  the  Moors  are  known 
for  no  induftry,  except  feizing  on  negroes,  and  col- 
lecting gum  aj'.ibic. 

At  Joal  the  king  has  a  certain  intereft  in  the  trade, 
but  no  particular  taxes;  king  Damel  Uaa  fome  taxes» 
but  no  regular  fyftcm  of  taxation  :  what  ihey  receive 
is  in  cattle  and  millet,  which  they  fell  in  great  quan- 
tities at  Goree. 

Never  heard  of  any  inftancc  of  the  king's  fending 
out  p.irries  to  enforce  the  paymt- nt  of  taxes  in  arrear. 

At  Sallum  the  trade  in  O^tvcs  is  aimoft  entirely  in 

the  hands  of  the  king.    Ac  Sin  the  king  has  the 

principal 
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1790.  principal  (hare,  but  fuffcrrs  his  fubjedts  to  trade  alio. 
Part  ILKing  Darnel  has  no  prerogative  in  this  trade. 
^^y^v^^^i  Was  told  by  two  French  captains,  and  French 
!*•  44«  perchant,  that  the  French  Guinea  (hips  are  provided 
ith  poifon,  with  which  they  may  deftroy  their  ne- 
groes, if  fubjedled  to  a  calm,  (hort  provi(ions,  or 
[contagious  (icknefs  ;  and  captain  Le  Loup  inftanced 
veflfcl  from  Brcft,  the  commander  of  which  was 
(obliged  to  poifon  his  (laves,  in  a  palTage  of  two  or 
jthree  months ;  but  20  reaching  the  Cape  out  of  a 
'cargo  of  500. 


Witncfs  Examined — George  Kooke. 

P.  45.       Was  at  Goree  from  May  6th  to  Auguft  i6th, 

^779- 
Never  faw  the  pillage  executed  by  the  king  of 

Darnel  on  his  villages,  or  wounded  people  brought 
from  thence;  he  always  underftood  that  when  he 
wanted  (laves  for  fale,  he  made  war  to  procure  them, 
and  docs  not  know  whether  this  war  was  of  the  na- 
ture of  a  marauding  expedition  or  not. 

He  knew  that  kidnapping  cook  place  in  the  neigh- 
P  4.6.  bourhood  of  Goree.     It  was  fpoken  of  as  a  common 
pradice.      It  was  reckoned  difgraceful  there,  but 
cannot  fpeak  as  to  the  opinion  on  the  continent.    As 
inftances  of  kidnapping,  he  remembers  two  or  three 
negroes  being  brought  to  Goree,  but  he  could  not 
difcover  by  whom.     At  their  requeft  he  immediately 
fent  them  back. 
P.  46,       It  was  propofed  to  him  by  three  captains  of  Eng- 
47j  48.  '*^  ^^^^  ^'P5  lyi^g  under  the  fort  of  Goree  to  kid- 
nap 100  or  150  men,  women,  and  children,  the  king 
of  DamePs  fubjefts,  (fome  of  whom  were  Maraboos) 
who  came  to  Goree  in  confequcnce  of  the  friendly 
intercourfe  between  him  and  Damel.     He  refufed, 
and  was  much  (hocked  by  the  propofition.     They 

faid 
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faid  fuch  things  had  been  done  by  a  former  governor,  f79o. 
but  the  chief  Maraboo  at  Rufifque  did  not  rccoUe£tPart  II. 
any  fuch  event.  1— ^r** 

As  to  the  natives  being  fraudulently  taken  off,  P.  46. 
recollefts  being  informed  by  a  Maraboo,  that  four  or 
five  of  the  king  of  Darnel's  fubjec^s  were  on  board  a 
merch  int  Oitp.  He  had  them  brought  on  Ihore,  and 
fcnt  to  the  king.  The  captain  faid  in  excufe,  that 
they  came  on  board  drunk,  and  that  he  meant  to 
fend  them  alhore. 


Witnefs  examined — Robert  Norris,  Efq. 

Says,  that  the  evidence  delivered  by  him  bcforcP.  50. 
the  Wivy  Council  (in  tlieir  Report  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons)  is,  he  thinks,  to  the  befl:  of  his  recollec- 
tion, a  corrnft  account  of  the  information  he  then 
gave  :  cannot  fpeak  with  precifion,  but  fuppofes  that 
the  primed  account  of  the  evidence  delivered  by  him 
at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  Bill 
for  rtgularing  the  tranfportation  of  Slaves,  is  a  cor- 
reft  ftaccmcnc  of  the  information  he  then  gave. 

Had  feveral  interviews  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clark-P*  5*' 
fon  at  Liverpool,  latter  part  of  1787,  who  exprclling 
a  with  to  have  rlie  flave-trade  aboliQied,  told  him  of 
fome  part  of  his  planj  which  was,  to  encourage  by 
bounties  a  trade  with  Africa  for  irs  natural  produce; 
and  to  I'ubjcft  veflels  in  the  flave-trade  to  a  licenfe 
tax,  from  which  to  defray  the  faid  bounty :  alfo 
fpoke  of  making  a  fctilemcnt  on  the  coaft,  and  thinks 
that  he  (Mr.  Norris)  propofed  Caramanfa  river,  as 
a  proper  place  :  that  (lave  fliips  ftiould  be  reftrifted 
from  bringing  home  Weft  India  produce  was  alio 
a  part  of  Mr.  Clarkfon's  planj  of  which  he  has  now 
given  the  lubftance.  Believes  he  faid  in  reply,  that 
confining  llave-lhips  entirely  to  the  flave- tradc,P- 5-' 
would  give  greater  latitude  to  Ibips  trading  in  Afri- 
can produce.    Thinks  he  could  not  fup^ofc  i\\c  \i\uv 
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•1790?  propofed,  could  abolifh  the  flave-tradc,  but  encotit^ 
Pare  II.  rage  a  trade  in  the  produftions  of  the  country.  Mr* 
CO/^  Clarklon  appeared  to  have  two  objefts,  viz.  to  con* 
firm  his  good  opinion  of  the  trade  for  the  natural 
produ6ls  of  Africa,  and  to  difcover  the  abufcs  in  the 
flave-trade.  He  difcovered  an  anxious  folicitude  t6 
cfFeft  the  abolition  of  the  flave- trade,  but  Mr.  N, 
could  not  conceive  that  he  could  accomplifh  it,  and 
it  was  not  an  immediate  but  a  gradual  abolition 
which  he  und^rllood  him  as  aiming  atj  for  he  rc- 
coUcfts,  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  wilhed  him  to  get  a  parti- 
cular friend  (Mr.  Falconbridge)  recommended  to  the 
command  of  a  flave  (hip. 

Underftood  abolition  of  the  flave-trade  to  be  the 
'  avowed  objeft  of  Mr.  C.  but  by  a  gradual  operation. 
Really  does  not  recolleft  what  he  then  thought  the 
propofitions  from  that  gentleman  would  efFeft ;  pre- 
fumes  he  thought  they  tended  to  a  gradual  abolition. 
P.  53.  He  gave  his  opinion  of  them  at  the  time  to  Mr.  C. 
who  is,  he  dares  fay,  more  able  than  himfelf,  at  this 
diftance  of  time,  to  recolle/ft  what  he  ftated  his  im- 
prefllons  to  be  ;  but  as  well  as  he  recoUeds,  it  was, 
that  they  tended  to  a  gradual  abolition ;  and  he  gave 
him  every  information  that  he  pofleffed  frankly  on 
this  fubject,  Mr.  C.  will,  he  dares  fay,  do  him  the 
juftice  to  fay,  he  heard  him  with  temper ;  and  though 
he  could  not  think  an  immediate  abolition  prafti- 
cable  or  politick,  yet  he  withheld  no  advice  on  the 
fubjeft  from  him. 

He  did  exprefs  his  concurrence  with  Mr.  C.  in  his 
objeft  as  llated  of  gradual  abolition,  and  ftill  enter- 
tains the  fame  opinion,  that  the  flave-trade  will  gra- 
dually come  to  the  abolition  he  wiihed  for. 

As  to  the  propofitions  above  alluded  to,  believes 
he  fuggefted  one  of  them  himfelf,  and  the  others  he 
thought  conducive  to  the  end  promoted. 

He  could  approve  of  no  abolition  of  the  flave- 
trade  that  was  not  compatible  with  the  fituarion  of 
the  Weft  India  iilands ;  and  when  the  neceffines  of 
planters  there  no  longer  required  the  aid  of  labourers 

from 
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from  Africa,  he  has  always  reckoned  that  the  trade  ;790. 
will  ceafe  of  itfelf.  Part  II. 

Is  not  cafuift  enough  to  decide  on  the  merits  or  '^-v^o 
demerits  of  the  flave-trade    on   any  other   ground, 
than  that  of  political  and  commercial  neceflity.      | 

Previous  to  the  period  referred  to,  he  had  formed  P.  54, 
his  own  private  opinion  -,  which  was,  that  the  fubjefts 
of  that  trade  are  in  general  more  happily  fituated  in 
the  colonies,  than  at  home ;  and  when  condufted  with 
propriety,  thinks  it  confiflent  with  his  notions  of  hu- 
ni^ity :  conceived  the  neccflitics  of  the  Weft  India 
idands  ought  to  prefcribe  the  continuance  of  tho 
flave-trade ;  for,  he  confidered  flavery  as  a  condition 
of  mankind  in  every  age,  and  in  every  country  -,  and 
whilft  the  neceflities  of  the  Weft  India  iflands  require 
a  fupply  of  African  flaves  (convinced  that  their  rtatc 
there,  is  in  general  as  happy  as  it  was  at'^home)  and 
whilft  thofe  neceflities  exift,  he  does  not  difcover  that 
the  caufe  of  humanity  is  violated  by  continuing  that 
trade. 

Did  not  think  the  neceflities  of  the  Weft  Indies 
fliould  prefcribe  the  extent  to  which  the  flave  trade 
ihould  be  carried  on,  as  well  as  the  continuance  of 
it;  for,  whilft  the  colonies  of  other  ftates  require  a 
fimilar  fupply  (which  they  would  endeavour  to  get 
for  themfclves)  as  a  commercial  man  he  confiders  we 
fhould  relinquifti  an  important  (hare  of  our  com- 
merce, were  we  to  regulate  it  by  the  neceflities  of  the 
Britifh  colonies  alone.  Declares,  he  does  not  recol-. 
left  whether  any  thing  pafled  in  his  intercourfe  with 
Mr.  C.  at  Liverpool,  about  preventing  our  fliips 
from  fupplying  fcttlements  of  foreign  powers  witli 
flaves ;  but  if  there  did,  is  perfuaded  that  Mr.  C. 
can  inform  the  Committee,  but  fo  far  as  his  memory 
ferves^  believes  they  had  no  converfation  on  that 
point. 

Really  does  not  recoUeft,  whether  Mr.  C.  made 
at  the  time,  any  minutes  of  what  pafled  in  the  con- 
verfation. 

Numb.  3.  C  r.^ 
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1790.       As  to  the  neccflities  of  the  colonies  for  flaves,  pre- 
pare II.  fumes  his  opinion  then  was  the  fame  as  now  ;  that  the 

*-^v^^  iflands  want  a  fnpply  of  10  or  i2,oco  annually,  and 
P«  55-  as  to  the  time  fuch  fupply  may  be  wanted,  it  was  then 
as  impoflible  for  him  to  define  it  as  now.  As  to  the 
flave  trade  being  carried  on  for  the  purpofe  only  of 
keeping  up  the  flaves  then  in  the  iflands,  he  cannot 
recoUeft  his  opinion,  in  a  cofiverfation  that  he  has 
almod  entirely  forgotten ;  but  it  is  his  opinion,  that 
along  with  what  is  wanted  to  keep  up  the  ftock,  an 
additional  ftrength  of  labourers  is  requifite  to  extend 
the  cultivation  of  the  iflands. 

Was  informed  by  Mr.  C.  that  he  had  been  at  Brif- 
tol,  to  coUeft  what  he  could,  relative  to  the  abufes 
faid  to  have  been  committed  in  the  flave-trade,  with 
a  view  of  bringing  thofe  officers  and  matters  to  jufticc 
who  had  treated  their  feamen  harflily. 

Underftood  the  objeft  of  his  journey  was,  to  re- 
drefs  the  injuries  faid  to  be  fuftained  by  individuals^ 
and  gave  him  credit  for  the  attempt;  but  docs  not 
recoUeft  his  mentioning  any  other  objeft  of  his  in- 
quiry there  than  to  difcover  what  violences  had  been 
committed  by  the  officers  againft  the  feamen. 

Underftood  he  had  the  fame  objedt  in  view  at 
Liverpool,  together  with  his  plan  for  an  eftablifli- 
ment  in  Africa,  and  gradual  abolition  of  the  flave- 
trade. 

P.  56.  Conceived  the  redrefs  of  the  injuries  fuflfered  by 
feamen,  to  be  his  immediate  objedt,  the  other  parts 
of  his  plan  he  conceived  to  be  a  more  diftant  con- 
fideration,  as  they  could  not  be  efFefted  immediately. 
Is  not  competent  to  anfwer  what  was  his  main 
objeft. 

The  converfation  before  alluded  to  with  Mr.  C. 
\yas  at  Liverpool  in  1787,  probably  at  his  own  houfe. 
Was  not  before  acquainted  with  Mr.  C.  had  fcen  his 
book  on  the  Commerce  of  the  Human  Species.  Mr. 
C.  was  introduced  to  him  by  a  Mr.  Rathbonc,  a 
merchant,  as  defirous  of  fome  information  refpcdling 
the  African  flave-trade,  in  which  he  (Mr,  N.)  had 

been 
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beer  long  engaged:  he  replied  that  he  would  give  1790. 
him  what  information  he  knew,  and  (hew  him  a  ma- Part  II. 
nufcript  rcfpeiSting  Africa.  ■^""'''^ 

Does  not  rccoileft  if  it  was  then  mentioned  thaiP-  57* 
Mr.  C.  was  purfuing  the  object  of  an  abolition  of  the 
trade.  Believes  there  was  then  no  mention  made  of 
the  Society  inftituted  in  London  for  that  purpofe,  ei- 
ther by  Mr.  Rathbone  or  any  other  ot  the  party. 
Does  not  recolleft,  whether  the  interview,  in  which 
the  propofitions  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  the 
flave-tradc  were-  difcuffcd,  was  by  appointment  or 
not. 

As  to  being  fuppofed,  from  what  he  faid  before, 
to  concur  with  Mr.  C.  in  his  defign  and  wifh  for  the 
abolition  of  the  (lave-trade,  or  only  to  declare  his 
opinion  that  the  propoAtions  if  adopted  would  tend 
to  that  effedt.  Says,  that  Mr.  C.  being  introduced 
to  him  by  a  friend  whom'he  refpefted,  he  wifhed  to 
treat  him  with  courtefy.  He  found  him  ftrongljr 
imprelTed  with  the  accomplifhing  of  a  particular 
objeft.  Courtefy  to  a  ftranger  induced  him  to  ac- 
quicfce  in,  rather  than  difcufs  the  merits  of  the  quef- 
tion,  and  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  propofitions  if 
adopted,  would  tend  to  that  efEctft.  At  that  time  he 
had  no  idea  of  ever  feeing  Mr,  C.  again,  nor  could  he 
intereft  himfelf  cither  in  the  abolition  of  the  flavc- 
trade,  or  the  emancipation  of  the  negroL-s  in  the 
"Weft  Indies,  which  was  alfo  one  of  his  propofitions  ; 
but  the  redrefs  of  abufes  of  feamen  was  an  obje6l  thac 
he  defired  as  earneftly  as  Mr.  C. 

He  acquiefced  as  well  from  complaiftnce  to  aP.  5S. 
ftranger,  as  from  a  conviftion  which  he  ftill  enter- 
tains, that  a  day  will  come  when  the  (lavc-trade  will 
ceafe.  Could  not  but  approve  of  Mr.  C's.  philan- 
thropy, though  he  doubts  of  the  policy  of  reducing 
his  principles  to  prafticc;  if  he  was  to  point  at  any- 
thing rcprehenfible  in  Mr.  C's.  conduft,  it  is  the 
abufing  a  private  convcrfation,  in  the  manner  he 
fufpeds  he  has  done,  by  making  him  fland  here  to 
fuliain  an  examination  upon  tc  nearly  tUtcc  '^^^t'% 
C  2  iS^xt 
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179 1,  after  it  paffed;  he  little  expefted  ever  to  have  heard 

Part  II. any  future  mention  of  it. 

wnr»«j  Could  not  but  condemn  the  meafure  if  carried  on 
with  precipitation,  as  ruinous  to  the  commerce  of 
this  country,  and  to  the  cultivation  of  the  idands; 
but  at  fame  time  courtcfy  to  a  ftranger,  whom  he 
never  expefted  to  fee  again,  prevented  him  from  de- 
bating the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  meafure. 

As  to  whether  he  underftood  Mr.  C's.  objeft  to  be 
precipitate  and  immediate,  or  gradual  abolition,  does 
not  rccoUeft  the  whole  of  his  objcfl: ;  their  convcr- 
fations  on  the  fubjeft  were  much  too  fhort  for  a  full 
explanation  of  fo  important  a  meafure;  but  believes 
a  gradual  abolition,  to  be  precipitated  by  his  plan, 

*  •  59'  was  one  objedt  of  his  inquiries  at  Liverpool :  he 
gave  Mr.  C's.  heart  full  credit  for  the  philanthropic 
meafure  which  he  purfued,  without  weighing  (in  his 
opinion)  the  political  and  commercial  incortvenien- 
cies  annexed  to  it ;  and  civility  to  a  ftranger  induced 
him  to  acquiefce  in  the  meafure,  rather  than  condemn 
it.  Does  not  recoiled  that  he  ufcd  any  arguments 
with  Mr.  C.  to  difluade  him  from  purfuing  his  objeft 
.of  gradual  abolition,  for  he  found  him  to  cherilh  it 
fo  warmly,  that  any  attempt  would  have  been 
fruitlefs. 

Cannot  recoUeft  when  Mr.  C.  left  Liverpool,  nor 
after  what  interval  he  was  appointed  delegate,  which 
was  in  his  abfence,  and  without  his  knowledge.—^ 
From  his  firft  feeing  Mr.  C.  to  his  appearing  before 
the  Privy  Council,  might  perhaps  be  fix  months. 

Does  not  rccolleft  the  particular  abufes  in  the 
conJuft  of  the  flave  trade,  the  correftion  of  which 
Mr.  C.  had  in  view,  except  as  before  intimated,  too 
much  feverity  faid  to  be  praftifed  by  the  officers,  and 
alfo  the  regulation  of  the  price  of  flops,  and  the 
cuftom  of  paying  half  the  wages  in  the  currency  of 

P.  60.   the  Weft  Indies.     He  gave  him  all  the  information 
on  that  head  that  he  poflcflcd.      Differed  from  him 

in 
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in  opinion  as  to  the  frequency  of  ill  treatment.  Mr.  1790. 
C.  quoted  more  inftances  than  had  ever  come  within  Part  11. 
his  knowledge.  Never  heard  of  many  inftances  in  '-■v*^ 
15  years  experience.     Some  he  has  known. 

Thinks  one  fingle  inftance  would  juftify  Mr.  C's. 
endeavours  :  conceives  wanton  feverity  always  merits 
punifhmenc;  the  inftances  he  has  heard  of  not  oc^ 
curring  under  his  own  eye,  he  cannot  judge  of  the 
provocation  that  might  occafion  them-,  but  if  they 
were,  as  reprefented,  he  fhould  heartily  embrace 
Mr  C's.  feniimcnts  refpcfting  them. 

Does  not  recolledt  that  he  gave  any  opinion  to 
Mr.  C.  as  to  the  general  practice  of  kidnapping  in 
Africa  by  natives,  though  he  might  have  mentioned 
it ;  for,  a  few  months  after,  he  ftatcd,  in  his  evidence 
before  the  Privy  Council,  that  he  fufpe<Sed  it  was 
pra£tifed  in  fome  inftances  between  the  unconnefted 
tribes  of  the  Windward  Coaft; 

Does  not  recollect  ftating  his  opinion  to  Mr.  C. 
upon  the  utility  of  the  flavc-tradc  confidcred  as  the 
fourcc  of  fupply  to  the  marine  of  Great  Britain  j 
but  if  he  did,  he  probably  coincided  on  that  as  on 
other  points  to  the  opinions  which  that  gentleman 
entertained,  rather  than  harrafs  his  feelings,  by  dif^ 
puting  opinions  which  he  chcriftied. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Appolo- 
nia,  are  fubjeift  to  nearly  a  fimilarly  oppreflive 
tyranny  with  the  ftate  of  Dahomy.  Thcfe  are  the  P.  6i, 
only  two  arbitrary  governments  which  he  has  vifitedj 
the  other  diftrifts  of  the  Gold  Coaft  have  a  milder 
govcrnmenc. 

Whether  from  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Dahomy  or  Appoionia,  any  fair  conclufions  can  be 
drawn  as  to  the  people  of  Negroland  in  general, 
obferves,  that  in  drawing  fair  conclufions,  they 
fhould  be  taken  from  the  particular  countries,  and 
not  by  general  comparifon.  Thefe  two  countries 
are  not  a  ftandard  by  which  to  judge  of  the  adjoin- 
ing nations  on  the  fea  coaft,  and  he  knows  but  little 
of  the  interior  country. 
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1790.      As  to  the  weight  of  a  baflcet  or  crue  of  rice  on  the 
Part  II.  Windward  Coaft, — a  bafkec  is  an  indefinite  weight; 
w*v*^  when  brought  aboard  in  baflcets,  it  is  meafured  in  a 
crue^  which  is  about  20  lb. 

Has  read  the  entries  from  Capt.  Frafer's  journal^ 
mentioned  in  the  examination  of  Mr.  Falconbridgc, 
before  the  former  Seleft  Committee  on  the  Slave 
Trade. — The  date  of  the  firft  entry  is  1 9th  Sept.  of 
the  laft  loth  of  November.  The  amount  of  the  total 
rice  mentioned  in  thefe  two  entries,  is  not  quite  i-2{ 
tons,  not  quite  6  tons  of  which  appears  to  have  been 
gotten  at  Junk.  The  daily  confumption  of  the 
fhip's  company,  and  of  the  few  negroes  on  board, 
during  the  period  mentioned,  was,  he  believes,  not 
P»  62.  included  in  the  quantity  ftatcd  in  Captain  Frafer's 
journal. 

Whether  the  abolition,  for  which  Mr.  Clarkfon 
wifhed,  was  an  abolition  to  be  accelerated  by  means 
to  be  ufed  for  that  purpofc,  and  not  merely  a  dif- 
continuance  of  the  trade,  from  the  circumftance  of 
the  Weft  India  iflands  ceafing  to  want  any  further 
fupply,  he  cannot  at  this  diftance  of  time  take  upon 
him  to  fay ;  nor  does  he  recoiled  more  of  it,  (Mr. 
C's.  plan)  than  a  gradual  abolition  of  the  flave-trade, 
and  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes  now  in  the 
iflands. 

Might  be  led,  from  the  perufal  of  Mr.  C's.  EfTay 
on  the  Slavery  and  Commerce  of  the  Human  Species, 
and  from  his  convcrfation,  that  he  had  in  view  the 
accelerating  of  the  abolition ;  but,  with  refpeft  to 
the  concurrence  which  he  has  ftated  to  have  exprefled, 
with  Mr.  C.  in  his  objedl,  he  calls  his  condud  in  all 
his  communications  with  that  gentleman,  rather  an 
acquiefcence  from  deference  to  a  ftranger  of  his 
charafler  and  functions,  than  a  concurrence  with  his 
mcafures. 

Even  had  he  difapproved  of  that  objeft,  which  he 
fuppofcd  Mr.  C.  to  be  in  purfuit  of  at  the  time,  he 
would  have  fuggefted  means  which^   in   his  own 

opinion^ 
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opinion,  conduced  to  the  attainment  of  it;  bccaufe  1790. 
Mr.  C.  could  not  reafonably  fuppofe  him  totally  Part  II. 
ignorant  of  the  trade  which  he  was  inveftigating,  >-%-«-» 
and  if  he  had  withheld  every  hint  or  communication, 
he  would  have  been  charged  with  not   treating  a 
ftranger,  (introduced  to  him  by  a  friend  he  refpcftcd) 
■with  that  civility  and  hofpitallty  which  he  wiftied  to 
do,  during  his  vifit  to  Liverpool.     Bcfides,  one  part 
of  Mr.  C.'s  plan  met  his  moft  fincere  concurrence, 
that  of  redrefling  the  abufes  faid  to  be  pradlifed  to- 
wards feamen,  and  he  found  it  impoflible  to  converfe 
with  him  on  the  one  fubjed  without  being  infenfibly  P.  63. 
led  to  the  other. 

He  found  Mr.  C.  fo  zealous  on  the  fobjeft,  that 
his  acquaintance  with  him  would  not  juflify  his  pre- 
fuming  to  reafon  with  him  againft  a  fyftcm  ruinous  to 
the  commerce  of  this  country,  and  which  he  thought 
at  the  time  he  could  not  poflibly  effeft.  He  con- 
ceived it  to  be  a  fine  fpun  theory  of  humanity,  and 
could  not  bring  himfelf  to  think,  that  men  and 
meafurcs  were  lb  powerfully  combined,  as  he  has 
Xince  found  them,  to  promote  his  (Mr.  C's.)  views. 

Cannot  lay  now,  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  any 
of  tliofe  propofitions  in  which  he  concurred,  and 
which  he  apprehended  to  tend  to  accelerate  the 
abolition  of  the  trade,  would  tend  alfo  to  airceleratc 
that  period  at  which  the  Weft  India  Iflands  would 
ccafc  to  require  any  further  fupply  of  flaves.  Does 
not  recoiled  that  at  that  time  anyfuch  conflderation 
occurred. 

As  to  the  period,  he  may  be  fuppofcd  to  have 
fixed  in  his  mind  for  the  abolition,  when  he  ftated 
that  fuch  an  event  would  gradually  talce  place,  it 
would  have  been  prcfumption  in  him  to  have  fixed 
any ;  for  in  all  his  convcrfations  with  Mr.  C.  on  a 
fubjeft,  which  he  deemed  equally  imprudent  and 
impolitic,  he  had  fcarcely  one  ferious  conflderation, 
beyond  being  commonly  civil  to  him. 

The  grounds  upon  which  he  entertainer*  the  opi- 
nion, that  the  African  Qavc-tradc  will  graa  lall^  cottvc 
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179T.  to  be  abolifhed^  arc,  the  reftri6lions  already  laid 

Part  II  upon  the  trade,  and  the  meafures  fo  ably  and  unre- 

v-^>ir^  mittingly  purfucd  in  this  country  to  efFedt  it. 

P.  64.       Whether,    as  a  commercial   man,    he  thinks  ic 

would  be  for  the  intereft  of  this  country  to  furnifh 

the  colonies  of  other  powers  with  flavcs,  after  our 

own  have  ceafed  to  need  further  fupply,  this  being 

matter  of  opinion,   fhould  he  live  to  fee  the  day 

when  the  Britiih  iflands  have  ceafed  to  require  any 

further  fupply,  he  will  be  more  competent  to  form 

a  judgment  on  the  queftion  than  at  prefent. 

But  he  fancies  there  is  not  a  politician  or  merchant 
in  this  country  but  will  admit  that  fuch  a  commerce 
would  be  to  the  advantage  of  this  country;  for  it 
would  be  fccuring  to  the  merchant  that  profit  which 
would  otherwife  center  with  other  merchants  and 
manufafturers  that  continued  it. 

Whether  "  The  African  flave- trade  is  carried  on 
**  as  much  to  the  eafe  and  comfort  of  thofe  that  are 
the  fubjedts  of  it,  and  alfo  of  thofe  that  conduft  it, 
as  it  is  poflible  for  human  ingenuity  to  devife  : " 
begs  leave  to  objedk  to  the  queftion,  becaufc  it  is  a 
quotation  from  a  pamphlet,  which  he  does  not  think  ic 
incumbent  on  him  to  fupport  before  the  committee. 
P.  65*  Has  no.reafon  to  doubt,  that  all  the  lliips  in  that 
account  from  Liverpool,  which  he  delivered  to  the 
committee,  ftated  to  have  been  laid  up  in  confequence 
of  the  aft,  commonly  called  the  Slave-carrying  Aft, 
were  aftually  driven  out  of  the  trade  by  the  opera- 
tion of  that  law. 

Has  recently  received  an  account  of  a  late  rapid 
increafe  in  the  French  trade  to  and  from  the  Coaft 
/  of  Africa,  which  ftates,  that  there  had  failed,  or 
were  fitting  out,  between  ift  June,  1780,  and  i8th 
January^  1790,  for  the  African  trade,  from  Nantes 
42  veffels;  Rochelle  12;  Bourdeaux  32;  St.  Maloes 
4;  Harfleur  8;  Marfcilles4i  and  from  Havre  28; 
in  all  130  veflels,  in  feven  months  and  an  half,  or 
thereabouts.  His  information  does  not  fpecify  whe- 
ther any  of  tljcfc  veflfels  arc  employed  in  trade  for 

the 
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the  produflions  of  the  country,  in  contradiftion  to  1790. 
the  flave-trade;  which  induces  him  to  believe  that  Pan  II. 
the  flavc-tradc  only  is  meant,  <— v—j 


Witnefs  examined, — Rev.  '^'homas  Clarkson. 

Went,  in  company  with  Mr.  Rathbone,  of  Liver- p,  66. 
poo],  to  Mr.  Norris's  houfe,  but  not  finding  him,  was 
introduced  to  him  upon  change,  as  the  author  of  an 
ElTay  on  "  the  Slavery  and  Commerce  of  the  Humaa 
**  Species  j"  and  as  coming"  to  Liverpool  for  infor- 
mation on  the  (lave  trade.  Mr.  Norris  faid,  he  had 
read  his  book  with  much  facisfadlion,  adding,  as  near 
as  he  can  recollcft,  that  it  contained  the  truth.  He 
promifcd  him  alio  every  information  as  to  the  obje£t 
of  his  journey,  and  appointed  Sunday  following,  for 
a  mcctmg  at  his  own  houfe. 

Was  afterwards  at  his  houfe  6  limes ;  and  was  wait- 
ed upon  alfo  by  Mr.  Norris,  3  or  4.  Each  time  they 
had  long  convcrfations  on  the  flave  trade.  On  the 
firft  of  thefe  (Sunday)  witnefs  read  a  manufcript,  in- 
titled,  "  An  account  of  the  wars  and  cuftoms  of  the 
*'  Dahomans,"  which  Mr.  Norris  lent  him.  After- P,  67, 
wards,  on  fame  day,  in  fpeaking  of  productions  of 
Africa,  Mr.  Norris  ftated  them  fuch,  as  they  were 
afterwards  fct  down,  in  confequence  of  his  evidence 
in  the  Privy  Council  report.  He  affirmed  alio,  the 
almolt  univcrfal  way  in  which  fuch  became  (laves, 
as  he  had  cranfported  from  thecoalt,  was  this.  That 
they  were  kidnapped  (by  the  natives,  p.  68)  either 
as  they  were  travelling  on  the  roads,  or  (ilhing  in 
the  creeks,  or  cultivating  their  little  fpocs,  which 
hillory  he  had  learnt  from  themfelves.  In  future 
convcrfations  alfo,  as  to  this  being  an  univerfal  mode, 
his  reply  was,  "  Undoubtedly,  no  perfon  can  deny 
**  it." 

At  a  future  time,  Mr.  Norris  gave  him  fome  black 
pepper,  brought  with  him  from  Whydah,  as  one 
.  Numb.  3.  D  ^aTo^vJTOLtM. 
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1790.   argument  of  the  impolicy  of  the  flave  trade.    Being 

Part. ILfliewn  alfo   copies  of  fome  mufter-roUs  of  Briftol 

^-'v^^   Guineamen,  which  witnefs  had  collefted,   he  faid, 

he  would  find  nearly  the  fame  lofs  of  feamcn  in  thofe 

of  Liverpool,  as  in  thofe  then  (hewn  him. 

At  another  time,  when  informed  by  witnefs,  that 
he  was  on  point  of  difcovering  a  murder  by  captain 
Brown,  on  Peter  Green,  a  feaman  •,  he  allowed  great 
cruelties  praftifed  on  feamen  in  flave  trade.  Called 
afterwards  on  witnefs  with  a  journal  of  a  voyage  in 
that  trade,  to  convince  him  he  had  not  been  deceiv- 
ed in  information  collefted  on  that  point ;  and  to 
confirm  witnefs  more,  of  his  being  of  the  fame  mind 
P.  68.  with  himfelf,  invited  him  to  his  houfe,  to  communi- 
cate on  claufes  for  a  bill,  that  would  bring  about 
abolition  of  flave  trade.  Witnefs  went,  and  after 
fome  converfation,  Mr.  N.  dictated,  and  witnefs 
wrote.  He  wrote  the  claufes  with  Mr.  N's  own  pen 
and  ink,  and  in  his  own  room. 

Witnefs  had  fuch  confidence  in  Mr.  N.  as  a  man 
of  veracity,  and  a  zealous  friend  to  the  abolition  of 
flave  trade,  that  on  making  a  fecond  edition  of  his 
work,  "  On  the  Slavery  and  Commerce  of  the  Hu- 
"  man  Species,"  he  inferted  the  circumftance  of 
kidnapping,  as  well  as  that  of  the  king  of  Dahomy 
breaking  up  a  village  when  he  wanted  flaves,  as  be- 
fore communicated  to  him  by  Mr.  Norris.  As  a 
farther  proof,  when  he  waited  upon  Mr.  Pitt,  to  ex- 
prefs  his  hopes,  that  the  committe  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil (then  about  to  examine  into  the  flave  trade) 
would  examine  witnefles  on  both  fides  of  the  quef- 
tion.  He  mentioned  Mr.  Norris  having  material 
information  on  that  fide  of  the  queftion,  which  re- 
lated to  the  abolition;  repeating  the  fubftance  of  his 
diflTerent  converfations  with  him  on  the  produce  of 
Africa;  the  new  trade  that  could  be  eftabliftied 
there ;  the  lofs  of  feamen,  and  cruelties  exercifed  on 
them  in  the  flave  trade ;  mentioning,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  claufes  which  Mr.  N.  had  given  him  for  a 
bill  for  its  abolition.     Was  afraid,  however,  that 
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Mr.  N.  on  being  written  to  only  by  an  individual  1790. 
like  himfclf,  would  not  come  to  London^  connected  Part  IL 
as  he  was  at  Liverpool  5  though  he  knew  his  heart  ^-•v^ 
to  be  engaged  on  that  fide ;  wiflied  therefore  an  or-P»  69^ 
der  to  be  fcnt  him  by  the  committee,  which  would 
take  off  the  riik  of  difobliging  connexions  there. 
On  being  told  by  Mr.  Pitt,  that  attendance  to  fuch 
order  could  not  be  enforced,  witnefs  wrote  himfelf 
to  Mr.  N.  at  Liverpool,  but  was  anfwered  by  Mr. 
Rathbone,  that  he  Mr.  N.  was  then  in  London. 

On  this  information,  witnefs  wifhed  much  to  find 
him  out,  to  intreat  him  to  perfevcre  in  the  fame  line 
of  conduft,  as  manifefted  to  him  at  Liverpool. 
Found  his  addrefs,  but  before  he  could  fee  him,  was 
told  by  the  bifhop  of  London,  very  greatly  to  his 
.furprife,  that  Mr.  Norris  '*  had  come  up  as  a  Liver- 
pool delegate,  in  fupport  of  the  flave  trade."  Wit- 
nefs upon  this,  tells  his  lordlhip,  and  afterwards  dates 
in  writing,  how  Mr.  Norris  had  behaved,  as  above 
dated.  Diftrcflcd  at  the  time,  and  balancing  be- 
tween the  thought  of  violating  the  rights  of  hofpita- 
lity,  by  expofing  Mr.  Norris,  and  the  duty  due  to 
the  caufe  he  had  undertaken,  he  aflccd  his  lordlhip 
how  to  aft  ;  who  advifing  him  to  call  perfonally  on 
Mr.  N.  to  explain  the  reafons  of  his  conduft,  he 
went,  but  not  finding  him  at  home,  left  his  card.  P.  yo. 
Soon  after  Mr.  N.  waited  upon  witnefs,  who  was 
out,  and  left  the  following  letter,  which  the  commit- 
tee defired  to  be  produced,  and  taken  down. 

"  My  dear  Sir, 
"  The  letter,  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
addrefs  to  me  at  Liverpool,  miffed  me  there,  and 
reached  me  here  only  a  few  days  ago  j  being 
brought  to  me  by  a  gentleman  from  thence,  who 
was  fo  obliging  as  to  charge  himfclf  with  the  care 
of  it.  It  gave  me  the  fincercft  pleafure  to  receive 
this  teftimony  of  the  regard  of  a  gentleman,  whom 
I  fhall  ever  refpedl  and  efteem,  and  whole  phi- 
lanthropy claims  the  admiration   of  every  perfon 
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1 790.   "  whofc  bolbm  contains  a  fpark  of  humanity.    Upon 
Part.  11.*^  my  return  to  my  lodgings  laft  night,  I  was  ho- 
*^  noured  with  your  card,  announcing  your  addrefs^ 
'*  and  rcfolved  to  wait  upon  you  this  morning;  but 
^^  the   arrival  of  a   packet  from  the  Weft  Indies, 
^*  which  called  on  its  way  at  Charlefton,  has  brought 
*'  me   letters    from    my    connexions   there,   which 
*^  oblige  me  to  relinquifh  my  intention,   from  avo- 
^'  cations    which    require    my   immediate  attention 
"  elfewhere;  and  as  I  am  under  an  engagement  to 
'*  vifit  a  friend  in  the  country  to-morrow,  and  (hall 
♦'  not  return  till  Monday,   I  find  1  (hall  not  be  able 
**  to  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  waiting  on  you  until  fomc 
day  early  in  the  enfuin^j;  week. 
*'  Since  we  parted  laft,   the  fubjeft   of  our  con- 
verfution  has  frequently  employed   my  thoughts; 
*'  and  the  force  of  your  arguments,   and  the  jufticc 
**  and  humanity  ol^  your  fentiments,   have  imprefled 
*'  on  my  mind  a  due  deference  for  your  opinions  j 
but  we  differ  in   fome  points  :  from   commercial 
and    political    confiderations,   I   am    induced    to 
♦*  think,  that  the  benevolence  of  your  plan  cannot  be 
*'  acceded  to  in  toco.     If  you  will  be  plcafed  to  turn 
to  my  favourite  author,  the  Abbe  Raynal,  vol.  i. 
p.  9,  you  will  fee  a  ftrong  argument  againft  one 
part  of  it ;  and  other  objedions  occur  to  myfelf ; 
but  I  afTure  you,  that  whatever  my  own  private 
opinions  may  be,  I  ftjoul.l   gladly   have  declined 
any  publick  interference   in   this  bufinefs,  could  I 
have  rcfufcd  it  with  propriety.     The  prefent   in- 
veiligation  will,  I  iiope,  tend  to  correal  whatever 
anufes  exift  in  the  African  trade,  as  well  as  to  im- 
prove the  condition  and  fituation  of  that  unhappy 
part  of  our   fellow-creatures,   whofc  unfortunate 
lot  it  is,  perhaps,  for  fome  wife,  though  infcru ta- 
ble purpofe  of  our  Creator,  to  toil  for  their  breth- 
ren ;  and  every  idea,  tending  to  \o  defirable  a  pur- 
polV  i^,  I  truft,  as  dear  to  nie  as  it  can  be  to  any 
pcrfon  whatcycr. 

"  Your 
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<^  Your  kind  remembrance  of  Mrs.  Norris,  claims  1790. 
•*  my  warmeft  thanks,  and  I  am,  with  every  fcnti-Part  IL 
*'  mcnt  of  rcfpedl  and  friendlhip,  w-v»i^ 

"  Dear  Sir, 

*^  Your  obliged  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Salopian,  29th  Feb.  1788.         ^*  Robert  Norris*" 

P.  S.  **  I  am  fo  prefled  for  time,  that  I  muft  beg 
*'  you  will  excufe  this  very  incorreft  letter,  which  I 
*'  affure  you  I  have  not  leifure  to  copy/* 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Clarkfon,  No.  10,  Gkrrard-Street, 

Soho. 

Witnefs  fays,  that  he  ftated  this  conduft  of  Mr.  N. 
to  Sir  William  Dolben,  fo  early  as  the  time  of  his  re- 
gulating bill :  as  alfo  2  or  3  times  to  Mr.  Cruden,  to 
fee  if  Mr.  Cruden,  who  was  preH^nt  at  the  firft  con- 
vcrfation  at  Mr.  Norris's  houfe,  and  knew  Mr.  Nor- 
ris's  great  pains  to  give  him  intelligence,  perfcftly 
recoUefted  it,  and  if  fuch  conduct  did- not  appear  ^ 
equally  ftriking  to  him  as  to  witnefs.  Mr,  Crudcn's 
reply  to  wicnefs,  in  the  prefence  of  another  perfon  or 
perfons,  was,  *'  My  opinion  of  Mr.  Norris,  whom  IP.  7^» 
*'  have  known  for  years,  is  of  the  higheft  kind,  but  I 
''  confcfs  his  condudl  to  you  at  Liverpool,  and  fince 
*^  as  a  Liverpool  delegate,  embarraflfcs  me  much." 

Says,  Mr.  Norris  could  not  -but  have  known  his 
objcd  at  Liverpool  to  be  abolition  of  flave  trade, 
even  had  he  not  heard  it  from  himfelf.  It  was  noto- 
rious that  witnefs  went  there  with  that  view,  he  din- 
ing daily  in  publick,  and  merchants  pointing  at  him 
as  he  palfed  the  change,  as  a  perfon  of  that  defcrip- 
tion. 

is  fure  the  information  he  is  now  giving,  is  pre- 
cifcly  what  he  received  from  Mr.  Norris;  for  as  to 
the  two  facls  relative   **  to  kidnapping,  and  the  king 
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1790.  "  of  Dahomy,**  before  related,  he  put  them  down  in 
Pirt  II.  a  book,  foon  after  the  convcrfation,  he  kept  for  that 
^^•v^^  purpofe;  and  as  totheclaufes  given  him  by  Mr.  N. 
for  a  bill  for  abolition,  he  put  them  down  alfo,  with 
this  difference,  that  he  put  down  the  latter  with  Mr. 
Norris's  own  pen  and  ink,  and  own  room  ;  has  that 
book  to  produce,  if  neceffary. 

The  committee  requefting  the  book  to  be  pro- 
duced, the  following  claufes  were  taken  from  it. 
P*  73»       I-     "  Make  every  flave  veffel  take  out  a  licence, 
'^  and  let  the  fum  paid  for  fuch  licence,  be  at  leafl: 

2.  "  Let  no  flave  veffel,  under  fcvere  penalties, 
be  fuffered  to  take  a  tooth,  a  puncheon  of  palm 
oil,  or  any  of  its  produftions,  from  the  coaft. 

3.  "  Let  no  flave  veflcl  be  permitted  to  bring  a 
*'  bale  of  cotton,  a  hogfliead  of  fugar,  or  even  a  paf- 

fcngcr,  from  the  Weft  Indies. 

4.  "  jC^^^^^^  fi^c  ^o""  ^  veffel  that  fupplies  the 
Spaniards  and  French. 

5.  '*  Let  every  veffel  that  goes  to  Africa  for  the 
natural  produftions  of  the  country,  receive  a 
bounty.  )^500  for  bounty  would  be  adequate  to 
the  wages  of  fcamen,  their  provifions,  and  the 
ftores  of  a  veffel  of  200  tons,  for  8  months  -,  ^^300 
to  be  paid  at  outfet,  ;C2^o  at  her  return. 

6.  "  The  Bananas  to  be  head  quarters  and  firft 
•'  fettlement  j  they  belonged  to  one  Cleland,  a  mu- 
*'  latto ;  perhaps  his  family,  who  remain,  would 
•'  fell  it. 

7.  *'  That  the  De  Lofs  Iflands  be  the  fecond 
from  Sierra  Leone  to  Cape  Mount.  To  wind- 
ward of  Sierra  Leone  there  is  a  traft,  where  the 
blacks  are  defcendants  of  the  Portuguefe;  thefc 
people  are  indullrious  at  prefenr,  more  civilized 
than  the  niuivcs,  good  boatmen,  crafcfmen,  &c. 
They  arc  free,  and  not  dependant  on  the  Portu- 
guefc;  a  fort  of  mulattocs,  and  would  cafily  be 
brought  over. 

8.    "  The 
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8.  "  The  River  Caramanca,  on  the  Windward,  I790.' 
*<  or  Gold  Coa(l>  runs  parallel  lo  the  Tea,  and  would  Pare  II. 
"  be  a  moft  eligible  ficuation,  both  in  point  of  de-  »— ir^ 
"  fence  and  productions. 

9.  **  Thefe  regulations  will  deftroy  the  flaveP.  74. 
"  trade  in  a  few  years." 

Says,  the  claulc  relative  to  a  licence  for  flave  fhips, 
came  from  Mr.  N.  that  relative  to  a  bounty,  from 
himfelf  i  though  Mr.  N.  calculated  the  fums  annex- 
ed to  it;  that  relative  to  hindering  (lave  Ihips  from 
taking  off  the  produce  of  Africa,  came  from  himfelf 
alfo  ;  but  that  for  hindering  them  from  taking  Weft 
India  produce,  &c.  from  Mr.  N.  As  to  that  rela- 
tive to  the  trade  carried  on  for  the  French  and 
Spaniards^  cannot  fay  who  propofed  it-,  but  Mr.  N. 
mentioned  the  fine  of  ^1000,  faying,  this  branch  of 
it  ought  immediately  to  be  abolilhed,  as  fupplying 
foreigners  at  the  expence  of  the  Englifli  marine. 
The  fettlemcnts  alfo  were  mentioned  by  Mr.  N.  in 
the  order  in  which  they  ftand,  though  witnefs  can- 
not fay  pofitively  whether  propofed  as  neceflary  by- 
Mr.  N.  or  himfelf.  Mr.  N.  however,  gave  his  fanc- 
tion  to  the  whole,  for  witnefs  put  down  no  claufe 
not  approved  of  by  Mr.  N.  after  converfation  on 
the  propriety  of  it. 

Recolledts  Mr.  Norris  ftaied  the  flave-trade  to  be 
a  lofing  trade,  in  prcfencc  of  Mcffrs.  Cruden  and 
Copcland,  the  latter  of  whom  had  been  a  flave- 
merchant. 

Was  introduced  to  Mr.  N.  he  fuppofes,  in  theP»7S' 
beginning  of  Septemb.  left  him  the  end  of  Oftober, 
and  in  the  February  following  was  told  that  Mr.  N. 
had  come  up  as  a  Liverpool  Delegate. 

Never  afked  Mr.  N.  to  procure  a  flave-ftiip  for 
Mr.  Falconbridge.  Should  have  thought  he  would 
have  fuffered  in  Mr.  N's.  opinion  from  fuch  a  pro- 
pofal.  Befidcs,  Mr.  F.  had  previoufly  declared  to 
witnefs  at  Briftol,  before  a  gentleman,  that  he  had 
left  the  trade  from  principle.  Adds  that  the  obje£t 
of  Mr.  Falconbridgc's  journey  to  Llver^oo\>'«%%  v^ 
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1790.  aid  him  in  procuring  fadks  for  abolition  of  the  flave 
Part  II.  trade:  nor  did  he  make  fuch  a  propofal  to  any  other 
v*v«^  perfon.  Thinks  it  not  improbable  he  might  have 
told  Mr.  N.  that  as  the  flave-trade  could  not  imme-* 
diacely  be  aboli(hed,  it  was  a  pity  that  humane  men 
fhould  not  be  feleftcd  to  command  flave-Qiips  in  the 
interim,  but  does  not  even  recollcft  this. 
P.  76.  Says  there  were  very  few  meetings  of  himfelf  and 
Mr.  N.  at  which  Mr.  F.  was  prefent.  Docs  not  rc- 
colleft  being  at  the  Exchange  with  Mr  F.  and 
Mr.  N.  or  of  feeing  Mr.  F.  at  the  Exchange  at  any 
diftance,  when  with  Mr.  N.  though  this  might  have 
happened.  Was  about  fix  weeks  at  Liverpool. 
P.  77.  Thinks,  in  his  calls  on  Mr.  N.  found  him  at  home 
five  or  fix  times;  dined  with  him  twice;  faw  him  in 
a  morning,  when  he  (hewed  him  copies  of  the 
Briftol  mufter-rolls;  received  from  him  another 
morning,  at  his  houfe,  the  pepper  from  Whydah  : 
faw  him  alfo  when  he  went  to  tell  him  of  the  pro- 
bability of  proving  the  murder  of  Green,  by  Capt. 
Brown :  a  fixth  time  was,  when  he  received  from 
him  the  claufes. 

Was  of  opinion,  that  Mr.  N.  did  not  confider  the 
abolition  as  an  extraordinary  plan,  but  as  one  which 
ought  to  be  executed.  His  whole  conduft  to  him, 
(Mr.  C.)  at  Liverpool,  made  him  believe  fo. 

Recollcdls  Mr.  N.  (hewed  him  fome  papers,  and 
gave  him  one,  viz.  "  An  Invoice  for  a  Cargo  to 
*'  Whydah  i"  but  none  about  the  lofs  of  feamen. 
Muft,  however,  do  Mr.  N.  the  juftice  to  fay,  he  has 
heard  him  ftate  the  lofs  of  feamen  in  his  own  (hip  to 
be  little  or  nothing.  This,  however,  he  did  not 
ftate,  to  (hew  Mr.  C.  had  been  deceived,  but  that 
there  were  (hips  that  went  to  the  coaft  without  any 
material  lofs;  and  Mr.  C.  confidercd  it  as  a  proof 
of  Mr.  N's.  own  humanity. 

Underftood  kidnapping,  from  Mr.  N.  to  be  the 
general  praftice,  as  far  as  he,  Mr.  N.  could  judge 
from  his  own  experience,  except  only  Dahomy,  for 
that  king  was  faid  by  him  not  to  kidnap,  but  to 
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icize  on  a  village,  when  in  wane  of  flaves.    Mr.  N.  1790* 
never  difcrimlnated  between  kidnapping  by  hoftileParc  II. 
nations  or  by  individuals.     His  words  were,  (which  •--v-*» 
wiincfs  will  never  forget)  "  that  on  inquiry  into  thcP*  1^* 
hiftory  of  thofc  whom  he  had  taken  from  Africa  in 
his  own  vcfTcIs,  their  almoft  univerfal  anfwer  was, 
that  they  were  kidnapped  either  as  they  were  tra- 
velling, or  tilhing,  or  cultivating  their  little  fpots." 
On  returning  from  Mr.  Norris's  he  put  down  thefe 
words  in  his  Journal,  produced  ycfterday.     Says  it  P.  79* 
is  impoflible  for  him  ever  to  have  mifunderftoodMr. 
N.  on  this  particular;  was  never  clearer  of  any  thing 
in  his  life.     Says  alfo,  that  though  he  inferted  the 
circumftance  into  the  fecond  edition  of  his  "  Eflay  on 
the  Slavery  and  Commerce  of  the  Human  Species," 
he  did  not  infert  it  as  the  bafis  upon  which  he  builc 
the  aflertion  there,  that  kidnapping  was  a  general 
praftice,  but  only  to  corroborate  other  circumftanccs 
mentioned  in  the  former  edition  of  that  book. 

Does  not  recollciS  that  Mr.  N.  alluded  to  any 
particular  period,  when  he  ftated  the  flave- trade  to 
be  a  lofiiig  one. 

Never  heard  Mr.  N.  exprcfa  any  approbation  or 
difapprobation  of  his,  (witncfs's)  mcaforcs  to  rcdrefs 
abufes  of  Guinea  fcamcn.  Knows  only  Mr,  N. 
concurred  with  him,  that  fuch  enormities  were  prac- 
tifed,  and  the  fcamen  were  worfc  ufed  in  that  than 
any  other  trade,  which  Mr.  N.  not  only  expreflcd  ac 
his  own  houfr,  but  when  he  lent  him  the  joi:rnal 
before  dcfcribed,  (p.  67.) 

As  to  any  plan  faid  to  have  been  communicated 
by  him  to  Mr.  N.  for  freeing  of  the  negroes,  fays  he 
was  never  fo  abfurd  as  to  think  of  fuch  a  plan.  His 
fole  objeS  at  Liverpool  was  to  colled  fads  for  the 
abolition  of  the  Havc-crade.  This  dlftinilion  between 
abolition  and  emancipation  he  fet  out  with  as  a  firft 
principle,  and  has  prefcrvcd  till  now. 

As  to  the  fuppofition  that  Mr.  N.  could  not  beP.  80. 
ferious  in  condemning  a  trade  he  had  long  purfued, 
witnefs  believes  he  fincerely  meant  the  abolition  of 

Numb.  3.  E  '^A 
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T790.  the  trade  in  many  branches,  as  neither  juftifiablc  Oh 
Part  ILthe  principles  of  humanity  nor  policy ;  and  witncfs*s 
conduct,  as  explained  ycfterday,  proves  he  thought 
foj  for  he  not  only  mentioned  him  to  Mr.  Pitt,  as  he 
then  ftated,  as  a  proper  evidence  for  abolition,  but 
even  wrote  him  to  come  to  London  in  that  capacity. 
On  being  aflced  the  character  of  Mr.  Rathbone, 
witnefs  replied,  that  he  was  recommended  to  him  as 
to  a  very  worthy  man,  and  found  him  fo  •,  and  being 
afked  again,  if  civility  to  a  ftranger,  recommended 
by  Mr.  Rathbone,  might  not  prevent  Mr.  N.  from 
controverting  opinions,  which  he,  witncfs,  wafrnly 
cfpoufed,  replied,  in  his  opinion,  civility  to  a  ftranger, 
ought  not  to  prevent  any  man  from  telling  the  truth; 
neither  does  he  believe  it  did  him,  becaufe  Mr.  R. 
repeatedly  told  witnefs  Mr.  N.  condemned  the  trade. 


Witnefs  examined — Dr.  Thomas  Trott£R, 
A  Surgeon  in  the  Royal  Navy. 

P#  80.  Was  a  voyage  in  the  African  flave-trade,  from 
Liverpool,  in  1783,  furgeon  of  the  Brookes,  Clement 
Noble,  matter.  Ten  months  on  the  coaft,  from  the 
time  they  reached  Cape  Palmas,  till  the  cargo  was 

P#  81.  completed  at  Anamaboe.  Made  many  inquiries  into 
the  mode  of  procuring  flaves,  of  flaves  themfelves, 
of  traders,  and  particularly  of  Accra,  a  trader  at 
Cape  la  How,  who  was  a  moft  intelligent  man,  of 
uncommon  modefty  and  gentlenefs,  and  well  known 
as  a  man  of  great  integrity.  The  information  re- 
ceived was,  that  the  natives  were  fometimes  flaves 
from  crimes,  but  the  greater  part  of  flaves  were  what 
they  called  prifoners  of  war.  Of  their  whole  cargo 
recolleds  only  three  criminals,  one  fold  for  adultery, 
^  and  one  for  witchcraft,  whole  whole  family  fhared 

his  fate.  One  of  the  firft  faid  he  had  been  decoyed 
by  a  woman,  who  told  her  hufl)and,  and  he  was 

fentcnccJ 
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fentenced  to  pay  a  flavci  but  being  poor,  vas  fold  1790. 
himfclf.  Such  ftratagcms  arc  frequent:  ihc  fourth  Part  II, 
mate  of  the  Brookes  was  fo  decoyed,  and  obliged  to  *^'r^ 
pay  a  (lave,  under  threat  of  flopping  trade. 

Of  the  family  fold  for  witchcraft,  confiding,  heP.  8a. 
thinks,  of  the  man,  his  mother,  wife,  and  two 
daughters;  the  women  (hewed  the  deepcft  afHidion, 
the  man  a  fullen  melancholy  :  faid,  that  having 
quarrelled  with  the  Cabbolheer  of  Salt-pan,  he,  in 
revenge,  had  accufed  him  of  witchcraft:  he  refufed 
food :  early  next  morning  it  was  found  he  had  at- 
tempted to  cut  his  throat  i  the  wound  was  fewcd  up, 
but  the  following  night  he  had  not  only  torn  out 
the  futures,  but  had  made  a  fimilar  attempt  on  the 
other  fide:  from  the  ragged  edges  of  the  wound, 
and  the  blood  upon  his  finger  ends  ic  appeared  to 
have  been  done  with  his  nails,  for  though  ftrlA 
fearch  was  made  through  all  the  rooms,  no  inftru- 
mcnt  was  found.  He  declared  he  never  would  go 
with  white  men,  uttered  incoherent  fentcnccs,  and 
looked  wilhfuDy  at  the  flties.  His  hands  were  fe- 
curcd,  but  perfifting  to  refufc  all  fultenance,  he  died 
of  hunger  in  eight  or  ten  days. 

Has  often  afked  Accra,  what  he  meant  by  pri- 
foncrs  of  war.  Found  they  were  fuch  as  had  been 
carried  off  by  a  fet  of  marauders,  who  ravage  the 
country  for  that  purpofe.  The  bufh-mcn  making 
war  to  make  trade,  (meaning  it  feemed  to  make 
flaves)  was  a  common  way  of  fpeaking  among  the 
traders.  The  practice  was  alfo  confirmed  by  the 
flaves  who  Ihewed  by  geftures  how  the  robbers  had 
come  upon  them;  and  in  the  Brookes,  during  the 
paffagc,  fome  of  the  boy  (flaves)  played  a  game,  P.  83, 
which  they  called  flavc-taking,  or  bufti-fighting ; 
fliewing  the  different  manoeuvres  thereof  in  leaping, 
fallying,    and  recreating.     Inquiries  of  this  nature 

Eut  to  the  women,  were  anfwered  only  by  violent 
urfts  of  forrow.     Upon  afking  Accra,  what  they 
made  of  their  flaves  when  the  Englifh  and  French 
E  a  were 
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1790.  were  at  war,  he  (imply  anfwcrcd,  "  Suppofe  (hip  no 
Part  II.  **  come,  mafla,  no  take  flavc." 

Had  many  boys  and  girls  on  board,  who  had  no 
relations  in  the  (hip ;  many  of  them  told  him  they 
had  been  kidnapped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ana- 
maboe,  panicularly  a  girl  of  about  8  years,  who  faid 
Ihe  had  been  carried  off  from  her  mother,  by  the  man 
who  fold  her  to  the  (hip. 

Once  faw  fat  Sam,  their  gold  taker,  fend  his  canoe 
to  take  3  fiftiermen,  employed  in  the  offing,  which 
were  immediately  brought  on  board,  and  put  in  irons^ 
and  about  a  week  after,  he  was  paid  for  them.  Re- 
members another  man  taken  in  the  fame  way  from  on 
board  a  canoe  along  fide.  Fat  Sam  very  frequently 
fcnt  flaves  on  board  in  the  night,  which,  from  their 
own  information,  he  found,  were  every  one  of  them 
taken  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Anamaboe :  he  re- 
marked, that  flaves  fent  off  in  the  night,  were  not 
►aid  for  till  they  had  been  fome  time  on  board,  left, 
le  thinks,  they  (hould  be  claimed ;  for  fome  were 
really  rcftored ;  one  in  particular,  a  boy,  was  carried 
on  fhore  by  fome  near  relations;  which  boy  told 
him,  he  had  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Anama- 
boe, and  was  kidnapped  (p.  90.) 

As  to  kidnapping  by  Europeans,  has  only  heard 
of  it ;  but  the  matter  of  the  Brookes,  urged  his  gold- 
,  takers  daily,  to  get  him  flaves  by  any  means. 

P,  $4.  Slaves  in  the  paffage  afe  fo  crowded  below,  that 
it  is  impoffible  to  walk  through  them,  without  tread- 
ing on  them  5  thofe  who  are  out  of  irons,  are  locked 
fpoonways  (in  the  technical  phrafc)  to  one  another; 
it  is  the  firft  mate's  duty  to  fee  them  flowed  in  this 
way  every  morning;  thofe  who  do  not  get  quickly 
into  their  places,  are  compelled  by  the  cat.  In  this 
fituation,  when  the  ftiip  had  much  motion,  they  were 
often  mifcrably  bruifed.  In  the  paffage,  when  the 
fcuttles  mutt  be  ftiut,  the  gratings  are  not  fufficient 
for  airing  the  rooms  ;  he  never  himfelf  could  breathe 
freely,  unlefs  immediately  under  the  hatchway. 
Never  faw  ventilators  ufcd  in  thcfe  (hips :  a  wind- 
fall 
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fail  was  often  tried  on  the  coaft,  but  he  remembers  1790.  - 
none  ufed  in  the  paffage.    Has  feen  the  Haves  draw-  Part  II. 
ing  ihcir  breath  with  all  thofc  laborious  and  anxious  *-»v^ 
efforts  for  life,  which  is  obfervcd  in  expiring  animals, 
fubjefted  by  experiment  to  foul  air,  or  in  the  ex- 
haufted  receiver  of  an  air  pump  ;  has  alfo  fecn  them, 
when  the  tarpawlings  have  inadvertently  been  thrown 
over  the  gratings,  attempting  to  heave  them  up, 
crying  out,  *' Kickcraboo,  kickcraboo,"  i.e.  *' We 
*'  are   dying;"  on  removing  the  tarpawlings  and 
gratings,  they  would  fly  to  the  hatchway  with  alt  the      -  '     ' 
figns  of  terror,  and  dread  of  fuffbcation  j  many  whom 
he  has  fecn  in  a  dying  ftate,  have  recovered,  by  bc-j 
ing  brought  thither,  or  on  the  deck ;  others  were 
irrecoverably  loft,  by  fufFocation,  having  had  no  pre- 
vious figns  of  indifpofition. 

Slaves,  on  being  brought  on  board,  fhew  figns  of 
extreme  diftrefs  and  defpair,  from  a  feeling  of  their 
fituation,  and  regret  at  being  torn  from  friends  and 
connexions  j  many  retain  thofe  impreflions  for  a 
long  time  ;  in  proof  of  which,  the  flaves  being  often 
heard  in  the  night,  making  an  howling  melancholy 
noife,  exprcflivc  of  extreme  anguilh  ;  he  repeatedly 
ordered  the  woman,  who  had  been  his  interpreter,  to 
inquire  the  caufc;  flic  difcovered  it  to  be  owing  to 
their  having  dreamed  they  were  in  their  own  coun- 
try, and  finding  themfelvcs  when  awake,  in  the  hold 
of  a  (lave  Ihlp.  This  exquifite  fenfibility  was  parti- 
cularly obfervablc  among  the  women,  many  of  whom, 
on  fuch  occafions,  he  found  in  hyfteric  fits. 

They  failed  after  dark  in  the  night,  when  the  flaves  P.  86. 
were  (ecured  below,  to  prevent  their  (hewing  figns 
of  difcontent  at  leaving  the  coaft  ;  he  thinks  this  the 
reafon,  becaufe  every  fhip  that  left  the  road  while 
the  Brooks  was  there,  left  it  in  the  night;  has  heard 
the  cuftom  is  general. 

Thinks  they  bought  upwards  of  600  Oaves,  and 
loft  about  70  in  the  voyage. 

As  to  infurreilions  among  the  flaves;  a  number 
of  the  ftrongcft  men  in  their  ihip  had  one  tv\^i 
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1790.  fawed  off*  cherr  irons  with  an  old  knife,  notched  for 
Part  II.  the  purpofc,  furniihed  by  a  woman  from  the  cabin  ^ 
^  but  were  detected  by  the  information  of  another 
flavc. 

A  man  jumped  overboard  at  Anamabce,  and  was 
drowned ;  another,  in  the  Middle  Paffage,  who  was 
L  taken  up;  a  woman  was,  for  fome  time,  chained  to 
the  niainmaft,  after  being  taken  up ;  being  let  loofc, 
made  a  fecond  attempt ;  was  taken  up  and  died 
Uider  the  Boggings  given  her  in  confequence. 
I  Biriieves  the  praiflice  of  dancing  them  is  general 
n  ihE  trade-,  in  the  Brookes  it  was  not  uled  till 
-Stercife  became  abfolutcly  necefiary  for  their  health  ; 
thole  in  irons  were  ordered  to  ftand  up,  and  make 
what  motions  they  could,  leaving  a  paflTage  for  fuch 
as  were  out  of  irons,  to  dance  round  the  deck.  Such 
as  did  not  relilh  the  excicife  of  dancing,  were  com- 
pelled to  it  by  the  cat;  but  many  ftill  refufed, 
though  urged  in  this  way  to  a  fevcrc  degree. 

Befides  the  inftancc  already  given,  of  a  Have  ftar- 
ving  himfclf  to  death — remembers  another.  A  wo- 
man was  repeatedly  flogged,  and  vicluals  forced  into 
her  mouth  j  no  means  however  could  make  her 
fwallow,  and  (he  lived  the  4  la(t  days  in  a  flate  of 
torpid  infenfibility. 

The  cargo  was  difpoied  of  in  Jamaica,  p.  94,  by 
what  is  called  the  fcrambie.  The  buyers  ftand 
ready,  when  the  flgnal  is  given  for  opening  the  fale, 
to  luOi  alt  at  once  upon  the  Haves,  and  affix  their 
tallies  to  thofe  tliey  wilh  to  have  j  this  uncxpefled 
manoeuvre,  had  an  aftonifhingcffed  ;  the  Haves  were 
heard  crying  out  for  their  friends,  in  language  ex- 
preffive  of  the  dce[>cft  affliction.  Some  hulbands  and 
wives  were  parted,  and  many  other  relations. 

The  fcamcn  lay,  in  the  Middle  Paflage,  under  the 
booms,  according  to  cuftom,  and,  when  the  weather 
was  bad,  were  certainly  expofcd  very  much. 

During  the  Middle  Paffage,  fome  of  the  fcamcn 
were  molt  cruelly  flogged  by  the  mafter,  fo  much  fo^ 
that  on  one  occafion  he  faw  from  the  quarter  deck, 

fome 
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fomc  of  the  failors  coming  aft  from  the  forecaftle,  to  1790. 
refcuc  a  man,  upon  which  the  mafter  let  him  go,  4ndPart  II. 
never  afterwards  punifhcd  any  of  them  in  that  man-  '-'■v*«' 
ncr.     Same  matter  was  carrying,  in  a  former  voyage, 
12  paroquets  to  the  Weft  Indies;  they  died,  and  luf- 
pefting  a  failor  of  having  killed  them,  ordered  the 
man  to  be  lalhed  to  one  of  the  topmafts  for  1 2  days, 
in  which  time  he  had  no  other  food  but  one  of  thofe 
birds,  and  a  pint  of  water  a  day  ;  though  wonderful, 
the  man  furvived  this.     He  was  a  native  of  Phila- 
delphia,  and  was  difcharged  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Has  ] 
heard  the  mafter  who  perpetrated  this  wanton  barba-   '■ 
thy,  relate  it  in  a  publick  company,  with  triumph. 

From  what  he  has  feen,  he  Jhould  fuppofe  iheP*  ttU 
minds  of  Africans  very  capable  of  cultivation  ;  fomc 
part  of  his  evidence  (hews  them  fufceptible  of  all  the 
focial  virtues;  has  feen  no  bad  habits,  but  among 
thofc  engaged  in  trade  with  white  men ;  of  thofe, 
Accra  an  exception. 

Food  of  the  flaves  on  the  paffage  was,  rice,  horfc- 
beans,  and  unclean  corn,  with  ufual  condiments  of 
palin-oil,  fait  and  pepper:  the  beans  from  England, 
the  rice  was  got  to  windward,  and  the  Indian  corn  at 
Anamaboe  :  they  had  abundance  of  cheel'e:  a  quan- 
tity of  the  Indian  corn  was  ibid  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
At  Anamaboe  it  was  in  fuch  plenty,  that  many  canoes 
of  it  were  fent  away  after  their  corn  room  was  full. 
The  rice  was  a  very  wholelbme  food ;  had  a  red 
hufk,  but  white  within. 

Does  not  remember  the  furf  was  too  high,  during 
the  whole  time  they  were  on  the  coaft,  for  canoes  to 
come  off  (nearly  10  months)  except  two  or  three 
days. 

The  3  filhfrmen,  before-mentioned  to  have  been  P.  89. 
feized,  faid  ihey  were  free  men.  Another  cafe  is 
mentioned  of  a  man  taken  out  of  a  canoe  along- fide  : 
both  done  with  fo  much  indifference,  that  he  thinks 
the  practice  was  frequent,  of  feizing  and  felling 
free  men. 
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1790,      As  to  the  3  filhermcn  complaining  of  the  illegal!^ 

Part  II. of  their  capture;  all  communication  is  prevented 

U'v*^  between  the  flaves  on  board  and  the  traders ;  and 

canoe-men  who  come  to  fell  flaves  j  hence  it  could 

not  be  fuppofed  that  any  of  their  connexions  were 

P.  90.  informed  of  their  fituation.  Traders  are  not  allow- 
ed to  go  forward  after  the  barricado,  and  they  can- 
not, from  its  height,  look  over  it ;  nor  are  they  per- 
mitted to  look  over  the  (hip's  fide. 

As  to  the  cafe  of  the  child  reclaimed,  before-men- 
tioned, it  is  probable  that  the  trader  who  fold  him, 
perhaps  not  being  the  kidnapper^  had  informed  the 
boy's  relations. 

P«  91.  The  man  who  attempted  to  cut  his  own  throat, 
had  all  the  appearance  of  a  fullen  melancholy,  but 
was  by  no  means  infane;  believes  a  degree  of  deli- 
rium might  come  on  before  death;  but  when  he 
came  on  board,  believes  him  to  have  been  in  his 
perfeft  fenfes. 

P.  92.  Cannot  be  pofitive  as  to  the  particular  amount  of 
the  mortality  on  board  the  Brookes. 

P.  S3*  Engaged  to  go  as  furgeon  in  the  Brookes,  in  the 
fpringof  1783,  at  the  clofe  of  the  war. 

P.  96.  Is  at  prefent  furgeon  to  the  Edgar  M.  W.  Had 
his  medical  education  at  the  Univerfity  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  alfo  his  dodtor's  degree. 

Many  flaves  died  of  the  fcurvyj  thinks  only  a 
very  quiet  paflage  faved  half  the  cargo ;  for  between 
2  and  300  were  tainted  with  this  difeafe  on  their  ar- 
rival at  Antigua.  Does  not  think  their  food  was 
fuch  as  would  have  produced  this  difeafe,  indepen- 
dent of  other  caufes,  viz.  their  peculiar  confine- 
ment; the  contaminated  atmofphere  of  the  fhip, 
with  all  tliofe  deprefling  paflions,  infeparable  from 
the  ftate  of  a  human  being,  torn  from  all  that  is  to 
be  valued  in  life. 

P.  98.  Was  often  thwarted  (by  the  mafter)  in  his  prc- 
fcriptions  for  the  fick,  who  in  violent  burfts  of  an- 
ger, fwore  they  fell  viftims  to  his  medicines:  his 
(the  oaafter's)  contradi&ions,  were  particularly  ob- 

fervable 
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Tervable  wUen  the  fcurvy  broke  outi  he  treated  with  1790. 
contempt  the  propofal  of  carrying  out  a  great  quan-  Part  II, 
my  offrelh  fruits;  of  which  not  a  20th  part  of  what  w**' 
was  neceflary,  was  in  the  fhip  at  leaving  the  coaft; 
the  event  juftiHed  the  propofal,  for  when  a  liberal 
fupply  of  fruits  was  had  at  Antigua,  the  recovery  of 
{laves  was  rapid  beyond  example. 

Among  the  flaves,  were  many  related  in  different 
degrees;  remembers  two  or  three  hufljands  and 
wives ;  one  of  thefe  had  3  child,  which  he  often  car- 
ried from  the  mother  to  the  father,  who  always  re- 
ceived it  with  much  affe£Uon:  it  died  on  the  paf- 
fage. 

Any  intercourfe  between  hufbands  and  wives  on 
board,  is  carried  on  by  the  boys  which  run  about, 
and  are  allowed  occafionally  to  go  aft:  other  rela- 
tions, of  the  fame  fex,  commonly  wiflied  to  mefs  to- P.  99. 
gethcr,  and  their  affedtion  to  each  other  was  cer- 
tainly very  confpicuous,  particularly  when  difeafed  ( 
in  fome  inftances  their  feelings  were  fuch,  as  would 
bear  acomparifon  with  thofeof  any  civilized  people. 

Boys  and  girls,  under  the  age  of  puberty,  gene- 
rally kept  feparatc;  boys  with  the  men,  girls  with 
the  women. 

Firft  heard  the  matter  relate  the  ftory  of  his  punifli- 
ing  the  Philadelphia  feaman  (by  having  him  tied  to 
the  topmaft,  and  fed  on  a  paroquet  a  day>  as  already 
mentioned)  on  a  Saturday  night,  when  he  had  com-: 
pany,  in  the  Road  of  Anamabocj  does  not  recolleftj 
who  were  prefcnt  i  the  faft  itfelf,  as  related,  ftruckj 
him  fo  forcibly,  that  he  thought  of  nothing  elfe  atp.  ]oo, 
the  time;  he  was  fo  Ihockcd,  that  he  immediately f 
left  the  cabin,  and  told  the  ftory  to  one  of  the  mates  ;- 
Ihalt  neVer  forget  the  imprelTion  it  left  upon  his 
mind  at  the  time,  and  he  has  fince  mentioned  it  a- 
mong  bis  friends,  as  a  piece  of  unparalleled  cruelty 
(p.  98.) 


Numb.  3,  F  Witncft 
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Witncfs  examined — William  Dove. 

P.  lOO.  Mn  William  Dove,  of  Plymouth,  was  1769  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  from  Sierra  Leone  down  to  Pic- 
cipini  Siders  on  board  the  Lily,  Captain  Saltcraig, 
from  Liverpool. 

P.  101.  Refpedling  the  mode  of  getting  flaves,  he  obferved' 
an  inltance  of  a  girl  that  was  kidnapped  being 
brought  on  board  by  one  Ben  Johnfon,  a  black 
trader,  who  had  fcarcely  left  the  fhip  in  his  canoe 
With  the  price  of  her,  when  another  canoe  with  two 
black  men  came  in  a  hurry  to  the  fhip,  and  inquired 
concerrung  the  girl.  Having  been  allowed  to  fee 
her,  they  hurried  down  to  their  canoe  and  haftily 
paddled  off.  Overtaking  Ben  Johnfon,  they  brought 
him  back  to  the  (hip,  got  him  on  the  quarter  deck, 
and  calling  him  *'  teettee"  (which  implies  thief),  to 
the  captain,  offered  him  to  fale.  Ben  Johnfon  remonf- 
trared,  afking  the  captain,  if  he  would  buy  him 
grand  trading  man ;  to  which  the  captain  anfwered, 
if  they  would  fell  him  he  would  buy  him,  be  he 
what  he  would,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  put 
him  into  irons  immediately  with  another  man.  Was 
led  to  think  from  that  inftance,  that  flaves  were  kid- 
napped, and  as  well  as  from  having  feen  children 
brought  feparately  on  board,  and  men  and  women 
without  frefh  wounds,  or  marks  of  old  ones  on  them. 

P.  102.  They  had  on  board  between  30  and  40  children, 
boys  and  girls,  fomc  on  their  mothers  breafts  ;  four 
01  five  were  born  during  the  paflfage* 

The  flaves  in  his  fliip  were  in  general  very  well 
treated,  as  well  as  any  (hip  on  the  coaft,  two  or  three 
inftances  of  great  cruelty  excepted. 

Captain  Saltcraig  coming  on  board  one  evening 
fomcwhat  intoxicated,  fcolded  the  officers  for  not 
manning  the  fides  to  receive  him,  then  with  a  rope's 
end  beat  many  white  people  on  deck ;  he  then 
ftretchcd  a  rope  acrofs,  and  ordering  a  negro,  a 
itout  fclJow,  out  of  iroas^  made  him  ftand  on  one 
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■fide  of  the  rope,  while  he  flood  on  the  other,  and  1790. 
retting  his  foot  to  the  Iplack  man's,  fquared  as  If  co  Part  II. 
box  him,  faying,  that  he  would  learn  him  how  to  '■<y>* 
fight,  and  fignified  to  the  black  fellow  to  make  a 
blow  at  him  again,  which,  though  at  firft  he  knew 
not  how  to  do,  at  tafl  he  did,  and  gave  the  captain  a 
terrible  blow  i  the  captain  turned  about,  went  to  the 
cabin,  brought  up  a  horfe-whip,  and  beat  him  m')ft 
unmercifully,  firft  with  the  lalh,  then  with  a  iull 
fweep  with  the  but  end,  till  the  black  man  evacuated 
both   by   urine  and  excrement,  infomuch  tf^t  the 
fhip's  company  thought  he  could  not  furvive  it. 

The  other  inflance ;  the  black  men  between  decks 
had  drawn  the  ftaple  of  the  fore  lazaretto  where  the 
horfe-beans  were  kept,  and  taken  aa  witnefs  fuppofes 
through  hunger,  two  or  three  gallons;  at  night  theyP*  tOj. 
were  overheard  eating  them  j  five  were  feverely 
whipped  by  the  captain's  order,  two  of  the  ringleaders 
thumbfcrewcd;  a  punithment  fo  fevere,  that  while 
under  it,  the  fwcai  ran  down  their  faces,  and  they 
trembled  as  under  a  violent  ague  fit. 

The  men  flavcs  were  fettered  all  the  Middle  PalTiige 
till  in  fight  of  Uefida,  a  Well  India  ifland,  except  a 
few  fick  flaves  who  were  let  to  walk  the  deck,  and 
taking  great  care  to  recover  them.  This  confine- 
ment may  be  neccITary  from  their  great  fuperiority 
of  numbers.  Has  known  men  fettered  together  quar- 
rel in  the  night  i  but  this  was  put  to  rights  by  the 
fecond  mate  or  boatfwain's  going  down. 

As  to  capacity  among  the  negroes,  he  obfcrved 
fome  that  fccmed  apt  at  taking  any  thing.  Two 
boys  from  a  little  oakum  given  to  them,  would  very 
dexteroully  work  a  curious  Blbing-line,  twilling  it 
only  on  their  knees  i  it  was  ufcd  often  to  catch  cat 
fifh  i  there  w.re  others  not  lb  apt.  In  the  Wtft 
Indies  he  has  feen  them  at  different  handicrafts,  make 
as  good  workmen  as  white  ))eopIe. 

Was  not  on  fhore  in  Africa  to  obferve  their  difoo-  p,  |o*, 
fition  either  to  agriculture  or  trade,  but  in  the  Weft 
Indies  he  has  feen  fome  diligent  and  attentive  to  the 
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1790.  duties  required  of  them  j  others  there  arc  of  a  Uzf 
Pare  Il.'caft,  juft  as  our  common  people  at  home.  He  has 
^-v*-^  no  doubt  but  that  a  trade  might  be  cultivattd  with 
them  in  Africa.  Sierra  Leone  afforded  rice  to  the 
ftip  J  they  took  about  two  tons.  Pine  apples,  plan- 
tanes,  bananas,  and  yams,  were  brought  to  them  in 
abundance ;  fome  honey  alfo,  and  a  few  bottles  of 
the  juice  of  the  fagar-cane.  Both  natives  and  the 
Ihip's  boats  brought  them  off,  but  chiefly  the  na- 
tives. 

The  African  rice  is  in  quality  equal  to  the  Caro- 
lina; is  thought  to  go  farther;  it  has  a  rednels  in 
it,  which,  when  the  hufk  is  taken  off,  does  not  pene- 
trate the  grain,  but  lies  as  a  little  dufl;  upon  its 
furface. 

The  tarpaulins  are  only  put  on  in  cafe  of  rain  ; 
when  t^iken  off  there  is  a  fteam  comes  up  between 
the  gratings,  by  which  means  the  air  is  communi- 
cated to  them  below,  and  has  relieved  them  when 
they  have  been  panting  for  breath. 
p.  105.  Treatment  of  failors  on  board  with  him  was  in  ge- 
neral oppreOive,  particularly  in  one  or  two  inftanccs ; 
the  chief  mate  finding  a  leak  in  a  barrel  of  tar,  told 
the  captain,  who  called  the  boatfwain  to  account  for 
it  i  the  boatfwain  faying  it  was  not  his  fault,  for  that 
tar  would  run  in  that  warm  climate  -,  the  captain  told 
him  he  would  make  him  prevent  it,  and  then  took 
an  end  of  a  rope,  and  beat  him  in  To  unmerciful  a 
manner,  that  he  did  not  recover  for  fome  weeks. 

Another  inftance;  John  Coffee,  afliftant  furgeon 

was  taken  ill  of  a  difbrder  prevalent  among  the  whites, 

which  iirft  feizes  them  with  a  (leepy  heavincfs  and 

^         difmclination  to  move.     A  fwelling  of  the  legs  loon 

takes  place,  which  makes  it  painful  even  to  ftand  or 

'  walk  J  this  the  captain  faid  was  idlenefs,  and  that  if 

;    they  would  exert  themfelves,  they  would  foon  get 

well,  and  to  make  them  do  fo,  repeatedly  beat  them 

with  a  rope's  end.     In  this  manner  he  treated  Coffee, 

and  when  at  laft  he  could  not  ftand,  infilling  on  it 

that  he  would  make  him,  he  ordered  one  of  the 

hands 
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hands  to  feize  him  up  to  the  fhrouds,  where>  afrtr  a  1790* 
few  minutes  in  that  poficion,  Coffee  begged  htm  for  Fare  IL 
God's  &ke  to  flioot  him  and  put  him  out  of  pain  ■,  to  «Or^ 
which,  in  amoft  brutifli  manner  the  captain  anfwcredi 
*'  No,  no,  do  you  think  I'll  be  hanged  for  you  ?" 
Coffee  repeatedly  begged  him  either  to  let  him  down 
or  Ihoot  himj  yet  ftill  he  kept  him  there  for  near 
three  hours.     When  loofcd  he  lay  down  on  his  bed 
upon  the  deck,  and  in  about  two  hours  he  expired. 

In  the  outward  bound  p:ifrage  they  were  tolerably  \ 
well  off  in   point  of  provifions;  tiiey  had  4  lb.  of  j 
bread  a  week,   1  lb.  of  fait  beef  a  day,  with  a  pro-/ 
portion  of  potatoes,  which  being  out  when  they  ar-/ 
rived    on    the  coaft,  they   felt  it  a  little  Iharp,  but! 
caught  cat-hfh  to  fupply  their  place;  this  howeven 
the  captain  forbid,  and  refufed  alfo  to  add  half  ^P.  106. 
pound  of  bread  to  the  week's  allowance.    Once  ai 
week  they  had  ftock-fifti,  with  only  a  little  vinegar, 
chiefty  on  the  Middle  Paffage.     On  the  moft  parti       « 
of  the  outward  bound  paflage  they  had  a  breakt'all  1 
alfo  of  oatmeal  boiled  tnick,  called  Burgou,  which  | 
was  very  comfortable. 

From  the  year  1774  to  178^,  he  refided  at  Bofton 
and  New- York.  There  arc  there  many  n^ro  (laves 
and  free  blacks;  half  the  inhabitants  may  be  black. 
In  general  the  flaves  were  treated  very  well  there,  as 
are  fervants  here.  There  was  not  a  tingle  importa- 
tion of  (laves  while  he  refided  in  either  of  ihofe 
places.  Thinks  the  numbers  did  not  decreafe,  and 
from  the  great  multitude  of  black  children  running 
about  the  flreets,  he  infers  that  population  was  kept 
up.  He  never  faw  nor  heard  of  a  driver  in  America.  P.  loy. 
Negroes  are  not  puniihed  ordinarily  there  with  whip- 
ping ;  teaiing  was  never  found  to  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe;  they  are  transferred  to  other  mafters,  fuch  as 
they  like  themfclves,  for  they  have  liberty  to  choofe. 
He  was  paid  two  months  advance-money  on  the 
fhip's  failing  from  Liverpool,  which  was  accounted 
for  in  Welt  India  currency,  on  his  arrival  in  Weft 
Indies. 
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1790.  Having  foon  left  Liverpool,  he  does  not  know 
pan  It. whether  captain  Saltcraig  was  difcharged  for  his 
'■"y^  drunkennefs  and  mifconduft.  He  was  repeatedly 
reqiiefted  by  Mr.  Kice,  one  of  the  owners,  to  remaia 
in  the  fcrvice  and  promifed  promotion  in  it,  but  he 
objected  becaufe  of  the  ill  treatment  of  the  fliip's  cont- 
pany,  and  not  only  fo,  but  becaufe  he  did  not  like 
the  traffick.  He  had  an  alTurance  afterwards,  from 
Mr.  Rice,  that  Saltcraig  fliould  be  prevented  in  fu- 
ture from  ufing  the  fhtp'a  company  as  before.  Mr. 
Dove  had  made  a  point  of  ftating  it  to  the  owners 
himfelf. 

He  does  not  know  whether  Ficcinini,  Sifters,  and 
Wappoa,  arc  diftindt  ftates,  nor  while  there,  did  he 
hear  of  any  hoftility  between  them. 

He  never  heard  of  families  fold  on  account  of 
witchcraft,  nor  heard  of  fuch  a  thing  as  witchcraft 
while  on  the  coaft. 

Upwardsof  half  the  (hip's  crew  were  landmen. 

He  has  often  eaten  horle>beanSj  and  thought  them 
an  excellent  meft. 

He  went  to  Bofton  as  cooper  of  His  Majefty's  ihip 
Prefton,  under  Admiral  Graves  •,  at  New-York  he 
was  cooper  to  the  fame  (hip  under  Com.  Hotham. 

At  Bofton  white  people  cultivate  the  land  as  well 
as  negroes  ;  and  they  indifcriminately  work  together. 
Both  at  Bofton  and  New- York  he  was  appointed  to 
offices  on  (hore,  where  he  accordingly  refided  during 
the  whole  war,  till  17S3,  and  that  has  afforded  him 
an  opportunity  of  being  fo  particular  in  his  obfer- 
vations. 

He  thinks  an  Englilh  conftitution  equal  to  field- 
labour  at  Boflon.  He  has  not  a  doubt,  that  were 
there  a  fufficicnt  number  of  white  people  there,  the 
country  could  be  cultivated  without  any  negroes 
at  all. 


Witnefs 


(    47     ) 

Parr  II. 

Witnefs  examined — Clement  Noble.  '— nr-J 

Has  been  nine  voyages  to  Africa,  two  as  a  matCiP.  io8. 
and  feven  as  a  mader. 

RecoUtAs  the  voyage  when  Mr,  Tliomas  Trotter  P.  109. 
was  furgeon,  they  failed  2*^  June,  1783,  and  arrived 
at  Liverpool  in  Auguft  1784.  Had  no  previous 
knowledge  of  Doftor  Trotter ;  who  was  recommend- 
ed by  one  of  his  friends,  to  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
fliip.  Thought  him  often  very  remifs  in  his  duty, 
and  fpenc  a  great  deal  too  much  time  in  drefs,  which 
he  often  reproved  him  for. 

Veflel  about  300  tons;  bought  6.18  fiaves;  loft 
19  oh  the  coaft,  33  on  the  paflage,  and  6  in  Kingf- 
ton  harbour,  in  all  58.  In  preceding  voyage,  bought 
666,  buried  0.6  in  whole. 

In  the  voyage  with  Mr.  Trotter,  had  49  feamen, 
one  died  in  the  fmall-pox  ten  days  from  Liverpool, 
another  fell  overboard  from  a  boat  and  was  drowned, 
another  a  natural  death  -,  total  lofs  three,  which  he 
thinks  might  be  the  average  of  all  his  voyages.  P*  no. 

Does  not  remember  a  ^ad  man  and  a  living  ever 
being  found  chained  together,  nor  flaves  fuffocated 
from  the  tarpaulins  laid  over  the  gratings  through 
inattention,  which  it  is  impoiTible  can  happen,  for 
flaves  are  always  ready  enough  to  call  to  the  people 
on  deck  to  put  the  tarpaulin  cither  up  or  down  as 
they  feel  heat  or  cold.  Rain  is  kept  out  of  the 
rooms  by  a  tarpaulin  or  awning  fpread  10  or  12  feet 
above  the  deck  from  maft  to  malt,  like  the  roof  of 
a  houfe.  - 

Has  been  'often  at  Cape  la  Hou ;  trade  is  there 
chiefly  carried  on  by  the  Dutch*,  Englifh  or  French 
(hips  ftop  a  day  or  two  only,  perhaps  fometimes  a 
week.  Believes  flaves  cannot  be  taken  off  the  coaft, 
that  have  not  been  fold  under  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try.    Never  knew  an  inftance. 

Rtally 
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fcands  the  fame:  .  ch5n  ) 
Mem  to  the  deck,  «  fe, 
coaft  and  a  fc^r  days  afi 
tJJcen  ai^ay,  and  many  of  t 
they  arc  aJ  way,  very  ready 
except  a  few  fulky  onesf 
very  few  of  them.  As  to  , 
wem  to  dance  when  fulkv 

fUl  ""m?S  '^^"^  endcavoi 
P.  120.  '^'ir'^^  "?»  'hey  Jet  then 
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w  the  Black  Joke,  Captain  P 
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A r  R  I  c  A.— W.  Indies.        Nobli.  49 

killed  in  one  night,  bjr  a  black  man  of  the  (hip  (not  1790. 
a  Have)  who  told  rome  of  the  people  he  would  do  as  Pare  II. 
much  for  him  (Mr,  N.)  the  next  night  j  when  alked  *—«-*' 
if  he  faid  fo,  he  faid,  yes,  with  all  the  in^lence  in  the 
world  J  he  was  ordered  to  be  confined,  and  by  advice 
of  the  officers  of  the  fliip,  who  judged  it  unfafe  to 
keep  him  below,  he  was  lent  to  the  mall  head ;  at 
two  days  end  he  fent  to  fay  he  was  forry  for  what  he 
had  done,  and  hoped  to  be  let  come  down ;  he  was 
immediately  ordered  to  be  brought  down  and  let  out 
of  irons-,  but  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  voyage 
he  (Mr.  N.)  took  care  to  have  the  cabin  door  made 
faft  in  the  night :  the  man  was  very  turbulent,  and 
at  Kingllon  was  c^^  almoft  eyery  night  till  he  went 
off  the  ifland :  when  fo  confined  he  fent  every  morn- 
ing to  Mr.  N.  for  money  to  relieve  him:  he  never 
blamed  Mr.  N.  for  fending  htm  to  the  mafthead,  but 
told  many  of  the  failors  it  was  very  fortunate  he  was 
fo  confined,  otherwife  he  was  fure  be  would  have 
murdered  Mr.  N.for  his  refoiution  was  fixed. 

Does  not  recolleft  he  had  ever  any  trouble  with 
his  (ailors>  employing  attornies,  or  any  thing  of  that 
fort. 

Did  not  often  receive  flaves  in  the  night;  but  every 
now   and  then ;  that  the  other  captains  Oiould  not 
fee  them  come  on  board,   he  judged  was  the  caufe,P.  n^, 
for  the  traders  wiftied  to  keep  on  good  terms  with 
all  the  captains. 

He  was  nine  months  and  eight  days  on  the  coaft.    P.  1 14. 

Does  not  remember  receiving  three  men  that  were 
fifiiing  in  the  oifing,  but  has  frequently,  feen  them 
taken  out  of  cancers  and  fold  :  they  were  (laves  to  be 
fure.  The  greater  part  of  thofe  that  paddle  the  ca- 
noes, and  go  afilhing,  are  Oaves. 

Believes  perfons  in  the  condition  of  flaves  on  thep,  n  j. 
coaft,  may  be  fold  to  the  fliips,  without  being  con- 
victed of  any  crime  :  always  underllood  they  had  a 
right  by  the  laws  of  the  country  to  do  what  they 
pleafcd  With  their  own  property.  Never  made  any 
inquiry  whether  the  Oaves  brought  foe  fale,  w«t^.\«. 

W  umb,  3.  G  ^to^exx-^ 


Is  not  at  prefent  er 

quilted  the  lea  above  fo 

1 1  C.      SntiK  ot   the  ll.iVL's  a[ 

on  board,  but  in  gcncia 

in  very  good  fpifits  whi; 

Now  and  then  met  wi 
eat  without  force,  thenei 
and  if  that  would  not  do 

Has  been  often  below 
their  rooms:  they  had 
and  were  as  comfortable 
board  a  fliip :  could  walk 
ing  upon  them,  it  is  dom 
1 17. after  they  go  to  reft:  al 
placforms.  It  was  much  . 
than  at  others ;  that  depei 
when  calm  it  is  fure  to  be 
any  bad  cffeSts  from  the  ai 
fo  good  as  upon  deck :  i 
five,  but  more  fo  in  calm  v 

Refers  in  what  he  has  f 
between  decks,  &c.  to  th 
was  with  him. 

Cannot   fay  with  certai 
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Docs  not  remember  the  length  of  the  mens  room,  1790., 
the  breadth  about  26  feet :  cherewere  in  the  breadth  4  p^rt  II. 
rows  of  fldves  on  the  deck,  and  one  on  each  plat-  ^y*y^ 
form:  (towed  oa  their  baclcs  or  fides  as  they  chofcP.  118. 
to  lie :    chief  mate  and  boatrwain  generally  ftow 
them  in  the  mens  room:  never  meafured,  nor  calcu- 
lated vhat  room  they  had;  they  had  always  plenty 
of  room  to  lie  down  in,  and  had  they  had  3  times  as 
much  they  would  all  lie  clofe  jammed  together,  they  do 
fo  before  the  room  is  half  full :  the  fpacc  in  the  middle- 
between  the  two  rows  of  flaves  varies  according  to 
the  lengths  of  the  Haves  ;  in  fdme  places  perhaps  a 
foot,  in  fome  more,  in  fome  left  :  fometimes  when  the 
weather  is  cool  they  will  lie  as  near  the  fide  as  they 
can,  and  when  it  is  warm  crowd  more  under  the  grat- 
ings.   Cannot  recollect  how  chey  were  diftributed  as 
to  numbers ;    are  divided  fo  as  not  to  throng  one 
room  more  than  another:  they  were  he  believes  dif- 
tributed as  the  cargo  ufually  is  on  board  of  Guinea 
ihips,  where  he  underftood  it  the  rule  to  diftribute    ■ 
them  equally  fore  and  aft:  there  were  men  ftowcd' 
in  the  boys  room  adjoining  to  the  mens ;  which  is  ge- 
nerally the  cafe  (p,  120.) 

The  Qaves  were  fold  in  the  Weft  Indies  after  this 
manner  :  the  men  are  on  the  main,  and  the  women 
all  on  the  quarter  deck  1  the  buyers  come  in  at  the 
gangway  between,  where  they  remain  till  the  fale  is 
opened,  when  they  rulh  in  fore  and  aft,  and  fuit 
themfelvcs  as  they  can,  clapping  their  tallies  on 
whoever  they  mean  to  take. 

Believes  this  is  the  common  way  of  felling  a  cargo  P.  119. 
of  Haves  by  fcramble  in  Jamaica}  in  other  idands  it 
differs. 

Remembers  the  Haves  being  in  great  diftrefs,  and 
making  grievous  outcries  on  the  fale  by  fcramble  in 
this  particular  voyage :  the  caufc  of  ic  is,  bccaufe 
they  are  parting;  it  is  a  general  cry  and  a-  noifc 
throughout  the  whole  fliip;  but  more  particularly  fo 
with  fome  that  think  they  are  going  to  be  parted 
from  their  hufbands,  wives,  mothers,  children,  &c. 
G  2  ^nA 
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'79^-  but  the  purchsfen    are  alwayi  Tcry  paiticultr  in 
Fart  II.  making  exchanges,  fo  that  hufbands,  wives,  mothers, 
^"''^^^and  children,  and  even  acquaintances,  fliall  go  to- 
gether.   Never  knew  it  otherwifc.    ■ 

The  men  flaves  take  exercife  during  tbepaflkgc) 
a  drum  is  beat,  and  they  jump  or  dance  to  it,  as 
veil  as  their  ficuation  will  admit-,  the  ftout  men  ate 
all  in  irons,  and  a  right  In;  and  a  left,  and  thor 
hands  the  fame :  a  chun  faftens  the  greateft  part  ef 
them  to  the  deck,  a  few  days  before  leavmg  the 
coaft,  and  a  few  days  after  i  then  thofe  chains  are 
taken  away,  and  many  of  the  Qaves  lee  out  of  irons  % 
they  are  always  very  ready  and  very  fond  of  dancing, 
except  a  few  fulky  ones;  but  in  general  there  are 
very  few  of  them.  As  to  the  means  ufed  to  compel 
them  Co  dance  when  fulky,  the  mafter  or  people  that 
are  among  them  endeavour  to  perfuade  them,  and  if 
they  will  not,  they  let  them  do  as  they  pleafe. 
P.  lao.  He  was  fupplied  with  rice  or  corn  by  the  native* 
while  on  the  coaft. 


Witnefs  examined — Isaac  Farkbr. 


P.  122.  Ifaac  Parker,  Ship- keeper  of  the  Melampus  Frigate, 
failed  in  1764  from  Liverpool  to  the  River  Gambia, 
in  the  Black  joke,  Captain  Pollard,  who  treated  the 
flaves  well,  but  who  dying  off  St.  Jago,  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Capt.  Mar(hall,  who  did  not  behave  fo 
well  to  them,  but  pinched  them  in  provifions  and 
water,  while  there  was  plenty  in  the  Ihip.  One  ex- 
ception to  Captain  Pollard's  good  treatment  was,  a 
child  of  nine  months  old  which  rcfufed  to  eat,  for 
which  the  captain  took  it  up  in  his  hand,  and  flogged 
it  with  a  cat,  faying  at  the  fame  time,  «  Damp  you, 
I'll  make  you  eat,  or  I'll  kill  you." 

The  fame  child  having  fwelled  feet,  the  captain 
ordered  them  to  be  put  into  water,  though  the  Blip's 
cook  told  him  it  was  tpo  hot.  This  brought  off  the 

(kin 
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fkin  and  nails.  He  then  ordered  fweet  oil  and  cloths,  1790. 
which  Ifaac  Parker  himfelf  applied  to  the  feet ;  and  Part  11^ 
as  the  child  at  mcft  time  again  rcfufed  to  eat,  the  -o.'^-*. 
captain  again  took  it  up  and  flogged  it,  and  tied  a^-  123. 
log  of  mango-wood  18  or  20  inches  long,  and  of  12 
or  13  lb.  weight  round  its  neck  as  a  puniniment. 
He  repeated  the  flogging  for  four  days  together  atp.  127. 
mcfs  time;  the  lall  time  after  flogging  he  let  it  drop 
out  of  his  hand,  with  the  fame  exprcflions  as  before, 
and  accordingly  in  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
the  child  died.     He  then  called  its  mother  to  heave 
it  overboard,  and  beat  her  for  refufing.     He,  how- 
ever, forced  her  to  take  it  up,  and  go  to  the  fliip's 
fide,  where  holding  her  head  on  one  fide  to  avoid 
the  light.   Die  dropped  her  child  overboard,  after 
which  flic  cried  for  many  hours. 

The  crew  confifted  of  13  of  whom  only  5  furvivcd.?.  lafi. 

In  1765,  he  failed  again  from  l^iverpool,  in  the 
Latham,  capuin  Colly,  to  Old  Calabar,  and  there, 
for  want  of  provifions,  left  the  fliip,  which,  though 
bound  forthe  Weft  Indies,  lay  windbound  then  upon 
the  bar.  He  went  with  the  lui^eon  to  buy  flaves, 
with  the  goods  that  were  left,  to  Newtown,  where 
Dick  Ebro,  a  king's  fon,  who  knew  of  the  ill  treat- 
ment  given  the  crew  by  captain  Colly,  concealed 
him  fur  three  days  In  a  room  tilt  the  fliip  was  gone. 
He  then  came  out,  and  employed  himfelf  in  Bfhing, 
cleaning  their  arms,  &c,  and  remained  there  for  five 
months. 

When  there,  Dick  Ebro*  aflcing  him  to  go  to  warp.  12^ 
with  him,  he  complied,  and  accordingly  having 
flttcd  out  and  armed  the  canoes,  they  went  up  the 
river,  lying  under  the  bufhrs  io  the  day  when  they 
came  near  a  village  j  and  at  night  flying  up  to  the 
village,  and  taking  hold  of  every  one  they  could  fee, 
Thefe  they  handcutfed,  brought  down  to  the  canoes, 
and  fo  proceeded  up  the  river,  till  they  got  to  the 
amount  of  45,  with  whom  they  returned  to  New- 
town, where  lending  to  the  captains  of  the  fliipping, 
they  divided  them  among  the  fiiips.     About  a  fort- 
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Wjtnefs  examined— Rev.  Johh  Newtow, 

Rcftor  of  St.  Mary,  Woolnoth, 

'79°'       Made  five  voyages  to  Africa,  the  laft  in  1754,  u 
Fart  Il-maftcr  of  a  (lave-fhip.     Lived  alhore  about  a  year 
p"^'-"  and  a  half,  chiefly  at  the  ifland  of  Platitanes,  at  the 
'37' mouth  of  the  river  Sherbro. 

The  Purrow,  the  legiflative  and  executive  power 
there.  A  fort  of  free-mafonry,  to  which  the  obedi- 
ence paid  may  be  a  mixture  of  fuperftitious  charau, 
and  fubmifTion  to  government. 
P'  13^'  Always  judged}  that,  with  equal  advantages,  the 
natives  capacities  would  be  equal  to  ours.  Ha* 
known  many  of  real  and  decided  capacity.  The 
Sherbro  people  are  in  a  degree  civilized,  often 
friendly,  and  may  be  trufted  where  not  previoufly 
deceived  by  Europeans,  Has  lived  in  fafety  among 
themj  when  the  only  white  man  there.  The  belt 
people  he  met  with  were  on  the  R,  Gaboon  and  ac 
C.  Lopas.  Thefc  had  then  the  leaft  intercourfe 
with  £urope.  Believes  they  had  then  no  flavc- 
**•  '39-trade,  and  has  heard  them  fpeak  againft  it.  They 
traded  in  ivory  and  wax.  One  great  man  faid,  *<  If 
I  was  to  be  angry  and  fell  my  boy,  how  fhoutd  I  get 
my  boy  back  when  my  anger  was  gone  i  '* 

Has  known  Ihips  and  boats  cut  off,  but  never  ac 
Gaboon  or  C.  Lopas.  Sometimes  at  Sherbro,  ufually 
in  retaliation. 

Natives,  having  few  wants,  make  fewer  exertions  t 

but  he  docs  not   think  them   naturally  indolent. 

P.  140.  Many  of  them  hired  to  work  in  our  boats  and  Ihips. 

On  the  Wirvdward  Coaft,  they  cultivate  the  land,  not 

only  to  fupply  themfclves,  but  the  fhips  with  rice. 

Polygamy  being  pradlifed,  the  affedions  may  pof* 
libly  not  be  fo  ftrong  as  in  othtrr  countries  j  but  he 
-  never  heard  of  a  mother  felling  her  children. 

They 
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They  are  generally  worfe  m  their  conduft  in  pro-  1790. 
portion  co  their  acquaintance  with  us.  Firi  II. 

Believes  the  African  trade  very  fatal  to  leamen,  ^'''V**' 
from  expofure  to  weather,  intemperance,  and  111 
treatment.  Thinks  in  a  trade  in  African  produce 
they  would  not  nccelTarily  be  expofcd  co  weather  fo 
much,  and  that  the  flave-trade  is  a  great  caufe  of 
their  hard  treatment.  The  real  or  fuppofed  neceflity 
of  treating  the  negroes  rigoroully,  gradually  be- 
numbs the  heart,  and  renders  moft  of  thofe  engaged 
in  it  too  indifferent  co  their  fellow  creature's  Aiffer- 
ings.  He  has  fcen  them  when  fick,  beaten  for  lazi- 
nefs  till  they  have  died  under  the  blows.  P.  141. 

Once  when  on  fhore,  the  traders  fuddenly  put  him 
into  his  long-boat,  telling  him  that  a  mip  juft 
patTed,  had  carried  off  two  people.  Had  it  been 
Known  in  the  town,  he  would  have  been  detained. 
Has  known  many  other  fuch  inftances,  but  after  36 
years  cannot  fpecify  them.  It  was  a  general  opinion, 
founded  on  repeated  and  indifputable  fafts,  that  de- 
predations of  this  fort  were  frequently  committed  by 
the  Europeans,     (p.  147.) 

Knows  little  of  punilhments,  except  the  felling 
offenders  for  flaves.  Believes  many  were  fold  for 
flavcs,  whofc  punilhment  oihcrwife  would  have  been 
trifling.  . 

Many  confidered  frauds  3s  a  neccfTary  branch  orF.  142* 
the  flave-trdde.  Has  known  them  put  faife  heads  j 
into  powdcr-cafks,  cue  off  two  or  three  yards  from  I 
the  middle  of  a  piece  of  cloth,  greatly  adulterate  1' 
the  brandy,  and  fometimes  ftcal  back  articles  de-  1 
livcred. 

The  men  flavcs  always  fettered.  He  never  put 
them  out  of  irons,  rill  they  faw  the  land  in  the  rf. 
Indies.  Thinks  the  (liip  would  ijot  oihcrwife  have 
been  (d(c.  Two  or  three  plots,  in  his  0iip,  were 
timely  difcovercd.  He  was  mate  of  a  fliip  where 
one  white  man  and  three  or  four  negroes  were  killed, 
in  an  infurreftion. 

The  llavcs  had  more  room  in  his  Ihip^bcciufc  ^t 
Numb.  3.  H  tttN^ 
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1790*   never  compleated  his  purchafe;  but  their  fituatton 

Pan  il/n  a  full  {hip  is  uncomfortable  indeed,  being  kept 

^^^OT"^  conftantly  in  irons,  crowded  in  their  lodging,   and 

often,    in  bad  weather,    almoft  deftitutc  of  air  to 

,    breathe  i    befides  what  they  fuffer  from  the  ftiips 

motion,  in  their  irons,  and  the  difficulty  in  the  nighc 

of   getting    to   tncir   tubs,    which   arc  fometimcs 

overfet. 

P;  143*     In  plots  or  infurreftions,  they  fufFer  moft  generally 

fevere  floggings,  to  which  the  mafters  of  fome  Ihips 

he  has  been  on  board  of,  added  thumb-fcrews.     A 

captain  told  him  repeatedly,*  that  he  had  put  negroes 

to  death,  after  an  infurreftion,    by  different  cruel 

tortures.    In  many  (hips  the  fufferings  of  the  women 

were  aggravated  .by  the  brutality  of  the  crews.     He 

knew  many  women  in  Sherbro,  whom  he  thought 

modcft,  but  knows  not  how  to  compare  their  mo- 

delly  with  that  of  women  in  other  countries. 

The  flaves  are  fettered  in  pairs,  not  chained'.  He 
has  often,  in  the  morning,  fcen  one  of  the  pair  dead. 

He  has  known  pawns  taken  off  the  coaft  by  Euro- 
pe in  traders.  Individual  Europeans  were  thought 
well  of  by  the  natives,  but  they  had  no  good  opinion 
of  them  upon  the  whole,  and  fometimes  when  charged 
with  a  fraud  or  crime,  would  fay,  "  What,  do  you 
think  I  am  a  white  man  ? " 

S:i^.all  flaves,  from  8  to  16  years  of  age,  ufcd  to 
conftiruce  about  i-4th  of  the  cargo. 
P.  144.     He  was  at  three  flave  fales  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
at  one  in  South  Carolina.     Relations  were  feparated 
as  iheep  and  lambs  are  feparated  by  the  butcher. 

His  concern  in  the  flave-trade  was  not  profitable 
to  his  employers.  There  were  more  lofing  than 
gainful  voyages.  The  trade  was  generally  confidered 
as  a  fort  of  lottery. 

He  made  three  voyages  as  commander  of  a  flave- 
Ihip.  He  firfl:  went  on  board  a  flave-fliip  as  a  forc- 
mall-man  at  Madeira,  in  1745,  having  been  dif- 
charged  from  a  man  of  war  5  but  was  made  fteward 
for  about  fix  months.    He  was  left  by  her  when  the 

(hiiP 
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ftiip  failed  with  a  perlon  who  was  part  owner,  on  I790> 
ihe  coaft,  where  he  lived  perhaps  i8  months,  as  a -''V"'*^ 
fervant  lo  white  traders.  He  left  the  coaft  in  the 
end  of  1747,  as  paircnger  in  a  Ihip  which  called  at 
Gaboon,  and  arrived  in  England  1748.  He  counts 
all  that  time  his  Rrft  voyage.  In  that  time,  they 
traded  to  R.  dc  Nuna,  about  40  leagues  northward 
of  S.  Leone,  but  has  no  knowledge  of  the  inrer- 
mediace  country,  and  20  leagues  to  the  fouthward 
of  that  river,  in  the  R.  Sherbro. 

He  once  went  three  days  journey  inland,  which  hep.  146. 
fuppofes  might  be  fifty  miles  from  the  head  of  the 
river  or  creek  Caramanca.     Believes  he  did  not  ftay 
above  two  days.    He  never  went  fo  far  at  any  oihcr 
time,  fcldom  above  3,  4,  or  5  miles  from  the  coaft. 

He  has  fometimcs  found  all  trade  ftoppcd,  and  thep.  14^, 
depredations  of  European  traders  have  been  afligned 
by  the  natives  as  the  caufc,  and  he  has,  more  than 
once  or  twice,  made  up  breaches  of  this  kind  be- 
tween the  (hips  and  the  natives. 

He  believes  feveral  captains  of  flavc-ftiips  were 
honeft,  humane  men,  but  has  good  reafon  to  think 
they  were  not  all  fo.  The  taking  off  (laves  by  force 
has  been  tlioufj;ht  moft  frequent  in  the  laft  voyagesp,  148, 
of  capcains.  He  has  often  heard  maftcrs  and  officers 
exprefs  this  opinion.  Depredations  and  reprifals 
made  to  get  tiieni  were  fo  frequent,  that  the  Euro- 
peans and  Africans  were  in  a  fpirit  of  mutual  diftruft: 
he  does  not  mean  that  there  were  no  depredations, 
except  in  their  laft  voyage.  Has  known  Liverpool 
and  Briftol  (hips  materially  injured  from  the  conduct 
of  fome  (hips,  from  the  fame  ports,  that  had  left 
the  coaft.  It  is  a  fa£t  chat  fome  captains  have  com- 
mitled  depredations  in  their  laft  voyage,  who  have 
not  been  known  to  have  done  it  before. 

He  was,  for  moft  of  his  rclidcnce,  in  an  abjeflp,  140, 
ftatc  of  fcrvitude  and  ficknefs.  He  knew  the  natives 
better,  when  a  mafter  to  the  fame  part. 

He  felt  the  trade  very  ineligible,    but  had  no 
fcruple  of  Its  lawfulnefs  while  cngaacd  vn  vt. 

H  a  NN'ftw.^ 
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Witncfs  examined, — James  Morley,  Gunner  of  the  , 

Mcdway. 

1790.       Made  6  voyages  to  Africii,  the  firft  in  1760,' the 

Part  ILlaft  in  1776  :  ever  fince  in  the  king's  fervicc.     Let 

'^'^"V'^thc  African  trade  from  the  ill  ufagcr  he  himfelf  rc- 

?•  149-  ceived,  and  faw  towards  others.     He  continued  in 

*•  15^*  the  trade  from  a  promife  of  promotion,  and  to  main-^ 

uin  his  family.     In  the  firft  (hip.  being  then  9  or 

10  years  of  age,  he  was  a  fervant  j  alfo  in  the  fecoid  1 

in  the  third  before  the  maft ;  in  the  fourth  gunner  ; 

in  the  fifth  boatfwain  and  mate  *,  in  the  fiKth  mate« 

Has  been  much  on  the  coaft,  and  far  up  the 
country.  Has  been,  by  computation,  3  or  400  miles 
up  the  river  Nazareth,  and  about  200  miles  up  the 
river  Gaboon  (above  Parrot's  Ifland,  p.  164.) 
P,  151.  Has  alfo  been  at  Angola,  AflTenie,  Cape  ApoUonia, 
Cape  Coaft,  Anamaboe,  and  Old  Calabar  (at  this  laft, 
3  voyages — and  at  Commenda,  Succundee,  Dixcovc, 
Amunda,  Brandenburgh,  and  many  other  places, 
p.  164.) 

Africa  produces  cotton,  gold,  rice,  peppers,  palm- 
oil,  tobacco,  and  dye  woods*  He  never  was  ricing 
on  the  coaft,  but  has  bought  fomc  of  it  off  the  river 
Sifters,  and  different  places  on  the  Windward  Coaft. 
This  rice  was  brought  alongfide  in  canoes,  without 
any  inquiry  for  it  (in  bafkets  holding  about  2  gal- 
lons, p.  167.) 

The  natives  were  always  willing  to  do  any  fer- 
vices,  for  which  they  had  a  profped  of  being  paid 
immediately.  He  has  had  much  intercourfe  with 
P.  152.  them,  and  apprehends  they  would  raife  produce,  if 
made  to  fee  that  they  could  get  as  much  by  it  as  by 
felling  flave^.  They  traffic  only  in  provifions  and 
ivory  at  their  markets  j  alfo  for  flaves  all  through 
the  country. 

They 
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They  treat  their  flaves  with  the  greateft  kindnefs,  1790* 
more  (o  than  our  fcrvants  or  flaves  in  the  WeftP^rcII. 


Indies.  They  do  not  rare  to  fell  canoe-boys  aod  ' 
houfe- fcrvants,  who  raife  provifions,  BCh^  get  paltn-P- 15'* 
oil,  and  palm-wine,  make  grafs  and  other  cloths, 
build  houfes,  go  in  the  canoes,  and  do  the  houfe 
bufincfs.  Is  convinced  It  is  a  common  pra(5tice  forP.  153. 
them  to  fct  flaves  to  work,  who  are  refufed  by  the- 
Europeans.  In  Old  Calabar  he  faw  a  flave  that  was 
offered  to  his  Ihip,  at  work  in  the  plantation. 

He  owns,  with  jhame,  that  he  has  made  the  natives\ 
drunk,  and  has  given  an  extra  price  for  a  good  man 
or  lyoman.     He  has  feen  this  done  by  others.     Cap- 
tain Hildebrand  paid  an  extraordinary  price  for  one  1 
of  the  wives  of  a  man  whom  he  had  made  drunk,  and  \  ■ 
who  wiflied  to  redeem  her  next  day,  as  did  the  perfbn  | 
he  (Mr.  M.)  bought  the  man  of  j  but  neither  of  { 
them  was  given    up.     Suppofes  they    would   have 
given  one-third   more  than  their  price  to  redeem 
them  (knew  of  no  other  inftance,  p.  166.) 

Moft  of  the  flaves,  as  far  as  he  faw,  were  obtainedt 
by  purchafe.  He  knew  and  faw  only  one  taken  by\ 
fraud  by  the  black  traders.  It  was  one  that  came 
down  to  gcrt  fliell-Bfli,  that  he  bought.  Has  been 
told  by  the  natives  at  Calabar,  (but  never  faW  it,  p, 
165.)  that  they  took  flaves  in  what  they  call  war, 
which  he  found  was  putting  the  villages  in  confu- 
fion,  and  catching  them  as  they  could.  A  man  on 
board  the  Ihip  he  was  in,  fliewcd  how  he  was  taken 
at  night  by  furprifc,  and  faid  his  wife  and  childrenP.  IJ4» 
were  laken  with  him,  but  they  were  not  in  the  fame 
ftjip.  Had  reafon  to  think,  from  the  man's  words, 
that  they  took  the.  whole  village,  thofc  that  could 
not  get  away. 

In  Old  Calabar,  perfons  are  fold  for  flaves,  for 
adultery  and  theft.  On  pretence  of  adultery,  he 
remembers  a  woman  fold.  He  learnt  that  this  was 
only  a  pretence  from  her  own  -mouth,  for  Ihe  fpake 
good  Englifli,  and  from  the  refpcft  with  which  her 
hufband,  king  Ephraim,  treated  her,  when  he  cinA 
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1790.  on  board ;  whereas,  in  real  cafes  of  adultery,  they 
Part  II.  are  very  defperate. 
^•'v**!      He  has  feen  children  on  boards  without  parents 

or  relations. 
P.  155^     OflF  Taboo,  two  men  came  along-fide  in  a  canoe. 
JOne  of  them  came  up  and  fat  on  the  netting,  but 
jwould  not  come  into  the  (hip,  on  which  the  captain 
/| intoxicated  him  fo  with  brandy  and  laudanum,  that 
'jhe  fell  in  upon  deck.     (Does  not  know  laudanum^ 
;but  the  captain  ordered  him  to  pour  in  laudanum^ 
i  land  he  (Mr.  M.)  faw  him  pour  out  the  liquid,  which 
was  of  a  very  dark  brown,  p.   165.)  The  captain 
then  ordered  him  to  be  put  into  the  mens  room,  with 
a  centry  over  him.     The  man   in  the  canoe,  after 
calling  in  vain  for  his  companion,  paddled  off  faft 
(  towards  the  Ihorc.     The  captain  fired  fcveral  muflcec 
balls  after  him,  which  did  not  hit  him.     About  3  or 
4  leagues  farther  down,  2  men  came  on  board  from 
'  another  canoe.     Wliile  they  were  on  boara,  a  drum 
was  kept  beating  near  the  man  who  had  been  feized> 
to  prevent  his  hearing  them,  or  they  him. 
P.  156.     When  they  came  into  Gaboon,  in  the  Tom,  cap- 
tain  Matthews}  defircd   the  mate   to   call   himfelf 
captain,  while  he  hid  himfelf.     Two  of  the  chiefs 
fons  coming  on  board,  told  the  mate  that  he  lied, 
and  that  he  was  not  the  captain  :  on  this  the  captain 
came  up   the   fcuttle,  laughing.     The  chiefs  fons 
aiked  him  what  he  had  done  with  their  fons,  and  the 
boys  he  had  carried  off,  and  told  him  in  Englifli,  that 
if  he  came  on  ftiore  there  to  trade,  they  would  have 
his  head.     They  then  went  into  their  canoe,  and  left 
the  vcffcl,  calling  to  him  and  making  motions  to  the 
lame  purpofe.     Is  not  pofitive  as  to  any  other  in- 
ftance. 

When  at  Furnandipo,  in  the  Marcus  tender-floop, 
in  the  height  of  trading  with  the  natives  for  provi- 
fions,  a  man  ftole  a  few  firings  of  beads.  Bilhop, 
the  matter,  ftriking  him,  the  natives  flew  up  to  the 
wood.     Bifhop  fired  among  them,  and  ordered  the  * 

boat's 
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boat's  crew  to  do  ihc  fame.     A  great  Ihrieking  was  1790. 
heard,  and  chey  immediately  all  difappeared.     The  Part  II, 
boat's  crew  left  the  bout,  and  faw  the  track  ofblood  •-— y^** 
for  many  yards  ;  but  they  could  never  learn  whether 
any  of  them  were  killed.     Docs  not  remember  that 
any  of  the  natives  had  oiFercd  violence  to  the  boat's 
crew. 

From  Old-Town,  Calabar,  to  the  DukeVTown,  p.  jm, 
is  4  or  5  miles,  by  the  creek  j  but  by  the  mouth  of 
Crofs  River,  16  or  18  miles,  or  more.     New-Town 
is  a  long  way  from  the  fliipping.     Before  the  towns 
parted,  tliey  always  went  by  the  creek. 

When  there  has  bcert  a  full  purchafe,  the  (laves 
are  clofely  (towed  i  but,  when  a  fliort  purchafe,  and 
they  have  had  mortality,  they  have  more  room.  He 
has  been  employed  in  a  full  (hip,  in  (lowing  them  as 
clofe  as  he  polTibly  could.  In  moft  Ihips  he  has  been 
in,  the  men  were  in  irons  all  the  pa(rage.  In  full  P.  15S, 
fliips,  he  has  feen  them  in  great  perfpiraiions,  cfpc- 
cially  when  rains  obliged  them  to  keep  the  gratings 
long  covered.  He  has  wiped  them,  and  feen  them 
wiped,  in  pcrfpirations  fo  violent,  as  to  give  reafon 
to  chink,  if  they  had  been  long  kept  fo  clofe,  fuffo- 
cation  moft  have  enfued ;  but  this  he  never  found. 
He  has  I'een  tliem  under  great  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing. The  women  particularly,  often  get  up  on  the 
beams,  where  the  gratings  are  raifcd  with  bannifters, 
about  4  feet  above  the  combings,  to  give  air,  but 
they  aje  generally  driven  down,  becaufc  they  take 
the  air  from  the  reft.  -s^ 

He  lias  known  rice  held  in  the  mouths  of  fea-  j 
fick  flaves,  until  tliey  were  almoft  (trangled.  He  ! 
has  feen  die  furgcon's  mates  force  the  pannikin  be- 
tween their  teeth,  and  throw  the  medicine  over  chem, , 
fo  that  not  half  of  it  went  into  their  mouths,  the 
poor  wretches  wallowing  in  their  blood  or  excre- 
ments, hardly  having  life,  and  this  with  blows  of  the 
cat,  d — in[r  ihcm  fur  fulky  black  b .  He  de- 
clares he  has  known  the  doftor's  mate  report  a  Have 
dead,  and  have  him  thrown  overboard^  when  he  has 
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1790.  fcen  him  ftruggle  in  the  water;  no  one  could  ima- 

Part  Il.gine  why,  only  to  get  clear  of  the  trouble. 

V'-'v^       In  his  firft  voyage,  in  the  Eagle  Galley,  700  were 

taken  on  board  ;  believes  above  250  were  loft.     In 

*•  J59*his  fecond  voyage,   in  the  Amelia,  about  200,  or 

more,  were  taken  in,  18  or  20,  more  or  lefs,  were 

loft.     In  his  fourth  voyage,  in  the  Tom,  about  150 

or  more  taken  in,  25,  more  or  lefs,  loft.     In  his  fifth 

voyage,  in  the  Venus,  between  250  and  300  taken  in, 

about  20  loft,  but  is  not  furc. 

Some  flaves  fold  on  board,  moft  commonly  on 
fliore.  He  never  faw  them  fold  by  fcramble,  except 
in  his  laft  voyage,  in  the  Whim.  Refufe  flaves  arc 
P.  160.  fold  by  vendue.  He  has  ktn  refufe  flaves,  that  came 
out  of  the  fliip  he  was  in,  lying  about  in  St.  Kite's, 
in  a  very  bad  condition,  and  apparently  defcrtcd. 
He  has  known  the  poorer  people  buy  flaves  at  ven- 
due, for  a  trifle,  not  thinking  of  the  expence  of  cure  ; 
whf-n  they  find  the  raifmg  of  them  will  coft  a  good 
ds^al,  let  them  go  about' any  where.  He  has  been  on 
an  inqueft  at  Jamaica,  where,  from  the  appearance 
of  the  body,  the  verdict  was,  "  Died  for  want.** 
Upon  inquiry,  tlie  perfon  fufpectcd  to  be  the  owner, 
has  denied  that  it  was  his  flave. 

Some  feamen  enter  voluntarily,  but  knows  others 
are  kept  by  landlords,  till  in  debt,  when  they  oflTer 
them  a  Guineaman  or  gaol.  One  Sullivan,  a  land- 
lord in  Briftol,  got  2  or  3  young  fellows  in  debt,  and 
forced  them,  in  his  hearing,  to  go  on  board  the  Gui-. 
neaman  he  belonged  to,  or  to  gaol.  He  helped  to 
carry  them  on  board  himfelf  i  cannot  pofitively  fay 
this  is  a  common  praftice. 

The  feamcn  in  the  Guineaman  he  failed  in,  were 
generally  treated  with  great  rigour,  and  many  with 
cruelty.  Recollefts  many  inftances.  Matthews,  the 
chief  mate  in  the  Venus,  would  knock  a  man  down 
p.  loi;fbr  any  frivolous  thing,  with  a  cat,  a  piece  of  wood, 
or  a  cook's  axe,  with  which  he  once  cut  a  man  down 
the  flioulder.  In  the  Amelia,  captain  Dixon,  the 
men  were  tied  up,  and  had  4  or  5  dozen  laihes  at  a 

time> 


AfkiCA.—Vf.  Indies.  Morliy.  6j 

time,  and  then  rubbing  them  with  pickle,  he  told  1790. 
them,  "  They  fliould  not  ftink,  for  he  wou!d  faliPart  II. 
them  well."  He  has  heard  him  tell  them  fo  often.  He  <-ni-*rf 
(Mr.  Morley)  when  his  cabin-boy,  ft>r  accidentally 
breaking  a  glafs,  was  tied  to  the  tiller  by  the  hands, 
flogged  with  a  cat,  and  kept  hanging fome  time..  He 
has  ften  great  fevtrity  in  all  the  Briftol  vcffcls  he  has 
been  inj  but  capt.  Butler,  in  the  Whim,  ftom  Livcr- 

{»oo!,  neither  treated  the  flaves  nor  the  men  fcvcrc- 
y.  He  has  known  him  fend  the  only  bit  of  frelh 
provifions  he  had  from  his  table,  to  the  flck  flaves. 

The  feamens  provifions  were  ufually  fcanty.   Have 
no  fhelter.     Has  fccn  them  He  and  die  upon  deck. 
In  all  his  firft  5  voyages,  he  has  feen  feamen  fick  and 
ulcerated  ;  for  it  was  all  to  a  fickly  part  of  the  coaft  \ 
that  he  went.     They  are  generally  treated  ill.     He  \ 
has  known  men  afk  to  have  their  wounds  or  ulcers  '■ 
drcffcd ;  and  has  heard  the  doftor,  with  oaths,  tell  ' 
them  to  take  their  dung  and  drcfs  them.     Never  ■ 
knew  the  captain  compel  the  dotftor  to  do  his  duty  j 
nor  docs  he  know  that  the  doftor  made  this  anfwer 
in  the  captain's  hearing.  P.  i6a. 

The  Teamen  were  paid  in  Weft  India  currency,  in 
every  (hip  he  was  in.  There  are  more  defcrters 
from  Guineamen,  than  from  any  Weft  Indiaman  he 
has  been  in.  He  has  frequently  fcen  Guinea  feamen 
lying  about  the  wharfs,  &c.  in  almoft  all  the  iflands, 
with  ulcerated  legs,  and  other  diforders,  almoft  dead. 
He  has  often  relieved  them. 

In  Jamaica,  he  faw  a  man  hoifted  up  taught  to  a 
crane  on  a  wharf,  with  3  or  4  fifty-fixes  to  his  feet, 
and  flogged  with  a  ftiort  whip,  and  the  Ikin  fwellcd 
up  in  great  lumps:  it  was  not  broke,  but  bruifcd. 
The  negro  (logger  then  flogged  him  with  ebony  on 
the  fame  parts,  until  the  blood  ran  from  moft  of  his 
back.  He  was  told  the  flavc's  crime  was  running 
away;  and  that  the  ebonf  was  ufed  to  let  out  the 
bruifed  blood  Another  time,  he  faw  a  woman 
cruelly  flogged  at  Kmgfton.  He  was  told  (he  wasp,  ig'^ 
to  pay  her  miftrcfs  fo  much  a  month,  wbicVv  ftic  \\i.^ 
Numb.  3.  I  tyM. 
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1790.   not  done.     He  knows  many  fuch  inftanccs.    In  Ja- 
Part  Il.maica,  he  once  (and  only  once)  faw  marking  iron$ 

w*-v*w  heated  over  the  flame  of  rum,  and  applied  to  the 
thick  of  the  thigh  of  the  flaves,  as  they  came  through 
the  barricado-door  one  by  one. 

Captain  Briggs's  chief  mate,  in  Old  Calabar  river, 
lying  in  ambum  to  ftop  the  natives  coming  down  the 
creek,  purfued  Oruk  Robin  John,  who,  jumping  on 
ihore,  fliot  the  mate  through  the  head, 

Mr.  W;.';er,  matter  of  a  floop,  was  on  board  the 
Tolly  Prince,  captain  Lambert,  when  the  king  of 
Nazareth  ftabbed  the  captain  at  his  own  table,  took 
-the  vcfTd,  putting  all  the  whites  to  death,  except  the 
cook,  a  boy,  and  he  believes  one  man.  Captain 
Punter,  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  brig,  alkine  Walker 
why  the  king  of  Nazareth  took  this  ftep  ?  he  faid, 
*'  It  was  on  account  of  the  people  that  Matthews 
*'  had  carried  off  from  Gabopn  and  Cape  Lopas,  the 
"  voyage  before.*'     Walker  efcaped,  by  knowing 

P.  164. the  language.  The  Jolly  Prince  belonged  to  the 
fame  owners  as  Matthews's  (hip. 

He  was  fometimes  a  week,  fometimes  2  or  3  days, 
on  (hore  at  Gaboon.  He  faw  a  great  quantity  of 
ivory  there,  which  comes  from  inland,  on  the  (bould- 
ers or  heads  of  the  negroes. 

By  the  water-fide  about  Gaboon,  the  country  is 
flat  or  marfhy  in  feme  places,  but  the  farther  up  the 
river,  the  better  the  land.  It  runs  fo  high  in  the 
back  country,  as  to  be  feen  a  great  way  off.  The 
country  was  never  overflowed  while  he  was  there, 
and  he  never  heard  that  it  was. 

P.  165.  There  are  great  quantities  of  cotton  at  Calabar  and 
Gaboon,  but  no  rice  that  ever  he  faw.  Never  faw 
any  cotton  exported  from  thence  j  but  he  has  made 
pillows  of  it.  It  is  very  fine,  but  very  (hort  in  the 
pod. 

Sailors  in  the  Weff  Indies  are  called  wharfingers, 

J  by  feafaring  people  in  general,  becaufe  they  have 

ulcerated  legs,  and  are  fickly,  lying  about  the  wharfs 

and  private  places.    The  failors  call  them  fo  where 

there 
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there  are  wharfs ;  but  they  call  them  beach  homers,   1790, 
.  and  other  cant  names,  where  there  are  no  wharfs.       Part  tl. 

Very  particular   in  moft  captains  purchafing  no  *-"v*w 
Haves  but  fuch  as  appeared  to  be  in  good  health. 

They  had  always  an  hofpital  forward,  before  the 
men's  room. 


Witnefs  examined — Capt.  ThO.  BotToJt'*rHOMPsoM, 
Of  the  Royal  Navy. 

He  was  fecond  lieutenant  of  the  Grampus  in  1784,?.  '67. 
1785,  and  1786,  and  commanded  the  Nautilus  in 
1787,  in  carrying  out  the  black  poor  to  S.  Leone, 
where  he  was  from  May  to  September. 

The  principal  products  are  cotton,  indigo,  tobaccOj 
fugar-canes,  cam-wood,  gums,  cardamums,  rice, 
ivory,  and  gold-duft. 

Were  the  natives  inftrufted  and  encouraged,  he 
fuppofcs  they  would  cultivate  thofe  things.  Several 
natives  at  S.  Leone,  affifted  the  blacks  he  carried 
out,  in  building  their  houfes,  at  a  fmall  expenfe. 

The  natives  did  not  appear  inferior  in  capacity  top.  168, 
other  uncivilized  people.     On  the  contrary  they  ap- 
peared  paflelTed  of  great  quicknefs  and  cunning. 
Thofc  of  S.  Leone  appear  harmlefs  and  inoffenfive. 

He  has  heard  that  the  word  "  panyar,"  which  is 
common  on  the  coaft,  means  kidnapping,  or  feizing 
of  men. 

From  the  many  complaints  which  he  received  from 
them,  he  concludes  that  feamen  are  far  from  being 
well  treated  in  the  flave-fhips.  One  Bowdcn  fwam 
from  the  Fifher,  of  Liverpool,  captain  Kendal,  to 
the  Nautilus,  amidft  a  number  of  (harks,  to  claim 
his  proteftion.  Kendal  wrote  for  the  man,  who 
refufed  to  go,  faying  that  his  iifc  would  be  endan- 
gered. He  therefore  kept  him  in  the  Nautilus  till  P.  i6q 
u»e  was  paid  off.    He  was  a  diligent,  wiUina,,  i&!\Nt 
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1790.  feaman.     Several  of  the  crew  of  the  Brothers  of 

Part  II. Liverpool,  captain  Clark,  he  thinks,  fwam  towards 

i--v*^  the  Nautilus,  paffing  by  j  two  only  reached  her,  the 

reft,    he  believes,  regained  their  own  fhip.     The 

majority  of  the  crew  had,  the  day  before,  come  on 

P.  169.  board  the  Nautilus,  in  a  boat,  to  complain  of  ill 

ufage  :  but  he  had  returned  them,  with  an  officer  to 

inquire  into  and  redrefs  their  complaints.    This  was 

in  July,  1787.     He  received  many  letters  from  fea- 

men  in  flave-fhips,  complaining  of  ill  ufage,  and 

defiring  him  to  proteft  them,  or  take  them  on  board. 

Is  inclined  to  think  the  feamen  in  (hips  trading  in 

produce  are  not  fo  ill  ufed  as  thofe  in  (lave-Qiips. 

Several  of  his  own  officers  gave  him  the  beft  accounts 

'-       of  the  treatment  in  the  Iris,  a  Ihip  trading  in  wood, 

&c.  and  of  the  healthinefs  and  good  order  of  the 

P.  170.  (hip.     She  was  near  him  fcveral  weeks. 

He  (hould  fuppofe  the  flave-trade  is  not  a  nurfery 
for  feamen,  as  thofe  on  board  the  (lave- (hips  appear 
very  fickly,  from  their  being  very  much  cxpofed  to 
the  fun,  rains,  and  dews,  in  fmall  craft.  Thinks  a 
trade  in  the  produce  of  Africa  would  not  be  fo  un- 
healthy as  the  flave-trade.  A  crew  may  be  kept  as 
healthy  in  thofe  parts  of  Africa  he  has  been  in  as  in 
any  other  tropical  climate.  Only  one  man  was  lofl: 
in  the  Nautilus,  while  there,  and  that  was  from 
negleft. 

Thinks  more  are  crowded  in  a  flave-(hip  than  can 
be  carried  with  a  due  regard  to  their  health  or  com- 
fort. His  (hip  was  about  3^0  tons,  and  (he  had  her 
full  peace  compliment,  100  men.  It  would  have 
been  impoflible  to  ftow  4  or  500  people  in  her,  with 
P.  17 1. a  due  regard  to  their  health  and  comfort.  It  was  as 
much  as  he  could  do  to  (tow  his  lOO  men,  with  any 
comfort ;  but,  on  his  return,  by  the  Weft  Indies, 
being  ordered  to  take  ia  70  or  80  invalids  for  Eng^ 
land,  the  (hip  was  much  crowded. 

Thinks  the  S.  Leone  lettlers  were  landed  at  the 
moft  improper  feafon,  the  beginning  of  the  rains, 
At  Barbadoes  he  has  feen  fcveral  feamen  begging, 

apparently 


Aprica.— W.  Indies.  Thompson.  fig 

apparently  very  fickly  and  deftitute.    He  believes  1790. 
moft  of  the  Guinea  feamen  receive  a  great  Ihock  to  Part  11. 
their  conftitutions.  <-v>* 

In  the  Weft  Indies,  he  has  very  often  feen  the 
negroes  backs  bear  indelible  marks  of  the  whip. 

Believes  there  are  feveral  fpecies  of  gum  in  and  P.  171, 
about  S.  Leone  i  but  the  principal  is  guin  copal. 
Has  always  undcrftood  there  is  a  great  demand  for 
gum  copal  here. 

Each  man  has  from  i3  to  24  inches  for  his  ham- P.  173. 
mock,  in  a  man  of  war>  according  to  the  room  they 
can  rpare. 

Believes  about  380  free  negroes  were  fent  to  Sierra 
Leone.  Many  more  were  embarked,  but  fome  got 
afhore,  and  others  died.  Their  behaviour  was  ge- 
nerally very  bad ;  moft  of  them  were  worchlcfs, 
lawlcls,  and  drunken.  Some  of  them,  he  believes,?.  1^4. 
were  mechanicks ;  but  moft  of  them  vagrants  who 
infefted  London.  Thinks  a  colony  may  certainly  be 
eftablifhed  there,  by  people  of  a  different  charafter, 
under  proper  laws,  with  every  profpeCl  of  fuccefs,  as 
it  is  a  very  fine  fertile  country.  The  river  is  a  good 
port. 

At  fea  little  more  than  half  a  man  of  war's  crew 
are  in  their  hammocks  at  a  time,  as  they  are  generally 
at  watch  and  watch.  Height  between  decks  from 
5  feet  4  or  J  inches,  to  5  feet  10  inches. 

He  fcldom  or  ever  vifited  a  Guineaman,  as  his 
difgiift  always  overcame  his  cunofity.     Certainly  no  P.  175; 
comparifon  can  be  formed  between  the  fituation  of 
feanien  in  a  man  of  war  and  (laves  in  a  Guineaman. 

Cardamuin  Js  in  great  plenty  in  Africa.  He  has 
fecn  fome  black  pepper  j  red  peppers  of  many  fpecies 
in  abundance,  and,  he  has  been  told,  wild  nutmegs. 
The  ifland  of  St.  Thomas  abounds  in  wild  cinnamon, 
(which  he  cannot  diftinguifh  from  caffia)  but  he 
never  faw  any  on  the  continent,  though  he  thinks  ic 
equally  calculated  to  produce  it.  Wild  grapes,  iho' 
not  very  palatable,  are  in  plenty  at  S.  Leone,  and 
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board,  he  expre0ecl  a  willi  for  Tome  volunteers.    A  1790- 
black  pilot  in  the  boat,  called  two  boys  who  werepart  II. 
en  fliore,  carrying  balkets  of  IhallotSj   and  afked  ^^-v^n* 
captain  H.  if  they  would  do,  in  which  cafe  he  would  P-  ^7^' 
t^ke  them  off,  and  bring  them  to  him :  this  he  de- 
clined.   From  the  eafe  with  which  he  did  it,  con- 
cludes this  was  cuftomary.     Black  pilot  faid  the 
merchantmen  would  not  refufe  fuch  an  offer. 

He  was  advifed  not  to  go  alhorc  at  Gambia,  by 
the  merchants  there,  for  fear  of  being  taken  by  the 
natives,  who  owed  the  En^lilh  a  grudge,  for  fooie 
injuries.  A  man  at  Gambia,  who  called  himfelf  a 
psince's  brother,  had  been  carried  to  the  W.  Indies* 
in  an  Englilh  Ihip,  and  was  fent  to  Europe  by  the 
governor. 

A  boy,  whoni  he  bought  from  the  merchants, 
had  been  carried  in  the  night  from  his  father's  houfe, 
where  a  Ikirmifh  had  happened,  in  which,  he  believes, 
he  faid,  both  his  parents,  but  he  well  remembers 
one,  were  killed.  The  boy  faid  many  were  killed*' 
and  fome  taken. 

Several  natives  fpoke  very  good  French  and  Eng'P.  179, 
lllh.  He  had  a  letter  from  a  man  at  Gambia  very 
well  written  in  French.'  A  man,  whofe  child  was 
to  be  buried,  could  not  ftand  the  Ihock,  and  re- 
quefted  to  ftay  on  board  the  Zephyr,  till  the  cere- 
mony was  over,  and  he  fhcwed  much  grief  and 
emotion. 

He  was  often  applied  to  by  the  merchants  (Eng- 
lilh,  p.  180)  for  help,  owing  to  deaths  and  Ccknefs 
among  their  feamen.  He  did  not  lofe  a  man  in  bis 
own  fhip. 

Never  faw  the  women  working  in  the  fields ;  but 
has  often  feen  the  men  railing  provifions  near  Dacard. 
Has  feen  them  drefs  their  corn  in  a  Urge  hole,  by 
cutting  it  to  pieces  with  Iharp  inftrumenis  on  ftaves. 
Has  feen  them  working  their  common  cloths  in  their 
looms. 

He  apprehends  the  boys  (afore&id)  were  frecpeo-F.  180, 
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fcized  the  bcft  looking  (laves,  afterwards  picking  and  :i790.  i 
culling  them  to  their  minds.     They  were  immedi-Part  IF. 
atcly  purchafed  and  hurried  out  of  the  yard  s  fo  that,  ^-nr^ 
in  a  few  hours,  only  the  refufe  flaves  remained; 
whofe  health  had  fufFered>  generally,  as  he  conceived| 
from  crowding  and  confined  air  on  board,  and' who 
were  afterwards  fold  at  a  great  under-pricel 

In  America,  the  overfcer  roufed  the  (laves  and  fetP.  183^ 
them  to  work  in  the  morning.  They  did  not  work 
for  fet  hours,  but  by  ta(k-work,  generally  a  rood  of 
land  to  each,  when  eafily  cultivated  j  it  othcrwifc, 
jhe  overfcer  fet  the  ftrongcft  to  the  hardeft  work^ 
and  vice  verfa^  and  indeed  it  was  ufual  to  lefTen  the 

?iece  of  land  confiderably  when  uncommonly  foul. 
*he  negroes  generally  helped  thofe  who  could  not 
fini(h  fo  foon  as  the  refl: ;  (o  that  they  left  the  field 
at  once,  pretty  early  in  the  afternoon  when  their 
work  ccafed,  and  they  were  at  perfeft  liberty  for 
the  reft  of  the  day.  They  had  no  other  time  but 
Sunday,  and  a  few  holidays  at  Chriftmas>  Sunday 
was  intirely  at  their  own  difpofal. 

Each  man  and  woman  (lave  had  weekly  a  peck  of 
Indian  corn  or  clean  rice,  each  about  141b.  or  a 
bufhtl  of  potatoes,  near  4olb.  and  the  children,  in 
proportion  to  their  age.  (A  peck  of  Indian  corn 
about  7id  a  peck  of  rice  lod.  a  bu(hel  of  potatoes 
from  8d.  to  lod.  p.  196.)  Befides  they  had  gene- P.  184. 
*  rally  as  much  ground  as  they  chofe  to  cultivate,  the 
produce  intirely  at  their  own  difpofal. 

Each  man  received,  at  the  beginning  of  winter,  a 
coat,  waiftcoat,  and  breeches  and  boots  of  white 
plains,  alfo  a  milled  worfted  cap  and  a  pair  of  ftrong 
ihoes.  In  fummer  they  commonly  have  an  Olhaburg's 
fhirt  and  trowfers.  The  women  were  clothed  much 
in  the  fame  way,  except  the  boots.  The  children  had 
each  a  long  warm  gown  down  to  the  heels.  They 
had  alfo  every  fecond  year,  a  warm  duffel  blanket. 

It  was  ufual  to  have  overfcers  to  fupcrinterid  every 
plantation,  and  drivers  under  them.   Generally  {KCi>cv\^%  \^V 

Numb.  3.  K  vWvj- 
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tinent  by  the  difputes  there.  Was  fcveral  months  in  1790. 
Jamaicaj  (viz.  from  aboutDec.  1778  10  February  or  Part  11; 
March  1779,  p.  198.)  i--vw 

Haviog  then  had  little  to  do  in  Jamaica^  he  weot 
from  cunolity  to  various  eftates,  and  to  compare 
their  management  with  that  of  the  continent.  (He 
crofTed  the  ifland  for  the  fame  reafon>  p  198.)  He 
muft  confefa,  he  differed  in  opinion  with  feveral 
planters  in  their  way  of  working  the  flaves>  as 
thinking  tc  rather  fcrved  to  deprefs  their  fpirits,  and 
their  general  ap'pearance  was,  by  no  meanSj  favour, 
able.  He  obferved  that  they  worked>  almoft  from 
fun-rife  to  fun-fec*  he  might  fay;  (tliey  had  almoft 
an  hour  for  breakfaft,  and  nearly  two  hours  for  din- 
ner, p.  200)  and  that  they  were  conftandy  followed 
by  drivers,  who  forced  the  weak  to  keep  up  with  the 
ftrong,  as  far  as  pollible.  Looking  into  the  books 
of  an  cftate  (of  Mr.  Gray's,  p.  199)  under  the  di- 
rection of  a  friend,  (Mr.  Hugh  Polfon,  who  was 
rather  attorney,  he  believes,  than  manager,  p.  199) 
to  his  utter  furprize,  he  faw  that  the  negroes  were  . 
turned  out  on  Sunday  as  regularly  as  on  any  other 
day,  to  work  in  their  own  grounds :  but  it  appeared 
that  the  produce  was  appropriated  to  the  negroes 
fubfiftence,  and  not  to  their  emolument,  unlefs  per- 
haps there  was  a  furplus  of  food.  How  far  that 
furplus  was  applied  to  their  benefit,  he  is  not  per* 
^  feftly  clear. 

He  thinks  he  could  perceive  a  confiderabtc  difFe-P.  188, 
fence  between  the  general  appearance  of  the  Beld 
and  the  town  llavesj  becaufe  the  latter  were  much 
better  fed  and  clothed,    and    not  worked  fo  hard. 
Believes  that  might  be  the  rcafon. 

The  fituation  of  married  men-flaves  on  the  conti- 
nent was  generally  very  comfortable,  as  they  had  a 
houfe  and  ground  where  they  could  raife  many  little 
nccelTaries;  and  they  took  great  picafure  in  raifing 
their  children,  for  whom  they  feemcd  to  have  tht^ 
lincered  attachment.  He  mult  confefs,  he  did  not 
think  the  W.  India  flaves  feemcd  to  enjo^  tW  Utt\c 
K  2  cqtcAox^^ 


ya  Africa.  Hills. 

1790.  pie  from  the  pilot's  mode  of  fpeaking,  and  from  his 
Pare  IL  winking,  implying  ic  was  an  illicit  thing. 
w#v"W  Was  informed  the  pcrfon's  brother  who  was 
brought  to  him  bounds  was  a  great  man  in  the  vil- 
lage he  was  taken  from.  He  Ihould  apprehend  no 
crime  was  alledged  againft  him ;  becaufe  the  next 
day  he  returned  to  his  own  village. 

They  always  paid  the  king  of  Damel  for  wooding 
and  watering.  There  was  a  fixed  price  for  every 
boat  landing. 
P.  181.  He  attributes  the  healthincfs  of  his  crew  in  Africa 
to  medical  precautions,  (which  were  ufed  to  guard 
againft  the  noxious  land- vapours,  p.  181).  Bark 
and  Madeira  wine  were  always  given  the  men  when 
they  went  on  fhore,  and  returned  on  board. 

The  natives  in  Damel  appear  very  lazy  and  idle.' 
In  the  Gambia,  he  had  no  opportunity  of  landing  to 
fee  their  induftry.  He  does  not  think  they  could  be 
very  eafily  induced .  by  any  encouragement,  to  ma- 
nufadture  their  produce  fo  as  to  become  articles  of 
trade. 

He  had  on  board  the  Zephyr,  on  an  average,  about 
90  men,  which  was  her  compliment.  She  was  about 
2cx^  tons. 


Witnefs  examined— George  Baillie,  Efq. 

P.  182.  Refided  25  years  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
Commenced  merchant  in  Charlefton  in  1756,  (p. 
193.)  afterwards  planter  in  1767,  (p.  194.)  and  as 
Commiffary  General .  of  Georgia.  Settled  there  in 
176a,  (p.  197.) 

Many  veffcls  arrived  while  he  refided  at  Charlef- 
ton and  Savannah,  with  flaves  from  Africa.  He  faw 
many  of  the  crews  of  thofe  fiiips  who  had  fqualid 
countenances,  and  ulcerated  limbs. 

Notice  of  the  falc  having  been  given  fome  days 
before^  the  flaves  were  ranged  in  a  clofe  yard,  a 
great  gun  fired^  and  buyers  rulhed  violently  in,  and 

feized 
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feized  the  beft  looking  (laves,  afterwards  picking  arid  J790-j 
culling  them  to  their  mindi.     They  were  immcdi-?art  II. 
ately  purchafed  and  hurried  out  of  the  yard ;  fo  that,  *-v^ 
in  a  fev  hours,  only  the  refufe  flaves  remained}  ■ 
whofe  health  had  fufFered,  generally,  as  he  conceived^ 
from  crowding  and  confined  air  on  board,  and' who 
were  afterwards  fold  at  a  great  undcr-pricel 

In  America,  the  overfccr  roufe<^  the  (laves  and  fecP.  183^ 
them  to  work  in  the  morning.  They  did  not  work 
for  fet  hours,  but  by  ta(k-work,  generally  a  rood  of 
land  to  each,  when  eafily  cultivated  j  if  otherwife, 
jhe  Dverfeer  fet  the  ftrongeft  to  the  hardeft  work, 
and  vice  verfa;  and  indeed  it  was  ufual  to  leflen  the 
piece  of  land  confiderably  when  uncommonly  foul. 
The  negroes  generally  helped  thofe  who  coiild  not 
fini(h  fo  foon  as  the  reft:  fo  that  they  left  the  field 
at  once,  pretty  early  in  the  afternoon  when  their 
work  ceafed,  and  they  were  at  perfeft  liberty  for 
the  reft  of  the  day.  They  had  no  other  time  but 
Sunday,  and  a  few  holidays  at  Chriftmas^  Sunday 
was  incircly  at  their  own  difpofal. 

Each  man  and  woman  Qave  had  weekly  a  peck  of 
Indian  corn  or  clean  rice,  each  about  t4lb,  or  a 
bulhel  of  potatoes,  near  4olb.  and  the  children,  in 
proportion  to  their  age.  (A  peck  of  Indian  corn 
about  7id  a  peck  of  rice  lod.  a  bulhel  of  potatoes 
from  8d.  to  lod.  p.  196.)  Befides  they  had  gene-P.  1S4. 
'  rally  as  much  ground  as  they  chofc  to  cultivate,  the 
produce  intircly  at  their  own  difpofal. 

Each  man  received,  at  the  beginning  of  winter,  a 
coat,  waiUcoat,  and  breeches  and  boots  of  white 
plains,  alfo  a  milled  worfted  cap  and  a  pair  of  ftrong 
Ihoes.  In  fummer  they  commonly  have  an  Olhaburg's 
fhirt  and  trowfers.  The  women  were  clothed  much 
in  the  fame  way,  except  the  boots.  The  children  had 
each  a  long  warm  gown  down  to  the  heels.  They 
had  alfo  every  fecond  year,  a  warm  duffel  blanket. 

It  was  ufual  to  have  overfeers  to  fuperincerid  every 
plantation,  and  drivers  under  them.   Generally  fromP.  v^v 

Numb.  3,  K  \.\tt^vi- 
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1790.  thirty-two  to   thirty-five  workers  were  under  one 
Part  Il.overieer  and  one  driver. 

^•-v^w  In  America,  he  has  feen  marks  on  them^  but  not 
very  often^  and  feldom  when  they  had  humane  maf* 
ters.  The  drivers  feldom  or  never  whip  the  Oaves 
through  their  day's  work;  becaufe  it  was  impoffible 
to  know,  till  towards  the  clofe  of  the  day,  whether 
a  flave  would  or  would  not  finifh  his  talk;  and  it 
was  thought  time  enough  to  punifh,  when  their 
negle£t  deferVed  it.  He  has  very  rarely  feen  them, 
in  America,  with  clogs  on  their  legsj  but  never 
with  chains. 

/     The  rearing  of  children  was  very  much  attended 

■  to  in  America.     Pregnant  women  did  no  work  for  a 

confiderable  time  before  delivery.    Coarfe  child-bed 

linen  was  provided,  and  fuificient  care  taken  of  them 

when  lying-in.     The  child  was  properly   clothed, 

P#  iSq^and  taken  care  of.     Believes  they  are  raifed  in   as 

{  great  a  proportion  as  children  in  Europe,  when  they 
are  in  healthy  fituations.  Never  heard  of  the  teta- 
nus in  that  country. 

The  chief  produce  was  rice,  indigo,  and  humbcr. 
Lands  intended  for  rice,  if  fwampy,  arc  drained  and 
banked  to  keep  water  from  lodging  on  them.  When 
pcrfeftly  dry,  the  rice  is  fown  (about  March  20th, 
p.  195.)  in  ftraight  trenches,  weeded  as  it  grows, 

,  and,  when  about  three  feet  high,  and  quite  clean, 
the  fluices  are  opened,  and  the  water  admitted  about 
June  aoth,  which  ftands  about  a  foot  deep,  till  to- 
wards the  firft  week  in  September,  when  it  is  ripe. 
After  the  ground  becomes  a  little  dry,  it  is  cut  and 
cocked  up  in  the  field.  Having  ftood  there  fomc 
little  time,  it  is  Hacked,  in  the  barn-yard,  like  corn 
in  Europe.  It  is  thrafhed  like  European  grain,  win- 
nowed, put  through  wooden  mills,  to  take  ofi^  the 
external  coat,  and  into  mortars,  worked  by  horfcs 
or  water,  to  diveft  it  of  the  inner  (km.  It  is  then 
fifced,  and  put  up  for  exportation. 
P«  iSy.  InOftobcror  November  1777,  he  went  to  Jamaica 
and  the  Bahamas,  having  been  forced  from  the  con- 
tinent 
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tinent  by  the  difputes  there.  Was  fcveral  months  in  1790. 
Jamaica,  (viz.  from  aboucDec.  1778  to  February  or  Part  II; 
March  1779,  p.  198.)  i^v*J 

Having  then  had  little  to  do  in  Jamaica,  he  went 
from  curiofity  to  various  eftates,  and  10  compare 
their  management  with  that  of  the  continent.  (He 
crofTcd  the  ifland  for  the  fame  reafon,  p  198.)  He 
muft  confefs,  he  differed  in  opinion  with  fevcral 
planters  in  their  way  of  working  the  flaves,  as 
thinking  it  racher  ferved  to  deprefs  their  fpirits,  and 
their  general  ap'pearance  was,  by  no  means,  favour- 
able. He  obferved  that  they  worked,  almoft  from 
fun-rife  to  fun-fcc,  he  might  fayj  (they  had  almoft 
an  hour  for  breakfafl;,  and  nearly  two  hours  for  din- 
ner, p.  200)  and  that  they  were  conftantly  followed 
by  drivers,  who  forced  the  weak  to  keep  up  with  the 
ftrong,  as  far  as  polUble.  Looking  into  the  books 
of  an  eftate  (of  Mr.  Gray's,  p.  199)  under  the  di- 
rection of  a  friend,  (Mr.  Hugh  Polfon,  who  was 
rather  attorney,  he  believes,  than  manager,  p.  199) 
to  his  utter  furprize,  he  faw  that  the  negroes  were  . 
turned  out  on  Sunday  as  regularly  as  00  any  other 
day,  to  work  in  their  own  grounds :  but  it  appeared 
that  the  produce  was  appropriated  to  the  negroes 
fubfiftence,  and  not  to  their  emolument,  unlefs  per- 
haps there  was  a  furpius  of  food.  How  far  that 
furplus  was  applied  co  their  beneBt,  he  is  not  per- 
^  feftly  clear. 

He  thinks  he  could  perceive  a  confiderable  diffe-P.  188, 
rence  between  the  general  appearance  of  the  field 
and  the  town  (laves  j  becaufe  the  latter  were  much 
better  fed  and  clothed,    and   not  worked  fo  hard. 
Believes  that  might  be  the  reafon. 

The  fituacion  of  married  men-flkves  on  the  conti- 
nent was  generally  very  comfortable,  as  they  had  a 
houfe  and  ground  where  they  could  raifc  many  little 
neceflaiiesi  and  they  took  great  plcafure  in  raifing 
their  children,  for  whom  they  feemcd  to  have  ih^ 
finccrcfl:  attachment.  He  muft  confefs,  he  did  not 
think  the  W.  India  flaves  feemed  to  enjoy  the  Civv\t 

K  2  CQKAQXt> 
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1790.  comfort  in  that  refpcA;  as  he  apprehended  it  was 
Part.  II.  not  fo  much  the  wilh  of  planters  there  to  increiaife 
flaves  by  births,  as  oh  the  continent. 

He  has  in  companies  in  the  Weft  Indies  (he  does 
not  think  they  were  very  ferious  neither — it  is  a  very 
invidious  thing)  heard  them  fay,  that  after  giving  a 
certain  price  for  a  negro^  if  he  worked  a  certain  time, 
there  would  be  no  great  Iqfs  fuftained  by  his  death ; 
but  believes  they  are  too  humane  to  wifli  a  man  to 
die.  Does  not  think,  that  on  the  continent,  any 
gentleman  would  have  fug^efted  fuch  a  matter. 
(Thefe  matters  pafled  only  m  curfory  convcrfation, 
irobably  at  a  table.  Does  not  fay  this  opinion  was 
;eneral,  by  any  means,  p.  200.) 

Except  their  not  being  fo  much  driven  through  the 

day,  believes  punifhments,  on  the  continent,  as  fevere 

as  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

P.  189*     Planters  in  America  refided  almoft  entirely  on  their 

cftates;  but,  from  what  he  could  obferve,  conftder- 

,able  Jamaica  planters  moftly  lived  in  Europe.     It 

/appeared  to  him,   that  the  flaves  of  a  reQdent  pro- 

\  prietor  had  a  chance  of  better  treatment. 

Several  of  his  flaves  took  every  ftep  in  their  power 
to  be  taught  to  read.  On  Sundays  many  of  them 
went  regularly  to  church  (or  meetings,  p.  197.) 
which  he  encouraged.  In  evenings  they  very  often 
had  a  kind  of  regular  worfliip,  among  themfelves. 
They  bought  fpellih^- books,  with  their  own  money, 
and  with  the  help  of  other  negroes  that  could  read, 
fomecame  to -read  tolerably. 

When  near  a  town,  they  regularly  carried  their 
produce  to  market.  Some  mafters  bought  it  of  them$ 
or  little  veflcls  bartered  with  them  for  xhcir  produce, 
poultry,  and  pigs. ' 
P.  190.  Has  known  Icvcral  town-negroes  buy  their  free- 
dom; but  the  country  ones  never  did,  or  could 
come  at  property  enough  to  do  it.  Free  negroes  ia 
America  may  hold  every  kind  of  perfonal  property  ^ 
but,  he  thinks  not  land.    Is  not  very  clear. 

The 
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The  negroes  in  Ainuner  were  much  healthier  than  1790. 
m  winter.  Part.  JI, 

The  field-n^ociln  Jamaica  appeared  worn  down  ^■'yw 
vith  extreme  Jabour,  and  being  conftantly  preiled 
upon,  through  the  day,  by  the  drivers. 

He  thinks  the  cl,imate  of  Jamaica,  in  every  refpcA, 
much  more  fyvourable  to  negross  than  that  of 
America,  and  hence  they  were  (ubjeft  to  tewcr  dif- 
orders:  is  alfo  of  opinion,  that  many  of  their  com- 
plaints arofe  from  extreme  fatigue,  and  that  reft  ge- 
nerally reftored  them^  without  medicine. 

The  negroes  on  the  continent,  in  winter,  were  ex-F.  191. 
tremely  fubjeA  to  pleurifics  and  peripncumonies,  and 
fometimcs  dyfpntery.     In  fummer  rarely  Co  compara- 
tively. 

Jamaica  families  had  confid^ably  more  domefticlu 
than  thofe  of  Europe.  ' 

He  thinks  negroes  perfectly  capable  of  learning 
any  trade.  Has  Known  many,  and  fome  of  his  own 
(laves,  who  almoft  without  inftru£tion,  became  good 
commoQ  houfe  carpenters  and  coppers.  He  bought 
an  African  lad  who,  without  tnftruftion,  but  juft  fee* 
ing  carpenters  work,  and  ufing  tools  at  times,  be- 
came fo  good  a  carpenter,  that  ite  could  frame  and 
build  any  common  houfe,  and  alfo  build  boats  for 
the  eftate.  He  has  known  many  fxlverfmiihs,  black- 
finiths,  taylors,  and  fbip- carpenters.  A  mercantile 
houfe,  of  his  acquaintance,  had  a  number  of  black 
Ihip-carpcnters  and  black  fTiiLhs,  with  the  fuper- 
tntendance  of  two  or  thicc  whites,  built  {hips  of  400 
tons,  which  were  fcnt  wich  rice  to  the  Thames,  and 
fold  for  above  jnool. 

There  might  De  ionie  tew  worthlefs  fellows  among 
the  negroes  ;.  but,  upon  the  whole,  they  weie  always 
very  willing  to  work. 

He  has  TecA  many  inftances  of  very.  aSeAtonate  P.  192 
parents,  and  of  their  being  pu^clTcd  of  every  Ibcial 
idea.     A  (lave  of  his,  wbo(c  Ion  vim.  drowned,  did 
not  recover  hi^  fpirits  for  many  months.     A'l  his 
Haves  {hewed  him  a  very  firm  attachment,  and  wera 

\ 
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1790.  fully  grateful  for  every  favour.  During^  the  fiege  of 
Pare  II.  Savannah,  he  and  another  had  rice  eftates  on  Hutch* 
v-'v^"-^  infon's  ifland  oppofite  Savannah, where  there  was  much 
grain  and  foragtj  to  proteft'  which,  the  commander 
ordered  the  flaves  on  the  ifland  to  be  armed,  and 
fent  feveral  whites  to  lead  them  on.  A  French  34 
gun  frigate  anchored  to  batter  the  town,  and  landed 
troops  on  the  ifland,  to  deftroy  the  barns.  His 
flaves  and  others  beat  the  French,  who,  he  thinks^ 
never  made  another  attempt. 

Is  perfedly  fatisfied  that  the  cultivation  of  cotton 
or  cofiee  is  much  eafier  than  that  of  fugar,  but  that 
of  rice  fully  as  laborious  (p.  201.) 

He  bought  a  man  about  35  years  old,  feemingly 
very  fteady.  While  the  other  flaves  were  cheerfully 
E^*  193*  reaping,  he  fliewed  him  how  manage  the  hook.  He 
difappeared  for'  feveral  days,  and  at  laft  he  was  dif* 
covered  hanging  to  a  tree,  about  which  the  birds  ho- 
vered. As  he  had  not  been  at  all  ill  treated,  and  did 
not  fee  the  negroes  at  extremely  hard  work,  he  con- 
ceived he  committed  fuicide,  becaufe  he  would  not 
brook  flavery.    He  was  an  imported  African  (p. 

201.) 

On  almofl:  every  American  eftate  there  were  great 
numbers  of  very  thriving  children,  who  foon  became 
ufeful,  and  always  made  the  beft  flaves. 

A  child,  foon  after  birth,  was  valued  in  America 
at  5I.  fterling. 

Field-work  on  the  continent  was  not  held  degrad- 
ing to  Mulattoes  or  free  negroes,  nor  does  he  think 
It  would  in  Jamaica.     Both  certainly  worked  in  the 
field,  for  their  own  benefit,  in  America.     Not  pofi- 
tive  whether  they  did  fo  in  Jamaica. 
?•  J 94-    .He  had  various  trafts  of  land,  but  planted  from 
120  to  130  acres  of  rice,  chiefly  on  Hutchinfon*s 
•    ifland,  where  had  between  200  and  300  acres  of  very 
?.  195.  valuable  land,  and  about  40  working  flaves.     Tho 
land  could  produce  any   thing,   and,  at  times,   he 
planted  (perhaps  40  acres  of)  indigOj  with  Indian 
6Drn,  peafe,  &c.  for  the  negroes. 

In 
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In  Georgia,  light  irofts  ufually  fet  in  about  0£l;.  1790. 
25th,   which  generally   checked  vegetation.       ThePart  II. 
greateft  fcverity  of  winter  fcldom  till  Chriftmasi  fpring  »--«r^ 
began  about  March  zoth,  when  grain  was  Town.  (The 
winter  is  about  the  fame  length  in  S.  Carolina  as  in 
Georgia,  p.  196.) 

In  winter,  the  negroes,  threlhed  and  prepared  the 
rice,  and  a  little  before  fpring,  repaired  the  banks. 

;£.iio  Georgia  currency,  and  140I.  Jamaica  cur- 
rency rcfpei5tively  equal  to  lool.  fterling. 

Before  the  American  difputes,  he  never  knew  thcP.  197* 
leaft  fcarcity;    but  afterwards,  when    people  were 
driven  away,  and  much  difturbed  in  planting,  there 
was  a  confiderable  fcarcity. 

Mr.  Whitfield  had  grants  of  land  for  a  houfe  and 
a  plantation.  He  ereded  an  orphan-houfe,  with 
collections  chiefly  from  England,  bought  flaves> 
fettled  a  plantation,  and,  with  the  produce,  fupportcd 
the  houfe. 

Does  not  think  his  refidence  in  Jamaica  was  longp,  201.' 
enough  to  give  him  a  complete  idea  of  the  fyftem. 
He  only  fpcaks  of  fuch  thmgs  as  he  faw. 

He  has  heard,  and  partly  knows,  that  theEboesP.  202. 
are  very  high  fpiritcd,  and  do  not  brook  (lavery  fo  well 
as  fcvcral  other  Africans. 

He  faw  a  fmall  yellow  Indian  corn,  on  feveral 
eftatcs,  and  believes  it  was  for  the  horfes,  and  perhaps 
the  negroes  ;  alfo  fome  very  large  plan  tone- walks,  he 
believes  for  the  flaves'  ufe. 

As  it  was  cuftomary  in  America,  for  free  negroes  P.  303. 
and  Mulactoes  to  get  leave  to  plant  on  pares  of 
eltates,  or  to  rent  a  piece  of  land  to  plant,  and  as  he 
can  conceive  this  might  be  the  cafe  in  Jamaica,  he 
docs  not  think  fuch  labour  would  be  held  dcgradingi 
yet  it  was  not  common  for  thefc  people  to  work 
among  field-fiavcs.  Is  clear  they  do  not  in  America, 
but  not  fo  pofitive  refpecting  Jamaica, 

His  refidence  in  Jamaica  was  not  long  :  but  mufl  i 
confcfs  he  did  not  think  the  n^roes  there  lb  robull,  1 
and  good-looking,   as  in  general  in  Amciic^.    S:\«.  ^ 
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1790.  docs  think- himfclffofer  acxjuaintcd'with  negroes' tliat 

Part  II.  the  working  them  by  talk  is  far  preferable  to  the  W. 

*^»*^  Indian  mode  of  working  them  con ftantly.     R'eallv 

believes  the  lupcriority  in  appearance  juft' mentioned^ 

may  be  partly  afcribed  this  different  mode  of  work- 

P.  204.  In  the  upper  parts  of  Georgia  and -5.  Carolina, 
where  grain  or  Indian  corn  was*  cultivated  by  thrf 
plough^  white  men  fOmetime^  hired  thcnileivts  as 

iervants. 
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Witnefs  examined, — Sir  Georos  Toitko, 

P*205.  A  capKain  in  the  navy.  Has  been  4  voyages  to 
Africa,  in  1767  and  1768 — 1771  and  177^.  From 
Cape  Blanco  to  Cape  Lopas,  including  every  Eng- 
li(h  fettlement,  and  fome  Dutch, 

His  opinion  (from  information  of  natives  and  fet- 
ters) of  the  general  modes  of  obtaining  flaves  on  the 
Coaft  of  Africa,  was,  that  the  greater  part  were  pri- 
foners  of  war;  part  for  crimes  real  or  imputed  ;  kid- 
napping ;  but  the  term  there  is  panyer ;  and  a  fourth 
mode  was,  the  inhabitants  of  one  village  feizing 
thofe  of  another  weaker  village,  and  felling  them  to 
the  fhips. 

When  at  Annamaboe,  at  Mr.  Bruce's,  a  very  great 
merchant  there,  Mr.  B.  had  2  hoflragesV  kings  fons, 
P.  206,  for  payment  for  arms,  and  all  kinds  of  military  ftores, 
which  he  had  fupplicd  to  the  2  kings,  who  were  at 
war  with  each  other,  to  procure  flaves  for  at  leaft  6 
or  7  fhips,  then  lying  in  the  road  j  prifonerson  both 
fides  we«re  brought  down  to  Mr.  B.  and  fent  t6  the 
fhips. 

Believers,  from  two  inftances,  that  kidnapping  was 
frequent!)'  praAifed.  One,  that  of  a  beautiful  infant 
boy,  which,  after  trying  to  fell  at  all  the  different 
trading  fliips,  they  came  along  fide  his  (the  Phcenix) 
and  threatened  to  tofs  it  overooardj  if  no  one  would 

buy 
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buy  it,  flying*  they  had  pany ar'd  it  with  many  other  Ufgo, 
people,  but  could  not  fell  it,  though  they  had  foldP*"  II. 
the  others ;  he  purchafcd  it  for  a  quarter  calk  of  p'^'*^ 
wine. 

The  fecond  was,  a  captain  of  one  of  the  Liverpool 
fliips  had  got,  as  a  temporary  miftrefs,  a  girl  from 
king  Tom,  of  Sierra  Leone,  and  Inftead  of  returning 
her  on  fhere  at  leaving  the  coalt,  as  is  ufually  done, 
he  look  -her  away  with  him;  Of  this,  the  king  coin- 
plained  to  him  (Sir  G.  Young]  very  heavilv,  and 
begged  him  to  apply  to  his  brother  George  (mean- 
ing our  king)  to  get  her  reftored  to  him.  This,  king  j 
Tom  called  buchra,  or  white  man's  panyanng.  I 

The  term  panyaring,  feemed  to  be  a  word  gene-  ' 
rally  ufed  all  along  the  coaft  where  he  wa<i,  not  only 
among  the  Englilh,  but  the  Portuguefc  and  Dutch. 

H^  always  heard,  that  the  fovereign  or  chief  of  4 
dillri£t,  generally  derives  a  certain  proBt  from  the 
fale  of  flaves. 

Has  heard  many  inftances  of  depredations  on  the  P.  207. 
Coaft  of  Africa,  by  European  traders.  For  one ; 
going  into  the  river  St.  Andrew,  and  making  a  pre- 
sent as  ufiul  to  the  king,  of  a  cafe  of  gin,  was  oblig- 
ed to  drink  a  dram  out  of  each,  of  12  bottles  t  upon 
alking  the  realon,  the  king  faid  it  was  ufual  for  tra- 
ders (but  did  no:  fay  whctiier  black  or  white)  to 
make  ufe  of  poifon ;  but  that  he  ihould  not  have 
obliged  him  to  drink,  if  he  had  known  the  Ihip  had  ' 
been  a  man  of  wir,  aa  he  knew  a  man  of  war  had  no 
defi^n  of  panyaring. 

The  natives  all  down  the  coaft,  were  fearful  of  ap- 
proaching the  (hip,  till  convinced  of  its  being  a  man 
of  war,  when  they  readdy  came  on  b-jard. 

Many  negroes  he  met  with,  feemed  to  poflefs  as 
ftrong  natural  Icnfe  as  any  (et  of  people  wh-itevct}  . 
their  temper  appeared  to  be  very  good-natured  and 
civil,  unlefs  where  they  fufpeCted  fome  injuryj  are 
however  naturally  vindiiftrvc,  and  revenge  the  injury 
done. 
I^umb.  2'  L  H* 
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1790.       He  verily  believes,  that  the  natives  would  culti- 
Part  Il.vate  the  foil  for  natural  produftions,  provided  they 
w*-v*i*p  had  no  other  means  of  obtaining  European  comnrio- 
P.  2o8.dities.     He  recollefts  fome  circumftanccs  in  proof 
of  their  induftry.     A  number  of  people  from   the 
Bullam  fhore,  came  over  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  oflFcr- 
cd  their  fervices  to  work,  at  a  very  low  price  5  he 
accepted  of  a  few  (who  worked  very  well)  and  might 
have  had  thoufandsofthe  fame  defcription.     Further 
is  of  opinion,  from  obfervation,  that  Africa  is  capa- 
ble or  producing  every  thing  of  the  Eaft  or  Weft 
Indies,  in  equal  perfection,  with  equal  cultivation. 
Of  fpices,  he  met  with  two  forts  of  cardamoms,  black 
P.  209, pepper,  fame  as  in  the  Eaft  Indies;  the  bird  pepper 5 
Chili  pepper,  or  Cayenne  ;  alfo  a  fpecies  of  ginger. 
Brought  to  England  fcveral  plants  of  the  cinnamon 
tree,  from  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas,  whtre  it  is  in 
great  abundance. 

Has  been  fcveral  times  on  board  a  Have  (hip  j  they 
were  all  in  a  ftate  of  cleanlinefs;  as  clean  indeed  as 
their  fituation,  with  the  number  of  men  confined  on 
board,  would  admit  of.  He  attempted  to  go  down 
the  fore  hatchway  of  one  of  them,  but  was  deterred 
by  the  ftench,  which  was  intolerable,  though  there 
was  then  only  300  on  board,  and  waited  for  200 
more.  The  men  flaves  were  all  chained,  which  he 
confidered  as  a  neceflfary  precaution,  as  there  was 
not  quite  20  feamen  on  board  at  the  time. 

The  African  flave  trade,  not  a  nurfery,  rather  a 
grave  for  feamen.  Thofe  of  them  which  he  faw 
on  board  the  flave  ftiips,  complained  of  ill  treatment, 
bad  feeding,  and  cruel  ufage;  all  of  them  wanted  to 
enter  on  board  his  (hip.  He  aflccd  fome  of  them 
the  reafon  why  they  were  fo  treated,  they  anfwered, 
it  Was  the  practice  of  the  owners  and  mafters  of  the 
veflels  to  treat  them  fo,  that  they  might  run  away 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  fo  forfeit  their  wages.  It 
was  likewife  the  cuftom  for  the  feamen  of  every  (hip 
in  fight,  to  come  by  their  boats  on  board  his  (hip; 
moft  of  them  quite  naked,  and  threatening  to  turn 

pirates. 
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pirates,  if  the  king's  fhip  would  not  take  them  j  this  rygo. 
they  faid  openly,  and  is  perfuadcd,  if  he  had  had  a  Part  II. 
ftiip  of  the  line  to  have  manned,  he  could  have  done  ^--v^* 
it  in  a  very  ftiort  time,  for  they  would  all  have  leftP.  210 
fliips.  Though  he  took  particular  notice,  he  could 
never  fee  a  boy  on  board  any  of  thefelhips  ;  in  every 
other  trade,  there  are  always  boys  on  board. 

Has  heard  many  inftances  of  Tailors  efcaping  to 
the  woods  ;  feveral  he  has  received  on  board  his  fliip 
from  the  woods,  where  they  had  no  fubfiftance. 

Has  feen  a  great  deal  of  very  fine  timber;  in  his 
opinion,  ufcful  for  Ihip  and  houfe-building,  as  well 
as  furniture;  likewife  dying  woods  of  great  variety  j 
fome  of  the  wood  he  brought  home,  and  turned  into 
furniture.  He  is  in  poflcflion  of  fpecimens  of  ebony, 
iron-wood,  and  other  forts,  all  very  hard.  When  ac 
Sierra  Leone,  he  faw  a  velTel  belonging  to  Mr.  Pin- 
tard,  built  upon  the  rocks,  of  the  woods  of  Sierra 
Leone. 

Has  been  a  great  deal  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  at  Bar- 
badoes,  Antigua,  St.  Kitt's,  Dominica,  Grenada, 
Guaiialoupf,  Martinique,  Port  Rico,  and  laftly  at 
Jamaica,  from  the  years  1761,  to  1763.  Has  been 
ilnce  there  feveral  times  in  a  man  of  war,  and  fome- 
times  a  patTcngcr  in  a  merchant  (liip. 

Was  twice  in  the  Phcenix,  at  Barbadoes,  Antigua, 
St.  Kitt's,  Dominica  and  Jamaica,  in  1767,  and 
1768. 

Farming,  an.I  the  management  of  land,  has  inP.  an, 
England  been  liis  amufement  and  pleafure,  ever  fince 
the  laft  peace.  When  in  the  Weft  Indies,  has  re- 
marked to  the  gentlemen  there,  the  great  want  of 
the  plough  and  fpade  ;  and  confidered  the  hoe  as  an 
implement  much  more  laborious. 

Never  dw,  or  he.ird  of  taik-vvork  praftifcd  In  any 
of  the  Weft  India  iflands. 

Has  rem.rked  very  bad  efFcfts  from  the  abfence 

of  the  pro|)rietors,  and  the  cftate  and  lUves  being  lefc 

under  the  dirciflion  of  managers,  which  grcitly  Icf- 

fens  the  value  of  Weft:  Indian  cftatesj  he  vjvU  VA.'fct 

L  2  >iyia. 
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1790.  upon  him  to  fay,  to  the  amount  of  at  leaft  one-fifth 
Parr  1 1,  pan  of  the  whole  ;  for  the  ovcrfecrs  or  managers,  in 
^'^'y^  a  litde  time,  always  became  rich,  and  frequently 
more  fo  than  iht^ir  maftcrs.  It  is  alfo  injurious  to 
the  Have,  becaufc  he  was  made  to  work  harder,  than 
he  is  fure  the  owner  would  have  allowed  j  their  pro- 
vihons  were  not  fo  good;  generally  fait  provifion> 
fomftimes  dritd  fifli,  or  (linking  fait  meat,  which 
thrir  maftrrs,  he  is  fure,  would  not  have  allowed  j 
for  he  his  the  honour  to  be  acquainteil  with  fome  of 
them.  He  was  informed  by  the  merchants  of  King- 
fton,  that  it  waN  not  an  uncommon  pradlicc  for  the 
overfetTs  to  buy  ficklv  Daves  at  half  price,  or  Icfs, 
and  charger  them  to  their  mailers  as  prime  healthy 
flavfSi  trofr  frequently  died,  as  it  is  faid  in  thefea- 
foning,  which  he-  coi  fidtrs  as  a  farce  altogether. 

Uncle! Hood,  that  purchafinj^  African  Haves  was 
mucii  iht*  cheapell  mode  or  keeping  up  the  numbers  ; 
for,  that  the  mother  of  a  bred  fla^e  was  taken  from 
the  field  labour  for  ^^  vcars ;  whicii  labour  was  of 
more  value  than  the  colt  of  a  prime  flavt,  or  new 
nepro. 
P,  212.  The  negroes  work  in  ginQ:s,  and  in  regular  rows, 
with  hoes,  witii  which  they  kept  rcgui.ir  time  in 
their  work,  the  whole  gan^r  together,  fo  that  the  weak 
were  oblig-d  to  keep  up  wkh  t!ie  moie  robuft.  For 
there  were  black  drivers  ovrr  th  m,  with  a  whip  cal- 
led a  cowdcin,  with  which  he  fuppofe^,  if  they  had 
not  kept  up,  they  would  have  been  punifhed. 

Has  been  a  great  deal  in  the  Eiil  Indies ;  never 
faw  or  heard  of  any  labourers  working  in  the  field, 
under  the  whip  of  a  driver  there,  or  in  America. 

Recolledls  a  particular  in.tance  of  the  high  fpirit 
of  the  negroes,  which  occurred  at  Accra.  ^  'I'he  go- 
vernour  had  bought  aflave  (of  a  country,  the  natives 
of  which,  when  cnflaved,  are  always  known  to  kill 
themfelves)  and  was  complaining  to  commodore 
Collingwood  and  him,  that  he  had  been  cheated  by 
the  merchants,  of  whom  he  bought  him  ;  that  he  was 
a  very  fine  fellow  s  aiking  whether  they  would  not 

go 
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go  and  fee  him,  for  that  he  had  mortaUy  woundeci?i790. 
himfclflaft  night;  when  carried  to  him,  they  up  Part  11, 
braided  him  with  his  rath  conduft,  by  the  interpre-  ^-^v*-' 
ttr,  and  his  reply  was,  that  no  m^n  of  his  country 
could  live  as  a  flavc,  but  that  he  was  very  well  in- 
clined to  ferve  the  commodore  in  the  man  of  war, 
but  not  as  a  flave;  he  died  the  next  night. 

The  negro  women  on  the  coart  of  Africa,  appear- 
ed to  him  as  prolific,  as  any  race  of  people  he  ever 
faw  in  any  part  of  the  world  j  the  climate  of  the 
Well  Indies  not  lefs  favourable  to  them  than  their 
own.  P.  213, 

Was  about  6  months  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  each 
time.  The  crew  of  the  Ihip  he  commanded,  amount- 
ed to  100,  of  which  loft  2,  who  were  fickly  when  they 
went  out,  and  1  boy  by  an  accident. 

The  Itork  of  fl.ives  might  be  kept  up,  or  incrcaf-  ■ 
cd.  Without  importations  from  Africa.  At  firft  in- 
deed, the  deficiencies  woulU  be  felt  for  a  few,  per- 
haps 20  years-,  but  after  a  while,  they  would  double 
tlicir  nu.nbr-rs,  as  he  fees  no  piiyfical  caule  to  pre- 
vent a  Mick  min  and  woman  being  equally  prolific 
in  the  Wi  It  Indies,  as  in  .Africa. 

The  land  of  Air.cA  is  moflly  cultivated  by  the 
men  ;  the  wom^-n  fom-'timfs  fct  lire  to  tiic  grafs,  but 
that  is  very  little  ;  tne  men  turn  up  the  ground  with 
pointed  lli^rks,  having  no  European  implements  there 
that  he  law. 

In  the  Weft  Indies,  he  refided  longer  on  fliore  at 
a  time  in  Jimaica,  than  any  other  illand ;  once  fo 
long  as  6  werki :  never  above  a  week  on  jhore  at 
any  Qthr-r  iQjnd.  At  Jamaica,  lived  for  above  3 
weeks  at  Mr.  Prevnft's,  Id  Harbour;  and.  Mr.  P.  214, 
Thomas's,  Sixteen  Mile  Walk,  about  3  weeks  mo.-c  i 
both  fjgar  ellates. 

In  [he  arguments  which  he  held  with  the  planters, 
refpcftin»z  the  fuperiority  of  the  plough  and  fpade 
over  the  hoe,  was  never  able  to  make  a  profelyte. 

Under  the  prefcni  fyftem,  rhe  flive  trade  is  neccC- 
fary  to  the  cultivation  of  the   Weft  Indite  ■,  ^>ix.  \1 
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1790.  the  breeding  of  the  negroes  were  promoted  there,  it 

Part  IL  would  be  unneceflary.  Hisrealbnsfor  thinking  that 
^-nr*M  due  attention  is  not  paid  by  the  planters  to  the 
rearing  of  children,  are,  that  when  he  was  upon  the 
above-mentioned,  and  fome  other  eftates,  he  found 
no  encouragement  given  the  blacks  to  marry ;  that 
they  cohabited  promifcuoufly,  and  that  the  women 
generally  mifcarried,  as  he  was  told  by  Mr.  Prevoft 
and  Mr.  Thomas,  from  their  hard  field  labour ;  and 
that  it  was  a  rare  thing  for  a  negrefs  employed  in 
field  labour,  to  have  a  live  child. 

At  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  after  the  capture  of  chc  Ha- 
vanna,  he  aflfociated  with  the  Spanilh  planters,  and 
found  they  made  it  a  ferious  point  to  marry  their  nc- 

*  groes,  wherever  they  could,  to  make  them  Chriftians, 

and  to  keep  them  regularly  together :  they  had  them 
chriftened,  and  gave  them  little  rewards,  and  accord- 
•'ing  to  the  number  of  children  they  produced  and 
re.ired ;  and  the  men  ufeJ  to  boaft  of  their  being 
Chriftians,  and  wear  "a  crofs  about  their  necks  j 
though  he  inquired  all  he  could,  he  remarked  nothing 
of  the  kind  done  in  Jamaica. 

P.  215.  The  planters  realbns  ag.iinft  the  ufe  of  the  plough 
were,  the  hardnefs  of  the  ground,  the  negroes  igno- 
rance, and  that  it  had  ever  been  the  praftice  to  make 
life  of  the  hoe;  fuch  was  the  fubftance  of  their  argu- 
ment, which  he  thinks  was  faying  nothing. 

It  fcemed  to  be  the  univerful  fyftem,  to  fupply 
their  ellates  with  African  negroes,  rather  than  be  at 
the  trouble  of  breeding. 

Conceives  thofc  parts  of  Dominica,  and  the  other 
i (lands  ceded  by  France  (by  the  peace  of  1763)  yet 
in  woods  and  uncleared,  cannot  be  cleared,  without 
the  purchafe  of  negroes  from  fome  part  or  other. 

The  cultivation  of  the  Weft  India  iflands,  to  the 
extent  of  which  they  are  capable,  certainly  will  in- 
crcafe  the  trade  and  navigation  of  Great  Britain  :  was 

P.  2i6.informt*d  there  is  a  great  deal  of  land  fit  fot  cultiva- 
tion Hill  uncleared  in  Jamaica. 

Dges 
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Does  not  think,  that  the  lofs  of  feamcn  by  the  un-  i7S^- 
favourable  circumftances  of  the  llave  trade,  can  be  **"**>* 
put  in  cortipctition  with  the  increafed  number  of  fca- 
men  that  muft  beconfcqucncupon  the  increafed  cul- 
tivacion  of  the  iHands;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  muft 
obferve,  that  the  lofs  of  feamcn  in  the  African  flavc 
trade,  as  now  carried  on,  is  annually  greater  than  the 
increafe  in  the  Well  India  trade. 

From  the  obfervations  he  was  able  to  make  at  Mr. 
Prevoft's  ellate,  he  could  not  difcover  any  diftimflion 
made  between  the  weak  and  ftrong;  but  they  were 
in  gangs  molt  certainly. 

Where,  in  the  Privy  Council  Report,  he  is  ftated 
to  have  faid,  chat  he  could  not  get  the  men  to  work  P.  217. 
for  him,  he  meant,  of  fome  particular  parts  of  the  * 

coaft,  not  in  general.  And  where,  in  the  fame  re- 
port, he  is  llated  to  have  faid,  chat  the  field  labours 
arc  ufuaily  performed  by  women,  as  to  what  part  of  ■ 
the  CQ-iil  he  meant  to  refer  that  aflcrtion,  fays  to  no 
part  whatever}  for  he  never  faw  the  women  do  anjr 
thing  but  carry  the  corn  home,  and  fet  fire  to  the 
ftubble  of  laft  year. 

Is  of  opinion,  that  by  Ihewing  the  natives  of  Afri- 
ca how  to  cultivate  the  land,  it  would  call  for  the 
labour  of  ten  limes  the  number  that  are  now  tranf- 
ported  to  the  Weft  Indies  as  flaves  j  and  require  a 
greater  quantity  offhipping  and  feamen  in  the  com- 
merce, for  the  natural  productions  of  that  country, 
without  any  greater  inconvenience  in  point  ofhcalth 
lo  the  feamen,  than  in  the  prefent  Well  India  trade. 

And  believes,  if  the  flave  trade  were  aboliftied, 
and  every  proper  regulation  adopted,  to  encourage 
the  breeding  of  negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  ftock 
of  negroes  would  gradually  increafe,  fo  as  to  be  ade- 
quate to  the  clearing  and  cultivation  of  all  the 
iflands,  to  the  full  extent  of  which  they  are  capable. 

The  regulations  which  he  conceives  to  be  ftill 
wanting,  arc,  that  marriage  fhould  be  encouraged  j 
that  the  man  and  woman  Ihould  have  a  hut  to  chem- 
fclves  i  chat  the  woman  fhould  be  taken  wholly  from 
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1790.  field  labour,  and  only  put  to  fuch  as  (he  is  capable 
part  11. of,  as  a  woman  bearing  children.  The  man  (hould 
*-«nr^^  be  allowed  one  day  in  a  week  to  work  for  him&lf 
and  family ;  a  reward  (hould  be  given  to  the  woman^ 
who  had,  and  (hould  rear,  the  greateft  number  of 
children.  Under  thefe  cegulations,  he  conceives,  ia 
the  courfe  of  20  years,  their  prefent  numbers  may  be 
doubled,  and  the  trade  in  (laves  from  Africa,  totally^ 
unnece(rary. 
P.  2i8*  Is  not  competent  to  judge,  how  many  additional 
negroes  are  now  wanted,  to  clear  and  cultivate  the 
prefent  uncleared  lands  in  the  Briti(h  iflands.  Does 
not  know  the  f^^ecific  number  of  negroes  in  each  of 
thefe  iflands;  nor  the  fpeciBc  quantity  of  lands  now 
uncleared  and  uncultivated;  has  not  been  in  the 
Weft  Indies  fmce  1772. 

The  principle  upon  which  he  fixes  the  period  of 
20  years,  for  the  purpofe  above-mentioned,  is,  the 
circumltance  of  the  Americans  doubling  their  num- 
bers in  kfs  than  20  years. 

/ 


Witnefs examined— Anthony  Pantalbo  How,  Efq. 

P*  219.  Was  in  Africa  in  1785  and  1786,  chiefly  on  the 
Gold  Coaft,  in  the  Grampus  man  of  war,  employed 
by  government  as  a  botanift.  Whcd  at  Secundee, 
fome  order  came  from  Cape  Coaft  Caftle ;   the  fame 

P.  220.  afternoon  feveral  parties  went  out  armed,  and  return- 
ed the  fame  nght  with  a  quantity  of  (laves,  which 
were  put  into  the  repofitory  of  the  faftory.  Next 
morning  faw  people  who  came  to  fee  the  prifoners, 
and  requcHed  Mr.  Marfli  the  refident  to  releafe  fomc 
of  their  children  and  relations.  Some  were  releafed^ 
part  fentoft  to  C.  Coall  Caftle.  Had  every  reafon  to 
believe  they  were  obtained  unfairly,  as  they  came 
at  an  unfcafonable  time  of  the  night,  and  from  their 
parents  and  friends  crying,  and  begging  their  relea(c. 
Had  been  told  as  much  from  Mr.  Marfti,  who  faid, 

he 
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did  notmind  howthey  got  tbetn.for  he  purchafed  them  1790, 
fairly.   Cannot  tell  whether  this  praftuc  lubiiited  be-  Part  II. 
fore  t  but  when  he  has  gone  into  tlie  wood-,  has  met  -Or"*^ 
30  or  40  natives,  who  fled  always  at  his  ajjjjtarance 
although  they  were  armed.     Mr.  Maifh  laid,  tlity 
were  afraid  of  his  taking  them  prifontrs. 

Concludes  the  flavc  trade  obilructs  induf^ry  and 
civilization  of  the  Africans.  Has  been  ac  iLiiuit  j11 
Englilh  fcttlcmemS,  and  found  the  culture  a  way^  in 
s  higher  degree  there  where  wjs  lefs  (lave  trade,  ^nd 
vice  verfa.  Had  been  about  50  miles  inland  from  .So- 
cundee,  and  about  15  or  16  from  Apotonid,  and  .oiind 
the  inland  every  where  well  cultivated,  and  .-ardiyp;  221, 
any  where  on  the  (horc.  Mod  culiivaritm  at  Wmne- 
bah,  Accra,  and  Gorre.  Beautiful  cotton  and  in- 
digo plantations  at  Goree.  ^aw  no  European  (.■>m~ 
inodities  in  the  inieriour  parts ;  is  furc  no  t.Liroj>ean 
fpirits  were  to  be  had  there.  'I  he  inhaoitants  there 
remarkably  indultrious,  alfo  hofpriable  a-id  ubli^ing. 
A  village  of  feveml  hundred  himfe^  on  the  LaKe  of 
Appolonia,  whence  in  the  rainy  fealbn  t'icy  fupply 
the  fca  coaft  with  vegeublcs,  grain,  palm-winr,  Sccw 
Thinks  they  have  but  little  capacity  in  regard  to  ii>j^ 
nufafturcs,  but  quick  in  learning  languages.  NfMJt 
manufadtures  among  them  except  at  Goree,  where 
they  weave  cloth,  and  have  alm-ilt  aboiifhcd  the 
flave-trade  in  the  part  now  belonging  to  the  French. 

Abreafl  of  Cape  le  Hou,  feverai  canoes  came  along  p.  s^a, 
fide  of  the  Grampus,  delired  her  colours  might  be 
hoirted.  Finding  her  an  Englilh  man  of  war,  they 
came  on  board  wiihnut  hefuatii^n,  which  otherwife 
they  would  not  have  done  (fee  p.  225.)  Reafon  al- 
ledged,  that  an  En<{1ilh  Guinea  trader,  a  furtnight 
before,  had  taken  off  fix  canoes  with  men  who  came 
to  trade  with  provifions.  The  next  day  about  10 
leagues  off,  fevcral  canoes  approached,  but  finding 
it  was  a  man  of  war,  reireatcd.  On  coming  to  Ap- 
polonia were  told  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  refWenC 
4here,  that  a  Guineaman  (belonging  10  one  Gnfirhss  ^■ 

a  notorious  kidnipper)  was  in  that  latitude^  tbft  «k^ 

Numb.  2.  M  'voSk 
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1790.  tain  brought  on  fhore,  tied  to  a  tree,  and  flogged  for 

Part  II.  tour  days,  in  revenge  for  a  depredation  which  another 

i-->r^^  had   committed  :  thus  accounting  for  the  retreat  of 

the  canoes  on  Bnding  the  Grampus  a  Ibip  of  war^  and 

fearing  retaliation  ot  the  punilhmcnt. 

F(ur  children  of  the  captives  brought  in  to  ?c- 
cundce,  fent  in  the  fame  canoe  with  himfclf  to  C. 
Coalt  CalUe. 

The  flave^  kept  in  the  Faftor!t,^,chained  day  an4 
night,  and  driven  to  the  fea  fide  twice  a  day  tp.  bg 
>\afhed.  In  the  faftory  faw  different  kinds  of  iron 
P.  223.  chains,  alfo  an  inllrument  of  wood,  which  Mr.  Marfli 
informed  him  was  thruft  into  a  man's  mouth,  to  pre- 
vent him  from  crying  out  when  tranlpoited  at  night 
along  the  country.  From  their  mild  behaviour  to 
their  attendants,  in  the  inland  country,  concludes 
they  had  no  domeftick  flaves ;  on  the  fea  fide  this 
behaviour  very  different. 

The  natural  produdlions  of  Africa  confift  of  cot* 
ton  in  abundance,  indigo  of  a  fine  quality,  various 
dye  roots  and  woo^^s,  yams,  fwect  potatoes,  rice, 
millet,  pulfe,  oranges,  limes,  bananas,  plancancs, 
cocoa-nuts,  palm-trees,  yielding  wine  and  oil,  blacjc 
pepper,  grains  of  paradife,  cinnamon,  cardamoms, 
affafoetida,  cabinet-woods,  and  timber-trees.  C^f  the 
latter,  a  fpeci-'s  of  the  Ficktonia  grandis,  confidercd 
P.  224. as  the  moll  eligible  for  (hip-building,  the. worm  nei- 
ther touching  nor  the  iron  corroding  it;  grows  in 
plenty  at  Appolonia,  Secundee,  and  wherever  he  had 
been.  Has  fpecimens  of  moft.  Has  no  doubt  but 
fpiccs  in  general,  and  all  other  tropical  production? 
might  be  cultivated  with  lucccfs  there.  1  he  foil 
.and  climate  adapted  to  produce  the  fandal  wood. 
Has  feen  indigo  at  Appolonia  in  its  raw  (late,  and 
P.  225* alfo  manufaftured,  but  not  manufafturing.  Alfo 
cotrbn  growing  in  great  abundance,  but  knows  not 
that  any  or  either  of  thefe  two  articles  were  exported. 
• .  83A?as  on  the  coall  flioitly  after  the  rains,  when  the 
iofligo  began  to  decay,  in  November,  December,  and 
January.     At  places,  at  Appolonia  and  Winnebah, 

the 
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the  furf  runs  high  in  thefe  months.     It  is  eafy  to    1790. 
land  a  ton  or  two  of  goods;  only  performed  by  thePart.II. 
inhabitants  in  canoes  built  on  purpofe :  though  at  "-"v^ 
Appoionia  thefe  pretty  frequently  overfet,  feldom  any- 
thing is  lofl  in  ihe  furf. 

Cinnamon  plants  at  Si.  Thomas,  at  the  fea  fide,!*.  226. 
about  20  feet  high  ;  from  what  he  heard  grew  inland 
to  a  higher  fize  ;  thofe  on  the  lea  fide  he  confidered 
only  as  Ihrubs.     He  faw   a   number  of  them,  and 
from  the  appearance  of  the  bark  brought  down,  con- 
cludes there  muft  be  a  great  quantity  inland.     The 
cinnamon  and  CdlTia  tree  ot  different  genera  ;  the  one 
belongs  to  the  clafs  Laurus,  the  othtr  the  Cailia ;  their 
genera   not  quite  eftablifhcd.      Of  the  laurus,    the 
leaf  oblong,  nerved,  fhining,  fimple.     OfthecafI:a» 
the  leaves  are  bipennate;  different  from  the  laurus, 
and  not  unlike  the  mimofa  or  fcnfitive  plant.     Is  notp^  "227, 
pofitive  that  it  is  the  fame  cinnamon  which  grows  in 
India,  but  the  bark,    leaves,  and  whole  ffrudure  of 
the  tree,   the  fame  as  tl.ofe  brought  from  thence  to  " 
Kcw  gardens.     Had  never  been  at  Ceylon,  but  had  ■ 
fecn  the  tree  both  at  Bombay  and  Cambay  in  private 
gardens,    brougiit    as    prefents   from   Cvylon.,    The 
African  caffia  not  unlike  that  he  had  feen  in  t£aft 
Indies. 

The  foil  on  ihe  Gold  coaft,  within  reach  of  the 
furf,  every  where  landy  (Gorce  idands  alfo  fandy)  in 
the  rell  of  the  fettlemcnts  he  had  been  at,  a  heavy 
loom  or  clay :  every  where  (ertile.  As  far  as  eight 
or  ten  miles  inland,  various  woods  prodpced,  ufed 
in  dying,  feveral  of  which  are  exported. 

At  Winncbah  and  Accra  rocky;  alfo  aboutAp- 
polonia  within  three  miles  of  the  coaft,  but  the  in- 
lands 10  or  I  2  miles  from  the  Ihore,  very  well  Culti- 
vated with  rice,  yams,  Iweet  potatoes,  .indigo,  and 
cotton  ;  are  fertile,  and  plentifully  watered. 

\\  iihin  5  milcb  up  the  country  from  Sccundee,  It  is 
mountainous  and    uncultivaitd;   the  roads  therefcrcp,  2^3. 
Very  bad;  in  prii  fitoutfive  feet  bioad,  but  where 
the  tciiniry  ii  (.ultivi.itd,  in  fcn-,t  psris  they  are  cut 
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1790.  through  the  woods  from  15  to  20  feet  broad.    Uii*' 
past  Il.drrftood  from   Meflrs.   Buchanan  and  Marfli^  that 
^^^v-*^  i!i(  produce  was  brought  down  in  the  raioy  fea^Rxi  in 
canoes. 

Kn(>w!9  of  no  navigable  rivers  on  the  Gold 
Coail)  except  one  at  Accra,  only  navigable  for  linall 
boats  and  canoes.  The  Lake  at  Appolooia  runs  in* 
land  about  20  miles.  Has  feen  the  produce>  as  far 
a&  th(  L.ake  extends  at  Appolonia,  brought  in  fmall 
canc.es,  rowed  by  a  fingle  woman,  but  never  iaw  them 
carry  <  ny  thing  in  a  baiket. 

Griffiths,  the  notorious  kidnapper,  was  a  white  man 
and  (l^ve-trader,  between  Cape  Le  Hou  and  Appo* 
Ionia..  Underftood  from  Captain  Thompfon  (who 
oHend  him  a  reward  of  lool  it  he  could  catch  him) 
that  he  was  a  native  of  England ;  but  had  00  kncw-i 
P.  lao.-t^dge  of  him  himlelf.  Knows  neither  naine  of /hip 
or  captain,  who  was  flogged  for  four  days  by  the  na« 
tives,  bur  underftood  (he  was  an  Englilh  flave-trader 
from  Liverpool.  Wiinefs  is  a  Polandcr,  left  AtVica 
15th  February,  1786.  Afterwards  went  with  Capt« 
Thompfon  in  the  Nautilus,  commiflioned  by  this  go* 
vcrnment  on  a  private  expedition.  Alter  his  return, 
ilaid  leveral  months  in  London,  and  was  aga>n  commif- 
fioned  to  go  to  the  inland  countries  of  the  £«  Indies^ 
from  whence  he  returned  19th  of  Auguft  Jaft,  and 
has  been  in  England  ever  (ince. 

Slave-trade  on  Gold  Coaft  moftly  carried  on  in 
neighbourhood  of  Cape  Le  Hou,  Secundee,  Com« 
menda,  and  Anamabcie.  Has  a  quantity  of  indigo 
given  him  by  the  chief  of  the  village,  near  Appolonia, 
who  told  him  it  was  manufactured  there,  but  had 
never  himfelf  feen  it  manufacturing.  Never  under* 
flood  manufactured  indigo  was  imported  into  that 
country  as  an  article  of  trade* 
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ran  U, 
Witnefe  examined, — Mr.  Ninian  Jefferys.        *-'v** 

Mr.  Ninian  Jcfferys,  mafler  In  the  Royal  Navy, 
fupcrin»nding  Ihips  in  ordinary  at  PoTtfniouth,  was 
at  Jamaica  in  1773,  Tobago  1774,  Jamaica  1775, 
Grenada  1776,  Torcola  1779,  Barbadocs  and  St.  Lu-P*  Sjl* 
cia  (in  the  navy)  1782,  Antigua  and  St.  Kite's  1783* 
and  at  Jamaica  a  few  days  in  17 84.  In  Jamaica  in 
1773  and  75,  and  at  Tobago  tn  1774,  had  feveral 
opportunities,  being  employed  as  fecund  mate  in  land- 
ing goods  and  taking  off  fugars  from  the  iHanda, 
chiefly  at  Tobago.  Obferved  tiie  ficld-negrocs  at 
wrrk  with  one  or  two  white  men  looking  after  them, 
and  ft  black  man  or  two,  called  drivers,  conflantly 
cracking  the  whip  over  them,  and  fomeiimes  lalhing 
them,  which  ht-  thought  very  oppreffive  j  fometimct 
a  white  man  whipping  them.  Had  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  ubferving  the  plantation -(laves  in  hi^  vifiti 
to  Jan-aica.  The  greater  part  of  them  had  marks  of 
the  whip,  particularly  the  back.  Says,  they  muft 
have  been  the  cffeft  of  feverer  punilbments  than  he 
ever  faw  inflided  in  a  man  of  war,  which  laft  are  not 
in  the  lead  to  be  compared  with  them.  Saw  wheaisp,  3^2. 
on  their  backs  which  no  time  can  erafe,  never  any  of 
the  kind  at  a  man  of  war's  gangway'.  Has  fcen  (laves  , 
■with  their  cars  cut  off,  and  gnderitood  it  was  done  by 
or  by  order  of  their  malters,  though  never  faw  it 
done  ;  alfo  fome  with  one  of  their  hands  cut  off,  which 
he  undcrllood  was  for  lifting  it  ajgamft  or  flriking  a 
white  man  (believes  by  the  laws  ot  the  idand,  p.  239.) 
Has  teen  negroes  fick  or  paft  their  labour,  apparently 
neglected  and  deditute.  At  Tobago,  more  than 
once,  at  an  outhoufc  in  a  very  miferable  fituation.  In 
Jamaica,  and  about  Kinglton,  has  frequently  feen 
negroes  apparently  paft  their  labour,  and  in  a  dif- 
ealed  condition  lymg  in  the  Itrects  and  roads.  Ob- 
fcrved  a  very  great  difference  between  the  domeftick 
and  plantation-Oaves  I  con&dcrcd  the  former  as  a 
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1790.  nuifancc  from  their  numbers,  as  generally  over  well 
Part  II. fed,  and  faucy  ;  the  plantation  flaves,  as  a  poor  de- 
^^^'nn^  preffed  part' of  the  human  race.  Has  frequently 
feen  women  with  fucking  infants  working  with  the 
reft  of  the  gang.  Their  lodging  were  little  huts, 
*•  ^33' with  clayed  walls,  and  the  roof  covered  with  cane 
tralh.  Does  not  recolleft  any  bedding.  The^black 
tradcfmen,  fifhermen,  boatmen,  free  negroes,  and 
mulatcoes,  feemcd  in  general  to  be  in  a  much  better 
condition  than  the  plantation  negroes.  Appeared 
to  him  that  no  comparifon  could  be  formed  between 
the  fituation  of  the  labouring  poor  of  this  countrjf 
and  the  plantation  flaves ;  who  are  treated  in  many 
refpeds  like  cattle.  Has  ken  flaves  branded  with 
initials.  Has  ever  underftood  the  picking  of  grafs 
to  be  oppreflive,  as  encroaching  on  the  hours  of  reft ; 
and  the  moft  common  caufe  of  their  dtfertion  is  ill 
treatment.  Has  fcen  them  at  work  with  logs  of 
wood  fattened  to  their  legs  ;  in  the  ftocks ;  alfo  with 
an  iron  collar  round  their  necks,  with  a  perpendicu- 
lar hook  on  each  fide  projefting  from  the  upper  part 
of  the  head,  and  underllood  for  running  away. 

In  converfations  refpefting  the  moft  defirable  qua- 
lifications of  managers  or  overfeers,  always  under- 
ftood he  was  confidered  the  beft  manager  who  fent 
home  the  moft  fugar.  At  thefe  converfations,  white 
perfons  from  the  cftates  have  been  prefent,  but  does 
not  recoUeft  whether  they  were  the  managers. 

Always  confidered  the  negroes  as  good  mothers; 
as  to  their  feelings  and  capacities,  he  never  confi- 
dered them,  being  young  when  among  them.  Knew 
an  aftonifliing  inftance  of  high  Ipirit  and  greatnefs 
of  mind  :  was  prefent  at  the  execution  of  7  flaves  in 
Tobago  in  1774,  whofc  right  arms  were  chopped 
off"-,  they  were  then  dragged  to  feven  ftakes,  and  a 
fire  of  trafli  and  dry  wood  being  lighted  about  them, 
they  were  burnt  to  death.  Does  not  rccoUeft  hear- 
ing one  of  them  murmur,  or  their  doing  any  thing 
which  indicated  fear.  One  of  them,  named  Chubb, 
had  been  taken  that  morning,  and  was  executed  in 

the 
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the  evening.    Witnefs  ftood  clofe  by  him  when  hi«  i^go. 
arm  was  cut  of;  he  ftretched  it  out  on  the  bleckjpjrt  jf, 
and  pulled  up  his  Ilecve  with  more  coolnefs  than  he  ^x'^y-i^ 
(the  witnels)   fhould  have  done  to   be  let  blood} 
would  not  be  dragged,   but  walking  to  the  ftake, 
turned  about  and    addrefling  himlelf  to  the  witnefs, 
faid  "  Buchra,  you  fre  me  now,  but  to-morrow  I  Ihallp,  jj-^ 
be  like  that,"  kicking  up   the  duft  with  his  fool. 
Two  other  negroes  were  prefcnt  at  this  execution, 
and  Ihewcd   no   marks  of  difmay.      One  of  thefe, 
named  Sampfon,  was  hung  alive  in  chains  the  next 
morning,  and  fo  lived  (to  the  bcft  of  wiincfs's  recol- 
leftion)  feven  days  ;  believes  the  other  was  fent  to 
the  mines  in  Soutli  America.     A  ftronger  inftance  of 
human  fortitude  he  never  faw. 

Obferved  a  much  greater  number  ofchiWrcn  a-p^  276, 
mong  the  domellir  or  free  negroes,  in  proportion, 
than  among  the  field  negroes.  ■  ■'' 

Saw  numbers  of  Teamen,  who  came  on  (hore  from 
thcGuinea(hit,s  in  tlieW.  Indies,  in  and  about  Kingf- 
ton,  in  a  very  diftreffcd  ftate,  ulcerated,  apparently 
in  want,  and  lying  about  on  the  wharfs,  known  by 
the  name  of  wharfingers  ;  has  fcen  them  in  a  dying 
ftate.  Believes  not  ulual  for  king's  thips  to  take  fuchp.  237. 
fcamcn  on  board,  efpecially  in  time  of  peace;  left 
they  fhould  bring  contagious  diftcmpers  with  them. 
Believes  they  were  not  able  to  do  the  duty  of  a  mer- 
chantman. Never  faw  inftances  of  feamen  difcharged 
'from  other  trades  lying  about  in  a  fimilar  ficuation. 
Thinks  the  (lave  trade  is  by  no  means  a  nurlery  for 
feamen,  and  that  the  Weft  India  trade  is  not  in  anjr 
digree  fo  deftruftive  to  the  heaith  and  lives  of  the 
feamen,  though  not  fo  much  a  nurfery  as  other  trades. 

Was  about  four  months  in  Jamaica,  in  1773  :  wasp  --j 
then  aged  about  19  years.  Rcfidcd  on  board  the  (hip 
he  belonged  to ;  was  on  three  or  four  plantations  ; 
but  not  rnore  than  a  day  and  a  night  at  a  time.  Was 
about  4  months  in  1774  at  Tobago,  chiefly  refiding 
on  board  Ihip,  though  Ibme  time  at  a  friend's  houJc 
in  the  country,  not  a  fugar  plantation.     Was  «.  \^- 
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i'75fo.  maica^  as  fecond  mate^  about  four  months  in  17751 
Part  II.  reflding  tnoftly  on  (hip-board,  and  fometimes  a  day 
^'^^T'^  or  tiwo  together  on  Ihorc  at  Kingfton  where  the  (hip 
loaded.     Was  not  then,  at  above  two  or  three  fugar 
plantations,  nor  above  a  night  or   two  at  a  timc^ 
Received  fugars  at  water- (ide. 
p^  239.     What  he  laid  refpefting  the  mode  of  working  ne- 
groes, relates  to  Tobago  only»  where  the  greater  part 
of  the  plantation  negroes  were  marked  with  the  whip* 
Travelled  through  a  great  part  of  Tobago,  never 
continuing  but  two  or  three  nights  on  one  eftate,  be- 
fides  that  of  his  friend,  which  was  not  a  fugar  eftate. 
Believes  the  field  (laves  to  be  more  ufeful  to  the 
owner  than  the  domeftic  ones.     Cannot  account  for 
fo  many  of  the  latter  being  kept,  and  better  fed. 
The  converfation  on  the  qualifications  of  a  manager 
were  held  at  Kingfton,  and  on  board  the  (hip  he  be- 
longed to;  and  the  doftrine  beforemcntioned,  fup- 
porced  by  gentlemen  about  Kingfton,  and  white  men 
from  the  eftates,  who  he  did  not  conceive  to  be 
planters. 
P.  240.     The  crimes  for  which  the  men  were  burnt  at  To- 
bago in  1774,  were  murder,  anddeftroying  the  pro- 
perty on  the  eftate. 

There  may  be  an  hofpital  at  Kingfton  in  Jamaica^ 
for  the  reception  of  failors  and  tranfient  poor,  but  he 
never  faw  it. 
P«  242.     Had  been  near  a  week  at  a  time  on  Little  Cour- 
land  eftate,  the  proprietor,  or  chief  gentleman  where- 
of was  Stuart  Macvie,  Efq. ;  and  frequently  fpent  a 
night  in  the  boiling-houfe  of  di(Ferent  eftates,  waiting 
for  fugar  being  carted  down.     Saw  no  puni(hments 
inflidcd   at  Mr.  Macvie's.     Does  not   particularly 
know,  but  believes  about  aoo  negroes  on  that  eftate. 
RecoUefts  no  regular  puni(hments ;  except  of  thofc 
men  who  fuffered  death,  as  he  believes,  by  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  law.     It  was  in  Kingfton  market,   in 
^*  H3' Janiaica,  where  he  faw  negroes  with  their  ears  cut  off, 
and  underftood  it  was  done  by  their  mafters,  or  their 
orders.     In  the  year  1784,  witnefs  had  not  frequent 
opportunities  of  makmg  obltt^^UQw^  ia  that  iOand. 
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Cannot  fpcak  from  his  own  perfonal  knowledge  as  1790. 
to  the  conduft  of  planters  and  their  flaves  in  ihcpart  II. 
other  iClands  mentioned.  The  negroes  over  which<— v'i.^ 
Mr.  Macvic  prefided,  fccnued  in  a  much  more  com- 
fortable ftaie  than  any  he  had  feen  in  the  W.  Indies. 
He  fcemed  a  father  to  his  flaves.  Had  feen  negroes  P.  244. 
whipped  on  the  wharfs  in  Jamaica  on  Monday  morn- 
ings. The  mode  was  to  make  fall  their  hands  to 
the  hook  of  a  crane,  and  their  feet  to  a  weight  or 
two.  The  crane  was  then  hove  up  to  ftretch  their 
handsj  and  prevent  them  from  moving,  while  flog- 
ged by  a  black  man.  Their  backs  afterwards  prickled 
with  a  fmall  buJh.  Does  not  rccoUeft  the  number 
of  lafhes,  or  know  whether  ihefc  punilhments  were 
inflifted  by  judicial  fentence,  or  the  private  order  of 
the  mafter.  In  Jamaica,  has  feen  one  or  two  of  the 
diftreficd  feamen  called  wharfingers  carried  by  the 
blacks  to  a  bury ing-f)! ace  near  Spring  Path,  the 
blacks  themfelves  telling  him  "  It  was  poor  Buchra 
*'  man."  Believes  the  blacks  performed  this  office 
of  their  own  accord,  P.  245^ 

At  Tobago  has  known  the  furf  to  run  fo  high  for 
two  or  three  days  together,  that  they  could  not  land 
or  take  off  goods. 

The  inflrument  with  which  negroes  are  whipped, 
is  generally  called  a  cow-fkin ;  a  piece  of  cow  or 
bullock's  hide  twifted  or  plaited  together,  which, 
when  dry,  becomes  exceeding  hard. 

He  recolleded  feeing  once  a  failor  in  a  man  of  war 
receive  three  dozen  with  the  boatfwain's  cat,  at  the 
gangway,  and  only  once  being  on  deck  when  a  man 
was  flogged  from  flilp  to  Ihip,  his  hands  and  feet 
are  tied  to  prevent  his  moving.  In  this  inftance  he 
fainted,  but  cannot  defcribe  other  particulars.  Be- 
licves  all  hands  are  turned  upon  deck  to  fee  the  pu- 
nifliment  as  the  man  comes  alongfide.  His  back^*  246. 
receives  it. 

Always  underftood  that  the  ufual  punilhment  of 
negroes  on  the  wharfc  at  Kingfton  on  Monday  mor- 
ning, were  for  crimes  of  the  preceding  week.  Never 
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1790.  underftood  it  was  by  order  of  the  magiftratcs,  but  by 
Part  II.  diredion  of  their  matters  or  miftreffcs.  Never  faw  nc- 
'groes  puniftied  on  plantations  in  Jamaica.  Heard 
there  is  at  Kingfton  a  jumper,  a  man  who  punifhcs 
the  negroes,  and  is  paid  tor  it,  but  of  no  fuch  perfon 
on  the  eftates.  Knows  not  by  whom  this  jumper  is 
employed,  but  only  that  he  was  employed  to  whip 
the  negroes. 


Witnefs  Examined — Rev.  Thomas  Gwynn  Rees. 

P.  247*  Went  to  the  W.  Indies  as  Chaplain  in  the  Frincefs 
Amelia.  Arrived  atBarbadoes  end  of  1782,  Made 
obfervations  on  the  firuation  of  (laves,  in  confequence 
of  being  informed  in  England  how  they  were  treated. 
Had  opportunities  by  going  alhore  almoft  daily,  and 
vifiting  fuch  plantations  as  were  within  four  or  five 
miles  of  Bridge-Town.  The  ncgroe^  appeared  gene- 
rally to  be  in  a  very  bad  (late.  It  ftruck  him  with 
theimprefTion  that  they  were  not  in  general  well  fed. 
The  clothing  of  the  llaves  was  a  fmall  rag  to  cover 
their  nakednefs.     Some  had   breeches   or  trowfers. 

P.  248.  Their  lodging,  in  fmall  huts  covered  with  cane  leaves 
to  appearance.  Their  furniture  confifted  of  ftools 
or  benches.  Saw  no  beds  or  bedding  in  the  houfes 
he  was  in.  They  (lept  on  a  kind  of  board  raifed  a 
little  from  the  ground,  and  fome  on  the  ground.  Saw 
three  or  four  gangs  or  more  at  different  times,  work- 
ing on  the  plantations.  The  firft  he  faw,  were  work- 
ing with  hoes  or  mattocks  in  their  hands,  with  a  ne- 
gro driver  after  them  with  a  whip,  all  in  a  row  making 
fmall  holes  to  put  corn  in,  A  driver  attended  each 
gang,  whom  he  obferved  more  than  once  to  ufc  his 
whip  on  the  negroes  at  work.  One  of  the  women 
appeared  pregnant,  and  rather  behind  the  reft.  He 
called  to  her  to  come  on,  and  going  back,  ftruck  her 
with  the  whip  up  towards  the  Ihoulders.  Saw  three 
working  with  iron  collars  in  one  gang,  and  one  with 
a  piece  of  chain  to  his  leg*     Aflced  a  pregnant  (lave 

whether 


W.    I  N  E  I  E  S.  R  t  B  S.  99 

whether  fhe  was  forced  to  work  like  the  reft,  and  Hie  1790, 
faid.  Yes.  Saw  fucking  infants  in  bafkeis  on  thePart  II. 
ground,  juft  by  where  the  women  were  at  work,  and  one^-^V^ 
of  the  latter  fuckling  her  Infant.  Recollcfts  in  a  fu-I'.  249* 
gar  mill  a  young  girl  between  20  and  30  years  old, 
chained  to  a  large  block,  within  reach  of  the  mill, 
■which  (he  (td  with  fugar  cane.  She  faid  fhe  was  to 
be  chained  there  a  twelvemonth,  of  which  two  months 
had  elapfed,  tor  running  away  from  her  mafler,  who 
had  ufed  her  badly,  and  chat  (he  was  obliged  to  fleep 
where  fhe  was,  on  the  gruund,  having  very  little  but 
cane  juice  to  fuftain  her  ;  which  was  confirmed  by  a 
flave  prcfent.  Says  that  about  half  a  mile  from  Bridge- 
Town,  he  heard  the  groans  of  a  perfon  at  a  fmaU 
diftance.  On  inquiring  of  her,  ftie  told  him  that  (he 
had  been  flogged  for  running  away,  to  fuch  a  d^rec 
that  fhe  coulJ  hardly  move.  Saw  the  marks.  Her 
left  fide  appeared  to  be  in  a  mortifying  flate,  almoft 
covered  witli  worms.  On  her  faying  (he  could  eat  if 
flic  had  vifluals,  he  fcnt  for  fomc  to  the  town.  On  his 
return  in  a  few  hours,  faw  her  again.  Repeating  his' 
vifit  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  was  informed  fhe  was 
dead,  and  carried  away  to  be  buried.  The  obferva-p,  2co, 
tion  made  by  him  and  Mr.  Vivian,  the  purfer  of  the 
Princefs  Amelia,  (then  in  his  company)  was,  whoever 
infliftcd  tiiat  puniftiment  would  have  done  a  kindnefs 
to  have  killed  her. 

Suppofes  they  remained  on  the  ftation  a  fortnightp  --_ 
or  three  weeks  afterwards.  On  (hore  every  day,  but  ' 
did  not  hear  of  any  public  inquiry  refpefting  the 
tranfaftion.  In  faying  that  he  faw  3  or  4  gangs  or 
more  at  different  times,  he  meant  that  number  every 
time  he  went  on  (hore.  A  great  many  more  in  tho 
whole. 

Often  faw  negroes  returning  from  their  work  with 
bundles  of  grafs ;  one  of  them  faid  it  was  for  his 
Matter's  cattle,  and  that,  if  he  did  not  procure  it, 
he  fhould  be  Bogged ;  thinks  picking  grafs  muft 
make  a  confiderable  addition,  to  tWir  labour,  and  ta 
Xiw  length  of  time  they  were  employed,  as  iathe  parta 
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1790.  he  faw  grafs  did  not  appear  to  be  in  plenty.     The 
Part  11.  whipping  the  negroes  while  at  work,  by  the  driver, 
^^■v'^  w*  a  common  praftice.     Thinks  it  impoffible  to 
^'t  ^5  ^« walk  in  the  ftrects  or  roads  about  Bridge  Town  with- 
out feeing  fome  of  the  negroes,  apparently  in  great 
diftrefs,  lome  with  the  leprofy,  fome  enfeebled  thro* 
age,  and  others  who  have  loft  their  limbs,  begging. 

Obferved  very  frequently  the  marks  of  former  fe- 
vere  whippings  on  the  backs  of  the  plantation  flaves. 
Has  often  feen  feamen  flogged  on  board  a  man  of  war, 
particularly  in  running  the  gauntlet,  which  is  a  vio- 
lent flogging ;  but  did  not  obferve  marks  of  equal 
fcverity  on  their  bodies.  Obferved  marks  of  former 
floggings  on  feamens  backs,  but  the  wounds  did  not 
appear  fo  deep,  nor  the  wheals  fo  high  above  the  Ikin, 
nor  were  the  fears  fo  long  as  on  the  flaves. 

Has  feen  the  negro-dance,  obferved  a  difference  in 
the  dancers,  fome  better  dreflcd  than  others  j  was  in- 
formed the  well-drclfed  were  domeflic  fervants,  and 
the  others  field  flaves.  In  different  companies,  the 
wcll-dreffed  appeared  better  in  their  countenances 
and  in  fpirits. 

*  •  ^53*     The  negroes  appeared  to  be  as  reafonable  as  any  0- 

ther  beings  whatever  (confidering  their  education). 
Thinks  no  comparifon  can  be  drawn  between  the  ftatc 
of  plantation  flaves,  and  that  of  the  labouring  poor 
in  England. 

Was  between  two  and  three  months  at  St.  Lucia, 
where  the  condition  of  plantation  flaves  feemed  much 
the  i'ame  as  in  Barbadoes. 

*  •  254.     Had  no  idea  from  what  he  heard  in  England  before 

he  left  it,  that  the  ftate  of  flaves  in  the  W.  Indies,  was 
fo  bad  as  he  found  it  to  be. 

Remembers  a  converfation  at  Mr.  Prettyjohn's,  on 
the  difference  between  breeding  and  buying  flaves,  in 
which  having  alked  if  they  had  not  enough  born  with- 
out fending  to  Africa  for  them,  and  if  population  w^s 
encouraged;  Mr.  P,  anfwered,  they  could  not  encou- 
rage it  more  than  they  did,  as  it  was  not  worth  while. 

Does 
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Does  not  rcco11e£t  his  mentioning  any  particular  means  1790. 
that  had  bctn  ufed  to  encourage  population.  Part  II, 

Was  at  Barbadoes  about  five  or  fix  weeks.  Don't  «--<r^ 
recoUeft  the  names  of  the  proprietors  of  any  fugar 
eftatcs  in  Barbadoes.  Slept  once  or  twiceon  fhore,  a- 
bout  four  miles  from  Bridge- Town,  but  don't  re- 
member the  name  of  the  planter :  thinks  it  was  on  a 
fugar  eftate:  a  boiling houfe  on  it.  Suppofcs  he  wasP.  255, 
not  on  20  fugar  eftates.  Knows  not  how  many  of  them 
within  four  or  five  miles  of  Bridge- Town;  nor  how 
the  lands  in  its  vicinity  are  divided  j  the  chief  he  faw 
were  in  corn  and  cane  plots,  and  very  little  potatoes 
or  caffada.  Made  very  little  inquiry  refpefting  the 
food  of  plantation- (laves.  Was  told  by  one  of  them 
that  it  was  chiefly  of  corn  and  cane  juice.  Refpefting 
their  clothing,  huts,  and  manner  of  flecping,  his 
knowledge  was  got  from  his  own  obfervation.  In- 
tended to  be  better  informed  by  Mr.  Prettvjohn,  but 
their  fudden  departure  prevented  it.  Mr.  K.  he  thinks 
is  both  merchant  and  planter,  and  that  he  was  gene- 
rally at  Bridge-Town  while  they  were  there,  Dinedp.  jrfi, 
twice  or  thrice,  or  oftner  with  him.  The  firft  time 
with  Admiral  Hughes  a  week  or  nine  days  after  their 
arrival. 

Had  converfaiion  with  him  about  ploughing  the 
ground  for  corn  •,  he  faid  it  had  been  tried,  but  would 
not  anfwer.  Did  not  talk  to  him  of  ufing  the  plough 
in  the  cultivation  of  fugar,  thinking  it  impracticable, 
the  canes  being  put  down  in  holes.  Mr.  P.  appeared 
to  be  an  ingenuous  fcnfiblc  man,  whofe  opinion  would 
be  taken  as  foon  as  any  body's.  Was  no  otherwife 
acquainted  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wharton,  than  by  pro- 
bably having  dined  with  him  at  a  pub)ic-hou(e. 

Never  aiked  the  name  of  the  proprietor  of  the  plan- 
tation on  which  he  faw  a  woman  chained  to  a  block,'-  ^57 
feeding  the  mill,  as  it  might  have  prejudiced  him  a- 
gainft  one  who  in  other  rcfpefts  might  be  valuable. 
Thinks  if  it  would  deter  others  from  fimilar  ufage, 
the  perpetrator  of  faid  cruelty  ought  to  be  publifhed 
CO  die  world.    Did  not  mention  it  to  Mr.  Prettyjoha 
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1790.  but  on  board  the  (hip.  Three  or  four  of  them  were 

Part  II.  together  when  it  happened. 

^■^v*^    Does  not  recolleft  to  whom  the  woman  faid  fhe  bc- 

P.  178' longed,  whom  he  found  to  have  been  fo  puniflied.  She 
was  found  from  half  amile  to  a  mile  from  Bridge-Town. 
Thinks  he  did  not  tell  Mr.Prettyjohn  of  it,  and  whether 
to  others,  does  not  recolleft.  The  reafon  he  did  not  pro- 
mote her  receiving  that  medical  affiftance  which  feem- 
ed  neceffary,  was  a  hope  that  her  mafter  would  foon 
take  care  of  her,  and  they  did  not  care  to  interfere  a- 

*•  ^5°»l}0ut  his  flaves.  Witnefs  refides  at  llchefter  in  So- 
mcrfetfliire,  and  is  not  a  beneficed  clergyman.  Aflced 
if  he  has  heard  of  perfons  fuffering  in  England  for 
the  death  of  a  fervant  by  cruel  ufage,  and  has  obfer- 
ved  in  Great-Britain,  miferably  difeafed  white  perfons 
lying  about,  apparently  neglcfted,  with  fores  and  ul- 
cers expofed  to  naked  viewj  begging  relief,  and  a  nui- 
fance  to  the  public :  anfwers,  he  has.  Never  faw  a 
flave  punilhed  on  a  plantation  in  the  W.  Indies,  but 
by  2  or  3  licks  of  the  driver.  All  the  poor  in  Eng- 
land have  a  parifli  to  go  to,  which  is  obliged  to  main- 
tain them  when  incapable  of  work.  Their  pariib  fur- 
nilhes  medicine  when  they  are  fick,  and  their  labour 

P»  ^59*kceps  them  from  ftarving.  The  ufual  wages  pr.  week 
where  witnefs  refides,  of  labouring  men,  is  generally 
6s.  but  lefs  in  winter.  Is  of  opinion  that  a  labouring 
man  with  a  wife  and  2  or  3  children  and  their  aflif- 
tance,  although  unaflifted  by  the  parilh,  can  fupport 
himfelf  with  the  neceflaries  of  life. 

Thinks  it  was  in  January  when  he  faw  the  woman 
chained  to  a  block  in  the  mill,  and  that  they  were  cut- 

P.  a6o.ting  canes  in  Barbadoes  when  he  was  there.  Aflced  whe-r 
ther,  when  the  woman  faid  fhe  was  to  continue  feeding 
the  mill  a  twelve  month,  witnefs  thought  (he  muft  be 
miftaken,  as  flie  could  not  have  canes  all  the  year  ta 
feed  it ;  anfwers,  he  thought  fhe  muft. 

Holes  for  corn  made  with  che  hoe,  fmall  and  not 
very  deep.  Thinks  not  much  difference  between  that 
labour,  and  reaping  corn  in  England.  The  pregnant 
woman  before-mentioned^  had  a  hoe  it\  her  hand: 

thinks^ 
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thinks  he  was  told  ftie  was  making  holes  for  corn.  1790. 
Has  fcen  pregnant  women  reaping  corn  in  Wales,  but  Part  II. 
thinks  not  in  England.  1— »*-»# 

Thinks  it  would  have  been  more  for  the  fafety  of  P.  261. 
the  woman  he  found  in  the  fituaiion  bcfore-defcribcd 
to  have  communicated  it  to  the  owner  or  ov..-rfeer  of 
the  eftate  Ihe  belonged  tu^  but  as  a  (Iranger,  did  not 
choofe  to  interfere.  Did  not  know  how  farofflbe 
lived  ;  nor,  as  many  muft:  have  feen  her,  whether  her 
mafler  was  not  informed  of  it. 

Moft  of  the  negroes  had  a  little  rag  to  cover  their 
nakednefs ;  fomc,  breeches  or  trowfers.  Could  fee 
evident  marks  of  whipping  on  their  backs,  and  on  the 
breech  of  thofe  who  had  only  rags  to  cover  them. 
The  women  have  fhort  coats. 

His  being  fuddenly  called  away,  prevented  his  ob-p.  267 
tatning  that  accurate  information  of  the  condition  and 
treatment  of  flaves  which  he  intended.  Should  have 
made  more  inquiry,  thinking  that  thofe  he  faw  who 
had  been  punilhed,  might  have  been  guilty  of  worfc 
crimes  than  they  acknowledged  themievcs  to  have 
committed.  Thinks  that  two  or  three  that  he  cafually 
afked  whether  they  ever  went  to  church,  anfwered. 
No,  or  very  fcldom.  Does  not  recollcil  to  have  ever 
had  or  heard  anyjconverfation  about  any  attempts 
made  by  the  mailers  to  promote  their  religious  im- 
provement. Remembers  alking  a  driver  how  he  could 
itrike  a  pcffon  fo  hard  as  he  did,  and  that  the  anfwer 
imported,  if  he  did  not  beat  him,  he  would  not  work. 
Does  not  recollect  the  particular  objeftions  to  cheufe 
of  the  plough  in  the  culture  of  corn,  but  thought 
there  was  not  grafs  enough  on  the  the  iQand  to  main- 
tain the  cattle,  as  thole  he  faw  were  generally  very 
poor.  Has  known  the  plough  ufed  in  a  foil  wherein  p_  26'. 
there  was  abundance  of  large  ftones,  and  an  extreme- 
ly uneven  furface.  As  at  Staplcion,  Wiuterborn, 
Long-Brady,  ficc;  in  Dorfctfhire,  where  there  are  flintsj 
and  at  Newport  in  Wales,  where  are  ftones  under 
ground,  and  the  plough  can  fcarce  go  its  length  with- 
ought  meeting  one.     Never  faw  labourers  in  Britain 
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1790.  working  under  the  whip  of  a  driver,  but  has  fccn 

Part  II.  them  beat  for  not  working. 

^•"nr^  Thinks  that  of  green  provender,  they  give  the  cane 
tops,  as  well  as  grafs  to  the  cattle.  Knows  not  whe- 
ther cattle  are  fed  with  potatoe  vines,  and  Indian  and 
Guinea  corn.  Were  ulcd  to  give  Guinea  corn  leaves 
to  cattle  on  board.     Suppofcs  he  was  on  fhore  a  fcore 

P.  264.  of  times  at  Barbadoes. 


Witnefs  examined — Mr.  Thomas  Woolrich. 

Was  in  the  Weft  Indies  from  1753  to  17735  but 
in  the  interim  took  two  or  three  trips  to  England, 
and  two  to  North  America;  was  in  a  mercantile  line 
chiefly  in  Tortola  ;  but  alfo,  occafionally  at  Barba- 
does,  Antigua,  and  St.  Kitts.  On  his  firft  arrival 
at  Tortola,  faw  much  feverity  ufed  upon  negroe 
flavcs,  though  their  fituation  was  more  tolerable 
than  afterwards.  At  that  time  their  number  not  being 
near  fo  great,  they  were  allowed  fufEcient  provifion 
ground,  which  fome  years  afterwards  being  abridged, 
had  a  tendency  to  a  want  of  food  for  their  fupport; 
^•265.  as  the  ifland  was  more  and  more  cleared,  more  was 
converted  into  cane  land ;  the  number  of  negroes 
incrcafed,  their  grounds  were  more  divided,  or  were 
given  them  in  fmaller  lots;  as  the  number  increafcd 
their  puniftiments  became  more  fevcre.  Had  many 
opportunities  of  feeing  field-flaves  at  work.  Lived 
fix  or  fcven  years  in  the  houfe  of  a  principal  planter. 
On  Icflcning  the  flaves  provifion  ground,  food  was 
very  feldom  imported  from  abroad ;  there  was  no 
certainty  or  dependence  on  it. 

Had  heard  planters  comparing  the  number  of 
negroes  at  prior  dates,  with  the  then  number,  and 
they  fignified  their  increafe  by  births  without  impor- 
tation ;  there  was  reckoned  a  general  increafe  upon 
the  whole,  through  the  ifland.  At  that  time  the 
planters  were  altogether  in  good  credit  with  the 

merchants  s 
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merchants ;  none  known  to  be  involved  in  debts  to  1790. 
the  merchants  in  the  ifland  or  in  England.  BeingPait  IT. 
ainerchant  he  had  many  opportunities  of  knowing  *— v^* 
their  fituations;  their  payments  were  very  punftualj^*  ^^^' 
had  great  opportunities  of  knowing  the  produce  of 
moft  eftates  -,  their  expences  moderate  at  that  time; 
feldom  under  the  neccflity  of  purchafing  provifions 
for  their  Oaves,  The  planters  he  thinks  then  wholly 
refided  on  their  own  plantations  in  that  illand.  The 
chief  articles  of  produce  then  were  Sugar,  Cotton, 
and  Rum.  But  Cotton-planting  diminifhing,  as 
that  of  Sugar  increafed,  not  near  fo  much  Cotton  was 
made  the  latter  part  of  his  time  there.  Planting  of 
Sugars  is  more  laborious  to  the  flavcs  }  in  fome  In- 
flances  it  proved  more  profitable  tg  the  owners,  but 
in  general  otherwife.  About  three  or  four  years 
after  his  arrival  there,  fome  Guinea  (hips  came  down 
with  cargoes  of  flaves;  the  planters  in  general 
bought:  this  induced  many  to  turn  out  cotton  and 
plant  canes,  which  is  more  laborious.  Many  of  the 
new  negroes  often  die  in  feafoning,  and  Guinea  fhips 
coming  down  time  after  time,  the  planters  bought 
to  fupply  their  places.  This  continuing,  manyP.  26j. 
planters  got  much  involved  in  debt  by  purchafing 
flaves  on  credit,  and  were  obliged  to  mortgage  their 
eftates  and  Haves  to  merchants  in  England.  Has 
never  known  a  planter  who  thus  mortgaged  pay- 
off the  debt.  Some  in  confequence  have  been  obliged 
to  have  them  fold  by  auflion  much  under  value,  and 
the  Englifli  merchant  has  fufFered  in  his  debt.  Has 
known  fome  of  thefe  eftates  fold,  where  the  owners 
have  become  overfeers  upon  them.  During  the  lac- 
tcr  part  of  his  ftay  in  Tortola,  many  Beid-negroes 
had  fmall  lots  to  plant  provifion  upon,  where  ic 
could  be  afforded,  but  fuppofes  it  was  not  general. 
Some  planters  allowed  them  Saturday  afternoons, 
except  in  crop,  to  raifc  provifions ;  many  alfo  who 
had  land  worked  it  on  Sundays,  obliged  thereto  by 
the  owner  or  overfcer.  Very  difficult  to  judge  of  the 
Numb.  3.  O  incretfia 
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1790.   fidercd  in  difgracc.     Had  fevcral  times  feen  H*^ 
Part  II. working  in  the  fields,  in  chains;  the  moft  flrik' 
^i-^f^  inftance  of  it  was  in  Antigua,  where  a  confiden 
gang  were  working  in  one  chain.     Had  feen  ano( 
gang  or  two  carrying  down  fugars  from  the  mot 
tainous  parts  of  that  iiland,  upon  their  heads  in  it 
P.  27l.bafkets  or  bags,  heavy  laden.    Their  appearance  « 
Ihocking,  from  the  fcantincfs  of  cloathing,  their  I 
,  parent  great  want  of  food,  and  other  inftances  '1 

fcverc  ufage.  It  was  noticed  by  fomc  gcntlcnd 
■who  alfo  faw  them,  and  fcemed  to  exprefs  themfellj 
in  terms  denoting  refentment  at  fuch  fcverity  j  bO? 
is  too  common. 

In  all  the  iflands,  fo  far  as  ht  has  fcen,  it  is  ufual 
to  turn  the  field  negroes  out  to  their  work  as  foon  as 
the  light  well  appears,  and  they  arc  not  difcharged 
from  their  drivers  or  overfeers  until  the  ctofc  of  the 
evening,  or  dark.  They  have  time  to  eat  their  food 
in  the  morning,  and  alfo  at  noon  j  but  their  ufual 
hours,  or  other  particulars  of  rell:,  he  cannot  fpeak 
to.  When  difcharged  from  field  labour,  they  have 
generally  to  pull  grafs  for  their  mafter's  horfes  and 
cattle.  By  the  time  this  is  done,  it  is  dark.  If 
picking  grafs  be  reckoned  as  a  part  of  their  day 
labour,  it  lengthens  the  day ;  if  as  an  addition  to  it, 
it  is  a  great  hardship.  When  grafs  is  plenty,  it  is 
no  harder  work  than  field  labour,  but  in  droughts  it 
is  fcarce ;  and  if  they  fail  in  their  quantity,  they  are 
often  punifhed.  Are  compelled  to  do  this  bufincfs 
P.  272.35  duly  as  any  part  of  the  day's  labour.  Thinks 
that  pregnant  women  (field  (laves)  had  fome  litile 
indulgences,  but  it  is  cuftomary  for  them  to  work 
in  the  field,  till  near  their  time.  The  whip  occa- 
fionally  ufed  upon  them,  but  not  fo  feverely  as  on 
the  men,  that  he  ever  obferved. 

The  "  feafoning  of  negroes,"  not  any  difeafe  or 
diOcmper,  Always  underftood  the  new  negroes 
deaths  to  be  occafioncd  by  being  put  to  hard  labour 
foon  after  being  landed,  and  froiii  the  fcarcity  of 
food,    and   want^  of  almoft  every  other  necefiary. 

Knew 
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Seen  negroes  whipped)  when  the  firft  ftroke  has  made  1790. 
the  blood  fpout  out  immediately.  There  are  otherPart  21. 
ways  of  correftion  very  barbarous  j  fuch  as  fetling  "-nrw 
upon  a  picket)  which  is  ftanding  on  one  foot  upon  a 
fharp  fticki  alfo  the  thumb-fcrews,  which  give  in- 
tolerable pain.  It  is  very  common  to  fee  marks  of 
whippings  on  the  perfons  of  the  flaves,  fomc  with 
their  backs  an  undiftinguiEhed  mafs  of  lumps,  holes, 
and  furrows,  by  frequent  whippings;  molt  of  the 
field-negroes  are  marked  by  the  whip;  all  that  he 
had  feen,  work  under  the  whipi  which  the  drivers 
carry  for  their  correftion,  and  of  which  they  are  con- 
tinually in  dread.  It  is  made  generally  of  plaited 
cowfkin,  with  thick  llrong  lalhes;  a  formidable  in- 
Ilrument  in  one  of  the  overfeers  hands,  who  would 
take  the  fkin  off^  a  horfe's  back  with  one  of  them ; 
has  feen  them  lay  its  marks  into  a  deal  board. 
Knows  not  of  any  protet^ion  (laves  had  from  the  iUP.  270. 
ufage  of  their  mafters.  A  negro  ran  away  from  a 
planter  with  whom  he  was  well  acquainted ;  the 
overfeer  having  orders  to  take  him  dead  or  alive,  a 
while  after  found  him  in  one  of  his  huts>  fafl:  afleep, 
in  the  day  time,  and  (hot  him  through  the  body. 
The  negro  jumping  up,  faid,  "  What,  you  kill  mc 
**  aQeep,"  and  dropt  dead  immediately.'  The  over- 
feer took  otF  his  head  and  carried  It  to  his  owner. 
Knew  another  inftance  in  the  fame  ifland :  a  planter 
offended  with  his  waiting  man,  a  mulatto,  ftepped 
fuddenly  to  his  gun,  on  which  the  man  ran  off,  but 
his  mailer  fhot  him  through  the  head  with  a  fmgte 
ball.  Mentioned  another  inftance,  a  manager  of  an 
eftate  in  Tortola,  whofe  owner  did  not  refide  on  the 
iQand,  fitting  at  dinner,  in  fudden  refentment,  ran 
his  cook,  a  negroe  woman,  through  the  body,  and 
Jhe  died  immediately.  The  negroes  were  called  in 
to  take  her  away  and  bury  her.  All  the  white  peo- 
ple in  the  ifland  were  acquainted  with  thefe  faAs, 
which  happened  when  he  was  in  it,  and  which  none 
doubted :  neither  of  thefe  offenders  were  ever  called 
to  an  account,  nor  were  they  at  all  fliunned  or  con- 
O  a  ^«<A. 
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1790.  fidcred  in  difgracc.    Had  fevcral  times  fccn  flakes  . 

Part IL working  in  the  fields,  in  chains;  the  moft  (triking 

^i^v«*^  inftance  of  it  was  in  Antigua,  where  a  confiderable 
gang  were  working  in  one  chain«  Had  feen  another 
gang  or  two  carrying  down  fugars  from  the  moun- 
tainous pares  of  that  ifland,  upon  their  heads  in  tubs, 

F«  27i«ba{kets  or  bags,  heavy  laden.    Their  appearance  was 
jhocking,  from  the  fcantinefs  of  cloathing,  their  ap- 
,  parent  great  want  of  food,  and  other  inftances  of 

levere  ufage.  It  was  noticed  by  fome  gentlemen 
who  alfo  faw  them,  and  feemed  to  exprcfs  themfelvjcs 
in  terms  denoting  rcfcntmcnt  at  fuch  fevcrity ;  but  it 
is  too  common. 

In  all  the  iflands,  fo  far  as  he  has  feen,  it  is  ufual 
to  turn  the  field  negroes  out  to  their  work  as  foon  as 
the  light  well  appears,  and  they  are  not  difcharged 
from  their  drivers  or  overfcers  until  the  clofe  of  the 
evening,  or  dark.  They  have  time  to  eat  their  food 
in  the  morning,  and  alfo  at  noon;  but  their  ufual 
hours,  or  other  particulars  of  reft,  he  cannot  fpeak 
to.  When  difcharged  from  field  labour,  they  have 
generally  to  pull  grafs  for  their  matter's  horfes  and 
cattle.  By  the  time  this  is  done,  it  is  dark.  If 
picking  grafs  be  reckoned  as  a  part  of  their  day 
labour,  it  lengthens  the  day;  if  as  an  addition  to  it, 
it  is  a  great  hardfhip.  When  grafs  is  plenty,  it  is 
no  harder  work  than  field  labour,  but  in  droughts  it 
is  fcarce ;  and  if  they  fail  in  their  quantity,  they  are 
often  puniftied.     Are  compelled  to  do  this  bufinefs 

f.  272. as  duly  as  any  part  of  the  day's  labour.  Thinks 
that  pregnant  women  (field  flaves)  had  fome  little 
indulgencies,  but  it  is  cuftomary  for  them  to  work 
in  the  field,  till  near  their  time.  The  whip  occa- 
fionally  ufed  upon  them,  but  not  fo  fevcrely  as  on 
the  men,  that  he  ever  obferved. 

The  **  feafoning  of  negroes,'*  not  any  difeafe  or 
diftcmper.  Always  underftood  the  new  negroes 
deaths  to  be  occafioned  by  being  put  to  hard  labour 
foon  after  being  landed,  and  from  the  fcarcity  of 
food,    and  want  of  almoft  every  other  neccffary. 

Krtew 
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Knew  many  tnftances  of  this  fcafoning  being  ex-    1790. 
tremely  fatal  to  flaves.     Some  planters,  who  pur- Part  II. 
chafed  new  negroes,  told  him  thev  have  loft  one-  •— v»» 
third  of  the  number,  or  more,  in  the  firft  year  of 
the  feafoning.     Never  faw  a  cargo  of  i  avcs,  but 
what  had  ficE  or  refufe  negroes,  more  or  kfs,  which  P.  273. 
fold  at  a  lower  price ;  probably  for  cotton  planters, 
an  eafier  bufinefs  than  that  of  the  cane. 

Negro  Haves,  attached  to  a  pUniation,  befides 
field  flaves,  are  houfe  carpenters,  coopers,  and  ma- 
fons.  The  treatment  of  thcfe  generally  better  than 
of  field  flaves,  they  have  more  certain  allowance  trf" 
provilions.  Many  of  the  female  domeftics  are  in  a 
pretty  good  fituation :  their  labour  is  more  mode- 
rate, and  they  have  more  food  and  cloathing.  Heard 
but  of  few  inftances  of  fuicide  among  the  Creole 
flaves;  but  of  a  good  many  among  Africans.  The 
principal  instance  :  A  planter  purchafed  Ox  men  Oaves 
out  of  a  Guinea  Ihip,  and  put  diem  on  a  ftiall  iJland 
to  plant  cotton.  They  had  a  white  man  with  them 
as  overfcer,  who  left  them  of  a  Saturday  night. 
There  were  no  whice  inhabitants  on  the  iOand.  OnP.  274. 
the  Monday  followmg  the  ovcrfeer  returned,  when  he 
found  all  the  lix  hanging  near  together  in  the  woods. 
Had  often  inquired  of  the  moft  fcnfible  negroes 
what  could  be  the  caufe  of  fuch  aiflions,  and  the 
anfwcr  was,  "  That  they  would  rather  die,  than  live 
in  the  fituation  they  were  in." 

Not  able  to  fay  particularly  what  a  tradcfman  (lave 
and  a  field  flave  could  earn  for  themfclvLS.  Many 
field  flaves  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  earn  any 
thing  exclufivc  of  their  matter's  work.  Some  few 
raife  fowls,  and  fome  few  pigs,  and  fell  them :  but 
their  number  is  very  few.  The  black  tradelmcn  in 
Tortota  have  very  feldom  any  jobs  to  do  on  a  Sunday, 
which  is  the  only  day  allowed  for  theufelves.  The 
intclle£t  of  the  negroes  are  various,  as  among  other 
people.  Some  that  arc  brought  up  amongll  the 
white  people,  of  as  good  abilities  as  are  common 
amongft  m^pkindj  confidering  their  fituation,  and 
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1790.  want  of  education.  Had  obfcrvcd  the  young  ncgroci 
Part  II  learn  trades  as  readily  as  whites.  Many  are  ingenious 
v-/'V*^  workmen.  Knows  of  no  exceptions  to  their  pofleflV 
ing  the  focial  afFeftions  as  ftrongly  as  whites,  more 
particularly  the  Creoles.  Apprehends  their  natural 
affedtion  for  their  children  and  relatives,  is  as  great 
*•  275- as  elfcwhere.  No  kind  of  religion  amonft  the  negroes 
of  Tortola.  The  Creoles  have  a  certain  belief  in  a 
Supreme  Being.  The  Africans,  at  firft  coniing» 
fpeak  no  language  but  their  own ;  but  he  never  knew 
one  that  could  exprefs  himfelf,  but  allowed  of  a 
Supreme  Being.  If  the  word  of  a  flave  is  difputed, 
he  will  frequently  lift  up  his  hands,  and  fay,  God 
above  knows  what  they  aflfert  to  be  true.  After  the 
arrival  of  African  negroes  in  Tortola,  they  are  ge- 
nerally kept  a  few  days  before  they  are  put  to  field 
labour.  Never  knew  any  who  were  not  put  to  labour 
a  week  after  they  were  purchafed.  Knew  but  one 
or  two  planters  who  branded  their  (laves.  Never 
faw  the  operation. 

Droughts  generally  affeft  all  kinds  of  vegetation, 
and  hurt  the  provifions.  Some  kinds  are  lefs  injured 
by  them  than  others,  and  it  is  faid  yams  lead. 

The  lower  orders  of  people  in  this  country  cannot 
be  compared  with  the  general  condition  of  (laves. 
The  fituation  of  thefe  is  very  lamentable,  (would 
not  wi(h  to  ufe  any  word  to  exaggerate)  but  it  can- 
P.  276.  not  be  dcfcribed  to  the  full  to  the  underftanding  of 
thofe  who  have  never  (ccn  it.  Never  knew  any 
planter  or  owner  of  a  gang  of  (laves  that  ufed  them 
as  well  as  either  a  good  or  bad  matter  ufes  his  fer- 
vants  in  England.  Hard  labour,  with  the  want  of 
necelTaries  of  life,  wages,  or  cloathing,  are  fufficient 
to  make  their  condition  much  harder  than  the  lowe(t 
degree  of  fervants  in  England.  Certainly  the  maf- 
ter's  intereft  to  treat  his  flaves  well,  as  the  contrary 
never  fails  to  bring  lofs  and  embarralTment  on  their 
owners.  Believes  it  is  from  want  of  wifdom  that 
they  are  treated  ill.  Apprehends  the  matters  of 
flaves  become  morofe  and  cruel  by  being  ufed  to  that 

kind 
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kind  of  bulincfs,  and  that  it  confidcrably  hurts  the  1790. 
morals  of  the  white  people.  Pan  II, 

Since  he  left  Tortola,  by  means  of  correfpondcnce,  ^— v-** 
or  feeing  (bme  perfon  from  the  ifland,  (which  is  ge- 
nerally every  year)  he  has  been  informed  of  its  ftate 
from  year  to  year,  to  the  prefenc  time.  The  laft 
information  reprefented  the  planters  to  be  in  very 
diftreffcd  circumftances.  Divers  of  their  eftares, 
mortgaged  in  England,  had  been  fold  at  public 
vendue,  upon  very  low  terms,  bccaufe  few  were  able 
to  pay  for  them  -,  and  the  general  credit  fo  low  with 
the  planters,  that  but  few  could  obtain  the  neceflaries p,  2^w 
they  want  from  the  (lores  kept  there,  by  reafon  of 
the  debts  to  EngUfh  merchants.  It  has  been  his 
opininion  for  many  years,  that  the  unneceflary  pur- 
chafing  of  African  flaves,  has  been  the  main  caufe 
of  their  embarrafTmencs,  and  the  accumulation  of 
their  debts.  Many  new  negroes  dying  foon  after 
imported,  the  planters  are  induced  to  buy  again  upon 
credit,  by  which  their  debts  have  been  increafcd 
with  the  Englilh  merchants. 

Has  afkcd  many  African  flaves  how  they  were 
brought  into  that  fituation — amongft  others  a  wait- 
ing boy  he  had,  who  told  him,  that  he  and  his  fifter 
being  catched  together  in  the  field,  tending  fome 
corn,  were  both  carried  away.  Men  flaves  had  told 
him  they  were  furprized,  and  made  prilbners  of  by 
the  enemy,  in  the  night,  in  their  own  houfes  or  vil- 
lage :  others,  that  they  were  prifoners  of  war. 

Amongft  difFercjit  planters  there  are  different  ufages 
of  their  flaves.  Some  feed  and  treat  them  better  than 
others.  Fully  believes  the  circumftances  of  the 
owners  have  a  great  effect  in  that  cafe.  The  flaves 
of  thofe  who  arc  much  in  debt,  are  generally  more 
feverely  and  worfe  treated,  than  flaves  of  fuch  as  are 
in  eafy  circumftances. 

The  planter,  with  whom  he  rcfided  6  or  7  years, 
was  named  John  Pickering,  whofe  houfe  was  on  his 
plantation,  aad  he  had  none  in  town,'  Lodged  therep,  278. 
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1790.  that  fpace  of  time,  but  was  never  fo  long  at  one  time 

Part  IL  in  Torcola,    but  a  longer  fpace  at  two  difFereot 

V^V^  periods. 

The  lands  in  Tortola,  which  ufcd  to  be  planted  in 
cotton,  could  not  have  been  cultivated  for  fujgar  in 
fo  fhort  a  time>  without  the  importation  of  flaves 

P.  28o.from  Africa.  Apprehends  the  planting  of  fugar 
would  require  a  larger  body  of  negroes  than  the 
cotton  planters  generally  have.  There  never  has 
been  any  cotton  planted  in  thofe  parts  of  thcMfland 
where  the  fugar-cane  is  planted.  As  to  comparing 
the  planting  of  cotton  and  fugar  by  equal  quantities 
of  land,  is  not  a  judge  of  the  difference  of  labour.* 
Cotton  is  planted  upon  the  poorefi:  parts,  upon 
rocky  and  ftcep  places,  moftly  where  canes  arc  not 
planted.  No  regular  plantations  of  cotton  but  upon 
keys  and  rocky  hills.  When  he  firft  went  there,  he 
thinks  more  than  one-half  was  in  its  native  woods. 
The  beft  parts  were  in  the  hands  of  different  pro- 
prietors, who  cleared  fmall  parts  of  it  from  year  to 
year,  whereby  they  enlarged  their  fugar  plantations, 
and  made  new  ones. 

P.  281.  During  the  whole  of  his  refidence  in  Tortola,  a 
court  of  juftice  was  held  the  firft  Monday  in  three 
or  four  months  of  the  year,  by  the  governor  and  fix 
magiftrates,  but  no  affcmbly :  though  the  ifland  was 
not  under  the  fame  fettled  adminiftration  of  juftice 
that  prevailed  in  the  other  iflands,  juftice  was  admi- 
niftered  in  as  good  and  regular  order,  as  in  any  of 
the  others  before  mentioned. 

The  wood  lands,  by  clearing  of  which  the  fugar 
eftates  were  increafed  from  10  or  12  to  50  or  60, 
could  not  have  been  in  fo  (hort  a  time  if  there  had 

P.  282. been  no  importation.  Is  very  certain  the  event  has 
been  greatly  to  the  lofs  and  embarrajQTment  of  the 
planters,  owing  to  the  bad  management  and  hard 
ufage  of  the  flaves  ;  and  that  y-Sths  of  the  planters 
would  have  been  in  much  better  circumftances,  if 
they  had  not  bought  any  negroes  during  the  time  of 

his 
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Kis  rcfidence  there,  but  had  ufed  thofc  they  had  with  1790. 
humanity  and  care.  Fart  II. 

Water  brackifh  and  fcarcc  in  Torrola.  \y\~^, 

Never  refided  on  any  other  fugar  plantation  than 
J.  Pickering's.  Thinks  a  pair  of  trowfers  and  a 
fiiirt  are  quite  fuffictent  cloathing  for  a  workingp,  aSj, 
negro  in  the  Beld  i  and  that  a  petticoat  and  jacket 
for  a  woman  is  an  equivalent.  Cannot  fay  that  a 
Ihirt  is  abfolutcly  neccirary,  but  it  appears  beneBcia], 
and  is  what  they  would  chufe.  Has  never  known 
thofc  who  had  one  on,  to  pull  it  off,  when  at  work 
in  the  field. 

When  he  fettled  in  the  Road  Town,  his  family 
confifted  of  a  clerk  and  two  apprentices  in  his  llore, 
and  occafionally  three,  four,  or  five  black  doineftics. 
Sometimes  fowls  or  vegetables  were  to  be  bought 
from  the  negroes,  but  very  rarely.  The  fupply  of 
thefe  articles  in  the  ftores  was  very  fmall.  Generally 
ufed  faked  beef  and  pork.  Sometimes  dried  peafe 
from  America.  Frelh  meat  dear  and  fcarce  through 
the  iiland.  Beef  and  mutton,  killed  by  the  planters, 
at  limes  to  be  bought.  A  good  fupply  of  fiQi  at 
times,  and  always  at  a  reafonablc  price. 

Heard  of  a  great  number  of  wrecks  of  (hips  upon 
the  ifland  or  reefs  of  Annigado,  but  was  never  there: 
alfo  that  a  Spanilh  Ihip  was  wrecked  a  year  a  iwoP.  286. 
before  he  went  to  Tortola,  and  that  before  his  arrival 
lieutenant-general  Fleming,  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Leeward  Idands,  came  down  from  St.  Kitts, 
to  demand  and  fecurc  for  the  right  owners,  the 
money  faved  from  that  wreck.  Was  told  that  fomc 
delivered  to  him  what  they  got  of  it,  and  that  others 
delivered  none,  but  never  heard  of  any  being  brought 
to  juftice  upon  that  account. 

Has  been  two  or  three  times  in  Barbadocs,  but 
never  above  two  weeks  at  a  time;  and  then  did  not 
relide  on  any  fugar  plantation. 

Has  been  four,  five,  or  fix  times  at  Antigua: 
believes  the  longeft  was  three  or  four  weeks,  but  did 
not  refide  on  any  fugar  eCtate  there. 

Numb.  3.  P  WA 
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1790.      Had  been  only  once^  a  very  ihort  time,  in  St 

Pare  IL  Kitts»  and  not  on  any  fugar  eftate. 

^^'^^^     Kept  one  horfc,  while  refident  in  the  Road  Town 

P.  287* at  Tortola.  The  grafs  for  him  was  bought  from 
negroes  who  fometimes  brought  it  to  the  road  for 
fale,  in  the  evening.  It  was  their  own  property, 
and  generally  paid  for  with  tobacco,  fait  herrings,  or 
coarfe  linens.  In  crop  time  their  horfes  were  fed 
from  cane  tops,  which  were  had  for  fetching.  Ap- 
prehends fuch  of  the  other  merchants  in  Road  Towa 
as  had  no  eftates  of  their  own,  fupplied  their  horfes 
in  the  fame  way.  Computes  the  grafs  bought  for  his 
horfe  every  night  when  the  negroes  came,  to  have 
coft  two  bits,  or  about  iid.  fterling,  but  with- 
out oats  thinks  two  bits  worth  would  have  been 
infufficicnt.  Grafs  picking  in  the  evening  on  plan- 
tations, continues  in  crop  time  and  all  the  year. 

P.  288.  Never  faw  any  cane  tops  carried  honK  for  planter's 
horfes  or  ftock;  the  draft  mules  at  the  mill  live 
entirely  upon  them  during  crop  time.  They  are  a 
nourilhing  food  for  mules,  who  altogether  live  on 
them ;  and  for  horfes  alfo.  Does  not  know  whether 
horned  cattle,  (heep,  and  goats,  eat  them  or  not. 
Negroes  in  a  plantation  who  have  a  hog  to  feed, 
have  what  quantity  they  pleafe  to  take  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  pork  fed  on  them  reckoned  the  beft. 
They  had  generally,  he  thinks,  the  fkimmings  of 
the  boiling  of  fugar.  Cannot  fay  if  that  ikimming 
is  allowed  or  not  by  their  matters ;  thinks  fome  prime 
negroes  would  not  be  debarred  of  it,  as  it  fcemed  not 
to  be  fit  for  any  other  ufe.  Knows  of  no  negro  be- 
ing flogged  for  feeding  his  hogs  with  it.  J.  Pickering 
had  a  diftillery  for  rum  on  his  plantation.  Appre- 
hends the  (kimmings  of  the  fugar-coppers  are  not  a 
main  ingredient  ufed  in  the  diftil-houfes,  fot  fetting 
of  liquor  in  the  caflcs  for  making  of  rum.  Molaffes 
is  the  main  and  principal  ingredient;  but  thinks 
Ikimmings  are  alfo  always  ufcd  with  the  molaffes 
for  fetting  cafks  for  diftilling. 

P.  289.     He  traded  at  Tortola,  in  moft  kinds  of  maaufac* 

tured 
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Cured  goods;  alfo  in  Iriffi  provifions;  fometimes  in  I79**- 
American  cargoes  of  flour,  bread,  and  other  articles  j  Part  II. 
but  no  corn.  Has  fold  Ofnaburghs,  checks,  and  '-'v**' 
other  coarfc  linens,  &c.  to  the  negroes.  Has  fre- 
quently imported  and  fold  fait  herrings  from  Ireland  ; 
never  any  cod  or  mackrcl,  that  he  recollefls  j  fold 
the  falted  herrings  to  the  planters;  for  theflaves  in 
crop  time  were  generally  employed  at  hard  work  the 
whole  6  days  of  the  week.  They  are  a  perifliable 
commodity,  and  he  thinks  will  not  keep  good  a 
whole  year  in  that  ifland.  Knows  no  inftance  of  great 
fcarcicy  of  Irilh  fait  provifions,  fince  he  kept  a  rtore 
in  the  road.  There  was  afcarcity  of  flour  and  bread, 
but  not  much  to  diftrefs  the  white  people.  There 
was  never,  to  his  knowledge,  any  certam  fupply  of 
provifions,  fuitable  for  the  negroes,  at  all  times  of 
the  year.  There  was,  more  frequently,  no  neccITaryP.  190, 
food  for  them  to  be  bought  at  the  merchant's  ftores. 
Never  had  any  concern  in  planting,  or  as  proprietor 
of  any  plantation  at  Tortola,  or  elfewherc.  Never 
had  more  than  4  or  5  Haves  at  one  time.  One  of 
them  came  to  England  with  him,  the  others  were  left 
at  the  ftore  with  a  partner.  During  his  ftay  in  Tor- 
tola,  there  was  no  complaint  that  white  people  could 
not  obtain  legal  redrefs  for  injuries  they  might  have 
received.  1  he  inhabitants  were  fenfible  there  was 
not  in  the  ifiand  a  fuSicient  authority  to  bring  capi- 
tal offenders  to  trial  and  punifhment,  without  a  fpe- 
cial  commiffion  from  the  governor  general.  While, 
he  was  there,  a  murder  was  committed  by  one  white 
perfon  upon  another.  The  murderer  was  tried,  inp.  291. 
confequence  of  a  commifllon  from  the  governor  ge- 
neral, by  a  jury,  who  acquitted  him.  Redrefs  was  to 
be  had  on  complaints  of  fmaller  offences,  from  the 
governor  and  council.  White  mechanics  or  tradef^i 
men  purfucd  their  occupations  in  Tortola,  through- 
out the  day,  as  in  other  countries.  Did  not  fervc  on 
the  jury  i  is  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers.  In 
fpeaking  of  Tortola,  he  alfo  included  the  Virgin 
IQands. 

P  2  ^VVQSSV 
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Witncfs  examined, — Henry  Hew  Dalrymple^  Efq. 

1790.      Was  lieutenant  in  the  75th  reginnent,  in  garrifoa 
Part  II.  at  Goree,  and  on  various  parts  of  the  coaft,  fronn  Maj 
^^^^^^^^  to  the  end  of  September,  1770.     Made  it  his  bufincw 
F«  291  to  inquire  as  to  the  mode  ot  obtaining  (laves;  had 
P.  292. his  information  from  French  mulattoes  and  nativeSi 
particularly  the  Maraboo  of  Dacard>  a  fenfible  and 
intelligent  man.     Inhabitants  of  Goree  refpedlablc. 
He  was  weekly  on  the  continent,  with   a  view  of 
knowing  the  fituation  of  the  country,  and  modes  of 
procuring  flaves,  bccaufe  he  held  flaveshimfclf  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  wiflicd  to  afcertain  that  matter  be- 
yond  doubt.     In  confcquence,  was  informed  that  the 
great  droves  (called  caffillas,  or  caravans)  of  flaves 
'  brought  from  inland,  by  way  of  Galam,  to  Sene- 
gal and  Gambia,  were  prifoners  of  war.     Thofe  fold 
to  veflcls  at  Goree,  and  near  it,  were  procured  either 
P.  293.  by  the  grand  pillage,  the  leffer  pillage,   or  by  rob- 
bery of  individuals.     The  grand  pillage  is  executed 
by  the  king's  foldiers,  from  3  or  400,  to  2  or  3000, 
who  attack  and  fet  fire  to  a  village,  and   feize  the 
inhabitants  as  they  can.     The  fmaller  parties  gene- 
rally lie  in  wait  about  the  villages,  and  take  o(F  all 
they  can  furprize;  which  is  alfodone  by  individuals, 
who  do  not  belong  to  the  king,  but  are  private  rob- 
bers.    Thefc  fell  their  prey  on  the  coaft,  where  it  is 
well  known  no  qucftions,  as  to  the  means  of  obtain^ 
ing  it,  are  aflced. 

It  feemed  to  be  univerfally  believed  on  the  coaft, 
that  their  wars  are  undertaken  for  the  purpofe  of 
procuring  flaves.  Whenever  he  aflccd  the  negroes 
m  the  Weft  Indies  (who  had  been  brought  in  thofc 
caffiilas,  or  droves)  how  they  had  been  made  prifon- 
ers, they  generally  told  him,  had  been  thus  taken  by 
furprize,  either  at  night  in  their  villages,  ftraggling 
from  their  huts  (particularly  the  women)  or  whea 

cultivating 
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cultivating  their  fields.  He  docs  not  fay  no  wars  1790. 
arifc  in  Africa,  but  from  a  dcCre  of  making  flaves  ;Part  II, 
but  ihat  this,  from  anfwers  received,  appeared  to  be  •—<««• 
the  general  caufe.  Every  body  on  the  coaft  reported 
that  thefe  wars  were  feldom  of  more  than  8  or  10 
days  continuance  ;  that  feldom,  in  the  rpoft  deciflvc 
actions,  the  number  of  prifoners  or  killed,  amounted 
to  more  than  20  or  30,  and  that  it  is  principally  on 
the  coafl:  marauding  ocpedicions  are  found.  Kidnap-  P.  a^ 
ping  is  fo  notorious,  that  he  never  heard  any  perfon, 
French  or  native,  deny  it  there.  Two  men,  while 
he  was  at  Goree,  offered  a  perfon,  a  meflcnger  from 
Senegal  to  Rufifco,  for  fale,  to  the  garrilbn.  ^  They 
did  not  deny  he  was  a  free  man,  but  rather  boafted 
of  what  they  had  done,  in  making  themfelves  maftcrs 
of  him.  Witncfs  indifpofed,  withdrew.  On  a  fub* 
fequent  day,  defircd  to  explain  the  former  part  of 
his  evidence,  having  been  fo  iU  when  he  delivered  ic: 
faid,  that  as  to  the  marauding  expeditions,  informa-P.  soc, 
tion  from  llaves  in  the  Weft  Indies,  tended  to  con- 
vince him,  they  were  procured  in  that  manner  in  the 
interior  of  Africa  alfo.  Many  were  brought  to  Goree 
while  he  was  there,  but  feldom  more  than  3  or  4  to- 
gether, and  oftner  only  one.  He  undcrftood  it  com- 
mon for  European  traders  to  advance  goods  to  chieft, 
to  induce  them  to  feize  on  their  fubjetSs,  or  neigh- 
bours. Not  one  of  the  mulatto  traders  at  Goree, 
ever  thought  of  denying  it.  Thefe  depredations  are 
alfo  pradiftd  by  the  Moors;  faw  many  flaves  in  Af- 
rica, who  told  him  they  were  taken  by  them;  3  of 
thefe,  one  of  them  a  woman,  cried  very  much,  and 
fecmed  to  be  in  great  diftrefs  j  the  two  others  more 
reconciled  to  their  fate.  All  crimes  in  the  parts  ofp,  296. 
Africa  he  was  in,  were  punilhed  with  flavcry.  At 
Goree,  where  moft  inhabitants  are  mulattoes,  llaves 
are  common ;  but  on  the  continent  there  are  but 
few,  and  thefe  are  treated  fo  well,  eating  and  work- 
ing with  their  mafters,  that  they  are  not  dillinguifh- 
able  from  free  men.  Never  faw  any  whip  or  inftru- 
ment  of  torture  ufcd  there  j  nor  did  he  beUeM^,  ofw 
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1790.  inquiry,  that  flavcs  there  were  ufcd  with  fcvcrity. 

Part  II, They  believe  in  witchcraft. 

wnrw  Frauds  are  often  praftifed  on  the  natives,  by  Eu- 
ropean merchants*  He  has  heard  mulatto  mer- 
chants, and  European  captains,  boaft  of  it. 

While  at  Gorce,  a  (hip  attempted  to  fail  out  of  the 
bay  with  a  number  of  negroes,  without  paying  for 
them  ;  and  this  was  the  reafon  given  for  their  orders 
to  fire  on  her,  and  bring  her  to.  From  what  he  faw 
and  heard,  he  has  no  doubt  but  the  thing  is  com* 
mon. 

P.  297,  The  produftions  of  the  part  of  Africa  he  was  in^ 
are  cotton  of  3  kinds,  indigo,  dyes  of  different  kinds^ 
fpices,  fugar  canes,  tobacco,  millet  of  2  kinds,  ebony, 
and  different  kinds  of  cabinet  wood.  The  fugar 
canes  were  thought,  by  judges,  to  be  fuperior  to  any 
produced  in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  cotton  grows 
^ontaneoufly  almoft  every  where,  though  fometimes 
cultivated ;  is  of  a  remarkable  fine  ftaple,  and  as  he 
was  told  by  Mr.  Ofwald,  an  African  merchant,  is 
cfteemed,  by  the  Englifh  merchants,  far  fuperior  to 
any  that  comes  from  the  Weft  Indies.  The  indigo 
is  likewife  of  a  better  quality  than  what  grows  in  our 
iflands ;  it  is  reckoned  equal  to  that  of  Guatimala., 
He  has  referved  fpecimens  of  thefe  articles.  They 
have  befide,  at  Goree,  a  root  which  dyes  a  beautiful 
fcarlet,  and  its  leaves  a  bright  yellow  or  orange.  The 
foil  and  climate  fcem  both  extremely  favourable  for 
the  growth  of  fpices.  Cardamoms  are  found  in 
great  perfeftion  near  Cape  Verd. 

As  far  as  he  could  judge,  in  natural  capacity  the 
negroes  are  equal  to  any  people  whatever :  and  in 
temper  and  difpofition  (of  which,  from  being  con- 
ftantly  among  them,  he  had,  he  believes,  as  many 
opportunities  of  judging,  as  any  Englifhman  on  the 
coaft)  they  appeared  to  be  humane,  hofpitablc,  and 
well  difpofed.  The  country  well  cultivated,  and 
from  the  general  difpofition  of  the  natives  to  labour, 
he  is  convinced,  that  had  they  a  proper  market  for 
their  produce,  they  would  be  as  induftrious  as  any 

£uropeans% 


Africa.— W.  Indies.  Dalrtmpli.  itj 

Europeans.    He  remarked,  that  where  there  was  1790. 
little  or  no  trade  for  (laves,  they  were  moft  induftri-Part  If 
ous.     They  manufadure  cotton  cloths,  almoft  equal  *— v^ 
in  the  workmanfliip,  to  thofe  of  Europe  ;  they  work 
in  gold,  lilver  and  iron,  remarkably  neat;  alfo  inP.  2'<^ 
wood,  and  make  faddles,  bow-cafes,  fcabbards,  gris- 
gris,  and  other  things  of  leather,  with  great  neat- 
nefs. 

Was  much  and  often  in  the  country  among  the 
natives;  and  having  learned  (from  La  Brue  and  o- 
ther  writers)  that  it  was  a  common  praftice  for  their 
kings  to  feize  their  fubjc£ts  and  fell  them  as  flaves 
for  European  goods,  he  wilhed  to  know  whether  the 
report  was  founded  in  fa£t. 

When  he  was  on  board  the  Atalanta  floop  of  war,  .- 
they  fell  in  with  a  (hip  from  Gambia,  the  crew  of  / 
which  had  all  died  but  the  captain,  whofc  name  was  / 
Heatly,  and  the  mate.  On  going  aboard  he  found/ 
the  capcain  lying  on  deck  upon  a  mattrefs,  and  the/ 
mate  appeared  in  bad  health. 

He  was  on  his  paffage  to  the  W.  Indies  in  a  flavcP.  jgo. 
veflel  two  months,  during  which  the  Oaves  were  ex- 
ceedingly unhappy,  made  many  attempts  to  rife: 
not  fucceeding,  they  begged  to  be  permitted  to  throw 
themfelves  overboard,  and  perpetually  regretted 
their  own  country. 

He  was  three  times  in  the  W.  Indies;  in  1773,  at 
Grenada  fix  months;  in  1779  and  1780,  at  Antigua, 
Barbadoes,  Tobago,  St.  Lucia,  and  St.  Chriftophcrs; 
and  in  1788  and  1789,  at  Grenada,  Coriacou,  St. 
Vincents,  and  Tobago. 

General  treatment  of  the  negroes  was  very  cruel. 
He  lived  neat  the  market-place  of  St.  George's,  ac 
Grenada,  where  negroes  were  flogged  every  day  by 
the  particular  orders  of  their  matters ;  they  were  tied 
down  upon  the  ground,  every  (Iroke  brought  blood, 
and  very  often  took  out  a  piece  of  the  flcih.  Saw 
them  often  in  chains,  thus  marked.  A  French 
planter  fent  for  a  furgeon  to  cut  off  the  leg  of  a 
Degree,  who  had  rua  away,    Oa  the  fat%eatC%  -t«- 
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17^.   fufing  to  do  it,  the  planter  took  an  iron  bar  and  broke 

Pare  II.  the  leg  in  pieces,  and  then  the  furgeon  cut  it  off. 

*-'^»-*'»  This  planter  did  many  fuch  afts  of  cruelty,  and  all 

with  impunity.     It  did  not  appear  to  be  the  public 

P.  300. opinion  that  any  punilhment  was  due  to  him,  fortho* 
it  was  generally  known,  he  was  equally  well  receiv- 
ed in  focicty  afterwards  as  before. 

Walked  into  the  country  at  Grenada,  almoll;  daily. 
Many  of  the  field-negroes  bore  the  marks  of  the 
whip  on  their  bodies,  and  fcvcral  worked  in  the  fields 
in  chains.  Whip  is  made  of  a  thong  of  cow's  hide, 
about  half  an  inch  in  breadth,  with  large  knots  on 
it  in  feveral  places.  The  day  after  his  arrival  at  An- 
tigua, he  faw  three  or  four  old  negroes,  reduced  to 
fkin  and  bone,  digging  in  the  dunghills,  in  the 
ftreets,  for  food:  and  was  told  bv  themfelves  and 
others,  that  they  had  been  turned  off  by  their  owners, 
who  could  not  afford  to  keep  them.     This  heu^cr- 

P*  3®l>ltood  was  no  uncommon  praftice.  As  he  was  per- 
petually removing  from  place  to  place  with  the  fleet 
and  army,  in  1779,  and  1780,  he  had  then  but  lit- 
tle opportunity  of  feeing  the  treatment  of  the  negroes 
in  the  plantations.  In  Grenada,  the  plantation  Oaves 
generally  worked  (out  of  crop-time)  from  day-light 
to  dark.  On  fome  plantations  lie  has  known  them 
called  out  long  before  day-light  -,  they  generally  have 
an  hour  allowed  them  for  breakfafl,  and  two  for  din- 
ner. When  laft  at  Grenada,  he  lived  in  the  country, 
about  15  or  16  months-,  and  obfcrvcd  that  flaves 
arc  generally  fent  to  pick  grafs  after  the  field-labour, 
which  continues  til)  fun-t'et  is  over.  A  certain 
quantity  is  required,  and  if  they  do  not  produce  it 
they  are  punifhed  j  though  it  is  often  very  fcarce  and 
brought  from  a  great  dittance.  In  crop-time  they  arc 
obliged  to  work  as  long  as  they  can,  which  is  as  long 
as  they  can  keep  awake  or  (land  on  their  legs.  Some- 
times they  fall  adeep  through  excefs  of  fatigue  when 
their  anns  arc  caught  in  the  mill  and  torn  off.     He 

P>  joa.faw  feveral  who  had  loft  their  arms  in  that  way. 

f         Except  one  or  vttfi  boUdays  a  year,   he  did  not 


Africa.— W.  Indies.  DAtRYHPLi.  jzi 

underftand  they  had  any  time  allotted  them  for  their  179?. 
own  amiifcmcnt  or  repofe;  for  on  Sundays  ihey  la-Part  II. 
bour  more  than  on  any  other  days  of  the  week  ;  it  .•^^-v^ 
being  then  that  they  exert  thcmfelves  in  procuringP.  jaa. 
fupiilies  of  food  forrheirown  fuftcnance,  and  there- 
fore arc  not  attended  by  the  driver.     At  other  times 
every  gang  is  attended  by  one  or  more,  who  make 
frequent  ufc  of  the  whip,  without  diltindion  of  fcx. 
He  believes,  that  in  general,  their  food  is  neither 
fufHcirnt  in  quantity  nor  good  in  quality;  though 
the  domtftic  arc  better  fed  than  the  field-negroes. 
On  the  fortifications,  where  their  labour  is  of  the  fe- 
verefl:  kind,  they  had  only  fevcn  pounds  of  bread  and 
four  of  fiU-filh  per  week.     Tliey  carried   bricks, 
lime,  and  large  planks,  from  the  (hore  to  Richmond 
Hill,    about  a  mile  and    an    half,    and  were  often 
fcarcely  abb  to  move  under  their  burthens. 

Is  not  pofitive  if  thcfe  (laves  were  paid  for  by  go- P.  303. 
vejnment  or  by  the  ifland. 

Believes  it  depends  entirely  on  difpofition  and 
ability  of  mafters  whether  they  are  well  or  ill  fed. 
In  Grenada  they  were  differently  fed  at  different 
times.  He  dined  at  the  houfc  of  a  gentleman,  who 
faid  his  grafs  field  had  been  plundered  the  night  be- 
fore, by  ceitain  negroes,  fome  of  whom  he  could  have 
taken  and  puniflicd,  but  refrained,  becaiife  he  knewP.  304. 
their  allowance  fo  fmall  that  without  robbing  they 
could  not  have  exiftcd  ;  but  only  fpcaks  to  this  par- 
ticular inflr.ince.  The  place  wjs  near  town,  where 
grafs  fells  at  a  great  price-  It  was  the  general  opi- 
nion, that  it  was  more  profitable  to  import  flavcs 
and  work  them  out,  than  to  biced  them.  Believes 
they  are  not  confidered  ;is  protefted  by  law;  for  ne- 
groes were  often  treated  cruelly,  and  even  murder 
had  been  committed,  not  only  with  impunity,  but 
without  its  being  fuppofcd  the  perpetrators  could  be 
puniHicd  on  that  account.  At  Grenada,  in  thejown 
of  St.  George,  a  mafon,  named  Chamlicrs,  killed  3 
negroe,  in  the  middle  of  the  day  (he  thinks  in  the 
church-yard)  and  no  notice  was  taken  of  it.  The 
Numb.  J.  Q^  ^tt^tYrt. 
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1790.  prefcnt  chief  jtidgc  of  Grenada  (who  has  permitted 
Pare  II. him  toufe  his  name  on  this  occafion^  alfured  him  it 
v-Or^  was  true.  Another  inftance  was  of  a  planter  who 
flogged  his  driver  to  dt- ath,  and  even  boafted  of  it  to 
the  perfon  from  whom  witntfs  had  the  account. 
(Does  not  exadtiy  know  the  time  this  happened, 
but  it  was  before  the  year  1773,  when  he  heaixl 
P.  305.  of  it  from  the  Chief  Juftice,  p.  316.)  Another 
was  that  of  the  French  planter  who  broke  his 
negroe's  leg  in  order  to  prevail  on  the  furgeon  to 
cut  it  off.  And  in  June  lad,  he  faw  a  ncgreft 
brought  to  St.  George's  to  have  her  finger  cut  off: 
fhe  had  committed  a  fault,  and  ran  away  to  avoid 
punifhment;  but  being  taken,  her  mafter  fufpendcd 
her  by  the  hands,  flogged  and  cut  her  cruelly  on  tlic 
back,belly,breaftand  thighs,  and  then  left  her  fwfpend- 
cd  till  her  fingers  mortified  :  in  this  (late  witnefs  faw 
her  at  Dr.  Gilpin's,  but  no  notice  was  taken  of  the 
faft,  though  it  happened  months  after  the  new  adt 
for  the  protcftion  of  flaves  was  paffed.  Another 
negrefs  who,  though  a  young  woman,  had  no  teeth, 
informed  him  that  her  miftrefs,  had  with  her  own 
hands  pulled  them  out,  and  given  her  a  fevcrc  flog- 
ging bcfides,  the  marks  of  which  (he  then  bore. 
This  relation  was  confirmed  by  fcvcral  town's  people 
of  whom  he  inquired  concerning  it. 

He  was  in  Grenada,  1788,  when  the  aft  was  paf- 
fed, entitled,  **  An  Aft  for  the  better  protedion  and 
•'  promoting  the  increafc  and  population  of  flaves." 
P.  306.  The  principal  objeftion,  and  which  he  repeatedly 
heard,  to  its  paffing  was,  that  it  might  make  the 
flaves  believe,  that  the  authority  of  their  matters  was 
leffened :  but  otherwife,  many  thought  it  would  be 
of  little  ufe,  as  it  was  a  law  made  by  themfelves, 
againft  themfelves,  and  to  be  executed  by  them- 
fclves :  they  obferved  befidcs,  that  fuch  laws  were 
unneceffary  for  the  proteftton  of  negroes  who  were 
treated  well;  and  that  others  had  fo  many  opportu- 
nities of  evading  the  law,  (the  evidence  of  negroes 
iioc  being  admitted)  that  it  would  be  of  no  ufe/ 

The 
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The  members  of  the  Icgiflature  were  not  all  plan- 
ters. Some  of  them  were  (lave  merchants  and  ftore 
keepers,  in  the  town  of  St.  George.  At  the  time 
of  pafTing  faid  ad,  the  propofdl  in  the  Btitifh  parlia- 
ment for  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  was  a  mat- 
ter of  general  difcufiion  in  the  iQand  :  and  he  be- 
lieves was  a  principal  reafon  for  pafEng  it.  For 
report  faid.  that  the  agent  for  the  ifland  had  men- 
tioned in  a  letter,  that  unlefs  they  made  laws 
themfeJves  for  the  proreftion  of  Oaves,  the  Britifli 
parljamenc  would.  This  letter  he  never  faw,  tho' 
he  fought  it;  and  as  a  proprietor  in  the  ifland 
thought  he  had  a  right  to  read  the  agent's  letters. 
He,  liowcver,  often  heard  it  urged  as  an  argument 
that  the  ait  Ihould  pafs.  He  believes  it  will  prove 
ineffeitual :  becaufe,  as  no  negro  evidence  is  ad-**  3^* 
mitted,  thofe  who  abufe  them  will  ftill  do  it  with 
impunity ;  and  people  who  live  on  ternns  of  inti- 
macy, wuuld  dillike  the  idea  of  becoming  fpies  and 
informers  againft  each  other. 

Believes  the  chaftity  of  the  wives  of  flaves  is  not 
protected  by  law  :  and  has  never  heard  that  there 
was  any  punilhment  for  its  violation.  That  fometimes 
female  flaves  are  offered  by  the  mafters  to  their  vifi- 
tors;  and  has  known  compulOon  ufed  to  oblige 
fuch  CO  fiibmic  to  proftitution. 

Does  not  fay,  that  (laves  never  become  poireffed 
of  much  property;  but  he  never  knew  an  inllance; 
nor  can  he  conceive  how  they  can  have  time  for  it. 
Neither  did  he  ever  know  of  field  (laves  having- ex- 
pcnfive  feafts.  A  negro  woman,  who  became  unfit- P.  30^* 
ted  for  labour  by  difeafe,  was  turned  off  by  the 
truftees  of  his  father's  eftate.  She  fubfilled  by  cha- 
rity in  the  town  of  St.  George. 

The  tetanus,  or  locked  jaw,  was  formerly  very  ' 
fatal  to  negro  children;  but  there  are  now  means 
of  treating  the  mothers  and  children,  which  render 
it  lefs  fo. 

field  flaves  did  not  appear  to   him  cheerful  or 
li_2  happy. 
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1790.   happy.     There  are  frequent  inftances  of  (laves  def- 

Part  II. troying  rhrmfrlvt-s. 

i--v^ii-p       Has  a  landed  ellare  in  Grenada,  but  it  is  not  cul- 
tivated.    Part  of  it  has  been. 

P.  3^9*  His  perfonal  cbfervaiions  on  the  coift  of  Africa 
extend  to  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Cajore,  which 
IS  oppofite  Goree,  to  the  country  north  and  fouth 
for  fome  leagues ;  and  to  about  eight  or  ten  miles 
inland  from  the  (horc.  Within  that  diftancc  indigo 
is  manufaftured  fie  for  ufe ;  and  cloths  dyed  with  it. 
Never  faw  the  procefs.  The  manufadtures  he  men- 
tioned in  gold,  filver,  iron,  and  other  materials,  arc 

P.  3 10.  the  work  of  both  negroes  and  Mviors.  He  faw  but 
few  Moors  in  the  country  about  Cape  Verd,  and  thofc 
were  ftrangers;  and  none  at  Goree,  or  in  any  other 
parts  where  he  had  been.  He  thinks,  as  the  negroes 
are  remarkably  induftiious,  tl^ey  might,  with  proper 
encouragement,  be  brought  to  cultivate  the  diftcrent 
produftions  of  that  part  of  the  coaft  to  a  much  great- 
er extent  than  they  do  at  prefent :  for  where  there 
was  a  demand  for  any  article  or  produce,  he  obfcrv- 
cd  they  were  remarkably  induftrious. 

In  1773,  went  to  Grenada  on  a  vifit  to  his  father. 
He  was  then  22  years  of  age-,  and  Mr.  Leyburnc 
then  governor  of  the  ifland.  He  then  (laid  6  months, 
moflly  in  town  ;  but  was  fometimes  in  the  country, 
p  jj  when  he  made  frequent  vifits  to  different  planta- 
tions •,  but  in  both  town  and  country  faw  many  in* 
fiances  of  cruel  treatment.  Some  of  the  punifhments 
inflrded  might  be  by  order  of  the  magiflrates;  but 
many,  he  was  informed,  were  ordered  by  the  maf- 
ters  :  and  he  knows,  that  by  the  laws  of  the  ifland, 
they  have  fuch  a  power  -,  for  there  is  an  aft,  pafled 
Od.  18.  1784,  for  regulating  the  fees  of  the  clerk 
of  the  market,  and  autliorifing  him  to  take  i8d.  for 
every  flave  he  (hall   flog,  whether  it  be  ordered  by 

P.  312.  the  magiftrate  or  owner.  Thefe  were  generally  be- 
longing to  people  in  town. 

Docs  not  remember  the  name  of  the  French 
planter,  who  treated  his  negroes  fo  barbaroufly,  nor 
prccifdy  the  year ;  but  was  informed  of  it  by  feve- 
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ral  i  and  believes  many  Grenada  gentlemen  now  in  I79°- 
England  have  heard  tiic  ftory.     Has  fecn  this  man  Part  11. 
in  ihc  bcft   fociety  of  the   illand  ofiener  than  once,   •— "v^ 
after  the  ftory  was  gencrail)'  known.     It  was  fpoken 
of  as  a  thing   notorious,  and   believed.     ■Docs   not 
know  whether  or  not  fuch  atrocious  a£ls  are  confi- 
fidered   by  the  better  fort  of  people. as  worthy  of 
inveftigation  or  punifhment.     Would  willingly  be- p.  ^i^, 
lieve  they  are»  by  luch,  difapproved  of;  but  never 
heard  that  there  had  been  any  attempt  to  punilh 
this  offender. 

He  went,  in  the  Have  ftiip  mentioned,  to  the  idand 
of  Antigua;  was  there  about  three  weeks,  in  the 
year  1779;  from  thence  to  Barbadoes:  was  there  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks,  and  thence  to  St.  Kiti's  ; 
where  he  (laid  about  the  fame  time.  In  thefe  iflands 
he  was  moftiy  in  the  towf.is. 

His  own  affairs  drew  him  to  Grenada,  1788.  At 
the  death  of  his  father  he  inherited  his  flaves;  but 
the  eftatc  being  in  polTeUion  of  the  mortgagee,  he 
can  give  no  account  ot  the  manner  of  providing  for 
his  own  fiaves ;  but  he  undiTll.inds  the  planters  in  p.  314, 
Grenada  allow  their  flaves  fait  provifions  and  flour, 
which  are  brought  from  England  and  America. 
Many  of  them  dillribute  theic,  exclufive  of  the 
ground  provifions,  regularly  every  week,  fomc  of 
them  daily:  and  at  times  corn  of  various  forts  ei- 
ther in  grain  or  meal  -,   but  many  others  do  not. 

The  inhabitanis  of  the  towns  in  Gn  nada  arc  fur- 
niflird  with  grafs  and  other  green  provender  for  their 
horfes,  bv  plantation  flaves  in  the  neighbourhood, 
who,  lie  believes,  fometimes  receive  to  their  own 
life  tne  money  or  other  commodities  they  get  in  re- 
turn;  but  that  is  fometimes  fold  for  the  account  ofp^  -,-_ 
their  mailers.  The  planters  do  not  commonly  dif- 
pofe  of  their  grafs  j  but  fometimes  fell  milk  and 
greens.  He  is  uncertain  whether  they  cultivate 
grafs  to  fell,  or  for  rhcir  cattle. 

He  firquently  convcrlcd  with  the  prefcnt  chief 
juftice  of  Gienada,  who  told  him  the  fad  aireadY 
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f  790.  mentioned,  in  his  own  houfr ;  2nd  chir.ks  he  faid  it 
Part  11.  was  committed  in  the  year  176^. 
^*^y^^       Being  afked  if  he,  or  any  oiher  perfon,  ever  in- 
3P*  3*^* formed  the  chief  juftice  of  the  cruel  treatment  re- 
ceived by  the  negro  girl  whom  he  faw  at  Dr.  Gil- 
pin's, faid,  he  inquired  after  Torre  time  whether  any 
notice  had  been  taken  of  it,  and  did  not  Bnd  there 
had.     He  did  not  himfelf  inform  the  chief  juftice, 
nor  does  he  know  whether  or  not  he  was  informed 
of  it.     At  the  time  it  happened,  he  was  preparing 
to  leave  the  iQand,  and  believed  as  it  was  known  to 
fo  many  people,  that  the  chief  juftice  muft  have 
been  informed  of  it  by  fomebody  ;  but  he  did  not 
know  that  it  pafled  unnoticed,  till  he  was  juft  fetting 

P.  1117.®^^  ^^  Europe,  after  which  he  never  faw  the  chidf 
juftice. 

Recolled^s  a  claufe,  or  claufes,  in  the  law,  for  the 

frote£tion  of  flaves,  whereby  three  perfons,  frec- 
olders  in  each  parifb,  are  appointed  guardians  for 
carrying  it  into  execution;  and  their  teftimony  de- 
clared to  be  competent  in  all  cafes  neceffary  there- 
to: but  is  of  opinion,  that  while  a  Qavc's  evidence 
is  not  admitted  in  a  court  of  law,  they  can  be  of 
very  little  or  no  fcrvicc  to  him.  Slaves,  however, 
would  not  be  without  remedy  in  every  inftance: 
but  thinks  fuch  as  are  difpufcd  to  treat  their  negroes 
lU,  may  find  ways  of  evading  thcfe  laws.  Laws  for 
the  proteftion  of  the  negroes,  and  feeding  them,  had 
been  before  pafled ;  but  it  was  found  neceflary,  not- 
withftanding,  to  make  a  new  aft.  That  dated  10th 
Dec.  1766,  for  the  allowance  of  provifion  grounds 
to  flaves,  dircfks  the  appointment  of  four  freeholders 
by  the  juftices  of  each  parifli,  to  infpeft  the  grounds, 
and  fee  that  there  was  a  fufficient  quantity  of  provi- 
fions  :  yet  the  preamble  to  the  laft  aft  feems  to  im- 
ply that  this  former  one  had  not  been  fufficiently 
attended  to. 

He  believes  it  common  for  plantation  flaves  in 

Grenada,  to  bring  to  market,  and   particularly  on 

'•  3 ^8. Sundays,  various  articles  of  fruit  and  vegetables, 

poultry. 


AniCA— W.  Indies.  DALtirifPU*  tt 

poultry,  pork,  kids,  and  goats,  then- own  ^ropeity*  1790. 

and  railed  by  themfelvcs.  Part.  I 

Suppofes  it  coft  him  two  fliilings  a  day  each  to  *-**"^ 

maintain  hishorfes  in  grafs  and  other  green  provender, 
and  that  grafa  is  more  lefs  picked  the  year  round  :  that 
the  provifions  of  the  flaves  on  the  fortifications  at 
Grenada  were  only  the  allowaricc  made  by  govern- 
ment, of  7lb.  of  bread  and  4  of  fait  Hfh  per  wede 
each,  without  any  ground  provifions  from  maftersj 
but  of  this  is  not  certain.  The  rations  neceffary  for 
their  fupport  in  this  fcrvice,  he  apprehends,  were  af- 
certaincd  by  the  commander  in  chief;  and  the  quan- 
tity of  their  labour  by  managers  and  overfecrSj  no 
European  officer  being  lb  competent  to  judge  of  ei-P.  Ji; 
iher  as  the  W.  Indians  themfelvcs.  A  white  or  a 
black  man  was  fcnt  by  the  owner  with  his  flaves,  to 
take  care  of  them ;  and  fuppofcs  a  perfon  was  let 
over  tiie  whole  by  the  commander  in  chief  to  fee  that 
they  did  their  duty.  Does  not  remember  any  foldiera 
were  employed  to, work  on  the  fortifications;  or 
whether  the  excefs  of  labour,  in  carrying  burthens  as 
before  mentioned,  was  to  be  afcribed  to  the  perfon 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  king,  or  thofe  fent  to 
tak.c  care  of  the  flaves  by  the  planters.  He  believcsP,  321 
there  is  an  a6t  of  aflembly,  conilituting  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  council  and  aflcmbly,  to  lee  to  this  fer- 
vicc  of  the  flaves  and  their  food  :  but  that  ncvcr- 
thelefs  thofe  emplc^ed  by  the  committee  can  ill  treat 
the  (laves  in  many  refpe£t!>  without  its  coming  to 
their  knowledge. 

Says  he  might  have  put  his  cftate  under  cultivation 
by  getting  Haves  from  the  huufe  Backhoufe  and 
Tarleton  in  Grenada^  but  knowing  when  in  Africa, 
how  happy  the  negroes  were  there,  and  the  unjufti- 
fiable  means  of  enflaving  them,  their  cruel  ufage  on 
ihip-board  and  in  the  Weft  Indies,  he  could  not,P,  ^3 
confiftent  with  bis  ideas  of  right,  purchafe  any  flaveSf 
efpecially  as  he  did  not  intend  to  remain  on  the 
plantation  himfelf. 
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I  90.       He  has  feen  many  difeafed  and  difabled  Teamen  in 
Pare.  II.  the  town  of  St.  George,  and  on  inquiry  found  they 
^^•v*^  had  belonged  to  Guinea  Ihips  which  had  left  them 
there. 

Could  not  fay  it  was  likely  any  planter  would  be 
defirous  of  interfering  very  adtivclv,  to  remedy  the 
fmaller  abufcs  praftiled  by  white  people  on  their  ne- 
groes; nor  what  Mr.  Bruce's  method  was  of  curing 
the  tetanus  j  but  Mr.  B.  aflured  him,  from  the  time 
he  adopted  it  (which  he  thinks  was  two  years  before) 
he  had  loft  none,  or  but  one  or  two  children.  He 
thinks  one  part  of  his  method  was,  to  give  the  wo- 
men immediately  before  the  labour,  a  large  airy 
room. 

Does  not  pretend  to  fay  that  all  flaves  in  Gre- 
nada are  ill  ufed,  but  believes  that  bad  ufage  is  too 
general.  Some  he  knew  who  treated  their  flaves 
well. 
P«  3^^»  As  to  happy  ftate  of  negroes  in  their  own  coun- 
try, he  can  fpeak  pofitively  only  of  that  pait  of  the 
coaft  where  has  been,  which  might  be  rather  lefs  than 
40  miles  extent. 

His  plantation  he  purchafed  from  Mr.  Townfend, 
the  treafurer  of  Grenada,  who  was  truftee  of  his  fa- 
ther's cflate.  It  lies  in  the  parifh  of  St.  David,  and 
about  fcven  or  eight  miles  from  Gcorgc*s  Town.  Ic 
P.  323. was  cultivated  in  cocoa  and  provifions,  and  confifts 
of  about  250  acres.  At  prefcnt  it  is  uncultivated, 
and  no  Haves  belong  to  it. 

On  inquiry  of  chief  juftice,  he  mentioned  one  in- 
ftance  of  a  white  man  btrirg  brought  to  trial,  and 
hanged  for  the  murder  of  a  llave;  but  laid,  he  be- 
lieved if  this  murdeicr  had  been  a  man  of  good  cha- 
rafter,  or  had  had  tricnds  or  money  tp  pay  for  the 
flave,  he  would  not  have  bften  brought  to  trial.  He' 
was  of  a  very  bad  chaiacler,  and  had  bten  obliged  to 
leave  Barbadoes  on  that  account.  At  Grenada  he  had 
been  a  bailiflf's  follower,  and  from  his  rigour  in  exe- 
P.  324. cu ting  his  office,  and  bad  character,  was  particularly 

obnoxious 
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obnoxious  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  St.  1790. 
George.  Part  II. 

He  had  been  at  )St.  Vincent's  and  Calliaqua,  and  t--r*>J 
had  converfed  with  the  Yellow  Caribs,  but  not  with 
the  Blacic ;  the  latter  he  fuppofes  a  mixture  of  the 
Yellow  Caribbs  and  fome  negroes  caft  away  on  the 
iHand.  The  Caribbs  had  no  other  clothing  than  a 
clout  or  girdle  about  the  middle,  and  no  Ihoes  ;  but 
sU,  as  far  as  he  can  recoIle6^,  were  armed  with  cut- 
lafles.  The  black  Caribbs  attended  the  market  ofp.  ^ac, 
Kingfton  with  tobacco  and  other  articles>  which  the 
women  carried.  The  fugar  eftates  which  he  faw  un- 
der cultivation  in  St.  Vincent's  were  chiefly  border- 
ing on  the  Tea  coaft. 

The  white  man  who  was  hanged  for  murder  he 
thinks  was  named  Bachus  Prefton. 


Witnefs  Examined — Rev.  Rob.  Boucher  Nicholls, 
Dean  of  Middleham,  in  Yorkfliire, 

Was  born  in  Barbadoes  ;  rcfided  there  fome  years  p.  326, 
in  his  youth,  and  two  after  he  was  of  age,  from  1/68 
to  1770,  when  in  holy  orders.  While  there  was  en- 
ablea  to  judge  of  the  fituation  both  of  field  and  houfe 
flaves  :  for  his  uncle,  with  whom  he  lived  four  years, 
had  a  fugar  eltate.  Several  others  whom  he  vificed 
were  concerned  in  eftates ;  and  in  his  laft  refidence 
there,  he  himfelf  rcfided  on  a  very  large  eftate,  and 
obfervcd  the  management  both  of  that  and  furround- 
ing  eftates.  The  ficuation  of  Haves  with  rcfpe^  to 
food  and  treatment,  he  thinks  cannot  be  comprehend- 
ed under  any  one  general  defcription,  fome  being  well 
/ed  and  taken  care  of  both  in  ficknefs  and  health,  and 
others  much  neglcftcd  and  fcvercly  treated.  The 
latter  fo  imprefled  his  mind,  that  he  faid  to  a  perfon 
largely  concerned  in  the  management  of  flaves,  'This 
people  will  find  a  Mofes ;'  which  perfon  Ijtely  remind- 
ed him  of  the  words.  Never  read  the  laws  of  Bar-p  .*_ 
badoes,  but  undcrftood  flaves  were  not  protefted  by 

Nuinb.  3.  R  xWm\ 
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1790.  them ;  that  murders  by  owners  were  punilhed  by  fine. 
Part  II.  But  if  not  by  owner,  then  he  received  the  value  of  the 
negro  from  the  murderer,  and  the  fine  was  paid  into 
the  exchequer,  at  the  fuit  of  the  Attorney-General. 
He  never  underftood  that  where  negroes  were  (tinted 
or  ill  ufed,  legal  redrefs  had  ever  been  applied  for,  or 
could  be  obtained ;  what  legal  provifion  for  it  there 
is,  eannot  fay.  Knew  often,  where  the  mailer's  regard 
of  his  own  intereft  did  not  prevail,  with  refpeft  to  u- 
fing  his  flaves  well,  and  giving  fufRcient  food,  &c. 
P.  3 2 8.  Among  the  reft,  that  of  one  M'Mahon,  whofc  fevcrity 
was  generally  mentioned,  (and  always  with  deteftati- 
on,  p.  338.)  had  deftroycd  more  negroes,  than  the 
value  of  the  additional  crops,  produced  by  their 
extra  labour.  So  that  though  in  eight  years  he 
paid  off  a  con fiderable  debt,  he  was  faid  to  have  def« 
troyed  more  negroes  than  the  amount  of  it.  Alfo  re- 
collefts  where  flaves  were  reduced  to  a  general  ftate 
of  debility  and  difcontent,  from  a  want  of  ncccflaries 
while  they  were  urged  to  their  accuftomed  labour: 
fo  that  he  heard  it  obferved  that  the  manager  of  a 
particular  eftate,  "  for  a  long  cane  would  produce  a 
dead  negro.**  On  the  ether  hand,  he  could  mention 
many  inllances,  where  humanity,  and  a  regard  to  in- 
tereft joined  in  providing  well  for  them  -,  particularly 
that  of  Dr.  Mapp,  whofe  eftate  was  in  the  moft  flou- 
rilhing  condition,  both  in  refpeft  to  the  number  of 
negroes  by  natural  increafe,  and  the  fuccefs  of  his 
plantation. 

The  treatment  of  flaves  appeared  to  depend  wholly 
on  the  perfons  who  had  the  management  of  them.  Sir 
Hanfon  Berney*s  eftate  was  managed  by  his  brother, 
humanely  and  judicioufly ;  he  believes  without  any 
puniflimcnt,  and  that  the  eftate  was  produdive.  Has 
often  heard  a  relation  of  his  who  had  the  care  of  feve- 
ral  large  eftates,  declare,  that  he  would  willingly  fub- 
mit  to  have  the  power  of  puniftiment  taken  from 
him,  if  he  might  allow  fufficient  rewards  for  good 
behaviour  and  labour.  One  eftate  in  particular  he 
condudted  for  two  years  s  during  which,  (though  the 

^  Witncfs 
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Witnefs  vlfitcd  him  almoft  daily)  no  inftance  of  pu-   1790. 
nifhment  had  occurred.    And  yet  he  declared,  when  Part  II. 
he  look  the  management  of  that  eftate  upon  him,  *— v*^ 
though  there  was  hardly  a  place  on  the  backs  of  the 
labouring  negroes  frte  from  the  mark  of  the  lalh,  ic 
had  not  been  fuccefsful  to  the  owner  in  point  of  crops. 

Says,  effedts  of  owners  embarrafled  fituation  on  P.  ^m, 
flaves,  is  puDiing  them  beyond  their  (trength,  and  lea- 
ving them  without  their  ufual  allowance  of  provili- 
ons,  or  any  thing  as  a  fubflitute,  for  a  week  or  two  ; 
this  was  confirmed  to  him  by  the  manager  of  a  gen- 
tleman fo  circumftanced.  This  manager  alfo  told 
him  that  the  fame  perfon,  as  well  as  fcveral  others, 
either  abridged  or  withheld  in  crop  timCj  the  ftated 
allowance  given  at  other  times. 

Ufual  inftruments  of  punilhing  negroes  were  the 
thong-whip,  chains  on  the  legs,  irons  on  the  neck, 
and  confinement  in  the  dungeon.  In  cafes  of  enor- 
mous crimes,  they  were  gibbetted  alive  in  chains: 
but  he  never  faw  but  two  inftances  of  the  latter.  The 
punilhncnt  of  whipping  is  fevere,  cutting  deep  into 
the  flelh,  and  leaving  marks  which  are  viQble  a  long 
time;  fometimcs  to  old  age.  The  flaves  always  work  P.  jjo, 
u.ider  a  driver,  with  a  thong  whip  plaited. 

The  rights  of  marriage  as  among  the  negroes,  he 
believes,  are  not  prote&ed  in  the  fmalle(t  degree,  ei- 
ther by  law  or  cuftom  t  but  the  chaftity  of  the  wo- 
men intirely  liable  to  Invafion  by  the  manager,  or 
other  white  pcrfons. 

Natural  capacity  and  difpofitton  of  negroes,  appre- 
hends  to  be  jutl  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  whites.  He 
grounds  his  opinion  on  many  inftances.  One  of  a 
negro  woman  purchafed  from  a  flave  fliip,  and  given 
to  him  by  his  father.  She  appeared  at  firlt  as  dull 
and  fullen  as  any  negro  he  ever  faw  j  but' on  inftruc- 
tion,  became  quite  the  reverfe,  and  of  her  own  accord 
defired  to  be  made  a  Chriftian. 

She  afterwards  was  his  domeftic  fervant,  and  by 
her  fidelity  to  her  hutband,  and  her  good  behaviour  in 
all  relipeas,  manifclted  a  good  underftaQd\u^»MA^^« 
K  2  .     "wSs. 
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1790.  bcft  difpofition.  He  obfervcd  in  many  negroes  in  the 
Fart  Il.norchern  provinces  of  America,  the  fame  improvc- 
tM'VW  ment  where  equal  care  was  taken.  He  remembers  a 
Phillis  Wheatley  in  Bofton,  an  African  Have,  who  in 
lefs  than  three  years,  learned  ihe  Englifli  language, 
and  wrote  elegant  Englifli  verfe,  which  has  been  pub- 
lilhed. 

He  has  fcen  other  inftances  of  their  ingenuity  in 
arts  and  letters.  Among  others,  an  elegant  chair, 
which  a  negro  of  Jamaica  carved  with  a  knife  only. 

Their  difpofition  is  in  general  affectionate  where 
well  treated,  which  he  thinks  would  eafily  lead  to 
piety,  if  they  were  in  the  way  of  improvement. 

Several  in  Barbadoes,  who  had  attended  the  church, 
expreflcd  to  him  a  wifli  to  become  Chrifl:ians.  Many 
are  fo  in  the  Northern  provinces  of  America;  but 
knows  not  of  many  in  Barbadoes,  who  were  infl:ru(5led 
or  baptized. 

They  were  generally  regarded  by  pcrfons  of  prin- 
ciple and  education  among  the  whites,  as  tmfortunate 
men  entitled  to  compafllon  and  good  treatment  j  but 
the  bulk  of  the  whites  confidered  them  as  beings  of 
an  inferior  fpecies. 
r*  331-  His  father  had  a  boy  who  faid  he  was  the  Ton  of  a 
prince  in  Africa,  and  taken  away  forcibly.  He  af- 
terwards knew  a  negro  woman,  who  allcdged  that  her 
father  was  a  king  in  Africa,  and  as  flie  could  find 
none  her  equals  in  Barbadoes,  flie  would  neither  eat 
nor  converle  with  any  of  the  other  negroes.  This  her 
miftrefs  declared  had  been  the  cafe  for  20  years. 

Apprehends  the  flaves  frequently  robbed  the  pro- 
vifion  grounds  of  the  neighbouring  plantations :  to 
prevent  which,  armed  watchmen  are  therefore  fet ; 
and  he  has  heard  of  negroes  brought  home  wounded, 
P,  33a. Some  pcrfons  allow  their  negroes  all  Sunday,  befides 
5  or  6  holidays  in  the  year,  and  fometimes  a  Saturday 
afternoon,  during  the  time  of  holing.  Others  allow-i 
ed  Icfs  vacation,  requiring,  on  Sundays,  meat  for  the 
cattle,  to  be  gathered  twice  in  the  day  j  and  often  in 

the 
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the  crop,  continue  the  boiling  of  the  fugar  till  late  »79<^ 
on  Saturday  night.  °*'''^  ^ 

In'one  inftance  recoUefls  it  to  have  been  protrafl- '^"'^ 
ed  till  fun-rife,  on  Sunday  morning;  and  the  care 
afterwards  of  fecting  up  the  fugar  jars,  muft  require 
feveral  hours.  The  flaves  had  cominonly  no  other 
day  than  Sunday,  (except  as  above)  locultivate  their 
own  grounds. 

The  criterion  of  a  manager's  merit  in  general,  he 
apprehends  to  be  the  produftlon  of  large  crops. 

The  quantum  of  ground  allowed  the  field  negroes 
for  raifing  provifions,  does  not  admit  their  frequently 
poffeffing  any  confidcrable  property.  It  is  not  likely 
they  can  fpare  much  of  the  produce  for  fale.  Some- 
times they  poffcfs  a  pig  and  two  or  three  fowls;  and 
if  they  have  alfo  a  few  plantain  trees,  thefe  may  be 
2  means  of  fupplying  them  with  knives,  iron  pots, 
and  fuch  other  convcnicncics,  as  the  matter  docs  not 
allow. 

Cannot  pofitively  fay  they  never  have  expenlive 
treats,  but  the  utmoft  he  ever  heard  of  was,  thac 
fometimes,  when  a  ntgro  married,  he  has  provided  a 
pig  for  his  friends.  Never  underllood  that  the  dances 
were  attended  with  treats;  and  believes  if  their  en- 
tertainments had  been  expenfivc,  he  Ihould  have 
heard  of  them.  The  principal  feafts  they  ever  give, 
as  he  underftands,  are  after  the  funerals  of  their 
friends,  when  they  fcatter  fume  provilions  on  the 
grave,  and  eat  the  reft  themfcWes,  with  a  view  of 
holding  a  communion  with  the  deceafed. 

He  does  not  rccoUeil  any  inttances  of  the  CreoleP.  23' 
negroes  deftroying  thcmfclves,  but  remembers  five 
or  fix  iuch  inftances  of  African  negroes,  immediately 
after  they  were  purchafcd. 

He  knew  very  few  free  negroes.  One  of  them 
was  wife  to  a  Mulatto  (lave,  on  Sir  Hanfon  Berney's 
eftate.  She  was  very  induftrious  in  the  care  of  her 
family,  and  in  railing  poultry  to  fell,  with  the  profits 
of  which  fhe  paid  for  the  fchooling  and  cloathing  of 
her  children>  which  flic  was  cncauraged  to  do^  «&. 
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1790.  knowing  thqr  would  be  free.  They  were  baptized^ 
Ptrt  II.  and  the  whole  fannily  fo  orderly,  that  he  never  heard 
any  mifbehaviour  attributed  to  them.  The  hufband 
ferved  in  feveral  capacities  on  the  eftate,  was  very 
(kilful  in  the  care  of  the  fick,  and  remarkably 
honeft.  Having  met  with  reward  and  indulgence, 
by  his  own  and  his  wife's  induRry,  it  was  faid  he 
amafled  lool.  fterling,  which  he  offered  for  his  free- 
dom; but  it  was  refuied,  his  mafter  not  being  willing 
to  part  with  him  at  any  price.  What  relates  to  his 
own  and  wife's  behaviour,  the  witnefs  knew  from  his 
own  obfervation. 

The  only  other  inftance  of  a  free  negro,  in  his 
knowledge,  was  of  a  Joe  Rachell,  in  Bridge  Town. 
He  was  a  merchant,  had  large  and  extend ve  con- 
cerns, and  was  fo  much  efteemed  for  his  honefty, 
that  he  was  commonly  admitted  to  the  company  and 
converfation  of  merchants  and  planters. 

The  fituation  of  domeftic  flaves,  was  not  by  any 
means  as  comfortable  as  that  of  the  correfpondent 
rank  of  people  in  this  country,  though  preferable  to 
that  of  field  negroes.  The  indulgence  given  domef- 
ticks  here,  is  withheld  from  the  flaves,  and  thefe  are 
liable  to  corporal  punifhment.  In  the  country  do- 
meftic flaves  are  commonly  correfted  by  the  driver, 
and  in  town  a  man  was  employed,  who  went  from 
houfe  to  houfe  for  that  purpofe,  who  was  called 
the  Jumper.  Neither  does  he  think  the  ftate  of  field 
flaves  will  bear  any  comparifon  with  that  of  the  la- 
bouring poor  in  this  country;  becaufe  of  the  feverity 
of  the  heats,  which  are  little  varied  by  the  feafons, 
becaufe  the  intermiflions  from  labour  are  lefs  fre- 
quent, and  the  food  lefs  fubftantial  than  in  England  ; 
and  becaufe  they  are  perpetually  fubjeft  not  only  to 
arbitrary  puniftiment  from  the  chief  overfeer,  but 
from  the  book-keepers  and  drivers,  who  follow  them 
conftantly  at  their  work  with  the  lalh,  correft  them 
before  an  excufc  can  be  heard,  and  often  vent  their 
own  refcntments  upon  them,  under  the  plea  of  pu- 
nilhing  them  for  negligence. 

The 
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The  white  people  called  Tenants,  who  fervc  in  the  1790. 
militia  for  a  fmall  allotmene  of  land>  commonly  Pare  U. 
work  in  their  grounds  with  the  negroes,  if  they  have  ^•'V'ta* 
any;  or  if  not,  cultivate  them  by  their  own  labour. 
Thefe  ufually  raife  provifions,  but  not  canes.    Many 
whites  in  Barbadoes  exercife  handicraft  trades  i  fuch 
as  carpenters,  joiners,  mafons,  copper-fmichs,  black- 
fmiihs,  Ihoemakers,  &c.  and  alfo  fome  of  the  poorer 
whites  fpin  cotton  for  the   lamps    in    the    boiling 
houfcs.    Whites  are  alfo  employed  in  the  coafling 
velTels,  and  as  fiihermen. 

.  In  rcfpeft  to  flocks  of  flaves,  kept  up  by  the  births  P.  335. 
only,  underftqod  from  Dr.  Mapp's  fon,  that  the 
ftock  on  the  eftate  to  whicn  he  had  juft  fuccceded, 
had  increafed  fo  much,  that  there  was  a  redundancy 
fufficient,  nearly,  to  ftock  another  eftate.  Another 
inftance  which  came  within  his  own  obfervation,  way 
of  flaves,  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Career,  who 
increafed  confiderably-,  they  cultivated  his  glebe, 
and  he  annually  planted  canes,  which  were  manu- 
fafturcd  into  fugar  at  an  adjoining  eftate.  His  own 
brother  informed  him,  that  his  negroes  had  doubled 
their  number  by  natural  increafe  in  twenty  years; 
and  he  believed  they  were  generally  employed  in 
common  field  bulinefs,  as  other  negroes.  He  had 
heard  of  fcveral  others  of  his  acquaintance,  who  had 
kept  up  their  ftocks  by  the  natural  increafe,  without 
purchafe.  In  converfation  with  judicious  planters^ 
he  underftood  it  to  be  their  opinion,  that  the  rear- 
ing of  (laves  on  the  eftates,  depended  much  on  the 
managers. 

Remembers  to  have  feen  two  Guinea  failors,  who 
were  lame,  begging  in  the  country,  at  the  houfe  of 
a  perfon  who  had  relieved  many  fuch,  by  extrading 
the  Guinea-worm,  and  healing  fores  contracted  in 
that  fervice. 

Cannot  fay  what  difference  a  long  refidence  of  the 
blacks  in  the  iflands  might  occafion,  as  to  cheir  hap- 
pinefs,  as  he  did  not  himfelf  make  a  long  refidence ; 
lie  however  remembers  both  to  have  feen  and  heard. 
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1790.  that  thofe   newly  imported,    were  often   deje&ed. 

Part  11.  emaciated,  and  incapable  of  work,  fo   as  even  to 
^-•■v*^  rcfift  all  attempts  to  confolc  and  adminifter  nourifli* 
ment  to  them. 

P*  3j6-  Never  faw  the  aft  of  branding  -,  has  fcen  marks^ 
but  does  not  remember  how  they  arofe,  nor  whether 
they  were  made  in  Africa,  on  board  (hip,  or  clfc- 
wherc.     Were  not  many. 

Never  heard  of  any  nation  of  negroes  prone  to 
fuicide  in  their  own  country.  Befidcs  the  five  men- 
tioned, who  deftroyed  themfelves  the  day  after  they 
were  purchafed,  he  remembers  to  have  heard  of  a 
flave  who  deftroyed  himfelf,  fometime  after  he  was 
purchafed,  fuppofcd  from  dejeftion,  and  certain]/ 
not  from  ill  treatment. 

*  •  337*  Does  not  know  by  what  law  the  pecuniary  pu- 
nilhments,  annexed  to  the  murder  of  a  flave,  are  im- 
pofcd.  He  fuppofcs  it  to  be  by  an  aft  of  the  ifland, 
becaufe  the  laws  of  this  country  inflift  a  different 
punifhment  for  murder.  When  a  law  is  paffed  in 
the  ifland,  he  apprehends  it  is  immediately  fent  to  be 
prefented  to  the  King  in  council,  and  is  valid  unleft 
negatived  within  three  years,  without  any  diftinft  ap- 
probation of  the  law  being  expreffed. 

P.  33p,  While  in  Barbadoes,  many  particulars  mentioned 
by  him,  which  fell'  not  within  his  own  perfonal  know- 
ledge, he  had  from  his  father  and  brother,  who  rc- 
fided  near  him.  They  at  different  times  had  the  care 
of  flaves,  to  the  amount  of  between  icoo  and  aooo, 
and  knew  the  ftate  of  the  whole  ifland  j  fome  par- 
ticulars had  been  communicated  to  him  by  letters, 
and  moft  of  the  information  fincc,  he  had  from  a  per- 
fon  then  in  England.  Has  converfed  and  correfpond- 
ed  with  another  gentleman  of  fome  diftinftion,  a  pro- 
prietor of  eftates  and  flaves  in  Barbadoes,  and  has  been 
m  both  countries,  within  the  laft  10  years,  but  ab- 
fent  from  Barbadoes  about  five  years.  Has  under- 
flood  from  himfelf  and  fome  difmtercfted  perfons, 

that  the  manageoKnt  Qa  his  planution  fipce  his  ab- 
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fence,  has  not  been  prejudicial  to  the  flaves  in  point  1790. 
of  treatment  and  provifion  in  the  fmalleft  degree.        Part  II. 

He  lived  much  with  his  father  and  uncle  who  were  >-'*"*^ 
humane  men;  recoUefts  but  one  inftance  of  correc- "•  339 
tion  of  a  negro  by  cither  of  them,  and  that  was  for 
breaking  open  a  {lore,  and  Healing  a  pipe  of  wine, 
for  this  he  thinks  the  culprit  received  24  lafhes. 

During  his  hft  rcfidence  on  the  iflandj  he  atroidcd 
feeing  the  punilhment  of  flaves,  yet  recollcds  feeing 
them  with  irons  upon  the  feet  and  neck,  and  once 
to  have  heard  a  ireirendous  punishment  admiiiideredf 
which  he  did  not  fee  ;  it  was  for  running  away,  and 
confifted  of  60  la(bes  on  the  breech  with  a  thick  whip. 
A  pcrfon  iti  the  fervice  of  the  owner,  who  ordered  that 
correftion,  told  him  that  the  flave  was  compelled 
to  fun  away  by  harih  treatment ;  and  another  who 
faw  the  punifhment,  that  the  whip  hud  made  incifions 
large  enough  for  the  finger  to  be  laid  in. 

The  flave  was  afterwards  fent  to  the  dungeon. 
This  he  thinks  the  fcvereft  chaftifemenc  he  oan  re- 
colieit. 

Corredion  with  the  whip  was  generally  on  theP*  340» 
back,  on  all  parts  of  which,  it  was  common  to  fee 
very  large  wheals  (the  remains  of  lafhes).     On  fud- 
den  provocation  believes  the    blows  to   be  on  the 
back;  in  formal  punifhments  on  the  breech. 

Does  not  remember  an  inllance  of  property  acquired' 
by  any  negro  flave,  beyond  that  of  Tom  Ferryman, 
the  mulatto  already  mentioned.  Believes  they  have . 
indulgencies,  but  to  what  extent  is  uncertain.  On 
further  recollefcion  remembers  another  flave,  of  the 
fame  Sir  Hanfon  Berney,  who  was  employed  to  carry 
the  rum  of  the  ellatc  to  market  and  fell  it,  and  to 
make  bargains  for  fmall  fupplies,  with  the  traders  in 
town  1  for  which  he  had  fome  indulgence  allowed 
him,  and  lived  comfortably  upon  itj  but  whether 
he  had  acquired  any  property  or  not,  the  witncfs  is 
uncertain.  This  man  he  believes  had  alfo  a  free 
woman  for  his  wife. 

Numb.  3  S  S^A\ 
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1790.       Speaks  only  to  what  he  knew;  and  does  not  fup- 

Part  Il.pofc  that  his  watit  of  a  more  cxtcnfive  knowledge  of 
'^nr^  the  fubjecV,  is  to  criminate  other  gentlemen,  maify  of 
whom  pofTcfled  principles  of  honour  and  humanity, 
though  he  could  not  fee  a  derail  of  their  eiiates. 

P.  341.  Cannot  however  think  himlclf  entitled  to  fay  what 
encouragement  was  generally  given  to  negroes  of  the 
above  dcfcrlption ;  or,  from  the  ftrntirr^nt  then  form- 
ed, and  ever  fince  poffeffcd  ffcrting  afideon  one  hand 
particular  inftances  of  great  fevciity,  and  on  the 
other  hand'  particular  inftances  of  great  humanity) 
that  treatment  altogether  humane  and  proper,  was 
the  lot  of  fuch  *as  he  had  either  obferved  or  heard  of* 
Has  repeatedly  feen  negroes,  at  the  negro-market, 
in  Bridge- Town,  on  Sundays,  feliing  fevcral  different 
articles  of  vegetables,  and  poultry,  fo.netimes  pig- 
meat-,  but  of  other  meat  but  little,  as  they  never  keep 
the  larger  cattle.  Goats  arc  much  difcouraged,  and 
the  pigs  neceflarily  confined,  left  they  ftiojld  injure 
the  canes.  Whatever  returns  the  negocs  obtain,  he 
believes  are  allowed  to  themfelves. 

He  reiides  between  his  two  livings  at  Middleham 
in  Yorkfhire,  and  Stony  Stanton  in  Leicefterfliire. 
One  farmer  of  Leicefterfhire  informed  him,  that  he 
gave  lol.  a  year  and  board  to  his  waggoner.  Ano- 
ther, that  he  gave  9I.  a  year  and  board  to  his  day- 

P.  342.  labourer.  In  Stony  Stanton  parilh,  a  day  labourer 
in  agriculture  had  6s.  per  week,  and  a  load  of  coals 
brought  17  miles  from  the  pits  free  of  expenfe.  In 
all  other  maters  he  found  himlelf,  except  in  harveft 
time,  when  he  was  allowed  provifions.  In  Yorkfliire 
he  believes  labour  is  rather  dearer.  About  Middle- 
ham  he  gave  I4d.  a  day  for  labour  in  the  garden, 
from  between  feven  and  eight  in  the  morning  to  five 
in  the  afternoon. 

In  I--eicefterfliirc  the  average  wages  of  labouring 
men  in  the  farming  bufinels,  who  find  themfelves, 
and  contraft  to  ferve  the  year  through,  he  under- 
ftands  is  6s.  per  week.     The  foo  1  of  fuch  he  cannot 

^        ipeciYy,  but  as  it  is  a  cheel'e  country,  fuppofes  that 
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cheefe  enters  largely  into  ihcir  diet,  with  wheaten  and  I79°- 
rye,  and  fomctimcs  barley    breait.     They  ufe   fomeParill. 
bur  not  much  oatmeal,  and  frclh  butcher's  meat  on  *-■>'"** 
Sundays,  of  which  they  commonly  make  broth}  alfo 
beans   in  fummer;  bread  with  hog's  lard  inftead  of 
butter-,  meal  fried  with  lard,  fliccd  apples,  and  fmall 
pieces  of  bacon,  if  they  have  any,    a;id    potatoes. 
This  is  a  general   deicripcion  of  the  fare  of  fucK 
labourer's. 

Befides  the  6s.  wages,  fuch  a  labourer  has  fome-P.  343. 
times  aids  from  his  wife's  fpinning,  knitting,  and 
other  work,  by  which  they  earn  from  jd  to  6d.  per 
day;  alfo  from  corn  gleanings,  which  are  fomctimes 
confiderable  i  befides  the  relief  which  he  obtains  dur- 
ing harveft,  in  more  fubllantial  living.  Some  of 
them  have  a  little  bit  of  garden  ground,  others  hire 
land  and  keep  a  cow,  or  have  the  priviledge  of  a 
common,  in  Stony  Stanton  the  bulk  ot  the  labouring 
inhabitants  are  employed  in  the  manufaifturingof  flock- 
ing. From  the  mtans  thus  ftaied  they  trenerally  are 
enabled  to  furnith  thcmltlvcs  and  familic<!,  with  ne- 
celTdry  food,  and  defray  the  expenfc  of  houfc  rent, 
clothing,  mcd  cal  affiilancc,  and  other  incidental 
charges.  He  inilances  a  widow  left  with  two  chil-P.  344, 
drcn,  who  never  had  fo  much  after  her  widowhood, 
and  yet  maintained,  and  brought  them  up  10  be  in- 
dulfrious  members  of  the  community,  and  parents 
of  fiimilies,  without  nflljiance  from  the  parifh  :  and 
another  day-labourer,  who  had  uinformly  lived  with 
ro:nlort,anJ  brought  up  an  uleful  family.  Several  other 
inllanc;s  are  adduced  to  Hiew,  th.tt  a  ibbcr  man  with 
an  induilrioiis  family,  is  capable  of  maintaining  them, 
as  a  day-'abnurer  only.  In  Yorkftiire  prizes  iiave 
been  given  away  to  fonie  fuch,  who  have  brought  up 
large  lamili-s,  wi;h  no  other  afliilance  than  their  own 
1  ibour.  In  the  initmcc  above  uientioned  of  the  wo- 
ir.an  and  childicn,  the  woman  Ipun  worltcd,  ana  af- 
li;red  the  witiicfs,  wlio  attendrd  her  v/hen  dying, 
t  ijt  in  order  tj  keep  her  f.iini.y  i'l-om  the  pariih,  ihe 
I'at  up  CO  fpin  through  the  whulc  of  two  or  three 
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1790.   nights  in  the  week.    In  the  other  inftance  of  thedtjr* 

Part  II.  labourer,  his  wife  was  dead  at  the  time  mentioned, 
^-nn^  but  he  brought  up  two  fons  in  the  flocking  trade, 
one  of  which  living  with  him  earns  9s.  per  week ; 
the  ciaughter  is  induftrious,  and  appears  very  decent. 
In  vifiting  :he  father  when  (ick,  ihe  was  fbmetimcs 
fpinning,  at  others  knitting,  or  nuriing  her  father. 

*  •  346»  So  far  as  he  obferved,  where  the  (laves  in  Barba- 
does  were  under  judicious  and  humane  mafters,  they 
were  well  fed,  clothed,  lodged,  taken  care  of  in  fick- 
nefs,  and  treated  with  moderation  and  lenity.  He 
confiders  liberty  as  the  firft  comfort  of  life,  as  well 
as  an  unalienable  right ;  that  the  want  of  it  lefTens 
the  comforts  of  life,  and  is  a  fource  of  continual  re- 
gret, by  cutting  off  the  hope  of  bettering  one's  con- 
dition, as  in  the  cafe  of  Tom  Ferryman,  before-men- 
tioned, &c.  To  fliew  that  this  is  not  mere  fpecula- 
tion*  he  could  give  inllances  in  England,  of  agricul- 
tural labourers,  rifing  into  fituations  that  enabled 
them  to  marry  with  a  fortune  of  ;f  500,  and  provide 
well  for,  and  educate  their  children,  at  grammar  and 
boarding  fchools. 

^*  347*  Does  not  believe,  that  negroes  are  not  fo  fufccp- 
tible  of  the  fentiment  of  liberty,  as  the  free  peafants 
in  England  :  for  the  feveral  rebellions  engaged  in  by 
the  negroes,  and  efpecially  the  2  great  rebellions, 
mentioned  by  Long,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  fuf. 
ficientiy  prove  the  contrary. 

He  conceives  diet  and  accommodations  of  the  la- 
bouring peafantry  here,  more  fubftantial  than  that 
of  the  negroes,  and  is  confirmed  in  that  opinion,  by 
the  large  fize,  health,  and  long  life,  ofmanyof  them 
in  Yorklhire,  particularly  at  Weft  Whitton,  where, 
out  of  about  500  inhabitants,  there  is  a  large  pro- 
portion of  peafantry,  anfwering  the  above  dcfcrip- 
tion  in  all  points ;  and  in  the  parifli  of  Bolton,  adjoin- 
ing, there  is  fcarcely  a  day  labourer,  who  does  not 
keep  a  cow.  Does  not  fay  this  reprefentation  holds 
univerfally,  but  thinks'it  unfair  in  forming  acompa- 
rifun,  between  the  negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and 

peafantry 
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peafantry  of  Britain,  to  take  a  part  of  the  one  which   179°- 
is  bcft  treated,  to  compare  with  the  whole  of  the  ^-^^'"^ 
latter,  among  which,, though  there  are  many  in  com- 
fortable circumftances,  yet  there  are  many  others 
extremely  diftrelFcd  for  the  fubfiftence  of  themfclves 
and  families.     But  if  he  was  to  judge  from  his  own  p.  248. 
obfervation  (fetting  afide  liberty  on  the  one  hand, 
and  cruelty  on  the  other)  he  fhoiild  prefer  the  con- 
dition of  a  peafantin  England,  believing  it,  if  even 
with  equal  labour,  to  be  much  preferable. 

Stated  allowance  of  food  to  negroes  in  Barbadoes, 
under  what  is  called  good  management,  was,  9  pints 
ofGuinea.or  Indiacorn,  and  i  pound,  ifor  ipound 
of  fait  filh,  or  from  4  to  6  herrings  per  week.  This 
was  the  fpecies  of  provifipn  in  moH  inftancesi  that 
fell  within  his  obfervation  throughout  the  year. 
There  was  fomeiimes  a  variation,  by  allowing  yams 
or  eddoes,  or  pidgeon  peas,  the  growth  of  the  ifland, 
in  lieu  of  the  corn  :  but  does  not  reco11e£b  that  oat- 
meal, meal  of  wheat,  or  rye,  were  ever  offered  as  a. 
fubftitutc :  nor  that  there  was  a  fufficient  growth  of 
caHada,  to  anfwcr  that  purpofc.  Bifcuit,  flour  and 
oatmeal,  have  been  allowed  in  (Icknefs,  and  particu- 
larly in  fluxes }  but  rarely  in  health.  On  fome 
cftates  the  weekly  allowance  was  equal  to  12  pints 
of  corn,  and  6  herrings,  to  field  negroes  ;  but  to  wo- 
men not  working  in  the  field,  and  children,  it  was 
much  fliorti  and  alfo  to  chofe  paft  labour.  Some 
humane  matters  have  continued  the  ufual  allowance 
to  negroes  pall  labour,  and  this  was  noted  as  very 
humane. 

The  ;ibove-mentioned  articles  of  food,  vary  in  the  P.  240, 
tlegree  of  nutrition  they  atford ;  Guinea  and  India 
corn  are  lefs  nutritious  than  wheat  or  barley.  When 
India  corn  happens  to  be  heated  in  the  hold  of  the 
fhip,  it  creates  dilbrders.  Eddoes  are  the  moft  nutri- 
tious and  wholefoine  article  of  footi  in  the  iflands  : 
yams  arc  Icfs  fo.  Potatoes  and  pidgeon  peas  are 
wholefome,  but  the  latter  have  a  very  thick  coat. 
Sahcd  heiriiigs,  with  other  (alt  filh,  often  (ufftt  ^f 
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1 790.  the  voyage,  and  are  oftci  in  a  broken,  unwholelbme 
Partll.ftace.  Salt  beef  and  poik  are  iVIdoni  given,  but 
^-'•v*^  when  other  provifions  fail,  or  as  a  great  indul- 
gence, in  fmall  quantities ;  lometimes  in  a  bad,  and 
Ibmetimcs  a  good  Hate,  as  they  happen  to  come  co 
marker.  He  never  knew  iheui  given  as  a  part  of 
the  dated  allowance. 

The  negroes  frequent  the  Sunday  markets  in 
Bridge  Town,  with  pidgeon  peas,  Guinea  corn,  cd- 
does,  potatoes,  and  whatever  other  native  provifions 
of  the  iQand  they  can  fpare,  which  they  fell,  or  com- 
mute for  other  fpecies  of  provifions.  The  huckfters 
often  give  them,  at  a  disadvantage  to  the  negroes, 
fmall  loaves  of  wheaten  bread  for  corn;  forinllance, 
a  fmall  half-penny  loaf  for  a  pint  of  Guinea  corn  5 
and  lometimes  they  fell  their  provifions  to  obtain 
rum,  and  other  matters,  which  they  think  nccelTiry 
to  their  convenfence.  This  exchange  is  often  made 
when  the  negro,  tired  of  his  labour,  has  not  time  or 
inclination,  to  grind  the  corn,  or  fetch  water,  and 
procure  fuel  to  boil  it  for  ufe. 
P»  354*  It  ftruck  him,  to  f|)eak  generally,  that  negro  mo- 
thers commonly  went  into  the  field  too  early  after 
their  delivery,  taking  their  children,  while  yet  very 
tinder,  with  them  ;  tP.at  the  milk  of  the  mother  be- 
came fcverilh  with  labour,  and  the  heat  of  the  fun 
too  powerful  for  the  child,  which  was  commonly  ex- 
pofed  in  a  balkct,  and  in  rainy  weather  unfnclrered. 
He  underllood  that  this  was  lo  generally  the  pravflice, 
that  fome  humane  gentlemen,  relideiit  in  Kn^zland 
many  years  fince,  gave  diredlions  to  their  ovcrlcers, 
to  obftrve  a  contrary  practice. 

He  never  heard  that  M'Mahon,  already  mention- 
ed,  ever  fuftered  any  other  ill  conlequenc;:  from  his 
fevcrity  to  his  negroes,  than  the  lois  confcquent 
thereon. 
*  •  355'  Ai^ain,  not  havinr^;  anv  rin:bt  to  their  children,  is 
a  t:ilv:iiiiirort  neceirarily  lefulting  from  the  contlitu- 
tion  of  huinan  nature  j  and  efpecially  as  thoic  child- 
ren, if  females,  may  beiubjcctcd  to  the,  brutal  lufts 

of 


W.  I  H  D  1  £  S.  K  I  C  O  t,  L  f.  14) 

of  their  fuperiors,  without  remedy  from  law.  "The  1790.  _ 
bfing  obliged  to  labour  at  the  will  of  another-,  thePart  II. 
being  unproccftcd  by  laws,  and  enduring  punilhment  **"w**J 
at  the  caprice  of  another,  are  certainly  inconvenien-P.  356, 
ties,  which  neceflartly  arifc  out  of  flavery  itfelf,  and 
prevent  a  fair  comparifon  being  made  between  a 
flave  and  a  free  man. 


Witnefs  examined, — Henrv  Ellison,  Gunner  of 
the  Rcfiftance  Man  of  War. 

He  thinks  his  firft  voyage  was  in  1759,  '^  Gam-P,  361, 
bia ;  wds  in  the-  flare  trade  till  about  177O)  was 
prefled  in   1771  ;  was  3  voyages  to  Gambia,   i  to 
Benin,  i  to  Old  Calabar,  2  to  New  Calabar,  and  i 
to  Iflc  de  Los. 

A  native,  called  captain  Lemma,  came  on  board 
rheir  fhip  to  receive  his  cuftoms  j  he  faw  a  canoe  in 
Ihore,  with  3  people  in  it  (an  old  man,  a  young  man, 
and  a  woman)  he  ordered  one  of  his  canoes  to  take 
this  ranoe,  which  they  did,  and  brought  the  people 
on  board,  and  Mr.  Wilfon's  chief  mate  bought  the 
young  man  and  woman,  the  other  being  too  ojd, 
was  refufed.  Lemma  ordered  the  old  man  into  the 
canoe,  his  head  was  chopped  off,  and  immediately  . 
thrown  overboard.  Lemma  had  many  war  canoes  » 
fome  had  6  or  8  fwivels;  he  brought  about  10  when 
he  received  his  ciiftoms  j  he  fcemcd  to  be  feared  by 
the  reft  of  the  natives.  Mr.  E.  did  not  fee  a  canocP.  362. 
ont  on  the  river  while  he  was  there,  except  this,  and 
if  they  had  known  he  had  been  out,  they  would  not 
have  come.  He  difcovered  by  figns,  that  the  old 
man  killed,  was  the  2  negroes  father,  and  that  they 
were  brought  there  by  force ;  could  not  conceive 
I  .emma  had  any  right  10  fell  them,  they  were  not  his 
ftibjefts.  I^inma  ftaid  about  10  days  near  thcirP,  363; 
fliip  i  he  was  on  board  every  day  to  get  his  cUfloms, 
and  eat  and  drink. 
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1790.       He  never  remembers  an^  Haves  brought  on  botrd 
Part  II.  with  marks  of  wounds.     Docs  not  remember  anjr 
^—v**'  other  tnftance  of  (laves  being  obtained  by  fraud  or 
force. 

He  has  known  many  boys  and  girls,  in  every  Ihip 
he  has  been  in,  without  parents  and  near  relations. 
He  fpcaks  the  Mandingoa,  and  has  often  converfcd 
with  Haves  that  fpoke  itj  who  all  laid  they  had  been 
fiolen  and  fold. 

He  has  often  known  flaves  brought  on  board  in 
the  night  in  the  Gambia;  fuppofes  they  were  afraid 
to  be  fcen  in  the  day ;  he  has  affiftcd  in  fetching 
P.  364.canoe  boys  on  board  in  the  night.  It  is  common, 
when  their  mafters  want  goods,  or  for  trifling  of- 
fences, ihefe  boys  are  brought  on  board.  We  fetch 
them  in  our  own  boats  from  their  mafters  houfes, 
when  afteep  in  the  night,  for  fear  they  fhould  efcape  ^ 
fuppofes  they  couU  not  know  they  were  to  be  fold, 
or  they  would  have  made  their  efcape  ;  he  has  known 
their  mafter  call  them  out  of  the  canoe  to  bring  him 
fomcthing,  and  wtien  on  board,  immediately  put  in 
irons. 

He  never  fiw  thefe  canoe-boys  ill  treated;  has 
fcen  them  eating  and  drinking  in  the  fame  houfc 
with  their  mafters,  and  fomctimcs  with  them. 

He  knew  2  flaves  taken  from  Furnandipo  while 
there,  by  the  Dobfon's  boat  of  Liverpool,  and  car- 
ried to  Old  Calabar,  wheic  the  ftiiplay.  He  went  for 
yams  a  few  days  after,  and  Bred,  as  a  fignal  to  the 
natives,  to  bring  them  •,  feeing  ibme  of  them  peep 
through  the  bulhes,  wondered  why  they  would  not 
come  to  the  boat ;  he  fwam  on  Ihore,  feme  came 
round  him  ;  an  old  man  made  figns  a  fliip's  boat  had 
ftole  a  man  and  woman  ;  he  was  foon  furrounded  by 
numbers,  who  prefented  darts  to  him,  fignifying, 
they  would  kill  him  if  the  man  and  woman  were  not 
brought  back.  The  people  in  the  boat  fired  fome 
P.  ^6s.fkot,  when  they  ail  ran  into  the  woods  ;  they  left  a 
goat  and  fome  yams,  which  they  put  into  the  boat, 
and  Aaid  to  fee  if  they  would  return,  but  they  did 

not. 
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not.     He  went  to  Calabar  and  told  his  captain  the/  1790. 
could  get  no  yams,  from  two  people  being  ftole;  Part  1 1, 
captain  Briggs  cold  the  captain  of  the  Dobfon,  there'u-%— J 
would  be  no  more  trade  if  he  did  not  deliver  up  the  '■ 
people,  which  he  did;  when  the  natives  faw  thcin^ 
they  loaded  the  boat  with  yams,  g')ats,  fowls,  honey 
and  palm  wine  }  they  would  take  nothing  for  them. 
They  had  the  man  and  woman  delivered  to  them, 
whom  they  carried  away  in  their  arms. 

The  Dobfon  did  not  ftay  above  eight,  ten,  orP.  3^5, 
twelve  days.    I'hat  was  the  laft  trip  htir  boat  was  to 
make  when  they  carried  06F  the  two  (laves. 

When  they  were  laying  at  Yanamaroo  in  Gambia, 
flaves  were  brought  down.  The  traders  raifed  the 
price.  Captains  would  not  give  it,  but  thought  to 
compel  them  by  firing  upon  the  town.  They  fired 
red  hot  fhot  from  the  (hip,  and  fet  fcveral  houfcs  on 
fire.     All  the  fliips,  fevcn  or  eight,  fired. 

They  often  took  children  and  relations  as  pawns 
for  goods.  They  carried  off  two  in  the  Briton, 
captain  Wilfon,  who  were  much  dcjefted.  All  thep.  366. 
flaves  he  faw  brought  on  board  were  very  much  de- 
jefted.  He  never  faw  the  women  otherwife  than 
modcft  and  decent. 

He  has  feen  both  men  and  women  work  in  the 
fields. 

He  has  feen  (laves  faint  away  in  (hips  from  heat 
and  (tench. 

They  were  always  much  crouded.  Had  two  tier 
of  people  on  one  deck.  One  on  platform.  They 
were  much  cruuded  in  the  Nightingale,  a  fmall 
fnow,  about  170  tons.  Purchafed  170  (laves.  Thirty 
boys  melTc-d  and  Hept  in  long-boat  all  the  Middle 
PdlFage,     No  room  below. 

The  Briton,  230  or   240  tons.     Much  crouded. p.  J67, 
Purchafed  3-5  flaves. 

Thinks  only  buried  6  or  7  in  the  Nightingale, 

were  remarkably  healthy.    They  buried  near  200  in 

the  Briton.     Laft  man  brought  on  board  had  the 

foiall-pox.      Doftor  told  Mr.  Wilfon  it  was  the 

Numb.  3.  T  ttnaW'^'i"!.* 
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■790.'frpaIl-pox,  who  wd'uld  not  believe  it,  but  faid  he 
PartlLwould  keep  him,  as  he  was  a  fine  man.  It  foon 
Vv^  broke  out  amongft  the  flaves.  He  has  fccn  the  plat- 
!  form  one  continued  fcab.  Hauled  up  8  or  10  flaves 
\  dead  of  a  morning.  The  flelh  and  fkin  peeled  off 
I  their  wrifts  when  taken  hold  of,  being  iniircly 
I  mortified. 

They  buried  in  the  Nightingale's  fecond  voyage 
about  150,  chiefly  of  fevers  and  flux.  They  had 
230  when  they  left  the  coaft. 
P.  368.  Men  flaves  generally  fettered  on  board  veficls  he 
failed  in,  being  two  and  two  fliacklcd  together. 
"When  brought  on  deck,  a  chain  is  reeved  through  a 
ring  on  the  (hackle  on  their  legs,  aiid  locked  abaft 
the  barricado.  They  arc  chained  on  both  fides  the 
deck.  They  are  made  dance  every  day  j  Ibmetimcs 
■are  willing  to  dance,  fometimes  compelled  by  the 
cat. 

Has  known  in  the  Middle  Paflage,  in  rains,  (laves 
confined  below  for  fome  time.  He  has  frequently 
feen  them  faint  through  heat,  the  (team  coming 
through  the  gratings  like  a  furnace.  Has  been 
obliged  to  get  on  deck,  left  they  would  die  in  the 
rooms. 

Never  faw  wind  fails  ufed  in  any  velTcl.  Never 
faw  flaves  treated  ill  in  any  (hips  but  the  Briton  and 
Nightingale. 

Has  known  Mr.  Wilfon  order  eight  or  ten  up  at 

a  time,  for  making  a  little  noifc  in  the  night,  tie 

them  up  to  the  booms,  flog  them  feverely  with  a 

wire  cat,  and  afterwards  clap  the  thumb-fcrcws  upon 

them,  leaving  them  in  thac  ftate  till  morning.     He 

has  lecn  their  thumbs  mortify,    fevers  cnfue,  and 

death. 

I      The  women  making  a  little  noife  over  head  while 

[  the  captain  was  dining,  he  came  out,  and  with  a 

■.  wire  cat  began  to  flog  away  among  them  :  6  jumped 

overboard,  5  of  which  were  drowned.     The  other 

he  ordered  to  be  ducked  at  the  crotchec-yard-arm  : 

'  flie 
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Ihc  was  led  up  and  down  a  dozen  times,  he  believes.  1790. 
She  died,  he  thinks,  next  day.  part  II. 

The  Nightingiile  was  lying  in  New  Calabar  river,  n^v-v/ 
when  the  (laves  rofc  on  board   the  Africa.     They  P.  369. 
were  quelled,  and  about  eight  or  ten  picked  out  as 
the  ringleaders,  for  punifhmcnt :  they  were  tied  to  a  I 
fpare  mafl;,  and  the  people  of  the  Africa,  with  the  \ 
boat's  crew  of  the  Nightingale,  took  fpell  and  fpell  ' 
at  flogging  them,  till  they  all  were  tired;  yet  they 
were  fo  ftubborn    they  never  cried  out.     Captain 
Carter  came  on  board,    and  ordered    fome  cooks 
tormentors  and  longs  to  be  made  red  hot,  and  with 
his  own  hands  burnt  their  bare  breech  in  a  moft 
dreadful  manner. 

Slaves  often  rcfyfe  their  viftuals;  when  they  do, 
they  are  flogged  till  they  eat. 

Women  are  whipped  or  beaten,  but  not  lb  very 
often  ab  men.  In  the  Nightingale,'  on  the  paflage, 
a  woman  difobligcd  the  fccond  mate  one  day,  who 
gave  her  a  cut  or  two  with  a  fmall  cat  he  had  in  his 
hand  :  (he  flew  at  him  with  great  rage,  but  he  pufhed 
her  from  him,  giving  her  three  or  four  finart  ftrokes 
with  the  cat.  Finding  Ihe  could  not  have  her  revenge 
of  him,  (he  fprung  two  or  three  feet  on  the  deck,  and 
dropped  down  dead.  Was  thrown  overboard  about 
half  an  hour  after,  and  torn  to  pieces  by  the  Ibarks. 

The  chief  mate  and  boatfwain  have  charge  of  the 
men ;  the  fecond  mate  and  gunner,  if  there  is  one,' 
of  the  women  ;  each  having  conllantly  a  cat  in  their 
hand. 

Slaves,  at  the  time  of  their  dancing,  always  HngK  370. 
to  fome  tune  or  other  in  their  own  way;  has  often  l 
heard  thein  fing  mournful  tunes  in  the  night.  I 

Bcfides  the  mllince  given  of  flaves  riling,  they 
atcempicd  It  in  the  Upton,  but  it  came  to  no  head, 
(a  few,  thjugh  wo;iieii,  had  got  out  of  irons). 

A:^  to  tlic  litujtiun  of  feanu-n  in  different  (hips  he 

has  been  in,  refpcittrng  food,  lodging,  and  general 

ifcdiinent : — -The  alluwance  was  fmall    in  all  the 

fliips,  efpccially  in  the  Middle  PafTtgCi  were  always 

T  2  «. 
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1790.1  at  allowance  outward  and  homeward.   In  the  Middle 
Pare  Itf.  Paflage,  were  obliged  to  fetch  a  gun-barrel  from  the 
«ii^-v^  top-mafl-head  when  they  wanted  to  drink,  and  to 
[  carry   it   back  without   permitting  another  to  ufc  it 
!  at  the  time :  has  often  been  drier  before  he  came 
■down  again,  than  when  he  firft  went  up;  but  durft 
I  not  bring  the  barrel  down  a  fccond  time  till  fome 
/  other  had  ufed  it :  the  fick  fo  long  as  they  were  able 
'  were  obliged  to  do  fo ;    remembers  one  who  had 
bad  ulcerated  legs,  when  he  had  got  half  way  up, 
the  main  Ihrouds,  was  fo  weak  he  could  get  no  fur- 
ther; he  and  another  went  and  helped  him  down 
again,  and  begged  of  the  dodor  to  give  him  a  little 
decoftion,  wh'ch  at  firft  he  rcfufcd,  hut  afterwards 
gave  him  a  fmall  pannikin  full.     The  man  died  in 
a'diy  or  two  after,  (p.  372.) 
r     Never  was  in  a  fhip  in  which  the  feamen  had  a 
jj  place  to  put  their  heads  in  below,  but  were  obliged 
to  lie  uppn  deck  in  all  weathers. 
P.  37^*     The  feamen  he  faw  worfe  ufed,  were  thofe  in  the 
Briton  and  in  the  Nightingale:    they   had  nothing 
clfe  but   bad  treatment  in  thofe  two  (hips  from  the 
firft  of  the  voyage  to  the  laft.  (p,  371.) 
^     On  board  the  Briton  was  a  boy  whom  Wilfon  the 
:  chief  mate  was  always  a  beating.  One  morning  in  the 
*  paflage  out,  he  had  not  got  the  tea-kettle  boiled  in 
'  time  tor  his  breakf.ift;  when  it  was  brought,  he  told 
;   him  he  would  feverely  flog  him  after  breakfaft ;  for 

P»  37^*^^^^^  ^^^  ^^y  ^^"^  '"^^  ^^^  1^^  ^^'"^  chains  :  when  W. 
I  came  from  the  cabin,  and  called  for  Paddy,  (the 
:  name  he  went  by,  being  an  irilh  boy)  he  would  not 
.'  come,  but  remained  in  the  fore  chains ;  on  which  W. 
:  went  forward,  and  attempted  to  haul  him  in;  when 
;    tlie  boy  Jumped  overboard,  and  was  drowned. 

Another  time,  on  the  middle  paflTage,  Wilfon  or- 
dered one  Jam.-s  Allifon,  (a  man  he  had  been  conti- 
nually beating  for  every  trifle)  to  go  into  the  wo- 
men's room  to  fcrapc  it ;  he  faid  he  was  not  able,  for 
he  was  very  unwell;  but  W.  obliged  him  to  go  down; 
he  did  not  howcv<;r  begin  to  fcrape;  which  W.  ob- 

ferving. 
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fcrving,  aflced  why  he  did  not  work,  and  was  anfwer-  i79°- 
ed  as  before,  that  he  was  not  able,  on  which  he  threw  Part  II. 
a  handfpike  at  him,  which  ftruck  him  in  the  breall,  *-">"*' 
and  he  dropt  down  to  appearance  dead;  he  recovered 
a  Ititte,  but  died  next  day. 

In  the  Nightingale,  on  the  paff^e,  the  gunner  was 
on  the  barricado  wich  a  mulket,  as  a  centry,  while 
the  Oaves  were  going  down  i  happening  to  look  aft» 
he  was  aDced  by  captain  why  he  did  not  look  for-  * 
ward  at  the  (laves,  faid,  "  That  he  could  willingly 
turn  the  mulkct,  and  blow  his  brains  out:"  but  iid 
not  think  the  captain  heard  him.  When  the  flaves 
were  down,  the  captain  cauled  him  to  be  tied  up,  and 
flogged  very  fcverely.  He  died  in  two  or  three  days 
after.  : 

As  to  the  Teamen  leaving  their  (hips,  on  the  coaft.  j 
of  Africa  ;  the  boatfwain  and  five  of  the  crew  of  the 
Phoenix  of  Briftol,  Cap.  Bifliop,  made  their  cfcape  in 
the  yawl,  but  were  taken  up  by  the  natives.     When  | 
the  captain  heard  it,  he  ordered  them  to  be  kept  a-  j 
ftiore,  at  Forge,  a  fmail  town  at  the  mouth  of  Cala-  ' 
bar  river,  chained  by  the  necks,  legs,  and  hands,  and 
to  have  each  a  plantain  a  day  only.     The  boatfwain>P>  37^ 
who  had  been  a  Ihip-mate  of  the  witncfs's,  and  a  ve- 
ry good  feaman,  died  raving  mad  in  his  chains;  the 
other  6ve  alio  died  in  their  chains. 

As  to  the  the  motives  which  induce  feamen  to  en* 
ter  on  board  Guinea  fhips,  believes  they  are  compel- 
led by  want  j  by  getting  in  debt  10  their  landlords, 
when  they  muft  go  on  board  a  Guineaman,or  to  gaol, 
(p.  375.5.  Landlords  are  furc  of  getting  paid  by  the 
advance-money  the  failor  has  to  receive  on  entering 
into  the  Guinea  tmplo^',  if«no  other  way.  (p.  377.) 

As  to  his  opinion,  which  is  mod  advantageous  to 
the  country,  to  become  a  failor  or  go  to  gaol — to  be- 
come a  failor,  he  Ihould  fuppofe.  tp.  377. 

Has  been  in  many  W.  Indi^iflands,  Barbadoesand 
Jamaica  in  particular-,  wlicrc  he  has  often  Iccn  Gui- 
nea Tailors  lying  on  the  wharfs,  aiui  under  the  cranes 
almolt  at  the  point  of  dcath^  with  lar^e  ulcers  u^nn 
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1790.  their  legs  and  feet,  and  in  a  ftarving  (lac^ :  and  he 

part  ILhas  often  carried  them  provifions  from  his  (hip.  Has 

^^T"^  alfo  feen  die  negroes  carrying  them  when  dead  to 

Spring  Path,  and  burying  them.     Believes  they  had, 

all  whom  he  faw,  left  their  (hips  from  bad  ufage, 

without    wages.     It  is  commonly  the  cafe.     Many 

told  him  they  got  no  pay,  but  were  glad  to  get  a{hore^ 

He  knew  them  to  have  belonged  to  Guineamen,  be- 

P#  373.caufe  he  knew,  and  had  failed  with  ibme  of  them,  and 

others  told  him  fo.  Never  faw  any  belonging  to  other 

ihips  than  Guineamen  in  that  Hate. 

Was  almoft  daily  on  (hore,  for  eighteen  months, 
at  Kingfton,  where  he  has  feen  fix  or  feven  (lavet 
whipped  of  a  morning,  by  a  man  they  called  Johnny 
Jumper;  their  backs  much  cut,  and  the  blood  run- 
;  ning  down.  Saw  alfo  a  woman  at  Dominica  hung 
lip  by  the  wrifts,  on  a  ftage  (erefted  to  puni(h  ne* 
groes  on)  her  feet  two  feet  from  the  ftage^  and  thus 
feverely  flogged  with  a  cow-fkin,  by  her  miftrefs's 
order,  it  was  faid,  for  running  away. 

As  to  appearance  of  field  and  town-flaves,  the 
laft  are  always  better  dreffed,  and  look  better;  the 
other  look  very  poor  and  were  always  badly  clothed  : 
much  marked  with  the  whip. 

They  often  bring  down  fugar  and  rum  from  the 
country  to  be  (hipped  ;  when  aboard  they  would  beg 
and  pray  for  a  bit  of  bifcnit  and  beef,  which  they 
are  very  thankful  for,  (p.  374). 

On  Sundays  they  generally  bring  fome  little  trifle 
or  other  from  the  country  to  fell,  fuch  as  oranges, 
plancanes,  &c.  to  the  value  of  half  a  bit,  a  bit,  or 
two  bits  each;  does  not  remember  ever  feeing  them 
have  any  pigs  or  kids  tojell.  As  to  their  being  fo 
well  prote<5tcd  by  laws,  as  to  be  able  to  fell  thefe  ar- 
ticles unmolcfted  and  for  their  own  ufe  5  does  not 
thmk  there  is  any  law  for  them  ;  has  fccn  their  things 
taken  by  the  failors  and  then  beat  for  a(king  their 
money  -,  they  would  run  crying  through  the  (Ircer, 
and  even  follow  tl\cm  down  to  the  boats,  but  they  got 
neither  the  things  nor  their  money  (p.  375). 

Has 
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I  Has  been  many  voyages  to  Virginia  and  Mary-  1790. 
jland,  and  has  often  gone  through  the  tobacco  plan- Part  IL 
{ tations  while  the  flaves  were  ac  woik.  »—»*** 

Looked  much  better  than  thofe  in  the  W.  Indies  iP*  374* 
■  were  much  better  clothed,  and  not  fo  hard  worked, 
I  having  fcldom  fcen  a  driver  over  them  with  his  whip  1 
]  they  generally  work  by  themfclvesi  has  I'ecn  them 
iat  their  victuals  often,  in  their  houfcs,  and  they 
■feemcd  to  have  plenty. 

Has  fcen  the  flaves  on  board  when  fold  in  the  W  P.  375, 
Indies,  very  much  diftrelTed  at  the  profpect  of  fepa- 
ration. 

Was  fifteen  or  fixteen  years  old  when  he  went  firft 
to  Africa;  his  Brit  voyages  were  to  Gambia,  Talked 
the  Mundingo  tongue  pretty  well ;  underllood  buc 
little  of  the  other  negro  languages;  does  not  recoU 
left  how  old  he  was  when  told  by  the  flaves  that  they 
were  all  ftolen,  but  they  commonly  told  him  (o  in 
every  voyage  he  has  been,  in  the  heft  manner  they 
could  make  themfelves  underftood.  His  higheftP.  37^ 
birth  on  board  a  Guineaman  was  that  of  gunner. 

Has  been  in  the  king's  fervice  fince  1771  ^  firft 
ftation  there,  quarter  gunner:  has  been  gunner  in 
the  Rcfirtance  fincc  June  1784  (p.  377.) 

The  canoes  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  are  rowed  by 
flaves.  Mafters  often  fell  their  canoe  boys.  Sucti 
canoe  boys  as  have  been  fold,  he  believed  to  have 
been  flaves  to  thofe  who  fold  them.  Captain  Lemmi", 
lived  a  good  way  up  Benin  River ;  the  people  whom  \ 
he  feized  in  the  canoes,  lived  at  a  little  filhing  town 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  fubjcft  he  believes  to  the  ' 
to  the  king  of  Benin;  he  was  very  much  feared  by 
the  natives  of  that  part :  cannot  fay  whether  he  wai 
at  war  with  the  king  of  Benin  from  his  taking  away 
his  fubjcds. 

Lemma  was   generally  confidered    as   a    pirate, 

(P-  377)' 

The  natives  know  very  well,  that  if  pawns  are 
not  redeemed  before  the  ihip  fails,  they  will  be  car- 
jicd  off. 
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Wicnefs  examined — John  Marshall. 

P»  377-  Has  made  about  19  vovages,  chiefly  to  the  Gold 
Coaft.  Never  knew  Africans  go  to  war,  to  procure 
flaves  to  the  ftiips.  On  the  contrary,  when  wan 
have  happened,  it  has  been  of  the  ucmoll  prejudice 
to  the  (hipping. 

•P.  378,  Was  at  Annamaboe,  when  the  king  of  Afliantee 
made  war  againll  the  Fantees,  which  fo  totally  dope 
the  trade,  that  he  lay  fixtcen  months  there,  before 
he  was  fully  flaved.  The  Alhantccs  failed  of  con- 
quering the  Fantee  country.  The  Fantees,  on  the 
contrary,  took  many  Alhantces  prifonersj  moil  of 
whom  would  have  been  fold,  and  fome  put  to  death, 
but  for  Mr.  Brew,  who  propofcd  to  the  king  of  A- 
(hantee  the  rc-derrxptibn  of  thofe  prifoners,  which  he 
gladly  acceded  to.  Thinks  kidnapping  impoflible. 
Is  certain  the  governors  of  forts  could  not  with  im- 
punity fcize  and  fell  the  natives;  they  are  them- 
fclves  too  much  in  their  power  to  attempt  it :  never 
knew  governors  give  any  fuch  orders.  Knows  it  is 
impradicable. 

p^  2^Q,  Has  been  frequently  at  Cape  la  Hou ;  never 
knew  or  heard  of  natives  carried  from  thence  frau- 
dulently. Natives  come  on  board  as  freely  as  a 
boat  would  board  a  fhip  in  the  Thames. 

On  the  Gold  Coaft  the  cultivation  is  very  tri- 
fling :  that  for  corn  (which  is  very  rude)  is  fuch, 
that  there  is  no  certainty  of  fupply  there;  in  the 
Bight  of  Guinea,  at  Bonny,  the  only  cultivation  he 
knew  was  of  yams.  Is  certain,  that  in  Africa  they 
know  nothing  of  the  ma  uilafture  of  indigo,  for 
both  indigo  and  blue  are  carried  from  Europe,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  forts  :  and  you  can- 
not plcafe  a  female  betier  than  by  giving  her  a  lit- 
tle of  either,  with  which  they  paint  themfelvcs. 

Never  failed  in  the  night  from  Africa ;  it  is  the 
cuftom  to  fail  in  the  morning,  to  have  the  land- 
winds  : 
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winds:  from  Baaaj  it  is  impoflible  to  fail  in  the  tyg-^. 
night,  the  rirer  i$  too  dangerous.  Part  II. 

^He  is  not  at  prcfent  concerned  in    the  African  v..^r— •    ' 
trade}  either  as  captain  or  merchant. 

He  cook  on  board  the  Elizabethi  one  of  the  fhipS-p.  380. 
which  he  commanded,    546njvcs;  was  peculiarly', 
unfortunate  in  the  lofs  of  flaves  and  crew  s  had  aC  ; 
one  period  fmall-pox,  meafles,    Bux  and  fever  on  f 
board;  whereby  he  loft  158  flaves  i  a  greater  lofs  j 
than  in  any  6  of  his  voyages  together,     l^ft  alfi>  22P.  j8i. 
out  of  52  feamcn  ;  45  of  which  Englifh,  and  7  Spa- 
niards.    The  latter  lofs  was  chiefly  owing  to  intern-  ' 
perancej  they  were  not  to  be  controulcd. 

Is  confident  the  king  of  Afliaritee's  motives  for 
war  upon  the  Fantees,  was  to  conquer  their  coun- 
try, as  he  has  often  heaid  from  the  king's  brother 
and  nephew,  who  were  hoftages  with  Mr.  Brtw; 
could  not  fuppofe  he  had  any  view  to  (laves  m  making 
war  on  the  Fantces,  having  no  means  of  conveying 
them  to  the  fea  but  through  their  country. 

Slaves  fold  to  the  Europeans,  come  under  the  fol- 
lowing defcription ;  fome  are  born  flaves,  a  few  taken 
in  war,  others  forfeit  their  liberty  by  crimes,  and 
many  fold  for  witchcraft  j  by  fuch  means  flaves  are 
obtained  in  general,  at  leaft,  the  natives  fay  fo,  fir 
in  his  various  voyages  he  has  often  converfcd  withP.  381. 
them  on  the  fubjcd.     Of  the  flaves  bought  on  theV 
Gold  Coaft,  one   third   may  be  inhabitants  of  the/ 
coaft,  the  reft  are  Albantecs  and  Duncocs,  who  both  [ 
Jpeak  the  Fantee  language. 

Believes,  the  pcrfons  fold  forwitchcrafr,  undergo 
a  previous  trial,  though  It  is  lecrcted  from  the  Eu- 
ropeans. 

In  his  voyages  in  the  Alfred,  he  had  very  few 
boys  and  girls:  in  purchafing  flaves  they  generally 
go  by  height,  and  he  made  a  point  (it  was  indeed 
his  orders)  not  to  buy  any  under  4  feet  4  inches: 
on  his  laft  voyage  he  was  allowed  to  buy  them  as  low 
as  4  feet :  fuppofes  he  might  have  had  from  40  to 
60  of  that  defcription. 

Numb.  3.  U  N4^^«<t 
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1790.  Where  our  fcttlemenrs  or' forts  are,  they  arc  tole- 
Part  11.  rably  civilized,  from  their  intcrcourfe  with  the  Eu- 
**-v->j  ropeans,  at  other  towns  they  are  not  fo  much  ib. 
Their  natural  abilicies  he  chinks  much  inferior  to  the 
people  of  other  countriesj  and  believes  they  know 
nothing  of  morality. 
^'  383.  Having  faid  that  kidnapping  by  the  natives  is  im- 
poffiblc:  his  reafon  for  it  is,  becaufe  it  could  not  be 
done  fircrctly,  nor  with  impunity.  It  mufl:  be  found 
out,  cither  in  conveying  them  to  the  water  fide  to  be 
(hipped,  or  certainly  after  they  were  put  on  board; 
from  the  free  intcrcourfe  the  traders  have  with  the 
fhips,  it  is  impo(Tiblc  for  a  perfon  fo  taken  to  be 
concealed  long:  he  fpeaks  here  pofitively,  as  he  ne- 
ver knew  an  inftancc  of  the  kind.  And  fhould  fuch 
a  thing  be  done  by  the  firft  perfon  in  the  country, 
redituiion,  in  his  opinion,  is  the  leaft  punilhmenc 
which  would  follow  ;  docs  not  believe  perfons  are 
ever  unjullly  accufcd  with  a  view  to  be  fold. 

Believes  that  Haves  are  fometimcs  fold  by  their 

owners  through  the  nccefTities  of  the  owner.     That 

P.  384.  they  have  a  riglit  to  do  fo,  he  apprehends,  becaufe 

he  has  known  it  publickly  done.     One  of  the  traders 

with  his  ihip,  fold  him  two  of  his  houftiold  flavcs. 

The  crimes  which  fubjcdl:  convicts  to  be  fold,  he 
believes,  are  principally,  theft,  incontinence,  and 
others  perhaps,  which  he  cannot  fpeak  to. 

He  was  never  faather  than  three  miles  up  the 
country  on  the  Gold  Coaft. 

Inhabitants  did  not  appear  to  decreafe  in  number; 
that  this  fhould  be  the  cafe,  notwithftanding  the 
large  drains  continually  made  by  the  European  tra- 
ders, he  can  account  for  no  other  way  than  by  the 
prevalence  of  polygamy. 

Believes  the  treatmciiEof  fcamen  in  the  flave  trade 
to  be  as  in  other  voyages :  as  there  are  men  of  dif- 
ferent difpofitions  in  the  African  trade,  as  well  as 
others,  their  treatment  will  vary  accordingly. 

Having  faid,  "  That  they  know  nothing  about 
"  the  manufaflure  of  indigo  in  Africa,"  he  referred 
particularly  to  i\ic  GoVd  toift. 

Has 
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Has  purchafcd  rice  on  the  Windward  Coaft,  and  lyqo, 
corn  on  the  Gold  Coafti  but  the  fupply  ;!i  eitherPart  II. 
place  was  fb  uncertain,  that  he  never  depended  much  <.— ,r««i 
upon  it,  but  generally  carried  moft  of  his  provifionsP.  3S5. 
from  England. 

Believes,  Europeans  never  inquire  the  right  per- 
fons  have  to  difpofe  of  Haves »  as  it  is  taken  for 
granted  they  have  the  right. 


Mr.  George  Millar,  Gunner  of  His  Majefty's 
Ship  Pegale. 

Has  been  in  Africa;  his  laft  voy^  to  Old  Cala-P.  385. 
bar  in  1767,  in  the  fhip  Canterbury,  Capt.  Parke. 

Says,  a  quarrel  happened  between  the  people  of 
Old  and  New  Town,  which  prevented  the  (hips  lying 
in  Calabar  River  from  being  (laved.  Believes  in 
June  1767,  Capt.  Parke  came  one  evening  to  witnefs, 
and  told  him  that  the  two  towns  fo  quarrelling  would 
meet  on  board  the  different  Ihips,  and  ordered  him  to 
hand  up  fome  fwords. 

Next  day  feveral  canoes,  as  Parke  had  before  ad- 
vcrtifed  him,  came  from  both  of  the  towns  on  board 
the  Canterbury,  witnefs's  own  (hip,  and  one  of  the 
perfons  fo  coming  on  board,  brought  a  letter,  which 
he  gave  Parke,  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  which 
he,  P.  took  a  hanger,  and  attacked  one  of  the  Old 
Town  people  then  on  board,  cu'ting  him  immedi- 
ately on  the  head,  arms,  &c.  The  man  flvd,  ran 
down  the  fteps  leading  to  the  cabin,  and  P.  Hill  fol- 
lowing him  with  the  hanger,  darted  into  the  boys 
room.  Witnefs  is  fure  this  circunillance  can  never 
be  effaced  from  his  memory.  From  this  room  heP.  3S6, 
was,  however,  brought  up  by  means  of  a  rope,  wh-.-n 
P.  renewed  his  attack  as  before  on  ilic  man,  who, 
making  for  the  entering  port,  leaped  overboard. 

This  being  concUided,  P.  leit  his  own  diip  to  go 
on  board  fome  of  the  other  ihips  lUen  l>ing  in  me 
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%  90.  river.  Soon  after  he  was  gone,  a  boy  bdongtng  to 
i  ...t  I  .witncTs's  fliip,  c-me  and  inrormcd  w/imcrs,  that  he 
'— vo  had  d.fcnvcrcd  a  m.in  concealed  behind  the  medicine 
chcll.  \S'i[nd~s  went  and  found  the  man.  He  was 
the  perfon  betore  mentioned  to  have  brot)gbl  a  Jetter 
on  board.  On  being  difcovered  by  witnefe  he  begged 
for  mercy,  intreaiing  that  he  might  not  be  deliwed 
up  to  [he  peopte  of  New  Town.  He  was  braoght 
on  the  quarter  deck,  where  were  fome  of  the  New 
Town  people,  who  would  have  killed  him  had  they 
not  been  prevented.  The  man  was  then  ironed  and 
condufted  into  the  room  of  the  men  flavcs. 

Soon  after  the  captain  returned,  and  brought  with 
him  a  New  Town  trader,  named  Willy  Honelly.  On 
coming  on  board  he  was  informed  of  what  had  hap- 
pened in  his  ablence ;  believes,  in  the  hearing  of 
Willy  Honefty,  who  immediately  exclaimed,  "  Cap- 
*•  tain,  if  you  will  give  me  that  man  to  cut  cutty 
«'  head,  I  will  give  you  the  bcft  man  in  my  canoe, 
"  and  you  fhall  be  flaved  the  firft  Ihip."  The  cap- 
tain upon  this  looked  into  Willy  Honefty's  canoe, 
picked  his  man,  and  delivered  the  other  in  his  ftead, 
when  his  head  was  immediately  ftruck  off  in  wit- 
nefs's  fight. 

Believes  fome  other  cruelties  liefides  this  particular 
aA  was  done,  becaufe  he  faw  blood  on  the  ftarbozrd 
fide  of  the  mizen  maft,  though  he  does  not  recolteft 
feeing  any  bodies  from  whence  the  blood  might  come; 
and  others  in  the  other  Ihips,  becaufe  he  heard  le< 
verai  mufkcts  or  piftols  fired  from  them  at  the  fame 
lime.  This  affair  might  laft  ten  minutes.  Remem- 
bers a  four  pounder  fired  at  a  canoe,  but  knows  not 
if  any  damage  was  done. 
P.  387.  In  the  voyage  a  fickly  fiave  got  through  the  ne- 
ceffary,  and  in  fwimming  bore  herfelf  higher  upon 
the  water  than  he  had  ever  fccn  any  perfon;  the  cir- 
cumflance  being  told  the  captain,  he  faid,  "  Damn 
*'  her,  let  her  go,  (he  is  not  worth  picking  up,"  or 
fomething  to  that  purpufe. 

Recolleas 
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RecoIIeds  a  woman  (lave  being  brought  on  board,  1790* 
who  refufed  any  fuftenance,  neicher  would  (he  fpcak ;  Part  II. 
Jhe  was  then  ordered  the  thumb-fcrews,  and  fufpended  (..^"n^ 
in  [he  mizen  rigging,  and  every  attempt  made  with 
the  cat  and  thofe  inllruments  they  have  generally  on 
board ;  but  all  lo  no  purpofe.    She  died  three  or  four 
days  afterwards.     He  was  told  by  fome  of  the  women 
flaves,  that  fhc  faid  the  night  betore  fhe  died,  (he 
was  going  to  her  friends.  p.  33}, 

The  death  of  i8o  in*  the  voyage  above  mentioned 
was  moftly  by  the  flux,  brought  on  he  believes  by 
their  being  fo  much  crowded  in  the  fliip :  he  had 
himfelf  the  care  of  the  men  flaves,  and  when  Itowed, 
there  was  not  room  to  put  down  the  point  of  a  ftick. 
The  {hip  might  be  between  500  and  600  tons.  The 
apartments  tor  the  flaves  were  very  difagreeable,  ic 
could  not  be  otherwife,  being  fo  much  crowded  j  but 
they  were  kept  as  clean  as  poflible.  The  men  were 
generally  fettered.  The  flaves  appeared  generally 
dejeflcd  when  brought  on  board. 

They  were  frequently  made  to  dance,  or  jump  up 
and  down  in  their  irons ;  if  unwilling,  they  were  fre- 
quently compelled  to  do  it  by  (he  cat. 

RccolIc6ts  no  inftances  of  frauds  praAiled  on  the 
natives. 

1  he  feamen,  in  the  African  fliips  in  which  he  P.  3891 
iailed,  were  very  well  treated. 
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"Witnefs  Examined,-^Rl chard  Storet. 

Mr.  Richard  Storev,  lieutanant  rn  the  Royal  Navy,p,  j^ 
having  b«n  from  1766  to  1770,  on  every  part  of  the 
coafl:  from  ^.  Leone  to  the  river  Sabon>  declares. 
That  flavcs  arc  generally  obtained  by  merauding  par- 
ties, from  one  vilUgc  to  another  in  the  night.  He 
has  airo  known  canoes  come  from'  a  diftancc  and  carry 
oiF  numbers  in  the  night,  p^  . 

In  1769,  Captain  Paterfon,  of  a  Liverpool  (hip.i 
lying  off  Brillol  Town,  iVt  two  villages  at  variance,  I         , 
and    bought  prifoners,  (near   a    dozen)  from  both! 
fides.     While  refident  at  Briftol  Town,  on  the  W.' 
Coaft,  for  three  months,  he  was  in  many  villages,  but 
did  not  hear  of  any  pclons  being  carried  off;  on  other 
parts  of  ihe  coaft  he  has. 

Has  gone  into  the  interiour  country  between  theP.  5, 
Baflau  and  the  river  '^elters;  and  all  the  nations  there 
go  armed  from  the  ftar  isf  merauding  ^mw^-,  vWxt 
Numb,  4.  A  '«««. 
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1791.   were  no  wild  beads  to  alarm  them;  and  the  people 

i^v^/  there  have  informed  him,  that  they  have  obtained 
their  flaves  by  war ;  thefe  merauding  parties  are  con- 
fidered  by  them  as  war. 

He  was  twice  in  danger  from  thefe  parties  him- 
felf.  In  1767  he  was  put  into  a  trading  long-boat 
of  the  (hip ;  about  this  time  a  merauding  party  from 
Grand  Seders  had  come  in  canoes  and  attacked 
Grand  Cora   in  the   night,    and    taken  off    12   or 

Vm  6.  14  of  the  inhabitants ;  foon  after  which,  having  in 
his  boat  a  native  of  Grand  Seders,  the  people  of 
Grand  Cora  came  to  the  boat  in  the  river  Seders, 
and  told  the  mate  they  had  a  flave  to  fell,  on  which 
he  went  adiore  with  them,  leaving  only  Mr.  Storey, 
a  boy,  and  the  black  man  in  the  boat.  In  about 
four  hours  after,  a  canoe  came  on  board  the  boat^ 
with  the  four  men  that  the  mate  had  gone  with,  fay- 
ing, the  mate  was  in  another  canoe  in  light;  and 
taking  him  oflf  his  guard,  two  of  them  leized  him, 
while  the  other  two  got  the  black  man  overboard, 
Mr.  Storey  freed  himfelf,  and  drove  the  two  men 
overboard:  the  mate  lay  all  this  time  on  diore 
tied  neck  and  heels,  which  confinement  was  occa- 
fioned  by  his  refuiing  either  to  give  up  the  native 
of  Grand  Seders,  or  pay  them  the  price  of  a  flave  in 
goods.  This  black  man  had  before  told  of  this  ex- 
pedition of  his  countrymen  againd  Grand  Cora,  and 

P.  7«  often  declared  himfelf  afraid  to  go  on  fliore  for  that 
reafon  ;  he  never  gave  it  to  be  underdood  that  there 
was  a  war  at  the  time  between  Grand  Seders  and 
Grand  Cora  ;  the  only  reafon  he  afligned  for  the  ez« 
edition  was,  that  his  own  countrymen  were  poor. 
it  was  impoflible  that  there  could  be  any  exiting 
wars  between  thefe  two  people,  as  they  are  20  leagues 
afunder;  and  thofe  of  Grand  Cora,  not  having  canoes 
to  carry  more  than  two  or  three  men,  never  go  to 
iea  but  to  dfli :  the  canoes  of  Grand  Seders  carry 
12  or  14  men,  and  with  thefe  go  merauding  among 
their  neighbours.  He  has  (ccn  them  at  fca  out  of 
figbt  of  land  in  the  day,  and  taking  the  opportunity 
or  night  to  land  where  they  pleaied. 
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It  is  his  opinion  that  the  natives  arc  often  fraodu-  1751. 
lently  caried  off  by  the  Europeans :  he  has  been  told  t./-y-^ 
by  them,  that  they  have  lo(l  their  friends  at  different 
times,  and  fuppofed  them  taken  by  European  Ihips 
going  along  the  coaft.  He  has  himfelf  taken  up  ca- 
noes, which  were  challenged  by  the  natives,  who  fup- 
pofed the  men  in  them  had  been  taken  off  the  day 
before  by  a  Dutchman. 

That  the  natives  retaliate  fuch  injuries  is  proved  4 
from  the  following  fadts  :  When  lying  to  an  anchor  1 
in  his  boat  between  the  river  Sellers  and  Settra  Crue,  « 
a  Dutch  ftiip  running  down  the  coaft  fent  her  long-  .' 
boat  to  where  he  was,  to  buy  vegetables,  &c.  When  i 
come  to  an  anchor,  a  number  of  canoes  came  aboutR  8. 
the  two  boats,  and  one  of  the  head  men  of  the  place  i 
wifhed  him  to  go  away,  as  they  waited  to  take  the  / 
Dutch  boat  and  kill  the  crew.  As  a  reafon,  they  \ 
told  him  that  a  Dutch  ihip  fome  days  before  had 
taken  four  men  belonging  to  the  place. 

Afterwards,  in  1768,  being  driven  by  contrary; 
winds,  in  a  coafting  Ihip  in  which  he  was  a  paflcngcr' 
into  the  river  Angra,  as  there  appeared  a  profpe£t  of 
trade,  they  ftaid  tnere.  The  fecond  day,  two  canoes 
with  12  or  14  men  each  came  on  board  with  two  men 
bound,  to  fell.  Having  agreed  for  one  of  them  he 
went  down  for  irons  to  put  him  into  j  but  in  coming  , 
up  again  was  (eizcd>  with  the  mafter  of  the  boat  and  : 
another  white  man,  whofe  throats  were  immediaccly 
cut.  He  got  clear  of  thofc  who  fetzed  him,  but 
could  not  get  upon  deck.  Half  an  hour  after,  be- 
ing covered  with  wounds,  and  weak  with  the  lofs  of  | 
blood,  he  propofed  to  give  up  both  boat  and  cargo  if  | 
fuffered  to  go  to  Gaboon,  to  which  they  agreed,  andj 
then  helping  him  up  on  deck  they  ftripped  him.; 
naked,  put  him  into  a  canoe,  and  took  him  on  fhore 
to  their  town.  The  reafon  they  gave  for  this  was,- 
that  a  Ihip  from  Liverpool  (name  forgotten,  the. 
captain's  name  Lambert)  had  lomc  time  before  taken^ 
a  canoe  full  of  their  townfmen  and  carried  her  away. 
He  heard  the  fame  thing  afterwards  at  Gaboon, 

A  2  Hit 
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1791.       He  has  been  at  Old  Calabar,  where  flaves  are 

w«-v«i*i  brought  down  the  river  in  war  canoes,  carryii^  up- 
wards of  50  men  armed,  and  a  three  01  four  pounder 
in  the  bow. 

F.  9*  Captain  Jeremiah  Smith,  in  the  London,  in  1766, 
having  a  difpute  with  the  natives  of  Newtown  Old 
Calabar  concerning  the  ftated  price  which  he  was  to 
give  for  flaves,  for  feverai  days  ftopped  every  canoe 
coming  down  the  creek  from  Newtown,  and  alio 
fired  feverai  guns  indifcriminately  over  the  woods 
into  the  town  till  he  brought  them  to  his  own  terms. 
He  looks  upon  the  natives  of  the  Windward  Coaft 
to  be  in  general  a  hofpitable  friendly  people,  always 
willing  to  fell  what  they  have,  and  alfo  to  give  the  beft 
provifions  the  country  affords.  The  men  in  general 
are  very  a&ive  and  induftrious,  and  chiefly  employed 
in  filhing,  and  trade  with  the  Europeans  *,  the  wo-^ 
men  chiefly  in  cultivating  rice  and  other  vegetables. 
Old  men  alfo  taken  by  merauding  parties,  and  not 
faleable,  they  are  put  into  their  plantations;  and  to 
this  emplo  ment  he  believes  that  Haves  refufed  by 
the  Europeans  as  too  old  for  fervice  are  commonly 
deftined,  having  feen  many  fuch  at  this  work. 

On  the  Rice  Coaft,  great  quanities  of  rice  are  fold 
to  the  Europeans,  the  natives  in  parties  of  eight  or 
ten  bring  it  from  the  interiour  country,  three  or  four 

Pf  ID.  days  journey  -,  he  has  known  them  take  back  fait 
and  other  European  goods  in  return,  and  has  every 
reafon  to  believe,  that  if  there  was  nobody  to  pur- 
chaie  flaves,  they  would  turn  themfelves  to  cultivate 
tlicir  ground,  and  raife  rice,  &c.  to  purchafe  Eu- 
ropean goods.  The  quality  of  African  rice  is  far 
fuperiouf  to  that  of  Carolina,  bearing  one-fourth 
more  water. 

The  natives  carry  on  their  heads  from  40  to  60 lb; 
has  heard  from  them  they  go  more  than  a  month's 
journey  inland  with  various  articles  from  the  coaft, 
and  has  feen  parties  of  nK)rc  than  20  together  men 
and  women  employed  m  carrying  them. 

In 
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■  In  every  thing  they  deal  in,  Europeans  defraud  M791. 
the  natives,  adulterate  fpirits  with  water,  and  then  «p^ 
heat  it  with  pepper,  and  tuch  guns  have  been  ioM  | 
CO  them,  that  he  has  feen  many  with  their  barrels  / 
burft  and  thrown  away  i  he  has  alfo  fcen  fcveral  na-  ' 
lives  without  fingers  and  thumbs,  blown  off,  as  they  i 
faid,  by  the  burlting  of  thefc  guns.  "1 

(  He  has  been  in  tne  Welt  Indies,  and  has  there  atP.  11. 
St.  Chriftopher's,  and  part  of  Grenada,  feen  fiirfs  as 
h%h,  and  higher  than  in  Africa.  At  Madras  in  the 
Eaft  Indies  much  higher,  for  a  longer  time  than  on 
the  Windward  Coaft,  where  there  is  no  place  (except 
where  fometimes  for  a  day  or  two  the  furf  is  too 
high,)  boats  are  not  continually  loading  in  moft 
places  in  Africa,  fome  rocks  or  points  of  land  break 
the  furf,  which  is  not  the  cafe  in  the  clear  and  open 
coaft  of  Coromandel.  Goods  are  landed  every  where 
along  the  coaft ;  has  fcen  them  fomei  imes  wet,  but  ne- 
ver loft.  They  do  not  ufe  the  fame  expedients  here 
for  loading  and  unloading  boats  that  are  ufed  in 
the  Weft  Indies. 

In  his  firft  voyage  to  Old  Calabar  the  flaves  at- 
tempted to  rife,  but  did  not  fucceed.  In  the  year 
1769,  a  Liverpool  (hip  between  Cape  Mount  and 
Melnrade,  had  every  perfon  killed  by  an  infurreflion, 
except  one  boy. 

In  the  Ih'ps  he  failed  in,  the  men  flaves  were  al-P.  13. 
ways  kept  in  irons  during  the  Middle  Paffage. 

In  the  Rcgus,  fitit  (hip  he  had  failed  in,  provifions 
were  plenty.  In  the  fecond,  the  Tyger  of  White- 
haven, the  Teamen  in  ten-  days  after  failing  were  put 
to  an  allowance  of  4.  lb.  of  bread  per  week,  and 
half  a  pound  of  beef  or  pork  per  day,  which  was  the 
whole  fare  for  nine  months  1  he  has  but  little  com- 
plaint to  make  of  ill  ulage  againft  the  (hips  in  which 
he  failed, 

Think  the  (lave  trade  very  unhealthy  in  the  rivers, 
but  not  on  the  open  coaft  j  chey  buried  r4  out  of 
32  the  firft  Toyage  in  Calabar  river;  and  in  the 
Tyger  in  nine  mof^8|  fire  or  fix  out  of  28.   In  three 
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1791.   voyages  to  Virginia  they  buried  one  man;  in  five 

ynrw  Baltic  voyages  not  one ;  in  one  to  the  fouthern  whale 
fifhery  none-,  and  in  two  Mediterranean  none.  Of 
the  three  Virginia  voyagesi  the  firft  was  1 1  months ; 
the  other  two  about  feven  months  each.  The  num- 
ber of  men  in  each  16.  The  fouthern  whale  fifhing 
voyage  was  of  1 1  months. 

P»  ij.  In  the  Tyger  the  bread  was  tolerable,  the  beef  and 
pork  fo  faked  that  in  boiling  they  (hrunk  to  half 
this  weight.  Having  once  in  this  veflel,  when  hand- 
ing rice  to  the  flaves  taken  a  handful  for  his  own 
ufe,  he  was  unmercifully  beaten  with  a  rope ;  he  has 
known  others  who  had  done  the  fame  thing  through 
hunger,  treated  for  it  in  the  fame  manner. 

As  an  initance  of  fimilar  ill  treatment  in  other 
flave  (hips,  he  fays,  that  lying  in  the  Tyger  at  Baflau, 
he  heard  the  failors  of  thrte  different  (hips  complaia 
heavily  of  their  provi(ion,  as  being  bad,  and  infuf- 
ficient  in  quantity;  thefe  were,  the  Lancafhire  Witch, 
,  Captain  Coil;  the  Lilly,  Captain  Scragham;  and 
the  Violet,  Browne,  notorious  all  for  bad  provifions 

P.  14.  and  ill  ufage;  he  has  feen  the  failors  of  each  un- 
mercifully beaten  for  the  moft  trifling  offences; 
knocked  down  with  handfpikes,  or  any  other  thing 
that  came  in  the  Captain's  or  officers  way  that  took 
offence  at  the  men.  One  man  he  faw  in  the  Lanca- 
fhire Witch  confined  for  fome  trifle,  with  an  iron 
collar  on  his  right  leg  and  arm  (hackled,  and  then 
chained  to  a  ring-bolt  on  the  deck,  where  he  remain- 
ed a  confiderable  time  in  this  condition  without  any 
other  allowance  but  bread  and  water. 


Witnefs  Examined,— James  Towne. 

P.*  15,  Mr.  James  Towne,  carpenter  of  His  Majefly's 
(hip  Syren,  made  a  voyage  1760  to  the  IQes  de  Los 
on  board  the  Peggy,  Captain  Cuthbert  Davis,  about 
140  or  150  tons^    and  another  in  176^^  to  Grand 

Cape 
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Cape  Mount,  in  the  Sally,  Captain  George  Evans,  1791. 
above  200  tons.  The  firft  voyage  he  remained  be-  "-n*-*"* 
twcen  feven  and  eight  months  on  the  coaft,  then  a 
boy  i  the  fccond  as  carpenter,  ftaid  more  than  fljc 
months.  He  was  moflly  on  fltore  three  months  to- 
gether in  the  firft  voyage  j  in  the  fecond,  for  five  or 
fix  weeks  at  a  time.  Repeated  ill  treatment  was  the 
occafion  of  his  being  fo  long  on  Ihore,  for  having 
gone  in  the  trading  Ihallop,  he  run  away ;  he  went 
into  the  back  country  among  the  inhabitants  for  fome 
time  to  conceal  himfelf,  and  was  up  the  rivers  and 
inland  together,  upwards  of  between  300  and  400 
miles. 

The  natural  produflions  of  Africa  are  rice  and 
yams  in  abundance,  plancanes,  bananas,  and  all 
other  tropical  fruits;  plenty  of  camwood  and  ele- 
phants teeth ;  fome  tobacco,  cultivated  by  natives 
who  had  been  in  England,  but  not  yet  IkilfuUy 
cured.  Great  quantities  of  fugar-cane,  long  pepper; 
a  bark  like  cinnamon  ;  cotton  in  abundance,  aiid  of- 
ten beautifully  manufactured  into  cloth  ;  a  fine  blue 
dye }  beautiful  woods  for  cabinet-makers ;  wax, 
ivory,  palm-oil,  palm-wine,  and  Indian  corn.     . 

The  natives  are  hofpitable  and  kind,  and  capable 
of  learning  quicker  than  white  men.  They  differ  as 
our  own  people  in  character,  thofe  on  the  coaft  learn 
to  be  roguifli;  inland  they  are  innocent.  The  in-> 
tercourfe  with  Europeans  has  improved  them  in 
roguery,  to  plunder  and  Iteal,  and  pick  up  one  ano- 
ther to  fell. 

Slaves  in  Africa  were  never  ill  ufed  by  their  ownp.  16, 
people,  but  when  bought  by  white  traders  they  were 
ufed  rather  worfe  there  than  when  on  board. 

He  has  feen  both  men  and  women  cultivating  the 
lands,  but  not  often  the  women. 

When  a  fhip  arrives  Ihe  makes  prefents  to  the 
traders,  to  encourage  them  to  bring  any  pcrfondown 
to  lell  as  a  flave,  and  they  often  pledge  their  own  te- 
la.i<-ns  till  they  procure  tlie  (lives  wanted,  .  The 
bhitii.  kings  have  told  hlnij  chat  they  go  to  war  on 
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parpofe  to  get  Haves,  and  be  has  feen  the  prifboo^ 
'  (the  men  bou.id,  the  women  and  children  loofe)  de- 
livered up  to  the  white  traders*  or  driven  in  gangi 
of  two  or  three  hundred  ibr  fate  to  the  water  bde. 
He  has  Icnown  them  so  i"  gsngs  meraudjng  and 
catching  all  they  could.  In  the  Galenas  river  he 
knew  an  inftance  of  four  blacks  who  took  a  man  that 
had  been  to  fell. one  or  more  Qaves,  plundered  and 
flripped  htm  naked,  and  brought  him  to  the  trading 
Jhallop  and  fold  him.  The  people  on  board  did  not 
underftand  his  language,  nor  imagine  why  he  feemed 
fo  caft  down  as  they  all  arc,  but  king  Battou  comity 
on  board  and  knowing  the  man,  inquired  the  caufe 
of  his  beii^  there  as  a  (lave  i  he  related  the  circnm- 
fiance  -,  a  guard  of  grumettas,  with  feme  of  Towne'l 
people,  were  fent  a^er  the  blacks  to  uke  them,  but 
did  not  fuccced.  1  htry  could  not  make  the  man  ea^ 
not  even  by  flowing  j  they  then  put  him  irons,  and 
in  a  lifile  time  he  died.  He  believes  the  flaves  fome- 
timcs  become  lb  for  crimes,  as  murder,  theft,  and  adul- 
tery; the  the  laft,  if  properly  proved,  is  often  pu- 
niflied  with  death. 
P.  17.  He  has  repeatedly  heard  both  from  the  accufed 
and  accul'ers  themtclves,  and  he  believes  it  common 
on  the  coaft,  to  impute  crimes  falfcly  for  the  fake  of 
having  the  accufed  perfon  fold.  One  inftance  of  a 
'Woman  fold  by  her  hufband  for  adultery,  and  whom 
be  himfelf  brought  off  to  the  boat,  and  from  her  la- 
mentations, and  by  her  declaration,  that  the  knew 
not  what  fhe  was  accufed  of,  he  thinks  he  has  reafcHi 
for  imagining  the  crime  imputed  fallely.  Mr.  Mur- 
ray, formerly  of  Bance  illand,  Mr.  Wood,  his  partner; 
Mr.JenkinsandMr.  Puuer,  being  to  the  windward  of 
Bance  IQand,  all-told  him  that  it  was  not  an  uncom- 
mon thing  to  bring  on  palavers  to  make  flaves,  and 
he  believes  it  trom  the  information  of  the  flaves  af- 
terwards when  brought  down  the  country  and  put  on 
board  the  fltips. 

Slaves  are  brought  from  the  country  very  difianc 
from  the  cMft,    The  king  of  Barra  has  informed 

him. 
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Kim,  that  on  the  arrival  of  a  (hip  he  has  gone  300  1791. 
or  400  miles  up  the  country  with  his  guard,  and  wv^ 
driven  down  200  or  3  o  Haves  to  tiie  fc  a  fide.  Fmm 
Marraba,  king  of  the  Mundingoes,  he  h^is  heard  that 
they  had  marched  them  out  of  the  country  more 
than  700  miles,  that  they  had  gone  wood  ranging  to 
pick  up  every  one  they  met  with,  whom  they  drip- 
ped naked,  and  if  men,  bound ;  but  if  women, 
brought  down  loofc  -,  this  he  had  from  themff  Ives, 
and  alfo  that  they  often  went  to  war  with  the  Bedlam 
nation  on  purpofc  to  get  flaves.  They  boailcd  that 
they  Qiould  foon  have  a  tine  parcel  for  the  Ihallops, 
and  thefuccefs  often  anfwered. 

He  was  once  prefent  with  part  of  the  crew  at  anP.  18. 
expedition  undertaken  by  the  whites  for  the  purpofe  of 
ieizing  negroes,  and  joined  by  other  boats  10  receive 
thofe  they  could  catch.  To  prevenc  all  alarm,  they 
bound  their  mouths  with  oakum  and  handkerchiefs ; 
one  woman  flirieked,  and  the  men  turned  out  in  de- 
fence. He  had  then  five  tied  in  the  boat,  and  the 
other  boats  were  in  readinefs  to  take  in  what  more 
they  could  get  ■,  all  his  party  were  armtd,  and  the 
men  of  the  town  purfucd  them  with  firft  a  icaitcr  ng, 
and  at  length  a  general  fire,  and  fcveral  of  ifie  men 
belonging  to  the  boats,  he  has  rea(bn  to  believe, 
■were  killed,  wounded,  or  taken,  as  he  never  hrard 
of  them  afterwards.  He  was  wounded  himleif. 
What  became  of  the  other  boats,  he  knows  not,  for 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  expedition,  until  ordered  to 
take  command  of  the  boat,  which  though  tht'r.  he 
thought  it  a  fport,  he  was  afterwards  forry  foi  having 
done.  The  fiavcs  he  had  taken,  were  foUl  at 
Charlefton,  South  Carolina.  The  natives  had  not 
previouily  committed  any  hoftilities  againll  any  of 
the  Ihips,  whofe  boats  were  coiicerned  in  this  tranf- 
aftion ;  they  owed  goods  to  the  captain,  for  which 
he  refolvcd  to  obtain  iUves  at  any  rate.  He  has  had 
feveral  fliipmatcs,  who  have  thcmfirlvcs  told  him,, 
they  have  been  concerned  in  fimilar  tranfa£tions,  and 
Numb.  4.  B  have 
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1791.  have  made  a  boaft  of  it^  and  who  have  been  wound- 
^^^>n^  cd  alfo« 

[      The  Europeans  endeavour  to  cheat  the  natives; 
I  they  adulterate  their  liquors,  and  in  buying  and  fel- 
ling ufe  different  weights,  to  which   thcv  give  the 
fame  appearance,  by  cafing  a  ftone  and  a  piece  of 
P,  15.  lead  alike  in  brafs  j  he  kept  fuch  himfelf,  and  ufed 

Ithem  in  dealing  for  wax,  teeth,  &c.  by  order  of  his 
commanding  officer^  whom  he  has  alfo  repeatedly 
feen  do  it  himfelf. 

The  natives  brought  to  the  coaft  appear  not  to 
come  on  board  willingly ;  on  the  contrary,  they  come 
down  with  a  guard,  and  are  forced  into  the  boats. 

When  on  board,  they  are  always  fettered  with  leg 
fhackles  and  handcuffs,  two  and  two,  right  and  left. 
They  lie  in  a  crowded  and  cramped  ftate,  having 
neither  their  length  nor  breadth,  in  a  fpace  by  no 
means  fufficient  for  their  health ;  and  fuch  is  tlieir 
fuffbcated  ftate  below,  that  he  has  known  them  go 
f  down  well,  and  in  the  morning  be  brought  up  dead. 
When  they  come  on  deck,  they  are  all  in  a  dcwft^at, 
from  the  tarpawlings  being  laid  over  the  gratings  in 
bad  weather.  The  height  between  decks  in  the 
Peggy  (tonnage  140  or  150,  fee  p.  15  at  the  top) 
was  about  4  reet,  and  in  the  Sally,  4  feet  4  or  5. 
The  Peggy  took  on  board  about  230  negroes;  the 
boys  room  only  had  a  platform :  between  50  and  60 
P.  20.  of  the  cargo  died.  There  were  25  feamen,  he  does 
not  recoUeft  above  6  or  7  dying. 
/  The  Sally  (better  than  aoo  tons,  p.  15,  at  top)  had 
platforms  in  boys  and  womens  rooms,  and  the  aft  part 
of  mens.  The  cargo  was  nearly  400,  of  whom  about 
60  died.  The  crew  confifted  of  40  men,  of  whom 
I  above  30  died.  They  were  forced  to  get  men  from 
•  other  (hips  on  the  coaft;  out  of  6  mates,  not  i  lived. 
Something  better  than  a  pint  of  water,  after  they 
are  fed,  ferved  at  twice,  was  the  daily  allowance  of  a 
flavc  i  and  after  being  fed  in  the  afternoon,  the  boat- 
fwain  taking  one,  and  the  mate  the  other  fide  of  the 
deck,  they  arc  made  to  dance,  and  flogged  wid»  4^ 


caC' 
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cat  if  they  do  not.    In  Bne  weather  they  are  brought    i79<* 
on  deck  between  eight  and  nine  in  the  morning,  and  "-^^ 
put  down  again  at  four,  there  to  remain  until  next 
day.     He  has  known  them  refufe  their  food  in  con-P,  2i." 
fequence  of  being  confined ;  ill  treated,  to  induce 
them  to  eat ;  they  are  flogged,  and  put  into  irons 
fei^araieh'  ;  both  their  hands  handcuffi;d,  both  legs 
fliackled,  a  collar  round  their  neck,  with  a  chain, 
and  often  the  thumb-fcrew  applied,  to  take  the  ftub- 
bornnefs  out  of  them.     This  was  his  talk,  and  fome- 
times,  from  their  ill  treatment,  they  attempted  to 
jump  ovrrboard  -,  a:  others,  have  gone  mad,  and 
difd  in  chat  fltuation.     They  often  fall  fick,  fnme- 
times,  owing  to  their  crowded  ftate,  but  moftly  to 
gucf,  for  bemg  carried  away  from  their  country  and 
frl^.lJb,  whifh  being  very  well  acquainted  with  their- 
language;,  he  knows  from  frequent  inquiries  into  the 
cirutTillunces  of  tlieirgrievouscomplaints.     He  has 
knmvn    them  attempt  to  rife  on  board,  and  on  in- 
quiry mto  the  caufe,  has  been  afked  what  bulinefs  we 
had  to  carry  them  from  their  country  i  they  had  wives 
and  children  they  wanted  to  be  with.     To  check 
the<n,  they  are  put  fingly  into  irons  and  flogged. 
He  tias  known  women  with  infants  on  board,  two  P.  21. 
particularly,  who,  when  their  infants  died,  grieved  P.  22, 
after  them,  and  died  thenife'ves.     Guinea  captains 
felfiom  buy  women  with  children.     Has  heard  the  | 
ilaves  finging,  but  their  fungs  were  lamentations.    A  } 
Have  kidnapped  or  fold,  contrary  to  the  cuflom  of 
the  country,  to  the  fliips,  cannot  complain  to  the       .7 
black  traders  on  board,  for  thefe  traders  never  fee 
the  main  deck,  nor  even  fpeak  to  the  women  abaft, 
left  they  might  make  fignals  to  rife.     When  canoes 
come  to  the  fhip,  no  Have  on  the  main  deck  can 
look  over  the  (hip's  fide  j  two  ofiicers  (land  with 
cats  to  prevent  them,  and  this  prevents  their  feeking 
releafe.     A  barricado  of  great  ftrength,  cuts  off  all 
intcrcourfe  between  pcrfons  on  the  main  deck  and 
thofe  in  the  after  part  of  the  fhipj  the  women  and 
the  men  thus  cannot  lee  one  another. 

B  2  "V^VRti 
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1791.  Ircfufcd,  on  which  he  made  the  men  flave  come  off 
the  main  deck,  and  flog  him  until  h>  .«ra$  dead. 
|The  (hip  was  then  along- fide  the  wbtff  of  Charle* 
:on,  South  Carolina,  where  fome  of  the  crew  com- 
ing on  fhore  with  the  furgeon  and  mate,  who  was  the 
captain's  brother,  reported  the  murder  j  the  corpfe 
pcing  brought  on  (hore  next  morning,  Mr.  Townc 
iind  many  others,  (lopped  and  examined  it,  and  had 
a  coroner's  inqueft,  which  brought  in  a  verdi£t  of 
wilful  murder,  through  the  evidence  of  the  furgeon 
and  the  captain's  own  brother.  Lord  Charles  Mon- 
tague, the  Governor,  fcnt  officers  on  board  to  take^ 
and  confine  the  captain  in  gaol,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done,  but  for  want  of  evidence  he  was  after- 
wards acquitted. 

He  has  feen  failors  apparently  difeafed  and  dif- 
abled,  wandering  about  in  the  Weft  Indies,  with  fore 
legs,  which  is  common  in  Guineamen,  emaciated  j 
he  has  known  them  turned  aihore  by  the  captains, 
and  lie  upon  the  beach  and  the  wharfs,  where  many 
have  died,  as  he  has  feen.  They  are  called  whar- 
fingers ;  none  chufe  to  employ  them  for  their  wretch- 

]  ed  appearance,  and  thus  they  are  left  deftitute  of 
fupport.  He  was  himfelf  thus  left  on  (hore,  with- 
out money  or  friends,  at  Charlefton,  South  Carolina, 
with  two  others,  who  died.     That  thcfc  failors  came 

•from  the  (lave  (hips  he  knows,  from  having  inquir- 
ed i  but  without  inquiry,  they  are  eafy  to  know>  from 
the  abjedt  ftate  of  their  appearance. 
P.  31.  He  has  repeatedly  known  Guinea  failors  jump 
overboard,  and  even  from  (hips  he  belonged  to,  on 
the  Guinea  coaft,  where  (harks  abounded.  Some 
have  lucceeded  in  getting  away,  but  on  the  o(Fcr  of 
a  large  reward,  which  was  afterwards  charged  againft 
their  wages,  have  been  brought  back  by  the  natives^ 
and  immediately  puni(hed  inhumanly  with  irons, 
collar  and  chain,  and  locked  as  before  to  the  boat, 
to  row  on  the  duties  of  the  (hip  during  the  captain's 
plcafure,  with  a  very  fcanty  allowance  5  he  has  never 

known 
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known  Tailors  jump  overboard  from  any  other  than  I79T> 
Guinea  Ihips.  «--¥•*•./ 

From  the  ill  treatment  he  has  feen,  and  the  lofs 
of  fuch  numbers  on  board,  both  the  fhips  he  belong- 
ed to,  and  was  acquainted  with,  ic  is  not  his  opinion 
that  the  African  trade  is  a  nurfery  for  feamcn.  He 
knows  that  the  treatment  of  lailors  in  the  Weft  India 
trade,  is  not  fimilar  to  that  in  the  African  j  they  arc  ' 
not  fo  hard  worked  ■,  they  live  and  lie  well,  and  arc 
always  taken  great  care  of  by  the  captains. 

He  affigns  as  a  reafon,  for  (laving  and  burning  the  P.  32, 
fcamens  chefls,  that  it  was  done  to  clear  the  mips 
for  flaves ;  their  contents,  which  were  wearing  ap- 
parel, if  no  bag  was  found  to  put  them  in,  were  of- 
ten thrown  overboard.  The  feamen's  bedding,  as 
well  as  their  chefts,  was  thrown  upon  the  deck,  and 
none  fuffered  to  lie  below  but  the  captain  and  the 
mate;  if  caught  below  to  flcep,  they  were  fcvcrety 
punifhed.  This  was  the  cafe  of  the  fhips  he  failed 
in,  both  during  the  outward  and  Middle  Paflage. 

The  reafon  of  his  being  left  on  fliore  at  Charlcfton 
was,  the  fear  of  returning  to  captain  Evans,  after 
having  been  refufcd  to  be  taken  on  board  by  a  king's 
Ihip,  to  which  he,  and  the  two  others,  had  applied 
for  in  vain  %  redrefs  of  grievances  againd  captain 
Evans. 

Being  afked  whether  he  meant  to  alTert,  that  what 
he  has  faid  concerning  Weft  India  punifbrnents, 
was  the  general  practice,  or  only,  that  he  has  htmfeli 
feen  the  circumftances  he  has  related,  he  anfwers. 
That  he  only  meant  to  fpeak  to  fuch  things  as  -be 
was  an  eye-witnefs  to,  a  number  of  times. 


Witnefs  examined — Mr.  Ccaxton. 

Mr.  Claxton  failed  in  the  Garland,  Capt.  Forbes, 
for  Africa  in  1788,  as  furgeon's  mate,  and  there  on 
Numb.  4.  C  the 
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the  Bonny  Coaft  commenced  furgcon  to  the  Young 
Hero  brig,  Capt.  Molyneux. 

They  had  450  flavcs,  of  whom  132  died,  chiefly 
of  the  flux  5  fo  crowded  that  they  could  only  lie  on 
their  fides,  if  they  did  otherwife,  it  created  quarrels 
among  them :  they  flx>wed  fo  clofe,  that  he  could  not 
go  among  them  with  his  ftioes  without  danger  of 
hurting  them.  This  crowded  ftate  aggravated  their 
fufierings  when  ill,  and  tended  to  increafe  the  dif^ 
order.  It  was  impoflTible  to  treat  them  with  the  ne- 
ceflTary- accommodations.  The  fteerage  and  boys 
room  infufficient  to  receive  the  fick,  fo  greatly  did 
the  diforder  prevail,  they  were  therefore  obliged  to 
place  together  thofe  that  were  and  thofc  that  were 
not  difeafed,  and  in  confequence  the  difeafe  and 
mortality  fpread  more  and  more.  The  captain 
treated  them  with  more  tendernefs  than  he  has  heard 
was  ufual,  but  the  men  were  not  humane.  Some  of 
the  moft:  difeafed  were  obliged  to  be  kept  on  deck^ 
with  a  fail  fpread  for  them  to  lie  on :  this,  in  a  little 
time,  became  nearly  covered  with  blood  and  mucus^ 
P»  34»  which  involuntarily  iflued  from  them,  and  therefore 
the  failors,  who  had  thedifagreeable  taflc  of  cleaning 
the  fail,  grew  angry  with  the  flaves,  and  ufed  to  beat 
them  inhumanly  with  their  hands,  or  with  a  cat.  The 
flaves  in  confequence  grew  fearful  of  committing  this 
involuntary  aftion,  and  when  they  perceived  they 
had  done  it,  would  immediately  creep  to  the  tubs, 
and  there  fit  {training  with  fuch  violence  as  to  pro- 
duce a  prolapfus  ani,  which  could  not  be  cured.  The 
fame  punifliments  were  inflifted  for  the  fame  caufe  on 
thofe  who  were  not  quite  fo  ill. 

Slaves,  whofe  flux  was  accompanied  with  fcurvy, 
and  fuch  cedematous  fwellings  of  the  legs  as  made 
it  pain  to  move  at  all,  were  made  to  dance,  as  they 
call  it,  and  whipped  with  a  cat  if  they  were  re- 
luftant. 

The  flaves  both  when  ill  and  well,  were  frequently 
forced  to  cat  againft  their  inclinations.    Were  whip- 
ped 
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ped  wicN  a  cat  if  the;  refufcd.    Tbcy  uM  other  I79t> 
means  ftill  worfe,  and  too  naufeous  to  meotioo.         fc*v*«* 

The  parts  on  which  their  fliackles  are  fafteaed  are 
often  excoriated  by  the  violent  exercife  they  are 
forced  to  take,  and  of  this  they  made  many  grievous 
complaints  to  him. 

That  Haves,  when  firft  brought  on  board,  are  com- 
monly deje^cd,  he  fhews  by  an  inftance  of  nine 
purchafed  on  his  paflage  from  Bonny  to  the  Ifle  of 
Bimbe,  who  were  all  very  much  dne^ed :  one  girl 
in  paricular,  clung  to  the  neck  of  her  feller,  and 
chough  only  ten  or  twelve  years  old,  could  not  be 
comforted.  She  continued  three  or  four  days  in 
that  lituaiion.  The  whole  cargo  speared  more  or 
lefs  afflided  on  leaving  their  country. 

Some  had  fuch  an  averfion  to  leaving  their  native?.  35. 
places,  that  tbcy  threw  thcmfelres  overboard,  on  an 
idea,  that  they  fhould  get  back  to  their  own  country. 
The  captain,  in  order  to  obviate  this  idea,  cut  off 
the  heads  of  thofe  who  died,  intimating  to  them, 
that  if  determined  to  go,  they  mufl:  return  withouc 
their  heads.  The  (laves  were  accordingly  brought 
up  to  witnefs  the  operation,  one  man  excepted,  who 
was  at  length,  againft  his  will,  forced  up,  feeing* 
when  on  deck,  the  carpenter  (landing  with  his  hatchec 
up  ready  to  flrike  off  the  head,  with  a  violent  exertion, 
hegotloofe,andSying  to  the  place  where  the  nettings 
had  been  uoloofed,  in  order  to  empty  the  tubs,  he 
darted  himlelf  overboard.  The  (hip  brought  to, 
and  a  man  was  placed  on  the  main  chain  to  catch 
him,  which  he  perceiving,  dived  under  water, 
and  riGng  again  at  a  diftance  from  the  (hip,  made 
figns,  which  words  cannot  defcribe,  expreffive  o£ 
his  happinefs  in  efcaping.  He  then  went  down, 
And  was  feen  no  more.  A  ftri^b  watch  over  them 
was  now  kept,  yet  ftill  they  found  means  to  elude  . 
all  precaution.  One  of  the  tubs  being  fet  near  where 
the  nettings  were  lafhed  to  the  bulk-head,  fomc  of 
the  (laves  who  had  premeditated  an  efcape,  underP.  36. 
pretence  of  eafing  themfelvcs,  contrived,  while  fitting 
C  2  oa. 
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1791.  rtfufcd,  on  which  he  made  the  men  flavccome  otf 
^-v-*.*  ihc  main  deck,  and  flog  him  until  ht  was  desd. 
jThc  Ihip  was  then  along  fit! c  ihe  whtrf  of  Charle- 
ilon,  South  Carolina,  where  fonic  of  the  crew  com- 
ing on  (hore  with  the  furgcon  and  incite,  whu  was  the 
captain's  brother,  reported  the  murder  j  the  corplc 
being  brought  on  Ihore  next  morning,  Mr.  Towne 
and  many  others,  (lopped  and  examined  it,  and  had 
ft  coroner's  inquell,  which  brought  in  a  verdifl  of 
wilful  murder,  through  the  evidence  of  the  furgeon 
and  the  captain's  own  brother.  Lord  Charles  Mon- 
tague, the  Governor,  fcnt  officers  011  board  to  take, 
and  confine  the  captain  in  gaol,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done,  but  for  want  of  evidence  he  was  after- 
wards acquitted. 

He  has  feen  Tailors  apparently  difeaied  and  dif- 
ablcLl,  wandering  aboiir  in  the  Well  Indi.  s,  with  fore 
legs,  which  is  common  in  Gumtramt-n,  emaciated; 
he  has  known  chem  turned  alliore  by  the  captains, 
and  lie  upon  the  be.ich  and  the  wharfs,  where  many 
Iiave  died,  as  he  lias  fct^n.  They  are  called  whar- 
fingers ;  none  chufc  to  employ  tiiem  for  ilicir  wretch- 
1  ed  appearance,  and  thus  they  ^rc  left  deltitute  of 
fupport.  He  was  hiiiifclf  ihus  left  on  fhore,  with- 
;  out  money  or  friends,  at  Charlefton,  South  Carolina, 
with  two  others,  who  died.  That  thele  Tailors  Came 
from  the  Dave  fliips  he  knows,  from  having  inquir- 
ed i  but  without  inquiiy,  they  are  eafy  to  know,  from 
the  abjeift  itate  of  their  appearance. 
P.  31.  He  has  repeatedly  known  Guinea  Tailors  jump 
overboard,  and  even  fnmi  Ihips  he  belonged  to,  on 
the  Guinea  coall,  where  fliarks  abounded.  Some 
have  lucceeded  in  gettmg  away,  but  on  the  ofi'er  of 
a  large  reward,  winch  was  afterwards  charged  againft 
their  wages,  have  been  brouglit  hjck  by  the  natives, 
and  immediately  punifhed  mhumanly  with  irons, 
collar  and  chain,  and  locked  a^  bciore  to  the  boat, 
to  row  on  the  duties  of  the  lliip  diirmg  the  captain's 
pleaiure,  with  a  very  Tcanty  allowance  i  he  has  never 

known 
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upon  the  deck,  and  that  it  was  the  moll  horrid  light  1791. 
he  had  ever  feen.  (.•Vn^ 

They  had  on  board  about  fifty  bovs  and  girls,  butP.  38. 
without  parents    or  other  relations  -,  there  was  one 
inftance  of  two  filters. 

At  Rumble  the  natives  apprehenfive  th»t  they  were 
going  to  war  with  them.  Did  not  come  olF  the 
coaft  for  feme  time.  Two  canoes  at  length  ventured, 
and  inquired  if  they  were  come  to  war  or  trade: 
being  told  to  trade,  with  apparent  caution  they  at- 
tempted to  come  on  board,  and  alked  the  captain  if 
he  had  not  two  tongues.  Captain  afliired  them  he 
would  not  hurt  them,  on  which  one  of  them  ven- 
tured on  board,  declaring  if  the  captain  killed  him, 
thofe  in  the  canoes  would  kill  the  Ihtp's  <frew.  The 
reft  followed,  and  convinced  that  trace  was  the  fhip's 
object,  defired  that  two  might  (tay  to  examine  the 
goods ;  at  the  fame  time  requiring  two  hoUages, 
which  was  complied  with.  He  knew  another  inftance 
of  the  fame  kind. 

Whilft  lying  off  the  Batteau  iflands  he  heard  ofP.  39. 
fome  Europeans  being  cut  off  a  little  before  by  the 
natives,  and  this  from  a  perfon  clofe  by  at  the  time, 
fb  as  to  convince  him  of  its  truth.  The  terror  of 
the  natives  on  feeing  the  veflel,  left  they  fhould  de- 
ftroy  the  iiland,  afforded  a  proof  of  the  fad.  They 
were  in  arms  all  night,  which  obliged  the  crew  alfo 
to  arm. 

The  natives  have  a  particular  pleafure  in  bartering 
what  they  have  for  European  goiods  of  any  kind. 

The  [laves  were  fold  in  the  Weft  Indies  in  an  in- 
feftious  ftate,  and  fome  that  he  b<"lieves  were  going 
to  die,  and  accordingly  out  of  14  of  this  dcfcription 
only  4  lived.  He  apprized  the  feller's  agent  of  their 
danger,  and  his  anl'wer  was,  it  would  be  beft  to  dif- 
pofe  of  them  immediately  j  but  fuch  as  afforded 
hopes  of  recovery,  he  delired  to  have  purchafcd  for 
himfelf,  which  was  done. 

Witnefs 
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Wiincis  examioed — Lieutcoani  Sim^son.^ 

1791.  Mr.  John  Simpfon,  lieutenant  of  mariAeab  went 
unr«^  CMH  in  his  M^efty's  fhip  the  Advemure>  OAd  wa&  on 
P*  40.  the  coaft  chiefly  from  Settra  Crue  to  AccFa^  \n  17 S8 
and  1789.  From  what  he  faw,  he  believe$  the  0ave 
trade  is  the  occafion  of  wars  acnong  the  naiivcs* 
Frond  thofe  of  the  windward  coaft  he  underftoQ4 
ihat  the  villages  were  always  at  ynr,  and  the  black 
fiaders  and  others  gave  as  a  rcafon  for  it,  chat  the 
kings  wanted  (laves.  If  a  trading  canoie  along-fide 
tkt  ilup  iaw  a  larger  canoe  coming  from  a  villagf^ 
^ey  were  at  wax  with,  they  infiianely  flbed^  fonaetiiMa 
wlthmttt  recdvLog  the  value  of  their  goods.  Oa 
tnquiry>  he  learned  their  reafon  to  be,  that  if  takea 
Uiey  wottld  have  been  nnade  (laves. 

At  C.  Coafl  Caftle,  and  other  parts  of  the  Gold 

Coad,  he  heard  repeatedly  from  the  black  traders 

the  flave-trade  made  wars  and  palavers.  Mr.Quakoo, 

chaplain  at  C.  Coafl;  Caftle,  informed  him,  that  wara 

Veffe  made  in  the  interior  p>arts  for  that  fole  purpofe. 

There  are  two  crimes  which  feemed  made  on  pur-* 

po(e  to  procure  (laves,  adultery  and  the  remaval  of 

[ieciches.     As  to  adultery,  he  was  warned  agaiaft 

eonne^ling  himfelf  with  any  woman  not  pointed  out 

[to  him,  for  that  the  kings  kept  fcveral  who  were 

dent  out  to  allure  the  unwary,  and  that  if  found,  to 

Ibe  connedled  with  tbefe,  he  would  be  feized>  and 

P.  41.  imade  to  pay  the  price  of  a  man-ttave.  As  to  fetiches, 

jcronfifting  of  pieces  of  wood,  old  pitchers,  kettks^ 

l&c,  laid  in  the  path  ways,  he  was.  warned  to  avoid 

.di%)}2aclng  them,  for  if  he  (bouid,  the  natives,,  wha 

;werc  on  the  watch,  would  feize  him,  and  a3  before^ 

lexa<^  the  price  of  a  maa-fllave.    Thefe  baits  a^e  laid 

I  equally  for  natives  as  Europeans,  but  the  fopiner  are 

i  better  acquainted  with  tkp  Uwy  and  CQoicquently 

■more  circumfpeft. 

That 
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That  the  Europeans  fomctimes  fraudulently  carry  »7y* 
off  the  natives  on  that  part  of  the  Windward  Coaft  ^  ~~  * 
where  there  is  no  Englifti  faftory,  he  believes.  The 
repeated  inquiries  and  difincUnation  of  the  native* 
to  come  on  board  the  Ihip,  till  convinced  (he  was 
not  a  Ilave-ftiip  but  a  man  of  war,  confirmed  his 
opinion.  When  they  were  fatisfied,  they  camrc  oa 
board  readily,  and  in  numbers. 

The  natives  fomctimes  retaliate  on  the  Europcanj 
for  fuch  injuries.  From  Albion  flave  (hip,  at  Settr* 
Crue,  learnt,  that  two  chiefs  being  at  variance,  one 
of  them  feizing  five  of  the  other's  party,  had  foM 
them  to  the  Albion,  for  which  that  party  fcizcd  three 
of  the  Albion's  feamen,  and  would  not  releafe  them 
without  the  flaves  were  returned. 

Believes  if  the  flave-trade  were  abolilhed,  theP.  43. 
indolence  of  the  natives  is  not  fuch  as  to  prevent  a 
commerce  with  them  in  their  native  produce ;  for  to 
his  repeated  inquiries  what  they  would  do  were  it 
abolimed,  the  black  traders  anfwered,  they  did  not 
care,  they  Qiould  foon  find  fomc  other  trade  to 
live  by. 

Convinced  the  treatment  of  feamen  on  boairi 
Guinea  Oiips  is  very  bad.  When  at  Fort  Apollonia, 
the  Adventurer's  boat  was  hailed  by  fome  feamen  of 
the  Fly  Guineaman,  begging  to  be  taken  in  the  maa 
of  war,  for  their  treatment  made  their  lives  miferabh;. 
The  boat  was  accordingly  fent  to  the  Fly  by  captain. 
Parry,  and  one  or  two  men  brought  on  board.  The 
Albion  at  another  time,  unable  to  avoid  the  Adven- 
ture, (which  flie  tried  to  do)  fpoke  to  her,  and  the 
captain  brought  a  feaman  on  board,  whom  he  wilhed 
to  leave,  complaining  he  was  riotous  and  difordcrly. 
The  man,  in  every  inftance,  proved  the  reverfe,  and 
from  him  he  learned  that  he  had  been  ha:f  ftarved  and 
cruelly  beaten,  both  by  captain  and  furgeon,  who 
regleftei)  the  feamen,  faying  he  was  only  paid  fot 
attending  the  (laves.  Alfo  learned  their  allowance 
was  increafed,  and  their  treatment  better,  when  ift 
fight  of  a  man  of  warj  which  was  confirmed  to  him 
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1791.  by  another  man  from  a  flave  (hip^  who  had  been  lefc 
Wi-v«^  behind  with  a  ihockingly  ulcerated  le^,  and  recited 
various  inftances  of  ill  treatment  he  nad  received. 
The  Adventure's  boat  having  been  fent  to  Anamaboo 
P»  43*  to  the  Spy  Guineaman^  returned  with  three  men  con- 
cealed under  her  fail,  who  fled  from  the  flave  ihip^ 
where  they  complained  their  treatment  had  made 
their  lives  miferable,  beaten  and  half  (larved.  Be- 
iides  thefe  there  were  other  inftances  not  remem* 
bered. 

He  never  heard  any  complaints  from  Weft  India- 
men,  or  other  merchant  fhips :  on  the  contrary,  they 
wiflied  to  avoid  a  man  of  war;  whereas  if  the  Adven- 
ture had  taken  all  who  complained  and  offered  them- 
felves  from  the  Guineamen^  it  mult  have  greatly 
diftrefled  the  trade. 

Has  been  in  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica.  When  firft 
at  Bridgetown,  his  impreffion  as  to  the  treatment  of 
flaves  by  their  general  appearance  was  trivial^  they 
were  natives,  houfhold  fervants,  and  their  labour 
very  light ;  but  was  impreffed  with  the  utmofl:  horror 
on  feeing  the  field  flaves,  fome  working  in  irons^ 
under  the  lafh  of  an  inhuman  negro  driver,  and  their 
backs  in  general  lacerated  by  his  blows.  He  never  faw 
a  gang  without  one  or  two  of  thefe  tormentors,  (iiap- 
ping  their  whips,  and  threatening  to  make  them 
feel  them. 

When  at  Cape  Coafl  he  faw  flaves  brought  from 
the  interior  country,  who  were  bought,  he  believeSy 
by  the  then  Governor,  Mr.  Norris.     He  examined 
_  them,  and  they  appeared  much  concerned  at  coming 

P«44»  into  the  hands  ot  Europeans.  Dcjeftion  and  defpair 
were  flrongly  painted  on  their  countenances.  When 
at  Bridgetown,  he  faw  in  the  poor-houfc  18  or  20 
feamen,  from  different  flave  fhips.  They  related  va- 
rious inflances  of  the  barbarities  of  their  late  com- 
manders, who  had  left  them  behind  without  any 
means  of  getting  home.  They  feemed  very  much 
emaciated,  and  fome  of  them  ulcerated  and  in  a 

conditiop  in  wUich  tiacy  faid  fi«i(hei:  Weft  Indiamen 

nor 


hot  men  of  *«r  woold  receive  them.    They  had  not   1791. 
only  been  beaten  but  nearly  ftarved.  w«^ 

^ ■  -liiiiinirii II-     

Witncft  txamined—DoAor  HAHRtsoN,  M.  D. 

He  *as  above  10  years  iri  Jamaica,  from  1755  to 
1765,  and  in  America  from  1765  to  1778  :  in  thfcP-  44« 
medical  line  in  both. 

He  had  every  poflibte  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
(icuation  of  the  flaves,  feeing  them  in  licknel's,  in 
health,  and  often  pUnifhed.  Has  been  on  fcveral 
fugar  works  in  different  parts  of  Jamaica,  at  all 
feidiins,  for  two  or  three  tteeks,  Ibmecimes  only  aP.  45. 
few  days. 

The  Bcid  flaves  have  land  enough  for  their  fupporr> 
had  they  time  to  cultivate  it.  They  had  no  other 
food  allowed  on  the  eftatea  he  was  Oh,  except  falc 
provifions  kt  Chriftmis.  New  negroes  *ere  allowed 
ft  year's  provifions,  that  is,  till  rhey  had  cultivated 
their  land.  J  hey  had  only  holidavs  and  Sundays  to 
work  it^  which  was  not  fuflicient,  for  they  mud  work 
their  grounds  after  dark.  Saturday  afternoon  was 
not  allowed  them  on  any  eftate  ht-  kne^.  They 
looked  much  better  than  one  could  expeft  omfider- 
ing  their  fcverc  treatment,  but,  in  ^neral  verv  in- 
different: Believes  oh  all  eftates  faves  often  plunder 
other's  provifion  grounds  for  fupport.  In  the  firft 
inltance  he  knew  of  this,  a  Have  was  Cut  niarlv  all 
to  pieces  for  it;  but  after  he  knew  the  eftates  better, P.  46, 
he  heard  and  knew  it  to  be  freqiiefit. 

Not  the  leail  attention  is  paid  16'  the  religious 
inftruftion  of  the  (laves. 

They  were  very  badly  lodged,  and  had  no  clothes 
but  what  they  get  by  their  own  extra  labour,  except 
at  Chriftmas,  2  frocks  and  a  pair  OfnabuVgh  trowfers 
for  the  men,  and  2  coats  and  a  (hifts  for  the  Women, 
and  fomc  had  2  handkerchiefs  for  the  h^ad.  In 
general,  their  matters  give  them  no  bedding  at  all. 

Numb.  4.  ,    D  ^TOfc 
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Witncts  examined — Lieutenant  Simpson. 


1791.  Mr.  John  Simpfon,  lieutenant  of  marines,  went 
"  x^nr^  001  in  his  Majefty's  Hiip  the  Adventure,  and  was  on 
P.  40.  the  coa,fi:  chicflv  from  Scttra  Cruc  to  Accra,  in  1788 
and  1781).  From  what  he  faw,  he  believes  the  flave 
trade  is  the  occafion  of  wars  among  the  natives. 
From  thofe  of  the  windward  coaft  Ik  undcrftood 
that  the  villages  were  always  at  war,  and  the  black 
traders  and  others  gave  as  a  reafun  for  ic,  that  the 
kings  wanted  flaves.  If  a  tr.iding  cjnoe  along-fidc 
the  fhip  faw  a  larger  canoe  coming  from  a  village 
they  were  at  war  with,  they  inftantly  fled,  fometiokes 
witbom  receiving  the  value  of  theLr  g^iods.  On 
inquiry,  he  learned  their  reafon  to  be,  that  if  taken 
they  would  have  been  made  flaves. 

Ai  C.  Coaft  Callle,  and  otiier  parts  of  the  Gold 
Coaft,  he  heard  repeatedly  from  liie  black  traders 
the  fljvc-tradc  made  wars  and  palavers.  Mr.Quakoo, 
chaplain  at  C.  Coafl:  Caftlc,  informed  him,  that  wars 
were  made  in  the  interior  parts  for  that  fole  purpofe. 
There  are  two  crimes  which  fcemcd  made  on  pur- 
pofe to  procure  (laves,  adultery  and  the  removal  of 
fetiches.  As  to  adultery,  he  was  warned  againfl: 
conncding  himfcif  with  any  woman  not  pointed  out 
to  him,  for  that  the  kings  kept  fcvcral  who  were 
fent  out  to  allure  the  unwary,  and  that  if  found  to 
be  conncdt-d  with  theft,  he  would  be  feized,  and 
P.  41.  made  to  pay  the  price  of  a  man-Qave.  As  to  fetiches, 
confitling  of  i)ieces  of  wood,  old  pitchers,  kettles, 
&c.  laid  in  the  path  wavs,  he  was  warned  to  avoid 
dilplacing  them,  for  if  he  Ihould,  the  natives,  who 
were  on  the  watch,  would  feize  him,  and  as  before, 
exai5t  the  price  of  a  man-llavc.  Thefe  baits  are  laid 
equally  for  natives  as  Europeans,  but  the  former  are 
better  acquainted  with  the  law,  and  confcquenily 
more  circumfpeift. 

Tliat 
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five  or  Hz  wrelcs  before  lie  was  well.  It  was  by  his  1791 
mafter*s  order,  for  not  coming  when  he  was  called,  '-•v* 
He  could  lay  two  or  three  fingers  in  the'  wounds 
from  the  whip.  Knows  of  many  fimilar  inftances. 
The  gaol  and  wharf  whippings  were  by  order  of 
the  mafters  or  miftrelTn,  fometimes  by  the  magif- 
trate,  but  generally  the  magiftrate  orders  whipping 
round  the  town.  The  punilhments  of  foldiers  (which 
he  has  very  often  witnefied)  were  generally  mild, 
compared  to  the  whipping  of  flavcs  in  gaol  or  round 
the  town. 

Never  knew  flaves  had  any  l^al  proteftion.  The 
only  proteftion  they  had,  was  from  their  mailers 
againft  any  indifferent  perfon.  Formed  this  opinion 
from  a  multitude  of  unredrcfled  violences.  Among 
others,  a  n^ro  was  flogged  to  death,  by  order  of  her 
miftrefs,  who  ftood  by  to  fee  the  puniuiment.  The 
negro  died  a  few  days  after. — A  negro  man  was  put 
on  the  picket  lb  long  as  to  caule  a  mortilicaiionof 
his  foot  and  hand,  on  fufpicion  of  robbing  his  mailer, 
a  publick  officer,  of  a  fum  of  money,  which  it  after-- 
tcrwards  appeared,  the  mafter  had  taken  himfelf. 
Yet  the  mafter  was  privy  to  the  punifhment,  and  the 
ilave  had  no  compenfation.  He  was  punifhcd  by- 
order  of  the  mailer,  who  did  not  then  chufe  to  malu 
it  known  that  he  himfelf  had  made  ufe  of  the  money. 
Neither  the  miftrefs  nor  mafter  were  profeCuted  for  P.  49, 
thefe  a^s. 

A  gentleman  offended  at  a  negro,  named  Monday, 
for  mimicking  him,  bought  him.  After  buying 
him,  he  ordered  him  to  be  flogged  •,  the  confequenct 
was,  that  Monday  cut  his  own  throat. 

He  thinks  the  abilities  of  the  negroes  equal  to  ourP.  50. 
Own,  and  their  difpofitions  much  the  fame.  The 
free  negroes  are  as  induftrious  as  the  whites,  and  he 
thinks  Aavcry  caufes  the  unwillingnefs  of  the  others. 
In  general,  flaves  are  not  fo  good  mechanicks  as 
whites,  which  he  attributes  to  the  fame  caufe.  Many 
free  negfoes  are  very  good  mechanicks. 

^  -Pa  He 
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1791.  by  another  man  from  a  fiave  (hip,  who  had  been  left 
fc^v^irf  behind  with  a  fliockingly  ulcerated  leg,  and  recited 
various  inftanccs  of  ill  treatment  he  had  received. 
The  Adventure's  boat  having  been  fcnt  to  Anamaboo 
*'4J'  to  the  Spy  Guineaman,  returned  with  three  men  con- 
cealed under  her  fail,  who  6ed  from  the  flave  (hip, 
where  they  complained  their  treatment  had  tnade 
their  lives  mifcrablc,  beaten  and  half  ftarved.  B«- 
fides  thcfc  there  were  other  inftances  not  remem- 
bered. 

He  never  heard  any  complaints  from  Weft  India- 
men,  or  other  merchant  (hips  :  on  the  contrary,  ihcy 
wifhcd  to  avoid  a  man  of  war;  whereas  if  the  Adven- 
ture had  taken  all  who  complained  and  offered  them- 
felvcs  from  the  GuineamcD,  it  mult  have  greatly 
diftrcfTcd  the  trade. 

Hjs  been  in  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica.  When  firft 
at  Bridgetown,  his  imprclTion  as  to  the  treatment  of 
lUvts  by  their  general  appearance  was  trivial,  they 
were  natives,  hoiifhold  lervants,  and  thtir  labour 
very  light ;  but  was  imprclTed  with  tiie  ucmoft  horror 
on  feeing  the  field  flavcs,  foiiie  working  in  irons, 
under  the  lalh  of  an  inhuman  negro  driver,  and  their 
backs  in  general  lacerated  by  his  blows.  He  never  faw 
a  gang  without  one  or  two  of  thefc  tormentors,  fnap- 
ping  their  whips,  and  threatening  to  make  ihcm 
feel  them. 

Whun  at  Cape  Coafl  he  faw  flaves  brought  from 
the  interior  country,  who  were  bought,  he  believes, 
by  the  tlien  Governor,  Mr.  Norris.  He  examined 
them,  ana  they  appeared  much  concerned  at  coming 
P*44'  into  the  hands  of  Europeans  Dcjcftioii  and  defpair 
were  llrongly  painted  on  their  countenances.  When 
at  Bridgetown,  he  faw  in  the  poor-houfe  18  or  20 
fcamcn,  from  different  (lave  (hips.  Tliey  related  va- 
rious inltances  of  the  barbarities  of  tlieir  lace  com- 
manders, who  had  left  them  behind  without  any 
means  ot  getting  home.  They  fcemed  very  much 
emaciated,  and  Ibmc  of  them  ulcerated  and  in  a 
conditioo  in  which  ihey  faid  nvithci-  Wcit  Indiamcn 

nor 
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knew  one  overfeer,  remarkable  for  humanityj  who  1791- 
made  niore  fugar  with  fcwer>hands  than  others  did  ^^-'trsf 
wiih  more.    |n  his  opinion,   were  flaves  more  en- 
couraged and  more  humanely  treated,  they  would  dq 
much  more  work. 

Slaves  were  certainly  worfe  treated  when  their 
mailers  were  embarraflcd ;  for  their  diftrefles  ob- 
liged them  to  work  their  Oaves  beyond  their  ftrength, 
to  make  ftigars  to  pay  their  debts. 

The  planter's  rcfidence  was  of  the  grcateft  ad- 
vantage to  his  flaves.  They  were  always  the  bet- 
ter ufed  for  it  in  every  refpeft.  It  was  the  ge- 
neral opinion,  that  the  condu^  of  attornies  was  often 
inconfiftent  with  the  intered  of  non-refidents,  and 
in  many  cafes  very  injurious  to  them. 

It  is  well  known  there,  that  negro  women  havp 
no  fecurity   againft  violation^  unlefs   their  matters   ' 
choofe  to  proteft  them. 

He  never  thought  free  negroes  fufficiently  pro- 
tefted  againft:  injuries  from  whites  j  becaufe  their 
oaths  were  not  allowed,  except  in  cafes  of  debt. 

In  the  outlkirts  of  Kingtton,  he  has  always  fcen  k-  P.  gj, 
vera!  emaciated  and  difeafed  failors,  who  were  lefioq 
Ihore  by  maflers  of  Guiiicamen. 

1  he  Jamaica  flaves  were  generally  treated  very  ill» 
and  only  individuals  treated  them  well.  In  South 
Carolina,  the  flaves  were  in  general  treated  very  well, 
and  only  individuals  treated  them  ill.  In  S.  Caro- 
lina, they  were  well  fed,  well  clothed,  lefs  worked, 
and  never  fcvercly  whipped.  In  Jamaica  they  were 
badly  fed,  indifferently  clothed,  hard  worked,  and 
feverely  whipped.  In  S.  <^arolina,  the  negroes  la- 
boured by  ufk-work,  which  was  often  finilhed  by 
three  or  four  P.  M.  Which  enabled  them  to  work 
their  grounds,  and  to  hunt  and  BIh  for  themfclves. 
He  never  faw  a  driver  with  a  whip,  for  generally 
there  was  no  occafion  for  it,  as  they  worked  by  taflt. 

In  Dodtor  Harrifon's  opinion,  as  a  medical  man, 
the  climate  of  Jamaica  is  more  favourable  to  the  in- 
creaf?  of  Oaves  than  that  of  Carolina,  notwithltand- 
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1791.  ing  which  difadvantage^  Carolina  increafed  in  (iavesy 
while  thofe  in  Jamaica  decreafed.  Suflicient  atten- 
tion was  not  paid  to  the  rearing  of  negro  children 
even  in  Carolina,  becaufe  they  were  of  opinion  it  was 
cheaper  to  buy  new  negroes  than  to  rear  children. 


Witnefs  Examined,— Doftor  Jackson,  Phyficiuij 

Scockton-upon-Tees. 

*  •  54«  Went  to  Jamaica  in  1 774,  refided  there  four  years, 
chiefly  at  Savannah-la-Mar,  where  he  praAifed  me- 
dicine ;  his  profeiTion  led  him  daily,  eight,  ten,  or 
more  miles  into  the  country ;  has  occafionally  been, 
for  a  fhort  time,  at  mod  parts  of  the  ifland. 

On  his  arrival  found  the  condition  of  negroes  hard, 
and  their  treatment  cruel. 

Firft  thing  that  (hocked  him  was,  a  Creole  lady  (of 
fome  confequence)  fuperintending  the  puniflimentof 
her  flavcs,  male  and  female ;  ordering  the  number  of 
lafties,  and  with  her  own  hands  flogging  the  negro 
driver,  if  he  did  not  punifti  properly. 

Though  this  the  only  inftance  he  faw,  believes  it 
not  uncommon  for  women  of  rank  thus  to  fuper- 
intend  puniftinients  of  their  flaves  (p.  55) :  they 
were  not  worfc  received  in  fociety  for  it ;  it  might  be 
faid,  *^  fuch  a  one  is  a  termagant,"  but  fhc  was  not 
ibr  that  lefs  rcfpefted ;  it  was  indeed  thought  ne- 
cefTary  for  an  induftrious  wife  to  be  rigid  in  the  pu- 
nifliment  of  her  flaves. 

The  punifhment  feemed  to  him  very  fevere,  blood 
flowed  at  every  ftroke,  and  if  the  allotted  quantum 
could  not,  without  danger  to  life,  be  given  at  once, 
the  negro  was  put  into  the  (locks  for  fome  days,  and 
when   a  little  recruited,    received  the  reft  of  his 

flogging- 

As  to  mode  of  punifliing,  in  fome  cafes  the  offender 
was  tied  and  flood  upright ;  in  others  more  fevere, 
was  ftrctched  between  four  flakes,  fo  tight  that  he 

could 
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could  not  Ihrink  or  move ;  the  whip,  like  what  our  1791. 
waggoners  ufe,  was  thrown  at  the  diftance  of  three  *-n'"*<f 
or  four  paces,  which  of  courfc  greatly  increafed  the 
weight  of  the  laOies :  for  women  too  far  advanced  in 
pregnancy  to  be  llretched  Hat  on  the  ground,  a  hole 
was  dug  in  the  earth  to  receive  their  bellies ;  this 
laft  he  never  faw,  but  is  as  certain  of  it,  as  one  can 
be>  of  a  faifl  he  has  not  leen. 

Thinks  fcvere  whippings  fometimes  occalion  flave's 
death :  recollefts  a  negro  dying  under  the  lafti,  or 
very  foon  after ;  it  was  generally  faid  the  negro  was 
killed  by  it;  no  attempt  to  bring  the  perfon  toP*  5^* 
juftice:  people  faid  it  was  an  unfortunate  thing} 
were  furprized  the  man  was  not  more  cautious,  as  it 
was  not  the  firft  thing  of  the  kind  that  had  happened 
to  him  ;  but  chieSy  dwelt  upon  the  proprietor's  lofs. 

Has  feen  (laves  with  a  leg  cut  off,  for  running 
away,  he  was  told :  law  there  allows  owners  to  do 
fo.  Has  heard  of  negroes  caftrated  for  trefpafs  on 
overfeer's  black  miftrefs,  of  which  adt  no  account 
was  taken. 

-Never  knew  a  negro  complain  to  a  magiftrate  of 
his  mafter :  it  was  underftood  he  could  not  have 
legal  redrefs,  or  if  fo,  negroes  were  ignorant  of  it. 

In  genera],  no  attention  p^d  to  the  religious  in- 
Itruftion  of  Haves.  In  the  diftrid  where  he  lived, 
the  church  was  never  opened  but  for  a  company  of 
foldiers  quartered  there^  nor  to  introduce  marriage 
among  them.  Negro  men  cohabited  where  they 
pleafed.  White  men  had  unreftrained  intercourfeP.  57. 
with  plantation  females. 

Negroes  were  generally  eftcemed  a  fpccies  ofin- 
feriour  beings,  whom  the  right  of  purchafe'  gave 
the  owner  a  power  of  ufing  at  nis  will. 

After  much  knowledge  of  them,  he  could  not  per- 
ceive them  at  all  inferiour  to  unlettered  white  men 
in  capacity.  As  to  difpofition,  theyi  poflefs  many 
amiable  qualities.  They  are  charitable  to  all  in  dif- 
trefsi  parents  flrongly  attached  to  their  children; 
and  many  have  given  ftrongeft  proofs  of  gratitude 
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1791.       He  has  oft?n  heard  (laves  lament  iheir  unfortu- 

»*N^^  nati-  fuuation.  A  ntgro  man  once  aflted  him,  whe- 
'thtr  the  olJ  gentlemen  ol  the  country  bad  npt  much 
to  anfwer  for,  tor  not  tcaclung  them  Chriftianity, 
an'1  lor  tre->ting  them  to  cruelly  as  they  did,  not 
a'l'wing  them  to  obtain  their  own  freedom  when 
they  merited  it. 

A  ncgM  boy  of  his,  detefted  flavcry  fo  much,  that 
be  reluicd  all  fupport,  vyhich  brought  on  adroi-fy 
t!  at  killed  him.  Anodicr  negro,  who  had  been  a 
great  man  in  his  own  country,  ret'ufcd  to  work  for 
any  white  man,  and  being  therefore  pooiCbcd  by 
thf  civofecr,  deQrcd  htm  to  it^U  his  matler,  that  hc 
wouKi  oe  a  (lave  10  no  man.  His  maftrr  ordered 
him  to  i>c  removed  to  another  eltaie.  His  hands 
were  lied  behind  him,  and  in  going  over  a  bridge  he 
jilTipcd  into  the  w  tc,  and  appcTcil  no  more.  Thefe 
an-  two  i'ai'.s  ot  Dr.  Harr'fon's  own  knowledge,  out 
of  a  gr  ai  many  which  he  ca"not  now  recoUctt. 

P,  51.  A  flave  ot  hi.s  cold  him  the  had  been  kidnapped, 
by  be-no  put  in  a  bag.  A  man  who  was  kidnapped 
toid  him  ht  was  a  great  many  montiis  in  travelling 
to  ihf  lea,  tnac  there  was  a  craffitk  for  Haves  10  Icil 
to  tiic  whites,  even  lieyond  hib  country,  and  that 
kikifiapping  was  common  there. 

Sales  ol  the  fave  of  diltre/Tcd  proprietors  were 
frequent  over  all  the  iilanJ,  when  tami  ies  were  of- 
ten icpaiated.  He  bouLiht  a  negr>i  woman  and  child 
out  or  compafiion,  th-.t  fhe  might  not  be  taken  from 
her  hutband.  When  mgioes  are  leized  for  debt, 
tlie  matftiai  rakes  them  as  iie  can  find  them,  which 
generally  leaves  a  part  of  tlie  family  on  theellaie; 
though  when  he  chances  to  Icize  a  whole  ramdy, 
he  hai  known  [hem  put  al:  up  in  one  lot ;  but  gene- 
rally part  only  of  a  family   was  lb  leizcd. 

He  has  htard  feveral  ovcrlirers  fay,  the  plough 
would  l'.ive  a  great  deal  of  negro-labour,  and  lament 
It  was  n,)t  ukd. 

P.  52,  Cjeneral  opjiiun  favoured  thofe  overfecrs  who  made 
moft  fugar,  with  lutlc  or  no  refpeCt  to  lenity  i   but  he 

knew 
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work  of  three  negroes  in' the  Weft  Indies  j  becaufe  1791. 
the  (lave  leeing  no  end  to  his  labour,  ftands  over  the  ^•"••^•^ 
work,  and  only  throws  the  hoc  to  avoid  the  lafli,  hc^-  59- 
appears  to  work  without  actually  working. 

A  planter's  intcreft  well  underftood,  would  doubt-  ■ 
lefs  prevent  his  wearing  out  his  flavcs  by  eitccfljve 
labour ;  but,  there  are  few  ii>  circumftances  to  at- 
tend to  thia :  they  look  to  the  immediate  returns  of 
the  feafon  only ;  the  other  is  a  view  too  diftant  for 
the  moft  of  them. 

The  flaves  of  refident  owners  are  generally  better 
fatisfied  than  thofe  of  abfcntees. 

The  criterion  of  a  manager's  merit  feemed  to  be  the 
increafing  the  number  of  hhds  of  fugar;  keeping  up 
the  ftock  of  (laves  by  breeding,  was  not  the  thing 
principally  looked  to. 

Managers  have  alinoft  always  Haves  of  their  own. 

Field  flaves  have  land  given  them,  fufficicnt  if  in  P.  60. 
good  culture,  for   their  fubfiftence,  and  fomething 
over  to  carry  to  market.    Many  are  allowed  to  keep 
a  breeding  low,  or  fome  poultry ;  in  general  they 
have  no  other  property. 

As  a  medical  man,  is  of  opinion  that  white  arti- 
fleers  may,  and  actually  do,  work  at  their  trade  in 
the  Weft  Indies;  that  Europeans  are,  with  proper 
caution,  equal  to  the  ordinary  field  labour,  without 
any  material  injury  to  health-,  he  knows  from  per- 
fonal  experience,  they  may  fajfely  walk  20,  30,  or 
more  miles  a  day. 

The  mortality  among  the  troops  may  be  afcribed 
more  to  want  of  difcipline,  encampments  on  un- 
healthy fpots,  immoderate  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquon, 
and  perhaps  defeats  in  the  medical  department,  thaa 
to  climate. 

D'd  not  perceive  any  great  defeat  in  the  medical 
treatment  of  flaves,  every  eftate  being  provided  with 
a  medical  perfan  who  vifits  the  negro  hofpital   atp.  61. 
Aated  times  in  the  week,  and  in  extraordinary  cafes 
gives  immediate  attendance  when  called. 

Numb.  4.  E  The 
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1791.   ing  which  difadvantage,  Carolina  incrcafed  in  fiavfs, 
'  while  ihofc  in  Jamaica  decreafcd.     Sufficient  aiim- 
lion  was  not  paid  ro  the  rearing  of  negro  children 
even  in  Carolina,  bccaufc  they  were  of  opinion  it  was 
cheaper  to  buy  new  negroes  than  to  rear  children. 
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"Witncfs  Examined, Doflor  Jack,son,  PhyficH 

Stockton-upon-Tecs, 

Went  to  Jamaica  in  1774,  refided  there  four  years, 
chiefly  at  Savannah-!a-Mar,  where  he  prafttfcd  me- 
dicine i  his  profelTion  led  him  daily,  eight,  ten,  or 
more  miles  into  the  country-,  has  occafionally  been, 

for  a  (hort  time,  at  rnofl  parts  of  the  ifland. 

On  his  arrival  found  the  condition  ot  negroes  hard, 
and  their  treatment  cruel. 

Firft  thing  that  fhocked  him  was,  a  creole  lady  (of 
fome  conftquence)  fiiperintendin:;  the  punidimentof 
her  llavt's,  male  and  female;  ordirring  the  number  ot 
lafhcs,  and  with  licr  own  hands  flogging  the  negro 
driver,  if  he  did  nut  piinifh  properly. 

Though  this  the  only  inllancc  he  faw,  believes  it 
not  uncommon  for  women  of  rank  thus  to  fupcr- 
iniend  punifhments  of  their  (laves  (p.  55I  :  they 
were  not  worfe  received  in  focicty  for  it ;  it  might  be 
fajd,  "  fuch  a  one  is  a  termagant,"  but  flie  was  not 
for  tliat  lels  rdpected  ;  it  was  indeed  thought  ne- 
cedary  tor  an  jndullrious  wife  to  be  rigid  in  the  pu- 
nilhment  of  her  (laves. 

The  punilhmcnt  fccmed  to  him  very  fevere,  blood 
flowed  at  every  (troke,  and  if  the  allotted  quantum 
could  not,  without  danger  to  life,  be  given  at  once, 
the  negro  was  put  into  the  Hocks  for  fome  days,  and 
when  a  little  recruited,  received  the  reit  of  his 
Bogging, 

As  to  mode  of  pimifhing,  in  fome  cafes  theofFender 
was  tied  and  (lood  upright ;  in  others  more  fevere, 
was  Itretched  between  four  Itakes,  (b  tiglit  that  he 

could 
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might  do  their  maften  work  with  \t&  kverity,  and   1791. 
without  the  whip.  *—*-«* 

Has  ken  »  negro  woman  fio^;ed  with  ebony 
buOies,  fo  that  the  fkin  of  her  bock  was  taken  off 
down  to  her  heels  t  fhe  was  then  turned  round  and 
flog^d  from  her  breaft  down  to  her  waift,  and  in 
confequence  he  faw  her  afterwards  waking  upon  all- 
four,  and  unable  to  get  up.  He  alfo  faw  a  negro  man 
tied  up  by  the  wrifU,  naked,  picketted  and  Bo^ed 
with  two  whips  j  driver  ftopped  for  lome  minutes 
and  then  bc^n  again.  The  punilbmcnt  might  laft 
an  hour  and  a  half,  and  was  not  by  order  of  a  ma-> 

?;i{lrate,  but  privately  by  the  overfcer.  At  Kin^fton 
aw  a  negro  flowed  by  his  mafter  with  a  two  inch 
rope,  from  his  neck  to  the  waiftband,  lb  that  his 
back  and  body  rofe  in  lumjps  as  big  as  a  man's  {in- 
ger.  He  has  feen  feveral  fo  fevercly  flogged  as  to 
be  difabled  from  working  for  days,  and  even  weeks 
after. 

Was  acquainted  with  a  mafter  who  cut  off*  thep.  64. 
cars  of  a  Have  running  away,  and  acknowledged  cba 
{a&  to  him.  Saw  tlie  flave  both  before  and  tfberi 
and  feveral  others  he  has  alfo  ieen  with  one  ear  cut 
off*.  He  has  known  often  feverity  of  punilhnient, 
with  bad  care  afterwards,  occafion  the  death  of  ne- 
groes. 

Law  limits  number  of  lafliet  to  be  given  in  private 
punifhment  to  39,  but  has  known  negroes  receive 
200  at  a  time  by  order  of  overlcers,  where  the  law 
would  only  give  3^.  Never  knew  an  overfcer  pu- 
nilbed  for  inni&ing  them. 

Is  fure  they  were  infliAed  t^  overlecrs  for  crimei 
which  the  law  upon  conviction  would  not  have  pu- 
nilhed  with  death. 

It  is  underftood  if  a  Qave  applied  to  a  magiftraCe 
he  could  get  redrefs  for  exceflive  punifliment,  or  wan- 
ton cruelty  on  the  part  of  his  mailer  or  other  white 
perfon.  In  towns  he  has  frequeatly  known  tbeni 
apply,  but  not  ia  the  country. 


1791. 


w. 
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and  attachment  to  their  maflers.  To  mention  ooi 
inflancc  of  this;  during  the  American  war,  in  ite 
adion  at  the  Cow  Pan,  a  negro  cha  was  attached  to 
him,  had  cfcaped  with  the  fugitives  of  the  army  to 
a  diftanceof  two  or  three  miles;  when,  hearing  from 
fomc  foldiers  that  his  maftcr  had  been  fren  unhorfrd, 
he  returned  to  the  fitld  to  fcarch  for  him,  and  feU 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

They  often  complain  they  are  an  opprefied  peDplC} 
that  they  fuffcr  in  this  world,  but  cxpcd  hlppincfs  in 
the  next,  whilft  they  denounce  the  vengeance  of 
God  on  the  white  men  their  oppreflbrs  :  if  you  Ipeak 
to  them  of  future  pumlhments  they  fay,  '*  Why 
**  ftiould  a  poor  nrero  be  punilhed :  he  docs  no 
"  wrong  J  fiery  cauldrons,  and  fuch  things,  are  re- 
"  fcrveJ  for  white  people,  as  punifhments  for  the  op- 
*'  prcIT^on  of  llavcs." 
P.  cS.  Wert  flavcs  well  iifrd  he  cannot  conceive  why  they 
fl-ioiild  H'  t  Itecp  up  their  numbers :  they  are  naturally 
prnlifick,  and  the  idands  are  in  general  congenial  to 
their  conltiiutiun^. 

The  buying  fyllem  w.is  generally  preferred.  Sup- 
pofes,  they  arc  frequently  loft,  from  mcthers  being 
forced  to  work  while  nurfes,  as  at  oiiier  times,  and  fo 
becoming  indifferent  to  rearing  their  children;  not 
that  they  want  parental  afTedmn,  but  hard  ufage, 
and  the  idea  of  rearing  eluldren  lu!ijcrt  ii>  ltucI  treat- 
ment, leads  ihcm  to  wilh  their  offspring  may  fail. 
Has  heard  thim  wifh  them  dead,  or  th.it  they  had 
never  been  born,  rather  than  be  forced  to  fee  them 
daily  punilhed  :  hence  alio  they  are  liippol'ed  to  pro- 
cure abortion,  to  which  motive  may  be  added,  a  tear 
in  fuch  a's  are  Imndfome,  to  diniin.lh  their  charms  in 
the  eyes  of  white  nii.  n. 

Slaves  whole  owners  are  in  embamfTcd  circum- 
fiaoLCS  are  ill  clothed,  hard  workcu,  and  poorly  ted. 
P.  59.  In  general,  he  conliders  the  hardlhip  of  negro  field 
labour  to  be  tnore  in  the  mode,  than  in  the  quantity 
done.  A  wl;iie  man  in  England  would,  doubtlcis, 
though  not  fuperiour  in  Ilrength,  do  with  calc  the 

work 
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and  had  therefore  a  great  attachment  to  flaves;  but  1791. 
as  to  having  redrefs  from  Mr.  French  as  a  magiftrate,  ^^"yr^ 
he  never  underftood  he  had  any. 

Does  not  know  if  the  perfon  who  beat  out  the 
flavc's  eye  was  his  owner  or  only  one  hired  by  him. 
A   dozen   white   perfons  were  prefcnt  at   the  time. 
Does  not  know  that  the  man  was  ever  called  to  anP,  Sy. 
account  for  it. 

There  is  a  law  in  Jamaica  forbidding  owners  at 
one  time  and  for  one  crimt-,  to  give  more  than  39 
lathes  to  a  flave,  and  if  (uffi:  ient  evid*ncf*  were  pro- 
duced he  has  no  doubt  that  the  tranrgrcfTor  might  be 
called  to  an  account  by  a  magiftrate,  but  the  evi- 
dence of  a  negro  is  not  good  againft  a  white  man. 

He  has  feen  ovcrfeers  give  acove  aoo  laflies,  and 
afterwards  flog  flaves  about  the  head  and  flioulders 
with  a  cow  flcin  •,  he  never  heard  of  one  being  called 
to  account  for  it  before  a  magiftrate. 

He  faw  Mr.  John  Shackle  a  magiftrate  in  Jamaica 
flog  a  negro  three  times  in  one  day  ;  at  breakfafl: 
time;  dinner  time;  and  at  fix  in  the  evening.  The 
negro  was  in  the  flocks  between  the  floggings.  No 
publick  notice  was  taken  of  it. 

As  to  perfons  commonly  reputed  to  have  mur- 
dered negroes-— 


he  had  hanged  a  negro  on  a  pofl:  clofe  to  his  houfe,p  gg^ 
and  in  three  years  dellroycd  40  out  of  60  by  fevcricy. 


He  has  known  flaves  feverely  pnniflied,  then  put 
into  the  flocks,  a  catrle  chain  of  60  lb.  or  70  lb. 
weight  put  on  them,  and  a  l^rge  collar  about  their 
necks,  and  a  weight  of  56  lb.  faftencd  to  the  chain 
when  they  we;c  drove  afield.  They  otten  die  in  a  tew 
days  of  their  feverc  puniflinnents,  for  having  but  Ltrlc 

food^ 
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»79i.       The  manager  vifiiing  the  fick  along  with  the  fiir- 
*'''>r**  geon,  from  his  firft  entering  u  a  book-keqjcr,  be- 
comes equal  to  the  rrcaiment  of  flight  complaints  :  in 
general  there  is  a  flavc  on  each  cftate  wiio  can  1« 
blood,  and  do  other  common  things. 

Superanuated  Haves  who  have  no  relations,  arc, 
he  believes,  often  placed  at  the  corner  of  a  com  field, 
and  have  a  few  plantanes  weekly  to  keep  them  from 
dying  with  hunger  j  fuch  of  them  as  6c  has  fecn, 
were,  dirty  and  emaciated  to  the  laft  degree. 

What  flaves  have  occafion  to  carry,  they  bear  on 
their  heads,  and  can  carry  great  weight  in  this  way. 
Runaways  are  brought  back  by  the  Marooas. 
P.  62.  Has  been  in  America :  joined  his  regiment  (71ft) 
in  1778,  atYorklfland,  accompanied  it  toSava^uhi 
iravcrfed  all  the  fouthern  provinces  with  the  army  to 
York-Town,  Virginia  ;  on  its  liirrender,  paQird 
through  IVIar)-land,  Pcnnfylvania,  and  Jtrfey,  to 
New- York.  The  negroes  of  America  appeared  to 
great  advantage  compared  with  thofe  of  Jamaica*, 
their  ideas  were  more  expanded,  and  their  bodily 
exertions  greater. 

Thrice  more  domefticks  are  kept  in  Jamaica  than 
would  be  in  England  for  the  fame  work. 


Witnefs  Examined, — Capt.  Rodert  Ross. 

P.  6j.  Captain  Robert  Rofs  was  from  1762  to  1786  in 
Jamaica.  For  three  years  and  a  half  he  was  book- 
keeper then  on  Mr.  Uawkm's  eftatf  ;  he  was  in  I'uc- 
celTion  overfcer  on  Mr.  Morant's,  Lord  Dudley's, 
Dr.  Rofs's,  and  Mr.  M'Iclian's;  he  then  com- 
manded a  company  of  rangers  for  fix  years  j  fettled 
a  property  ot  his  own  in  ly^pj  ;  rcfiJcd  on  it  from 
178 :  to  1706,  wlu-n  he  ciiiic  home. 

rirft   inipre(i;on  on   faint;   the  trt-atment  of  Hayes 
was,    that  they    were  crucily  tieatcd,  and  that  [*-<-y 
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and  patiently  take  lo  to  15,  or  ao  laflies:  but  thofe  1791. 
who  could  not  ftand  without  (hrinking,  were  fure  to  *-*r**» 
be  ftretched  on  the  ground,  or  held  by  four  of  their 
fellows,  till  they  had  received  their  compliment. 
This  flight  whipping,  as  it  is  generally  called,  is  car- 
ried on,  more  or  Urs,  all  day.  In  a  gang  of  about  loc^ 
are  generally  four  or  five  black  drivers,  with  each  a 
whipi  and  in  moft  fields,  one  or  two  white  drivers  who 
have  only  fticks  to  lean  on,  while  they  ftand  along 
the  line,  and  dire£t  the  black  drivers  to  touch  up  thofe 
they  think  remifs.  About  eight  o'clock  the  oveiv 
feer  goes  to  breakfaft,  and  if  he  has  any  criminals  at 
home,  he  orders  a  black  driver  to  follow  him  ;  for 
it  is  then  ufual  to  take  fuch  out  of  the  ftocks,  and  Ao^ 
them  before  the  overfecr's  hotrfe.  The  method  ge- 
nerally is  this  :  the  delinquent  is  Gripped  and  tied  on 
a  ladder,  his  legs  to  the  fides,  and  his  arms  above 
his  head,  and,  lometimes  a  rope  is  tied  round  his 
middle.  The  driver  whips  him  on  the  bare  (kin,  and 
if  the  overfeer  thinks  he  does  not  lay  it  on  hard 
enough,  he  fometimes  knocks  him  down,  with  his 
own  hand,  or  makes  him  chan^  places  with  the  de- 
linquent, and  be  feverely  whipped.  Has  known 
many  receive  on  the  ladder,  from  ioo  to  150  lalhes, 
and  fome  two  cool  hundreds,  as  they  are  generally 
called.  Has  known  many  returned  to  confinement, 
and,  in  i,  3,  or  three  days,  brought  to  the  ladder, 
and  receive  the  fame  complement,  or  thereabouts, . 
as  before.  They  feldom  take  them  off  the  ladder, 
until  all  the  (kin,  from  the  hams  to  the  fmall  of  the 
back,  appears  only  raw  flefh  and  blood,  and  then 
they  wa(fa  the  pans  with  fait  pickle.  Thisappea'cd 
to  him,  from  the  convulfions  it  occafioned,  more 
cruel  than  the  whipping-,  but  was  done  to  prevent 
raortificatiun.  Has  known  many,  after  fuch  whip- 
ping, fent  to  the  field,  under  a  guard,  and  worked 
all  day,  with  no  food  but  what  their  friends  might 
give  them,  out  of  their  own  poor  pittance.  He  has 
known  them  returned  to  the  ftocks  at  night,  and 
worked  next  day,  fucceflivcly.    This  cruel  whi^- 
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1791.       General  mode  of  punithing  flaves  in  the  towns  is 

^^-v-**   by  ffnding  ihcm  to  wharfs  or  workhoul'cs,  where  ihcy 

p.  65.   are  puniJhed  at  the  will  of  their  owners.     In  towns 

where  the  magiftracc  was  nigh  at  hand,  underilaiKto 

they  gave  rcdrcfs  to  the  flaves  nyho  applied  aa  belbi< 

for  it. 

^or  fomc  years  he  rcfidt'd  near  the  town,  but  not 
in  any  ot  them,  and  in  that  period  he  has  known 
many  inftanccs  of  fcvetity.  Numbers  earned  to  the 
wharfs  at  various  tlme^. 

Inftances  of  extreme  leverJiy  already  ftaied  were  all 
at  that  time  praiftired  in  the  country.  Generality  of 
the  field-negroes  in  every  place  were  more  or  Icfs 
marked  with  the  whip. 

Has  known  many  negroes  on  their  firft  arrival,  finding 
thcmfclves  to  be  flaves,  deftroy  themfelves;  and  fome 
alio  on  IcL-ing  du-ir  tVllov.'  crf.inirt-^  i^'iri'dv  d.  '[  ht-y 
often  run  away  too  for  tear  ot  the  whip,  and  of  be- 
ing flo^;',td  tor  neglfd  of  duty.  'I  lie  overfecrs  are 
ficquentiy  turned  out  ot  place  for  ovciwhipping, 
when  roinpLiinc  is  made  to  the  mailer  or  magiftrate, 
and  tluTciore  the  overteers  are  now  more  lenient  in 
tlieir  jninifhments  than  tbniierlv. 

Overleers  alio  are  more  attLfitive  now  to  keeping 
up  the  Hock  of  (laves  by  breed'ng  than  formerly. 
P»  66,  L'xfept  Lord  Dudley's  ellate,  he  kno\ss  of  rone 
whJLh   were  not  obliged  to  buy  Haves, 

1  here  has  been  a  connderable  incrcafe  of  llaves 
on  the  eliate  of  Mcffrs.  Miiir  and  Atkmfun,  and  on 
Mr.  Malcolm's  eiiate,  where  the  overleers  have 
taken  gicai  care  01  the  fiaves  both  old  ami  yniing, 
and  ftiidicd  conflantly  to  promote  their  mallei's  inte- 
reft.    I'hefe  the  only  inllancesof  the  kind  fie  knows. 

A  negro  can  have  no  icdrefs  lor  pun'lhinent  from 
a  magiltrate.  What  induced  him  to  lav  th.it  a  (lave 
could  obiain  legal  rcdreh  was,  th.it  a  nepro  who  was 
fiopged  ut  tl-.e  wharf  at  Kinglton,  anil  .ifterw^t  ds  w.is 
fo  beaten  .ibout  the  head,  that  }jis  eye  w.,s  k^Qc!^cd 
out,  ,',nd  lay  upon  his  check,  faid  that  he  would  go 
Ihew  his  eye  to  Mr.  French,  who  kept  a  negro  wench, 

and 
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"  off  the  ground.  The  overfecr  locked  the  door,  1791. 
"  and  took  the  key  with  him,  until  I  now  returned  '-^"•^ 
**  with  a  flave  into  the  ftocks,  and  found  her  dead."  P*  73*1 
Mr.  C.  faid,  "You  have  killed  herj  I  heard  her 
*'  cry  all  the  afternoon."  He  anfwcred,  "  D — n 
*'  her  for  an  old  b — h,  Ihe  was  good  for  nothing, 
*<  what  lignifics  killing  fuch  an  old  woman  as  her," 
Mr.  C.  faid,  "  Bakewell,  you  (hock  me,'*  and  left 
him.  The  next  morning,  his  men  told  him,  they 
had  helped  to  bury  her  j  fo  here  it  reded,  till  ano> 
ther  affair  brought  it  on  the  carpet  The  pouhry 
keeper,  a  girl  about  1 1  or  I3  years  of  age,  brought 
the  overfeer  a  young  duck  that  had  died,  to  clear 
herfelf  of  having  killed  ttj  that  not  facisfying  him, 
he  beat  her  very  feverely  himfclf,  and  then  forced 
her  to  eat  up  the  duck  guts,  feathers  and  all,  chreac- 
ening  her  with  5  times  as  much  beating,  if  fhe  did 
not.  The  gtrl  thinking  more  would  kill  her,  tore 
and  eat  every  bit  of  it.  In  the  evening  the  com- 
plained to  her  mother,  who  went,  at  night,  and  com- 
plained to  Mr.  Beckford's  attorney,  of  that  ami  orher 
cruelties  of  the  overfeer  i  and  for  one,  the  ftory  of 
old  Quaflieba,  referring  for  proof  of  all,  to  Mr. 
Coor,  who  was  all  the  time  on  the  eftate.  Ihe  at- 
torney fent  for  him,  Mr.  C.  to  wait  on  him  next 
morning,  which  he  did,  and  told  him  old  Qyafheba'sP.  73, 
(lory,  as  related.  He  was  very  angry  at  him,  aflcing 
him  how  he  could  fee  his  matter's  flaves  murdered 
fo,  without  telling  him  (the  attorney)  of  it.  He 
faid  it  was  not  his  bufinefs  to  tell  him,  but  fuch 
cruelties  were  fo  common  on  the  eftates,  that  he  had 
thought  no  more  of  it.  The  overfeer  fuffered  no  le- 
gal punilhment.  The  attorney  appeared  very  angry 
with  him,  at  the  time,  but  all  was  fettled,  and  he 
went  on  as  ufual  for  about  half  a  year,  when  he 
was  difmiffed,  Mr.  C.  cannot  exactly  fay  for  what. 

He  thought  the  treatment  by  the  overfecrs  inp,  74, 
general,  very  fevere.     He  did  not  think  this  fcvc- 
rity  necefiaryj  for  many  fubftantial  rcafon^  be  could 
Numb.  4.  F  g^ive. 


I  W.    I  K  D  t  E  9.  Ross. 

l^rgi.  food,  and  little  care,  to  k«ep  the  forts  clear  after 
h^vo  whipping,  their  death  Is  often  the  conle<^ucnce. 
Has  known  negroes  flogged  as  unwiMing  to  w 
who  were  in  fad  fick  and  unable  to  work,  they  cotjl 
not  work  for  many  weeks  after,  and  the  caufc 
often  want  of  food. 

W  litre  there  are  many  negroes  the  work  muft  be 
*.  69.  lighter,  but  it  depends  on  the  lenity  ot  overfeers. 

Bought  59  African  negroes,  but  wat  never  forttd 
to  buy  any  one  he  did  noc  like,  with  a  view  of — - 
feparacing  relatives. 


1 


WitneTs  Examined,— Mr.  HsMiiy  CoOR,  of  Scul^ 
Yorkfhire,  Cent.  ^ 

*.  65.  Was  in  Jamaica  15  years,  ending  1774,  as  a  mill- 
wriglic,  chiefly  in  Weftmoreland,  but  did  bufinefs  in 
three  other  parifhes. 

After  he  had  been  near  18  months  there,  he  had 
16  or  20  (laves  under  his  drrcclion,  H-d  about  20 
of  his  own,  whom  he  made  mill-wrighis  and  car- 

'.  70.  pentt-rs,  among  Mr.  Beckford's  negroes.  After  they 
learnt  their  bufinefs,  he  became  partner  with  one 
David  Thomas,  who  fuperintended  his  Mr,  (Coor's) 
flavcs,  with  a  few  of  his  own. 

Had  great  opportunities  of  obfcrving  field-ne- 
grces'  treatment ;  was  on  feveral  ellates  daily,  and 
had  people  contlantly  working  there.  Generally 
brcakfaltcd,  and  often  dined  with  overfeers,  and  faw 
all  their  aftions  as  much  as  any  man  poflibly  could. 
Overfeers  fciting  flaves  to  work,  in  the  morning, 
was  molUy  attended  with  loud  peels  of  whipping. 
Obfcrved  when  overfeers  came  early  to  the  field, 
(laves  who  came  afterwards  were  fure  of  whipping 
over  the  clothes.  Breeches  for  the  men,  and  peciicoats 
for  the  women,  generally  of  coarfe  lineo.  In  this 
cafe,  a  few  Heps  before  they  join  the  gang,  they 
throw  down  the  hoe,  clap  both  hands  on  their  heads, 

and 


W.  I  H  D  I  £  S.  C  O  O  ».  43 

They  were  grateful  in  the  hieheft  degree.    On  Sun-  179'* 
day,  they  often  would  bring  him  a  fowl,  as  a  prefect,  '•"v^* 
and  never  killed  a  hog,  but  they  favcd  fome  choice 
pare  for  him.    He  could  mention  a  variety  of  other 
inftances  of  their  gratitude  and  afTeftion  to  him. 

An  eftate,  at  which  he  did  bufmefs  at  times,  in  his 
neighbourhood,  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Dunn,  was  a 
fmall  one  when  he  firftwent  there,  not  from  want  of 
land,  but  of  negroes.  Ic  then  made  about  50  hhds. 
of  fugar.  He  worked  his  Haves  moderately,  and  his 
wife  took  grcatcareof  the  Tick,  lying-in  women  andP.  8S. 
children,  who  fcemed  to  fwarm  on  this  eftate,  and 
he  never  heard  any  complaint  of  the  locked  jaw  there. 
To  Mr.  C's  knowledge,  in  a  few  years,  this  eftate 
doubled  its  produce,  and  before  he,  Mr.  C.  left  Ja- 
maica, he  had  fettled  another  thriving  eftate,  under 
his  eldeft  fon,  which  then  made  about  60  hhds,  and 
all,  to  the  befl  of  his  koowledge,  had  arifen  out  of 
the  fmall  Hock  of  (laves  before-mentioned,  except 
fix  new  negroes  bought.  He  could  not  but  havcF-  89. 
known  ic,  had  more  been  bought.  A  neighbour^ 
ing  eftate  to  this,  whofe  fituation  was  far  fuperior  for 
health  and  eafe  in  getting  prorifions,  yet  perpetually 
decreafed  in  flaves,  owing,  in  his,  and  other  peoples 
opinions,  to  inhuman  treatment.  The  owner,  wh^ 
managed  it  himfelf,  very  often,  to  Mr.  C's  know- 
ledge, bought  20,  30,  or  40  new  flaves  at  a  lot,  and, 
in  about  10  or  1 1  years,  the  eftate  was  very  much 
reduced,  both  in  produce  and  negroes  %  fo  that  from 
good  circumftances,  his  credit  was  in  that  time  re- 
duced to  a  very  low  ebb,  which,  he  verily  believes, 
arofe  from  ill-treating  his  Haves.     It  would  be  to  no 

lurpofe  to  tell  the  particulars.     Some  inftances  of 

'  s  capricious  cruelties  arc  too  bad  to  relate. 
He  has  always  thought  the  rearing  of  children  weU 
worth  the  planter's  notice  j  but  fo  inatteniive  did  he 
always  find  them  to  it,  that  he  has  heard  overfeer^ 
fay,  they  would  far  rather  the  children  fhould  die 
than  live  ;  nor  did  he  ever  fee  any  proper  prepara- 
tion, for  the  reception  of  them.  The  lides  of  th.e 
F  2  'wa?.^ 


l\ 
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179^'  ping,  hard  working,  and  flarving,  has,  lo  his  know- 
i^v^^  Ifdgc,  maJc  uiany  commit  fuicidc.  Rcmcmbcri  14 
flaves,  wlio,  from  baJ  ircatincnt,  rebelled  on  a  Sun- 
day,  ran  into  the  wood*,  and  all  cut  ilicir  throats  to- 
gciher.  He  could  relate  feveral  other  ir.ftanccs, 
(p.  74.)  He  has  been  often  a  jurymin  in  fiuch.  cafes, 
add  remembers  no  other  verdi^  given  that  **  Felo 
"  dc  fc,"  and  except  once,  never  knew  it  oppofcd, 
and  that  was  a  flavc  on  William's  Field  cftate,  who 
was  whipped  by  order  of  the  ovcrfeer,  and  afcefT 
wards  beaten  by  him  moll  inhtimanly  with  a  ftaff 
over  his  head.  Thr  negro  told  iiioi  he  had  broke 
his  arm,  which  he  held  up  to  ward  off  the  blow  1 
P.  72.  yet  he  kept  on  beating  him,  till  the  man  fprang  off", 
and  next  morning  was  found  hanging  to  a  tree.  An 
eye-witnefs  declared,  in  evidence,  he  believed  the 
ntgni's  anil  wis  broke,  and  that  tins  cruel  treatment 
made  him  kill  himlVlf.  A  dodor  agreed  the  arm 
w.i^  iiiiich  Twi-llcd,  but  could  no:  lay  ic  was  broke. 
Afier  a  long  cimv.is,  the  veidici:  was,  as  ufual,  felf 
iiu;rdi-r.  the  Gald  Coaft  ntgroes,  v.'hen  driven  to 
delpair,  bv  liarlh  iilage,  always  cut  their  throats; 
and  thofe  of  the  molt  n.ljiid  cuuntty,  moflly  hang 
therii!"clvcs. 

Once,  when  dining  with  an  overfcer,  an  old  wo- 
man, who  had  run  away  a  few  davs,  was  brought 
home,  with  her  hands  tied  behind.  After  dinner, 
the  overfccr,  with  a  clerk,  named  BakewcU,  took  the 
wuinan,  thus  tied,  to  the  liot  houfc,  a  place  for  the 
lick,  and  where  the  (locks  arc  in  one  of  the  rooms. 
Mr.  Coor  went  to  work  in  the  mill  about  100  yards 
off,  and  hearing  a  molt  diftrefsful  cry  from  that 
houfc,  heaflted  his  men,  who,  and  what  it  was,  ihey 
faid  they  thought  it  was  old  Quaflietia.  About  5 
o'clock  the  noifc  ceafcd,  and  about  the  time  he  was 
leaving  work,  Bakewell  came  to  him,  apparently  in 
great  ipirits,  and  faid,  "*  Weil,  Mr.  Coor,  oid  Qi.ia- 
*'  (heba  is  dead.  We  took  her  to  the  fturks  room; 
"  the  overfccr  threw  a  rope  over  the  beam  ,  J  was 
**  jack  ketch,  and  hauled  her  up,  till  her  feet  was 

"  off 
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They  were  eratefu!  in  the  higheft  degree.    On  Sun-  ^79^. 
day,  they  often  would  bring  him  a  fowl,  as  a  prefcnt,  *-"V*^ 
and  never  killed  a  hog,  but  they  faved  fome  choice 
part  for  him.     He  could  mention  a  variety  of  other 
inftanccs  of  their  gratitude  and  afFcdion  to  him. 

An  cftate,  at  which  he  did  bufincfs  at  times,  in  his 
neighbourhood,  belonging  to  a  Mr,  Dunn,  was  a 
fmall  one  when  he  firft  went  there,  not  from  want  of 
land,  but  of  negroes.  It  then  made  about  50  hhds. 
of  fugar.  He  worked  his  Haves  moderately,  and  his 
wife  took  great  care  of  the  lick,  lying-tn  women  andp.  88. 
children,  who  feemed  to  fwarm  on  this  eftate,  and 
he  never  heard  any  complaint  of  the  locked  jaw  chere. 
To  Mr.  C's  knowledge,  in  a  few  years,  this  eftate 
doubled  its  produce,  and  before  he,  Mr.  C.  left  Ja- 
maica, he  had  fettled  another  thriving  eftate,  under 
his  cideft  Ton,  which  then  made  about  60  hhds.  and 
all,  to  the  bell  of  his  knowledge,  had  arifcn  out  of 
the  fmall  ftock  of  (laves  before-mentioned,  except 
fix  new  negroes  bought^  He  could  not  but  haveP-  89. 
known  it,  had  more  been  bought.  A  neighbourr 
ing  eftate  to  this,  whofe  ficuation  was  far  fupcrior  for 
health  and  eafe  in  getting  provifions,  yet  perpetually 
decreafed  in  flaves,  owing,  in  his,  and  other  peoples 
opinions,  to  inhuman  treatment.  The  owner,  whp 
managed  it  himfelf,  very  often,  to  Mr.  C's  know- 
ledge, bought  20,  30,  or  40  new  flaves  at  a  lot,  and, 
in  about  loor  n  years,  the  eftate  was  very  much 
reduced,  both  in  produce  and  negroes  }  fo  that  from 
good  circumftances,  his  credit  was  in  that  tirne  re- 
duced to  a  very  low  ebb,  which,  he  verily  believes, 
arofe  from  ill-treating  his  Qaves.  It  would  be  to  no 
purpofe  to  tell  the  particulars.  Some  inftances  of 
his  capricious  cruelties  are  too  bad  to  relate. 

He  has  always  thought  the  rearing  of  children  well 
worth  the  planter's  notice  ;  but  fo  inattentive  did  he 
always  find  them  to  it,  that  he  has  heard  overfeers 
fay,  they  would  far  rather  the  children  Ihould  die 
than  live ;  nor  did  he  ever  fee  any  proper  prepara- 
tion, for  the  reception  of  them.  The  fides  of  thjc 
F  2  Vw.vi 
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1791-  &^^-    ^^  proved  it  himrdf  fiwn  ocular  demoa- 

C-v«-*  It  rati  on. 

P.  87.  One  George  White,  kept  upTo  ftiarp  a  diTciplinc 
over  a  gang  of  (laves,  which  fell  under  bis  (Coor's) 
care  afterwards,  that  he  generally  Bogged  them  very 
fcverely  for  the  fmalleft  faults,  {o  thjt  be  reduced 
them  both  in  their  pcrfons  and  facuUies.  They  were 
never  without  fores,  from  his  cruelty.  The  flog- 
gings quite  difablcd  thcnn  from  ufing  the  little  Ici- 
lurc  they  had  in  working  their  grounds,  which  W44 
their  chief  fupport.  Hence  they  became  poor  both 
in  body  and  property,  and  fobjcct  to  theft,  which  he 
mortly  atcributcd  to  want ;  for  their  fores  from  beat- 
ing made  them  unwilling  to  ftir,  wheo  at  kifure. 
When  thcfe  (laves  came  under  him  (Mr.  Coor)  he 
tifcd  them  kindiv,  cxcufed  fmall  faults,  promifcd  rc- 
w.irds  for  good  bfliaviour;  iucli  as  ollowin^-  tiic-ni 
time  to  work  their  grounds.  His  firft  care  was  to 
fee  them  make  a  good  ufe  of  this  time  ;  but  after  he 
found  their  grounds  thriving,  he  had  litile  more  to 
do,  and  in  a  few  months,  from  a  poor,  fcabbed,  ill- 
looking,  difpiritcd  gang,  they  became  fat,  fleek, 
lively,  and  worked  as  chearfuily  as  ever  he  faw  work- 
men in  England  ;  and  he  could  have  done  more  work 
with  them,  in  one-third  Icfs  time,  than  White  could 
have  done  with  all  the  force  of  the  whip.  Good 
treatment  changed  their  very  morals :  he  could  have 
trufted  them  with  any  thing.  Being  a  lieutenant,  he 
was  once  ordered  out  after  outlaws,  by  the  colonel, 
who  gave  him  leave  to  chufe  a  ferjeant's  guard  of  the 
white  miiitiaj  he  told  the  colonel,  if  ho  pleafed  he 
(Mr.  Coor)  would  arm  his  flaves  for  that  duty, 
which  he  did,  and  found  as  much  fidelity  in  them, 
as  he  could  have  expefted  in  Englilhmen.  They 
pitched  their  tents  round  his,  faying,  they  would  all 

P.  8S,  die,  fooner  than  he  fliould  be  hurt,  'i'liofe  fiavcs 
were  under  his  care  ij^  years,  during  which  he  never 
flogged  one  of  them.  They  would  have  been  more 
alhained  of  a  finall  rap,  with  a  fupple  jack  from  his 
hand,  than  of  100  lalhes  from  their  former  mailer. 

They 
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bbferved  the  attorney  wink  at  his  preffing  the  (laves  1791. 
to  perform  more  work  than  human  nature  could  bear.  "-nrW 

Moft  of  the  field  flares  are  marked  with  the  whip, 
not  onljr  Africans,  but  Creoles.  Has  known  many 
very  weil  difpofed  Creole  -qegroes,  that  have  had 
wheals  from  their  hams  up  to  the  fmall  of  their 
backs  i  but  this  is  nothing  tliought  of,  as  it  is  fa 
common. 

It  is  nacunvl  to  think  that  flaves  will  fuffer  from 
their  mailer's  being  in  debt  i  for  they  are  generally 
hard  worked,  and  til  clothed  and  fed.  He  could 
mention,  as  inftances,  2  or  3  neighbouring  e(tates. 

Domefticks  are  very  often  treated  ill,  without  re- 
drefs,  from  their  mailer's  caprice.  He  has  heard 
many  fay,  they  would  rather  be  tinder  the  field  hard- 
lltip,  than  in  the  houfe.  He  boarded  about  6  months  P.  91. 
^ith  a  doftor,  who  ufed  his  field-flaves  ill,  but  he 
dally  faw  how  his  domefticks  were  treated.  He 
rhade  no  more  of  knocking  down  his  waiting-boy, 
than  if  he  had  been  a  piece  of  wood,  for  what  Mr.  C, 
thought  no  fault  at  all.  Two  hoofe-wenchcs  were 
treated  the  fame  way.  One  of  them  having  broken 
a  plate,  or  fpilt  a  cup  of  tea,  he  nailed  her  ear  co  a 
poR:.  Mr.  C.  remonftrated  in  vain.  They  went  to 
bed  and  left  her  there }  in  the  morning  (he  was  gone, 
having  torn  the  head  of  the  nail  through  her  ear. 
She  was  foon  brought  back,  and  when  he  came  to 
breakfaft,  he  found  ihc  had  been  very  fevercly  whip- 
ped by  the  doftor,  who,  in  his  fury,  dipt  both  her 
ears  ofFclofe  to  her  liead,  with  a  pair  of  large  fclf- 
fars,  and  (he  was  fct  to  pick  feeds  out  of  cotton,  a- 
mong  3  or  4  more,  emaciated  by  his  cruellies,  until 
they  were  fit  for  nothing  elfe.  This  ■  girl  never  ap- 
plied for  legal  redrels.  The  negroes  generally 
thought  they  could  have  no  redrefs,  but  from  their 
matters  or  actornits.  He  believes  no  more  notice 
was  taken  of  the  dctd,  than  if  he  had  cut  offhis  do^8 
ears.  Thinks  fome  magiftrates  could  hardly  mifs 
knowing  it;  for  fc vera  1  vifited  at  the  doctors.  The 
girl  waited  ac  table  with  her  ears  olF. 
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1791.  huts  they  are  born  in,  are  no  more  defence  .igalnft 
^"f^  the  cold  night  damps,  than  one  of  our  pafttire  hedges. 
Bedding  they  have  none,  but  a  board  or  baft  mat. 
When  the  child  is  born,  the  midwife  aiks  the  over- 
fccr  for  foffiething  for  the  woman  -,  a  bottle  of  rom, 
p_  go.  and  2  or  3  pound  of  fait  beef,  which  does  well 
enough,  for  they  frldom  fail  to  recover.  But  they 
never  put  the  infant  to  the  mo[her's  bread,  till  8 
days  be  over,  for  which  time  a  womaa  out  of  the 
field  niirfes  ir,  who  probiibly  bat  a  child  3,  j,  or  4 
montlis  old.  Here  he  fubmits  to  medical  men, 
what  cffcft  the  milk  of  a  woman,  hardly  wrought 
and  poorly  fed,  under  a  vertical  fun,  would  have  on 
fl  tender  infant.  Theymoftly  dit:  convulfed,  gene- 
rally about  the  8th  day.  This  want  of  care  is  more 
lamentable,  not  only  frortrfcttmanfTf,  but  intefcft,fblr 
if  thev  luivivc  tli^  Mth  d.iy,  tlicy  mnlljy  do  v.\\\,  and 
he  very  fcldom  remembered  any  dying,  from  the  8th 
day  to  the  8ch  year.  What  convinces  him  farther  it 
is  for  want  of  care,  is,  bccaiife,  where  they  have  warm 
hoiifes,kind  treatnicnc,  and  the  child  fet  to  the  mo- 
ther's bread,  he  very  feldom  knew  any  die  ;  and  it 
was  neither  labour  nor  cxpcnce  to  raife  them,  after 
the  f.ital  Hth  day  was  over.  It  is  his  firm  opinion, 
that  with  kind  and  judicious  treatment  of  the  infants, 
the  flaves  in  Jamaica  will  increafe,  without  any  im- 
,  portations  froir.  Afric:i. 

It  was  more  overfeers  object  to  work  (lav^s  our, 
and  triilt  for  African  fupplics,  than  work  them  mo- 
deratelvj  and  keep  them  up  by  breeding  ;  for  he  has 
hearti  many  lay,  "  I  have  made  my  employer  20,  go, 
*'  or  4->  iTiorc  hhdi.  per  year  than  my  prcdeceilbrs, 
"  and  though  I  have  killed  ;^o  or  40  negroes  per 
"  year  more,  ycc  tlie  produce  has  been  more  than 
"  adequate  to  the  lofs." 
P.  91.  The  llaves  can  cxpcft  no  redrefs,  but  from  the  at- 
torney. Many  of  thent  have  commilTions  on  the 
produce,  and,  if  they  give  ear  to  the  (laves  com- 
plaints, til-  ovcrller  will  tell  them  he  will  leave  t!ic 
elUte.  If  he  makes  great  crops,  Mr.  C.  has  often 
oblcrved 
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the  head  with  a  fmall  hanger,  and  gave  him  two  I79>. 
ftabs  about  the  waift.  The  flave  faid,  **  Overfeer,  w-v-n^ 
"  you  have  killed  me.*'  He  puflied  him  out  of  the 
piaz2a.  The  (lave  went  home  and  died  that  night. 
He  was  buried,  and  no  more  faid  about  ic.  Mr.  C's 
houfc  was  on  this  eftatc,  near  the  overfeer's  houfe. 
About  6  months  after,  the  overfeer  moved  thence, 
to  A ncho vie- Bottom  eftate,  why,  Mr.  C.  cannot  tell  j 
but  knows  it  was  not  for  this.  This  was  about 
1770.  He  Was  called  a  very  valuable  overfeer,  as 
he  worked  the  (laves  hard,  and  made  great  crops  of 
fugar.  It  was  generally  believed  he  had  killed  £ 
more  at  Anchovie-Bottom;  as  a  proof  of  this, — ic 
being  whifpercd,  among  the  neighbours,  that  thefc 
two  made  three  (laves  he  had  killed,  and  it  being 
looked  upon  then,  that  the  killing  of  three  flaves 
was  capital,  he  thought  proper  to  go  privately  away* 
and  Mr.  C.  never  heard  more  of  him.  A.  Mr.  Foot, 
(an  inferior  attorney  under  Mr.  Herring)  Mr.  C.  is  p.  gr, 
clear,  knew  the  particulars  of  the  fir(l-meniioned 
murder,  having  often  talked  with  him  on  that,  and 
many  fimilar  fu])jcfts ;  but  knows  not,  if  Mr,  Foot 
told  it  to  Mr.  Herring.  He  never  heard  of  theleaft 
attempt  to  bring  the  overfeer  to  juftice;  but  has 
heard  Mr.  Foot  fay,  he  was  a  very  good  overfeer, 

but  a  d d  wicked  dog  when  drunk.     Mr,  C.  is 

pretty  clear  he  was  drunk  when  he  did  that  deed. 

The  (laves  allowed  food,  in  Jamaica,  was  mo(lIy 
herrings.  He  has  known  about  a  barrels  among 
100,  150,  or  160  (laves,  at  a  time;  about  once  a 
month  or  fix  weeks;  and  he  is  clear,  that  every 
common  man's  (hare,  was  very  feldom  above  7  or  8 
herrings.  The  field-negroes  had  no  other  allow- 
ance ;  and  fometimes  he  has  (een  herrings  fo  rotten, 
as  to  have  been  meafured  out,  all  malhed  up  like  a 
porridge. 

He  bought  6  boys  and  1  giMsTrom  a  Guinea  (hip. 
He  took  a  flave  with  him  tO'  interpret,  and  who 
aflfed  the  flavrs  he  bought,  if  they  had  had  the  yaws. 
They  all  told  him  they  had,  their  fkia  being  then 
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1791.  He  n?pcr  knew  a  6cld  flave  have  more  than  a 
V^f-irf  breeding  fow  and  a  few  poultry,  and  thinks  it  impof- 
Cblc  for  fuch  to  get  any  property.  Never  knew 
«ven  tradcfmen  poirefs  any  thing,  though  they  have 
more  opportunities  of  accumulating  than  a  ficld- 
Jlave. 
P-  93-  Slaves  were  forced  to  carry  from  their  grounds, 
whatever  they  could  fparc  from  the  bread  of  their 
family,  to  buy  fait  provifions  for  all  the  week.  One 
negro  w.>jld  carry  about  4  bin  worth,  more  or  lefs, 
according  to  the  varying  market  price,  which  they 
lay  out  in  eatables  or  clothes  j  for,  in  general,  they 
had  only  5  yards  of  cluth,  worth  about  fcren-perLce, 
or  fevcn-pence  half-penny  per  yard. 

Slaves  were  fed  many  ways,  but  ihemtift  common 
^f,  ,  was,  depending  on  their  little  ^roundt.  The  pooi^ 
er,  who  never  liaJ  fpirits  or  ability  to  cultivate  them, 
depended  on  fome  one  of  the  plantation  llaves,  for 
whom  they  worked  all  the  little  time  they  were  al- 
lowed. Does  not  fpeak  of  new  negroes ;  for  they 
are  generally  diftributed  to  the  plantation  flaves,  who 
have  the  bell  grounds,  under  whom  they  work  all 
the  little  time  they  arc  cxcufed  from  their  mafter's 
burinefs.  Tliey  have  land,  which  overfeers  think 
they  (hould  bring  into  fome  order,  while  under  the 
faid  negroes  ;  but  too  often,  from  quarrels  with  the 
niafter  llaves,  they  are  turned  out  of  doors  before 
ilieir  grounds  are  in  perfciflion,  and  obliged  to  ftcal 
P.  94.  or  beg.  Thinks  this  the  greatell  reafon  why  there 
are  fo  many  bad  flaves.  Slaves  land,  wherever  he 
has  been,  is  quite  fufficient  i  but  they  have  not  time 
10  work  it. 

Dead  mules,  horfcs,  cows,  Src  were  all  burnt, 
under  infpeftion  of  a  white  man.  Had  they  been 
buried,  the  negroes  would  have  dug  them  up  in  the 
niglit,  to  eat  them  through  hunger.  It  was  gene- 
rally fail!  to  be  done,  to  [ircvcnc  the  negroes  from 
eating  them,  Icil;  ir  fiiould  breed  diforders. 

On  ShrewJbury  ellate,  the  ovcrfeer  fent  for  a  flave, 
and  in  talking  with  him,  he  hallily  ftruck  liim  on 

the 
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Runaway  (laves  never  take  refuge  among  the  Ma-   i7'90. 
roons  i  for  thefe  are  a  check  on  them.     They  have  "— v"^ 
£s  per  head  for  taking  them,  and  a  Ihilling  for  every 
mile  they  bring  them. 

On  one  eftare,  moft  of  the  flavcs  were  chriftened 
and  inftruflcd  by  a  perfon  fent  from  Europe,  and 
they  were  always  the  belt  difpofed  flavcs  in  that 
neighbourhood  ;  but  on  no  other  eftates  did  he  ever 
hear  fuch  a  thing  named.  Of  a  number  of  flaves 
taken  from  Guadaloupe,  one  family  was  bought  by 
a  neighbour  of  his,  and  the  doi5lor  told  him,  the 
father  of  that  family  had  prayers  in  his  houfe  night 
and  morning.  Ho  docs  not  remember  the  eftate, 
where  the  flaves  were  inftrufted,  buying  any  new 
flavcs,  and  ihey  were  always  very  ftrong  handed. 
He  was  very  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  gang, 
as  he  cook  care  of  their  mills,  &c.  for  moft  of  the 
time  he  was  there. 

Promifcuous  intercourfe  was  very  common,  both 
among  the  flaves,  and  between  the  white  men  and 
negro  women.  There  was  no  reftriftion.  It  was  the 
grcatcft  difgrace  for  a  white  man,  not  to  cohabit 
with  fome  woman  or  other.  No  attempts  were  made 
to  induce  the  men  flaves  to  reftrift  thcmfelves  to  one 
woman.  It  was  not  conlidered  any  way  difadvan- 
tagcous  to  an  eftate,  for  the  men  to  have  i,  2,  3,  or 
4  wives,  according  as  they  could  maintain  them  with  p,  qS, 
the  produce  of  their  Htttc  fpots  of  ground.  The 
negroes  wives  were  not  at  all  fecure  from  the  at- 
tempts of  the  overl'eer  or  book-keepers;  for  though 
a  man  might  know  of  his  wife  having  lain  with  the 
ovcrfeer  or  book-keeper,  he  dared  not  refent  it, 
either  to  her  or  to  them,  for  if  he  did,  he  would 
be  furc  of  a  very  fmart  flogging  for  it,  though  pro- 
bably on  fome  other  pretext. 

In  Bofton,  Rhode-Ifland,  New- York,  New-Jer- 
fcys,  and  Pennfylvania,  the  flaves  are  treated  much 
liiie  farmers  fervants  in  England,  and  he  faw  them 
carry  on  their  mailers  bufmcfs  juft  in  the  fame  way. 
Where  a  matter  had  3,  4^  or  more  flaves,  one  of 

Numb.  4.  G  litwnx. 
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179 1,  them  was  moftly  a  leading  man.  He  has  often  con- 
verfed  with  fuch  head  man  on  farming,  ploughing^ 
&c.  and  always  found  him  very  intelligent. 

Thinks  a  great  deal  of  his  evidence  has  tended  to 
(hew,  that  the  behaviour  of  the  negroes  generally 
correfpond  with  their  treatment. 

At  his  firft  going  to  the  iQand,  a  common  ftogging 
would  put  him  in  a  tremble,  fo  that  he  did  not  fed 
right  for  the  reft  of  the  day  j  but  by  degrcs  it  be- 
came fo  habitual,  that  he  thought  no  more  of  fee- 
ing a  black  man's  head  cut  off,  than  he  fliould  now 
think  of  a  butcher  cutting  off  the  head  of  a  calf. 


Witnefs  examined — John  Giles, 
Near  Hay,  Brecknockfhire, —•  Farmer. 

P.  74.  Was  in  Montferrat  from  1757  to  1762;  in  Grand- 
terre  1763 ;  in  Grenada  1764,  and  part  1765 ;  in  N. 
America  reft  of  1765 ;  in  St.  Croix  from  1766  to 
J 772 ;  in  England  1773;  in  St.  Croix  1774  to  1778. 

His  firft  impreffion  in  the  Weft  Indies  was,  that 
flaves  were  cruelly  treated,  feverely  puniftied  for 
trifling  offences,  and  not  fufRcientlyfed. 

P.  75*  He  arrived  in  crop  time;  there  was  then  no  food 
allowed,  except  a  furnace  of  horfe- beans  or  potatoes 

*  daily  boiled  for  the  weaker  part  of  the  gang.     Out 

of  crop,  the  allowance  was  from  four  to  fix  pints  of 
horfe- beans,  rice,  or  Indian  corn,  and  4;our  Co  fix 
herrings  weekly,  to  each  Cave. 

A  gr  at  deal  of  land  allowed  them,  but  no  time 
to  cultivate  it,  except  Sunday;  when  they  were  alfo 
obliged  to  pick  large  bundles  of  grafs,  morning  and 
night ;  many  too.  watched  the  works  in  rotation ; 
no  other  day  was  allowed  in  lieu  of  the  time  loft  to 
them  on  thefe  occafions. 

Picking  of  grafs  is  ever  a  great  hardfhip,  particu- 
larly in  dry  fcaibns :  they  arc  iorced  to  do  it  on  week 

daysj 
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days,   in  the  time   allowed  for  dinner,    and  after  1791. 
fun-iet.  *-nr^ 

Has  often  known  flaves  (leal  from  hunger. 

Knows  of  no  care  taken  to  inftruft  (laves,  or  in- 
duce them  to  marry. 

Their  capacity  is  good,  and  their  difpofition  better 
than  might  be  expeaed  from  perfons  fo  untutored. 

Severe  treatment  is  no  ways  necelTary.     On  two 
eflates  where  he  lived,  the  increafe  of  the  flaves,  un- 
der a  milder  treatment,  exceeded  decreafe  by  one  per 
cent.     There  was  alfo  more  work  done,  as  they  didp.  76, 
not  run  away  as  on  other  eltates,  where  tieatcd  ill. 

The  flaves  were  very  inhumanly  treated  on  the 
eftate  he  lived  on  in  Montlerrat ;  the  field  gang  was 
not  aflbrted  as  to  ftrength,  the  weak  flaves  being 
forced  to  work  as  much  as  the  ftrong. 

Recolkifts  feveral  (hocking  inftances  of  punilhment 
there ;  in  particular,  the  driver,  at  day-break,  once 
informed  the  overfeer,  that  one»  of  4  or  5  negroes, 
chained,  in  a  dungeon,  would  not  rife:  he  accom- 
panied overfeer  to  the  dungeon,  who  fee  the  others 
that  were  in  the  chain  to  drag  him  out,  and  not 
ri(ing  when  out,  he  ordered  a  bundle  of  cane  tralh 
to  be  put  round  him,  and  fee  fire  to.  As  he  ftill 
did  not  rile,  he  had  a  fmall  foldcring  iron  heated* 
and  thruft  between  his  teeth.  As  the  man  did  not 
yet  rife,  he  had  the  chain  taken  off,  and  fent  him  to 
the  hofpital,  where  he  languilhed  fome  days,  and  died. 
Though  the  owner  refidcd  on  the  cltate,  never  heard 
that  he  condemned  this  conduct,  which  if  he  had, 
he,  (Mr.  G.)  muft  have  knew  it.  He  could,  if  ne- 
cefTary,  relate  feveral  other  inflances.  The  overfeer, 
fo  far  fram  being  punifhiXl,  or  called  to  account  for 
this  adion,  was  always  in  great  favour  with  his 
mailers.  Slaves  often  ran  away,  and  when  retaken  P.  77, 
were  punifhed  by  fevere  whippings,  by  chains,  by 
very  hard  work,  and  often  not  rclcafcd  from  the 
chain  till,  being  fo  emaciated,  they  were  in  danger 
of  dying.  The  deaths  exceeded  the  births  more  than 
two  to  one.  The  eftate  did  npt  profper,  the  gcncle- 
G  2  tCVUi. 
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them  was  moftly  a  leading  man.  He  has  often  coo- 
'  vcrlcdwith  I'uch  head  man  on  farming,  ploughing, 
&c.  and  always  found  him  wry  intelligent. 

Thinks  a.  great  deal  of  his  evidence  (us  tended  to 
fiicw,  that  the  behaviour  of  the  negroes  generally 
corrcfpond  with  their  treatment. 

At  his  firrt  going  to  the  illand,  a  common  flogging 
would  put  him  in  a  tremble,  fo  that  he  did  not  fed 
right  for  the  reft  of  the  day ;  but  by  degrcs  it  be- 
came fo  habitual,  that  he  thought  no  more  of  fee- 
ing a  black  man's  head  cut  off,  than  he  Ihould  now 
think  of  a  butcher  cutting  off  the  head  of  a  calf 


Witncfs  examined — Johm  Gilks, 
Near  Hay,  Brecknockfliire,  —  Farmer. 


1 


Was  in  Montfcrrat  from  1757  to  1762;  in  Grand- 
terre  i^Oj,;  in  Grenada  1764,  and  part  1765;  in  N". 
America  reft  of  1765-,  in  St.  Croix  from  1766  to 
1772  ;  in  England  1773;  in  St.  Croix  1774  to  1778. 

His  firit  impreilion  in  the  Weft  Inaies  was,  that 
flaves  were  cruelly  treated,  feverety  punifhed  tor 
tiitling  olVcntes,  and  not  lufficientiy  fed, 

J-Ji;  arrived  :ii  crop  time;  thee  was  then  no  food 
a]l.)wed,  except  a  turnacc  of  horfe-beans  or  potatoes 
daily  boiled  for  die  wea';er  part  of  the  gan^.  Out 
ct  crup,  tlie  allowance  was  from  four  to  fix  pints  of 
horle-be.ins,  rice,  or  Indian  corn,  and  {our  to  fix 
herrings  weekU-,  to  eacli  Have. 

A  gr  at  deal  of  lainl  allowed  them,  but  no  time 
to  CLih.vaie  it,  except  Sund,iy ;  when  they  were  alfo 
olili^'.-d  to  pick  large  bundie.  of  grai's,  morning  and 
nig'ic ;  many  too.,  v.-^tch^-d  thr;  works  in  roratioii ; 
no  oilier  day  w,:s  jilo  vei  in  lieu  oi  the  time  loll  to 
them  on  tlu-fe  occafions. 

P]ck;iig  ui  graK  is  ever  a  great  hardfhip,  particu- 
larly ill  diy  lc::lons  :  they  arc  lorctd  to  do  it  on  we-'k 

days, 
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Never  heard  of  any  care  taken  at  African  fales  to    1791. 
prevent  the  fcparat'ion  of  relations.  «— v-** 

Never  knew  pains  taken  to  improve  mode  ot  cul  P.  80, 
tivation,  or  implements  of  hulbandry,  except  in  that 
of  cutting  cane  tops  by  a  machine.     Plough  might 
be  applied  with  great  elFcA  in  thefe  two  iQands  in 
eafing  the  labour  of  Oaves. 

Slaves  in  St.  Croix  were  better  ufed  than  in  either 
of  the  two  Britifli  illands,  but  not  !>>  well  as  they 
ought,  were  the  planters  attentive  to  their  intereftj 
and  if  properly  treated,  believes  their  increale  would 
be  general  throughout  the  iQands. 

Never  heard  that  the  flaves  had  any  proteftion 
there. 

Planters  there  refide  on  their  eftates,  and  do  ntrt 
live  fo  extravagantly  as  in  the  Englifh  idands. 

Recolleifls  an  infVance  of  the  effcds  of  treatment  of 
flaves.  Where  he  was  manager,  the  Haves  were 
forced  to  be  up  at  two  in  the  morniiig,  at  a  time 
when  canes  were  cutting,  on  80  acres  of  a  rifing 
ground,  which,  from  a  want  of  mules,  they  were 
alfo  obliged  to  carry  half  a  milt  upon  their  heads. 
This  year  the  flaves  decreafed.  He  prevailed  on  the 
owner  to  buy  fix  mules  more  againft  next  crop ;  that 
and  the  following  year  the  flaves  increafed  one  per 
cent.  Was  perftdly  convinced  that  the  dccreafe  and 
increafc  fpokc  to,  was  in  confequence  of  the  diiferencc 
of  labour. 

Never  heard  talk  of  the  Code  Noir  while  in  Grande 
Terre :  if  it  had  been  iil'ual  for  flaves  to  be  any  way 
relieved  by  it,  they  would  have  loughc  rcdrefs  for 
the  very  icvcre  ufage  of  a  man  who  was  his  partner 
in  a  diftillery :  the  commanders,  to  whom  he  was 
very  obhoxious,  would  certainly  have  taken  cogni- 
zance of  his  conduft  to  his  flaves,  had  it  been  ufual 
to  do  fo. 

Thinks  one  half  of  the  domeftics  of  the  planters 
of  Montfcrrat  and  Grenada  unncceffary. 

The  Chief  Judge  at  Monil'crrat  was  theHonourable 
John 
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man  was  almoft  ruined  by  it.     The  mortality  1 
chiefly  among  the  grown  field  (laves,  by  their  being 
hard  worked,  cruelly  piinifticd,  and  fpjringly  ted. 

Thinks  the  flavcs  were  otccn  fo  Uiigucd  by  the 
labour  of  the  week,  as  fcarcely  to  be  capable  of 
working  their  own  ground  on  Sunday. 

The  marks  of  the  whip  were  to  be  feen  on  almotV 
all  ihc  weaker  part  of  the  gang,  from  forcing  them 
to  keep  up  with  the  reft. 

Prci^nant  women  punithcd,  but  not  very  fcvcrcly. 

When  (laves  were  (o  old  as  to  be  paft  labour,  their 
owners  did  not  feed  them. 

Negroes  might  be  managed  with  comparative  cafe, 
were  their  temper  and  djpofition  atieniJcd  to.  The 
bufincfs  might  then  be  done  in  a  better  manner*  and 
without  fuch  frequent  flogging. 

Never  htfarci  that  flavfs  li.iii  nnv  |i-"rerlion  from  ill 
iilii.ini-  fruni  ..wiK-is.  o."  (ii,   I   I    ■■,!  [ 

NcvtT  kni^w  one  plan  t-r  inierlcre  w.th  the  trci:- 
mciii  of  i!k-  n;ivcb  or'  anotlur. 

Ktvtr  heard  any  ihiiig  oi  the  locked  jaw.  They 
had  cliiKlrcn  die  luim  tinges ;  buE  ncftl'cr  ovcrleer  nor 
doftor  iiuerteri-di  they  were  leli  to  old  women,  the 
midwivcs. 

The  tre.-itmfnt  in  Grenada  wa'^  exJClly  fimii:ir  to 
llMt  in  Montfcrrati   he  law  no  (iiliere  tee. 

The  merit  of  a  inan^f^er  v.i^i  eilimaied  by  l!;e 
quantiiy  i  ' 

A  man: 
lie  had  ci'dir,  iiteci.      Sev 
tlic\i  Oil  ihc  ellaie;   an  < 

haviiig  poilojied  them.  Ue,  (Mr.  G.)  alked  the 
manager  it  they  had  not  given  her  up  to  the  law, 
who  laid  no,  iliey  !iad  taken  a  fliorter  method  with 
her.  Thiy  matie  ;i  bit  of  a  tliatehed  hut,  put  her 
into  ir,  wiili  fome  coniluillililcs,  and  hiirnt  licr  to 
deati'i.  I'he  manager  was  not  diKliarL;ed  lor  tliis; 
thinks  he  toKI  him  it  wa!i  done  by  the  owiier'i  defire. 
It  was  nut  told  Ji:m  as  a  iLuiec. 

Never 


crops  proiUieed  on  tlie  eliatc. 
(.r  of' Grenada  told  him  of  a  great  cruelty 
les  and   moles  haJ 
■..s  Kilpc 
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Very  confiderable  loffes  were  common  among  tKc  J791. 
newly  imported  Africans.    One-third  die  within  the  *••¥** 
firft  year.     Of  it  lot  of  iix,  bought  by  himfelfj  two 
died  within  the  fiid  ye^,  and  at  the  end  of  B/e 
years  two  only  farvived.  p,  85. 

Suicide  is  common,  particularly  among  the  £bos. 
Never  heard  of  an  inftance  of  it  among  crcole  Oaves. 
The  latter  are  more  induftciQus,  being  inured  lo'U 
from  their  infancy. 

Seldom  run  away.  Infuricdions  are  confined  tp 
Africans. 

Never  knew  a  (lave  buy  his  freedom. 

No  allowance  of  grain  or  flour  given  to  any  butP.  86, 
new  negroes.      Has  known  a  bunch  of  plantanqs 
(fufficient  for  a  week's  allowance)  given  to  each 
negro  once  or  twice  a  year. 

Many  managers  pollefs  (laves  of  their  own. 

Laud  fiirveying  is  exceedingly  laborious  in  the 
Weft  Indies;  he  purfued  it  for  7.  years  without  iiv- 
jury  to  his  healtii :  has  often  fccn  mill-wrights  afi 
work  in  the  fljn,  whofe  health  did  not  fuflFer.  Theiic 
are  alfo  white  blackfmitbs  and  coopers  there,  butthp 
latter  only  direft  negroes  working  under  them. 


WitDefs  examined— ^Capt.  Hall,  of  the  Royal 
Navy. 

Was  at  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  iflaods  fromP.  99* 
1769  to  1773,  and  from  1780  to  1782  at  thofe  places, 
and  at  Jamaica  and  St.  Domingo. 

The  treatment  of  negroes  on  the  B.  illands  appra^- 
ed  to  him  tolerable  in  the  towns;  on  the  plantatioiu 
rather  inhuman.  Punilhmcnts  mfl^Aed  were  very 
ihocking  to  perfuns  not  ufed  to  fee  them  :  much 
more  fo  than  on  board  a  man  of  war.  The  field 
flaves  he  has  feen  (.a  great  many)  were  generallf 
marked  w.tn  the  whip. 

In  cafes  of  ill  treatment  by  their  mafters,  it  was 
generally  underftood,  they  could  not  obtain  redrefs ; 


W.  In  DIES.       Matthew  Terhy.  j 

»79T.  John  Dyer.    Grenada,  while  he  was  there,  was  under 
•'■v^  military  law. 

The  jiidgc5  were  planters — not,  he  believes,  bred 
to  the  law — removable  at  the  King's  pleal'ure.  ~ 


Witncls  examined — Matthew  Tinny, 
Of   Aflcrig,    Yorkfhirc,    Land  Surveyor. 


1 


P.  82.  Was  four  years  in  Dominique  as  book-keeper  and 
overl'eer,  one  at  ToLta^o  as  a  iand-furveTOr,  in  the 
King's  fcrvice,  and  fcvcn  in  Grenada,  ending  io 
1781,  as  a  colony  I'urveyor. 

His  trade  gave  him  {all*  apporcunicy  of  obfeiriw 
tTic  treatment  of  flavcs.  Thry  appeared  in  general 
10  be  iilcd  wirli  i;ri-;U  k-veritv;  1k1;l'\cs  tl.cj  gene- 
rally iinderftood  tliut  the  law  rcftricted  the  number 
of  lalhcs  to  39;  Ijiit  this  was  cot  in  the  leaft  ob- 
fcrved ;   has  fet-n  it  broken  repeatedly;  never  knev/ 

"•  °3-  any  redrels  obtained.  It  was  ui\i.i]  to  rub  their 
backs  with  brine  after  fevere  punilbments. 

In  his  time  one  Thochard,  a  French  planter,  in 
Grenada,  was  generally  fuppoil'd  to  treat  his  Haves 
very  cruelly,  and  for  trivial  offences  to  cut  off  their 
ears  and  legs,  and  otherwile  mutilate  tlicm.  Heard 
of  no  attempt  [o  piinifh  him.  S.iw  upon  his  eftaie 
two  mcn-d.ivt's  with  wooden  legs. 

The  ^i^rcMtert:  property  he  ever  knew  a  field  flave 
poirefs  was  two  pigs,  and  a  little  poultry.  The  flave 
has  not  the  means  of  getting  much  property,  (p. 85). 
Little  or  no  attention  was  paid  to  the  bre>:ding 
of  flaves;  child-bearing,  and  confeqiienc  lofs  of 
labour,  WIS  matter  of  regret  to  planters;  little  or 
no  difference  in  the  puniflimeiits  of  pregnant  temales 
and  others.  The  planters  appeared  to  prefer  in- 
creafing  their  crop  to  increafing  their  (laves,  (p.  85) 
to  depend  upon  African  fupplies,  and  defirous  to 
have  as  many  males  as  pofTiblc. 

Very 
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t>uppy  fhsrti  a  litter.  Has  heard  an  ovcrfeer,  of  fomft  it9»' 
conicquence,  exprefs  this  opinion.     It  was,  in  feft,  '•'V^' 
hiB  fyftcm  to  prevent  population,  as  far  as  in  his 
power;   aad  he   underliood   this  to  be  a  gener^ 
fyftem. 

So  little  care  «as  takefi  of  infants^  that  mochet^ 
deemed  it  a  misfbrtune  to  have  children.  After  tht 
months  they  were  lent  to  field  labour,  with  their 
child  upon  their  back,  and  fo  little  time  afforded 
thenn  to  attend  tb  its  wahts,  that  he  has  fern  a  wO' 
,  man  feated  to  give  fuck  to  her  child,  roufed  from 
that  lituation  by  a  fevere  blow  from  the  cart  whip. 

Domeftic  flaves,  from  their  general  good  treat- 
ment, were  underftood  to  increale.  , 

Believes,  that  (laves  fuffered  from  the  owner's 
abfence,  becaufc  it  was  the  bufinefs  of  the  overfeer» 
for  his  own  credit,  tb  make  as  much  fogar  as  pofTi- 
blej  to  do  this,  he  mud  work  the  (laves  to  the  ut- 
moft :  it  being  no  concern  of  his  whether  they  died 
or  not. 

Knows,  frbm  'an  ihftance  Which  fell  under  his 
eye,  that  the  flaVe's  death  may  be  occafioncd  by 
fevere  punilhmenr,  and  the  mafter'not  be  called  to 
legal  account. 

As  to  the  Have- trade  being  a  ntirfery  for  feamcM) 
he  conceives  it  to  be  quite  the  reverfe. 

In  taking  men  out  of  merchant- (hips  for  the 
King's  fervice,  he  has  from  the  crew  of  a  Gutnea- 
iiian,  70,  been  able  to  feleft  only  30,  who  could  be 
thought  fit  to  ferve  in  any  (hip  of  war,  and  when 
thofe  were  furveyed,  he  was  reprimanded  for  bring- 
ing fuch  Vnen  into  the  fervice,  who  were  more  likely 
TO  breed  di(tempers,  than  be  of  ofe;  and  this  waa 
at  a  time  when  they  were  fo  much  wanted,  that 
almoft  any  thing  would  have  been  taken,  viz.  in 
1782^  when  they  had  not  men  to  man  the  prizes 
taken  on  the  12th  of  April.  The  inftance  related 
was  not  a  particular  cafe,  he  found  it  generally  fo  j 
having  had  many  opportunities  between  I^6<5  mA 

Numb.  4.  H  v-.i-i 
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1791.  againfl  others,  tlietr  mader  afTiflcd  ihcm.  That  iVis 
ij"""*^  iVvcrc  lyttciTi  was  not  nccciury,  nor  for  (he  maftcr's 
""  ^°°'intcrrft,  he  is  confidrnc,  from  the  good  effc£is  he 
has  f«n  rcfult  from  a  lenient  treatment  in  the  French 
iflaoLh:  for  InQ^ncc,  tlic  Marquis  dc  Rouvray  was 
particularly  attentive  to  population,  and  the  good 
treatment  of  his  flavcs  at  Sr.  Domingo :  they  were 
never  hard  prcffed  in  their  work :  he  Aiffered  no 
improper  intcrcourfc  between  tlic  males  and  fcmalcf, 
every  nun  had  his  own  wife,  and  no  white  was  fuf- 
fercd  to  disjoin  that  union  :  the  parties  were  puallh> 
cd  for  feparating  without  caufc, 

Hofjiitals  were  built  fur  the  fick  and  pregnant; 
the  latter,  when  far  advanced,  were  taken  in  there, 
and  employed  in  tiiflingwork  to  the  time  of  dd^ 
very.  Here  they  mi^lit  reinain  fep.ir.ue.i  from  tllW 
liiilb.in'ls  i'i>i  _. '.-ulr.l  :i  .,,1  ;■„.■  ■■  :.  ,-,  vW  ilis 
cliiM  tixikl  he  lupiioricd  v.jtlioui:  ilic  [iioduT's  help; 
or  v.h:-A  [!;t-ir  ilrcniith  wouki  pcrinii:,  icciirn  with  the 
child  [o  tlic-ir  hiifbuiJs,  and  take-  ihc  cliancc  of  work. 
In  coiifiqiicnce,  the  Mirqnis  hid  nor  fur  fome  years 
occalion  to  buy  ncgiocs.  flavmg,  lio>vever,  left  his 
eH:aie  ti>  the  care- of  a  neplicw,  upon  Iiis  return,  after 
an  al)k'iu-c  of*  t\vo  yf;irs,  inltcivl  of  the  h^ippindi 
thu  iLi^nud  w'\i:n  hi;  left  it,  he  found  nothing  buc 
m:li.ry  aiui  liifcoiuenr;  the  whiles  Ind  iVizcd  upon 
the  [irctty  women  ;  (heir  luilb.wnls  through  clifcontcn: 
r.m  uw.iy  ;  'HkI  tin;  labour  LillinL!;  heavier  upon  the 
relt,  they  became  ciifcontcntcd,  and  their  work 
b.iiilv  carried  on;  fo  thit  it  co'.\  him  two  years  be- 
P.  101.  (ore  he  could  re-eitablilh  oak-r.  It  was  a  pleafure 
to  walk  through  this  eil.ite,  for  the  flaves  ufcd  to 
look  up  to  him  as  a  father. 

In  the  Briiiih  iflands  bu-edin^  not  thought  defira- 
blc  :  they  rather  thought  it  a  mislor.iine  to  have 
pregnant  women,  or  even  yonug  Haves.  They 
edccmed  the  charge  of  rearing  a  ci;ild  to  maturity, 
more  troublcfome,  jolI  gieater,  than  buying  a  'lave 
fit  for  work  J  and  it  was  110c  uncoiTimon  for  them  to 
give  away  3  child  of  two  years  old,  as  you  would  a 

euppy 
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and  water,  becween  twelve  and  two  o'clock,  for  the  1791. 
foidiers,   for  which  they  were  paid  in  provifions.  '■^v^ 
Has  underftood  it  to  be  calculated,  that  a  jobbing 
gang,  lafting  for  feven  years,  would  bring  a  profit 
to  the  owner. 

He  had  no  opportunity  of  feeing  that  fuperanu- 
ated  flaves  were  not  properly  ukcn  care  of  by  their 
owners. 

Can  fpeak  to  the  inefficiency  of  laws  to  proteftP*  105. 
flaves  againft  the  ill  ufage  of  their  mafters  or  other 
white  perfons.  Was  told  by  a  planter,  that  he  once 
heard  one  'of  his  own  negroes  was  killed  by  his 
overfeer.  He  had  the  body  taken  up,  and  there  was 
found  upon  it  fome  chains  or  fetters  (p.  106.)  but 
the  overfeer  could  not  be  puniOied  for  want  of  a 
white  evidence. 

A  free  woman,  and  her  two  children,  were  claimed 
by  a  perfon  in  Jamaica,  as  his  property,  who  confined 
them,  in  order  to  fell  them  to  the  Spaniards.  He, 
(Capt.  G.)  heard  of  the  circumftance,  and  interfered, 
knowing  the  perfon  could  have  no  claim  either  to 
the  woman  or  her  children.  She,  with  her  hufband, 
had  joined  the  royal  army  in  South  Carolina;  he 
worked  in  one  of  the  public  departments  as  a  car- 
penter, and  a  driver,  and  fhe  laboured  upon  the 
lines  at  the  quarter-houfe  camp. 

After  two  trials  at  the  Surry  aflizeSf  Kingfton,  the 
woman  and  her  children  were  liberated;  which  mud 
have  been  the  cafe  at  the  firft,  had  black  evidence 
been  admitted  j  of  which  he  could  have  produced 
people  bred  upon  the  fame  eftate,  and  neighbour- 
hood, who  alio  had  free  tickets  from  the  Governor, 
Sir  A.  C. 

Without  his  inteference  believes  this  woman  and 
children  muft  have  been  fold  as  flaves,  bccaufe  none  on 
the  ifland  fo  well  knew  the  circumftances  as  himfclf. 
Another  cafe,  previous  to  this,  was  that  of  a  woman 
claimed  by  a  perfon  in  Jamaica,  who,  fupported  by 
Major  Ncibit,  of  the  19th  regiment,  wa>  alfo  rcfcued 
fi'9in  llavery,  after  a  trial  at  the  Surry  aOizes. 

H  a  Oi^<* 


.  1773  ^^  iVcing  rhc  grf  at  diftrcflcs  of  crews  of  Guinek 

-•ftiips,  when  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

lUs  great  rcafon  to  believe,  that  in  no  trade  are 
fcamen  lb  badly  ireaicd  ;  from  their  always  8ying  to 
men  of  war  for  redrcfs,  and  whenever  they  conne 
wichin  reach  [  whereas  men  from  Well  Indies  or 
other  trades  I'cldom  apply  to  a  fhip  of  war. 

As  to  peculiar  modci  of  puniihmcnt  adopted  in 
Guineamcn,  he  once  faw  a  man  chained  by  the  neck 
in  the  main-top  of  a  llave-(hip,  when  pafling  under 
the  ftern  of  his  Mjjefty'a  ftiip  the  Crcfccnt,  in 
Kingfton-bay,  Si.  Vincents  i  and  was  told  by  put 
of  the  crew,  taken  out  of  the  fliip  at  their  own  rc- 
qucft,  that  the  man  had  been  there  120  days. 

Is  clearly  of  opinion,  that  white  men  might  do 
the  lighter  field  work,  without  injury  to  their  health, 
as  fcamen  go  through  very  heavy  work  there  unhurt. 


"Witnefs  examined — Capt.  G  1  les,  of  the 
igth  Regiment  of  Foot. 

P.  103.  Was  in  Barbodoes,  Antigua,  St.  Lucia,  and  Ja- 
maica, from  June  1782  to  April  1790,  except  about 
15  months  in  England. 

ThoMglit  the  treatment  of  Haves  generally  fevere. 
Field  Ilivcs  in  general  marked  with  the  whip. 

P.  104.  Punilhiiient  by  whipping  (though  fewer  lalhcs 
given)  more  fevere  and  cruel  than  that  of  the  army, 
becaufc  of  the  fizc  of  the  whip. 

Had  once  an  opportunity  of  obferving  the  treat- 
ment of  a  jobbing  gang,  which  he  thought  beyond 
what  human  nature  couKl  fupport  for  any  length  of 
time,  becaufc  their  allowance  of  food,  (which  he 
daily  faw)  was  not  equal  to  fupport  them,  and  this 
he  underftood  to  be  generally  the  cafe.  This  gang 
had  the  fame  refpite  at  noiin  as  plantation  negroes, 
but  as  fome  of  them  would  eat  their  week's  allow- 
ance in  3  or  4  days,  they  were  obliged  to  carry  wood 

and 
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His  knowD  «ft4tei,  where  fUves  were  worfe  fed  ly^i^ 
wid  clothed  than  on  others }  in  con&quence,  wfre»-''VV 
great  thieves :  eat  alfo  putrid  carcafes.     Food  is  th<t 
general  o^jeft  of  theft  among  flavesj  and  at  the 
hazard  of  their  lives. 

Picking  of  grafs  a  coaliderable  addition  to  their 
\9b0ur.     Done  at  dinner-time,  and  after  fun-fist.      P*  109* 

An  overfeeri  on  the  eftate  where  he  wajS,  (Mr. 
Coghlan)  threw  a  flave  into  the  boiling  cane  juice, 
who  died  in  four  days.  He  va&  i)oc  punilbed  other- 
wile  than  by  replacing  the  Have,  and  being  difmitfed 
the  fcrvice.  Was  told  of  this  by  the  owner's  fpn, 
the  carpenter,  and  many  (laves  on  the  eftace.  Ha^ 
heard  it  often. 

Has  known  entertainments  given  among  negroes  1 
fome  of  which  might  cofl  a  thirty-fix  Ihilling  piece, 
but  fuch  were  very  rare,  (p.  no.)  * 

Afield  Have  in  favourable  circumftances,  (he does 
not  mean  the  commonality)  may  earn  about  fix  bits 
a  week :  he  has  known  them  fo  poor  as  not  to  be 
able  to  buy  poultry.  Never  heard  of  a  field  negro 
buying  his  freedom,  (p.  no.) 

Slaves  were   not  allowed  to  keep  flieep  on  anyP.  XIO. 
eftate  he  knew.     On  fome  they  might  keep  two  or 
three  goats,  but  very  few  allowed  it.    Some  keep  a 
few  pigs,  and  poultry)  if  able  to  buy  any. 

While  a  manager,  he  never  received  any  direc- 
tions about  attention  to  pregnant  women  or  children. 
Has  hc;ard  managers  fay,  it  was  cheaper  to  buy 
African  Aaves  than  to  breed :  that  they  wiflied  the 
children  to  die,  for  they  loft  much  of  the  mother'* 
work  during  their  infancy. 

The  befl:  recommendation  of  a  manager  was,  that 
he  made  the  moft  fugar. 

On  the  eftates  he  knew,  the  fcxes  were  about 
equal. 

Of  imported  Africans,  women  have  the  belt  chanceP.  in. 
for  life. 

On  the  eftates  he  knew,  more  men  died  than 
^ouien. 


^  W.    I  H  D  I  B  I.  J.  T  I  K  K  r. 

1.791.      Once  Uw,  in  Jfttiuica,  3  negro  nufcui  with  awoodcQ 
'  leg,  at  wuik. :  upon  aiking  the  while  people  who  fu- 
uciinccntled  the  work,  how  he  had  loll  his  leg,  wu 
anfwcred,  that  it  was  for  no  good,  for  the  fellow 
uUd  to  run  away  for  months  at  a  [ime. 

The  Uivti  fituation  and  treatment  will  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  difpofition  and  circumiUnces  of  tba 
owner  i  tor  on  one  or  two  cllatcs  in  [he  neighbour* 
hood  of  his  ftation,  the  flaves  were  well  treated  ( 
they  appeared  much  happier  than  on  feveral  others 
adjumingi  (confi-qucnuy  he  imagines  belter  Ced.y 
Thinks  none  of  thcfc  Hole  to  fupply  their  wanta,  w 
was  frequently  the  cafe  with  other  gangs  in  chft 
i)cighbt>urliood, 

Sdw  the  negroes  go  W«lsly  to  n»Ar)^^ 
of  14.  or  15  miles. 


Witnefs  examined — John  Terry,  of  Afkrig, 
Yorklhire. 

P.  1O7.      Was  in  Grenada  from  1776  to  1790.     Firfl  7  or 
8  yc-ars  an  ovtrlVer,  then  a  manager. 

Thought  the  flavrs  treatment  very  bad}  it  hurt 
him  much  at  tirll ;  in  tunc  became  more  inured 
to  it. 

Has  known  (laves  puniilied  by  managers  feverely 
for  triHing  faults;  durll  not  complain  to  owner,  for 
fear  of  worfe  tieatment;  has  known  them  puniihed 
for  fo  doing  by  owner,  and  fent  back,  though  their 
P.  108. complaint  was  jiift.  Field  Haves  ufually  bear  marks 
of  the  whip.  Never  heard  that  a  flave  compiaintrd 
10  a  magiflrate  of  his  owner,  manager,  ovcrlccr,  or 
attorney. 

Has  known  the  fame  perfnn  both  attorney,  ma- 
nager, and  doiftor,  on  one  eftate. 

Never  knew  a  planter  or  manager  interfere  with 
another's  treatment  of  his  flaves. 

Has 
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being  to  fupply  them  with  powder  and  ball,  and  1791. 
encourage  them  to  go  to  war.     They  anfwcrcd  they  w'"V"»-' 
would  go  to  war  in  two  or  three  days :  by  chat  time 
they  came  to  the  factory,   faid  they  were  going  to 
war,  and   wanted  powder,  ball>  rum,  and  tobacco. 
They  were  drefTed  in  fome  kind  of  (kins,  with  large 
caps,  and  their  faces  painted  white,  to  make  them 
look  dreadful.      They  aflced  for  a  drink  of  rum, 
which  whcrf  given  them,  they  went  ofT  to  the  num* 
ber  of  25  or  30.     After  fix  or  feven  days  Tome  ofP.  >  14. 
them  returned  with  two  women,  and  a  girl,  6  or  7 
years  old. 

They  faid  they  had  got  thefe  in  a  fmall  town  which 
they  furprifed  in  the  night,  that  others  had  got  ofF,buc 
they  expefted  the  reft  of  the  party  would  bring  them 
in,  in  z  or  3  days.  When  thefe  arrived,  they  broughc 
with  them  two  men  whom  he  knew,  and  had  traded 
with.  Upon  queftioning  them,  dilcovered  the  wo- 
men he  had  bought,  to  be  their  wives.  Both  men 
and  women  informed  him  that  the  war-men  had.  taken 
them  while  aQcep. 

The  war-men  ufed  to  go  out  once  or  twice  in  8^*  "5* 
or  10  days,  while  he  was  at  Scaflusi  it  was  their 
conftant  way  of  getting  flaves,  he  believed,  becaufe 
they  always  came  to  the  faftory  before  fetting  out, 
and  demanded  powder,  ball,  gunflints,  and  fmall 
fhot ;  alfo  rum,  tobacco,  and  a  few  other  articles. 
When  fupplied,  they  blew  the  horn,  made  the  war 
cry,  and  (et  off.  If  .they  met  with  no  Haves,  they 
would  bring  him  fome  ivory,  cam-wood,  &c.  Some- 
times he  accompanied  them  a  mile  or  fo,  and  once 
joined  the  party,  anxious  to  know  by  what  means 
they  obtained  the  (laves.  Having  travelled  all  day, 
they  came  to  a  fmall  river,  when  he  was  told  they 
had  but  a  little  way  further  to  goj  after  crofling 
which,  they  delayed  till  dark.  When  they  had  got 
over,  (about  the  middle  of  the  night)  he  was  afraid 
to  go  further,  and  alked  the  king's  fon  to  leave  him 
a  guard  of  4  men.  In  half  an  hour  he  heard  the  war 
cry,    by  which  he  underftood  they  had  reached  a 
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Never  knew  any  children  die  of  the  !ockcd-jaw. 

Free  negroes  were  generally  as  well-behaved  as 
others  in  the  fame  rank  of  focicty.  Thofe  who  had 
learnt  a  trade,  worked  as  journeymen  with  white 
mailers :  thofe  who  had  not,  went  a  ftlhing,  by  which 
Ihcv  earned  more  than  by  field  work. 

The  driver's  whip  is  a  fcvcre  inftrument,  and  will 
bring  blood  through  the  breeches.  Twenty  ftripes 
feverely  laid  on  the  bare  breech,  may  unfic  a  man 
for  work  for  two  or  three  days. 

The  opinion  in  Grenada,  upon  paHing  the  lafl 
flave  ad  there»  was,  that  it  never  would  have  the 
intended  eScd. 
112.     Did  not  obferve  it  make  any  difference,  except  in 
the  half  days  in  the  week. 

The  clergymen  of  the  parifh  where  he  rcfided 
never  jurrl'oriiK'J  the  duty  ilit;  net  iinpofed  on  ihem. 

Never  heard  of  any  complaints  againft  tliem  for 
non-performance  of  it. 


Wicnefs  examined — John  Bowman, 

Clerk  to  a  S'lip-Builder  of  Whitehaven. 

2.  Was  in  the  African  employ,  from  1765  to  1776, 
moftlv  on  the  Windward  Coafl:,  as  third,  fecond, 
and  clref  mate.  Sent  up  the  country  as  a  trading 
m.iie  to  buy  Hives,  ivory,  aiul  cam-wood-,  a  diltance 
of  20  to  40  or  50  miles,  in  the  rivers  Scafllis,  S. 
Leone,  Jinik,  wuhm  the  rocks  of  Grand  Builau,  and 
JLircle  Cap<:-   Mount  River. 

Was  flight  months  as  a  faiftor  at  the  head  of  S. 
Leone  ;  and  17  10  iS  montlis  ar  that  of  die  R,  Scallus. 
Traded  in  a  boat  at  Junk,  Grand  B-Ufiu,  and  Little 
Cape   Mount  Rivers. 

HavinL;  fettled  at  the  head  of  Scaflus  with  10 
flavcs  money,  he  informed  the  Kins;,  and  others, 
that   he   was   come   to  rcfiJc  as  a  trauer,  ins  orders 

being 
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men  good  and  honeft.     Frovifions  of  every  kind  1791.. 
were  abundant  in  the  town.     Has  feen  countrymen  «.*v*rf 
carrying  bafkets  of  4v.'  or  5olb.  weight  of  ricc>  be- 
lidcs  fowls,  eggs,  &c.  whicK  he  has  bofight  in  ex- 
change for  tobacco  and  beads. 

The  natives  appeared  to  be  induftrious,  and  dif- 
pofcd  CO  trade  in  their  native  produce  Believes 
they  would  have  cultivated  inoflsground,  if  agreater 
fupply  had  been  wanted  by  the  ftttpping.  When 
afked,  they  have  faid  they  would  like  to  trade  with 

J  rood  white  men  in  their  own  produce,  and  would 
bon  make  more  plantations  of  rice. 

When  under  Captain  Sirangeways,  the  (hip  then  P.  119. 
lying  in  the  river  S.  l..eone,  at  -White^man's  bay, 
ready  to  fail,  he  was  ordered  down  from  the  f.idory, 
(all  the  fliip's  company  being  then  dead  but  five) 
and  the  captain,  who  (ent  him  on  Ihore  to  invite 
two  traders  on  board.  They  came,  and  were  Ihewn 
into  the  cabin.  Meantime  people  were  employed  in 
fettmg  the  fails,  it  being  almoll  night,  and  the  land 
breeze  making  down  the  river.  When  they  had 
weighed  anchor,  and  got  out  to  fea,  the  witnefs  was 
called  down  by  the  captain,  who,  fwinting  to  the 
fail  cafe,  defired  him  to  look  into  it,  .and  fee  what  a 
fine  prize  he  had  got.  To  his  furprife,  he  faw  lying 
fad  afleep  the  two  men  who  had  come  on  board  with 
him,  the  captain  having  made  them  drunk,  and  con- 
cealed them  there.  When  they  awoke,  they  were  fcnt 
upon  deck,  ironed,  and  put  forward  among  the  other 
(laves.     On  arrival  at  Antigua,  they  were  fold. 

The  natives  were  afraid  to  come  along-fide  of  aF.  I20< 
vefTel  when  under  fail. 

Frauds  were  praflifed  by  Europeans  in  the  articles 
they  traded  in  with  the  natives  j  fuch  as  in  rum,  by 
mixing  ir ;  in  powder  kegs,  feemingly  large,  but  hold- 
ing only  a  little ;   in  fatfe  fteely^rds  and  weights. 

The  natives,  where  he  refided,  were  friendly  and 
hofpitable  i  juft  and  punctual  in  their  dealings. 

When  he  began  to  fettle  at  the  river  Scaffus,  there 
were  only  four  or  live  houfes  there;,  and  about  2^ 

Numb.  4.  1  •^to'^t^ 
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1791.  people,  fo  that  he  was  doubtful  if  he  could  do  it-td 
4i«v^  advantage:  but  informing  the  king,  that  a  ¥rhitc 
man  was  come  to  trade  with  them,  was  told  that 
ftran^ers  would  come  and  fettle  there.  In  the  courfe 
of  a  fcw  days,  fevcral  people  came  and  built  hou(es^ 
and  the  town  increafcd  fait,  (p.  121.)  So  that  there 
might  be  40  to  50  boufes,  and  1 20  to  130  inhabitants 
when  he  left  it.    V;  *■ 

P.  121.  r  Has  been  in  JMnaica,  Antigua,  Grenada,  St.  Vin- 
cent's, Dominiqut,  and  Barbadoes,  in  moft  of  which 
he  has  feen  Guinea  feamen  lying  about  in  an  ulc^« 
rated  abjed  ftate,  without  means  of  fupport. 


rfM 


Witnefs  examined, — Jonrr  Douglas,  Bottfwain  of 

th^  Ruffel  Man  of  War. 

P.  121.  Sailed  to  Africa  in  1771,  in  the  Warwick -Caftle 
flave  (hip.  Only  one  voyage  in  the  trade;  becaufe 
he  could  not  bear  with  the  filthinefs  and  difagree- 
ablenefs  of  the  voyage. 

Seamen  were  well  ufcd  in  his  (hip ;  not  fufFered  to 
lodge  between  decks  when  the  (laves  were  on  board. 
P.  1 22. Loft  7  out  of  53.     Had  plenty  of  provifions. 

Had  reafon  to  believe  that  the  crews  of  other  (hips 
on  the  coaft,  were  neither  fo  well  fed,  nor  treated ; 
beckufe  boats  from  the  Gregfon,  and  others,  which 
he  cannot  mention,  came  often  aboard,  and  the  fea- 
men begged  much  for  provifions. 

As  to  the  ways  in  which  (laves  are  procured: 
when  a(hore  at  Bonny  Point,  he  faw  a  young  wo- 
man come  out  of  the  wood  to  the  water-fide  to  bathe ; 
.  foon  after,  two  men  came  from  the  wood,  feized, 
bound  and  beat  her,  for  making  refiftance,  and 
bringing  her  to  him,  defired  him  to  put  heron  board, 
which  he  did ;  the  captain's  orders  were,  when  any 
body  brought  down  (laves,  inftantly  to  put  them  off 
to  the  Ihip. 

When 
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-  When  a  (hip  arrives  at  Bonny,  the  king  fends  fiis  i79i< 
war  canoes  up  the  rivers,  where  they  furprize  all  they  Vi-v*J 
can  lay  hold  of.  They  had  a  young  man  on  board, 
who  was  thus  captured,  with  his  father,  mother,  and 
three  filters.  The  young  man  afterwards  in  Jamaica 
having  learncKngli(h,  told  him  the  ftory,  and  faid  it 
was  a  common  praftice. 

War  canoes  always  armed.  p,  123. 

Slaves  fent  in  the  king's  canoes,  came  openly  in 
the  day,  others  in  the  evening,  with  one  or  two 
bound,  lying  in  the  boat's  bottom,  covered  with 
mats. 

Near  Cape  Coaft,  the  natives  make  fmoke  as  a  fig- 
nal  for  trade  1  they  fawthe  fmoke  and  Hood  in  (hore* 
which  brought  off  many  canoes :  pipes,  tobacco,  and 
brandy,  were  got  on  deck,  to  entice  them  on  board  1 
the  gratings  were  unlaid,  the  Have-room  cleared,  and 
every  preparation  made  to  feize  them  j  two  only 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  -come  up  the  (hip's  fide,  - 
who  Hood  in  the  main  chains,  but  on  the  feamens 
approaching  them,  they  jumped  off*,  and  the  canoes 
all  made  for  (hore. 

The  Gregfon's  people,  while  at  Bonny,  informed 
them,  that  in  running  down  the  coaft,  they  had  kid- 
napped 32.  He  faw  naves  on  board  that  (hip  when 
Ihc  came  in  ;  and  it  is  not  cullomary  for  vellcis  bound 
to  Bonny,  to  ftop  and  trade  by  the  way. 

Does  not  think  (laves  are  much  fubje£t  to  fca> 
fickncfs. 

Has  been  in  the  Weft  Indies  in  the  king's  and 
merchants  fervice,  from  1766  to  1782. 

Has  frequently  fcen  Guinea  Icamen  lying  or  wan- 
dering about  the  ftreets  and  wharfs,  moftly  in  Ja- 
maica, in  a  difeafed  and  miferable  condition  :  they 
were  called  wharfingers  ;  it  was  on  tiie  north-fide  of 
th?  i.  id  he  has  fcen  the  molti  many  ofwhom  were 
not  capable  of  walking  toKingfton  for  relief. 

Rei  .,llc6l:s  to  have  fecn  3  funerals  of  Guinea  (]aves 

in  the  Weft  Indies,  ac  which  they  fiiig  and  arc  mer- 

1  a  ry-i 
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1791.  ly;  and  naming  the  deceafed,  they  fay,  he  is  going 
*--v**i'  home  !•>  Guinea. 


Wiinefs  examined,— Major  General  Tottinhau. 

P,  115.  Went  out  to  the  Weft  Indies  in  1779,  with  four 
regiiT>enri  ouder  his  cunmand.  Was  about  20 
mxiti'S  in  Bjrbaaoes,  and  fometime  at  St.  JLucia, 
61.  K.  Tt's,  and  St.  Euftatius. 

Thi.  ki  the  Oaves  in  Barbadocs  were  treated  with 
the  Liteatert  cruelty.  Camot  judge  of  the  other 
ifla-ids,  from  his  (hort  ftay  there. 

All  the  punifhmcnts  he  faw  were  remarkably  fe- 
verc.  Was  at  a  planter's  houfe,  when  the  jumper 
came.  Heard  him  a(k  the  miftcr,  if  he  had  any 
commands  for  him.  He  faid,  no.  Jumper  then 
afkcj  th'-  m  ftrcfs,  who  replied,  yes.  She  diiefted 
hi'ii  to  take  i>ui  two  very  decent  women,  who  attend- 
ed at  table,  and  10  give  each  or  them  a  dozen.  Ge- 
neral T.  ex^iolluUtcd  with  her,  but  in  vain.  They 
were  taken  out  to  the  publick  parade,  and  he  had 
the  cunoficy  to  go  with  them.  The  jumper  carried 
a  long  whip,  like  our  waggoners.  He  ordered  one 
of  the  women  to  turn  her  back,  and  to  take  up  her 
clothes  entirely,   and  he  gave  her  a  dozen  on  the 

P.  126.  breech.  Every  ftroke  brought  flelh  from  her.  She 
behaved  with  allonilhing  forutude.  After  the  punilh- 
ment,  (he,  according  to  cuftom,  curtclied  and  thank- 
ed him  riie  other  had  the  Tame  punifhm*  nt,  and 
behaved  in  the  fame  way.  About  3  weeks  before 
the  hurricane,  he  faw  a  youth,  about  19,  walking  in 
Ithe  (Greets,  in  a  moft  deplorable  Htuation,  intirrly 
naked,  and  an  iron  collar  about  his  neck,  with  five 
Jong,  projefting  fpikcs.  His  body,  before  and  be- 
hind his  breech,  belly  and  thighs,  were  almoft  cut 
to  pieces,  and  with  running  fores  alt  over  them,  and 
you  might  put  your  fingers  in  fomc  of  the  wheals. 
fie  could  not  lit  down,  owing  to  his  breech  being  in 

a  ftate 
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a itate  of  mortification!  and  it  was  impoQible  for  1791. 
him  to  lie  down,  from  the  projcSion  of  the  prongs.  «— v— t 
The  boy  came  to  the  general,  and  afked  relief.  He 
was  fhocked  at  his  appearance,  and  alked  him  what 
he  had  done  to  fuffer  fuch  punifliment,  and  who  tn- 
fiiftcd  it.  He  faid  it  was  nis  mafter,  who  lived  a- 
bout  2  miles  from  town  ;  and  chat,  as  he  could  not 
work,  he  would  give  him  nothing  to  eat. 

There  were  very  few  flaves  that  did  not  bear  the 
marks  of  the  whip.  If  fcverely  laid  on,  they  retain 
the  marks  many  years.  There  is  no  comparifon  at 
ali,  between  plantation  and  regimental  punilliments, 
the  former  being  fo  much  more  fevere.  MUitary 
only  cut  the  (km,  the  others  cut  out  the  fielh. 

The  field  negroes  were  treated  more  like  brutes, 
thjn  tlic  human  Ipecies.  The  houfe  negroes  are 
clotiied  and  bectcr  fed. 

Sbves  in  general  appeared  very  ill  fed.  Was  in* 
fonntrd,  each  (^ave  for  24  hours  had  a  pint  of  grain, 
which  he  boiled  i  and  fometimes  half  3  rotten  her- 
ring, w'-en  to  be  had.  When  unfit  for  the  whites, 
thry  were  bought  up  by  the  planters  for  the  Haves. 

There  was  no  care  taken  of  flaves  fuperanuaced  P.  117. 
and  palt  labour.  They  arc  turned  adrift,  and 
obliged  to  live  by  plunder.  He  has  fcen  them  him- 
feif.  An  old  >v^man,  paft  labour,  told  him  ftie  was 
fei  adrift  by  her  mailer,  to  (hifi  for  herfelf.  He  faw 
^er  ab.)ur  3  days  alter,  lying  dead  in  the  fame  place. 

No  atcention  at  all  feemed  to  be  paid  to  keeping 
lip  [he  ftock  by  breeding.  On  the  contrary,  he  be- 
lieves many  difcouraged  it.  He  faw  but  a  very 
fm.ill  proportion  of  children. 

He  has  lecn  the  women  at  work  with  the  hoe, 
and  their  naked  infants  lying  oa  the  ground,  clufe 
by  them. 

In  1780,  a  Dutch  Guineaman  was  taken,  and 
brought  to  Barbadoes.  He  thinks  they  had  about 
270  iTaves.  He  atcended  molt  of  their  fales,  and  ob- 
served a  number  of  the  fick  Haves  in  an  adjoining 
yard.     Tnufe  that  were  nut  very  ill,  were  put  into 

huts. 
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1791.  huts,  and  thofe  that  were  worfe,  were  left  in  the  yard 
v»v<^  to  die,  for  nobody  gave  them  any  thing  to  eac  or 
drink.     Some  of  them  lived  3  days  in  that  ftate. 

The  free-negroes  fcemcd-  very  induftrious.  The 
greateft  misfortune  of  all  negroes  is,  that  they  are 
kft  in  darknefs.  He  obferved  a  vaft  difference  be- 
tween the  negroes  at  St.  Lucia  and  any  others,  ow- 
ing to  the  attention  of  the  priefts,  who  inflrufted 
them  in  religion  and  morality. 
P.  128.  He  has  feen  a  great  many  Englifh  feamen  in  great 
diftrefs,  in  Barbadoes;  for  the  captains  often  ice 
them  afhore  to  (hift  for  themfelves.  He  cannot  fay 
from  what  (hips  they  came;  but  only  from  mer- 
chantmen. In  St.  Lucia,  while  in  our  hands,  he  faw 
ieveral  Engliih  feamen  lying  in  the  fame  ftate. 

There  was  no  fort  of  pains  taken  to  prevent  pro*- 
mifcuous  intcrcourfe,  not  even  with  domeflicks, 
waiting  on  their  miftreffes. 

Is  very  pofuive  the  impreflion  on  his  mind,  of  the 
treatment  of  flaves,  was  made  at  the  time,  and  on 
the  fpot ;  for  he  repeatedly  told  the  people  of  Bridge- 
town, that  he  hoped  to  live  to  fee  the  unfortunate 
fituacion  of  thofe  poor  wretches,  taken  up  by  fome 
member  of  parliament;  that,  fhould  fuch  an  event 
take  plac^,  he  fhould  look  upon  it  as  his  duty  to  of- 
fer a  voluntary  declaration  of  what  he  knew  of  the 
matter. 

He  thinks  a  prefent  abolition  of  the  flave  trade, 
would  be  attended  with  very  ferious  confequences  j 
but,  if  thofe  unfortunate  beings  were  not  left  to  the 
tyranny  of  their  cruel  maftcrs,  but  were  inltrufted  in 
morality,  and  their  increafe  encouraged,  and  they 
were  rewarded  for  good  behaviour,  he  thinks  that, 
at  a  future  period,  the  flave  trade  would  die  away 
ofitfclf. 


Witnefs 
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Witnefs  examined,  ^ — Robert  Forster,  of  Heblc- 
thwaite,  Yorklhire. 

Was  in  every  Britifh  ifiand,  except  Jamaica,  in  all  '79'- 
about  6  years,  ending  1778.     The  firft  4  years  ap-jj*"""^ 
prentice  in-a  ftorc  in  St.  John's,  Antigua ;  the  reft"'  '^9" 
orthe  time  a  midlhipmiin  and  fecond  inafter>  and 
pilot  of  the  king's  brig,  EndeavouT. 

He  lived  among  the  town'  fiaves,  and  often  went 
to  collect  debts,  and  vifit  managers  in  the  country. 
When  in  the  king's  fh'rp,  he  fpent  much  time  among 
them,  having  known  them  before. 

The  general  lYnprelTion  on  his  mind  was,  that 
llaves  were  feverely  treated,  and  in  a  low,  deprclled 
ftate. 

in  Antigua,  the  common  allowance  was,  7  pints 
of  corn,  or  horfe-bcans,  for  able  negroes,  with  about 
3  or  4  herrings  weekly  ;  occafionaily  a  little  fair, 
fometimes  rum,  but  not  very  common.  Their  work 
is  hard.  The  bell  calls  them  Co  it  at  day-break,  and 
they  work  till  fun-fet|  have  2  hours  at  noon;  but 
in  their  hours  of  reft,  grafs  is  expefted.  They  are 
treated  never  as  fellow- creatures,  but  merely  as  pro- 
perty, and  are  feverely  puniftied  for  (light  offences. 

They  are  allowed  a  few  yards  fquare  of  ground  t 
but  only  Sundays  to  cultivate  it,  except  a  few,  who 
had  Saturday  afternoon. 

The  plough  might  be  advantageoufly  ufed,  andP.  13c. 
though  perhaps  not  wholly  to  fupcrccde  the  hoe,  yet 
might  cafe  the  negroes  of  many  difficult  parts  of 
their  manual  labour.  The  grinding  of  their  corn  at 
night,  by  hand,  was,  in  crop,  a  great  hardfhip  :  they 
might  be  much  relieved  by  fomc  trifling  mechanifm 
applied  in  the  fugar-mill,  and  in  many  other  cafes. 
In  general,  they  fcem  to  have  no  idea  of  improve- 
ments to  eafe  their  flaves.  Underftood  it  a  general 
opinion,  that  if  negroes  were  not  conftaniiy  kept  at 
hard  labour,  they  would  become  unruly. 
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.  huts,  and  thofe  that  were  worfc,  were  left  in  ihe  yard 

'  to  die,  for  nobody  gave  them  any   thing  to  eat  or 

drink.     Some  of  them  lived  2  days  in  that  ftatc. 

The  free-negroes  Iccmed  very  indultriotis.  The 
grcateft  misfortune  of  all  nejjrocs  is,  that  they  are 
left  in  darkncfs.  He  obfcrved  a  vaft  difTcrence  be- 
tween the  negroes  at  St.  Lucia  and  any  others,  ow- 
ing to  the  attention  of  the  pririls,  who  inllrufted 
them  in  religion  and  morality. 
S.  He  has  ftcn  a  great  many  Englifh  feamcn  in  greac 
dilirefs,  in  Barbadocs ;  for  the  captains  often  fee 
them  alhorc  to  fliift  for  thcnfifclves.  He  cannot  fay 
from  what  fhips  they  came  -,  hut  only  from  mcr- 
cliantmcn.  In  St.  Lucia,  while  in  our  hands,  be  faw 
tveral  Englilh  feamcn  lying  in  the  fame  ftate. 

There  was  no  forced  pains  taken  to  prevent  pro- 
mifciious  inicrcoiirff,  not  even  with  domcffick^, 
w.iirint;  on  thtir  millrcfil'!;. 

Is  very  porinvc  the  iiiii^relliDn  on  hli  mind,  of  the 
trc3tnu-iu  of  n  ivcs,  was  mji,lc  at  tiic  cme,  and  on 
the  Ipo: ;  fur  he  repeatedly  iiAA  tlie  people  of  Bridge- 
town, that  he  hctpei.1  to  live  to  lee  [lie  iiiifortunatc 
fituatioii  nf  thoie  poor  wretches,  t.iken  up  bv  ioine 
nieiuberof  [)  irli;iment  i  thai,  (Imuld  fiirli  an  event 
t-ike  nl.ic;-,  he  ilioul.i  io.ik  upon  it  as  his  ikry  to  of- 
fer a  votuiitary  ilcclaraLioii  ol  wiuc  lie  knew  of  tue 
matter. 

Me  thinks  a  prefcnt  abolition  of  the  flave  trade, 
woiih!  be  attcniied  with  very  iVrious  coniVijuenccs ; 
but,  i!  Eiioie  iM(oriii[ia;e  li,-jii.£s  v.eie  not  lei'r  to  the 
tyr.iiinv  oi  their iriiel  [iialk-r^,  but  were  ini'i:riK't>.-d  in 
i;ior.il;ty,  ;iik1  their  increafe  cneouratied,  anil  tliey 
wtre  rewanied  lor  <;ooki  behaviom',  he  thinks  tJiat, 
;ir  .1  Iljuiic  periuJ,   the   I'Uve  trade  vvoiiKi  die  away 
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vere,  and  he  has  known  a  Creole  wonnan  drop  hot  1791. 
feaiing-wax  on  a  wench's  back,  after  a  flogging,  ^-v*^. 
He,  and  many  others,  faw  a  young  woman  of  for- 
tune and  charadler,  Aog  a  negro  man  very  feverely 
with  her  own  hands.  Many  fimilar  infl:ances  he 
could  relate,  if  ncceflary  j  they  are  almoft  innume- 
rable. He  has  been  fpeaking  chiefly  of  town  do- 
mefticks. 

Slaves  have  no  legal  prote£tion  at  all  againft  their 
mafters,  for  any  injqry  (hort  of  murder.  A  little  be- 
fore he  arrived  in  Antigua,  one  Patrick,  a  huckfter, 
whom  he  knew,  murdered  a  woman  flave,  with  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  muft  attrocious  and  fayage  barba- 
rity. He  was  tried,  convi^ed,  and  fined.  He  was 
uruverfally  blamed,  but  was  dealt  with  as  ufual. 
Slaves  have  no  moJe  of  getting  redrefa  from  daily 
injuries  of  whites,  nor  their  owners ;  and  even  fome- 
timcs  their  owners  cannot  get  redrefs  for  ihcm.  AP*  IJ3« 
negro  woman  was  drowned  by  fome  feamen  of  the 
Favourite  floop  of  war.  A  negro  man  was  knocked 
on  the  head  and  drowned,  for  dealing  a  piece  of 
beef,  alongfide  a  merchantman,  at  St.  John's.  Thefe 
fa(5ts  were  well  known,  but  no  inquiry  made. 

He  has  known  negroes,  but  not  mkny,  turned 
adrift  by  their  owners,  when  paft  labour. 

Negroes  are  liable  to  be  taken  for  their  matter'* 
debts,  and  are  confined  in  a  ctofe,  difagreeable  dun- 
geon, till  Ibid.  No  regard  paid,  that  he  remem- 
bers, to  felling  families  together.  Saw  a  family  of 
mulattoes  and  blacks  fold  at  vendue,  and  fent  to  dif- 
ferent illatids.  They  difcovercd  great  forrow  at  be- 
ing feparated. 

African  negroes  fliewed  the  moft  extravagant  joy 
at  their  friends  funerals,  from  believing  the  dcceafcd 
gone  back  to  their  country. 

He  hasfcen  many  of  thofc  deplorable  objefts, 
Guinea  feamen,  particularly  on  the  beach  ar  Rol'eau, 
Dominique.  When  the  Endeavour  was  at  Grenada, 
there  were  7  Guinea  feamen,  exceedingly  emaciated 
and  full  of  fores,  who  compkincd  much  of  their 
Numb.  4.  K  \VV 
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1791.       TheindrumencofpuoifluiWDtcutitbeu-acIh,  and 
«--v-~»  leaves  indelible  marks. 

No  attention  ac  all  was  paid  to  marriage.  It  did 
noi  appear  co  hun,  ihu  they  attended  m  much  to 
the  rearing  of  children,  as  we  do  to  the  rearing  of 
P.  ijO.caUes.  He  Ins  known  exceptions.  A  widow  Sher- 
I*.  I  ji-vington  was  left  in  debt,  with  5  or  6  negroe*,  who, 
by  kind  trc«mcnt,  incrcafed,  in  15  or  ^oyenn,  to 
15,  or  more.  He  knows  feveralfui'h  inftances.  A» 
to  cltatcs,  on  the  whole  of  Col.  Farle  's  plantations, 
they  had  no  need  of  new  negroes.  He  has  heard 
bim  fay,  there  was  a  conliderable  incrcafe  on  one 
particularly.  A  Mr,  Tho.  Gravener's  negroes  alfo 
increalcd.  He  knew  captain  Thomafon,  of  Sea- 
cow-bay,  Tortola,  who  has  wanted  no  new  negroes 
for  many  years. 

Little  or  no  .ittention  was  paid  to  inflructirg  (laves 
In  religion,  lie  believes  none  at  all  by  the  eflab- 
liflicd  cicrpy.  Wlierc  inftruftion  has  been  attempt- 
ed, as  it  hz'i  on  fevcial  Antigua  cftates,  by  Moravian 
miirionaries,  die  advantage  was  evident  in  their  man- 
ners and  behaviour. 
P.  151.  Thoie  were  not  thought  the  mod  fiourifhlng 
ci^ates,  which  bought  the  moft  new  negroes.  It 
was  exactly  the  revcife. 

lie  never  l^new,  or  heard,  of  a  field-negro  buying 
his  freedom. 

Uomellicks  have  much  lefs  work  than  field-ne- 
groes ;  but  iheit  fituation,  in  fome  rclptfts,  is  per- 
haps harder;  for,  being  under  the  hand  of  caprici- 
ous, palTionaie  mafters  and  miftreircs,  they  are  often 
punilhed,  not  only  corporally,  but  with  numberlefs 
teazingand  mortifications  ;  nor  are  they  lb  regularly 
fed.  He  never  knew  them  allowed  above  one-half 
bit  a  day  ;  and  he  believes  fome  are  often  driven  to 
"•  ^32>  theft  or  prollitution,  by  want.  The  women  donief- 
ticks  are  expefted  lo  drefs  neatly,  and,  having  no 
clothes  from  their  owners,  they  mull  uie  indirect 
means  to  get  them.  They  arc  not  often  whi[)pcd 
publickly  i  but  their  private  whippings  arc  very  fe- 

vercj 
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vrre,  and  he  has  known  a  Creole  woman  drop  hot  I79i> 
fcaling-wax  on  a  wench's  back,  after  a  flogging.  *--¥■*•/ 
He,  and  many  others,  faw  a  young  woman  of  for- 
tune and  charaflcr,  flog  a  negro  man  very  feverely 
with  her  own  hands.  Many  limilar  inftances  he 
could  relate,  if  neceflUry  i  ihey  are  almoft  innume- 
rable. He  has  been  fpcaking  chiefly  of  town  do- 
mefticks. 

Slaves  have  no  legal  protedion  at  all  agamft  their 
mafl:erSj  for  any  injury  ftiort  of  murder.  A  little  be- 
fore he  arrived  in  Antigua,  one  Patrick,  a  huckfter, 
whom  he  knew,  murdered  a  woman  Have,  with  cir- 
cumfl:anccs  of  the  moft  actrocious  and  favage  barba- 
rity. He  was  tried,  convicted,  and  fined.  He  was 
univerfally  blamed,  but  was  dealt  with  as  ufual. 
Slaves  have  no  moJe  of  getting  redrefs  from  daily 
injuries  of  whites,  nor  their  owners ;  and  even  fomc- 
times  their  owners  cannot  get  redrefs  for  them.  AP-  133. 
negro  woman  was  drowned  by  fome  feamen  of  the 
Favourite  Qoop  of  war.  A  negro  man  was  knocked 
on  the  head  and  drowned,  for  dealing  a  piece  of 
beef,  alongfide  a  merchantman,  at  St.  John's.  Thefc 
h&s  were  well  known,  but  no  inquiry  made. 

He  has  known  negroes,  but  not  mtuy,  turned 
adrift  by  their  owners,  when  paft  labour. 

Negroes  are  liable  to  be  taken  for  their  mailer's 
debts,  and  are  conBned  in  a  clofe,  difagreeable  dun- 
geon, till  fold.  No  regard  paid,  that  he  remem- 
bers, to  felling  familicf  together.  Saw  a  family  of 
mulattoes  and  blacks  fold  at  vendue,  and  fenc  to  dif- 
ferent iflapds.  They  difcovered  great  forrow  at  be- 
ing feparated. 

African  negroes  (hewed  the  moft  extravagant  joy 
at  their  friends  funerals,  from  believing  the  deceafed 
gone  back  to  their  country. 

He  hasiecn  many  of  thofe  deplorable  objeiSs, 
Guinea  feamen,  particularly  on  the  beach  at  Roleau, 
Dominique.  When  the  Endeavour  was  at  Grenada, 
there  were  7  Guinea  feamen,  exceedingly  emaciated 
and  full  of  fores,  who  complained  much  of  their 
Numb.  4.  K  v\V 
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1791.  ill  ufage  in  the  voyage.     In  1  few  months,  they  rt- 
*^^v^  covered  fo  moch,  as  Scarcely  to  be  known  for  the 

*^-  134- fame  men.  Caprainsof  mcnof  war  fometimcs  take 
them,  to  recover  their  wages,  but  generally  do  not 
keep  them,  for  fear  of  infeftion.  Such  feamen  in 
Antigua,  are  called  wharhngcrs,  and  in  Dominique, 
fcow- bankers. 

He  lived  at  Lancader,  when  Have-fhips  were  fitted 
out  there.  From  their  ill  treatment,  and  the  fmall 
numbers  that  returned,  the  young  men  were  dif- 
couraged  from  entering  on  that  fcrvice,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  take  Ibme  (hips  10  Liverpool  to  man 
them. 

The  lives  of  a  prodigious  number  of  negroes  were 
carelcfsly  and  impolitically  facrificed  in  clearing  the 
Ice  fide  of  Dominique,  for  fugar  eftates.  He  fccol- 
Icits  one  planter  tliere  wlio  bought  30  new  negroes, 
and  loll  thfm  all  within  tlie  year. 

P.  135.  Nfgro  porters,  wlio  pay  their  owners  a  weekly 
fum,  hiving  no  fixed  rates,  endure  great  impofitions 
and  hardfhips.  If,  on  being  offered  too  little  for 
their  work,  they  remonftrate,  they  are  very  ofteti 
beaten,  and  receive  nothing  :  and  (hould  they  refufe 
the  next  call,  from  the  fame  perfon,  they  are  liable 
to  be  fummoned  before  a  magiftrate,  and  punilhed 
on  the  parade,  for  rcfufal,  and  he  has  known  them  fo 
punifhed.  Negroes  that  bring  grafs  to  town  to  felt, 
have  often  their  grafi  taken  away,  without  pay,  and 
fometimes  with  a  beating.  The  indignities  the  ne- 
groes receive  in  markets,  from  white  failors  and 
others,  are  frequent,  vexatious,  and  fevere. 


Witnefs  Examined, — Cipt.  John  Samuel  Smith,  of 
the  Royal  Navy, 

Was  in  the  Weft:  Indies  in  1772,  1^77,  and  1778, 
for   above  a  year  altogether. 

Had  fcveral  opportunities  of  obferving  the  treat- 
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ment  of  plantation-flaves,  from  meeting  with  an  old  1791. 
fchoolfeliow,  a  manager,  who  introduced  him  to  i^v^tf 
many  other  manors. 

Firll  imprcQion  was  that  (laves  were  treated  more 
like  beafts  than  the  human  fpecies.  The  mode  of  pu- 
nifliment  generally  was,  a  negro  ftretched  on  his  belly, 
on  the  ground,  a  man  at  each  hand  and  leg  %  the  pu- 
niflimcDt  inflifted  by  a  negro  with  a  long  whip>  ta- 
pering from  the  fize  of  one's  thumb,  to  a  fmall 
lafli.  At  every  ftrokc  a  piece  of  flefh'was  drawn 
out,  and  that  with  much  unconcern  t*  the  direAor 
of  the  punifliment. 

Grafs  picking  and  theft,  the  moft  frequent  caufes 
of  puni{hment.  Some  were  puniflied  for  not  getting 
fo  much  grafs  as  others,  and  that  at  a  time  when  he 
thought  it  impolTible  for  them  to' get  half  the  quan-* 
tity,  having  been  on  the  fpot.  The  graft  is  gene- 
rally picked  after  their  day's  work.  His  idea  is, 
they  ieldom  leave  work  till  fun-fet,  let  the  diftancc 
be  what  it  may:  and  they  are  obliged  to  pick  grafs 
all  the  way  home. 

The  plantation- flaves  were  very  generally  markedP.  I37» 
with  the  whip.     The  only  inftance  to  the  contrary 
is  what  he  fliall  fpeak  to  on  a  Grenada  eltale. 

It  by  no  means  appeared  to  him,  or  to  be  gene- 
rally underltood,  that  Haves  could  get  legal  redrefs 
for  ill  uf^e  by  their  mailers,  or  other  whites.  A 
ilavc  who  paid  his  matter  for  leave  to  work  for 
himfelf,  and  kept  a  Ihop  and  (laves  under  htm,  was 
employed  on  a  job,  by  a  gentleman  of  property  ;  on 
being  difpleafed  with  the  man,  he  fent  for  him  and 
punilhed  him  publickly,  and  the  (lave  had  no  re- 
drefs.  This  he  has  no  doubt  often  happens.  He 
has  heard  of  many  inftances  of  the  like. 

Has  heard  ot  many  cafes  of  (laves  fuflfering  from 
their  matter's  bad  circumftances,  and  has  heard  it 
often  obfcrved,  "  If  you  want  to  know  a  proprietor's 
circum (lances,  look  at  his  (laves." 

Thinks  a  planter's  refidence  a  necetTary  check  on 

managers,  and  it  was  generally  unflerllood  fo.    Has 

K  2  feK.\i. 
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1791.  fccn  managers  particularly  aHcnrivt  to  their  own 
*—»»-**  ftock  and  llavcs,  which  he  thinks  they  cwild  not 
have  done  had  the  owner  been  there.  This  differ- 
ence of  ufagc  muft  doubtlefs  caiife  much  jealouTy  to 
the  field-daves.  Has  often  fccn  more  food  given 
to  managers  fiaves ;  and  it  is  commonly  obfcrved, 
that  it  is  cafy  to  know  the  manager's  flaves  from  the 
owner's,  from  their  better  appearance.  Has  rcafbn 
P.  138. to  believe  managers  often  t.ivour  their  own  /laves, 
in  labour,  and  other  particulars,  cfpecially  in  grafs 
picking,  as  he  has  often  Teen  ;  and  he  has  no  doubt 
but  the  grafs  is  generally  appropriated  to  the  mana- 
ger more  than  the  owner.  Managers  never  employ 
their  own  llavcs  for  this  purpofe.  The  keeping 
Itock  is  generally  a  part  of  the  manager's  income, 
and  he  has  no  doubt  it  is  fed  at  the  proprietor's  ex- 
penie. 

Planters  never  appeared  careful  lo  !;eep  up  ilieir 
flavcs  by  jri-eding.  Has  ficn  iiillanccs  which  con- 
vinced iiirn  thar  manaoers  attended  more  to  the  in- 
creafe  of  their  own  (Ijvcs,  The  manacreis  feemed 
generally  profperous,  and  that  often  when  the  owners 
fti-med  to  be  poing  behind  hand. 

It  never  a|>pfared  to  him  that  any  attempts  were 
made  to  check  promilcuous  intercourle,  and  to  intro- 
tiv.cv  regular  domelHck  habits.  He  has  often  knuwn 
whi-re  people  from  the  fliI[)S  vificed  m:in,igers,  and  h.id 
op|;[jrtuni[ies  given  by  them  of  Icletling  women  for 
lliL-ir  private  ends:  nor  were  the  wives  01  negroes  fe- 
cure  from  the  whites  on  the  ellates.  He  has  known 
complaints  made  of  ihe  overleer  having  infringed  in 
that  particular,  againlt  the  woman's  will,  without 
redrels. 
1*.  139.  ' '^*  l<-'fri  many  flaves  negleftcd,  who  were  aged 
and  pail  labour.  On  oblerving  to  the  inhabitants 
the  Ihiteof  hKhnbiecIs,  he  has  been  cold,  that  biiild- 
inij  hofpi-.ds  for  "th.-m  would  be  endiefs,  as  fiaves 
w.<uld  bi.nQ  cumpjamts  en  themfelves  to  leave  the 
eildte. 

It 


W.  Indies.  Capt.  J.  S.  Smith.  77 

It  was  underftood  a  common  pradice,  and  he  1701. 
himfclf  has  known  inftances  of  women,  in  refpeilablc  s^-r^ 
ftations,  (landing  by  to  Ice  their  llaves  punilhed. 

Always  confidered  negroes  as  keen,  Icnfible,  wcll- 
difpofed  people,  when  their  habits  were  not  vitiated 
by  cruel  ulage. 

Never  thought  it  neceflary  to  treat  them  fo  feverc- 
ly,  having  leen  an  inftance  where  the  reverie  ufagc 
produced  a  good  effect,  and  which  he  often  men- 
tioned to  managers  whom  he  taw  acting  differently. 
Was  anfwered  it  might  be  pradifed  in  particular 
cafes,  but  it  would  be  impoOible  10  get  the  work 
done,  were  it  general.  The  manager,  in  that  one 
inftancc,  told  him  that  more  work  was  done  than 
on  eftatcs  where  the  treatment  was  otl^rwife.  HeP.  140. 
does  not  remember  afking  if  the  pairing  of  the  Haves 
was  attended  to  on  that  eftatc;  but  he  faw  religion 
the  firft  object  of  the  manager,  which  he  thought 
had  a  very  good  eflfeft. 

Believes  (laves,  if  ufed  ill,  dare  not  complain  to  an 
atlornry  except  in  attrocicms  cafes.  Firmly  believes, 
the  opinion  ol  the  (laves  is,  that  the  attorney  and 
manager  are  one  and  the  fame,  with  re(peft  to  under- 
Handing  each  othvr. 

Never  faw  balls  or  dances  among  field-Haves ;  but 
often  among  houfe-llaves. 

On  the  wnole,  it  by  no  means  appeared  to  him, 
that  the  Hate  of  flaves  could  bear  any  comparifon 
with  tuat  of  pcafants  here.  He  always  confidered 
them  as  treated  and  fpoken  of  as  cattle. 

Has  often  been  employed  to  board  Guineamen  to 
imprefs  men  -,  and  rhough  he  fuppofcs  he  may  have 
boarded  neaj  20  veireli,  at  ti.nes,  he  never  could  get 
more  than  two  men,  who  turned  out  fuch  inhuman 
fellows,  that  thi  y  were  forced  to  dilmifs  them,  though 
good  feamen.  Bur  the  chje*  reaf  m  of  his  not  getting 
men  was,  the  fear  of  infeiHon,  having  feen  many  of 
them  ulcerated  very  much,  and  'nherwile  diforderedi 
and  though  often  foLclted  by  them,  and  told,  that 
if  he  did  not  receive  them,  they  would  be  fent  aihore 
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"790-  and  Icfc  behind.    To  be  applied  to,  by  fcamen,  In 
'  any  oiher  trade,  to  be  taken  out  of  their  own  (hips 
into    His  Majefty's,  is  fo  uncommon  as  Icldom  or 
never  to  happen. 


■Witnefs  examined — Mr.  William  Dumcak. 

P.  141.  Was  in  Antigua  from  Jan,  1785  to  July  1789, 
as  clerk  in  a  (lore  fix  or  eight  months ;  as  over  leer 
for  about  two  years  and  a  halt' ;  the  rcH  of  the  time, 
kept  ftore  for  himfeU'. 

Firll  impreOion  was,  that  (Itves  looked  very  poor- 
ly and  ill  treated. 

The  ufual  allowance  of  plantation-Oaves  is  a  gal- 
lon of  Indian  corn  or  liorfe  bean*  weekly,  with  (bmc- 
tiines  two  herrings  i  at  other  limes,  241b.  ot  yams 
and  a  little  fait. 

'Ihe  ntgroes,  on  the  eflate  he  was  on,  which  were 
167,  had  only  fix  or  fcvcn  acres  among  them,  of  but 
indiircrenc  land.  They  had  Sunday  to  work  it,  and 
fomeiimts  Saturday  afternoon,  out  of  crop. 

Nejirous  ajipear  in  the  bell  condition  rather  to- 
wards the  end  of  crop.  At  other  times,  look  ill  fed. 
He  fliuuid  Uippole  thvy  are  driven  by  hunger  to 
ihet't.  'i'luy  ufu:illy  Heal  provifiuns,  at  the  nfk  of 
being  cut  and  beat  by  the  watchmen. 
P.  142.  'I  hiuks  about  fourti.cn  pence  Uerling  the  utmoil 
Aim  «hieli  an  indultrious  field- negro  can  earn  for 
himlell  in  a  week.  He  never  knew  fuch  have  any 
conliderable  property,  nor  heard  of  a  ficld-Ilave  buy- 
ing his  treedoin. 

Very  leldom  knew  entertainments  given  by  the 
ne[^;roes.  Thinks  about  fix  dollars  might  be  the 
iitinun:  coft  of  lucli  as  he  has  feen. 

'1  iiinks   provJiions   allowed    by   mailers,   and  that 
which  Haves  railc  in  their  own  ground,-.,  are,  in  gene- 
ral,  infujiicient   to  fupport  them  and  their  families 
properly 
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properly  and  comfortably.    He  has  often  heard  them  i79i* 
complain  for  want  of  food.  ***v"*rf 

He  thought  the  plantation-ftaves  cruelly  treated, 
and  not  fufficiently  attended  to. 

The  pregnant  women,  on  the  eftate  where  he  lived,  P.  I43," 
did  little  work  after  they  were  four  months  gone  with 
child  i  came  out  at  eight  o'clock  and  went  home  by 
four ;  if  wet  came  not  out  at  all.  At  times  the  wo- 
men work  a  little,  and  their  children  are  left  with 
old  women,  in  the  Beld.  They  arc  allowed  to  fuckic 
them.  On  a  neighbouring  eftate,  the  ufage  of  preg- 
nant women  was  the  fame  :  cannot  fay  as  to  others. 

He  looks  on  the  work  generally  required  of  ficld- 
flaves  as  laborious,  according  to  their  ftrength  to 
perfoim  it. 

Sometimes  flaves  have  39  lalhes,  fometimes  they 
are  confined  with  chains  and  collars ;  and  fometimes 
with  iron  boots  on  their  ancles.  Their  whippings 
are  fevere,  fometimes  wantonly  inflifted,  and,  at  other 
times,  difproportionate  to  the  offences.  Many  ne- 
groes  bear  about  them  the  marks  of  the  whip.  He 
has  leen  a  negro  fo  cut,  that  he  could  not  lie  on  his 
back  or  fit  down. 

He  knew  of  no  proteftion  which  flaves  had  againfl: 
ill  ufage  from  their  owners,  or  .managers,  or  ovcr- 
fecrs.  The  owner  was  liable  to  be  punifhed  for 
murdering  his  flave.  He  knew  a  white  man,  in  in- P.  144. 
different  circtimftances,  who  was  fined  lool.  cur* 
rcncy,  and  imprifoned  12  months,  for  murdering  his 
n^ro  boy. 

Relates  an  inftance  of  a  flave  unjuflly  beaten  by 
an  intoxicated  manager.  Though  laid  up  in  confe- 
quencc  of  it  fome  months,  he  got  no  rcdrefs. 

He  has  known  the  fame  man  doftor  and  attorney, 
and  manager  and  attorney. 

The  opinion  was,  that  a  Creole  n^ro,  by  the  time 
he  was  fit  to  work,  coft  more  than  one  from  Africa. 

The  treatment  on  the  eftate  he  lived  on  was  better 
than  common.  The  effeft  was  that  they  increafed, 
Alfo  the  flaves  on  Sir  G.  Thomas's  Belfaft  eftate,  and 


179^-  Carliflc's,  and    fevcral   otiicrs  he  cannot  name, 
*->-*'  rreafeJ,  or  kept  up  their  numbers,  wiihout  addition 
"•  '45'by  piirthafe. 

(3n  a  neighbouring  cftate,  the  treatment  was  worfc 
than  ni'ual,  and  checifeft  was,  the  flavc?  decreaied. 

He  thinks  the  fcxcs  nearly  equal,  but  he  believes, 
moil  males. 

The  capacities  and  difpofuioni  of  negroes  are  much 
like  rholl-  of  the  whites. 

They  received  icligious  inftrufluoo  chiefly  from 
Metliodill  preachers.  The  iOand  clergy  were  not  fo 
attentive  as  the  Mcthodilis.  The  negroes  lb  in- 
ftruiflcd  were  improved  in  their  morals  and  behavi- 
our. Such  paid  more  attention  to  marriage.  He 
has  often  known  negroes  dcfire  to  have  their  chlU 
dren  baptized.  1  he  clergy  ufually  took  a  doilar  from 
tJicm  t<3c  bapcifm. 
V.  146.  ]!,-  h.is  kn.;w,i  f.imiliLS  f^nc  to  d,tT.-rent  in^iiJ-, 
from  Uiles  by  cxi-cuiiun,  «jr  otlR-iwilc. 

lie  has  k'en  lomc  free  tiegrois  very  well  behaved, 
and  very  indullrioiis.  Ti-.cy  arc  iifu.dly  tradffmen 
and  hucklters-  He  never  knew  them  work  in  the 
field.  They  Wivukl  think  it  a  difgrace  to  work  with 
a  il.ive.  'i  l^^y  can  eain  more  by  tlio!e  employnieiics 
than  by  field-work. 

I  ie  lias  oicen  hiard  the  Oaves  fay,  they  were  kid- 
napped ;  particularly  a  woman  wlio  waited  on  lum, 
faid  that  wtu  n  going  oa  an  errand,  Ihe  was  carried  off 
in  a  bag  and  told. 

I  le  k'cs  no  reafon  why  the  plough  might  not  be 
ulcd,  cfpccially  to  Inoll-ri  ItilflanJ,  wliich  would  cer- 
tainly fave  much  hLiour. 


Witndi  examined— Captain  Thomas  Llotd, 
Of  the  Royal  Navy. 

Was  in  the  Weft  Indies  in  1779.  Commanded  1791. 
the  Glafgow,  and  was  burnt  out  01  her  in  Montego  *— "v-m* 
bay,  Jamaica.  P-  I47' 

His  firft  impredion  was,  that  the  flavcs  were  very 
generally  confidered  as  black  cattle,  and  very  often 
treated  like  poft-horfes. 

Relates  inftance  of  a  man  and  woman  flave  eze- 
cuied  at  St.  Ann's  bay^  in  fight  of  hi>  Ihip's  com- 
pany. The  former  for  running  away,  the  latter  for 
fecrcting  him,  \ 

At  Mrs.  Winnc's,  of  Mammee  bay,  faw  a  woman 
flave  with  one  hand  only,  and  alked  Mrs.  W.  how 
ihe  loft  it.  She  faid  it  had  been  cut  off.  She  had  a 
female  flave  to  whom  ftie  trufted  her  linen  and  other 
valuable  effefts,  from  fufpefting  her  indented  white 
fervant  had  abufed' that  confidence.  She  direftedP-  148. 
her  flave  never  to  ifiue  out  linen,  without  her  orders. 
The  white  woman  wanted  a  pair  of  iheets,  and  at- 
tempted forcibly  to  take  chem^  A  fcufile  enfued,- 
and  fix  weeks  after  the  fuppofed  offence,  the  white 
woman  fwore  the  flave  had  ftruck  her,  and  Ihe  had 
her  right  hand  cut  off,  Mrs.  W.  having  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  fufpend  the  amputation.  She  fpoke 
of  this  as  an  inhuman  a£t,  and  a  great  injury  to  her 
property. 

He  was  told  by  a  perfon  of  veracity,  whom  he 
wifiies  not  to  name,  that  it  was  the  praiftice  of 
a  certain  planter,  whofe  name  he  docs  not  now 
recolleft,  to  frame  pretences  for  the  execution  of  his 
worn  out  (laves,  in  order  to  get  the  ifland  allowance  : 
and  it  was  fuppofed  he  had  dealt  largely  in  that  way. 

Captain  Cornwallis  told  him,  while  he  was  there» 
that,  at  a  dinner  with  fome  of  the  principal  planters, 
the  converfation  turning  on  the  profit  and  lofs  of 
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Capt.  Lloyd. 


■791  >  ^■■g^''  cflates,   one  of  them  faid,   that  in  crop  be 
wvw  worked  his  negroes  20  hours  cut  of  the  24.  Another 
faid,  many  of  them  mu(l  have  died.     He  granted 
that,  but,  on  the  whole,  it  anfwered. 

He  has  fcen,  about  the  ftreets  and  roads,  many 
old,  miferable  objeds,  and  was  told  many  of  them 
had  their  freedom  given  them,  when  00  longer  able 
to  work.  The  moft -wretched  objeift  he  ever  faw  was 
AC  Port  Royal. 

He  had  rcafon  to  believe,  that  negroes  might  be 
induced  to  work  properly,  without  feverity.  A  Mr, 
Greenland  had  but  a  few,  who  looked  weU  and  happy. 
Captain  L.  atked  him  the  reafon.  He  faid,  he  never 
punilhcd  them,  and  he  did  not  find  but  he  was  as 
well  off  as  others  who  purfued  a  different  condud. 
^'  149*  He  has  heard  fenfible  people  afcribe  the  dccrrafe 
of  flavcs,  on  li;vcral  cftatt-s,  to  clu'  fcverity  of  their 
trcacmcnr. 

Many  inflanccs  of  the  ill  treatment  of  the  flaves, 
have  been  told  him  by  his  brother  officers,  upon  the 
lUtioii  ;  hill  why  they  keep  back  thiir  evidence  he 
cannot  tell.  He  has  heard  of  niilitary  combinations 
to  obtain  jiillice,  and  to  refill:  oppreiTion  ;  but  this  is 
the  firit  inilance  lie  ever  heard  of  affociations  forthe 
fupprcffion  of  truths. 


Witnefs  examined — Lieutenant  Baker  Daviso?!, 

Of  the  late  79th  Regiment. 

D.  Was  in  Jamaica,  from  the  middle  of  1771  to  the 
end  of  1783,  except  a  few  months  on  the  Spanilh 
main.  (Praflifed  furgery  in  Jamaica,  many  years, 
before  the  French  war,  p.  154.) 

Had  many  opportunities  of  leeing  the  treatment 

both  of  held  and   town  (laves.     Was  quartered  in 

many  parts  of  the  iflandj  refided  fomc  time  at  a 

planter's 
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planter's  houfe,   given  him  and  his  family  for  a  1791. 
barrack.  o'S'*^ 

The  firft  general  imprelTion  on  his  mind  was  thatP,  iji, 
the  flavcs  were  very  cruelly  treated,  by  being  raoft 
unmercifully  flogged  by  their  owner's  order.  Such 
punifhments  never  were  rellridled  to  39  lalhes. 
Underftands  there,  was  fuch  a  law,  but  never  knew 
it  abided  by,  where  punifhmcnt  was  really  meant. 

Sometimes  owners  in  town  would  have  them 
flogged  at  home,  or  fend  them  to  gaol,  to  be  pu- 
oimed,  or  have  them  tied  up  to  a  crane  on  the  wharfs. 
He  has  very  often  feen  thofe  punifhments  infltfted* 
at  all  times  of  the  day.  In  houfes  and  on  the  wharfs 
flaves  are  always  punifhed  by  order  of  the  owners^ 
and  often  in  gaol. 

They  appeared  much  more  fevere  than  regimental 
punifhments.  He  remembers  a  new  negro  girl 
flogged  by  her  miftrefs's  order,  and  who  died  of  a 
mortification  from  the  wounds  two  days  after. 

In  towns  the  (laves  are  generally  flogged  with  ■?•  IJ^- 
cowflcin,  and  on  eftates  with  a  long  whip. 

On  eftates  they  are  faflencd  to  four  flakes  driven 
into  the  ground,  and  whipped.  He  has  often  feen 
regular  punifhments  in  the  fietd,  for  negleft  of  work, 
and  other  offences  committed  on  the  fpot. 

He  has  ofcen  feen  owners  fend  their  flaves  to  be 
whipped  in  gaolj  and  has  very  often  feen  them 
brought  home  by  perfons  belonging  to  the  gaol. 
The  precife  number  of  ftripes  to  be  given  in  gaol 
was  not  ordered.  The  owners  generally  told  them 
to  flog  them  well,  according  to  the  crime. 

He  knew  many  cruelties:  but  none  followed  by 
death,  except  that  mentioned.  The  clergyman's 
wife  at  Port  Royal,  was  remarkably  cruel.  She  ufed 
to  drop  hot  fealing-wax  on  her  negroes,  after  flogging 
them.  He  was  lent  for,  as  furgeon,  to  one  of  ihem> 
whofe  breaft  was  terribly  burnt  with  fealing-wax. 
A  woman  next  door  to  him  was  often  flogging  her 
negroes  fo  cruelly,  that  he  has  frequently  gone  in 
and  indited  on  her  defifting ;  and>  at  laft,  he  com- 

L  2  ^VUCA)^ 
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plained  of  her  to  a  tnagiftratrj  who  told  him  he  hul 

''  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

!•  He  ii  very  fure  the  dive's  treatment  depends 
wholly  on  the  owner's  difpofiiion  i  u  fomc  were  very 
cruel,  and  others  not  lb. 

He  his  very  often  remonftratcd  to  owners  and 
managers  on  feverity,  cfpecially  to  the  clergyman's 
wife,  and  the  clergymao  himreir,  who  faid  they 
would  not  do  without  feverity,  and  even  being  half 
ftarvcd,  which  he  often  knew  was  the  cafe  at  hta 
own  houfe.  He  has  often  ulked  to  them  on  their 
flaves  being  ill  from  feverity  and  hunger.  He  par- 
ticularly remontlrated  to  the  woman  mentioned 
(whofe  negro  died)  when  he  has  fecn  the  negro  at 
work,  kneeling,  on  her  bare  knees,  on  the  pebbles, 
a  punishment  very  common  tn  honfts  there. 

He  betiev'C5  the  n.ivcs  generally  under/looJ  they 
had  a  right  to  legal  rcdrels,  for  feverity,  as  he  has 
often  liad  complaints,  when  quartered  up  the  couti- 
try,  from  different  cftates.  He  never  knew  fuch 
rediefs  obtained,  from  negroes  thcmfelves  complain- 
ing. When  ill  ufcd  by  others,  the  owners  take  care 
to  get  redrefs, 
P.  154-  He  law  a  flavc  both  of  whofe  noftrils  had  been  flrr, 
by  her  mil^relVs  order,  from  jealoufy.  No  attempt 
was  made  to  puniili  this  woman,  as  Ihe  was  of  fomc 
confcquence,  being  the  wife  of  the  engineer  of  the 
inand. 

It  was  very  common  for  women,  in  refpeftable 
fuTKUions,  to  Itand  by,  at  the  punilhmenc  of  their 
llave_-. 

He  thinks  pregnant  women  were  nor,  in  general, 
properly  attended  to,  having  been  fent  for  to  leveral 
cHuteh,  where  the  mother  fcarrelv  liad  any  cloaths  to 
cover  her,  nor  any  baby-cloa:hs,  and  was  in  want  of 
every  kind  of  proper  nouriflimcnt. 

He  has  feen  levera!  pre^^n.tnt  women  flogged  on 
eftates,  and  a  hole  made  in  the  ground  to  receive 
their  belly.     He  was  once  lent  for  to  a  woman  who 

had 
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had  mircarried  from  fcTcre  flogging,  when  both  child  1791. 
and  hcrfelf  died.  »*^r^ 

The  jaw-fall  was  fatal  to  negro  infants,  in  many 
cafes  which  fell  under  his  notice,  owing,  he  believes, 
to  want  of  proper  necelTaries,  bad  houfes,  and  vin- 
ous other  caufes.  It  is  impoflible  to  account  entireljr 
for  it.  He  is  fure  it  was  not  equally  fatal  to  white 
children)  as  in  the  different  regiments  he  was  in, 
they  had  a  great  many  children  born,  but  he  never  F.  i55> 
knew  one  of  them  die  with  it. 

Thinks,  in  general,  the  (laves  were  very  badly 
fed. 

-  It  appeared  to  him,  that  when  mailers  were  in 
debt,  the  flave's  food  was  reduced  ^  as  the  flaves  of 
feveral'very  poor  planters  near  him,  ufed,  in  the 
night,  to  rob  him  of  -every  kind  of  provifiona. 
There  were  fcveral  eftates  where  he  knew  the  flaves 
were  better  fed,  and  who  never  troubled  them. 

He  is  fure  the  flaves  were  not  univerfally  allowed 
Saturday  afternoon,  to  work  their  grounds,  as  he 
never  knew  it  i  and,  had  it  been  common,  he  muft 
have  known  it. 

He  has  known  the  flaves,  on  the  edate  where  he 
lived,  fevcral  times  obliged  to  work,  even  on  Sun- 
days, for  their  mafter.  His  houfe  was  very  near  the 
works. 

He  has  often  known  them  work  alt  night  at  (he 
boiling-houfe  and  mill. 

The  taylor,  who  worked  for  him  the  whole  time 
he  was,  in  Jamaica,  bought  his  own  freedom;  and  P.  156. 
when  he  left  the  ifland,  had  fome  (laves  of  his  own.     - 
He  never  knew  a  field-Have  buy  his  freedom. 

Has  known  flaves,  (generally  Africans)  deftroy 
themfelves,  particularly  one  at  Port  Royal,  who 
having  been  punifhed  over-night,  was  found  hanging 
in  his  hut  in  the  morning;  He  was  an  African  who 
had  not  been  long  bought.  He  never  knew  a  Creole 
kilt  himfelf. 

'  Is  fure  old  negroes,  paft  labour,  were  not,  in 
genera],  fufficiently  attended  to.    He  knew  two  old 
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1 791.  men,  belonging  to  1  womin  in  Port  Royal,  whoi 

•--v^  fubfillcd  by  begging. 

The  negroes  wives  were  not  fccurc  from  the 
whites ;  for  he  has  known  different  book-keepers, 
*]uft  come  10  the  cllatc,  take  their  wives  from  tJicm. 
Believes  this  was  very  often  3  caufe  of  difcontent  to 
the  flaves.  (If  there  be  a  law  againfl  thii,  he  never 
knew  it  inforced.  It  is  common  for  whites  on  eftates 
to  chulir  negro  won:ien  for  themfclvcs  or  friends, 
p.  181.) 

Bjth  houfc  and  field  (laves  vtCTC  generally  marked 
with  the  whip. 

A  great  many  inftances  have  fallen  within  his  no- 
tice, which  proved  feverity  unneceffary.  He  had  al- 
ways 5  or  6  (laves,  whom  he  never  found  it  necef- 
fary  ro  piinilh,  as  he  ufcd  them  well.  A  Mr.  Mal- 
cuhii,  who  h  id  a  large  eflarcj  would  not  allow  a  ne- 
gro to  be  punilhcd,  wichour  his  knowledge.  In  an 
infurrc6lion,  Mr.  D.  cxprefiTL-d  his  furprife,  that  he 
would  leave  his  wife  and  family  on  the  eftate,  when 
P-  '57'  he  was  !i  or  10  miles  off.  Mr.  M.  faid,  he  was  fure 
his  negroes  would  behave  as  well  m  IijS  abfence,  as  m 
his  prcfcnce.  Mr.  D.  has  been  often  at  his  Iioufe, 
and  has  known  him  moll:  days  go  among  his  negroes, 
and  hear  their  coiiipliints.  He  told  him  that  he 
had  no:  bought  a  new  negro  for  10  or  1  2  years.  That 
the.'  never  ran  awjy,  and  that  his  eltate  and  negroes 
had  confiderably  increaled  in  that  time.  Has  often 
heard  him  fay,  lie  had  as  much  work  done  as  others, 
and  [hat  his  negroes  always  worked  willingly.  Is 
lure  he  encouraged  their  pairing,  as  he  gave  them 
every  necelTary,  and  kept  their  houfes  in  good  re- 
pair. He  knew  an  cftate  where  the  negroes  were  all 
Creoles.  Is  lure  ihey  were  treated  better  than  com- 
mon. 

Free  negroes  were  generally  tradefmen,  and  very 
indullrious. 

baw  a  mother  and  her  daughter  feparated  at  a  fale 

"•  I79*by  vendue.     A  negro  woman  had  been  fold  bv  her 

miftrefs  to  a  Jew,  to  be  lent  oif  the  illandi  but  Mr. 

D.  bought 
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D.  bought  her  from  the  Jew.    She  had  2  children,  1791. 
whom  her  miftrcfs  kept  from  her,  and  whom  Ihe  of-  »*-ww 

ten  begged  him  to  buy,  which  he  could  not  conve- 
niently do.  He  bought  a  new  negro,  who  found  his 
brother,  and  brought  him  to  ihe  fort  to  Mr.  D.  Mr. 
Chambers,  owner  of  the  brother,  begged  Mr,  D.  to 
part  with  his,  as  the  brother  was  a  very  valuable 
boiler.  This  Mr.  D.  reluftantly  complied  with,  for 
his  was  equally  valuable. 

The  Maroon  negroes  in  Jamaica,  tncreafed  moftP.  180. 
certainfy.  He  has  often  been  i.n  all  their  towns,  and 
always  law  great  numbers  of  children.  Their  num- 
bers were  confidcrably  more  when  he  left,  than  when 
he  went  to,  the  ifland.  He  is  fure  they  did  not  in- 
corporate run-awavs  among  them,  as  they  had  a  re- 
"Ward  and  mile-money,  for  bringing  them  to  the 
gaols. 

Is  fure  whites,  if  temperate,  could,  without  ma- 
terial injury,  do  any  kind  of  out-of-door  work.  Ic 
is  well  known,  that  the  Ihip-wrights  and  other 
tradcfraen,  in  the  king's-yard.  Port  Royal,  often 
work  all  day  long,  and  he  never  knew  them  un- 
hcalthicr  than  people  in  general.  White  artificers 
certainly  do  work  at  their  trades,  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
without  materially  hurting  their  health. 

He  believes  thumb-l'crews  are  very  often  ufed  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  having  fcen  fevcrai  negro  girls  at 
work  with  the  needic,  in  prcfcnce  of  their  miftrcfles, 
with  a  thumb-fcrew  on  their  left  thumb,  and  he  has 
feen  the  blood  guth  out  from  the  end  of  them. 

Domefticks  certainly  are  particularly  fubjeft  to 
their  owner's  caprice.  He  has  often  known  their 
miftrcfs  fend  them  to  be  punilbed,  without  telling 
them  for  what.  He  has  been  frequently  fcnt  for, 
to  the  clergyman's  (laves  before-mentioned,  after 
they  have  been  feverely  Bogged,  and  otherwife  ill 
treated,  fo  that  he  conceived  their  lives  in  great 
danger:  particulaily  to  one  woman  who  had  been  P.  181, 
tied  up  all  night,  by  her  hands,  and  abufed  with 
cayenne  pepper,  in  a  way  too  horrid  and  indecent  to 
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1791.  mention.  He  lived  next  door  to  a  waflier^womuiy 
w*»w  at  Port  Royal,  who  was  almoft  concinuall/  flogguig 
her  negroes.  He  has  often  gone  in  and  remonftrated 
againft  her  cruelty,  where  he  has  feen  the  n^gro  wo* 
men  chained  to  the  wafhing  tubs,  almoft  naked,  with 
their  thighs  and  backs  in  a  gore  of  blood,  from  flog- 
ging. He  could  mention  various  other  capricious 
punifliments,  if  neceflary. 

He  is  fure  means  are  ufed,  in  Guineamen,  to  fup* 

Srefs  the  flaves  difeafes  (which  afterwards  break  out 
ill  more  violently,  or  bring  on  other  diforders)  ef* 
pecially  fluxes,  as  he  made  it  his  bufinefs  to  a(k  the 
furgeons,  who  candidly  told  him  their  mode  of  treat- 
ment on  board.  He  made  this  inquiry,  on  his  wife's 
father  having  bought  a  good  number  of  flaves  out  of 
a  Guineaman,  feveral  of  whom  broke  out  in  violent 
fluxes. 

He  has  known  new  negroes  put  into  the  field  2  or 
3  days  after  being  bought.  They  fometimes  remain 
on  board  in  the  harbour,  2  or  3  weeks  before  fale. 

Has  feen  a  great  many  ulcerated  failors  lying 
P.  iSa.*'^^"^  '"  nioft  parts  of  the  iQand,  efpecially  at  King- 
fton.     They  chiefly  belonged  to  Guineamen,  for  he 
particularly  aflced  them. 

Has  often  heard  planters  fay,  fuch  an  overfeer  had 
improved  the  cftate,  by  large  crops:  but  never 
heard  any  fuch  thing  mentioned,  in  connexion,  as 
his  care  of  rhe  negroes,  or  keeping  them  up  by 
breeding. 

He  has  often  gone  on  the  eftates  of  abfentees, 
with  attornics,  and  came  away  with  them,  and  Jaw 
very  little  attention  paid,  except  aflcing  the  overfeer 
when  the  fugars  would  be  ready  for  market.  He 
never  heard  any  inquiries  made  into  the  negroes  ftatc 
and  treatment. 

Has  frequently  heard  owners  of  flaves  fay,  that  a 
Creole,  when  fie  to  work,  cofts  more  than  a  new 
negro. 

The  attorney  and  overfeer  are  not  always  diftinft 
perfons.    He  has  known  feveral  that  were  both  at- 
torney 
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torney  and  orerfeer.     He  knew  feveral  in  SpaniQi  1791. 
Town,  from  ao  to  40  miles  off  the  eftates  they  were  **-vw 
attomies  for.     AttorniBs  are  often  directly  intereftcd 
in  increafing  the  crops,  as  he  always  underftood  chey  P.  1 83. 
have  a  per  centage  on  them. 

Orerreers  very  often  have  Haves  of  their  own :  he 
has  known  them  have  jobbing  gangs.  Has  known 
the  abfent  mafter's  houfc-flaves  fent  into  the  field, 
and  the  overfcer's  put  in  their  room. 

Many  more  domeltics  are  kept  in  Weft  India  fa- 
milies than  in  fimilar  Eng!i(h  ones.  Has  known 
from  1 2  to  10  in  a  houfe,  where  half  as  many  would 
do  very  well. 

Domeftics  certainly  Increafe,  from  being  better  fed 
and  treated,  and  lefs  worked. 

Female  llaves  are  very  commonly  let  out,  by  their 
owners,  for  proftitucion. 

Slaves  fell  vegetables  at  market,  on  their  owner*! 
account ;  as  fevcral  mountain  eftates  chi^y  depend 
on  felling  vegetables. 

On  many  eftates  he  is  fure  proper  medical  care  was 
not  taken  of  the  negrtJcs ;  as  the  furgeon  often  lives 
far  from  the  eftates,  and  vifits  them,  when  he 
thinks  proper. 

He  brought  a  Guinea  womaii  to  England,  whoP.  184^ 
wiftied  much  to  be  fent  to  her  own  country.    It  is 
common  for  fick  negroes  to  fay,  with  much  pleafure^ 
they  are  going  to  die,  and  arc  going  home  from  this 
Buccra  country. 

Has  often  known  ftaves  11  months  in  gaol,  from 
their  mafter's  debts. 

Believes  owners  are  very  commonly  involved  with 
Guinea  merchants ;  for  they  often  ftay  on  the  eftateS) 
all  the  week,  except  Sondays,  with  their  gates  always 
locked.  Buyers  of  new  negroes,  if  planters,  arc 
credited,  from  one  crop  to'another-,  if  not  planters* 
from  6  to  II  months. 

He  has  very  often  fcen  refufc-negroes,  fold  at 
vendue,  in  a  wretched  fituation,  and  very  cheap. 
Several  make  a  trade  of  it. 

Numb.  4.  M  '^V«x*. 
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1791.  There  was  a  captain  to  every  Maroon  town,  and 
^-"■v^^  a  fuperintcndant  over  the  whole,  to  keep  up  order. 
P«  ^^5*  He  thinks  runaways  could  not  be  harboured,  in  the 
Maroon  towns,  without  coming  to'  the  captain's 
knowledge,  who  always  lives  very  near  the  towns. 
He  is  appointed,  by  the  governor,  as  guardian  of  the 
tieaty  with  the  Maroons.     He  is  always  a  white  man. 


Witnefs  examined— Dre wry  Otlev,   E(q. 
His  Majefty's  Chief  Juftice  on  the  Idand  of 

St.  Vincent. 

P.  158.  Refided  in  the  W.  Indies  fince  1776,  chiefly  in?t. 
Vincent.  Has  vifited  Antigua,  Tobago,  St.  Kitrs, 
Grenada,  and  St.  Lucia :  was  in  England  about  ten 
months  of  the  time. 

Is  of  the  council  of  St.  Vincent's,  appointed  in 
1784,  and  chief  juftice  in  1787. 

Managed  his  own  eftatcs  there  till  made  chief 
juftice ;  when,  often  abfent  on  public  bufinefs,  he 
employed  a  manager,  whofe  conduft  he  conftantly 
fupcrintcnded. 

As  to  the  laws  rcfpefting  flaves  ;  the  old  flave 
afts,  which  were  the  general  laws   throughout  the 
iflands  and  which  in  many  ftill  continue  unrepealed, 
have  appeared  to  him  in  many  cafes  unjuft  and  in- 
human, as  to  the  perfonal  fecurity  of  Qaves ;  which 
appears  only  to  be  provided  for,  in  cafes  of  murders, 
difmemberment,  and  mutilation.  And  as  the  evidence 
of  flaves  is  never  admitted  againft  whites,  the  diffi- 
P.  159.^^1^7  of  legally  eftablilhing  fafts  is  fo  great,  that 
white  men  are  in  a  manner  put  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  law  :  however,  fuppofing  the  proof  full,  the  mur- 
der of  a  flave  jn  fome  iflands  is  only  punifliable  by  a 
larger  fine,  and  difmemberment  and  mutilation  by  a 
fmaller.     Some  of  the  acts  are  filent  on  the  murder 
of  a  flave,  and  it  has  been  fuppofed,  in  thofe  iflands, 
that  it  was  punifliable  by  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land: 
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land :  however,  on  confidering  the  latter  part  of  the  1791. 
fecond  claufc  in  the  St.  Vincent  flave  aft,  which  is  "--v^ 
alfo  introduced  in  fome  of  the  flave  a£ts  of  the  other 
idands,  is  of  opinion,  that  by  inference  from  that 
claufe,  the  murder  of  a  flave  is  not  punllhable  by 
common  law  as  a  capital  offence. 

There  is  no  law  for  fecuring  the  flave's  property, 
againft  his  mafter,  nbr  again^  Grangers,  unlefs  the 
mafter  brings  an  aftion. 

There  are  laws  in  moft  of  the  iflands  obliging 
.  mafter&to  provide  food  and  clothing  for  their  flaves ; 
but  does  not  think  them  in  general  efficient,  from  the 
difficulty  of  bringing  proof  of  the  breach  of  the  law. 

Some  claufes  in  the  St.  Vincent's  flave  aft  appear 
to  be  opprcflive  and  impolitic  j  particularly  that 
which  obliges  the  whites,  under  a  penalty,  to  fcarch 
once  a  fortnight,  the  negroe  houfes  on  the  eftate,  for 
runaways  or  ftolen  goods  ;  that  which  prevents  flaves 
from  hiring  themfelves  of  their  matters  to  work  on 
their  own  account  j  thofc  which  lay  certain  reftric- 
tion  on  free  negroes,  and  deprive  them  in  fome  cafes 
of  trial  byjuryi  the  claufe  which  throws  obftacles  in 
the  way  of  flaves  buying  their  freedom  j  and  fome 
others  which  he  does  not  juft  now  recolleft. 

In  his  anfwers,  he  conflnes  himfelf  to  St.  Vincent's 
where  named;  where  no  ifland  is  named,  hisoblcrva- 
tions  extend  to  all  where  the  old  flave  afts  are  yet  in 
force. 

The  omiffions  in  the  old  laws  are  fo  numerous  thatP.  160. 
it  is  difficult  to  afcertain  them ;  he  will  therefore  fpeak 
to  fuch  alterations  and  proviflons  as  appear  ncceflary 
for  the  proteftion  of  flaves. 

He  would  recommend  the  pafQng  a  flave  aft  in 
every  ifland,  repealing  rhofe  now  in  force,  and  efta- 
blifliing  regulations  upon  the  principle  of  the  jace 
Grenada  aft,  to  obviate  the  difficulty  of  bring- 
ing evidence  againft  whites :  councils  of  proteftion 
or  guardians,  Qiould  be  named  to  fee  that  the  provi- 
iions  made  for  the  benefit  of  flaves  are  enforced  :  they 
ffiould  be  empowered  to  infpeft  provifion  grounds, 
M  2  ^0*. 

J 
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1791.  fick  houfea,  clothing,  n^ro-houfes,  and  the  gcnerrf 

«—»"«/  condiiion  of  Oaves-,  and  upon  juft  grounds  ot  fufci- 

cion,  to  have  power  to  examine  whites,  oroih«r  free 

pcrfons,  on  oath,  and  to  profccute  offenders,  where 

ncceffary. 

Thinks,  if  the  guardians  do  their  duty,  and  aS 
with  impartiality,  that  the  fubftitute  for  the  evidence 
of  (laves,  (provided  by  tKc  Grenada  aft)  affords  aj 
great  a  degree  of  prote<^'tion  aad  fecuiiiy  as  pcrfons  U 
a  Hate  of  flavcry  can  enjoy. 

Can  dcvife  no  means,  likely  10  be  adopted,,  for  ad- 
mitting the  evidence  of  flavcs,  in  their  piefcnt  ftate 
of  ignorance. 
P.  161.  The  laws  lately  paffed  in  Jamaica,  Grenada,  and 
Dominica,  (as  contained  in  the  frivy  Council  rcpon) 
have  fupplicd  moil  of  the  omiBiwis  now  noticed;  but 
tiie  Grt-n^da  law  Teems  beft  calculated  to  have  full 
effc(5t. 

Thepunifhmcnts  to  be  inflicted  by  the  St.  Vincent's 
fiave  act,  muft  bu  by  order  of  julliccs  of  the  peace : 
recolK'ds  no  provifions  [iu-re,  which  limit  the  degree, 
or  alCLTtatn  the  nature,  of  the  puinlhmeni  which  a 
mafter  or  manager  may  inflict. 

The  general  modes  of  puaiflimcnt  he  has  obferved 
on  Welt  Indi.i  ettuces,  were,  whipping,  the  itocks, 
chains,  iron  collars;  the  latter  not  frequent,  nor 
long  worn,  becaufe  deemed  hurtful  Co  the  Oaves 
iK-aich. 

As  to  whipping  in  a  cruel  manner  and  difpropor- 
tionate    to    the    offence,    overleers    Ibiking    fiave; 
wantdiily,  fubtrai^iing  from  his  allowance,  taking  a- 
w:iy  tliC   provifions  he  has  raifed,  or  otlicr  arbitrary 
and  cruel  treatment   independent  of  punilhment  tcr 
P.  i62.oficiicc,s  much  depends  on  the  temper  and  dilpofuiun    1 
of  mafi.crs  or  man:igers.     On   all   the  etfates  he  lui 
known,  \shtre   the   mailer  or  majiagcr  refided,   over-    , 
ieers  were  lorbidden  to  iVrike  any  (lave,   and  were  I;-    j 
able  to  be  turned  off"  if  they  did.     Sometimes  they  do    j 
it,  but  doL's  not  think  it  common. 

The  , 
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The  treatment  of  flares,  fo  far  as  he  has  obferved>   1791. 
is  in  general  humane.  wmv»^ 

Inftances  of  erueltf  do  and  will  occur*  but  does 
not  think  them  common.  Cenainly  thinks  them 
exceptions  to  general  ufage. 

As  to  ioftances  of  notorious  cruelty  in  the  idands 
goixtg  unpuDi(hed>  never  knew  but  one  cafe  where  a 
man  was  punilhpd  by  law  In  St. Vincent's  for  cruelty 
to  a  Have,  and  that  was  very  lately.  Has  heard  of 
other  cafes  of  cruelty  notorious,  which  have  gone 
unpuniflied. 

in  St.  Vincent's*  ioduftrtous  field  flaves  are  gene- 
rally pofTclTed  of  fome  property.  So  far  as  he  can 
guefs,  an  induftrious  but  ordinary  field  Dave  may 
acquire  to  the  amount  of  61.  or  81.  fterlingper  ann. 
Qf  200  (laves  on  an  eftate,  not  more  than  one-third  p,  |£j 
can  be  reckoned  field  flaves  ^  fome  of  whom  will  be 
young  and  indifferent  to  property^  others  lazy.  He 
fliould  fuppofe  12  to  18  might  acquire  to  the  amount 
mentioned.  Has  heard  of  field  flaves  acquiring  to 
a  greacer  amount,  but  in  general  they  are  careful  to 
conceal  their  property  from  their  matters.  They 
acquire  it  by  raifing  hogs,  goats,  poultry,  and  by  the 
culture  of  their  grounds,  of  which  they  tiave  in  ge- 
oetal  more  than  they  can  cultivate,  and  as  good  land 
for  the  purpofe  as  any  on  the  eftate.  Out  of  crop 
they  have  half  of  Saturday,  or  one  day  in  a  fort- 
night. Thinks  the  latter  better  for  the  flave,  as  he 
can  go  frefli  to  his  work,  and  has  more  time  to  com- 
plete any  particular  job. 

In  St.  Vincent's  flaves  are  never  married  according 
to  the  rites  of  the  Church,  but  they  are  very  often 
attached  to  one  woman. 

Knows  of  no  law  to  prevent  a  white  from  de-f,  164 
bauching  the  wife  of  a  flave :  -  but  does  not  recoiled 
any  cafe  of  the  kind. 

As  the  females,  who  are  not  married,  do  not  fcem 
to  prize  chaftity  much,  he  fliould  fuppofe  the  men 
licentious  with  regard  to  women. 

Slaves, 
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importation.     In  many  inftances,  eftates,  humanely  1791* 
managed,  and  with  a  fuitable  proportion  of  the  fexes,  s-O**^.' 
afluatly  have>  and  do  incrcafe  their  numbers  without 
importation,  (p.  167.) 

Is  acquainted  with  the  Caribs  of  St.  Vincent's,  p,  |g£. 
They  are  moftly  of  the  negro  race,  faid  to  be  defcen- 
ded  from  fuch  as  efcaped  from  a  llave  Ihip,  wrecked 
upon  the  coaft. 

Believes  they  do  not  incorporate  runaways,  who 
would  be  eafily  diftinguilhed  from  the  Caribs,  who 
have  a  peculiar  Qattening  in  the  forehead,  produced 
in  infancy;  they  have  a  reward  too  for  bringing  in  run-' 
aways ;  and  there  is  befides  a  Arong  antipathy  be- 
tween them  and  theflaves  (p.  169).  Their  number  is 
faid  to  be  3000,  fo  that  they  muft  certainly  have  in- 
creafed,  and  believes  they  are  ftill  on  the  incrcafe : 
they  are  fond  of  fpiriiuous  liquors  (p.  169). 

As  Oaves  can  never  live  fo  much  at  their  eafe  as 
the  Caribs  do,  and  muft  be  more  expofed  while  at 
work,  they  will  be  fubjeA  to-difcafcs,  to  which  the 
Caribs  and  free  negroes  are  not  •,  they  will  therefore 
probably  not  incrcafe  fo  much,  though  they  may  in- 
crcafe. 

W.  India  eftatcs  are  in  general  deeply  mortgaged:  p.  ifi^, 
in  proportion  to  the  weight  of  debt  on  them,  they 
wilt  in  many  indances  be  worked  with  greater  exer- 
tion of  labour,  and  under  difadvantages  of  credit  pre- 
judicial to  the  fupplies  for  comfort,  or  even  fub- 
fiftence  of  the  (laves,  in  many  cafes. 

He  Ihould  necelfarily  conclude,  that  where  (laves 
arc  not  fupplted  equally  with  the  necefTaries  and 
comforts  of  life,  they  will  of  courfe  be  proportionally 
defeftive  in  incrcafe. 

The  proprietors  of  eftatcs  preffed  by  their  credi- 
tors would,  he  fears,  be  induced  to  work  their  gangs 
beyond  their  ftrcngth,  were  they  cut  off  from  frclh 
fupplies  of  (laves,  and  thus  a  fudden  and  total  aboli- 
tion eventually  prove  oppredive  to  many  flaves  in 
the  Well  Indies. 

BcUesw, 
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Believes,  the  qucftion  of  the  flave-tfide  depending 
in  the  Briiilh  Parliament,  may  have  drreftcd  the  at- 
tention of  the  colonial  legiflaturcs,  10  the  reform  t>f 
the  laws  in  favour  of  Oaves ;  and  while  the  qucftion 
t,  168.  continues  pending,  believes  they  will  be  difpofed 
to  adopt  any  pratticablc  regulations  which  may  be 
recommended  10  them  i  but  does  not  think,  ihey 
would  attend  to  fuch  recommendation  with  the  fame 
good  temper  and  fatiifaftion  were  the  qucftion  de- 
cided, and  the  (lave-trade  rtopt. 

Does  not  think  any  cffeaual  reform  of  the  flavc 
laws  could  be  made  without  the  co-operation  of  the 
colonies,  as  by  the  conftitution  of  their  governments* 
their  legislative  bodies  mull  pafs  the  lawSj  itii  the 
magiOrates  and  others  in  the  Ulands  enforce  them. 

Hi's  letter  to  Sir  William  Youn^,  contained  in  rfie 
Privy  Coumil  Keport,  w.is  written  in  Iiarte,  and 
merely  for  Sir  \Vjlli.uii's  private  informAtion. 

As  the  laws  iiuw  itand  in  many  of  the  iHands,  do- 
mcftick  Oaves  nuilt  be  pectiliarly  fubjcft  to  their 
mailers  caprice;  and  their  fitv.atiun  can  lefs  be  effeft- 
ed  by  renLilaciuns  or  law,  than  even  that  of  field 
flave?,  b!.-c.iule  the  condut^t  of  ni:illers  to  dcmcfticks 
P.   169.  is   not  fo  upen  to  tlie  obfervaiion  of  the  world. 

As  to  luiipoiin;^  private  punilhments  to  be  rcflrlc- 
ted  to  a  ciTi.iin  ruiinbtT  ot  laflies,  and  mafters  and 
overleers  fhuulii  e\\:cfd  ilie  limitation,  or  fplittrng 
one  crime  into  many,  give  tlie  limited  number  for 
each;  ran  devilc  no  niodL-  of  bringing  Inch  mailer 
orotliLT  K)  JDiliee,  while  the  evidence  of  a  flavi:  con- 
timie?;  iiiadniillilik'. 

lieticves  there  arc  400  or  -00  whites  in  all,  ex- 
clulii'c  oi  ihe  n;i]ii.uy,  in  .Si.  \';[iccnt's  ;  perhaps  1  5 j 
more  in  thL-'riii.dl  illands  now  coniieited  with  it  ;  and 
imagines  llie  ll.ivca  on  thole  iiUnds,  wliirh  arc  not 
many,  are  included   in   the    nu;iiber  of  St,  Vinccru'i 

(luVLS. 

Never  knew  a  Irce  negro  hire  himfelf  to  field  la- 
bour,  to  hire  as  mechunicks  is  common. 

The 
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The  treatmcDt  of  flares,  fo  far  as  he  has  obferved,  1791* 
is  in  general  humane.  >--v.* 

Inuances  of  cruelty  do  and  will  occur,  but  does 
not  chink  them  comtnon.  Certainly  thinks  them 
exceptions  to  general  ufage. 

As  Co  ioftances  of  notorious  cruelty  in  the  iflands 
going  unpuoilhed,  never  knew  but  one  cafe  where  a 
man  was  puniflicd  by  law  in  St.  Vincent's  for  cruelty 
to  a  Qave,  and  that  was  very  lately.  Has  heard  of 
other  cafes  of  cruelty  notorious,  which  have  gone 
unpunilhed. 

In  St.  Vincent'Sj  induftrious  field  flaves  are  gene- 
rally po0e0ed  of  fome  property.  So  far  as  he  caa 
guefs,  an  induftrious  but  ordinary  field  Have  may 
acquire  to  the  amount  of  61.  or  81.  fterlingper  ann. 
Of  200  Haves  on  an  ellace>  not  more  than  one-thirdp,  xljj 
can  be  reckoned  field  flaves  j  fome  of  whom  will  be 
young  and  indifferent  to  property,  others  hzy.  He 
Ihould  fuppofe  12  to  18  might  acquire  to  the  amouDC 
mentioned.  Has  heard  of  field  flaves  acquiring  to 
a  grcacer  amount,  but  in  general  they  are  careful  to 
conceal  their  property  from  their  mailers.  They 
acquire  it  by  railing  hogs,  goats,  poultry,  and  by  the 
culture  of  their  grounds,  of  which  they  tiave  in  gc- 
neial  more  than  they  can  cultivate,  and  as  good  land 
for  the  purpofe  as  any  on  the  edate.  Out  of  crop 
they  have  half  of  Saturday,  or  one  day  in  a  fort- 
night. Thinks  the  latter  better  for  the  flave,  as  he 
can  go  frefli  to  his  work,  and  has  more  time  to  com- 
plete any  particular  job. 

In  Sc.  Vincent's  flaves  are  never  married  according 
to  the  rites  of  the  Church,  but  they  are  very  often 
attached  to  one  woman. 

Knows  of  no  law  to  prevent  a  white  from  dc-^.  164 
bauching  the  wife  of  a  flave :  -  but  does  not  recolleA 
any  cafe  of  the  kind. 

As  the  females,  who  are  not  married,  do  not  feem 
to  prize  chafticy  much,  he  fhould  fuppofe  the  men 
licentious  with  regard  to  women. 

Slaves, 
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importation.    In  many  inftances,  eftates,  humanely  1791. 
managed,  and  with  a  fuitable  proportion  of  the  fexes,  ^•Vn-' 
adually  hare,  and  do  incrcafe  their  numbers  without 
importation,  (p.  167.) 

Is  acquainted  with  the  Caribs  of  St.  Vincent's,  p.  i5£. 
They  are  moftly  of  the  negro  race,  faid  to  be  dcfcen- 
ded  from  fuch  as  efcaped  from  a  flave  Ihip,  wrecked 
upon  the  coaft. 

Believes  they  do  not  incorporate  runaways,  who 
would  be  eafily  diftinguilhed  from  .the  Caribs,  who 
have  a  peculiar  Battening  in  the  forehead,  produced 
in  infancy;  they  have  a  reward  too  for  bringing  in  run-' 
aways;  and  there  is  befides  a  Arong  antipathy  be- 
tween them  and  thcflaves  (p.  169).  Their  number  is 
faid  to  be  3000,  To  that  they  mull  certainly  have  in- 
creafcd,  and  believes  they  are  ftill  on  the  increafe : 
they  are  fond  of  fpirituous  liquors  (p.  169). 

As  (laves  can  never  live  fo  much  at  their  eafe  as 
the  Caribs  do,  and  muft  be  more  expofed  while  at 
work,  they  will  be  fubjeft  to-difcafes,  to  which  the 
Caribs  and  free  negroes  are  not  i  they  will  therefore 
probably  not  increafe  fo  much,  though  they  may  in- 
creafe. 

W.  India  cftates  are  in  general  deeply  mortgaged: p.  i^, 
in  proportion  to  the  weight  of  debt  on  them,  they 
will  in  many  inftances  be  worked  with  greattrr  exer- 
tion of  labour,  and  under  difad vantages  of  credit  pre- 
judicial to  the  fupplies  for  comfort,  or  even  fub> 
fiftence  of  the  Haves,  in  many  cafes. 

He  Ihould  neceflarily  conclude,  that  where  flaves 
are  not  fupplicd  equally  with  the  neceflkries  and 
comforts  of  life,  they  will  of  courfe  be  proportionally 
defeftive  in  incrcafe. 

The  proprietors  of  eftates  preffcd  by  their  credi- 
tors would,  he  fears,  be  induced  to  work  their  gangs 
beyond  their  ftrcngth,  were  they  cut  off  from  frelh 
fupplies  of  Haves,  and  thus  a  fudden  and  total  aboli- 
tion eventually  prove  oppiellive  to  many  flaves  in 
the  Weft  Indjes, 

Believes, 
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brother-in-law,  the  faft  was  faid  by  two  or  thi 
v-v^  (laves  to  have  been  done  in  their  prercnce ;  and| 
the  coroner's  inqiicft  (he  thinks)  confirmed  this  fuf- 
picion,  by  a  vcrdift  of  wilful  muidcr,  againft  this 
white.  At  a  court  where  he  (Mr,  Otrky)  preCded, 
the  caule  was  tried,  and  although  there  fcarcely  re- 
mained a  doubt  with  the  jury  of  the  ma,t\'s  guilt,  he 
■*  was   ncvertheiefs   acquitted,   for  want  of   fufficient 

evidence. 

Thinks,  that  flaves  in  general  are  better  treated, 
and  more  fatisfied  with  their  condition,  where  the 
owner  rcfides. 

Where  ground  provifions  are  fcarcc,  and  the  owner'i 
cmbarraffnicnts  prevent  his  getting  fupplies  of  im- 
ported provifions,  his  negroes  muft  certainly  fuStr, 
In  1779,  he  has  heard,  many  perTcins  fuSered  to  An- 
tigua from  this  circtimdance. 
P.   172.      1  Lis  idways  hijird  tint   in   St.  Kite's  the  cliief  de- 


pL-ndance  is  011  itnijoiced  [ 


lo 


thi- 


•  k:b;e. 


Antiu 


trc 


more  c;inc  l.irid  tii 
l.ii.->our  of  the  n^c, 
will  not  lie  pr<pcliiCi 

Never  knew  a   ' 
heard  of  act  nf  li.jci.ie  ar 

As  to  iiilLii'rei-'tiuri':,  wli 
ed  t'lom  Afric.in  or  C  n 
an   inliirrti^tmii    in   St.    V 


ieid  I 


jvifions    and  it  mull:    be 
the  drouglui  to  which 

''i  ofn'n  hiippt-ned,  take  in 
ci'i  properly  cultivate,  I'iC 
1  Le  iiiLre.d'ed,  and  ilic  Luid 

e  Iniy-  his  freedom.  Kevcr 
1011;^  Creoles. 

".her  moll:  to  be  apprchend- 
ole  flaves,  there  never  was 
:iKent"s;  but  thole  whieli 
has  heuid,  originated  \v;th 


h;f:il'i-iu-Li  in  'Job;:: 
the  Afiicims. 

'1  lie  cireumllance  of  bc:nft  forcibly  torn  frmn 
tlwiv  families  ;iiiJ  friends,  wiii  frequently  have  the 
eflcct  to  ihorten  the  lives  of  imported  flaves ;  parti- 
cularly tiic  a;',c'd  :  tiiofj  who  deitroy  thcmfclves  arc 
always  found  to  be  adults. 
J.  'I  he  (hinaie  of  .Sr.  \'incent's,  when  firtl  fettled, 
beinj;  covered  with  wood,  was  veiy  fatjl  to  I'u- 
j-o]!e.;iis  1  but  now  it  k-ems  iis  healthy  as  any  other 
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The  ftock  of  (laves  on  his  eftate  when  he  firft  went  1 700. 
out  have  conftantly  increafed  -,  but  the  new  negroes  ■    .    f 
he  has  bought  ftnce  1784,  have,  in  fpite  of  ail  poffibleP.  170. 
attention  to  them,   decreafed  at  leaft  one  in  eight. 
Mr.  Kobley  told  him,  that  on  his  eftate  Sandy  Point, 
in  Tobago,  there  has    been  a  conllant  conliderable 
inrrcafe  by  births,   though  the  fttuation   does    not 
fecm  healthy.     In  St.  Vincent's,  upon  Sir  William 
Young's  eflate,  CaUiagua,  there  has  been  for  {bme 
years  paft  a  conftant  increafe  by  births }  the  fame  on 
Mr.  Haffcy's  eftate,  and  he  believes  alfo  upon  Mr. 
Vv  inn's  1  and  likewifc  upon  Mr.  Collins's  and  a  Mr. 
Morgan's  eftates. 

1(  proper  attention  was  paid  to  the  religious  in- 
ftruition  of  flavcs,  he  is  convinced  it  would  be  of  the 
greatcft  advantage  to  the  planters.  Within  thefe 
tlii'ce  or  four  years,  fomc  Methodift  miftionaries, 
have  had  accefs  to  many  eftates  in  St.  Vincent's,  for 
that  purpofe.  Has  heard  that  in  Antigua  the  flaves 
have  been  greatly  improved  in  their  morals  by  the 
inftruitions  of  the  Moravians  j  infomiich,  that  the 
adual  value  of  fuck  flaves,  contidetcd  as  objedts  of 
commerce,  has  been  raifed.  An  increafe  of  popula- 
tion from  the  births,  would  be  an  undoubted  con- 
fequencc  of  the  moral  improvement  of  tlavcs  (p. 
»74-) 

Does  not  think,  that  even  on  thofc  eftates  where 
he  has  known  the  llock  kept  up  and  incrciifed  by 
births,  fuch  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  fubjcft  as 
he  would  judge  proper  (p.  174) 

As  to  whites  cfcaping  punifhment  in  atrocious 
cafes,  from  negro  evidence  bemg  invalid,  recollciJts, 
that  in  October  1789,  a  (lave  in  Tobago  was  faid, 
and  univerfally  believed,  to  have  been  ftabbed  by  a 
white  (thinks  the  manager  of  the  eftate)  in  the  pre-p  ._,^ 
fence  of  many  other  Haves.  The  man  died  on  the  ' 
fpot,  and  the  whire  was  tried,  but,  for  want  of  fuch 
evidence  as  Weft  Indian  courts  of  law  require,  wns 
acquitted.  Another  cafe  occurred  in  St.  Vincent's  ; 
a  white,  was  ftrongly  fufpeded  of  having  ftiot  his 

Numb.  4.  N  brQtU«- 


98  W.    I  N  p  I  B  S.  O  T  T  L  E  Y. 

1 791.  brother-in-law,  the  faft  was  faid  by  two  or  three 
w^v-N.^  (laves  to  have  been  done  in  their  prefence;  and, 
the  coroner's  inqueft  (he  thinks)  confirmed  this  fuf* 
picion,  by  a  verdid  of  wilful  murder,  again/t  this 
white.  At  a  court  where  he  (Mr.  OttkyJ  prefided^ 
the  caufe  was  tried,  and  although  there  fcarcely  re- 
mained a  doubt  with  the  jury  of  the  man's  guilt,  he 
was  neverthelcfs  acquitted,  for  want  of  fufficient 
evidence. 

Thinks,  that  flaves  in  general  arc  better  treated, 
and  more  fatisfied  with  their  condition,  where  the 
owner  refidcs. 

Where  ground  provifions  are  fcarce,  and  the  owner's 
cmbarraffmcnts  prevent  his  getting  fupplies  of  im- 
ported provifions,  his  negroes  muft  certainly  fuScr. 
In  1779,  he  has  heard,  many  pcrfons  fufiered  in  An- 
tigua from  this  circumdance. 
P,  172.  Has  always  heard  that  in  St.  Kitt's  the  chief  dc- 
pendancc  is  on  imported  provifions,  and  it  muft  be 
often  fo  in  Antigua,  from  the  droughts  to  which 
thev  are  fubjeft. 

Where  planters,  as  has  often  happened,  take  in 
more  cane  land  than  thev  can  properly  cultivate,  the 
labour  of  the  negroes  will  be  increafed,  and  the  land 
will  not  be  produdive. 

Never  knew  a  field  Have  buy  his  freedom.  Never 
heard  of  aft  of  fuicide  among  Creoles. 

As  to  infurredions,  whether  moft  to  be  apprehend* 
cd  from  African  or  Creole  flaves,  there  never  was 
an  infurreftion  in  St.  Vincent's;  but  thofe  which 
happened  in  Tobago,  he  has  heard,  originated  with 
the  Africans. 

The   circumflance  of   being  forcibly    torn   from 
their  families  and  friends,    will  frequently  have  the 
eifcct  to  Ihortcn  the  jives  of  imported  flaves ;  parti- 
cularly the  aged  :  thofe  who  dcftroy  themfelvcs  arc 
always  found  to  be  adults. 
P-  173-     T^e  climate  of  St.  Vincent's,  when  firfl:  fettled, 
being  covered   with  wood,   was   very  fatal   to  Eu- 
ro|)eans ;  bpt  now  it  feems  ^  healthy  ^  any  other 
-^  Qf 
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of  the  illands ;  and  it  has  been  remarked,  that  no  1791. 
greater  mortality  has  occurred  among  the  troops,  for  1— v-** 
thefe  five  or  fix  years  paft,  than  is  common  in  Eng- 
land.    The  Europeans  who  are  rcfident,   from  ex- 
pofure  during  the  hours  of  labour,  are  frequently  fub* 
jcft  to  difcafes. 

By  the  court  aft,  flaves  may  be  fcized  for  the 
owner's  debt,  but  not  til)  his  goods,  chattels,  and 
produce  are  found  infufiicient.  Slaves  by  the  Uws 
of  St.  Vincent's  are  in  general  confidered  as  of  the 
nature  of  real  eftate,  and  fo  defcend  to  the  heir,  and 
widows  are  dowable  from  them  ;  but  where  the  per- 
fonal  eftate  is  infufHcient,  executors  may  inventory 
(laves,  and  apply  them  to  the  difcharge  of  the  tefta- 
tor's  debts.  But  to  prevent  eftates  being  deprived  of 
flaves,  there  is  a  particular  law  in  St.  Vincent's,  al- 
lowing the  executors  to  advance  money  at  6  per  cent. 
interelt,  taking  fccurity  on  the  flaves. 

In  cafe  of  aftual  felzure,  the  marftial  is  equally 
refponfible  for  flaves,  as  for  other  property. 

As   to  feparation  of  families,  by  fuch  fates,  the  p.  174, 
law  has  provided,  thara  woman  and  her  infant  child 
fhall  always  be  fold  together.     Does  not  recollect 
any  other  provifion. 

Is  ot  opinion,  that  the  reforms  in  the  treatment  of 
flaves  hinted  in  the  preceding  part  ot  his  evidence, 
would  be  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  owner  and 
flave. 

With  refpeft  to  the  interefts  of  the  owner  and 
managers  being  fometimes  at  variance,  it  is  in  ge- 
neral the  manager's  inteiefl:  to  make  large  crops,  to 
fupport  his  charaftcr  as  a  planter ;  and  pcrfons  often 
judging  from  cffci5ts,  he  may  teel  himfelf  under  a 
kind  of  neceility  of  working  the  flaves  harder  than 
he  wiflies,  to  keep  up  to  the  produce  of  former  years. 

Never  loft  more  than  two  or  three  children  on  his 
cftiites  by  the  tetanus,  but  many  by  worms  between 
three  and  fix  years,  which  fecms  the  moft  fatal  dif- 
ordcr  to  children  in  the  Weft  Indies,  white  as  well 
as  negro. 

! 
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1 791.  Want  of  food  and  other  ill  treatment  he  (hould 
^-nr^  fuppofe  to  be  one  great  caufe  of  flaves  running  away  ; 
P-  175-  indeed  he  has  heard  of  a  cafe,  where  about  20  negroes, 
who  had  been  long  abfcnt,  on  the  death  of  a  malter 
efteemcd  very  fevere,  voluntarily  returned  to  the 
eftate :  however,  has  known  negroes  run  away  with- 
out any  provocation. 

Upon  afking  his  African  negroes  how  they  became 
flaves,  fome  who  were  imported  young,  faid,  they  were 
kidnapped;  others,  that  they  had  been  foJd  for 
crimes,  or  prifoners  of  war. 


Witnefs  examined — Reverend  Mr.  Stuart. 

P.  175.  Has  been  at  Guadaloupe,  Dominique,  St.  Croix, 
St.  Eullatius,  St.  Kitts,  (at  the  laft  about  a  year) 
and  Nevis.    Went  to  the  Weft  Indies  about  the  be- 

P^  *77- ginning  of  1778,  and  left  them  in  1779  for  America, 

P*  ^75- which  he  left  atChriftmas  1782.  Has  had  a  twenty 
years  acquaintance  with  the  condition  of  flaves  in  the 
different  ftates  of  N.  America. 

He  is  warranted  in  declaring  that  the  negroes  are 
an  opprefled  and  much  injured  race,  in  no  better 
eftimation  than  labouring  cattle;  and  every  defcrip- 
tion  of  their  treatment  he  has  met  wit1i,  falls  ftiort 

P-  176. of  their  real  ftate.  He  read  Mr.  Ramfay's,  in  ma- 
nufcript,  at  St.  Kitts,  and  comparing  it  on  the  fpot 
with  the  treatment  of  the  flaves,  thought  it  too 
favourable. 

Though  there  are  as  humane  people  in  the  Weft 
Indies  as  elfewhere,  they  are  from  the  nature  of 
flavery  led  into  cruel  meafures.  The  punifhments 
there  often  feemed  too  fevere.  Has  feen  many  ne- 
groes working  in  chains  both  in  America  and  Weft 
Indies.  Has  often  known  runaways  put  in  a  dun- 
geon at  night,  and  once  faw  about  fourteen,  fome  of 
whom^werc  in  chains,  put  into  a  dungeon,  apparent- 
ly 
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ly  much  too  fmall  for  them.     Next  morning  he  faw  i 
one  of  them  taken  out  dead.  *- 

Slaves  in  America  feem  more  hearty  and  robuftP 
than  thofe  in  the  Weft  Indies,  owing,  he  fuppofes, 
to  their  being  better  fed.     Their  allowance  was  a 
quart  of  Indian  corn>  peafe,  or  rice>  each  day>  and 
a  little  fait. 

It  was  generally  believed  the  Carolina  flaves  in- 
crcafed  without  importation. 

He  was  told  at  St.  Croix,  that  the  (laves^  inftruAed 
by  the  Moravians,  were  better  behaved  than  the 
others. 

The  blacks  are  not  inferior  to  the  whites  in  abili- 
ties or  difpolition.  They  have  as  much  generofity, 
fidelity,  gratitude,  underftanding,  and  ingenuity; 
capable  of  receiving  religious  inltruftion,  and  im- 
provement of  every  kind.  Has  found  his  black 
fcrvants  in  nothing  inferior  to  his  white  ones,  and  is 
fure  that  education  and  opportunity  alone  make  a 
difference  between  the  two  defcriptlons. 

Nothing  had  been  done  to  alleviate  the  fituation 
of  the  negroes,  in  general,  in  the  period  of  Mr. 
Stuarts's  rcfidence  in  America  and  the  W.  Indies. 


Witnefs  examined — Captain  Scott. 

Captain  Alexander  Scott,  of  the  Royal  navy,  wasp 
on  the  coafl:  of  Africa  from  Senegal  to  Cape  Coaft,p 
ill  the  Merlin,  1769,  during  the  rainy  fcafon.  Out 
of  90  men  they  burled  there  8,  of  whom  only  4  died 
of  the  dilbrders  of  the  country.  The  furfs  there  arc 
not  an  utter  inpcdiment  to  landing  and  fliipping 
goods.  He  has  himfcif  landed  from  his  own  boat 
at  Dixcovc,  Commenda,  and  Cape  Coaft,  .ind  the 
boats  without  him,  alfo  at  Succonda.  He  lias  been 
in  the  W.  Indies  longer  than  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa, 
and  has  of  courfe  feen  greater  furfs  there  than  on  the 
coaft. 
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1791.  to  it  when  on  the  ifland,  but  it  does  appear  to  htm 
'»— v-*rf  now  (from  the  fatVs  whirh  then  fell  under  his  notice 
p.  18S.)  lh.it  by  general  gixxl  ulage  of  rhc  fiaves, 
and  a  milder  treatment  of  females  in  particular, 
by  the  ufe  of  cattle  and  inftrurmnts  of  hufbanJry,  C' 
Ipccifllly  the  plough,  their  niimben  might  be  ktpc 
up,  perhaps  incrcafc.  Knew  a  few  citatcs  which  kept 
up  their  numbers  without  importation. 
P.  1S8.  Is  of  opinion  (laves  were  in  general  too  fparingly 
fed,  whether  the  maftcr  was  embarrafTcd  ornot. 

Undcrftood  from  common  report,  that  there  wet^ 
few  eftates  that  were  not  more  or  Icfs  embarraffcd, 
from  debt  to  the  Eupopean  merchant,  or  ttom  join- 
tures, or  fortunes  to  brothers  and  firtcrs. 

On  aflting  African  negroes  how  they  became  tlavcj. 
was  anfwercd  they  had  Men  kidnapped.  ' 

Thi[i!:s  thtir  fVcIlngs  nivh  r';.-  (■■Tr  :'^  F;:  :  - :  -m5. 
"When  removed  from  tlieir  liubitation^  ;iml  I[;'KS  of 
ground,   they  have  been  kn'uvn  to  pir.e  av.Mv. 

As  to  the  practice    of    l'i,iv\-s  conll.-.ntly  wnrki.^j 

under  a  driver,  doei  not   rec^'l'tct  a  iNigit-  eNL-(.-p;..-r). 

P.  i5y.      The  whi|)  is  C(:inmit:ed  t"  t!u-  l'.iiu!s  or"  ;:p;)ren:iie 

boy^,  as  well  a^;  to  ine:t,  whoui'ten  p\.in;lh  Uii;  r:.;vi;s 

for  very  l]:L,ht  faults  ;i:bitr.;r.ly. 


WicncCi  I-^ainineLi— Mr.  Ma 


Cook. 


P.  139.  ^Ii'-  ■''■''■^  Cooli  :i.;iv<J  in  J.iniaica  in  ly-.u  an  I 
]-:k  H,  17',0-,  was  tl>rrtr  ;.im:  ;  :;i  riaiuiiig  b>;[::!,-;-  : 
itll:  of  the  time  as  clerk  .ir,,i  iLhuuimalicr  witii  d.f- 
leicnt  L'cntleinen  t!n-ie. 

Ills  Mrli  t;i:nreirion  of  Haves  treatmcnr  fhock'n::; 
for  he  lived  cli.l'e  by  a  C.-.ne-pieee,  v,-here-  tin  y  workeJ, 
and  coiiltantiv  heard  tlie  wli-p  t;oinr;.  Slaves  tiled 
Ciuelb-,  hariilv  looked  on  better  than  bcatU,  and 
oltcrmfed  worfe. 

Have  not  liir)K'ie[it  f- od  nor  time  to  ciiUlvarc 
tlieir  i-round.-..  U.ii.ki,o\\n  both  Alrcaiis  and  C:co>s 
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fary  part  of  plantation  expcnfe  to  buy  a  lot  of  new  1791. 
flaves  every  fix  or  feven  years.  Thinks  the  caufe  why  ^yv*^ 
the  number  of  flaves  arc  not  kept  up  oy  births  is,  that 
females  arc  over  worked,  in  turning  dung,  carrying 
it  out  in  batkets  ot  60  to  70  pound  weight  on  their 
heads,  and  that  for  about  eight  hours  a  day,  in  the 
feafon.  On  their  return  home,  they  have  to  grind 
their  corn  by  the  ftrength  of  their  arms,  rubbing  it 
between  two  fl:ones :  they  muft  rife  with  the  carlleft 
dawn  to  prepare  their  food,  that  they  may  be  in  the 
field  in  time  to  cfcape  puniftimenc.  Their  circum- 
ftances  (particularly  the  grinding  corn)  tended  to  dif- 
courage  marriage,  the  woman's  life  becoming  harder 
then,  from  being  thus  a  flaveto  her  hufband  (p.  187),, 
Pregnant  women,  and  fuch  as  had  children,  are 
allowed  to  come  into  the  field  a  litile  later  than  the 
relt. 

With  very  good  ufage,  if  the  females  are  to  the- 
males  as  three  to  four,  the  flock  may  be  kept  up  by 
birthsi  as  it  was  on  Kendal  plantation  belongiiig  to 
Jolhua  Steele,  efq.  though  the  proportion  was  as  two    ' 
10  three  (p.  i88j. 

Though  people  in  general  feemed  to  confider  flavet 
as  their  moft  valuable  property;  yet  their  attention  to 
them  (^frorn  a  i'e.ifeof  intereft)  appeared  infufficienc, 
becaufe  a  great  number  of  recruits  was  neceffary. 

To  produce  large  quantities  of  fugar  at  a  fmall  ex- 
penfe,  was  the  chief  criterion  of  a  manager's  merit; 
though  owners  fometimes  difcharged  their  managers 
for  too  much  fevcrity. 

Is  of  opinion  they  cultivated  too  much  cane  land,?.  187 
and  too  little  provifions,  as  many  wltc  obliged  to  buy 
American  corn  :  thinks  having  leis  cane  land  would 
produce  better  treatment  to  the  Haves,  and  be  ulti- 
mately for  the  mailer's  benefit. 

The  dcpendance  on  imported  Haves  certainly  con- 
tributed to  embarrafs  planters. 

As  to  the  praclicability  of  keeping  up  ihe  ftock  of 
flaves  by  births,  provided  it  had  been  an  objeft  of 
^rious  attention  to  tjieplaniersj  cannut  fay  he  attended    ' 
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1791.  to  it  when  on  the  ifland,  but  it  docs  appear  to  him 
'  *--v^^  now  (from  the  fafts  which  then  fell  under  his  notice 
p.  188.)  that  by  general  good  ufage  of  the  flaves, 
and  a  milder  treatment  of  females  in  particular, 
by  the  ufe  of  cattle  and  inftrumcnts  of  hufbandry,  c- 
ipccially  the  plough,  their  numbers  might  be  kept 
up,  perhaps  increafe.  Knew  a  few  eftates  which  kept 
up  their  numbers  without  importation. 
P.  188.  Is  of  opinion  flaves  were  in  general  too  fparingly 
fed,  whether  the  mafter  was  embarraflcd  or  not. 

Underftood  from  common  report,  that  there  were 
few  eftates  that  were  not  more  or  lefs  embarraffcd, 
from  debt  to  the  Eupopean  merchant,  or  from  join- 
tures, or  fortunes  to  brothers  and  fitters. 

On  a(king  African  negroes  how  they  became  Oaves, 
was  anfwered  they  had  been  kidnapped. 

Thinks  their  feelings  much  the  lame  as  Europeans. 
When  removed  from  their  habitations  and  fpots  of 
ground,  they  have  been  known  to  pine  away. 

As  to  the  praftice  of    flaves  conftantly  working 

under  a  driver,  does  not  recollcft  a  fingle  exception. 

P.  189.     The  whip  is  committed  to  the  hands  of  apprentice 

boys,  as  well  as  to  men,  who  often  punifli  the  flaves 

for  very  flight  faults,  arbitrarily. 


Witnefs  Examined — Mr.  Mark  Cook. 

P.  189.  ^^^'  Mark  Cook  arrived  in  Jamaica  in  1774,  and 
left  it,  1790 ;  was  three  years  in  planting  bufincfs  : 
reft  of  the  time  as  clerk  and  fchoolmaller  with  dif- 
ferent gentlemen  there. 

His  firft  impreflion  of  flaves  treatment  ftiocking; 
for  he  lived  clofe  by  a  cane-piece,  where  they  worked, 
and  conftantly  heard  the  whip  going.  Slaves  ufed 
cruelly,  hardly  looked  on  better  than  beafts,  and 
often  ufed  worfe. 

Have  not  fufficient  food  nor  time  to  cultivate 
their  grounds.  Has  known  both  Africans  and  Creoles 

cat 
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eat  putrid  carcafes,  is  convinced  through  want,  would  1701. 
not  have  done  it  if  chey  had  had  other  fufHcient  food  :  v</-vv/ 
when  they  have   time   and  opportunity,  arc   veryp,  joo, 
cleanly  in  their  food — are  very  fond  of  wafhing 
themfelvcs. 

Arc  but  indifferently  clothed  :  one  half  of  them  al- 
moft  naked  in  the  field  -,  this  not  from  choice  buc 
want  i  are  fond  of  clothes  when  they  can  get  any }  alfo 
badly  lodged  j  if  overfeers  can  get  their  work  done, 
they  do  not  attend  to  fuch  matters. 

Their  ufual  punifhmcnts  very  fevere,  more  fo  than 
neccffary  to  procure  the  work  to  be  done  properly: 
much  more  of  it  might  be  done,  were  they  better 
fed  and  lefs  whipped. 

Common  to  dung  cane  pieces  by  moon-light,  and 
to  oblige  them  to  pick  grafs  after  their  day's  work : 
this  a  great  hardlhip.  Negroe's  grounds  gcnerallyp,  igi,- 
about  two  miles  from  the  works ;  common  to  exaft 
grafs  picking  for  overfeer's  cattle;  fcldom  cfcape 
punilhmcnt  if  they  negle£t  it,     (p.  loi.)  4 

In  crop-time  they  work  in  general  about  18  hour* 
out  of  24:  are  often  hurt  through  mere  fatigue  and 
want  of  deep :  knew  a  girl  lofe  her  hand  by  the  mill 
while  feeding  it }  for  overcome  by  fleep,  Ihc  dropped 
againft  the  rollers.  Has  heard  of  feveral  inftancej 
of  the  kind. 

Has  known  negroes  own  grounds  taken  from  them 
to  be  put  in  canes  for  mailer's  ufe,  and  wot>d  land 
given  them  in  exchange — a  great  hardlhip,  and  cer- 
tainly the  caufe  of  great  diflatisfaAion  among  them. 

Thinks  they  are  in  general  much  neglected  in 
ficknefs.  There  are  do6tors  on  cftates,  but  they 
feldom  attend.  Has  known  negroes,  ordered  to 
work  by  doctor  when  incapable  of  doing  it,  drop  in 
the  6eld,  and  obliged  to  be  brought  back  again. 

Much  the  fame  work  is  expeiftcd  from  pregnant 
women  as  others;  has  feen  them  holing  within  a  few 
hours  of  delivery}  has  known  39  lathes  given  themp,  igj, 
at  this  time;  hu  heard  many  of  them  with  never  to 

Numb.  4  O  have 
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1791.  have  children  to  undergo  the  hardfliips  they  them* 
wnrw  felves  have  been  fubjedt  to. 

Superannuated  flaves  have  no  allo^ance^  and  only 
what  they  can  get  among  their  relations  1  has  feen 
them  wandering  about  the  beach^  left  to  take  care  of 
themfclvcs, 

Defert  frequently^  owing  to  hunger  and  fear  of 
flogging  when  threatened :  when  brought  in  are  ge« 
nerally  feverely  flogged,  and  fometimes  have  an  iron 
boot  put  on  one  or  both  legs,  and  a  chain  or  collar 
round  their  neck.  The  chain  is  locked,  the  collar 
faftened  on  by  a  rivet.  When  the  collar  is  with  g 
projedionsy  it  is  impoflible  for  them  to  lie  down  to 
deep ;  even  with  2  they  muft  lie  uneafily.  Has  feen 
collars  with  4  proje£tions.  Never  knew  any  injury 
from  the  chain  and  collar,  but  feverely  galling  their 
necks;  has,  however,  known  a  negro  lofe  his  leg 
from  wearing  the  boot. 
"•  ^93*  A  man  and  his  wife,  if  induftrious,  and  have  their 
due  time  allowed  them,  may  earn  3  or  4  bits  per 
week,  at  the  utmoft.  Never  heard  of  a  field  negro 
buying  his  own  freedom. 

Domeftic  negroes  are  often  fcverely  puniflied^  but 
not  fo  often  as  field  Oaves :  has  known  many  inftan- 
ces  :  knew  a  lady,  who  had  both  her  men  and  women 
domeftics  laid  down  and  flogged  every  Monday 
morning  for  different  flight  offences^  which  happened 
in  the  previous  week. 

Knows  of  no  legal  prote6tion  flaves  have  (againfl: 
injuries  from  their  mafters. 

Has  known  a  field  flave  receive  200  laflies  by 
order  of  the  overfeer,  and  a  domeftic  50,  by  order 
p  of  his  miftrefs. 

•  '94*  Once  knew  a  runaway  flave  brought  in,  with  part 
of  a  turkey  with  him,  which  he  had  ftolen.  His 
matter  immediately  made  two  negroes  hold  him 
down,  and  with  a  hammer  and  a  punch  knocked  out 
two  of  his  upper  and  two  of  his  under  teeth.  Really 
thinks  negro  had  ft:olen  from  hunger^,  as  he  was  no- 
thing but  flcin  and  bones.    Mafter  was  not  reckoned 

cruel. 
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cruel.     Witnefs  lived  with  him  three  years,  and  re-  1791. 
members  no  other  cruelty  committed  by  him.  i_   ^-,  t 

Never  knew  any  complaint  made  to  a  magiftrate> 
or  punifhmcnt  inflided  on  owner  or  overfeer  in  any 
of  the  cafes  mentioned,  or  in  any  other  cafe  whatfo- 
ever,  for  ill  ufing  a  negro. 

Has  known  negroes  often  punijhed  for  complain- 
ing to  the  owner  or  attorney  againft  their  overfeers. 

Chaftity  of  negro  women  is  not  at  all  fecure 
againft  overfeers :  if  overfeer  fends  for  a  girl  for 
fuch  a  purpofe,  flie  muft  come  or  be  flogged.  Has 
known  them  threatened  and  flogged  for  refuGng. 
Knew  a  Mulatto  girl  run  away,  in  confequence  of 
being  threatened  on  that  account.  She  was  the  wife 
of  one  of  her  own  colour.  Her  hufband  and  chil- 
dren ran  away  at  the  fame  time. 

Has  known  both  Mulattoes  and  Quadroons  con-P.  195. 
fined  in  irons  6  or  7  years,  at  the  fole  will  of  their 
owner.  When  they  came  out,  (which  was  on  the 
death  of  their  miftrefs)  their  limbs  were  fodiftorted 
they  could  not  walk.  Was  informed  of  it  by  one 
who  lived  two  years  on  the  eflate,  and  had  feen  them 
often,  and  with  whom  he  lived  afterwards  in  the 
fame  employ. 

Created  recommendation  of  an  overfeer  is  the 
magnitude  of  the  crop  he  makei,  without  regard  to 
working  the  negroes  hard ;  muft  work  them  hard  to 
make  large  crops. 

Some  overfeers  are  paid  fo  much  upon  every  hogf- 
head  of  fugar,  and  puncheon  of  rum.  Others  have 
a  ftated  annual  falary. 

Ferfons  fometimes  officiate  on  eftates  both  as 
attorneys  and  overfeers  at  fame  time.  Has  known 
attorneys  relide  40  or  50  miles  from  the  eftates  they 
were  to  fuperintcnd. 

A  gentleman,  on  whofe  eftate  he  lived,  bought  P.  [196. 
35  negroes  in  one  lot,  and  at  two  years  end  had  only 
S  or  10  left.     A  great  many  African  negroes  die  in 
the  firft  three  years  after  importation. 

Has  heard  African  negroes  exprcfs  their  praife  of 
O  2  th!t« 
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1791 .  tended  at  mcfi,  having  made  a  miftake  on  an  errand  for' 
««-vw  fome  cards,  his  mifticfs,  a  fwrfon  of  refpcaablc  Con- 
dition, calling  him  by  name  laid.'Go  to  the  jumper  (to 
P.  aoo.whom  (he  paid  20s.  a  year  to  flog  her  negroes)  give 
my  fervice  to  him,  and  tell  him  to  give  you  37 
laQies,  with  which  the  poor  creature  was  obliged  to 
comply.  The  company  was  difplcafcd,  and  the  of- 
ficers left  the  houfc. 

Two  young  ladies  of  fortune,  fillers,  orw  of  whom 
was  difplcafcd  at  the  pregnancy  of  a  female  flavc 
belonging  to  the  other,  by  the  fon  of  the  I'urgcon  at- 
tending theclUtc,  proceeded  to  fomc  very  derogatory 
ads  of  cruelty.  With  their  own  garters  they  tied 
the  young  woman  neck  and  heels,  and  then  beat  her 
^moft  to  death  with  the  heels  of  their  Ihocs:  one  of 
her  eyes  continued  a  long  while  after  in  danger  of 
being  lol>.  They  afterwards  continued  to  ufe  her 
ill,  confining  and  degrading  her.  Captain  Cook 
came  in  during  tlie  beating,  and  was  an  eye  witnefs 
of  it  himrclf. 

Ncicher  in  thefc  nor  any  fimilar  inflances  (and  he 
could  mention  ociicrs)  diJ  ihe  Ilave  obtain  any  legal 
redref^,  nor  doci  lie  know  of  any  redrefs  from  law  for 
the  worit  iniiiries,  nor  even  of  punilhment  for  the 
murder  of  iLivcs.  Two  (laves  were  murdered  and 
thrown  into  the  road  during  his  ftay,  yet  no  legal  in- 
quiry took  place  that  he  ever  heard  of.  This  ex- 
cited his  frequent  inquiries  from  perfons  of  all  ranks 
and  defcriptions,  and  the  univerlal  anfwer  was,  that 
they  did  not  clioofe  to  make  examples  of  white  men 
there,  te.iring  it  might  be  attended  with  dangerous 
confcquences. 

He  never  knew  an  inflance  of  any  endeavour  to 
conceal  cruelties  of  this  kind.  Being  on  a  vifit  to 
General  Frear  at  an  cftate  of  liis  in  Barbadocs,  and 
riding  one  morning  with  the  General  and  two  other 
officcis,  tlicy  law  near  a  lioufe  upon  a  dunghill,  a 
naked  ticgro  nearly  fuiptndcd  by  Itrings  from  his 
P.  101. elbows  b.ickwards,  to  the  bough  of  a  tree,  with  his 
feet  barely  ri,Uing  upon    the  ground,    and    an  iron 

weitrht 
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them  lie  long  in  gaol,  and  then  fold,  if  the  debt  1791. 
not  paid.  »*■*-*» 

}»  of  opinion  white  mechanics  can  do  equally  as 
much  labour  in  Jamaica,  if  under  Ihelter,  as  in 
England  out  of  doors,  at  proper  hours. 

Believes  there  are  now  more  drougli  s  in  Jamaica 
than  formerly,  on  account  of  (o  much  htid  having 
been  cleared.  Has  heard  many  eld<^rly  natives  fay, 
they  never  formerly  wanted  fealonabic  wc'ther. 

Has  feen  many  Guinea  failors  lying  about  'he  towns, 
and  travelling  in  the  country  full  ui  ulcers  ;  I'ecmed 
very  miferable  people  :  a  very  great  proportion  of 
tbofe  in  Kingllon  hofpital  arcGuincamen. 

Feweftatcs  but  what  have  runaway  negroes.  When 
the  number  is  fufficient  to  make  it'  worth  while, 
book-keepers  from  the  different  eftates,  armed  with 
a  mulket  and  a  couteau,  hunt  after  them  in  the  woods. 
They  fire  at  them  at  times,  but  not  with  a  view  ofP.  199, 
killing  them.  Never  knew  any  killed  on  fuch  oc- 
caftons. 


■Witnefs  examined— Captain  Cook. 


Captain  Cook,  of  the  89th  regiment,  was  in  Bar- p.  ign. 
badoes,  St.  Lucia,  Sc.  Kitt's,  &c.  in  1780  and  1781. 
Thoughkthe  negroes  in  the  towns  were  treated  with 
very  great  feverity.  He  faw  a  woman  named  Kachel 
Lawder  beat  a  female  (lave  mol>  unmcrcitutlyi  having 
bruifcd  her  head  almoft  to  a  jelly  with  the  heel  or'hcr 
ihoe,  (he  threw  her  with  great  force  on  the  feat  of  a 
child's  neci-lTary,  and  then  tried  to  Ilamp  her  head 
through  the  hole,  and  would  have  murdered  her  if 
not  prevented  by  two  officers.  The  girl's  crime  was 
the  not  bringing  money  enough  from  un  board  (hip, 
where  (he  was  lent  by  her  miltrefs  for  the  purpofe  of 
proftitution. 

A  domeftick  flave,  an  excellent  fervanr,  and  in  ge- 
neral well  rcfpe^ted  by  the  officers  on  whom  he  at- 
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1791.  tended  at  mcfs,  having  made  a  miftake  (HI  an  errand  for 
«—»*-'  fomc  cards,  his  miftrefs,  a  pcrfon  of  reTpe&able  con- 
dition, calline  him  by  name  faid,;Go  to  the  jumper  (to 
P.  000.  whom  file  paid  10s.  a  year  to  fiog  her  negroes)  give 
my  fervice  to  him,  and  tell  him  to  give  you  37 
lathes,  with  which  the  poor  creature  was  obl^ed  to 
comply.  The  company  was  difpleafed,  utd  the  of- 
ficers left  the  houfe. 

Two  young  ladies  of  fortune,  Gften,  one  of  whom 
was  difpleafed  ac  the  pr^nancy  of  a  female  Qzvc 
belonging  to  the  otherj  by  the  fan  of  the  furgeon  at- 
tending theeftate,  proceeded  to  fome  very  derogatory 
afts  of  cruelty.  With  their  own  garters  they  tied 
the  young  woman  neck  and  heels,  and  then  beat  her 
almoft  to  death  with  the  heels  of  their  fhocs:  <Hie  <^ 
her  eyes  continued  a  long  while  after  in  danger  of 
being  Joft.  They  afterwards  continued  to  ufe  her 
ill,  confining  and  degrading  her.  '  Captain  Cook 
came  in  during  the  beating,  and  was  an  eye  witnefs 
of  it  himfclf. 

Neither  in  thefe  nor  any  fimllar  inftances  (and  he 
could  mention  others)  did  the  Gave  obtain  any  legal 
redrefs,  nor  does  he  know  of  any  redrefs  from  law  for 
the  worft  injuries,  nor  even  of  punilhment  for  the 
murder  of  flaves.  Two  flaves  were  murdered  and 
thrown  into  the  road  during  his  ftay,  yet  no  legal  in- 
iquity took  place  that  he  ever  heard  of.  This  ex- 
cited his  frequent  inquiries  from  perfons  o£*ll  ranks 
and  defcriptions,  and  the  univerfal  anfwer*#as,  that 
they  did  not  choofe  to  make  examples  of  white  men 
there,  fearing  it  might  be  attended  with  dangerous 
confequences. 

He  never  knew  an  inftance  of  any  endeavour  to 
conceal  cruelties  of  this  kind.  Being  on  a  vifit  to 
General  Frear  at  an  eftaie  of  his  in  Barbadoes,  and 
ndmg  one  morning  with  the  General  and  two  other 
officers,  they  faw  near  a  houfe  upon  a  dunghill,  a 
naked  negro  nearly  fufpended  by  firings  from  his 
..  aoi.elbows  backwards,  to  the  bough  of  a  tree,  with  his 
feet  barely  refting  upon   the  ground,   and  an  iron 

weight 
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veight  round  his  neck,  at  leaft,  to  appearance,  of  1791. 
14I6.  weight:  and  thus  without  one  creature  near  ^••v*)' 
him>  or  apparently  near  the  houfe^  was  this  wretch 
left  expoled  to  the  noon>day  fun.  Returning  a  few 
hours  after  they  found  him  in  the  fame  ftate,  and 
would  have  relcaled  him  but  for  the  advice  of  Ge- 
neral Frear,  who  had  an  ellate  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  gentlemen  through  difguft  fliortened  their  vifit, 
and  returned  the  next  morning. 

The  inferior  white  people,  however,  have  a  general 
impreffion,  that  they  are  punilhable  by  law  if  thef 
inAiGi  more  than  39  lalhea  at  one  time  on  a  n^ro.' 

This  law  may  be  evaded  by  fplitting  a  crime  into 
many,  and  by  intervals,  dividing  the  timCBj  and  of 
this  where  Haves  are  puniflied  at  home,  there  are 
daily  inflances.  Returning  home  one  evening  late  with 
Major  Fitch  of  the  90th  regiment,  they  heard  mod 
dreadful  cries,  and  on  approaching  the  fquare  at 
Bridge  Town,  found  they  proceeded  from  the  houfe  of 
a  man  that  fold  liquor,  and  heard  the  repeated  lathes 
of  a  whip  on  a  creature  whom  they  conceived  to  be 
dying.  On  their  requefting  admilfion,  the  cruelty 
feemed  to  be  wantonly  increafed,  which  fo  provoked 
them  that  they  broke  open  the  door,  and  found  a  negro 
girl  of  about  19  chained  to  the  floor,  almoft  expiring 
with  agony  and  lofs  of  blood.  The  man  taking  re- 
fuge behind  his  compter  from  their  indignation,  and^*  201. 
thinking  himfelf  free  from  the  law,  immediately  cried 
out  with  exultation,  that  he  had  only  given  her  39 
lafhes  at  a  time,  and  that  only  three  times  fince  the 
beginning  of  the  night.  He  then  threatened  them 
for  breaking  his  door,  and  interfering  between  him 
and  his  flave,  whom  he  would  (log  to  death  for  all 
any  one,  and  have  given  her  the  fourth  39  ladies  be- 
fore morning,  which  muft  have  killed  her  as  Ihc 
feemed  then  to  be  dying. 

When  mafters  were  embarrafled  their  flaves  al- 
ways fuffered  in  clothes  and  food ;  they  often  fuf- 
fered  in  the  fame  manner  from  the  rapacity  of  ma- 
nagers in  the  abfcncc  of  their  mafters.  ' 
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1791.      The  Haves  on  lai^  eftaces.  the  manago^  being 
*<•¥*->  in  general  more  refpciitabic  men,  feeined  happier  than 

thofe  on  the  Imaller. 

Female  fljvcs  in  the  towns  arc  very  frequently  let 
out  tor  proilitution,  or  at  Icaft  on  paying  a  weekly 
fum  to  their  owners,  have  leave  to  go  on  board  the 
ihips  of  war  for  that  purpofc.  This  is  common  with 
'  the  infcriour  people,  and  frequent  even  among  the 
better  fort.  He  has  known  a  girl  fevercly  puni/hed 
by  her  owner  for  returning  without  the  full  wages 
of  her  proftiiuiion. 

On  fome  citates  of  the  better  kind,  care  was  taken 
of  thofe  whom  age  or  infirmity  had  rendered  no 
longer  fcrviceable,  and  eafy  offices  were  alTigncd 
P.  203.  them,  fo  that  fome  have  grown  extremely  old,  and 
been  ufrful  to  the  laft :  but  among  the  inferiour,  and 
fometimes  among  the  moll  opulent,  the  reverfe  is  the 
cafe  ;  they  have  been  difmilTed  to  poverty  and  diftrefs: 
and  he  does  not  believe  that  there  is  any  law  to  pre- 
vent owners  from  turning  fuch  Oaves  upon  the  pub- 
Jick,  to  ftarvc  and  die  in  the  ftrcets. 

He  has  no  doubt,  and  he  fpeaks  from  many  in- 
ftances,  that  white  people  by  habits  of  temperance, 
and  regularity  of  hours,  might  bring  themielves  to 
go  through  nearly  as  much  labour  and  fatigue  in  the 
Weft  Indies  as  any  people  whatever. 

It  docs  not  appear  to  him  that  the  abfence  of  the 
owner  is  in  general  hurtful  to  the  Have,  but  that  it 
has  fometimes  been  much  fo,  on  one  eftaie  in  particu- 
lar, where  the  manager  made  a,  larger  fortune  than 
his  mailer. 

In  general  among  the  white  people,  and  particu- 
larly the  women,  even  of  the  better  families,  they  be- 
lieve, and  endeavour  to  propagate  an  opinion,  that 
the  n^rocs  are  an  infcriour  fpecies  of  being. 

The  clearing  of  Barbadoes  has  been  thought  pre- 
judicial to  the  fertility  of  the  ifland,  the  trees  for- 
merly having  attrafted  Ihowcrs  that  do  not  now  fall 
fo  frequently  as  before. 

He 
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He  has  known  both  mulattoes  and  African  nc-  1791. 
groes  purchafe  their  freedom,  but  never  a  field  flave.  ^--y^ 

When  rcfident  at  Barbadoes,  two  inftanccs  of  ne-P-  i04v 
gro  fuicide  occurred.  A  flave  who  had  fled  from 
home  for  fome  crime  he  had  committed,  was  loft  for 
feveral  weeks.  Being  accidentally  met  by  a  man 
whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  take  up  runaway  negroes,  and 
two  aJTiftants  with  him ;  the  negro  too  much  inti- 
midated to  fly,  cried  out  to  them,  "  I  will  not  be  ta- 
ken alive;  you  and  I  have  lived  many  years  together, 
and  why  fhould  we  hurt  each  other."  So,  brandifh- 
ing  his  hanger,  he  faiJ,  "  Keep  off,  "  and  immedi- 
ately ftabbcd  himfelf.  .In  the  "other  inftance,  a  flave 
jumped  into  a  well  to  avoid  punifliment  for  a  mur- 
der he  had  committed  through  jcaloufy. 

When  up  in  the  country,  he  heard  it  fjid  by  the 
manager  of  an  eftate,  that  an  old  man,  whofe  office 
it  had  long-  been  to  flog  the  negroes,  could  ftrike 
with  a  whip  of  7  feet  long  or  longer,  fo  exaftly,  as 
to  lodge  the  point  of  the  la(h  jult  within  the  flefli, 
where  it  would  remain,  till  picked  out  with  his  fin- 
ger and  thumb.  The  manager  offered  to  fliew  the 
experiment,  and  tendered  wagers  that  he  fucceedcd 
once  in  three  times,  which  were  of  courfe  declined. 
Negroes,  when  flogged  in  the  country,  are  laid  on 
their  belly,  with  a  negro  at  each  hand  and  foot  to 
raife  them  from  the  ground.  In  towns,  they  ftand 
bare  in  the  open  ftreets,  and  expofe  tlieir  pofteriors 
to  the  jumper.  He  has  been  fliocked  to  fee  in  the 
ftreets  of  Bridge-Town,  a  girl  of  16  or  17,  a  domcf- 
tlc  flave,  running  on  her  ordinary  bufinefs,  with  anP.  205. 
iron  collar,  having  two  hooks  projeAing  feveral  in- 
ches both  before  and  behind. 


Witncfs   Examined — Mr.  William   Fitzmaurice. 

Was  in  Jamaica  from  June,  1771,  toM.irch,  !786p.  20J. 
Asoverfecr  the  laft  ten  years,  the  former  time  book- 
Numb,  4.  P  V.<->i'j<.^> 
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can  do  before  day ;  alfo  moulding  the  cattle-pcni, 
chopping  up  dung,  making  mortar,  and  other  prepa- 
rations for  iradefmen.  Thcfe  are  called  bcforc-day 
jobbs,  which  muft  be  done,  To  as  not  to  hinder  the 
general  work. 

He  never  knew  but  one  inftance  of  work  being 
done  by  talk.  He  hired  60  negroes,  all  AmcTicanj 
from  a  Mr.  Duugla^,  and  they  had  a  talk  every 
morning  meafurcd  out  to  tliem  by  Mr,  D.  or  his  o- 
verfecr,  and  which  they  tinilhcd  by  i  or  2  o'clock, 
and  had  ihc  reft  of  the  day  to  themfclvcs.  The  dri- 
ver carried  no  whip,  and  only  went  occafionally  to 
fee  that  the  work  was  properly  done.  The  plantation 
negroes,  on  the  adjoining  land,  would  not  Bnilh  til) 
dark  (even  with  the  driver}  the  fame  quantity  of 
work.  Fron  [!iis  he  thinks  ''ifks  fof  work  r!i:!t 
ad.r.it  ol"  ii)  wijiik]    [:l-  t,)  the  cale   of  tin-  ni;r  cc^. 

I-Voni  tilt-  ru-'ioL'  wuik.rj,  ns  they  rr'iTiin'inly  do, 
in  rows,  witli  I'lr  d  i.i.'r  al'ti.r  tliem  wit.i  h.s  wl.ir,  it 
;.1,i.<-:'l  r....:LiraMiy  i;.,l  .a.  t  lat  ttx-  wtak  w  11  he  h:;d 
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,..kc.h,,nl....p,,,,  .wrhrh.ib,,,,;;.  He 
I  hy,  thu  fiiiiii  tins  t.aiiv,  lu-ii.y  ntgrocs 
1  t(i  tiu'  !;iMV(.- 1  ai  the  able,  even  if  phiccd 
ivc^klv  u>  .ii!r,..-  rh'jin  ii:;,  will  Ic.ivc  ti;em 
1,1  (li,V.  tin-  wi-JJy  aa-'generally  iVvt/ely 
p  l;y  tlie  licvur,  co;ili.;ercJ  as  wonhlcis, 
p3  kcpi  all  ;;o'-n  to  bung  up  their  rows, 
■  (r. iTliv-r  ariil  bo:;k-kcfj:er's  dmy  to  atrenJ 
.y  lo  tiie  ne|.ro-j;roii:ulb.  The  lazy,  or  ihtile 

i:.>ii:ilc  liy  allying  lor  fuod,  are  coliedcd 
■-  Li  1. -v  i'ly  S''iidjy  morning,  and  on  the  da\s 
.1^  t!i.  ir  r^roiiiids,  (allowed  everv  oilier 
■-e  ov:rlVc!-  cholV)  and  kept  to  woi  k  i:i  a 
il.  ,;,■■[,'!;  ■ii-ovilum  ground,  or  putliii;^  i.i 
■-■  :hi.-y  i;ave. 

>  o'r-.n  ;;-)  18  or  :3  miles  to  tiie  Sunday 
she  p.;;-[:,ii!.rly  knew  tlic  lail  four  years 
I^i.ii.in:.;,  l'\h  If  ionniics  arc  \-erv  hurtful 
ji'iju:-,  .::',.]   it  is  aNr.oll:   imiioriible  to  prc- 

lle 
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and  damp.    This  caufes  many  diforders,  cfpecially  1791* 
to  lying-in-women,  who  k)fc  more  children  by  this*-''S'^»-' 
than  an^  other  caufe>  as  they  generally  die  of  the 
locked  jaw. 

Weakly-handed  cftates,  which  are  far  the  moftP.  107. 
numerous,  form  their  negroes  in  crop>  into  two 
fpells,  which  generally  change  at  12  at  noon,  and  n 
ac  nighc.  The  boilers,  and  others  about  the  works, 
cut  canes  from  lbell-blow>  half  pall  one,  till  dark} 
when  they  carry  cane-top,  or  graft  to  the  cattle- 
penns,  and  then  may  red  till  12  at  night,  when  they 
relieve  the  fpell  in  the  boiling-houfe,  by  which  chey 
themfelves  were  relieved  at  12  in  the  day.  On  all 
eftates,  the  boiling  goes  on  night  and  day,  except 
funday.  But  well-handed  eftates  have  three  fpells, 
and  intermiOions  accordingly. 

After  crop,  they  form  two  gangs,  if  tolerably  wellP.  aiy, 
handed.  The  fliell  blows  for  turning  out  at  4  or  5 
o'clock,  or  earlier.  It  depends  on  the  overfeer. 
They  work  till  10:  have  a  quarter  or  perhaps  half 
an  hour  for  breakfaftj  work  till  one,  when  Oiell 
blows  for  dinner :  if  a  rainy  fcafon,  to  take  advan- 
tage of  it,  they  work  till  the  rain  falls,  which  is  two 
o'clock,  perhaps  later.  He  now  fpeaks  of  the  fcafon- 
able  parts  of  the  ifland.  They  have  about  an  hour 
and  half  for  dinner,  and  half  an  hour  to  gee  into  the 
field,  fo  as  that  the  latt  (hall  get  there  ex^iftly  at  the 
end  of  two  hours  j  if  not  they  are  generally  flogged. 
They  often  run  to  their  grounds,  which  may  bedif- 
tant,  to  gee  provifions  for  fupper.  Hence  lofs  of 
time,  and  frequent  flogging.  From  dinner  they 
work  till  dark,  when  they  tram  cattle-penns,  or  carry 
home  grafs.  Then  the  book  keeper  calls  the  lilt. 
When  they  get  home,  it  may  be  about  8  o'clock. 
This  exaction  is  grievous,  as  the  willing  ones  muft 
wait  till  the  lazy  are  brought  up ;  and  it  caufes  whip- 
ping to  thofc  who  neglcS  it.  Some  cftates  do  not 
cxa£t  this  duty,  but  mofl  do. 

Various  works  are  confidered  as  detached  jobbs 
from  the  ficld-workj  u  hoeing  intervals,  which  they 
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1791.  can  do  before  day  j  alfo  moulding  the  cattle-pens^ 
«-**'**'  chopping  up  dung,  making  mortar,  and  other  prepa- 
rations for  tradefmen.     Thcfe  are  called  before-day 
jobbs,  which  mull  be  done,  fo  as  not  to  hinder  the 
general  work. 

He  never  knew  but  one  inftance  of  work  being 
done  by  taflc.  He  hired  60  negroes,  all  American; 
from  a  Mr.  Douglas,  and  they  had  a  talk  every 
morning  meafured  out  to  them  by  Mr.  D.  or  his  o- 
verfeer,  and  which  they  finiflied  by  i  or  2  o'clock, 
and  had  ihe  reft  of  the  day  to  thcmfclves.  The  drr^ 
ver  carried  no  whip,  and  only  went  occa5onally  to 
fee  that  the  work  was  properly  done.  The  plantation 
negroes,  on  the  adjoining  land,  would  not  Bnilh  till 
dark  (even  with  the  driver)  the  fame  quantity  of 
work.  From  this  he  thmks,  talks  (of  work  that 
admit  of  it)  would  be  to  the  eafe  of  the  negroes. 
P.  2ig.  From  the  negroes  working,  as  they  commonly  do, 
in  rows,  with  the  diiver  after  them  with  his  whip,  it 
ahnolt  neceflarily  folkiws  that  the  weak  Will  be  hard 
puflied  to  make  thrm  keep  up  with  the  ftrong.  He 
is  foiry  to  fay,  that  from  this  caufe,  many  negroes 
are  hurried  to  the  grave ;  as  the  able,  even  if  placed  , 
with  the  weakly  to  bring  them  up,  will  leave  them 
behind,  and  then  the  weakly  are  generally  fcvcrely 
flogged  up  by  the  driver,  confidered  as  worthlefs, 
and  perhaps  kept  all  noon  to  bring  up  their  rows. 

It  is  the  overfcerand  book-keeper's  duty  to  attend 
particularly  to  the  negro-grounds.  The  lazy,  or  thofe 
who  give  trouble  by  afking  for  food,  arc  coltcfted 
by  [lie  driver  every  S-inday  morning,  and  on  the  days 
for  working  their  grounds,  (allowed  every  other 
week  as  the  overfeer  chofe)  and  kept  to  work  in  a 
gang,  in  clearing  provifion-ground,  or  putting  in 
ortler  thofe  [hey  have. 

Negroes  often  go  18  or  20  miles  to  the  Sunday 
market,  as  he  particularly  knew  the  laft  four  years 
he  was  in  Jamaica.  Thtfe  journies  are  very  hurtful 
to  the  Negroes,  and  i:  is  almoft  impoffible  to  pre- 
vent them. 

He 
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He  never  heard  of  a  common  field-flave  buying  1791. 
his  freedom.     Has  known  negroes  who  had  faved  a  -'Sr"^ 
litcle  money;  generally  head-carpenters,  &c,  endea- 
vour to  do  it.    Scfme  maftcrs  have  fold  rhcm  thcirP.  aao. 
freedom,  when  or  the  border  of  becoming  invalids, 
and  where  the  eftate  was  not  mortgaged.     On  the 
lalt  eftate  on  which  he  lived,  a  very  old,  yet  valuable 
man,  who  was  head  cattle-man,  afked  him  to  fpeak 
to  the  attorney  to  gee  him  his  freedom  ;  but  the  ef- 
tate being  mortgaged  it  could  not  be  done.  (Afri- 
cans who  have  been  many  years  tradefmen  or  head- 
men, may  probably   buy  their  freedom  when  old,  p. 
232). 

Very  often,  efpecially  in  the  towns,  the  poorer 
whites  and  Jews  let  their  negroes  work  out,  and 
pay  them  a  certain  weekly  fum.  Many  who  have 
no  trades,  are  ptilhed  very  hard  to  do  this,  and  often 
Ikulk  into  the  country,  rob  on  eftates,  are  chopped 
or  maimed  by  watchmen,  or  fent  to  gaol  as  run- 
aways. Handfome  women  are  obliged  to  bring 
home  more  money  than  ordinary,  it  being  expefted 
they  will  be  kept  by  whites  or  free  perfons.  This  is 
much  the  pradicc  in  Kingflon  and  Spanifh  town, 
where  he  was  a  good  deal.  Old  negroes  paft  labour, 
efpecially  thofe  of  Jews,  are  defired  to  provide  for 
thcmfclves,  and  he  is  forry  to  fay  often  fufFer  by 
hunger,  or  rough  treatment,  when  caught  Itcaling 
on  the  eft.ites. 

On  fome  eftates,  where  the  proprietor  lives,  the 
doflor  may  attend  twice  a  week,  which  is  generally 
cxpeftcdi  but  where  the  proprietor  is  abfent,  and  theP.  ail. 
attorney  30,  50,  or  100  miles  off,  the  negroes  often 
fuffer  very  fcverely  indeed,  for  want  of  medical  care. 
The  dodtors  arc  often  young  and  inexperienced, 
which  is  generally  attended  with  very  fatal  effects  and 
certain  ruin  to  the  owner,  as  he  knows  from  experi- 
ence. The  ordinary  care  of  the  fick  depends  on  the 
hot-houfe  (hofpital)  man  or  woman,  who  bleed,  drefs 
fores,  and  give  medicine,  asdirefted  by  the  dodoror 
overfeer.     Kefident  planters  allow  the  hot-houfe  per- 
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1791.  fon  a  little  wine,  by  the  dodtor's  order ;  but,  on  ab- 
w^v^  fcntees  eftates,  the  overfeer,  even  if  fo  humane  as  to 
give  it  out  of  his  own  pocket,  is  perhaps  diflanc  from 
town,  and  has  no  wine.  Attornies,  generally  do  not 
give  it,  alledging  it  would  not  be  allowed  in  their 
accounts :  they  always  told  him  fo,  when  he  wrote 
for  wine  for  the  Tick.  He  knows  fome,  whofe  eftates 
are  in  their  own  poiTeffion,  who  fend  out  wine  from 
hence  s  but  this  is  not  general.  After  long  droughts, 
negroes  are  apt  to  get  fluxes,  by  eating  green  vegeta- 
bles, or  bad  flour,  efpecially  the  former. 

He  lived  with  proprietors  who  wilhed  to  encou« 
P.  221.  rage  propagation  •,  but  they  are  often  obliged  to  pu(h 
them,  for  good  crops.  He  lived  with  others  who 
defired  to  pulh  them,  and  with  whom  the  lofs  of  a  few 
negroes  or  (lock  was  nothing  compared  to  large  crops, 
to  fatisfy  their  creditors. 

Negroes  particularly  fufFer  in  the  hands  of  mort- 
gagees. In  general  people  in  debt  pu(h  conftantly  to 
get  out  of  it,  and  to  raife  their  credit  to  buy  negroes, 
which  he  has  known  them  buy,  when,  probably,  they 
could  not  get  credit  for  any  other  commodity.  There 
is  a  cuftom,  in  Jamaica,  of  obtaining  negroes  on  bond 
and  judgment. 

Some  years  ago,    it  was  an  old  faying,    in   St« 
Thomas  in  the  Vale   (or  Sixteen-Mile- Walk)   that 
if  a  negroe  lived  7  years,  he  paid  for  himielf.     The 
work  was  fo  hard  there  that  it  was  proverbial,  *'  A 
**  Sixteen-Mile- Walk  book-keeper,  and  a  Clarendon 
mule,  arc  the  two  hardeft  animals  in  the  country.'* 
Several  proprietors  told  him,  they  confidercd  a  child 
born  and  reared  on  the  eftate  to  be  a  dear  ne^ro,  and 
overfcers  generally  diflike  breeding,  as  interfering  with 
the  work  of  the  women.     He  has  known  other  pro- 
prietors take  pleafure  in  feeing  the  women  breed. 
Many  infants  die  of  the  locked  jaw,  within  the  14th 
day,  which  he  believes,  from  his  laft  fix  years  ex- 
perience, is  chiefly  owing  to  cold  and  uncleanlinefs. 
The  lying-in  women  generally  have  large  fires  in 
their  rooms,  which  being  often  broken,  let  in  the 

cold 
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cold,  and  when  the  fire  goes  out  a  fcvere  chill  fol-   1791. 
lows,  by  which  the  infant  fufifcrs.     A  great  many  die  "-"v*"* 
of  yaws  which  require  great  cleanlinefs.    When  over-P*  223. 
fccr,  he  has  been  direfted  to  attend  to  the  rearing  of 
children  ;    but    fpeaking  generally,    from    his  own 
knowledge,  infants  had  not  the  requifite  care.     B&* 
licves  the  (tock  of  Haves  could  not  be  kept  up  or  in- 
creafed  on  the  prefent  fyftem ;  it  would  take  fome 
time  to  bring  about.  He  means  the  eafing  the  negroes, 
which  he  thinks  might  be  done,  by  ufing  the  plough 
on  every  elUte,  and,  where  it  can  run,  putting  in  the 
canes  after  it. 

On  Raimefberry  eftate,  in  Clarendon,  the  n^roes 
increafed  fo  fall,  that  a  gang  of  them  was  drawn  oflF 
to  fettle  a  new  eftate  called  Yarmouth,  which  he  had 
the  care  of,  but  the  fettlement  was  difcontinued, 
from  the  change  of  the  attorney.  On  Orange  in 
St.  James's  no  negroes  were  bought,  for  at  leaft  15 
years,  and  they  increafed  i  as  alfo  on  Eden  in  the 
fame  parifli.  He  lived  on  both  thefe  eftates.  Negroes 
worked  moderately  may  be  increafed.  He  has  known 
eftates  where  the  negroes  were  worked  fcverely  hard, 
they  increafed  and  decreafed  nearly  equal. 

Nothing  is  more  common,  than  negroes  fufferingP.  424, 
by  change  of  managementj  as  new  overfcers,  as  wcli 
as  inexperienced  overfeers,  pufh  the  negroes  to  make 
greater  crops  than  their  predeceffors. 

A  gentleman  had  two  eftates  in  Clarendon,  one  of 
which  Mr.  F.  managed.  He  had  too  few  negroes  for 
both,  but  enough  for  one.  He  was  alfo  much  in 
debt,  and  his  negroes  fuffering  from  being  over- 
wrought. He  put  both  gangs  on  one  eftate,  which 
were  amply  fufficient,  is  now  making  400  hoglheads 
of  fugar,  and  is  a  clear  man.  Botti  eftates  did  not 
before  make  150  hogfheads.  Moft  of  the  time  he 
was  his  own  ovcrfcer.  Mr.  F.  never  knew  he 
bought  any  negroes  (ince  then,  which  is  about  13 
years  ago.     But  cannot  fpeak  of  this  as  a  fa£t. 

In  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale,  on  the  eftate  of  a  gen- 
deman  lately  deceafed,  by  over-pulhing,  moft  of  the 
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1791.  on  his  negroes,  but  took  no  notice  of  it;  as  he 
wv-^  wifhed  nobody  to  fee  him  a&ing  thofe  cruelties. 
He  did  not  interfere;  becaufe  he  got  his  bread  from 
employers^  and  did  not  wifh  to  be  dtfliked,  or  called 
officious,  p.  231).  Other  afts  of  cruelty  arc  often 
praftifcd,  according  to  the  difpofition  or  viciou/he/s 
of  the  matter  or  overfccr.  An  overfeer  he  knew 
well,  (and  who,  as  before  faid,  brought  down  an 
eftate,  by  the  countenance  of  the  mortgage-in-pof- 
feffion,  from  iSo  to  10  hoglheads)  was  charged  with 
'  gelding  a  negro  on  the  eftate,  tor  riding  out  his 
horfes  at  night,  and  he  believes Juftly;  as  afterwards 
Mr.  F.  knew  he  gelt  a  negro  of^ his  own :  on  which 
the  troop  of  horfe  he  was  captain  of,  and  in  which 
Mr.  F.  ferved,  objefted  to  do  duty  with  him. 
P.  228.  fic  cannot  fay  field  flaves,  in  general,  appeared  to 
him  marked  with  the  whip.  Where  there  are  cruel 
managers,  and  large  crops  exadled,  the  effe<fls  arc 
vifible  on  the  negroes. 

Negroes  are  often  driven  by  feverity  to  run  away. 
They  go  to  their  matters  or  attornies,  if  within  reach; 
but  when  the  attorney  lives  perhaps  70  or  100  miles 
off,  they  prefer  going  into  the  woods,  being  generally 
taken  up  as  runaways  before  the  journey's  end. 
Planters  who  employ  dittant  attornies,  are  fure  to 
fufFcr  by  it.  Runaways,  when  caught,  are  whipped 
and  confined,  or  if  the  nianager  is  humane,  perhaps 
forgiven ;  but  they  are  generally  puniihed  to  deter 
others. 

He  never  faw  mutilation  aftually  inflifted ;  but  on 
an  ettate  where  he  was  book-keeper,  there  was  a 
negro,  whofe  matter  had  had  his  leg  cut  off,  and  had 
made  him  a  blaclcfmith.  The  matter  faid  he  had, 
by  fo  doing,  made  him  his  moft  valuable  negro;  as 
he  did  all  the  iron-work  of  the  three  eftates,  and, 
before  that,  he  was  always  running  away. 

It  was  generally  underftood  that  whipping  was 
limited  to  39  laflies:  but  it  is  often  evaded  by  put- 
ing  the  negro  into  the  ftocks,  and  giving  him  39 
more,  for  the  faniic  offence,  next  day.    Hatty  and 

vicious 
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vicious  people  would  give  perhaps  icx)  lalhes,  and  1791 
if  the  negro  died  from  it,  (which  however  he  never  ^-^v" 
knew)  where  the  owner  or  attorney  lived  not  near 
enough,  they  cfcaped  unpuniftied. 

Has  known  too  many  fuicidcs,  among  new  negroes?,  a^ 
cfpecially,  both  by  hanging  themfelves  and  by  dirt- 
eating,  which  they  knew  to  be  fatal.  He  loft,  one 
year,  12  new  negroes  by  it,  though  he  fed  them 
well.  On  his  rcmonftrating,  they  conftantly  told 
him,  they  preferred  dying  to  living.  A  great  pro- 
portion of  the  new  negroes  that  go  on  fugar  eftates, 
die  in  this  way. 

They  are  always  talking  of  their  being  taken 
away,  and  kidnapped,  from  their  country,  and  of 
the  hardfliip  of  flavery. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  perfons  buying 
new  negroes,  before  they  have  fufficient  provifion* 
grounds,  and  other  accommodations  for  them  :  and 
the  mafters  finding  it  very  difficult  to  buy  provifions, 
the  negroes  feel  hunger,  before  they  can  cftablifli 
grounds,  and  foil  -and  feafons  are  often  againft  their 
raifing  provifions.  Hence  fuch  negroes  are  often 
loft.  New  negroes  in  towns,  are  better  off,  being 
generally  employed  in  the  houfe,  and  fed  weekly. 

A  man  may  be  attorney  for  from  i  to  20  eftates, 
according  to  his  intereft.     He  knows  fevcral  .whop,  aj 
are  attornies  for  a  great  number,  in  various  parts  of 
the  ifland,  perhaps  at  the  diftance  of  to,  30,  60,  or 
60  miles,  or  more,  as  it  happened. 

Some  overfecrs  have  premiums  for  all  they  make, 
above  a  certain  number  of  hogsheads ;  but  this  is 
not  the  common  mode.  Attornies  have  falaries  or 
commiflions.  Believes  attornies  on  moft  mortgaged 
eftates,  draw  commiflions  on  the  net  crops,  as  well 
as  on  what  they  buy  on  the  ifland  for  the  ufe  of  the 
eftates  i  and  they  accumulate  great  riches. 

Some  overfecrs  have  negroes,  others  have  not; 
but  generally  they  convert  their  falaries  into  negroes. 
If  allowed  to  work  them  on  the  eftates  where  they 

0^2  themlcives 
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^91.  thcmfclves  live,   it  caufes  a  jealoufjr  between  the 
V^-' manager's  and  the  plantation  negroes. 

Thinks,  on  an  average  at  lead  one- third  of  the 
new  negroes  imported  into  the  ifland,  die  in  the  firft 
three  years,  and  three  men  die  to  one  woman  as  he 
has  experienced.  The  men  take  every  thing  \in- 
pleafant  to  heart,  and  often  kill  themfelves.  The 
women  have  many  proteftions  the  men  have  not,  as 
being  taken  as  wives  by  the  plantation  negroes^  or 
being  made  domeftics. 
231.  In  the  laft  four  years  he  was  in  Jamaica,  he  bought 
95  new  negroes  ;  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  fold  52, 
all  that  were  alive,  and  thofe  not  feafoned.  Had  he 
kept  them  till  leafoned,  he  fhould  have  loft  more, 
and  for  this  very  rcafon  he  fold  them. 

The  lower  whites  too  often  looked  on  the  negroes 
as  inferior  beings,  and  often  beat  them,  unlefs 
checked  by  the  attornics  or  overfeers. 

He  only  knew  one  attempt  made  to  give  the  ne- 
groes religious  inftruftion,  and  that  was  by  a  pro- 
prietor in  Liguanea,  who  encouraged  one  or  two 
American  negroes,  who  profeffed  to  be  capable  to 
give  his  negroes  fome  religious  notions.  But  the 
neighbours  confidcred  this  as  dangerous,  by  aflem- 
SJZ.bling  too  many  negroes,  who  might  be  mutinous. 
The  aforcfaid  gang  of  80  American  negroes,  after 
work,  went  to  prayers  5  they  were  a  valuable  gang, 
and  worked  tafk-work  for  him  about  nine  months. 

The  cane  land  is  generally  as  fit  for  cotton,  coffee, 
or  other  articles. 

Though  domeftics  may  not  be  the  beft  flaves, 
they  appear  fo,  as  the  houfe  foon  makes  a  vifiblc 
change  on  them. 

He  has  been  at  tv/enty  fales  by  fcramble,  at  leaft. 
No  particular  care  was  taken  to  prevent  the  fepara- 
tion  of  relations,  except  fucking  children,  or  thofc 
under  three  or  four  years. 

Sales  by  venditioni  are  very  frequent,  where  levies 
are  made,     He  has  known  them  three  months  or 

longer 
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longer  in  prifon,  before  fale.     But  this  depends  on  1791. 
occafional  circumftanccs.  *^'v^. 

Rcfufe  flavcs  arc  fold  according  to  their  appear- 
ance, {bme  as  low  as  three  dollars.  They  are  gene- 
rally bought  by  the  Jews  in  towns,  at  vendue  or  ac 
private  fale. 

He  has  always,  as  overfeer,  given  in  to  the  vcf- 
tries,  the  annual  returns  of  flavcs,  ftock,  &c.  and, 
as  vcftry-nn^n,  (in  17-6,  in  St.  Thomas,  in  the 
Vale,  where  he  poflelfcd  land  and  ncgVoes)  has  re- 
ceived fuch  returns,  in  which  it  was  not  ufual  to 
diftinguifh  liic  fexes. 

Has  very  frequently  feen  Guinea  failors  wandering 
about  the  ifland,  in  an  abject  ftate. 


Witnefs  examined, — Mr.  Thomas  Clappeson. 

Was  at  Jamaica  in  1762  and  1763  i  from  1768  top.  207 
''1778,  and  1786  to  1789.     The  general  opinion  he 
formed,   was,  that  the  flaves  were  fcvercly  treated, 
and  in  a  miferable  ftate. 

Thinks  that,  in  general,  the  food  which  they  can 
obtain,  isinfufficicnt. 

For  the  firft  2  years,  he  was  in  the  feafaring  line,P.  ao8 
the  red  of  the  lime  wharfinger  and  pilot. 

Had  opportunities  of  feeing  many  negroes  from 
the  eftatcs ;  fuch  as  he  aflted,  as  to  their  feeding, 
generally  faid  fparticularly  in  droughts,  when  provi- 
iions  were  fcarcc)  "  Hungry  da  kill  me." 

Very  commonly  fufFcr  both  in  quality  and  quan- 
tity of  food,  from  the  embarraflments  of  their  maf- 
tcrs  :  has  known  fcveral  who  had  not  credit  for  pro- 
vifions  J  others  who  bought,  for  cheaj^ncfs,  damaged 
corn,-&c.  when  better  was  to  be  hadj  which  he  has 
himfclf  fold,  and  which  the  (lavts  complained  ofi 
when  they  came  to  fetch  itfrom  the  wharfj  a  neigh- 
bour told  him  his  hogs  would  not  cat  it. 

Knew 
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1791.       Knew  a  pcrfon  near  him,  reputed  worth  £50,000 
v^iv<w  lofe  10  or  12  flaves  for  want  01  food^  when  it  was  to 


be  had. 
P.  209.     Slaves  generally  (teal  provifions,  foapj  candles,  &c. 
which  they  fometimes  fteal  to  fell. 

They  are  generally  ill  clothed  5  never  knew  any 
go  naked  from  choice. 

The  puniihments  appeared  in  genera]  fevere,  to 
the  fear  of  which  he  chiefly  attributes  the  frequent 
dcfertions. 

Knew  a  pregnant  woman  whipped,  and  delivered 
on  the  fpot. 

Has  heard  of  very  great  feverities  to  runaways;  has 
feen  them  wear  iron  collars  on  their  necks,  and  pot* 
hooks,  with  3  prong?,  both  rivetted  i  the  prongs  pro- 
jedbing  2  feet ;  thinks  the  wearer  cannot  eafliy  Jye 
down. 

Never  heard  of  flaves  obtaining  any  rcdrcfe  for  in- 
juries, by  matters  or  overfcers. 
P«  a  10.     An  overfeer  told  him,  he  had  often  picketed  the 
flaves  to  extort  confeflSon. 

Knew  a  cooper  give  his  flave  200  laflies,  for  deal- 
ing a  little  rice,  from  him.  He  allowed  his  flaves  a 
herring  a  day,  and  a  bit  a  week. 

The  wharfinger  whom  he  fucceeded  in  1786,  al- 
lowed his  negroes  a  herring  a  day  only. 

Knew,  in  1789,  a  man  who  had  an  old  decrepid 
woman  flave,  to  whom  he  would  allow  nothing.  He 
remonflrated  with  him  on  it,  in  vain. 

Slaves  are  often  imprifoned  on  writs  of  venditioni ; 
at  the  falc  of  fuch,  never  heard  of  any  attention  to 
avoid  ftparating  families. 

The  general  recommendation  of  an  overfeer   is, 

r.  21 1. good    fugars  and  large  quantities;  has   known  an 

overfeer  paid  a  guraea  per  hogfliead,   befides  his  fa- 

lary,  for  all  he  could  make  beyond  a  certain  quan- 

^      tity. 

Has  known  feveral  perfons  attorney  and  overfeer 
on  the  fame  cftate. 

Slaves 
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Slaves  are  fuppofcd  better  off  where  the  owner  re-   1791^ 
fides ;  has  heard  it  always  fuppofcd,  that  the  better  "--v^-J 
they  are  treated,  the  more  it  is  for  the  owner's  in- 
tereft. 

It  is  common  for  perlbns  who  have  a  few  (laves, 
and  but  little  work,  to  oblige  them  to  earn  j  or  4 
bits  a  day,  and  punifli  them  very  feVcrcly  if  they  fail 
to  bring  home  fuch  fum  ;  has  known  them  fteal  grafs 
and  fell  it  to  do  this :  knew  a  man  compel  his  old 
negro,  wanting  a  leg,  to  pay  him  4  bits  a  day. 

African  negroes  arc  capable  of  being  made  me- 
chanics. 

They  dcftroy  themfclvcs  fometimes,  from  varlousp,  jis, 
caufes;  fear   of  punilhment,  jealoufy,  &c.  it  is  a 
very  prevailing  opinion  with  them,  that  at  death  they 
return  to  their  own  country. 

Has  often  heard  of  their  being  kidnapped  in  Af- 
rica: he  had  a  flave  who  had  been  a  negro-catcher 
in  his  own  country. 

Has  fecn  feveral  (lave  fales  on  board,  all  by  fcram- 
ble.  In  1789,  faw  a  fale  by  fcramble  in  a  butcher's 
(laughter-houfc  on  the  beach.  Never  heard  of  any 
precautions  at  fcrambles,  to  prevent  the  feparation 
of  relations  or  friends  Thinks  whites,  if  temperate, 
are  able  to  labour  in  Jamaica ;  he  never  worked 
harder  than  he  has  done  there;  no  people  work 
harder  than  our  failors  do  there. 

Has  heard,  that  clearing  the  lands,  has,  near  the 
fea  coaft,  caufcd  more  drought. 

In  his  returns  to  the  veftry  of  the  number  of  (laves, 
he  never  ufcd  to  diftingui(h  the  fcxcs. 

The  free  negroes  in  general  behaved  well,   theyP.  aij, 
were  fithermen  and  tradefmcn. 

Has  heard  of  feveral  people  buying  more  (laves 
than  they  could  pay  for. 

Has  heard  often  feamen  fay,  that  in  Guinea  (hips, 
the  crews  are  ill  treated,  to  make  them  defcrt  i  has 
always  underftood,  that  they  did  not  want  to  carry 
home  as  many  feamen  as  they  took  out ;  that  they 

got 
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jyoi.  got  rid  of  what  they  could  in  the  Weft  Indies^  to 

w-v«o  lave  their  wages. 

P.  214.  Was  in  Jamaica  when  the  aflembly  pafTed  the 
confolidatcd  law ;  he  has  often  heard  it  was  paflcd 
becaufc  of  the  ftir  about  the  flave  trade  in  England. 
Never  heard  that  any  regard  was  paid  to  it,  flaves 
being  ftill  treated  as  before.  Never  heard  of  any 
profccution  for  fuch  difrcgard  :  rccollefts  an  inftance 
of  difregard  to  it,  which  came  under  his  eye.  The 
owner  of  an  old  and  decrepid  female  flave,  would 
allow  her  neither  victuals  nor  clothing;  advifcd  a 
fon  of  the  woman  to  complain  to  a  magiftrate,  who 
would  perhaps  order  her  to  be  taken  care  of  i  be- 
lieves he  was  deterred  from  fear  of  punilhmcnt,  as 
that  owner  treated  his  flaves  very  harflily  in  general. 


Witnefs  examined — William  Beverley,  Efq. 
A  Student  of  Lincoln's   Inn. 

P.  215,  Was  born  in  Virginia,  and  lived  there  the  firft  16 
years  of  his  life,  returned  in  1786,  and  refided  above 
two  years  in  different  parts  of  America. 

The  negroes  in  Virginia  always  kept  up  their  num- 
bers, and  generally  increafed.  His  father's  more 
than  doubled  their  numbers.  In  1761  he  had  about 
200,  and  in  1788,  he  paid  taxes  on  above  540,  of 
whom  not  above  20  or  30  had  been  added  by  pur- 
chafe. 

P.  216.  Slaves  there  had  no  legal  redrefs,  for  ill  ufage  by 
their  matters.  In  other  cafes  they  had,  on  proving 
the  faft  by  two  white  witneflcs. 

In  fummer,  negroes  were  generally  healthier  than 
in  winter,  when  they  always  complained  of  the  cold, 
though  it  did  not  hurt  their  health,  when  well  clothed. 
The  difeafes  moft  fatal  there  are  agues  and  fevers,  in 
fummer,  to  which  negroes  arc  Icfs  fubject  than 
whites. 

They 
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They  were  generally  ponifiied  with  much  fevcri-  1790. 
ty  i  but  that  depends  greatly  on  the  owner's  difpo-  •— *— ' 
lition. 

Each  (lave  had  a  buftiel  of  Indian  corn  meal  week-        • 
ly :  befidcs  this  allowance,  they  ufually  had  ground 
to  cultivate  for  their  own  ufc;  but  this  depended  a 
good  deal  on  the  mafter.     They  were  alt  allowed  to 
raife  poultry. 

He  never  heard  of  any  attempts  to  give  thc'flavcs  . 
religious  or  moral  inftruAion. 

Has  heard  of  feme  (laves  working  by  taflc ;  but,  in 
general,  it  was  not  pradifed. 

Never  knew  a  (lave  dellroy  himfelf. 

The  flaves  of  diftant  proprietors  were  often  treated,  P.  232. 
by  the  overfeers,  much  more  fevercly,  than  thofe  un- 
der the  mafter's  eye.     This  different  treatrntnt  was 
obfervable  in  the  appearance  of  the  flaves. 

Was  told  in  America,  that  wht-n  the  abolition  of 
the  flave-tradc  was  firft  agitated  in  1774,  many 
doubted  the  prafticability  of  keeping  up  the  numbers 
by  births  i  and  the  pcifons  fo  doubting  have  fincc 
exprelTed  to  him  a  conviiflion  that  their  fears  were  • 

groundlefs.     The  (lave-trade  was  abolilhed  in  Ame- 
rica in  1774. 


Witnefs  exan:iined — Mr.  George  Woodward. 

Mr.  George  Woodward   is    both  an   owner  andP.  233. 
mortgagee  of  W.   India  property,    in    Barbadoes ; 
where  he  refided  in    lyti  and  178J,  and  was  alfoP.  234. 
in  1777. 

Both  in  town  and  country  he  thought  the  domef- 
tics  very  numerous.  There  feemed  to  be  more 
females  than  males  in  the  ifland.  While  refident, 
he  never  heard  any  complaint  of  the  want  of  negroes 
to  carry  on  plantation  or  other  bufincfs.  He  does 
not  recoUeft  the  fale  of  a  fingle  cargo  of  flaves  while 
Numb.  4.  R  \^«t«.. 
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1791.  there.      The  labour  of  flaves   the  year   round   he 

-v-^     thinks  cannot  be  reckoned  eafy. 

It  is  poflfible  in  a  great  degree  to  relieve  the  la- 
bour of  flaves  by  the  plough.  He  has  ufcd  it  him- 
felf :  the  firft  he  ever  faw,  he  took  over  himfclf,  and 
he  is  furc  it  tilled  the  ground  better  than  the  hoc 
did.  One  plough,  two  men,  and  four  horfes,  will 
do  as  much  work  as  thirty  negroes,  and  better. 
The  labour  of  holding  the  plough  is  much  eafler 
than  holing.  It  did  not  require  much  negro  iabour 
to  prepare  the  ground  for  the  cane  after  the  plough. 

^  235. There  is  not  much  difficulty  of  ploughing  to  the 
depth  of  fix  inches,  which  is  the  rule,  and  a  fuffi- 
cient  depth  for  the  cane.  The  plough  may  be  made 
to  plough  the  ftrongeft  clay  land  that  is. 

The  negroes  are  capable  of  learning  the  manage- 
ment of  the  plough.  He  thinks  that  the  Jargcft 
part  of  the  cane  land  and  ginger  land  of  Barbadoes 
may  be  ploughed  to  the  advantage  of  the  proprietor, 
and  faving  of  negroes  labour.  The  negroes  are  not 
averfe  to  the  plough :  he  has  fcen  them  both  hold 
and  drive  it.  He  did  not  find  the  cattle  injured 
by  the  labour.  He  is  acquainted  with  the  ufe  of  the 
plough  in  England,  he  farms  land  of  his  own.  Capt. 
Lee  took  out  fome  ploughs  about  3  years  ago. 

He  is  not  apprehcnfivc  that  the  abolition  of  the 
flave  trade  will  injure  his  W.  India  property.  He 
thinks  it  would   be  of  advantage   to  the  ifland  of 

^  236. Baroadoes.  By  ufing  them  well,  and  by  good  ma- 
nagement, the  (lock  of  flaves  would  naturally  in- 
crcafcj  without  importation. 


Witnefs  examined — Mr.  Joseph  Woodward. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Woodward  has  been  in  Barbadoes  in 
1788-,  1789  and  1790.  He  has  there  fcen  the  plough 
in  ufe  by  Mr.  Henry  Trotman,  jun.  He  believes 
he  has  ufcd  it  many  years. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Trotman  informed  him  that  he  thought  til-  1791. 
lage  by  the  plough  both  better  and  cheaper  than  the  ■— v-j 
labour  of  negroes  with  the  hoe.  The  foil"  that 
he  ploughed  was  nor  the  beft>  it  was  rather  rocky. 
Mr.  Trotman  cold  him,  that  the  plough  then  an- 
fwered  his  purpofe,  and  in  time  would  become 
general,  when  people  became  acquainted  with  its 
utility.  ' 

He  once  at  Bridgetown  faw  a  negro  lying  on  the 
wharf,  fo  very  much  debilitated  that  he  could  not  P.  237. 
iland,  and  heard  from  him,  that  his  owner  would 
not  Cake  him  in.     He  appeared  about  60  years  old. 

He  has  known  free  negroes  hire  themfelvcs  to 
ftow  fugars  in  the  (hips  hold  j  he  has  known  them 
fo  employed  on  board  his  own  Ihip.  He  knows  no 
labour  either  of  blacks  or  whites  more  fevere  than 
this  is. 


Witnefs  examined — Mr.  James  Kiernah. 

Was  in  Africa  in  1775,  1776,  1777,  and  1778,  top,  237. 
learn  the  nature  of  the  trade,  to  carry  it  on. 

The  trade  for  flavcs  in  the  R.  Senegal,  where  he 
refided,  was  chiefly  with  the  Moors,  on  the  nor- 
thern banks,  who  got  them  very  often  by  war,  and 
not  feldom  by  kidnapping;  i.  e.  lying  in  wait  near 
a  village,  where  there  was  no  open  war,  and  feizing 
whom  they  could. 

Has  often  heard  of  villages,  and  fcen  the  remains  P.  13'* 
of  fuch,  broken  up  by  making  the  people  llavet. 

Has  alwa>s  heard  kidnapping  fpoken  of  there  as 
notorious ;  and  has  fecn  proofs  of  it  by  perfons  fo 
taken  being  ranfomed  ;  when,  very  often,  the  white 
trader  alks  more  thaii  the  value  of  the  Have,  to  give 
him  up  ;  never  heard  of  a  white  trader,  before  buy- 
ing a  Have,  inquire  inco  the  right  of  the  feller. 

R  2  Never 
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Never  knew  any  pcrfon  fold  for  witchcraft;  a 
belief  in  it  exifts  ftrongly  on  that  part  of  the  coaft. 

The  firft  year,  by  far  \\\e  grcatcft  number  of 
flaves  were  offered  to  fale,  from  an  open  war  then 
fubfifting  between  the  Moors  and  negroes  :  to  which 
P-  -39- the  Moors  have  always  a  (Irong  inducement,  moft 
of  the  European  goods  they  obtain,  being  got  in 
exchange  for  flaves.  Hence  defoJation  and  wafte : 
in  a  few  years,  they  extirpated  large  fcrtlements  on 
the  northern  banks  of  the  Senegal,  and  in  time  they 
were  expcfted  to  root  out  all  the  black  nations  be- 
tween the  Senegal  and  Gambia.  The  Moors  nei- 
ther follow  nor  encourage- agriculture. 

Believes,  that  to  be  fold  to  Europeans,  is  conli- 
,dered  by  all  negroes  from  inland,  as  well  as  on  the 
coaft,  as  a  puniftimcnt  only  Jhort  of  death. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Louis,  arc 
cftimatcd  at  about  5000,  who  are  fupplied  with  cat- 
tle by  the  Moors,  and  with  corn  by  the  blacks 
only. 

Ships  bound  to  the  W.  Indies  were  fupplied  by 
the  blacks  with  large  quantities  of  corn,  which  the 
flaves  preferred  to  any  other  food. 

The  blacks  on  the  fouth  banks  of  the  Senegal  . 
raife  cotton,  indigo,  and  tobacco,  fufficicnt  for  their 
ufe. 

Knows  the  negroes  manufafture  cotton,  leather, 
and  metals,  for  they  fupply  Senegal  with  clothing, 
articles  of  leather,  and  ornaments  of  gold  and  filver : 
^  they  dye  fome  of  their  cottons  very  finely,  blues 
and  fcarlets;  believes  their  confumption  of  cotton 
cloths  is  very  confiderable. 

Never  knew  the  natives  backward  in  fupplying 
any  co/ifiderabie  demand  for  proviiions,  when  pro- 
perly encouraged. 

Never  knew  the  natives  encouraged  by  Europeans 
to  raiii;  for  fale  other  produce  than  provifions. 

Pcrfons  of  property  there,  have  a  great  number  of 
perfons   under  the  denomination  of  flaves,  whom 

ihey 
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they  treat  as  Europeans  would  people  of  their  own    1791, 
faiiiily.  ka'v-^ 


Witnefs  examined — Henry  Botham,  Efq. 

Went  to  the  W.  Indies  1770,  and,  in  about  two  P.  2^1. 
years,  viftced  all   the  iflands,  Englilh  and  French, 
and  was  emploipcd  by  governmeiit  in  Grenada,  to 
afccrtain  the  ditFercnce  of  property  there  between 
the  old  and  new  fubjefts. 

He  was  not  long  a  planter  in  the  W,  Indies.  He 
direded  MefTrs.  Bofanquet  and  Fatio's  fugar  eftatc 
there,  in  their  partner's  abfcncei  but  he  carried  on 
fugar  works  many  years  at  Bcncoolen,  in  the  Haft 
Indies. 

He  has  examined  the  account,  in  the  P.  Council's 
Report,  of  the  mode  of  cultivating  fugar  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  and  it  is  the  fame  which  he  delivered  in. 
He  drew  it  up  from  having  long  confidered  the  fub- 
jeft,  and,  fince  he  delivered  it  to  the  P.  Council, 
fees  no  reafon  to  make  any  alteration  in  it. 

The  following  is  an  Abridgment  of  the  faid  ac- 
count : 

**  Mr.  Botham  on  the  Mode  of  cultivating  a 
"  Sugar  Plantation  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  &c." 

Having  been  2  years  in  the  Engiiih  and  French 
W.  India  iflands,  and  fince  conduced  fugar  cdates 
in  '.he  E.  Indies  ;  it  may  be  dcfirabie  to  know  ihatP.  241,' 
fugar,  better  and  cheaper  than  that  in  our  iflands, 
and  alfo  arrack,  are  producrd  in  the  E.  Indies,  by 
the  Uibour  of  free  people.  China,  Bengal,  and  the 
coaft  of  Malabar,  produce  quantities  of  fugar  and 
fpirits  ;  but,  as  the  moll  confiderable  fugar  eflaces 
are  near  B.itavi.i,  !  (hall  explain  the  improved  mode 
of  conducting  thofe  etlatcs.  The  proprietor  is  ge- 
nerally a  rich  Dutchman,  who  has  built  on  it  fub- 
ftantial  works.  He  rents  the  cftate  (fjyof  jooor 
more  acres)  to  a  Chincfi;,  v^ho  lives  on  and  fupcrin- 
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1791.  tends  it,  and  who  rc-Icts  it  to  free  men,  in  parcels 
of  50  or  60,  on  condition  that  they  (hall  plant  it  in 
canes  for  fo  much  for  every  pccul,  13  jf  lb.  of  Ai- 
gar  produced.  The  fuperintendant  colJe<5ts  people 
from  the  adjacent  villages  to  take  off  his  crop.  One 
fet  of  talk-men,  with  their  cares  and  buffaloes,  cut 
the  canes,  carry  them  to  the  mill  and  grind  them. 
A  fecond  fet  boil  them.  A  third  cJay  and  bafkcc 
them  for  market,  at  fo  much  per  pecul. 

Thus  the  renter  knows  with  certainty  what  every 
pecul  will  coft  him.  He  has  no  unncceffary  ex- 
pence,  for  when  crop  is  over,  the  ta(k-men  go  home, 
and,  for  7  months  in  the  year,  there  only  remain  on 
the  eftatc  the  cane  planters,  preparing  the  next  crop. 
By  dividing  the  labour,  it  is  cheaper  and  better  done. 
P.  243.  Only  clayed  fugars  are  made  at  Batavia,  which  are 
equal  to  the  beft  from  the  W.  Indies,  and  fold  at 
1 8s.  per  pecul.  The  Shabander  exafts  a  dollar  per 
pecul  on  all  fugar  exported.  The  price  of  common 
labour  is  from  Qd  to  1  d  per  day.  But  the  tafkmen 
gain  confiderably  more,  not  only  from  extra  work, 
but  from  being  confidered  artiiU  in  their  feveral 
branches.  They  do  not  make  fpirits  on  the  fugar 
eftates  ;  the  molaffes  and  Ikimmings  are  fent  for  fale 
to  Batavia,  where  one  diftillcry  may  buy  the  produce 
of  100  eftates.  Here  is  a  vail  faving  in  making 
fpirits,  not  as  in  the  W.  Indies,  a  diftillery  for  each 
eftate  :  arrack  is  fold  at  Batavia  at  about  8d.  per 
gallon  ;  the  proof  of  the  fpirit  is  about  5 -tenths. 

After  fpending  two  years  in  the  Weft  Indies,  I 
returned  to  the  Eaft  in  1776,  and  in  the  laft  war 
condufted  fugar  works  at  Bcncoolen,  in  Sumatra, 
on  nearly  the  fame  principles  as  the  Dutch;  I  con- 
fined my  expences  to  what  they  had  done,  allowing 
for  the  unavoidable  charges,  on  a  new  and  folc  un- 
dertaking. 

The  cane  is  cultivated  to  the  utmoft  perfeftion 
at  Batavia  i  the  hoe,  almoft  the  fole  implement  of 
the  Weft,  is  there  fcarcely  ufed  ;  the  lands  are  well 
ploughed  by  a  light  plough  with  a  linglc  buffalo ;  a 

drill 
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drill  is  then  ploughed,  and  a  perfon  with  two  baf-  1791. 
kets  filled  with  cane  plants,  fufpended  to  a  ftick  acrofs  «— w*** 
his  Ihoutdcrs,  drops  into  the  furrow  plants  alternately 
from  each  balket,  covering  chcm  at  the  fame  time 
with  earth  with  his  feet.  Young  canes  are  kept  often 
ploughed  as  a  weeding,  and  the  hoe  is  ufcd  to  weed 
round  the  plant  when  very  young  j  but  of  this  there  P.  244. 
is  little  need  if  the  land  has  been  fufficicntly  plough- 
ed. When  the  cane  is  ready  to  earth  up,  the  {pace 
between  the  rows,  is  ploughed  deep,  the  cane-tops 
tied  up,  and  with  an  inftrument  like  a  (hovel,  with 
teeth  at  the  bottom,  a  f'pade-handlc,  and  two  cords 
fixed  to  the  body  of  the  Ihovel,  ending  by  a  wooden 
handle  for  a  purchafc,  is  ufed  by  two  pcrfons  to  earth 
up  the  cane,  the  ftrongcll  holding  the  handle  of  the 
fhovel,  prcHing  it  into  the  ploughed  earth,  while  the 
other  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  plant,  by  a  jirk  of 
the  cord,  draws  up  to  the  plant,  all  the  earth  that 
the  plough  had  loofened.  Two  peifons  with  this  in- 
ftrument, will  earth  up  more  canes  in  the  day  than 
10  negroes  with  hoes.  The  canes  in  India  are  much  ■ 
higher  earthed  than  in  the  Weft  Indies  ^  in  moin: 
foils,  they,  with  little  labour,  earth  them  as  high  as 
the  knee,  at  once  making  a  dry  bed  for  the  cane,  and 
a  drain  for  the  water. 

The  improvement  in  making  the  cane  into  fugar, 
at  Batavia,  keeps  pace  with  that  in  its  culture:  eva- 
poration being  in  proportion  to  the  furface,  their 
boilers  have  as  much  of  it  as  pnlTible.  The  cane  juice 
is  tampered  and  boiled  to  a  lyrup ;  it  is  then  thrown 
into  vats,  which  hold  one  boiling,  there  fprinklcd 
with  water,  to  Ibbfide  its  foul  pares:  after  lUnding 
fix  hours,  is  let  off  by  3  pegs  of  dilierent  heights, 
into  a  copper  with  one  lire;  it  is  there  tempered  a- 
gain,  and  reduced  to  fugar,  by  a  gentle  fire-,  it  gra- 
nulates, and  the  bailer  dipping  a  wand  into  the 
copper,  ftrikes  it  on  the  fide,  then  drops  the  fugar 
remaining  on  it,  into  a  cup  uf  water,  fcrapes  it  up 
with  his  thumb-nail,  and  can  judge  10  a  nicety  of 
the  fugar's  being  propeily  bulled.     Tlie  vats  1  inen- 
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1790*  tioncd  are' placed  all  at  the  left  end  of  a  fct  of  cop- 

w«*v«*»  pcrs.    After  running  off  for  boiling  all  that  is  clear, 

!*•  245.  the  reft  is  drained  on  the  outfide  of  the  boiling- 

houfe  ;  what  is  fine  is  put  into  the  copper  for  fugar, 

the  lees  kept  for  diftilling. 

Claying  of  fugar  is  as  in  the  W,  Indies.  The 
cane  trafh  is  not,  as  in  our  iflands,  carried  into  (heds, 
where  it  lofes  much  of  its  ilrengih  before  it  is  ufed ; 
but  is  laid  out  immediately  to  dry,  then  made  into 
faggots,  fee  up  in  cocks,  and  ufed  immediateiy  when 
dry  -,  hence  its  force  of  fire  is  much  greater,  and  the 
carrying  it  to  and  from  the  traOi-houfe  is  faved. 

The  culture  of  the  cane  in  the  Weft  Indies  is  in 
its  infancy.  Many  alterations  are  to  be  made,  ex- 
penfes,  and  human  labour  lefTened ;  the  hoe,  now 
ufed  to  turn  up  foils  of  different  texture,  is  of  one 
conftrudtion,  cheap  and  very  light;  fo  that  the  ne- 
gro, without  any  help  from  its  weight,  digs  up  the 
earth,  (and,  the  cane  roots,  on  rcp\anting)  by  the 
fevered  exertion.  In  the  Eaft  we  plough  up  the 
cane  roots. 

Having  experienced  the  difference  of  labourers 
for  profit,  and  labourers  from  force,  I  can  affert,  that 
the  favings  by  the  former  are  very  confiderable. 

The    Weft  India  planter,    for  his   own  intereft, 
fliould  give  more  labour  to  beaft,  and  lefs  to  man ; 
a  larger  portion  of  his  eftate  ought  to  be  in  pafture. 
When  pradicable,  canes  ftiould   be  carried  to  the 
mill,  and  cane  tops  and  grafs  to  the  ftock,  in  wag- 
gons; the  cnftom  of  making  a  hard-worked  negro 
get  a  bundle  of  grafs  twice  a  day  abolifhed ;  and  in 
P.  246.fhort  a  total  change  take  place  of   the  mifcrablc 
management   in  our   Weft  India  iflands.     By  this 
means  following,  as  near  as  poflTible,  the  Eaft  India 
mode,  conlblidating  the  diftilleries,    I  do  fuppofc 
our  fugar  iflands  might  be  better  worked  than  they 
now  aie,  l>y  two- thirds,  or  indeed  one-half  of  the 
prefent  force  Let  it  be  confidered,  how  much  labour 
is  loil  by  the  pcrfojis  ovcrfeeinff  the  forced  labourer, 
iicii  IS  iavcd  when  he  works  for  his  own  profit.     I 

have 
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have  ftated,  with  the  ftrliteft  veracity,  a  plain  matter  1791. 
of  fa6t — that  fugar  eftates  can  be  worked  cheaper  by  «--v** 
free  perfons  than  flaves. 

Whether  the  (lavc-trade  can  be  abolifhcd,  and  the 
blacks  freed,  is  for  the  confideration  of  Parliament. 
In  my  judgment,  thefc  delirable  purpofes,  may  be 
efTcfted  without  materially  injuring  the  Weft:  India 
planter.  He  has  but  to  improve  his  culture,  leflen 
human  labour,  and  the  progeny  of  the  prefcnt  blacks 
will  anfwer  every  purpole  of  working  Weft  India, 
eftates.  [Sec  this  account  at  large  in  the  Privy 
Council's  Report,  at"  the  end  of  Part  III.] 

The  flaves  in  the  French  iflands  appeared  to  be 
better  cloathcd,  better  fed,  and  better  behaved,  than 
in  the  Britilh  :  and  their  being  well  fed  is  chiefly 
owing  to  the  French  planter  putting  a  great  pro- 
portion of  his  cftate  in  provifions. 

Whether  it  might  or  might  not  be  ultimately  for 
the  intereft  of  the  Britilh  planter,  and  the  benefit  of 
his  flaves,  if  he  were  to  allot  to  provifions,  more  of 
the  land  now  deftincd  to  fugar,  is  a  qucftion  that 
can  only  be  decided  by  experiment  in  the  different 
iflands,  as  the  fame  anfwer  to  it  would  not  fuit  each. 
In  iflands  that  fetdom  fail  in  rains,  it  is  no  doubt  for 
the  planter's  intereft,  to  facrificc  a  part  of  the  ground 
allotted  for  fugar,  to  provifions ;  as  thefe  feed  his 
negroes  better  than  any  dry  or  other  provifions  im- 
ported:  but  in  iflands  fubjeft;  to  droughts,  he  does P,  247* 
not  think  the  planter  can  without  materially  lelTcn- 
ing  his  crop  of  fugar,  give  up  any  portion  of  ground 
to  proviiions. 

In  1764,  when  the  Eaft  India  Company's  poffef- 
fions  in  Sumatra  were  returned  to  them  by  the  French, 
they  were  informed  by  their  fcrvanis  at  Bencoolen, 
that  the  public  works,  and  other  labours  of  their 
fettlement,  could  not  be  carried  on  without  a  targe 
fupply  of  flaves;  the  Company  therefore  fcnt  flavc- 
Jhips  to  Africa  and  Madagafcar,  and  tranfported  to  • 

Bencoolen  nearly    1000  flaves,  in  much  the  fame 
.  proportion  of  men,  women,    and  children,    as   are 

Numb.  4.  S  cii-cxtA-^ 
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1791.  ^juried  from  Africa  to  the  Weft  Indies,  that  is  more 

men  J  than  women  and  children.    Thefe  flaves,  on 

the  firft  years  of  their  arrival,   from  the  unheal- 

thinefs  of  the  climate^  and  other  caufes,  decrea/ed : 

but    when    they   had  been    at    Bencoolen   a   few 

years,  where  they  were  well  fed,  humanely  treated, 

and  had  rery  little  work,  they  began  annually  to 

increafe ;  notwithftanding,  from  the  Jitcle  attention 

'  that  was  paid  to  their  way  of  life,  both  men  and 

I  women  lived   in  the  moft  abandoned  way.      The 

•  wonder  was,  that  they  did  increafe,  as  the  young 

;  female  flaves  were  common  proftitutes  to  the  foldiers 

and  failors. 
i  


Witnefs  examined — John  Savage,  E/q. 
V.  247. 

Rcfidcd  in  Carolina  from  1729  to  1775.  Was  not 
a  planter,  but  was  repeatedly  on  many  plantations 
as  a  vi  fit  ant  for  a  day  or  two  at  a  time,  and  knew  the 
ftate  of  negroes  there. 

Underftood  labour  was  performed  by  tafk  in  moft 
P.  248. operations  on  eftates. 

Negroes  increafed  greatly  where  well  clothed  and 
fed  ;  is  doubtful  if  they  increafed  where  clothed  and 
fed  badly.  Heard  where  mailers  were  harfh,  they 
could  not  raifc  children,  or  but  a  few. 

Where  mafters  were  prudent,  and  kept  themfelvcs 
out  of  debt,  negroes  were  hearty  and  ftrong :  hence 
they  got  more  work  out  of  them  than  thofc  who  did 
not  ule  them  fo  well,  and  thefe  were  they  who  made 
fortunes  by  planting. 

A  friend  of  his,  Gabriel  Manigault,  Efq.  informed 
him,  that  in  1737  he  had  on  his  eftate  86  negroes,  of 
whom  12  or  14  were  fupcrannuated.  The  latter  he 
replaced  by  others.  With  no  more  addition  than 
this,  they  had  increafed  to  270  about  a  year  or  two 
before  witnefs  left  the  country.  Mr.  Manigault's 
eftate  (by  purchafe)  confjfted  of-  about  180C0  of 
19000  acres,  6000  of  which  were  fettled,  and  i20cx> 

or 


or  13000  not  To  J  for  the  litter  he  had  taxes  and  quit 
rents  to  pay  for  many  years  till  his  fon  came  of  age, 
to  whom  he  then  gave  them.  Nocwithftandlng  this 
chatve  on  the  unimproved  land,  he  always  made  in- 
terelT  of  his  purchafe-money.  Mr.  M.  was  a  man 
of  humanity,  and  gave  his  Haves  fufficient  clothes, 
food,  and  accommodations. 

In  the  year  17J9  there  was.  a  duty  laid  on  the  im> 
portatation  of  (laves  to  Carolina,  which  amounted  to 
a  prohibition,  and  which  continued  to  1744.  The 
purchafe  of  new  negroes  having  involved  the  plan- 
ters greatly  in  debt,  was  the  reafon  why  the  legif- 
lature  laid  it. 


Witnefs  Examined — John  Clapham,  Efq. 

Was  upwards  of  20  years  in  Maryland.  N^;rocaP'  ^49' 
kept  up  rfieir  numbers  there  by  propa^tion,  and  in- 
creafed,  fo  that  the  overplus  in  fome  inftances  were 
ihippcd  to  the  W.  Indies.  Has  known  100  fales, 
where  proprietors  have  had  too  many  for  their  yfe 
in  confequence  of  increafe  by  propagation-,  yet  they 
were  not  thought  to  be  well  treated,  though  better 
than  to  the  fouthward,  and  the  climate  was  fubjcd  to 
great  and  fudden  variety  of  heat  and  cold. 

Attempts  were  not  frequent  in  Maryland  to  give 
religious  initru£tion  to  negroes. 


Witnefs  Examined — Robert  Crew,  Efq. 

Is  a  native  of  Virginia,   and    rcfided   there  till    . 
1783.   Knew  the  ftate  of  the  planution  (laves  there. 

Had  fufficient  clothing,  and  as  much  Indian  meal  P.  a^a 
as  they  could  ufe,  and  were  in  general  fupplied  daily 
with  Qefh,  fifh,  or  fomething  elfe  added  to  their  meal 
or  bread. 

Ovcrfeas  on  large  cftates  fupcrinttndcd  (laves,  but 
S  2  mvkssv. 
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179 1,  without  a  whip,  as  a  maftcf  on  a  fmall  cftate^  or  z 

^^•v^  bailiff  would  in  this  country. 

Negroes  in  Virginia  increafed  rapidly  without  im- 
portation, fo  much  fo,  that  it  ^was  a  general  opinion^ 
that  it  was  profitable  to  hold  'flaves  on  this  account^ 
cxclufive  of  the  profits  of  their  labour. 

Treatment  was  different  on  different  eftates.  Where 
the  matter  was  involved  and  did  not  fuperintcnd  his 
own  eftate,  his  ovcrfcers  were  dircfted  to  make  the 
greatcft  poflTiblc  quantities  of  tobacco,  to  fuppJy  his 
prefTing  ncccfTities.  Here  the  (laves  were  ill  ufed, 
worked  exceffively  hard,  and  were  not  fufiiciently 
fed.  Where  the  proprietor  was  in  good  circum- 
fiance?,  and  could  purfue  his  own  intereft^  they  were 
not  fo  hard  worked,  and  had  better  fupplies  of  food 
and  clothing. 

P.  251.  This  fcvcre  fyftem  in  feme,  though  he  thinks  ne- 
ver fo  fevere  in  any  circumftanccs  (with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions) as  to  caufe  a  decreafe  in  their  nvkmbers,  aad 
indeed  fmall  profits  of  tobacco  plantations  could  not 
afford  frelh  fupplies,  yet  had  the  cffeft  certainly  of 
preventing  their  increafing  fo  faft  as  they  otherwifc 
would.     Such  a  fyftem  was  deemed  unprofitable. 

Spent  a  few  months  at  Barbadoes  and  St.  Croix. 
Was  ftruck  with  the  difference  of  the  treatment  of 
flaves  there  and  in  Virginia.  A  driver  with  a  whip 
Hood  over  them  while  at  work:  they  were  nearly 
without  clothing.  Thefe  were  the  obvious  differ- 
ences. No  knowledge  of  particulars.  Thinks  the 
ufe  of  the  whip  formed  a  difference  in  their  treatment 
conriderably  to  the  difadvantage  of  Weft  Indian 
flaves. 

Thinks  the  culture  of  tobacco  nearly  as  laborious 
as  that  of  fugar;  and  the  climate  of  Virginia  is  not 
fo  favourable  as  that  of  the  Weft  Indies,  to  African 

conftitutions,  on  account  of  the  fevere  cold  of  the 
winter. 

Importation  of  African  flaves  into  Virginia,  has 
been  generally  difcontinued  fince  1772. 

Witnefs 
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Witnefs  examined, — Hercules  Ross,  Efq. 

Rcfidcd  chiefly  in  Jamaica,  from  1761,  to  1782,   1791. 
and  occafionally  in  Hifpaniola.  u-v** 

Had  occafion  to  be  in  every  parifli  of  the  inand»P-  isl- 
and to  be  acquainted  with  the  ftate  and  treatment  of 
(laves,  which  depends  on  circumftances  :  under  a  man 
of  humanity,  and  where  the  numbers  were  equal 
to  the  work,  they  lived  happy;  it  was  difficult  under 
one  ofa  different  defcription. 

It  was  not  undcrltood  they  had  legal  redrefs  againit 
owners  or  ovcrfeers  for  ill  ufage ;  nor  againfl  others, 
unlcfs  the  owner  or  manager  ftood  forward  to  protect 
them. 

He  had  the  mortification  of  feeing  innumerableP,  253J 
puniihments  inflifted,  many  with  feverity,  and  he 
fears,  fomc  unjulUy.  An  uncommon  one  now  occurs, 
though  it  was  long  ago,  ac  Savanna  la  Mar.  Hear- 
ing, from  an  inclofure,  the  cries  of  fome  poor  wretch 
under  torture,  he  loolted  through,  and  faw  a  young 
female  fufpended  by  the  wrifts  to  a  tree,  fwinging  to 
and  fro ;  her  toes  could  barely  touch  the  ground,  and 
her  body  exceedingly  agitated.  The  fight  rather 
confounded  him,  as  there  was  no  whipping,  and  the 
maftcr  jull  by,  feemingly  motiontefsi  but  on  look- 
ing more  attentively,  faw  in  his  hand  a  rtick  of  fire, 
■which  he  held  fo  as  occafionally  to  touch  her  about 
her  private  parts  as  (he  fwung.  He  continued  this 
torture  with  unmoved  countenance,  until  the  witnels 
calling  on  him  to  defift,  throwing  (tones  at  him  over 
the  fence,  flopped  it.  Thinks  it  right  to  fay,  that 
on  mentioning  it  on  the  bay,  it  was  heard  with  uni- 
verfal  detellacion  :  the  perpetrator  was  not  a  man  of 
charaftcr:  he  was  not  brought  to  legal  punifliment. 
Does  not  know  that  the  law  then  extended  to  thep.  254. 
punilhing  whites  for  furh  afts. 

Slaves  in  Kingfton,  when  flogged,  were  tied  up  by 
the  wri(ts>  if  on  the  wharfs  to  the  crane-hook,  with 
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1791 «  weights  tx>  their  feet,  and  the  crane  wound  up  fo  as 
w^v-w  to  extend  them  greatly  ;  the  whip  was  a  cow-lkin  at 
firft,  and  then  ebony  bufheSj  to  take  off  the  bruifed 
blood.  A  gaol  was  alfo  a  place  of  correction  :  in 
fa6t,  every  man's  prcmifes  was  a  place  of  puniJhment» 
if  he  chofe  ;  but  the  wharfs  and.  gaol  were  uied  by 
fuch  as  did  not  choofe  to  difturb  the  neighbours  with 
the  flaves  cries;  but  it  was  underftood  that  any 
owner  had  a  right  to  order  fuch  punilhments,  with* 
out  a  magi  (I  rate. 

In  his  refidence  in  Jamaica,  it  became  more  clear- 
ed and  improved,  and  of  courfe  healthier :  the  ftile 
of  living,  and  manners  of  the  whites,  gradually  im- 
proved, and  extended  a  favourable  influence  to  the 
ftate  of  the  flaves. 
P#  255.  Negroes  are  as  capable  of  labour  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, as  other  people  in  climates  congenial  to  tliem : 
that  they  are  better  adapted  than  whites  to  that  cli« 
mate,  is  certain.  Negroes  on  board  ftvvip^,  fed  on 
animal  food  as  the  whites,  are  capable  of  great  exer- 
tions. In  the  lad  war,  on  the  expedition  to  St. 
Juan's,  government  ordered  a  number  of  negroes  to 
be  colic Acd,  to  cafe  the  military ;  they  were  chiefly 
culprits,  many  taken  from  gaols,  whom  the  owners 
were  glad  to  part  with ;  though  exhaufted  by  con« 
finement  and  low  diet  when  fliipped,  they  returned 
almofl:  to  a  man,  in  health,  and  much  improved  in 
looks  (having  had  rations  with  the  reft)  while  the 
whites,  on  that  fervice,  fufFered  great  licknefs  and 
deaths.  Something  fimilar  was  the  cafe  with  a 
greater  body  of  negroes  fent  from  Jamaica,  to  the 
iicge  of  the  Havannah. 

As  to  flaves  fuficring  from  the  bad  circumftances 
of  owners,  unable  to  buy  provifions,  in  fome  in- 
ftanccs  it  may  be  the  cafe,  when  from  ftorms  or  other 
cafulties,  ground  provifions  are  injured. 

Slaves  may  be  fcized  and  fold  for  their  owners 
debts:  whereby' near  relations  are  often  feparated. 
In  Kingfton  and  Spanifli  town,  they  arc  confined  in 
gaols  till  fold  to  the  higheft  bidders;  fom«  of  whom 

may 
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ttiay  be  foreigners>  and  carry  a  part  off  the  idand :  a  1791. 
faardlhip  which  often  happens,  and  to  which  Creoles  <■■  ^^ 
as  well  as  Africans  arc  fubjcft.  P.  257. 

Has  often  been  at  fales  of  Guinea  cargoes.  On 
the  day  advertifed  by  the  agent,  buyers  attend  a- 
board  i  at  f^given  hour  the  fale  is  declared  open, 
when  each  exerts  himfelf  to  get  firft  among  the  Haves 
to  have  a  good  choice,  and  the  whole  of  the  healthy 
and  likely  ones,  are  often  fold  that  day.  There  ufed 
to  be  in  Kingfton  many  people  who  bought  on  fpecu- 
lation  thofe  left  after  the  firft  day'sfale,  to  carry  them 
to  the  country,  and  retail  them,  or  to  (hip  them  off. 
Has  often  feen  the  very  refufe  landed  and  fcnt  to 
vendue  maftcrs  in  a  very  wretched  ftatc  j  fometimes 
in  the  agonies  of  death,  has  known  them  expire  in  the 
piazza  of  the  vendue  mafter.  Has  feen  them  fold 
even  as  low  as  a  dollar. 

Thinks  the  flave  trade  has  been  produftive  of  great 
deftru£tion  to  the  human  race,  both  blacks  and 
whites-i  of  which  he  could  furnilh  many  inftances : 
one  marked  with  peculiar  circumftances  of  horror, 
was  this. 

About  20  years  ago,  a  Ihip,  with  about  400  flaves 
ftruck  on  a  Ihoal,  half  a  league  from  the  Morant  Keys, 
(3  fmall  fandy  iQands,  1 1  leagues  S.  S.  K.  from  Ja- 
maica) the  officers  and  crew  took  to  the  boats  with 
arms  and  provifiuns,  and  landed.  At  day  light  it  was 
found  that  the  Haves  had  got  out  of  (heir  irons,  and 
were  forming  rafts,  on  which  they  placed  the  women 
and  children,  the  men  fwimming  by  the  fide,  whilft 
they  drifted  towards  the  little  ifland  where  the  crew 
had  landed  ;  who  left  the  flaves  Oiould  confume  their 
provifions,  came  to  the  rcfolution  to  fire  upon  them, 
and  actually  killed  from  3  to  400,  Of  the  cargo, 
33  or  34  only  were  faved,  which  he  faw  fold  at  ven- 
due  at  Kingfton.  The  Ihip,  he  thinks,  was  confign- 
ed  to  a  Mr.  Hugh  Wallace,  of  St.  Elizabeth's  parilh. 

As  it  is  faid  to  be  common  when  Aiips  are  wreck- p,  jeg, 
cd,  for  the  crew  to  break  up  the  fpirit  room  and  get 
drunk,  he  is  inclined  to  chink  the  crew  of  the  Gui- 
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1701.  ncaman  muft  have  been  drunk  to  have  adopted  fa 
%I^^  horrid  a  refolution,  without  firft  difpatching  a  boat 
to  Jamaica  (5  or  6  hours  fail)  for  aOiftance.  But 
this  is  only  conje6bure,  from  a  perfuafion  chat  if  they 
had  aftcd  with  common  difcretton»  there  was  no  nc- 
ccffity  for  deftroying  any  of  the  flayes.j-. . 

Guinea  (hips,  leaving  their  feamen  BAind,  was  fo 
common  as  to  have  been  a  great  nuifance  and  ex- 
penfc  to  the  people  at  Kingfton,  and  occafioned  a 
law,  obliging  the  matters  of  all  Ihips  to  give /ccuri ry 
againft  leaving  any  difabled  feamen  behind,  or  pro- 
vide for  the  charge  of  taking  care  of  them.  It  was 
not  uncommon  for  Guinea  mailers  to  fend  on  (bore 
a  few  hours  before  they  failed,  .their  lame,  ulcerated, 
or  fick  feamen,  leaving  them  to  perifli.  As  to  the 
Guinea  trade  being  a  nurfery  for  feamen,  he  has  ever 
P.  aSo.confidcred  it  the  reverfe. 

As  to  any  compaffion  between  the  ftate  of  Weft 
India  flaves  and  the  peafantty  of  Great  Britain, 
whatever  others  may  think^  he  confiders  it  as  an  infult 
to  common  fenfe :  the  peafantry  in  this  country  arc 
obliged  to  labour  it  is  true;  but  there  is  no  market 
for  the  fale  of  human  beings,  where  men  of  all  cha- 
rafters  may  become  buyers,  and  by  the  laws  hold  an 
abfolute  right  in  the  pcrfon  purchafed.  It  is  impofli- 
ble  to  conceive  a  man  fo  degenerate,  as  not  to  prefer 
the  fcanticft  morfel  with  freedom  and  independance, 
to  the  luxury  enjoyed  by  the  wealthieft  flave  on  earth. 
A  peafant  here  however  poor,  cannot  be  imprifoned 
for  his  matter's  debts ;  nor  purchafed  without  a  legal 
difcuffion  :  he  beholds  his  growing  family  with  plca- 
fure,  his  induttry  often  enables  him  to  give  them  fuch 
an  education,  as  advances  them  in  life,  and  puts  it  in 
their  power  to  comfort  his  old  age:  the  flave  who  has 
refleftion,  views  his  offspring  with  very  different  feel- 
ings ;  knowing  them  doomed  to  eternal  flavery,  and 
ignorant  of  the  charader  of  thofc  to  whom  they  may 
hereafter  belong. 

His  refidence  in  Jamaica  for  above  twenty  years  of 
P.  261.  the  prime  of  his  life,  muft  have  given  him  as  pcrfeft 

a  know- 
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a  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  Haves  there,  as  it  is  pof-  1791- 
fiblc  to  acquire.  As  to  the  information  which  may^""^^"^ 
have  been  got  by  thofi?  holding  high  commands  there 
he  cannot  f  peak  decidedly;  but  if  it  is  meant  to  know, 
■whether  fuch  on  occafional  vifits  tocftatcs,  were  like- 
ly to  obtain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  treatment 
of  flaves,  he  thinks  they  could  not. 

He  has  often  accompanied  Governors  and  Admirals 
on  their  tours  there;  when,  the  eftates  vifited  (be- 
longing generally  to  perfons  of  diftinftion)  might  be 
fuppofed  under  the  beft  management;  befides  that 
all  poffible  care  would  be  taken  to  keep  every  dif- 
gufting  objeft  from  view,  and  on  no  account,  by  the 
exercife  of  the  whip  or  other  punifhments,  harrow  up 
the  feelings  of  ftrangers  of  fuch  diftindjon. 

As  to  his  opinion  of  the  probable  effefts  of  the  P.  261, 
abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  he  is  at  fome  lofs  to  ex- 
prcfs  himfelf;  he  thinks  however,  that  as  it  would 
tend  to  prevent  making  new  fcEtlements  in  the  iflands, 
the  produce  of  fugar  not  keeping  pace  with  the  in- 
creafing  demand  for  ic,  the  price  muft  rife  and  of 
courfe  the  prefcnt  eftates  became  more  valuable:  the 
value  of  the  flaves  would  alfo  be  increafcd  and  it 
would  become  more  the  owners  intereft  to  attend  to 
their  health  and  population. 

Finally,  as  the  rcfult  of  his  obJervations  and  moft 
ferious  rcfleftion,  he  hefuates  not  to  fay,  that  the  trade 
for  Haves  ought  to  be  abolilhed  not  only  as  contrary 
to  found  policy,  but  to  the  laws  of  God  and  nature  j 
and  were  it  poflible  by  the  prcfent  inquiry  to  convcyp^  2^2^ 
a  juft  knowledge  of  the  extcnfive  milery  itoccalions, 
every  kingdom  of  Europe  muft  unite  in  calling  on 
their  legiflatures  to  abolifli  the  inhuman  traffic. 
This  is  not  a  hafty,  nor  a  new  fentiment,  formed  on 
the  prcfent  difculfion,  which  has  in  no  refped  in- 
fluenced his  judgmenr.  The  fame  opinion  he  publicly 
delivered  lirventecn  years  ago,  in  Kingfton,  in  a  ib- 
ciety  formed  of  the  firft  characters  of  rhe  place,  on 
debating  the  following  queltion  (propoliai  he  thinks, 
by  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Hibbcrt,  who  had  been  40 
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or  50  years  the  moft  eminent  Guinea  fa&or  there) 
<«  Whether  the  trade  to  Afi^ca  for  llaves^  was  con- 
*«  fiftent  with  found  policy^  the  laws  of  nature  and 
*'  morality."  The  dilcuffion  occupied  feveral  meet- 
ings, and  at  laft  it  was  determined  by  a  majority^  that 
the  trade  to  Africa  for  Oaves  was  neither  con- 
fident with  found  policy,  the  laws  of  nature,  nor 
morality. 

The  chief  ground  on  which  the  advocates  for  the 
flave  trade  refted  their  opinion  (he  thinks)  was,  that 
God  had  formed  fomc  of  the  human  race,  inferior  to 
others,  in  intelled;  and  that  negroes  appeared  to 
have  been  intended  for  flaves,  or,  to  that  purpofc. 

Has  been  in  fome  of  the  foreign  Weft  India  iflands, 
in  N.  America,  and  St.  Domingo.  The  ftate  of  flaves 
feemcd  fimilar  to  that  in  Jamaica  j  in  America  he 
had  but  little  opportunity  for  obfervation:  but  upon 
the  whole,  they  appeared  decenter  in  their  manners  ; 
more  domcfticatcd,  and  to  have  fomc  nouoivsi  of 
religion. 


The 


_^  me^ 
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The  following  Evidence  is  printed  at  full  length, 
there  not  being  time  to  abridge  it. 

Witncfs  examined — ^Thomas  Irving,  Efq. 

Does  not  your  official  (ituation  afford  you  a  gene-  i79i< 
ral  view  of  the  commerce  of  the  Britifh  empire,  and  "-n^*^ 
of  the  relation  of  Its  feveral  branches  to  each  other, 
and  particularly  to  Great  Britain  ? 

The  office  of  Infpcftor  General  of  Imports  and 
Exports,  committed  to  my  management,  exhibits  a 
ftate  of  the  imporcacions  into,  and  exportations  from. 
Great  Britain,  and  the  Britifli  Colonies  and  Iflands  in 
America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  and  of  all  the  revenues 
ariling  from  our  commerce.  Accounts  are  tranfmitted  * 
to  the  office,  from  the  feveral  ports  of  Great  Britaia 
and  the  colonics,  of  every  article  imported  into,  or 
exported  from,  fuch  por;s,  diftinguifhing  our  trade 
with  each  refpeftive  country,  togecher  (in  as  far  as 
relates  to  our  Colonics)  with  the  number  of  veffcls, 
their  tonnage,  and  number  of  men  employed  in  the 
trade.  I  am  alfo  annually  furniffied  (extra-officially 
for  a  fpecial  purpofe)  by  the  Rcgifter  General  of 
Shipping,  with  a  limilar  account  of  the  number  of 
velfels,  their  tonnage,  and  number  of  men,  both 
Britilh  and  Foreign,  which  enter  and  clear  in  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain.  In  a  word,  the  Infpeftor  ' 
General's  office,'  as  it  at  prcfent  ftands,  exhibits  a 
complete  view  of  the  commerce,  navigation,  and 
commercial  revenues  of  the  Britilh  empire,  Ireland 
excepted.  I  am  the  more  particular  in  explaining 
the  nature  of  the  office,  in  order  that  it  may  appear 
from  what  fources  I  draw  any  information  which  I 
may  have  occafion  to  offer  to  the  Committee,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fubfequent  examination. 

Pid  you  ever  execute  any  other  office,  which  af- 
fbrded  you  the  mearts  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of 
T  X  ^!a»- 
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1791.  the  trade  of  the  Britilh  Colonics  in  America  and  the 
Weft  Indies  ? 

In  the  year  1767 1  was  appointed  Infpcftor  General 
of  the  imports  and  exports  of  North  America,  and 
Regifter  of  Shipping,  which  offices  I  continued  to 
execute  until  the  year  1774*  ^^^^n  I  was  appointed 
Receiver  General  of  South  Caorolina,  and  a  Member 

of  the  Council. 

This  office  of  Infpeftor  General  and  Regifter  of 
Shipping  in  North  America  furnilhcd  me  with  the 
means  of  acquiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
trade  and  navigation  carried  on  between  the  conti-^ 
nental  Colonies  and  the  Britifti  .Weft  India  Iflands, 
and  the  books  and  papers  of  thstf  o^ce  arc  ftill  in 
iny  pofleflion. 

Have  the  Britifh  Weft  India  i(lands»  in  their  pre- 
fent  ftate,  the  means  of  furni/bing  the  fu^^l^  o€ 
fugar  and  rum  that  is  requifite  for  tVie  confumption 
of  Great  Britain  and  her  immediate  dependencies  ? 

The  Britifti  Weft  India  iflands  produce  annually  a 
jreater  quantity  of  fugar  and  rum  than  is  requifite 
for  the  confumption  of  Great  Britain,  her  immediate 
dependencies,  and  the  kingdoni  of  Ireland.    In  tefti- 
mony  of  this  faft  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee the  paper  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand, 
containing  an   account  of  the  quantity  of  Britilh 
plantation  fugar  imported  into,  and  exported  from. 
Great  Britain,  in  the  years  177a,  1773,   I774>  and 
1775,  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  y^^""*  1787^  1788,  1789,  and  1790* 
I  have  felefted  thofe  years  as  exhibiting  the  faireft 
ftate  of  the  produce  of  the  fugar  colonies ;  for  ia 
the  year  1776,  our  trade  began  to  meet  with  many 
interruptions  from  the  war  which  was  then  become 
general  on  the  continent  of  America:  and  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  the  iflands  did  not  recover  the  fliock 
which  they  had  fuftained  by  capture,  and  other  con^ 
fequenccs  of  war,  fooner  than  about  the  year  i787, 
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Do  you  think  that  the  exteotion  of  the  Weft  India  1791. 

}>liatations  beyond  the  degree  that  is  requifite  for  < 
upplying  Great  Britain^  and  her  immediate  dqien- 
dencies  with  the  principal  articles  of  Weft  India 
produce,  would  materially  promote  the  intereft  of 
the  Britifh  empire  ? 

This  queftion  is  of  a  very  extenfive  nature>  and  is 
involved  in  a  variety  of  objeds  and  confiderations, 
commercial  and  political,  which  I  am  afraid  1  am 
incompetent  to  offer  an  opinion  upon;  more  cfpeci- 
ally  in  the  prefent  debilitated  ftate  of  my  health, 
having  only  lately  recovered  from  a  dangerous  illnefs. 

The  Committee  informed  Mr.  Irving,  that  they 
did  not  wifli  chat  he  fiiouldi  in  anfwering 
this,  or  any  other  queftion,  make  exertions 
to  the  prejudice  of  his  health,  and  that  he 
would  therefore  confine  hlmfelf  to  fuch  fads 
and  opinions  as  Ihall  readily  occur  to  him. 

The  Witnefs  then  proceeded  as  follows : 

The  extenfion  of  the  culture  of  the  Britilh  W.  India 
iflands,  beyond  chat  degree  that  is  requifite  for  fup- 
plying Great  Britain  and  her  immediate  dependencies 
with  the  principal  articles  of  Weft  India  produce, 
does  not  appear  to  mc  likely  to  promote  the  inccreft 
of  the  Briciih  empire;  and  in  fupport  of  this  opinion, 
1  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  reafons : 

The  Weft  India  iflands  have  been  fettled  upon  a 
fyftem  very  different  from  the  Britifh  Continental 
Colonics  (now  a  part  of  the  States  of  America).  I 
alMde  to  the  colonies  which  are  cultivated  chieBy  by 
flavesi  namely,  the  tobacco,  and  rice,  and  indigo 
colonies.  The  fettlemcnt  of  thcfc  colonies  was  un- 
dertaken upon  fmall  capitals,  and  the  increafe  of 
their  wealth  arofe  almoft  wholly  out  of  the  growing 
profits  of  the  induftry  of  the  proprietors;  whereas 
our  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies  have,  agreeable  co  the 
fyftem  hitherto  purfuedj  been  fcccled  and  extended 
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i79»-  *>y  means  of  large  clpiwls  drawn  from  the  mother 
country.     The  Ceded  Iflands  were  almofl:  entireh 
fettled  with  the  Britilh  capitals  ;  and  in  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica  large  fums  of  money  have  from  time  to  time 
been  borrowed  from  this  country  upon  mortgage, 
in  order  to  extend  the  cultivation  of  that  iSand. 
Thus  a  capital  to  a  great  amount,  which  might  have 
been  employed   in  carrying  on  and  extending  the 
manufaftures,    the   commerce,   and    agriculture  of 
Great  Britain,  has  been  transferred  from  hence  to 
the  moft  vulnerable  part  of  the  empire-,  and  there 
invefted  in  purfuits  which  do  not  appear  to  me  to 
have  been  produftive  of  a  profit  to  the  proprietor, 
or  of  advantages  to  the  public,  in  any  decree  ade- 
quate to  the  precarious  fituation  in  which  luch  pro- 
perry  rtands,  from  the  contingencies  of  cJimate,  the 
fate  of  war.  Sec.     For  although  the  planter  re/Jdent 
on  the  fpot  will  moft  likely  ^bide  by  his  oroperty 
whatever  chnn^jc  of  government  he  may  be  lubjefted 
to,  ycr  the  lofs  of  an  ifland  by  capture  is  a  complete 
Jofs  of  fo  much  capital  to  the  empire.     Notwith- 
ftanding  our  general  fuperiority  at  fea,  the  precarious 
tenure  on  which  we  hold  our  colonial  poflcirions  was 
fufficiently  evinced  in  the  courfc  of  laft  war.     Thir- 
teen great  provinces  feparated  thcmfelvcs  for  ever 
from  the  empire,  whereby  property  to  the  amount  of 
many  millions  was  loft  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain,  and  her  adherents.     The  provinces  of  Eaft 
and  Wcfl:  Florida,  and  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  were 
ceded  to  Spain  and  France;  and  the  iflands  of  Sr. 
Kitts,  Nevis,  Montfcrrat,  St.  Vincents,  Dominica, 
and  Grenada,  were  all  captured,  but  reltored  at  the 
peace. 

But  befides  the  reafons  already  ofl^cred — the  impo- 
licy of  extending  the  cultivation  of  the  Weft  India 
iflands  beyond  the  degree  ftated  in  the  quertion,  is 
in  my  humble  opinion  ftrongly  marked  by  foine 
further  confiderarions. 

Notwithftanding  whatever  may  be  the  difi^crencc 
between  the  Britiih  and  Foreign  fugars  at  prcfenr,  or 
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for  thefe  rwo  or  tKrec  years  paft,  fince  the  difturb-  1791. 
ances  in  France  began  to  convulfc  her  coioniesj  yet  w/*rf 
if  we  take  a  comparative  view  of  the  difference 
between  the  price  of  Britilh  and  Foreign  fugars,  even 
in  a  period  the  moft  favourably  to  the  Britifli  iflands, 
namely,  before  laft  war,  when  they  received  a  com- 
.plete  fupply  of  lumber  and  provifions  from  the  con-  ^ 
tinent  of  America,  it  will  be  found  that  the  French 
fugars  were  fold  by  the  planters  from  ao  Co  30  per 
cent,  cheaper  than  the  Britifh  fugars  could  be  pur- 
chafed  in  our  iflands.  This  fa£l  I  ftate  from  the  in- 
formation which  I  received  time  after  time  from  the 
merchants  and  others  concerned  in  the  trade  between 
America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  when  1  executed  the 
office  of  Infpeftor  General  of  the  Imports  and  Ex- 
ports of  North  America ;  and  I  was  the  more  nii-  — 
nute  in  my  inquiries,  as  the  acquiring  information 
of  the  prices  of  the  feveral  commodities  imported 
into  and  exported  from  America  formed  a  part  of 
my  duty,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  eftablifh  a  table 
of  the  rates  of  value  for  the  office.  But  as  a  further 
tcftimony  of  the  Foreign  fugars  being  materialiy 
cheaper  than  the  Britiih,  I  take  the  liberty  of  pre- 
fcnting  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  Britifli  and 
Foreign  fugars,  diftinguifhing  each,  imported  into 
our  colonics  in  North  America,  in  the  ye^rs  1769, 
1770,  1771,  and  1772.  The  Committee  will  perceive 
by  this  account,  that  the  difference  between  the 
quantity  of  Britini,  and  of  Foreign  fugars  imported, 
was  not  very  confiderable,  notwithftanding  that  the 
Foreign  fugars  were  clandcftinely  obtained  in  the 
French  iilands  by  our  traders,  which  enhanced  the 
price  in  proportion  to  the  rifque,  and  were  alfo  fub- 
jed  to  a  duty  of  5  s.  per  cwt.  on  importation  into 
America :  nor  were  our  traders  by  any  means  under 
the  neceffity  of  taking  thefe  foreign  fugars  in  ex- 
change for  merchandize}  for  they  were  chtefly  pur- 
chafed  with  calh  which  they  received  for  their  lumber 
and  provifions  fold  in  our  iflands.  I  am  the  more 
particular  in  ftating  the  difference  of  thfe  prices  be- 
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17QI.  twccn  the  Britilh  and  Foreign  fugars,  bccaufc  I  con: 

ccivc  it  is  a  maxim  thoroughly  cftablifhcd  m  national 

commerce,  that  it  is  unwifc  to  pufli  forward  by  means 

of  monopolies,  reftriftivc  regulations,  or  bounties, 

any  branch  of  commerce   or  manufafturcs,  which 

cannot  be  carried  on,  after  a  fair  trial,  within  15  per 

cent,  of  the  prices  of  other  rival  countries :  and  I  am 

of  opinion  that  this  obfcrvatioa  will  ftriaiy  apply 

even  to  thofc  branches  of  commerce  from  which  the 

nation  is  fuppofcd  to  derive  the  grcateft  policical 

advantages  from   the    fmallcft    capital    employed, 

namely,  our  filhcries. 

The  money  expended  upon  Weft  India  cftatw  is  in 
general  far  from  yielding  a  profitable  return,  and  in  this 
opinion  I  am  fupported  by  the  teftimony  of  fome  of 
the  beft  informed  gentlemen  connedled  with  the  Weft 
Indies,  particulary  the  agent  for  Jamaica,  who  /fates, 
in  his  examination  before  the  Privy  CounciU  tK?x  the 
planters  throughout  that  ift^ii&  <So  not  make  more 
than  foiiv  per  cent,  upon  their  capital;  and  the  agent 
of  Barbadocs   gave  it  as  his  opinion,  '*  That  after 
**  payment  of  expenfes  and  plantation  loffes,  even  a 
good  crop  docs  not  leave  the  owner   more,  or  fo 
much  as  fix  per  cent,  the  intereft  of  the  illand,  oi) 
his  capital."     Befidcs  the  return  to  the  proprietor, 
the  publick  certainly  derives  a  confiderable  profit 
from  the  freight  of  the  fugars,   and  the  commiflion 
paid  to  the  merchants  of  this  kingdom.     This  latter 
circumllance  I  perceive  is  upon  all  occafions  ftrongly 
urged  by  gentlemen  connefted  with  the  Weft  Indies ; 
but  tlic  fame  national  profit  and  political  advantages 
appear  to  me  to  apply  lefs  or  more  to  every  other 
bninrh  of  our  foreign  commerce,  and  in  many  in- 
flanccs  to  our  internal  manufadlurcs.     Indeed,   the 
teltimony  of  the  Welt  India  gentlemen,  which  Hates, 
that  the  capital  inverted  in  the  Weft  India  eftates  is 
far  from  yielding  a  profitable  return,  is  ftrongly  con- 
firmed by  the  account  which  I  now  beg  leave  to  lay 
before  the  committee.     By  this  account  it  appears 
that  the  principal  article  cultivated  in  the  Weft  Indies 

has, 
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tas,  in  point  of  quantity,  been  in  a  great  meafure  fta-  i 
tionary  for.  thefe  twenty  years,  and  yet  there  is  no  v 
part  of  the  empire  in  which  property  ftands  in  a  more 
favoured  footing.  Prohibitory  laws  were  early  made 
tending  to  force  the  confumption  of  Weft  India  pro- 
duce upon  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
othpr  fubjefts  of  the  empire,  whereby  the  proprietors 
of  the  iflands  obtained  fand  ftill  retJin)  a  complete 
monopoly  of  our  markets  at  a  very  confiderablc  cx- 
penfc  to  the  Britilh  confumer,  as  appears  by  the  dif- 
ference of  the  prices  between  the  Britiih  and  the  fo- 
reign iflands. 

In  our  colonics  in  America,  in  order  to  encourage 
our  iflands,  the  ufe  of  foreign  rum  is  abfolutely  pro- 
hibited, foreign  coffee  is  fubjeft  to  a  duty  of  two 
pounds  nineteen  (hillings  per  cwt.  whilft  BritiQi  is 
chargeable  with  aduty  of  feven  fhillingBj  •ndtbre^n- 
fugars,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  pay  a  duty  on 
importation  into  tK*  continent  of  five  (hillings  per 
cwt.  and  into  this  kingdom  one  pound  feven  (hillings 
and  twopence,  which  is  fourteen  (hillings  and  tcnpence 
per  cwt.  more  than  the  Britilh  fugars.  The  whole 
duties  impofcd  upon  Briti(h  fugjrs  are  drawn  back 
upon  exportation,  and  refined  fugars  are  entitled  to 
a  bounty,  when  exported,  of  twcniy-fix  (liillings  per 
cwt.  which  exceeds  the  duty  collcfted  upon  the  raw 
material  three  or  four  (hillings.  In  order  to  give 
the  planters  a  more  cxtejifive  market  for  the  fale  of 
their  prcduce,  fugars  were,  by  the  121I1  of  Geo.  II. 
taken  out  of  the  lift  of  enumerated  commodities,  and 
the  exportation  of  them  permitted  to  all  paits  fouth 
of  Cape  Finilterrc,  in  Europe. 

The  evidence  upon  the  part  of  the  Weft  India 
planters,  before  the  Committee  ot  Privy  Council,  ftate 
many  natural  advantages  v/hich  the  foreign  ifiands 
poflefs,  as  reafons  why  our  iflands  will  never  be  able 
to  enter  into  a  compeiiiion  in  point  of  price  with 
the  foreign  plantations. 

For  th'jfe,  and  tlie  reafons  whirli  I  have  had  the 
honour  upon  this  occafion  of  fubniitting  to  the  Com- 
mittee, 
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17Q1.  mittcc,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  however  juft  and  pro- 
per  it  may  be  to  encourage  our  own  idands  to  the 
Stent  of  Supplying  ourfclves,  and   thereby   doing 
that  juftice  to  the  proprietors  of  eftates  there  which 
they  confider  themfclves  entitled  to ;  yet  the  extenfion 
of  the  cultivation  of  thofe  iQands  beyond  that  degree 
that  is  requifue  for  fupplying  Great  Britain,  and  her 
immediate  dependencies,  with  the  principal  articles 
of  their  produce,  is  by  no  means  likely  to  promote 
the  intcrefts  of  the  empire ;  bccaufe  from  the  great 
difparity  of  price  between  the  Britifh  and  Foreign 
fugars,  the  former  cannot  be  made  an  objcft  of  ex- 
pert by  any  other  means  than  by  that  deftruaive 
IVftem  of  policy  which  has  been  too  much  adopted 
in   fome  other  branches  of  our  commerce,  namely, 
the  granting  of  bounties  out  of  the  Exchequer,  in 
order  to  cuablff  chc  Britifh  exporter  to  (land  the 
competition  of  prices  in  the  foreign  market.     It  \s 
a  dringerous  principle  to  force co^et^Tnt^Tce  and  manu- 
faftures   like  fruit  raifed  on    a  hot   bed.     In   fuch 
cafes,  the  capital  and  the  induftry  of  the  individual 
nrc  too  often  drawn  from  objedls  of  profit,  to  purfuits 
>vhich  can  only  be  carried  on  by  the  aid  of  the  na- 
tional purfc. 

Do  you  think,  that  by  a  proper  attention  to  the 
breeding  of  flavcs  in  the  Britifli  Weft  India  iflands, 
fuch  a  number  of  flaves  may  be  obtained  and  kept 
tip,  without  the  aid  of  importation  from  Africa,  as 
will  be  fufficient  to  raife  the  Weft  India  produce  that 
is  roquifue  for  the  fupply  of  Great  Britain  and  her 
immediate  dependencies? 

I  have  long  been  of  opinion,  that  by  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  breeding  of  (laves,  the  ftock  might  be 
kept  up  in  the  Britifh  Weft  India  iflands,  without  the 
aid  of  importation  from  Africa.  I  beg  leave,  how- 
ever, to  be  underftood,  that  this  meafure  is  not  like- 
ly, in  my  judgment,  to  be  efFefted  by  putting  an 
immediate  itop  to  the  importations,  but  by  adapting 
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fucha  fyftcm  of  policy  as  will  gradually  do  away  1701 
the  neceflity  for  importation.  JZ*^ 

Prior  to  the  late  war,  the  provifions  for  feeding  the 
flaves  were  chiefly  imported  from  North  America,  the 
attention  of  the  planters  being  almoft  wholly  dircfted 
to  what  is  called  the  crop,  namely,  fugars,  &c.  and  as 
thcfe  provifions  were  bought  at  a  confidcrable  expenfc, 
the  planters  did  not  confider  it  their  intcreft  to  encou- 
rage the  breeding  of  flaves  at  the  expenfc  of  feeding 
them  ten  or  twelve  years  before  they  were  capable, 
by  the  produce  of  their  labour  in  the  cane  walks,  to 
fupport  themfclves.  Hence  grown  flaves,  whofc' 
labour  can  be  brought  into  immediate  efFeft,  wer^ 
and  ft]  11  continue  to  be,  imported  from  the  coaft  of 

Africa ;  and  of  thefe  a  greater  proportion  of  —Job-    

than  females. 

If  a  different  fyftem  of  policy  were  adopted  with, 
refpcft  to  the  cuui>«t;o«  of  the  plantations  in  the 
Wtft  Indies,  and  which  fyftem  I  have  many  reafon* 
for  thinking  would  be  attended  with  advantage  to 
the  planters  themfelves :  I  am  perfuaded  a  fufficient 
number  of  flaves  might  be  bred  at  leaft  to  keep  up 
the  prcfent  ftock ;  I  allude  to  the  cultivating  of  a 
proportion  of  land  fufficient  to  fupply  the  negroes 
with  provifions,  in  which  the  little  flaves,  from  feven 
years  old  and  upwards,  might  be  ufeful.  In  that 
part  of  America  where  I  was  refldent,  and  which  was 
cultivated  as  much  by  negroes  as  the  Weft  Indies, 
the  breeding  of  Oaves  was  confidered  fo  advantageous, 
that  the  planter  generally  valued  a  child  on  the  day 
of  its  birth  at  five  pounds.  The  prevailing  opinion, 
to  the  beft  of  my  recolleftion,  in  South  Carolina,  at 
that  time  was,  that  the  increafed  population  of  flaves 
by  birth  was  from  two  to  ten  per  cent,  and  yet  the 
climate  of  Carolina,  particularly  of  the  rice  planta- 
tions, is,  I  believe,  more  hoftile  to  the  human  con- 
ftitution  than  any  part  of  the  Wefl:  Indies. 

In  order  gradually  to  check  the  importation  of 
ii^roes  from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  I  would  fubmit  that 
■  flight  duty,  in  the  firft  inftance,  fliould  be  Uld  m^vl 
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all  Qaves  imported ;  the  duty  impofcd  on  males  to 
?Z£V  be  confiderably  higher  than  upon  females ;  or  per- 
haps  that  the  latter  fliould  for  a  time  be  imported 
free ;  and  that  the  rate  of  this  duty  fhould  be  pro- 
ercflively  increafed  as  the  means  Ihould  be  provided 
of  lupplying  the  deficieftcy  which  this  check  would 
cive  to  the  importation.     And  in  order  to  encourage 
the  raifing  of  plantation  born  Oaves,  and  cultivating 
provifions  for  their  fupport,  which  latter  circumftancc 
1  confider  to  be  materially  conneded  with  the  breed- 
ing of  the  negroes,  I  would  propofc  that  the  produce 
of  the  duties  coUefted  upon  flaves  imported  trom  the 
coaft  of  Africa  (hould  be  applied  as   bounties  for 
promoting  the  above  purpofes-    The  raifing  of  pro- 
vif^-ns   in  fome  of  the  iflands,  would,  no  doubt,  be 
iels  advancagcuui  than  others;  but  I  am  of  opinion^ 
that  the  cultivation  of  a  fufficienc  quantity  tor  tK^ 
ufe  of  the  flaves  would  be- yiv/iixauic  and  politick. 
Anterior  to  che  late  war,  the  negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies 
ucpt'nded  in  a  great  degree  tor  their  fupply  of  food 
on  the  continent  of  America.    When  the  difturbanccs 
broke  out,  this  fource  of  fupply  was  at  once  cut  off, 
and  the  importations  from  Europe,  through  captures 
at  fea  and  other  caufes,  were  rendered  very  precari* 
ous.     The  planters,  thus  impelled  by  necelFity,  were 
obliged  to  deviate  from  their  former  fyftem,  and  to 
turn  their  attention  more  towards  raifing  provifion 
upon  their  own  eftatcs.     The  good  effcds   of  this 
plan  has  been  fo  forcibly  felt,  that  the  importation 
of  Indian  corn,  which  may  emphatically  be  ftiled  the 
bread  of  life,  with  refpeft  to  the  food  of  the  flaves, 
is  reduced  from  about  600,000  buflicls,  the  quan- 
tity annually  imported  before  the  war,  to  fomewhac 
under  300,000  bufliels,  the  medium  importation  of  the 
laft  three  years ;  and  peafe,  &c.  in  a  fimilar  propor- 
tion.    In  a  political  fcnfe,  I  conceive  that  no  coun- 
try capable  of  producing  corn  to  feed  itfelf,  ought 
to  be  dependent  upon  any  other  for  any  article  which 
it  canngt  do  without,  even  for  a  day. 

If 
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If  the  BritiQi  Weft  India  iHands  ftiould  in  future  1701. 
raife  a  quantity  of  provtfions  fufficient  to  feed  the  Jv— 

^J!Va  I"  **'l^  '^*"""  "^^  y°"  ^''■"k  Che  planters 
would  be  enabled  to  difpofe  of  that  part  of  their 
rum  and  molaflcs.  which  is  at  prefent  fuppofcd  to  be 
applied  to  the  purchafing  of  provifions  ? 

Before  I  reply  to  this  queftion,  I  beg  leave  to  lay 
fietore  the  Committee  an  account  of  the  quantity  of 
rum  and  molaflcs  exported  from  the  Briti(h  Weft 
India  iflands  to  all  parts,  for  ihe  three  years  pre- 
ceding the  5th  of  January,  1790,  which  is  the  lateft 
pcnod  to  which  the  account  can  be  made  up 

The  quantity  of  provifions  fuitable  for  feeding  of 
the  Oaves  raifed  in  the  Briti/h  Colonies  in  wlrtfi 
America  is  rery  inconfiderable,  and  the  barrelled 
mackrel  and  other  fiih  exported  from  thofeColow«. 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  would  almoft  irr  «,.rrTem^e- 
in  demand,  more  efpccially  as  it  is  now  fufRcicntly 
proved,  that  luc  pn.a —  „f  the  Bricilh  Herring 
Fifliery  is  far  from  being  equal  to  the  demand  of  our 
iflands.  The  Continental  Colonies  would,  therefore, 
be  very  little  affedcd  by  any  change  of  fyftem  in 
raifing  provifions  for  the  negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies  j 
and  fo  far  from  its  being  probable  that  the  demand 
for  rum  in  thefe  Colonies  is  likely  to  be  lelfened  in 
future,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  confumption  will 
incrcafe  in  proportion  to  the  growing  population  of 
the  (xjuntry. 

By  the  account  which  I  have  juft  now  laid  before 
the  Committee,  it  appears  that  upon  a  medium  of 
three  years,  about  1,500,000  gallons  of  rum  have 
been  taken  off*  by  the  fubje&s  of  the  United  States  t 
which  rum,  including  the  freight,  as  it  can  be  only 
imported  in  Britifh  bottoms,  may  be  valued  at  abouc 
3s.  3d.  fterling  per  gallon  in  America ;  the  total  value 
at  that  rate  would  be^. 143, 750.  This  fum  is  by  no 
means  more  than  equal  to  the  purchafing  of  lumber, 
flour,  and  other  articles  which  have  little  or  no  con- 
Dcdion  with  the  food  of  the  Haves,  In  a  long  exa- 
mination which  I  underwent  before  the  Lords  of  the 
X  2  Committee 
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Mral's  boolui  but  I  mention  with  regret,  that  from  jnw 
the  ioofe  manner  in  which  the  entries  of  free  goods  »-i 
arc  made  in  the  Cuftom-houfe,  the  Infocftor  Gene- 
ral s  value  of  fuch  goods  is  not  abfoJutely  to  be  re 
^ed  upon,  and  therefore  the  value  of  the  exports  to 
Africa  may  have  been  lefs  or  morej  however,  the 
Committee  will  pleafe  to  obfervc,  that  in  the 
£.4oo»ooo,  I  include  the  value  of  the  goods  ex- 
changed for  gold  duft.  ivory,  cam  and  redwood. 
gum,  drug^,  &c.  imported  from  Africa,  either  di! 
reftly  into  Great  Britain  or  through  the  circuitous 
paffage  of  the  Weft  Indies. 

An  immediate  flop  being  put  to  our  exports  to 
Africa,  would  doubt  lefs  be  felt  in  a  very  condderable 
degree  by  thofe  artificers,  who  are  at  p«fcnt  em-  ^ 
ployed  in  manufafturing  goods  for  that  branch  of 
our  export  tradci  bccaufetncy  t.,..]^  p,j  _>--»■ — 
nels  through  which  their  induftry  paflcd  to  a  market 
ihut  up  DcTu..  .w^  1,^^  time  to  turn  their  attention* 
labour,  and  capital  to  other  purGiits.  It  was  not  lels 
with  a  view  to  this  objeft,  than  to  the  confequences 
which  the  planters  in  the  Weft  Indies  might  ex- 
perience by  their  being  at  once  deprived  of  their 
ufual  fupply  of  flaves,  that  I  took  the  liberty  <£ 
fuggefting  the  crude  ideas  offered  in  my  anfwer  to 
the  preceding  queftion. 

In  cafes  of  war  breaking  out,  and  being  of  long 
continuance  with  countries  with  which  we  had  been 
in  habits  of  carrying  on  commercial  intercourfe,  tem- 
porary inconveniences  are  doubtlcfs  experienced,  tut 
not  to  the  extent  which  theoretical  reafoning  would 
induce  us  to  imagine.  The  enterprife  of  our  mer- 
chants foon  difcovers  frefli  means  of  vending  the  pro- 
duce of  the  labour  of  our  manufafturers.  1  he  fupe- 
riur  capital,  ingenuity,  induftry,  and  integrity  of  the 
Bricilh  artificer,  will  ever  command  a  market  for  the 
produce  of  his  induftry.  The  late  revolution  in 
America,  afibrds  ftriking  proofsof  che  juftice  of  this 
obfervation.  With  the  independence  of  thefe  ftates, 
it  was  very  generally  apprehended^  that  Great  Britain 

would 
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Do  you  not  think,  if  a  more  ample  Aipply  of  fu-  1791. 
gar  were  fcnt  from  the  Weft  Indies  to  Great  Britain,  wnr>^ 
that  the  price  in  the  home  market  would  dccreafe  ? 

I  have  already  informed  the  Committee,  that  the 
Britifh  Weft  India  iflands,  in  their  prcfent  fltuation, 
raife  a  quantity  of  fugar  more  than  adequate  to  the 
confumption  of  the  whole  Briiilh  empire.  If  the 
quantity  of  fugars  in  the  Bricifh  Weft  India  iflands 
were  confiderably  increafed,  fuch  increafc  might  pro- 
bably have  fome  effeft  in  lowering  the  prices  to  the 
Britifli  confumcr;  but  the  natural  confequence  muft 
be  a  diminution  in  the  price  to  the  Weft  India  plant- 
er, which  would  tend  greatly  to  difcourage  him  in 
the  extenfion  of  his  plantation. 

Do  you  not  believe,  that  the  ioTmifinTflSri2^,(Jir   " 
g».,  Ja  .onfrquently  the  revenue  arifing  from  that 
article,  would  increale  vt.,  ^nfiderably  if  the  pncea 
were  lower  ?  ,,,-«. 

I  conceive  I  have  already  anfwered  thisqueftion. 


03-  Should  any  errors  have  crept  into  the  foregoing 
Work^  it  is  hoped  they  will  be  candidly  at- 
tributed to  tbeir  true  caufe—tbe  want  of 
time  to  correS  the  prefs. 
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